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GLOSSARY & ACRONYMS 

 
 

AC (Land) Deputy to UNO charged with revenue duties at upazila 
level. At present, most upazilas in CHT have no ACs 
(Land). UNOs carry out such functions. 

 
ADC Additional Deputy Commissioner. The ADCs are deputies 

to the DCs. The ADC (Revenue) generally acts as FSO 
during process of notification of a new RF 

 
BADC Bangladesh Agriculture Development Corporation, an 

autonomous government agency. 
 
BATB British American Tobacco Bangladesh, a part of the 

British American Tobacco plc  
 
BCCSAP Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 
 
BIPNet-CCBD National network of indigenous peoples in Bangladesh on 

Climate Change and Biological Diversity 
 
BFD Bangladesh Forest Department. A department headed by 

the Chief Conservator of Forests (CCF) under the Ministry 
of Environment & Forests (MOEF). 

 
BO Beat Officer 
 
CBD Convention on Biological Diversity 
 
CCF Chief Conservator of Forest 
 
CF Conservator of Forest 
 
Chara Bengali term for tributary of a river or stream. Also spelt 

chhara or sora (esp. Chakma)  
 
Chief In the CHT, this generally means the Chiefs of the three 

Circles of the three rajas, Chakma Raja, Bohmong Raja 
and Mong Raja. However, the title ‘chief’ in Bangladesh is 
also affixed to several government functionaries (e.g., 
Chief Conservator, Chief of Staff, Chief Justice, Chief 
Judicial Magistrate, etc.).  

 
CHT Chittagong Hill Tracts. The region comprises the districts 

of Rangamati Hill Tracts, Bandarban Hill Tracts and 
Khagrachari Hill Tracts (not to be confused with 
“Chittagong”, the coastal district to the west of the CHT, 
also containing Bangladesh’s major port city, also called 
“Chittagong”). Among other places formerly having the 
same appellation of “Hill Tracts” were the Arakan Hill 
Tracts (now part of Chin State, Myanmar/Burma) and the 
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Kachin Hill Tracts (now part of Kachin State, 
Myanmar/Burma).  

 
Circle Originally a unit of revenue administration. The better-

known circles are those territories headed by the three 
hereditary Chiefs or Rajas. However, areas administered 
by Conservators of Forests are also known as Circles. A 
Chief’s’ Circle is also a judicial unit in addition to being an 
administrative and revenue unit. 

 
CHT    Chittagong Hill Tracts 
 
CHTCWA Chittagong Hill Tracts Watershed Co-Management 

Activity, a project of the UNDP, supported by USAID. 
 
CHTDB Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Board. A statutory 

development agency, originally led by civil or military 
officials, but nowadays led by an indigenous leader or 
official.  

 
CHTRC Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional Council, the premier CHT-

level statutory self-government body 
 
CHT Reg. CHT Regulation 1900 
 
CSO Civil society organization 
 
DAE Department of Agriculture Extension 
 
DC Deputy Commissioner. The DC is the premier civil 

administration representative of the national 
government at the district level. Earlier titles of the 
senior-most official of the CHT were Assistant 
Commissioner, and yet earlier, Superintendent. 

 
DFO Divisional Forest Officer 
 
DOE Department of Environment 
 
ECB Engineering Corps of Bangladesh (Bangladesh Army) 
 
EIA Environment Impact Assessment 
 
EPADC East Pakistan Agriculture Development Corporation. 

Predecessor-in-Interest of BADC.  
 
FA Forest Act 1927 
 
FA 1927 Forest Act 1927 
 
FDO Forest Department Official 
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Fringeland Seasonally surfaced bed of the Karnafuli reservoir 
(“Kaptai Lake”) used for wet-rice farming not involving 
irrigation or ploughing (except marginally) 

 
FSO Forest Settlement Officer. Officially specially entrusted 

with quasi judicial functions in a process of creation of 
reserved forests  

 
GIS Geographic Information System  
 
GOB Government of Bangladesh 
 
GPS Global Positioning System 
 
HDC Hill District Council, the premier district-level self-

government unit 
 
HDLGC Hill District Local Government Council. The former name 

of the Hill District Council prior to the amendment to the 
District Councils laws in 1998.  

 
Headman The chief or head of a mauza in the CHT, nominated by a 

Circle Chief and appointed by a Deputy Commissioner 
 
Horticulture Development A development agency established in 1973 to implement 
Board the horticulture-oriented CHT Development Project 

(discontinued since the mid 1970s) 
  
IDP Internally Displaced Person. The CHT Task Force on 

Refugees & Displaced Persons only recognizes persons of 
tribal origin as IDPs.   

 
IP Indigenous peoples. The GOB dislikes the term and uses 

other terms, including “Small Ethnic Communities”, Small 
“Ethnic Groups”, Ethnic Minorities”, etc. However, the 
term “indigenous” is used in the CHT Reg. 1900 and some 
Finance laws (1960s-2000s) and the term “Adibashi” is 
used in the Cultural Institutes Act 2010.  

 
IPO Indigenous peoples’ organization  
 
Jhiri Bengali term for sub-stream or small water channel on 

sloping land 
 
Jum Also spelt Jhum (Northeast India) or Joom (British 

period). Upland rain fed cultivation method. Neutral 
term: Swidden. Acceptable term: Shifting Cultivation. 
Pejorative term: Slash and Burn.   

 
JSS Parbotto Chottogram Jana Samhati Samiti/Samity. 

Largest political party of the indigenous peoples of the 
CHT. The 1997 Accord was negotiated and signed under 
its leadership.  
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Karbari Traditional chief or head of one or more villages or 
hamlets. Several villages comprise a mauza. Karbaries are 
appointed by the Circle Chiefs or Rajas.  

 
LGED Local Government Engineering Department 
 
Mauza Also spelt ‘mouza’. A territorial and revenue unit within 

the national revenue and land administration structure, 
common all over Bangladesh. In the CHT, it is also an 
administrative and a judicial unit under a Mauza 
Headman.  

 
MOA Ministry of Agriculture  
 
MOCHTA Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs 
 
MOEF Ministry of Environment & Forest 
 
MOF Ministry of Food 
 
MOL Ministry of Land  
 
MOPA Ministry of Public Administration 
 
MPFLR-CHT Movement for the Protection of Forest and Land Rights in 

the CHT, a leading CSO in the CHT 
 
New RFs Lands that were notified as “reserved forests” after the 

independence of Bangladesh, particularly in the 1990s  
 
Old RFs Lands that were notified as “reserved forests” during 

British colonial rule (1860-1947). Some boundary and 
name changes happened in the Pakistani period (1947-
1971).  

 
Para Bengali term for hamlet or small village 
 
PF Protected Forest 
 
Raja Bengali, Chakma and Tanchangya term for king, ruler or 

chief.  Alternative term for Circle Chief.  
 
Ranya A former jum (Chakma); contains some crops. Feeding 

ground for wild animals  
 
REDD Reducing Emissions from Forest Destruction & 

Degradation; a major mitigation component for 
developing countries under UNFCCC  

 
REDD+ A more comprehensive, participatory & rights-oriented 

version of REDD that includes conservation, sustainable 
management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon 
stocks  
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RF Reserved Forest 
 
R&H Roads & Highways Department 
 
RO Range Officer 
 
SDO Sub-Divisional Officer. Officer in charge of sub-divisions 

(since upgraded into districts in CHT). UNOs carry out 
functions of former SDOs. 

 
SF Social Forestry/Social Forests 
 
SIA Social Impact Assessment 
 
Superintendent Originally, Superintendent of Hill Tribes or Hill 

Superintendent. Title of senior-most government official 
in the CHT in early 1860s and early 1900s (replaced by 
Assistant Commissioner, and eventually, Deputy 
Commissioner).  

 
TAC Technical Advisory Committee (of CHTCWA under 

MOCHTA) 
 
Taungya Agroforestry system of raising tree plantations through 

Jum cultivation. Also name of a CHT-based NGO, which 
did pioneering work on VCFs in the CHT.   

 
 
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change  
 
UNO Upazila Nirbahi Officer. Charged with administration of 

an upazila (sub-district). 
 
UN-REDD One of REDD+ components under UNFCCC implemented 

by UNDP 
 
USF Unclassed State Forest 
 
VCF Village Common Forest, a term increasingly used to 

denote Mauza Reserves and other forests in CHT outside 
the reserved and protected forests.  

 
VF Village Forest 
 
VF Rules Village Forest Rules 
 
 
WPA 2012 Wildlife (Protection and Safety) Act 2012. Also known as 

Wildlife (Conservation and Security) Act 2012. 
 
WSIA Watershed Impact Assessment 
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Zamindar Owners of landed estates in the plains regions of 
Bangladesh prior to their acquisition by government in 
1951. 
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SCOPE OF STUDY &RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

 
 

Broad Objectives 
The broad objective of this study is to support UNDP’s project entitled Chittagong Hill 
Tracts Watershed Co-Management Activity (CHTWCA) in the “development of Technical 
Documents for Policy Consultation, Dialogue and Advocacy for Sustainable Forest and 
Environment Management in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)”, as mentioned in the 
Terms of Reference (TOR) of this assignment.  
 
Specific Objectives:  
Review Report on Laws, Policies, Governance & Management of Forests and Environment  
 

The specific objectives of the assignment are: (a) A review report on existing policies, 
legal frameworks and governance on CHT forest and environment management, 
including recommendations for ways forward to ensure effective forest and 
environment management and conservation in the CHT; and (b) The development of a 
Strategy or Strategies on policy-level interventions for the Village Common Forests 
(VCFs) and Reserved Forests (RFs) in the CHT, based on the study findings and 
subsequent consultations at the regional and national levels.  
 
Scope of Study 
Details of the scope of this study are described in the introductory paragraph above. The 
study has been prefaced by the historical background of land and forest management in 
the CHT, including major legal, administrative, developmental, political and 
demographic events that have shaped decision-making and practices, both by 
government agencies and by local communities and their leaders.   
 
It is also well to explain what issues are not included in this study. For example, when 
discussing “resources” of the CHT forests, the discussion will not include issues on (a) 
inventory of forests; (b) the statistics of forest produce that are marketed; (c) the extent 
of revenue raised by the government from forestry; and (d) the size of the forest 
economy and the income that accrues to the people of CHT from forest produce 
(including from plantations raised by the government or by local farmers).   
 
Some generic and some specific recommendations have been included in this study, 
including in chapters X to XIV. However, specific problems and challenges related to the 
content and/or operationalization context of several laws and policies, including 
practices in the nature of “policy”, are spread over in the various chapters preceding the 
analytical and recommendatory chapters. 
 
Recommendations for specific law and policy reform, operationalization of existing and 
future laws and policies, and adoption of new programmes and projects, or revisions 
thereto, may of course also be gleaned from these chapters, although attempts have 
been made in Chapters XII and XIII, and tables and other annexes related thereto, to 
provide ideas to policymakers (GOB and its CHT-specific entities), the UN system 
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(particularly UNDP) and development partners of GOB (USAID, EC and other bilateral 
and multilateral development partners of GOB).  
 
However, since the first draft was submitted in August 2015, comments have come forth 
from UNDP and USAID, and the author has tried his utmost to incorporate the 
suggestions and recommendations. This includes (a) the addition of a new chapter (new 
Chapter XII) on Proposed Amendments to the Forest Act 1927 & the Views of the CHT-
Specific Institutions, Forest dependent Communities & Civil Society (this chapter narrates 
the recent dialogues and consultations on draft laws prepared by MOEF, including on 
amendments to the Forest Act 1927 and the CHT Forest Transit Rules 1973); (b) a new 
sub-chapter to the old Chapter XII (now Chapter XIII), titled Roadmap for Law, Policy & 
Programmatic Review [Chapter 13(7)]; (c) tables supplementing the new Chapter 13.7, 
namely. Tables 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32 series; and (d) new appendices, namely 
Appendices 29 through to 34, annexing the MOEF’s drafts on the proposed amendments 
to the Forest Act 1927 and the proposed new CHT Forest Transit Rules, along with the 
suggestions on the aforesaid draft laws by the CHTRC and other CHT-specific 
institutions (HDCs and traditional institutions) and CHT civil society.  
 
Methodology 
The study is based upon a combination of desk research and consultations with 
stakeholders. The major stakeholders include indigenous peoples and other forest-
dependent communities, foresters and other government officials, representatives of 
the CHT-specific councils (CHT Regional Council and Hill District Councils), traditional 
institutions (Circle Chiefs, Mauza Headmen & Village Karbaries), representatives of 
NGOs, human rights activists and other members of civil society, including their leading 
organizations and networks. In addition, the views of UNDP, and the major funding 
agency for the CHTWCA project, USAID, have also enriched this work with the aforesaid 
two agencies all out cooperation and helpful criticisms, suggestions and 
recommendations.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 
This study on Sustainable Forest Management in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT), 
is centred around the sustainable management of two types of forests in the CHT, 
namely, the reserved forests (RFs), which are managed by the MOEF, through the BFD, 
and the mauza reserves or “village common forests”, better known by their now 
popular acronym, “VCFs”, which are managed by indigenous village communities 
under the supervision of traditional Mauza Headmen and Village Karbaries. 
 
The focus of the study is on legal and policy reforms. Therefore, quite predictably, the 
study contains detailed suggestions and recommendations on what reforms are 
necessary to the laws to facilitate greater sustainability to the patterns of management 
of the RFs and the VCFs. However, since laws do not operate in a vacuum, without 
linkages to policies – formal and informal – and programmes, particularly of 
governmental agencies, commensurate attention has also been given to policies and 
programmes. 
 
The study makes some broad conclusions with regard to legal, policy ad programmatic 
reform in the case of the two types of forests, RFs and VCFs.  
 
In the case of the RFs, the study recommends the following, among others:(a) basic 
reforms to the Forest Act 1927, including to “de-colonize” it; (b) reforms to other 
national and CHT-specific laws; (c) formulation of Village Forest Rules to facilitate 
participatory management of portions of RFs through assignment of rights to RF 
residents village communities; (d) change of attitudes and perspectives of the BFD on 
forest management, to shift away from a “policing” orientation, to participatory modes 
of management involving forest dependent communities; (e) the discontinuance of the 
expansion of the area of reserved forests, and the de-reservation of RFs declared in the 
1990s-2000s; and (f) the de-reservation of small and isolated expanses of RFs, 
including those flooded by the Karnafuli Reservoir (“Kaptai Lake”) and those RFs 
created in the 1990s and 2000s, both of which are “unviable” as sustainable units for 
conservation and management.  
 
In the case of the VCFs, major legal amendments are not deemed necessary. Instead, the 
study recommends the supplication of the major laws with policy guidelines and 
executive orders, including the formal registration or other recognition of VCFs by the 
HDCs, as was done on one occasion by the Rangamati HDC (see Appendix 20). 
Attention to the tenurial security and livelihood security of the VCF-dependent 
communities is regarded as a necessary corollary to sound management.  
 
With regard to the opportunities and challenges facing the sustainable management of 
both types of forests, namely, RFs and VCFs, the study concludes that the negative 
impacts of population rise, including population transfer, livelihood insecurity issues, 
the impacts of environmentally disruptive “development” projects and other matters 
need to be accounted for, to guide the path of sound management. Moreover, it has 
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been emphasized that forest management be integrated with watershed management 
at both micro levels (such as VCFs) and macro levels (which crisscross administrative, 
geographical and ecological zones).   
 
The detailed recommendations and suggestions, along with analyses of existing and 
former laws and policies, are contained in Chapters IX through to XIV. Among others, 
the continuing legacies of the “colonialist” model of forestry is critiqued as being 
undemocratic and unsustainable, being rooted in economic and strategic needs of the 
then British empire, to the exclusion of the rights and needs of the inhabitants of the 
forests and adjacent areas.  
 
The existing legal regime is described in detail (in Chapter IX), while tracing the 
evolution of the laws since the British colonial period, and the discussion actually goes 
beyond a description to incorporate a critical analysis of the contents of the laws and 
the manner of their application.  
 
This is followed by an analytical summary of the present National Forest Policy, its 
development from the policies of the past (Pakistan and British periods) and an 
examination of the strengths and weaknesses of the draft National Forest Policy of 
2015, which is still under process of finalization (Chapter X).  
 
A brief overview of the major international instruments and processes related to forest 
management, including multilateral human rights and environmental treaties that 
Bangladesh is a party to, and the processes related to environment, forests and Climate 
Change, including the REDD+ and UN-REDD processes, is also included in the 
discussion (in Chapter XI).  
 
Detailed attention is given to the provisions of the currently proposed amendments to 
the major legal instrument on forest management since British times to today, the 
Forest Act of 1927. The views of the major CHT stakeholder on the proposed reforms, 
including that of both CHT-specific institutions – the CHTRC, the HDCs and the 
traditional institutions – and of forest dependent communities and their major 
spokespersons, namely, civil society networks and organizations, are also provided 
(Chapter XII).  
 
Finally, the major challenges on sustainable forest management in the CHT are 
identified and discussed, with a minute analysis of provisions of existing laws, the 
provisions that need reform, why reforms are necessary, and the process that should 
be followed to secure the desired reforms. 
 
The discussion is oriented around a human rights, humanitarian and ecological 
perspective, to ensure that the contents and process of reform are in conformity with 
national and international norms on human rights, equality and non-discrimination. 
The discussion is supplemented with proposals for a “roadmap”, or more precisely, 
“roadmaps”, toward reform.  
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Since forest administration necessarily entails not just laws (which includes customary 
laws), but also policies and practices rooted in written documents and unwritten 
practices in the nature of “tradition”, a multidisciplinary approach is followed here, 
oriented around legal regimes but also encompassing administrative and other 
practices. These discussions are contained in the last but final chapter, Chapter XIII.   

The concluding chapter – Chapter XIV – focuses upon capacity building needs, to raise 
the capacities of all major “stakeholders”, namely, government officials, CHT-specific 
institutions (CHTRC, HDCs and traditional institutions) and non-governmental actors, 
particularly the forest dependent communities, along with NGOs and CSOs 

In order to provide a historical entrenchment to the discussion, the historical 
development of the Forest Department, the laws related to land and forests, the 
different categories of forests, political and social developments, the bane of 
deforestation and forest degradation plaguing the CHT, and the features of the unique 
CHT administrative system, are also traced, in the beginning of the report, namely, in 
Chapters I through to VIII.  

The chapters in the study are supplemented with tables, figures and appendices, which 
are given in an annexe. Attempts have been made, as far as possible, to cross-reference 
the various chapters and sub-chapters, and to relate the narrative discussion with 
detailed recommendations and other analysis contained in the documents annexed to 
the report.  



I. INTRODUCTION 

This study on sustainable management of forests in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) 
looks at the challenges facing two broad categories of forests in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts, namely, the reserved forests (RFs), administered by the Bangladesh Forest 
Department (BFD), and the mauza reserves or village common forests (VCFs), managed 
by rural indigenous communities in the mauzas of the CHT, outside of the BFD-managed 
reserved forests. However, forest management in a holistic manner will not be possible 
without taking into account the developments affecting other categories of lands and 
forests in the region, although anything beyond a basic discussion of such corollary but 
closely related matters is beyond the scope of a study of this nature. The study would 
also be incomplete without an understanding of the historical basis or bases of forest 
management in the CHT, the related institutional structures and legal regimes, changes 
in the patterns of land use and its growing integration into the market, population rise 
and demographic changes, and the resultant impact of the aforesaid developments on 
forest management and resource use, affecting almost all categories of forests, including 
the RFs and VCFs, in similar or dissimilar ways.  These related matters are therefore, 
touched upon, where deemed relevant, although not elaborately discussed, throughout 
the study.   

Chapter II starts with a historical background to forest management in the CHT. It 
discusses what it calls the “conflict of traditions” in the reserved forests (RFs); the 
traditions or conventions of the Forest Department (BFD) and that of the indigenous 
communities living in forest areas. It contrasts the indigenous concepts of land and 
forests with that of the BFD, with its orientation towards sovereign state rights. It 
discusses the widely misunderstood concept of land availability in the CHT and seeks to 
expose the myth of the CHT as a land of plenty and an open frontier of bountiful 
resources. It traces the changes in the land use and ownership patterns from 
subsistence jum farming and natural forest dependency, to market-oriented modes of 
land use: wet rice farming, commercial tree plantations and fruit orchards. It also 
analyses the fetters to livelihood security and equitable land use caused or exacerbated 
by the Kaptai Dam of 1960 and the population transfer programme of the 1980s. 

Chapter III provides a description of the various legal and functional categories of 
forests, some of which overlap with RFs and VCFs.  

Chapter IV narrates the phenomena of acute deforestation, forest degradation, 
biodiversity loss and the depletion of water resources in the CHT.  

Chapter IV also discusses the controversial issue of jum or swidden cultivation and the 
myths and misconceptions harboured by the BFD and policy planners concerning the 
links between jum cultivation, soil erosion and deforestation, and highlights some of the 
contributions of jum cultivation to biodiversity conservation and enhancement.  The 
gender implications of deforestation are also touched upon in this chapter.   

Chapter V describes the major reserved forests (RFs) in the CHT, along with the history 
of their notifications, the growth of “production forestry” and industrial plantations, the 
creation of new reserved forests in the 1990s and 2000s amidst strong local opposition, 
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and the little known but vast contribution of indigenous jum cultivators to the growth of 
the teak and other tree plantations of the BFD through the innovated jum method 
known as “Taungya”.  
 
Chapter VI describes the Mauza Reserves or village common forests (VCFs) managed 
under the supervision of Mauza Headmen and Village Karbaries, and the background to 
the innovation of this community-led mode and model of forestry. The chapter also 
discusses the role of NGO-led projects on sustainable and equitable VCF management 
along with the potential role of the current UNDP-led CHTWCA project to support VCF 
and RF management.  
 
Chapter VII describes the major categories of forests other than RFs and VCFs, including 
the Protected Areas and the so-called unclassed state forests or “USFs”.   
 
Chapter VIII is devoted to the institutional and administrative arrangements related to 
forest management in the CHT and describes, in some detail, the roles of the different 
institutions in the CHT, namely, the BFD, the Deputy Commissioners, the Hill District 
Councils and the traditional institutions of the Circle Chiefs (Rajas), Mauza Headmen and 
Village Karbaries.  
 
Chapter IX focuses on the major legal instruments related to forest administration in the 
CHT. It provides an analytical account of the Forest Act 1927 and its “colonialist” 
moorings and legacies, which continue to violate the indigenous peoples’ customary 
land and resource rights. The chapter analyzes the concept of Village Forestry in 
reserved forests, comparing the relevant provisions of the 1927 Act with similar laws in  
Odisha and Maharashtra states of India. This is followed by a discussion on the Rules 
relating to the transit of forest produce, which have continued to bedevil tree farmers 
and timber merchants, among others. Chapter IX also provides a critical assessment of 
the laws on Social Forestry or “Social Afforestation” and an overview of the major legal 
instruments relevant to forest management, including the Wildlife Protection law of 
2012, the CHT Regulation 1900 (which functions in the nature of a constitutional and 
regulatory supra regime for the CHT), and the Hill District Councils Acts of 1989,which 
set out the mandates of this most crucial district-level institution’s role in 
administration and development. The chapter ends with a discussion on the status of 
customary land and forest rights under the CHT legal regime and its interface with 
written statutory law.  
 
Chapter X describes the most important forest related formal policy documents, 
including the National Forest Policy 1994, the Forestry Master Plan and a number of 
important sectoral and other policies, along with the provisions of the draft National 
Forest Policy of 2015, along with these documents’ implications on the rights of forest 
dependent communities.  
 
Chapter XI briefly touches upon international law, including the treaties ratified by 
Bangladesh that have a direct bearing on forests, biodiversity, Climate Change and 
indigenous peoples, and the processes related to such instruments, including 
Bangladesh’s engagement in such processes.  
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Chapter XII discusses the provisions of the proposed amendments to the Forest Act 
1927 [the Draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015] and the views and concerns of some of 
the most important non-BFD stakeholders of the CHT in this regard.  
 
Chapter XIII discusses some of the most crucial challenges in forest management in the 
CHT and the possible ways forward through law and policy reform, and programmatic 
interventions. In the process, it also draws attention to the views of indigenous peoples 
and other forest dependent communities contained in formal declarations adopted at 
various meetings and conferences. It discusses some of the limitations of law and policy, 
both with regard to their contents, and with regard to their operationalization, including 
acts in violation of law and policy, either through non-compliance and acts not 
authorized by law and policy. It makes references to specific laws, such as the Forest Act 
1927 and its subsidiary laws, the HDC Acts 1989, the CHT Regulation 1900 and 
customary land and forest laws. The chapter proposes the adoption of “roadmaps”, with 
specified deadlines and the identification of the actors and their roles, on laws, policies 
and programmes.  In order to obtain clear ideas on implementable or “action-oriented” 
proposals, the chapter needs to be read in conjunction with other parts of the report, 
particularly chapters IX, X, XI and XII.   
 
The last chapter of the report, Chapter XIV, contains some concluding observations, 
including on the capacity raising of the major stakeholders, including government 
officials, the CHTRC and the HDCs, the traditional institutions and civil society 
organizations (including NGOs) and networks.  
 
The narrative part of this report – Chapters I through to Chapter XIV – is supplemented 
with an annexe - which contains tables, figures and appendices.  
 
The tables contain data on laws, policies, population, land, soil, forests, deforestation, 
Protected Areas, Mauza Reserves (VCFs), biodiversity, Forest & Land Administration, 
proposed forestry models and “roadmaps” on law, policy and programme review.  
 
There are two figures. One on the process of obtaining a Timber Extraction & Export 
Permit (“Transit Pass”), and the other, on the organogram of the BFD at CHT level.  
 
There are several appendices, including on Acts, Rules, Orders, correspondences, 
policies, Citizens’ Declarations, draft laws of the MOEF, proposals of the CHTRC on forest 
related laws, and proceedings of recent forest related consultations and other meetings 
in the CHT, including specific recommendations on reforms to draft laws prepared by 
MOEF and currently under a formal process of consultation initiated by the MOEF.  
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II. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Reserved Forests & the Conflict of Traditions  
A basic understanding of the historical settings in which the current pattern of forest 
management in the CHT has emerged – including for the reserved forests (RFs), mauza 
reserves or village common forests (VCFs) and related categories of forests and other 
lands - is essential to obtain an in-depth understanding of the current challenges faced 
in forest management in the region.  
 
While future management patterns may well be partially or substantially different from 
the current and past patterns in forest management, legal, policy and programmatic 
interventions, however well planned, may yet fail to produce the desired goals on 
account of the historical legacies of laws, policies, structures and practices. Some of 
these practices seem to have a tendency to linger; well beyond what current legal and 
political regimes, social realities, environmental changes and economic exigencies 
would suggest. Among such practices are those based upon perspectives, attitudes and 
assumptions, which have distinct historical roots; in other words, tradition. Or at least 
practices or conventions in the nature of tradition. That is one of the major lessons that 
the history of forest management in the CHT imparts to any but the most casual 
observer, both for the period before the independence of Bangladesh, in 1971, and for 
the period after independence (1971 to today).  
 
That traditions - or conventions, norms and practices in the nature of tradition - play a 
crucial role in explaining current behavioural patterns of some of the most important 
actors or “stakeholders” involved in forest management and use today - such as the 
Bangladesh Forest Department (BFD) and the indigenous peoples - is borne out in the 
way that these actors behave, in several relevant spheres. Nowhere are such ‘traditional’ 
roles more explicit than in the case of the reserved forests.1 
 
The BFD, for example, has attempted to ‘manage’ the reserved forests by using its legally 
sanctioned tool, the Forest Act of 1927, bequeathed by the British Indian government, 
following “conventional” forest management practices that are rooted in the British 
colonial mode that was called “scientific management” of forests.2 It was as if time had 
stood still, and armed Forest guards could enforce penal sanctions, backed by an 
efficient police and judiciary, which are sanitized from current political, social and 
environmental realities, as was the case during British and Pakistani rule, at least in the 
case of the reserved forests.3 

1 The overwhelming majority of the inhabitants of the reserved forests in the CHT belong to indigenous 
peoples, except to some extent in the Matamuhri Reserve, and to a lesser extent, very small pockets of the 
southern and southwestern fringes of the Kassalong Reserve.  
 
2 Guha and Gadgil (1988: 7) write: “The framework of the 1878 [Forest] Act provided the underpinnings of 
the scientific management of forests. A logical corollary of the combined operations of law and “scientific 
management” was, however, sharp restrictions on customary use [of forests]. For, rationalized timber 
production could only be ensured though the strict regulation of traditionally exercised rights…” (Brackets 
added).  
 
3 Prior to the de-reservation of the Maini Reserve in the first quarter of the 20th century, the British Indian 
Army was to be deployed to eject “encroachers” from the reserve. However, they were dissuaded through 
the mediation of the then Chakma Chief, Raja Bhuvan Mohan Roy. The paramilitary force, East Pakistan 
Rifles, was actually deployed to expel “encroachers” from the Reingkhyong Reserve in early 1971. Due 
largely to interventions by the then members of the national and provincial legislative assemblies 
(respectively, Raja Tridiv Roy, and Manobendra Narayan Larma), and the onset of the Bangladesh War of 
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A group of scientists from the Asiatic Society of Pakistan had visited the southern CHT, 
including the Reingkhyong RF, and on the basis of its information, some of the 
settlements therein had been forcibly destroyed by the government. One of the 
members of the group had noted the following: 
 
 “[The] para which existed on the shore of the [Reingkhyong] Lake for the 

previous five years was no more there. The authority had given them 
extreme punishment, which meant burning down the para. They and all 
other intruders had been completely ousted from the Reserve or nearly so… 
That was the happiest news I heard for some time… We take this 
opportunity to congratulate the Forest Deptt. for this action which saved a 
beautiful forest and an extremely valuable fauna. The intruders always 
claimed that they were from the area affected by the Kaptai Dam. This was a 
very weak point for the Government.”4 

 
Political, social and economic realities of today do not suggest that such ’policing’ 
functions are viable today in the manner of the colonial period. On the contrary, the 
currently prevailing paradigm of human rights standards would suggest that such 
behaviour would be publicly intolerable today, judicially unenforceable, internationally 
rebuked upon, and hence, all things considered, unviable, from legal, moral and practical 
considerations.  
 
Similarly, the indigenous inhabitants of several of the reserved forests, including both 
the original inhabitants and later migrants (including those displaced by the Kaptai 
Dam, population transfer and armed conflict), have been using, and at times “misusing”, 
the resources of the reserved forests based upon their own needs, priorities and 
assumptions. Some of these practices are based upon traditional customs, while others 
are innovations and adaptations in response to ever-changing exigencies. But, none of 
these practices has been specifically recognized by the government, although a strong 
case may be made to argue that such customs, practices, etc. are not devoid of legal 
status, and certainly merit humanitarian understanding.  
 
It could be argued, from political, and even juridical, considerations, that such 
customary practices are an integral part of the CHT legal system. According to the CHT 
Regulation 1900, enactments applicable to the hill region – including the Forest Act 
1927 – are required to be consistent with the Regulation and rules framed thereunder.5  
However, when the concerned notifications during the British period had converted 
these forests from customarily owned and used lands into “reserved forests” - 
considered as the exclusive domain of state-controlled land - no reference was made to 
those customs and practices. Consequently, virtually every conceivable form of land use 
in such “forests” was thus rendered into a punishable crime.6 Unless and until a liberal 

Liberation, the force withdrew, but not before some violence could ensue.  See: Webb & Roberts (1976: 19) 
and Schendel et al (2006: 206).   
 
4 Husain (1967: 164) cited in Schendel et al (2000: 206). 
 
5 Section 4(1), CHT Regulation 1900. 
 
6 The pattern of management in the somewhat less penal sanctions-oriented protected forests (believed to 
have been notified between 1960s-90s) largely mirrors the example of the reserved forests. The procedural 
formalities concerning notice and resolution of claims upon such lands prior to final proclamation – which 

                                                                                                                                                               



 6 

and community-friendly interpretation is provided to such legal documents, at least at 
the operational level, through legal reforms or judicial directives or otherwise, the 
legality of the indigenous peoples’ and communities’ practices based upon traditional 
customs and practices remain, at best, a ‘moot point’.  
 
Thus came about a “conflict of traditions” that would be untouched by any serious 
attempt to bring about a compromise between them, including in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts Accord of 1997, or any legal reform in its aftermath. The flirtation with “social 
afforestation” programmes – implemented on a small part of the reserved forests, and 
perhaps protected forests and some parts of the “USFs” as well - may well have acted as 
a catalyst in a possible way out of the ongoing impasse. Had these programmes been 
sufficiently “social” in their essence, rather than their name, that might have been the 
case. But that was not to be. The control-obsessed orientation of the BFD came to the 
fore again, demonstrating a manifestation of the ‘colonialist’ paradigm of forest 
management, reminiscent of the “scientific management of forests” of the time of the 
British colonial administration, on account of the prevalence of convention or “tradition” 
in the sense referred to above.7 
 
2.2 Management of the Non-Reserved Forest Lands: Tradition versus Market  
With regard to the remaining parts of the CHT outside of the reserved forests and 
protected forests, the situation was different; markedly so in the case of some categories 
of lands, and only partially so, in the case of others.  
 
Where it coincided with the constantly accelerating pattern of private ownership over 
lands – market centres and hubs, towns and peri-urban centres, rural settlements 
(including those granted to Bengali migrants or “settlers” from the plains in the 1980s), 
plough lands and “fringe-lands”, and even orchards and plantations raised by residents 
and non-residents (including those leased out to non-resident lessees in the 1980s and 
90s) - the legal regime and management patterns were, and still are, starkly different. 
Here, exchange-oriented ownership paradigms prevailed, and it was the market, rather 
than tradition, which largely, if not solely, set the tone and pattern of land use. However, 
the prevailing political unrest and armed conflict in the region (1970s-90s), and 
consequent displacement (creating internally displaced persons or ‘IDPs’), and 
population transfer (bringing in government-sponsored Bengali migrants or “settlers” 
from outside the CHT in the 1980s), also affected such patterns to a significant extent.        
 
In a generic sense, apart from the reserved forests, protected forests and the privately 
owned lands, there are two categories of lands in which customary practices or 
“traditions” preponderate.8 

are more stringent for the protected forests than the reserved forests - were even more perfunctorily 
observed, than was perhaps the case for the reserved forests, at the time notification.    
 
7 In this chapter, by “traditional” or “conventional” forest management is meant the “scientific management” 
of forests employed by the British Indian government, through the use of annexationist Forest laws that 
denied or marginalized customary use regimes, and employed policing and penal laws to protect the newly 
demarcated forests to apprehend and punish “encroachers”. See, e.g., Guha & Gadgil (1988) and Lynch & 
Talbott (1993). See also, footnote 2.  
 
8 Two kinds of lands, without formal lease or settlement, among others, are nevertheless managed and used 
in the nature of private landholdings in the CHT. These include, firstly, individual plots of land, which a 
mauza headman has recommended for settlement, but for which no formal settlement has yet been 
obtained, and secondly, the quantity of land included within the “boundaries” of a settled plot, which is in 
excess of the area for which the government has granted settlement or lease.   
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These are, firstly, the ‘mauza reserves’ or “village common forests” (VCFs). These are 
managed substantively through traditional rules and customs, which have been 
provided with explicit, if largely undefined, statutory recognition.9 
 
The second category includes the jum (swidden), grazing and grassland commons of the 
indigenous communities, which were left to be managed by the Mauza Headmen, under 
the generally benign supervision of the concerned authorities.10  The latter category of 
‘commons’ could be freely converted into privately owned lands. The process of such 
conversion, however, has varied. 
 
Where it concerned indigenous people and ethnic Bengali permanent residents, the 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) used to grant “settlements”, based upon express 
recommendations of the concerned mauza headman. This process continued from 1860 
to 1989. Since 1989, and particularly after amendments were made to the District 
Councils laws in 1998 (immediately after the CHT Accord of 1997), the prior consent of 
the Hill District Councils (HDCs) was required before settlements, leases, transfers and 
compulsory acquisitions could be made.11 However, where it concerned “settlements” to 
Bengali migrants from the plains (largely in the 1980s), or in the case of commercial 
“leases” to non-resident individuals and companies (1970s-90s), the involvement of the 
Headmen and Chiefs was dispensed with (this was in the period before the 1997 Accord, 
allegedly in violation of the provisions of the concerned statute; Rule 34 of the CHT 
Regulation).12 
 
2.3 The “Khas” Lands and the “State Forests” 
The last mentioned category of lands – i.e., those apart from the RFs and VCFs – is 
managed by an occasionally conflicting, or at least often incompatible, layer of statutory 
regimes applicable to “forests” and “khas lands”, co-existing with a heterogeneous 
motley of tribal and clan-oriented customs and practices, some of which are expressly or 
implicitly recognized by statutory law, including the CHT Regulation 1900.  
 
The epithet “forest” can bring forth, if so invoked, whether judiciously or otherwise, the 
state’s prerogative to (a) regulate extraction and transit of forest produce (exercised, 
contextually, by the BFD and the DCs, with the HDCs’ legally sanctioned roles yet to be 
seen in practice); and (b) to convert the status of such lands into a protected or reserved 
forest (by invoking the Forest Act of 1927) or a ‘protected area’ (by invoking the Wildlife 

9 Through Rule 41A of the CHT Regulation 1900, and subsidiary executive guidelines. 
 
10 The manner of use of these customarily used lands may be regulated under the CHT Regulation 1900 (see, 
especially Rules 41, 42, 45, 45A & 45B). 
 
11 The grants of settlements were generally only made with the concurrence of the mauza headmen. Two 
notable exceptions were in the case of the government-sponsored Bengali settlers (1980s) and non-resident 
individual and corporate lessees (1980s-90s). Settlements and leases of lands in the CHT have been frozen 
since 1989, except for a limited category, including lands required for state enterprises and installations and 
for educational and religious institutions. The freezing order was reiterated in 2001. See: Memo No. 
Pachbim (Pa-1), Pa-Jela/Misc/85/2000-280 dated 23 October 2001 from the Senior Assistant Secretary, 
Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs to the chairmen of the Hill District Councils and the Deputy 
Commissioners, as reproduced in CHTRC (2010: 538).   
 
12 For a detailed analysis of the alleged illegalities of the population transfer programme of the late 1970s-
1980s, and its impact upon the receiving local population, see: Roy (1997c, 2000b), Roy (1998: 72-79), Roy, 
RCK (2000: 107-121) and Adnan (2004: 47-53).  
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laws; now the Wildlife Safety and Protection Act 2012). It is this generic category of 
untitled lands that the government – primarily, but not exclusively, the BFD - refers to as 
“unclassed state forest” or “USF”. These terms, particularly “USF”, and the control by the 
state over the concerned lands that they implicitly connote, are vociferously challenged 
by indigenous peoples, sometimes backed by the CHT-specific indigenous-led 
institutions – the traditional institutions, the HDCs and the CHT Regional Council 
(CHTRC) - from conceptual, legal and political bases.      
 
The origin of the phrase “unclassed state forest” is unclear, at least from the standpoint 
of law. According to Dr. MohiuddinFarooque, “it is doubtful whether any forest can be 
legally classified as USF, since this terminology does not appear in any legal text”.13 It is 
perhaps based upon the declaration in, 1871, of 5,670 square miles of the CHT, as 
“government forest”, in accordance with section 2 of the Government Forests Act of 
1865 (Act VII of 1865).14 
 
As apparent, the then colonial government distinguished between “government forest” 
and other forests and lands. However, the aforesaid declaration based on the 1865 Act 
did not necessarily seek to extinguish or otherwise invalidate customary and other 
rights, both of communities and of individuals. This is apparent from a proviso to 
section 2 of the Act, which qualified that “such notification shall not abridge or affect any 
existing rights of individuals or communities.”  
 
This safeguard on custom-based community land and resource rights was to be severely 
eroded after the Forest Act 1865 was replaced by the Forest Act 1878, with the latter 
too being ultimately replaced by the Forest Act 1927. However, a sanitized and reduced 
version of the safeguard survives in the Forest Act of 1927, in the context of the creation 
of a protected forest (PF), albeit precariously.15 
 
2.4 Indigenous Concepts on Lands & Forests 
Unlike in the case of the government, to the indigenous inhabitants of the CHT, the 
distinction between “forest” and other lands was not quite so clear.  Thus, a study on the 
CHT VCFs explains the understanding of forested and other lands as held by the CHT 
peoples that is based upon functional perspectives, which does not see lands belonging 
to mutually exclusive categories of “forest” and “non-forest” land slotted into water-tight 
compartments:  
 

“Prior to such declaration there was no formal distinction between forest 
and other lands. The entire region of the CHT was then used by its eleven 
indigenous peoples for their homesteads, their swidden or jum plots and as 
a repository of natural resources for their domestic use, and to a limited 
extent, for trade with market settlements in the coastal region of Chittagong. 
These forested lands were rotationally cropped for swiddens of jum 
whereby each plot of cultivated land was left for fallow for several years.  
Therefore, although juming involves the clearing of forest growth (except 
large trees), the land regenerates itself into a forest again within the fallow 
period, to be jumed again or to be left as a forest. Therefore, the factual 

13 Farooque (1997: 45). 
 
14 Rizvi (1970: 174). 
 
15 Section 29, Forest Act 1927. 
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distinction between jum lands and forest lands is merely a transitory phase 
depending upon the use of land at any given time. Thus, in many cases, the 
same lands were both forest and swidden lands.”16 

 
2.5 The Forest Domain & Shared Sovereignty  
When the British first annexed the CHT into Bengal in 1860, the larger parts of the CHT 
were ruled by the Chakma and Bohmong kings or rajas, while smaller tribal, clan and 
village Chiefs and chieftains exercised authority over their relatively smaller spheres of 
influence. The Mong Raja was recognized as a recorded landowner prior to 1860, but 
official recognition as a CHT raja or Chief was to come only after 1860.17 
 
Between 1880-83, about a fifth of the CHT was declared as reserved forests.18 The 
population of these areas, particularly those bordering the territories of the then 
independent “Lushai” and “Shendu” tribes, was believed to be scarce, particularly on 
account raids of these tribes into CHT territory.19 Therefore, from about the middle of 
the 18th century to the late 19th century (by which time the Lushai country within 
present-day Mizoram state of India had been “subjugated” by the British), the actual 
location of permanent or semi-permanent indigenous settlements, and the internal 
movements of their inhabitants within the CHT, is at best a matter of conjecture.20 Given 
that governmental information on remote settlements is even today far from perfect 
(there is little or no reliable official statistics on the inhabitants of “remote” areas, both 
within and outside the reserved forests), to assume that governmental information 
about settlements in the reserves of the 1880s was reliable, let alone accurate, would be 
gravely fallacious.      
 
Although the reserved forests were, and still are, nominally within the tribal jurisdiction 
of one or other of the Chiefs of the “circles” (earlier on, “territorial circles”; as the 
chiefdoms of the CHT rajas were then called), the administration of these lands was 
placed solely in the hands of the new Forest Department. Thus these lands were 
effectively taken outside the jurisdiction of the Chiefs, and consequently, the 
Superintendent of Hill Tribes or Hill Superintendent (later Deputy Commissioner) too, 
with the latter being legally charged with the supervision of the administration of the 
Chiefs and sub-chiefs.  
 

16 Roy & Halim (2013: 100, 101).  
 
17 Hutchinson (1978: 12), Roy (2000a: 46).   
 
18 Loffler (2012: 56). In the District Gazetteer, published soon after the 1901 Census (Allen et el, 2012), the 
area of RFs is recorded as 1,385 square miles (and “Unclassed” forests as 3,753 square miles) out of a total 
area of 5,138 square miles. In 1976, records show 1, 244.50 square miles of RFs, 24% of total area of 5.093 
square miles: Webb & Roberts (1976: 1, 2). The phrase “unclassed forest” rather than “unclassed state 
forest” is to be noted. According to the current author’s estimate, the present area of the reserved forests in 
the CHT covers between 27-28% of the CHT (see Tables 13, and 14, 14A, 14B, 14C and 14D, in the annexe).  
 
19 Loffler (2012: 56). Loffler states that the people known as “Lakher or Maara, Poi and others” were then 
referred to as “Shendu”. “Lushai” is one of the tribes recognized in the HDC and CHTRC Acts of 1998. In 
Mizoram State, India, the formerly known Lushai are known as Mizo.    
 
20 The American geographer, Dr. David E. Sopher, who conducted field research in the CHT in 1960-61, 
wrote, citing Stevenson (1944: 13): “For a century before [the last quarter of the 19th century], terrorizing 
raids for the purpose of taking heads, slaves, and booty were frequently undertaken by Mizo and Kumi 
tribes living to the east and south of the Hill Tracts”. Sopher (1964: 118) similarly cites Lewin (1870: 190, 
299), stating that much of the valley lands of the CHT around the 1860s were “a broad tract of depopulated 
and deserted country”.   
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Prior to British annexation, the Chakma and Bohmong rajas controlled the major trading 
routes between the CHT and plains Chittagong.21 They exacted tolls on forest produce 
leaving the hill region, which they saw as their prerogative.  
 
Soon after the British advent in the hill region in the 1860s, the management of these 
toll stations was to be taken over by the colonial authorities.22 In the beginning, the 
Chiefs were allowed to administer these stations, but not for long.23 When the Forest 
Department ultimately took over the forest toll collection, the government sought to 
compensate the income of the Chiefs from these taxes by a remission of their dues to the 
government from the tax collected by them on swidden cultivation (later called Jum Tax 
or Jum Rent), which survives to this day.  
 
Roughly half of the chiefs’ average annual incomes from these toll stations were 
earmarked for remission, which, in the time of the Chakma regnant queen, Rani Kalindi, 
in the first half of the 19th century, came to 2,286 rupees. The Chakma, Bohmong and 
Mong Chiefs are even today entitled to this annual remission of Taka 1,143, Taka 823, 
and Taka 153, respectively, under the heading, “Good Conduct Allowance”. 24 
 
The Chiefs’ and Headmen’s roles in other aspects of forest management were 
manifested in different ways. As in so many other forest-dependent indigenous societies 
elsewhere in the world, the Chiefs were entitled to the haunch of the larger game, 
including deer, sambhur (sambur, sambar: Rusa unicolor) and wild boar, collected 
through the Headmen and Karbaries.25Other such manifestations include an order of the 
Deputy Commissioner in 1955, which forbade the issuance of permits (at one time 
called “royalty permits”), for extraction of forest produce in “USFs”, without the 
concurrence of the concerned Chief and Headman (Appendix 15).26 
 
The remaining four-fifths of the CHT that was not taken over for reserved forests was 
left under the administration of the Chiefs under the guidance of the District Officer (at 
first Superintendent and later, Deputy Commissioner or Assistant Commissioner).  
 
At first, private title in land was not a concept with which the indigenous peoples were 
familiar. This changed with the introduction of sedentary plough cultivation, which 
made its feeble beginnings in the early part of the 19th century, with large to medium-
sized estates held by the Chiefs, leading sub-chiefs (Dewan, Roaza, Amu, etc.) and their 
relatives. But it was not until the early or mid 20th century, that plough cultivation 

21 Brauns & Loffler (1990: 30). 
 
22 Rizvi (1970: 174). 
 
23 Ibid. 
 
24 The remission for reduced income from toll stations were later titled Good Conduct Allowance, and fixed 
vide Government of Bengal’s Order No. 30332 dated 15.03.1926. These were referred to in later 
correspondences, including DC, CHT’s Memo No. 251/T, dated 17.07.1976 and DC, Rangamati Hill Tracts’ 
Memo dated 07.05.2012: Chakma Raja’s Archives, Rajbari, Rangamati.   
 
25 The records of the chiefs’ courts show cases filed to collect such exactions of tribute, and in default, the 
payment of fines, if necessary with executive support of the District Magistrate, including from tribals 
employed by the government.  
 
26 DC’s Standing Order contained in Memo No. 1925(21)/G, dated, 30 April 1955 (Appendix 15).  
 

                                                        



 11 

ultimately took hold in the hill region.27 However, the private titles held by ordinary 
villagers were not to be acquired on a large scale until the 1950s, when major reforms to 
the land laws took place. The process accelerated further in the late 1960s and early 70s, 
particularly on account of the state-owned and state-run Agriculture Development 
Corporation, EPADC/BADC’s Chittagong Hill Tracts Development project. This project 
facilitated easy access of local farmers to land titles for 5-10 acre hillside plots and soft-
term loans, particularly to those affected by the Kaptai Dam. 
 
Until 1989, the administrative and legal regimes were fairly straightforward and clear-
cut. The RFs were managed solely by the Forest Department, invoking the Forest Act of 
1927 and subordinate rules.28The only exceptions were when it involved development 
matters, in which the local government bodies played a role, or where it involved major 
crimes (“felonies”), necessitating the involvement of the police and criminal courts, or 
customary law matters involving the jurisdiction of the traditional institutions. The 
remainder of the CHT was administered by the Deputy Commissioner, and contextually, 
in conjunction or in consultation with, the Chiefs and Headmen.  
 
The main legal instrument was the CHT Regulation 1900, which expressly or implicitly 
included customary laws, practices and usages, which were interpreted by the 
traditional leaders, including through the provision of formal advice – orally or in 
writing - to the Deputy Commissioner, which was, and still is, a legally-mandated 
component of the CHT administration.29 Although electoral representation was 
introduced in the CHT in the 1950s and 60s – for the legislatures in 1954 and for the 
local government bodies in the early 1960s – these elected officials and 
parliamentarians had, and still have, no direct role in land and forest management.  
 
2.6 The Kaptai Dam & Its Impact on People, Lands & Forests  
The Kaptai Dam was one of the worst man-made disasters perpetrated on the people of 
the CHT. Commissioned in 1960, with the financial support of the US government, full 
flooding was reached by 1962, and the dam inundated between 400 to 600 square miles 
of valley lands, and displaced more than 100,000 people, predominantly lowland wet-
rice farmers within the Chakma Circle, and marginally within the Mong Circle.30 Most of 
the displaced people were Chakma, although a small number of Bengali farmers 
descended from 19th century Bengali migrants, were also affected. About 54,000 acres, 
or two-fifths of the best plough lands in the Karnafuli river’s widest valley area, were 
permanently lost, including more than 70 square miles of RF land (more than half the 
size of the Sangu RF and more than three times the size of Sitapahar RF). 31 
 
Among the directly affected people, an estimated 10,000 families were plough 
cultivators of the valley, while 8,000 families were jumias of the valleys and adjacent 

27 Loffler (2012: 62, 63); Sopher (1963, 1964).  
 
28 Among the most important of such rules were the CHT Forest Transit Rules 1973 (earlier, CHT Forest 
Transit Rule 1942) and the Chittagong and Chittagong Hill Tracts Reserved Forests Fire Protection Rules 
1958.  
 
29 Roy (2000a: 46, 47).  
 
30 Roy, R. T (2010: 175-177); Ali (1993:179). 
 
31 Ishaq (1975: 100, 126). 
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uplands.32 Of the estimated 85,000 people who lost lands, 70,000 were Chakma, with 
46,000 of them being plough cultivators of the valley.33 While some, but by no means all, 
of the plough cultivators, received some compensation (which was grossly inadequate 
according to some estimates),34 the jumias went totally uncompensated.  
 
About one-third of the lost lands were replaced by de-reserving parts of the southern 
Kassalong RF, which was mostly lowland.35 Between 10,000 to 40,000 disgruntled 
Chakmas – both jumias and plough cultivators – emigrated to India, with most of them 
now being stateless refugees in Arunachal Pradesh, India, despite court orders granting 
them Indian citizenship.36 
 
The direct loss of RF lands was only 70 square miles (42,960 acres), but forested 
portions of the mauza lands, including VCFs, were also lost, although no reliable study 
on the extent of such loss has been done to date. Several parts of the Kassalong and 
Reingkhyong RFs were converted into isolated islands, cut off from the larger forested 
portions of the RFs. Needless to mention, their conservation and protection became an 
insurmountable challenge, prompting international forestry experts to suggest that they 
be de-reserved. These experts, Webb & Roberts, concluded: “These islands are too small 
to form economic forestry units and should be de-reserved and be utilized for 
agricultural production”. 37 
 
Such advice was not to be heeded, and in fact, the opposite has been done: to create 
several more tiny units of RFs in the 1990s, with many more still awaiting a process of 
reservation today. Webb & Roberts did not specify the location and extent of these 
“island” RFs. But given today’s technology, available through the use of satellite images 
and portable remote sensing tools, it is a fairly easy task to locate them. In any case, the 
point is that the loss of resources within RFs, if not the land itself, was many times worse 
than the official figures would suggest. 
 
The indirect consequences of the Kaptai Dam led to even further losses of RF and other 
forested lands. Within a few years of the dam, 45 square miles of the Kassalong RF was 
to be de-reserved to rehabilitate displaced plough cultivators, both Chakma and 
Bengali.38 Less than a decade later, another 21 square miles from the same RF was to be 

32 Ishaq (1975: 126). 
 
33 Loffler (2012: 63, 64).  
 
34 Roy, R. T (2010: 176). 
 
35 Sopher (1963: 348). 
 
36 Roy, R. T (2010: 177, 178), Roy (1997a: 38).  By judgment dated 17 September 2015, the Supreme Court 
of India (Anil R. Dave & Adarsha Kumar Goel, JJ), in Committee for Citizenship Rights of Chakmas in Arunachal 
Pradesh & Others v. State of Arunachal Pradesh & Others (Writ Petition No. 510 of 2007), directed the 
“Government of India and the State of Arunachal Pradesh to finalise the conferment of citizenship rights on 
eligible Chakmas and Hajongs” and to comply with other directions “for protection of their life and liberty 
and against their discrimination in any manner…”. 
http://www.indiaenvironmentportal.org.in/files/Chakma%20and%20Hajong%20Tribals%20Arunachal.pd
f [Accesses 26 March 2016].  
 
37 Webb & Roberts (1976: 29, 34). 
 
38 See, chapter 2.6, for details. 
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de-reserved to accommodate government-sponsored Bengali settlers from outside the 
CHT.  
 
Thus, directly and indirectly, more than 136 square miles or 86,463 acres of RFs were to 
be lost.  More losses to biodiversity and forest produce were to follow, particularly in 
the Reingkhyong RF, on account of un-rehabilitated environmental refugees of the dam, 
many of whom were also lured into the RF, by the Forest Department itself, to create 
plantations through the Taungya method, perhaps the cheapest form of plantation 
labour anywhere in the world!       
 
In his meticulously researched book on ‘Migration, Land Alienation & Ethnic Conflict in 
the CHT’, Dr. Shapan Adnan has written thus about the impact of the Kaptai Dam:  
 

“The destructive consequences of the Kaptai project have continued to plague 
the people of the CHT up to the very present. The loss of some of the most 
productive lands, combined with the uprooting and displacement of people, 
increased demographic and economic pressure, leading to impoverishment 
and insecurity. “39 

 
A large number of displaced people - both jumias and former plough cultivators – had no 
other recourse but to take up, in desperation, jum cultivation on whichever category of 
lands they could find. This obviously includes those hapless people that Webb & Roberts 
labelled “encroachers” that had “strayed” into the Reingkhyong RF.40 Ironically, the 
former plough cultivators’ ancestors had forsaken jum for the plough, with much 
hesitation and deprecation, under British colonial persuasion or prompting, about a 
century or so ago! 
 
2.7 Land Scarcity in the CHT  
The Kaptai Dam had driven home one point, that screamed across to policy-makers and 
CHT residents alike: that natural resources were getting scarcer and scarcer, while 
population was rising at geometrical rates, and therefore, that livelihood strategies had 
to change. But resource constraints were not a new thing for the CHT.  
 
Given the acute shortage of plains and valley lands conducive to intense irrigation-
oriented agriculture, British policy-level experts, if not all the district administration 
officials, realized, as early as in the second decade of the 20th century, that jum 
cultivation would remain vital for the economy of the CHT. A senior British official, F. D. 
Ascoli, on special duty in the CHT, had concluded the following:  

 
“It is not possible to understand the economic development of the Hill 
Tracts, unless the fallacy that the cultivation of hillsides by juming must be 
abolished, is dispelled …… It is not possible to estimate the area still 
available for plough cultivation, but it is certain that it alone would not be 
sufficient to support the mass of the jumia population … It must be accepted 
that juming will continue, and that the greater portion of the population 
must be supported by hillside cultivation.”41 

39 Adnan (2004: 24). 
 
40 Webb & Roberts (1976: 19). 
 
41Ascoli (1918: 14). 
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Sensing the increasingly unfavourable ratio between the existing population and 
available resources (there were no industries in the region at the time, and are still 
scarce today), under Ascoli’s recommendation, immigration into the CHT was 
tightened.42 These restrictions were to be relaxed, if not totally undone, by amendments 
to the CHT Regulation 1900, in 1971 and in 1979,43 although somewhat reversed again, 
after the CHT Accord, through amendments, in 1998, to the Hill District (Local 
Government) Council Acts of 1989.44 
 
2.8 The Forestal Report (1966) 
The relative scarcity of resources, viz-a-viz the region’s population, was not to be 
highlighted again until the early 1960s, through the report of Canadian soil scientists 
belonging to a company called the Forestal Forestry and Engineering International 
Limited, known in knowledgeable circles simply as “Forestal”. Forestal’s report was an 
eye opener for policy-makers, eventually setting the tone for various developmental and 
forestry interventions. Although some of the Forestal experts’ recommendations, and 
more importantly, their assumptions, may not hold true today, particularly due to their 
failure to take social and cultural factors into consideration, the data generated by them 
is nevertheless almost as relevant today, as it was, half a century ago. This is especially so 
in the field of forestry and horticulture.  
 
Forestal did extensive surveys of the CHT soils, except as far is known, in the reserved 
forests. Their findings highlighted the natural limitations of the soil varieties in the CHT, 
on account of the relatively young age of the CHT land surface and its steep slopes, 
despite its relatively low altitude (the mountain ranges are on average only about 300 
metres or 1,000 feet above mean sea level, but that belies the rugged an undulating 
nature of the terrain, with80% of the CHT lands being categorized as “hilly” or 
“mountainous”).45 
 
The Forestal Report concluded that only 3.1% of the CHT, graded as “Class A” land 
(74,466 acres or about 121 square miles), was suitable for all-purpose agriculture, 
denoting intensive irrigation-oriented agriculture.46 Conversely, the study found that 
72.9 % of the CHT, graded as “Class D” land (1,816,993 acres or 2,960 square miles), was 
suitable only for afforestation.47  In between were, “Class B”: 2.7% (67, 871 acres or 110 
square miles), suitable partly for terraced agriculture and partly for fruit gardening 
(horticulture); “Class C”: 14.7% (366,622 acres or 597 square miles), suitable mostly for 
horticulture and partly for afforestation; and “Class C-D”: 1.3% (32,024 acres or 52 

42 See, e.g., Rule 52 of the CHT Regulation, which severely restricted entry into the CHT by “non-natives” 
(reportedly repealed in 1930), and Sub-Rule 13 of Rule 34 of the Regulation (which restricts the acquisition 
of land title in the CHT by non-residents). For a comparative law, which is still valid in various states in 
Northeast India, see: Inner Line Regulation 1873 (Regulation 5 of 1873).  
 
43 See, Roy (1997c) and Roy (1998: 71-90).  
 
44 See, particularly, section 64 of the Hill District Councils Acts of 1989 (as amended in 1998), and the 
preambles to the HDC Acts 1989 (as amended in 1998) and the CHTRC Act 1998, which refer to “backward 
tribal-inhabited special [areas]”. 
 
45 Asian Development Bank (2001: 6). 
 
46 Forestal (1966: Appendix 1, Vol. 2).  
 
47 Ibid.  
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square miles), a composite of class “C” and class “D” lands, suitable mostly for 
afforestation, but partly for horticulture, after terracing of the slopes.48 Two tables on the 
soils of the CHT based upon the Forestal Report and subsequent soil surveys are annexed 
to this report (Tables 7`and 8).  
 
2.9 Horticulture Projects of Jum Control Division, EPADC/BADC & CHTDB 
Based on the Forestal report, from the late 1960s to this day, many projects and 
programmes have been undertaken by different government agencies on horticulture 
and forestry, including the EPADC/BADC, the CHT Horticulture Development Board 
(formed in 1973, and now defunct), the Department of Agriculture Extension, the 
CHTDB, and the BFD, among others. 
 
Projects on horticulture – basically orchards with mixed species of trees, particularly 
fruit trees – were introduced in the mid-1960s by a new branch of the Forest 
Department called the Jum Control Division (JCD). As its name suggests, this Division’s job 
was “to woo farmers away from jum cultivation into sedentary mixed orchard 
farming”.49 Juming, which had been regarded by the government and the Forestal Report 
as “unscientific” and “wasteful”, was recommended by the “experts” to be phased out by 
starting horticulture projects involving jumias.50 However, the project was, as described 
in more detail in chapter 7.1, a dismal failure, on account, among others, of lack of 
relevant knowledge and experience on the part of the JCD, and the planters, particularly, 
the former.51 Unknown to the farmers hitherto involved in them (many of whom still 
stayed on or near the project sites), the lands were at first declared as protected forests, 
and later, some of them were converted into reserved forests between the 1960s to the 
1990s, while others remain under a process of reservation until today.  
 
After the JCD’s imbroglio with jumias-turned-horticulturists, another government 
agency, the CHT Development Board (CHTDB) – then led by the military commander of 
the Chittagong region - initiated its own brand of horticulture projects, again with jumias, 
through its Joutha Khamar (Joint-Farm or Collective Farm) programme, in the late 1970s 
and early 80s. But this time, counter-insurgency imperatives, aimed at isolating 
indigenous guerrillas from their main support base, the indigenous villagers, was the 
prime, if not the sole, objective.    
 
Yet again, the sedentarization of  “nomadic” farmers was sought to be achieved. This 
project too, largely failed, as evident from the breaking away of such settlements at 
various stages of the project cycle. Strategic exigencies, rather than ecological or market 
factors, primarily determined the location of such settlements. Consequently, on account 
of the choice of sites divorced from water and other natural resources access, many such 
farms, cynically dubbed “concentration camps”, failed to sustain.52 The only exceptions 
are a number of rubber plantation projects, which survive today, largely on account of 

48 Ibid.  
 
49 Roy (2004a: 36).  
 
50 Ibid.  
 
51 Sattar (1995: 10, 12), Roy (1998: 62, 63), Roy (2004a: 36, 37).  
 
52 Roy (1998:96). 
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subsidies received from the CHTDB, although in most cases, the plots concerned are yet 
to be transferred to the planters, as was agreed, reminiscent of the JCD’s reneger against 
the orchard growers in the Protected Forest orchards of the 1960s.    
 
However, where the JCD and the CHTDB had failed, the CHT Development Project of 
EPADC/BADC- which was launched earlier, in 1969 - had succeeded, at least to a great 
extent, being somewhat of an anomaly among state-led development interventions in the 
forestry and agriculture sectors in the CHT over the last five decades or so.53  There were 
several reasons behind EPADC/BADC’s relative success and the JCD’s and CHTDB’s 
failures.  
 
Firstly, in the EPADC/BADC project, the planters were given a lot of facilities that were 
not present in the JCD and CHTDB projects, or at least not to its extent. This included 
titled land (the lands were generally chosen by the farmers but the title documents were 
facilitated by the project staff and handed over to the farmers), easy access to low 
interest loans (again, the government-owned Agriculture Bank’s loans were given out, 
and monitoring of field staff, mostly local hill people, was efficient, by both locally-
recruited and national government senior officials. Conversely, in the JCD and CHTDB 
projects, tenurial security was absent or weak (the promised land titles, in the case of the 
JCD, were reneged upon), credit facilities were absent or unreliable, and with regard to 
the inclusion of local staff, there was some difference between the JCD and CHTDB 
projects. In the case of the JCD, the decisions were largely made by forestry officials with 
no understanding of local cultural and social norms or of the environment. In the 
CHTDB’s case, indigenous officials were involved, but decision-making was retained by 
senior government officials – civil and military – and not by locals.54 Corruption was a 
problem too, in both cases, although the military officials were not implicated in them.  
 
Secondly, and consequent upon the first differentiation, whilst in the EPADC/BADC 
project the planters were in control of their orchards, in the JCD and CHTDB-managed 
plantations, particularly the former, the planters were treated largely like wage 
labourers, perhaps a hangover from the Taungya plantation programmes in the Forest 
Department’s tree plantations.55 Ultimately, lack of capital and credit facilities, marketing 
problems (lack of storage, value-addition and marketing facilities) created problems 
even for the EPADC/BADC farmers. However, many of the farmers previously involved 
within the EPADC/BADC project are now running their own orchards reasonably 
successfully. On the other hand, most of the farmers involved in the JCD and CHTDB 
farms became more impoverished.   
 
2.10 The Farmers’ Tree Plantations  
By the 1970s, and particularly the 1980s, optimum or near-optimum levels of horizontal 
expansion of wet-rice cultivation had been reached in the CHT (intensification through 
double and triple-cropping has its challenges in the CHT due to shortage of ground water 
and surface-water irrigation problems). Therefore, in addition to fruit gardening, more 

53 Roy (2004a: 36, 37), Roy (1998: 62, 63).  
 
54 Roy (1998: 94-96). Crucial information on these projects was obtained long before this study, from the 
late Kushal Dewan, a former senior official who worked at different times, for EPADC/BADC, DAE and 
CHTDB.  
 
55 Roy (2004a: 37). 
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and more farmers took to creating tree plantations (teak or Tectona grandis Linn, gamar 
or Gmelina arborea, koroi or Albizzia spp., chapalish or Artocarpus chaplasha, etc.) for 
sale, particularly in the Karnafuli reservoir area.56 
 
 This was to spread to other parts of the region in less than a decade. On account of their 
traditionally handed-down knowledge of jum cultivation, as also the experience of their 
fellow hill people in the Forest Department’s Taungya plantations, indigenous farmers - 
later also followed by Bengali farmers to an extent - raised their own plantations on 
lands recorded in their names, and later, even on customarily held lands. Compared to 
the barren hills of the reserved forests, the mauza lands started to become green again. 
The major problem here was the cumbersome Forest Transit Rules, which had to be 
followed in order to extract timber and export them to the major markets in the plains 
(explained graphically in Figure 1 in the annexe). Of course, ecological, biodiversity and 
watershed management issues were also there, but this will be discussed elsewhere in 
the report. 
 
The complex process of obtaining the necessary extraction and export licence or permit 
bred innumerable delays and corruption. Farmers had to wait months, or even years, to 
obtain the necessary permit, particularly if their plantations were located far from the 
district headquarters, where the senior BFD and other district-level officials were 
located. This has led to a serious disincentive to tree farming. Simplification of the permit 
process has been a recurrent demand of local plantation owners and timber merchants 
alike, as was resoundingly voiced at the recent consultation held in Rangamati in June 
2015. Although the genetic bases of such plantations would not gladden the heart of a 
biodiversity enthusiast, compared to the BFD’s mono plantations of teak,  Agor (Aquilaria 
species) or pulpwood, there was generally far more species diversity in the farmers’ 
plantations. These issues will be elaborated further when the Forest Transit Rules of 
1973 and the Forestry Master Plan are discussed in more detail (see chapters 9.5 and 
10.3). 
 
2.11 The Forestal Paradigm Revisited  
Although the soil survey findings and several recommendations of Forestal on forestry 
and tree farming are quite relevant today, five decades later, yet it is well to be aware 
about the limitations of Forestal’s data and the shortcomings of other aspects of what we 
shall call the “Forestal Paradigm”.  
 
Firstly, it is unclear whether the data is representative of the entire CHT, including the 
reserved forests, or a substantial part of them. Therefore, more basic follow-up studies 
may be necessary, including for the reserved forests, which may have been excluded.  
 
Secondly, the area under settlements now would be well above 5.3%, which was the 
estimated percentage in 1964-66. 
 
Thirdly, the different categories of the soils within the CHT land surface are obviously not 
contained in compact or contiguous blocks. Therefore, depending on the gradient of the 
slopes, the elevation of the land, the direction (east-west-north-south) and other geo-
physical variables, the aforesaid soil categories are bound to cut across administrative, 

56 Roy (1997a: 40, 41).  
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tenurial and watershed boundaries in an erratic manner. Consequently, large-scale 
projects on agriculture have inevitably faced difficulties, unless such variables were 
accounted for. However, where traditional and local knowledge was given due regard, 
problems were far fewer. It is for these reasons that experts on hill and mountain soil 
have advised the government to take care to follow hill and mountain perspectives and 
hill and mountain specificities.57 
 
Fourthly, macro or micro level climatic changes (e.g., precipitation patterns, temperature, 
moisture levels) and human-induced developments (deforestation, agriculture, forestry 
and horticultural interventions, or a combination of any one or more of the above), may 
well require a reassessment of the relative applicability of the data to the different 
categories of lands and soils concerned.  
 
2.12 Demographic Changes  
One of the biggest challenges facing forest and land management in the CHT has been 
the drastic rise in the region’s population. Population density has increased on account 
of two major factors. The first is the lowering of death rates and increase in life 
expectancy rates. Moreover, the occupational changes from predominantly subsistence-
oriented jum cultivation, hunting, trapping and gathering, to other modes of livelihood, 
have produced larger surpluses – at least in some cases – and therefore also supported a 
larger population.58 The second factor has been the phenomenal growth of the CHT 
population, at times almost geometrically, on account of immigration from the plains 
regions of Bangladesh sponsored by the government in the 1980s.  
 
Historically, four major events facilitated such rise of the migrant population. Firstly, the 
restrictions on entry of “non-natives” into the region were lifted or relaxed from1900 to 
1930.59 Secondly, the arrival of Muslim refugees from Assam, particularly in the 1950s, 
was welcomed and facilitated by the government.60 Thirdly, the independence of 
Bangladesh in 1971 and its aftermath saw unrestricted immigration, particularly in the 
north-western Khagrachari district.61 Fourthly, the population transfer programme of 
the late 1970s and early 1980s, which also coincided with a change to the CHT laws on 
land ownership, added to the toll.62 Table 5 in the annexe shows the comparative figures 
for the CHT population from 1872 to 2011, along with estimates for the tribal and non-
tribal population.    
 
The huge rise in the CHT population created direct and indirect pressures on the 
forested lands, particularly the rise through the population transfer programme of the 
1980s, which has been minutely documented by Dr. Shapan Adnan.63 The direct impacts 

57 Partap (1995), Khisa (1995). 
 
58 For the occupational changes in the CHT, including traditional occupations, see Roy (2000c). 
 
59 Roy (2004a: 30, 31).  
 
60 Roy (1998: 70).  
 
61 Roy (1998: 71), Adnan (2004: 46). 
 
62 Roy (1997c), Roy (1998: 64-67, 71-90), Roy, RCK (2001: 107-121), Adnan (2004: 47-67).  
 
63 See, Adnan (2004), especially chapters 4 to 9.   
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included de-reservation of RF land, illegal logging, use and sale of firewood, by both 
indigenous peoples and Bengali migrants, and indirectly, by causing dislocation, which 
in turn led to a rise in the population of the settlements in RF and other forest-adjacent 
lands (see chapters 4.2 and 4.3).  
 
2.13 Major Reforms in Land Ownership Laws & Self Governance (1979-1998) 
The CHT laws on land ownership underwent major changes in the 1930s, in 1961, 
in 1971, and then in 1979. In 1930or about that time, Rule 52 of the Regulation, which 
strictly regulated the entry of “non-natives” into the region, ceased to apply to the 
region.64 In 1971, the DC’s authority to settle up to 25 acres of land to residents of the 
CHT was decreased to 10 acres, while grants of lands to outsiders were allowed, with 
some restrictions but with fewer ceilings on the quantity of land.65 In 1979, the 
restrictions on settlements and leases to non-residents were lifted, and although land 
transfers were still restricted,66 non-residents could now acquire long-term leases for 
residential, industrial and commercial purposes. Disregarding the restrictions that still 
remained, leases for residential agricultural plots on all grades of land were granted on a 
massive scale to ethnic Bengali migrants from the plains in 1979 and in the early 
1980s.67 The aforesaid developments had major disruptive impacts on forest 
management in the CHT.  
 
Grants of settlements were frozen in 1989, after the Hill District (Local Government) 
Councils were established. This was reiterated in 2001.68 Over the last decade or so, 
settlements have only been granted for a limited category, including lands required for 
government projects, and for educational and religious institutions.  
 
  

64 The CHT District Gazetteer states that restrictions to the entry of non-natives were revoked or relaxed in 
1930 (Ishaq, 1975: 256). This has been cited in subsequent versions of the Regulation - e.g., in CHTRC 
(2010: 212), Roy & Chakma (2010: 130) – but no confirmed notification has been located. Given that 
amendments to the Rule were made in 1934, as apparent from footnoted references on amendments to the 
Rule  – (CHTRC, 2010: 212, Roy & Chakma, 2010: 130) – the Gazetteer’s account is most likely inaccurate. 
According to general legislative and legal practices, a law ceases to have effect if it is “repealed” or 
“cancelled”, but it is not common to find references to legal instruments being “deleted”.   
 
65 Roy (1998: 63, 64), Roy (2004: 30, 31).  
 
66 See Rule 34 (13), CHT Regulation 1900.  
 
67 See: Roy (1997c) and Adnan (2004).  
 
68 Memo No. Pachbim (Pa-1), Pa-Jela/Misc/85/2000-280 dated 23 October 2001 from the Senior Assistant 
Secretary, Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs to the chairmen of the Hill District Councils and the 
Deputy Commissioners, as reproduced in CHTRC (2010: 538).   
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III. OVERVIEW OF FOREST CATEGORIES 
 

Forests in Bangladesh, including the Chittagong Hill Tracts, may be categorized in 
various ways.  
 
Firstly, they may be categorized on the basis of their geo-physical environments, which 
may account for such factors as climatic conditions, geographical and soil categories, the 
typology of flora and fauna and so forth.   
 
Secondly, there are the categories expressly named by the enabling laws concerned, 
which also lay down a formal process of notification to confer such status on the lands 
concerned and the manner of their administration and management. In the case of some, 
such as reserved forests (RFs) and protected forests (PFs), the enabling law - the Forest 
Act of 1927 – also lays down the penal sanctions involving prosecution and punishment 
for related “Forest offences”. These may be regarded as the legal categories of forests.  
 
Thirdly, there are the categories of forests according to classifications made by the BFD, 
on account of functional considerations, and whose status is not strictly legal. We may 
regard them as functional categories of forests (discussed further in chapter 3.2).69 
Unclassed State Forest (USF) belongs to this group. Land upon which Social Afforestation 
programmes are undertaken by the BFD also belongs to this category (“Social Forests” 
or SFs).  SFs may also overlap with one or more of the legal categories mentioned above. 
 
Fourthly, there are those categories of forests where the focus is on conservation, and 
hence may be regarded as the conservation categories.70  Conservation areas that are 
managed solely by the government, or co-managed by government and non-
governmental individuals or groups, are known as Protected Areas under the Wildlife 
(Protection and Safety) Act 2012 (see Table 16).71  This group includes forests declared 
as National Parks and Sanctuaries. This category may on occasion overlap with the legal 
categories mentioned above. For example, the Kaptai National Park is part of the 
Sitapahar RF, while the Pablakhali Game Reserve, a Wildlife Sanctuary, is situated within 
the Kassalong RF.  
 
Fifthly, there is the special category of Mauza Reserves, also known as village common 
forests (VCFs). These occur only in the CHT and their status is not sanctioned by a 
national law, as is the case with the 2nd to the 4th categories mentioned above, but by a 
regional or local statute: the CHT Regulation 1900. However, the draft Forest Policy of 
2015 refers to them, under the generic category of “community conserved areas” or 
“CCAs” as “village/mauza common forests”.72These largely natural forests are managed 

69 “Functional” category is not a formally recognized category. This phrase is used here to aid easy 
comprehension and to avoid confusion.   
 
70 “Conservation” forest is not a formally recognized category. The phrase is used here to aid easy 
comprehension and to avoid confusion. The phrase “protected area” is apt to cause confusion with 
“protected forest” except among BFD and forestry experts. There are, and may continue to be, conservation 
forests that are not within the category of protected forests and protected areas. 
 
71 Section 2(43) of the Wildlife (Protection and Safety) Act 2012, ‘protected areas’ are: (a) National Parks; 
(b) Community Conservation Areas; (c) Safari Parks; (d) Eco Parks; (e) Botanical Gardens (declared under 
sections 13, 17, 18 and 19); (f) Special Biodiversity Conservation Area (established under section 22); (g) 
National Heritage; and (h) Kunjaban (declared under section 23).  
 
72 Paragraph 2.5, (Draft) Forest Policy 2015. 
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by indigenous communities of one or more villages or hamlets, and the CHT Regulation 
vests the legal responsibility of managing and protecting the same upon the Headman of 
the mauza concerned.  
 
3.1 Geography of the CHT Lands & Forests 
 
3.1.1 Major Features of the CHT Terrain  
The CHT land mass has undergone fundamental changes over the last two centuries on 
account of population movements, particularly since the region’s annexation to Bengal 
in 1860. The importance of these human interventions has been noted in descriptions of 
the CHT terrain by Dr. David E. Sopher, a prominent American geographer, who did field 
research in the region in the early 1960s, as quoted below:  

 
“Only a small part of the valleys lying between the ranges in the Hill Tractsis 

level land; the greater part is a highly dissected terrain of steep-side 
hillocks, often less than a hundred feet in height. Despite their moderate 
relief, such areas are to be classed ecologically together with the hill ranges. 
Because these are not very high, having an elevation of bout 2,000 feet, the 
climate of the hills is much the same as that of the coastal plain. However, 
striking contrasts and distributional discontinuities appear in the vegetation 
of the hills, suggesting that differences in the human use of the land have 
had important effects on the landscape.”73 

 
“The hills are an expression of simple folding in youthful sedimentaries; the 

resultant ridges, 1500 to 2000 feet high… are seven to ten miles apart in the 
north of the [region]. Although the Karnafuli cuts across the grain of the 
mountains, forming gorges, most of its tributaries are subsequent streams. 
Soft and poorly compacted sandstones, shales, and mudstones form the 
underlying material of the hills. The main ridges are flanked by many low 
cuestas, corrugated by stream erosion; and intricately dissected horizontal 
benchlands of older alluvium, economically a part of the hill lands, fill much 
of the larger valleys. Flat lands of recent alluviation constitute, therefore, a 
very small fraction of the [region].”74 

 
At the time of its inclusion within Bengal in 1860, the CHT was still densely forested. A 
British District Officer of the early 20thth century had this to say about the general 
nature of the CHT surface: 

 
“… a tangled mass of hill, ravine and cliff covered with dense trees, bush and 

creeper jungle. The intervals between the smaller hill ranges are filled with 
a mass of jungle, low hills, small water-courses, and swamps of all sizes and 
description, and these are so erratic in their configuration as to render any 
uniform description impossible… Of wild barren scenery the district 
possesses little or none; but from the summits of the main ranges the view 
of the apparently boundless sea of forest is grand in the extreme. Viewed 
from these points, the lower jungle almost assumes the appearance of level 
green plains, while in reality it is one of the most difficult countries to pass 
through that can be imagined.”75 

73 Sopher (1964: 107). 
 
74 Sopher (1963: 339). Sopher’s term “district” has been replaced with “region”. When Sopher wrote, the 
CHT constituted one undivided district. Since then, it has been trifurcated into the districts of Bandarban, 
Khagrachari and Rangamati, and since 1998, the three districts together are regarded as the “CHT region”.   
 
75 Ishaq (1975:1). 
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3.1.2 Forestry, Geographical & Botanical Categories   
Following the conventional paradigm of forestry as practiced in South Asia, the BFD has 
its own classification of forest categories, which are sometimes an admixture of natural 
categories with functional or legal categories. Thus there are three broad categories of 
forests in Bangladesh: (a) Mangrove forests, also known as “Tidal Mangrove Forests”; (b) 
Hill forests, also known as “Tropical Evergreen or Semi-Evergreen” or “Mixed 
Evergreen” forests; and (c) Sal forests, also known as “Moist or Dry Deciduous 
Forests”.76A fourth category of “village forests” is also mentioned, but that is not a geo-
botanical category.77The forests of the CHT belong to the second category mentioned 
above. Incidentally, the CHT has been included within the region of the Indo-Burma 
Biodiversity Hotspot.78 
 
3.1.3 Botanical Resources of the Hill Forests 
Dr. David E. Sopher, writing in 1963, gave a generic description of the CHT forests, as 
quoted below: 

 
“Vegetation distributions at present are largely controlled by man. The 
Reserved Forests shelter some tracts of fairly dense monsoon forests… 
containing deciduous, semi deciduous, and broadleaf evergreen species. The 
commercially valuable garjan (Dipterocarpus spp.) serves to label the forest 
in this region. Tall bamboo dominates some parts of the Reserved Forests, 
perhaps because of previous use of the land for jhum cultivation (shifting 
agriculture). Jhum is done on virtually all hill lands outside the Reserves… 
Where population pressure necessitates a very short jhum cycle and 
concomitant accidental burning of slopes becomes a commonplace, the 
vegetation cover is a brushland of small bamboo, cane, and coarse grass, 
with scattered slender trees. A succession to Imperata grassland is found 
especially on the flat ridgetops and on the dissected older alluvium of 
valleys such as those of the lower Kassalong, and the Bara Harina. In such 
situations, jhuming is abandoned. Most of the wider valley floors outside of 
the Reserved Forests had been converted to wet-rice farmland by 1960,”79 

 
Mahbubul Alam describes the hill forests, including those in the CHT, as follows:  
 

Most of the hill forests are characterized as mixed evergreen type where 
tropical evergreen plant communities are mixed with tropical deciduous 
trees, in association with diverse herbs, shrubs and bamboos. Among the 
dominant trees, Dipterocarpus turbinatus, Anisoptera scaphula, Syzium 
grande and Artocarpus chaplasha are most common.”80 

 
A leading Bangladeshi geographer, Haroun Er Rashid, has described the CHT forests in 
the following manner:  

76 Alam (2009: 151, 152); Gain (2006: 26).   
 
77 Of the BFD’s 4 major categories: (i) Mangrove forests; (ii) Hill forests; (iii) Sal forests; and (iv) Village 
Forests, the fourth, is obviously not a separate category from geo-physical considerations. See Alam (2009: 
151, 152) citing the Bangladesh Forest Department {http://www.bforest.gov.bd/agro.php [Accessed 25 
April 2009]}.    
 
78 Khan (2013: 171). 
 
79 Sopher (1963: 339). 
 
80Alam (2009: 152). The local or Bengali names are as follows: Dipterocarpus turbinatus: Kali-Garjan; 
Anisoptera scaphula:Boilam; Syzium grande: Jaam family; and Artocarpus chaplasha: Chapalish. 
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 The [CHT] forests are of two types, tropical wet evergreen and tropical 

mixed deciduous and evergreen. The Kassalong R.F. is dominated by Garjan 
(Diptero carpaceae) species and is therefore largely mixed evergreen. On the 
eastern sides of the slopes, particularly in the upper reaches, one can find 
evergreen forests with Chapalish (Artocarpus chaplasha), Chundul 
(Tetrameles nudiflora) and Telsur (Hopea odorata) in the first storey, Pitraj 
(Aphanamyxiz polystachia) and Toon (Cedrela toona) in the second storey 
and Horina (Panicovia rubiginosa) etc. in the third storey. This is essentially 
the mix of forest types in the various Reserved Forests. In many areas there 
is a thin covering of trees, consisting of Civit (Swintonia floribunda), 
Chakrasi (Chukrassia tabularis), Banderholla (Duabanga sonneratoides) etc. 
These areas are often protected by the local people as their “mouza forest”. 
Efforts should be made to increase mouza forests and give them strict legal 
protection.”81 

 
One of the district officers of the CHT, and perhaps the first Deputy Commissioner of the 
region, Captain T. H. Lewin, left a rich account of the produce of the CHT forests, 
including voluminous lists.82 This included the (a) tree species, with particular mention 
of species with special modes of use by locals; (b) medicinal plants used by the hill 
people; and (c) species of bamboo and cane.83   Of cane and bamboo, Lewin wrote the 
following: 
 

 “The cane is the hill man’s rope; with it he weaves baskets, binds his house 
 together, and throws bridges over the otherwise impassable hill torrents…” 
  

“The bamboo is literally his staff of life. He builds his house of the bamboo; 
he fertilizes his fields with its ashes; of its stem he makes vessels in which to 
carry water; with two bits of bamboo he can produce fire; its young and 
succulent shoots provide a dainty dinner dish; and he weaves his sleeping 
mat of fine slips thereof. The instruments with which his women weave 
their cotton, are of bamboo. He makes drinking cups of it, and his head at 
night rests on a bamboo pillow; his forts are built of it; he catches fish, 
makes baskets and stools, and thatches his house with the help of the 
bamboo. He smokes from a pipe of bamboo; and from bamboo ashes he 
obtains potash. Finally, his funeral pyre is lighted with bamboo. The hill man 
would die without the bamboo, and the things he finds hardest of credence 
is, that in other countries the bamboo does not grow, and that men live in 
ignorance of it…”.84 

 
Very large parts of the CHT forests, particularly the Kassalong RF, consist of bamboo 
brakes. Bamboo also makes up a large part of the Reingkhyong, Matamuhri and Sangu 
RFs.85 
 
3.1.4 Zoological Resources of CHT Forests 
As in the case of botanical resources, the CHT forests are also rich in zoological 
resources. At one time the CHT had mega levels of biological diversity. Even up to the 

81 Rashid (2013: 9, 10). 
 
82 Lewin (2011: 15-17). 
 
83 Lewin (2011: 15-17, Appendices A, B and C). 
 
84 Lewin (2011: 16, 17). 
 
85 Anon (1963), De Milde et al (1985) and GoB (1993d) cited in Chakma (2013: 138).  
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late 19th century, the Indian and the Sumatran Rhinoceroses were in existence and the 
Bengal Tiger was in abundance.86 However, in the 20th century, several of these species 
have become extinct in the CHT.  Table21in the annexe, lists those species that are 
known or feared to be extinct or severely endangered.   
 
Going by research findings of a prominent Bangladeshi Zoologist, Monirul H. Khan, it 
would seem that several species of wildlife, hitherto thought to be extinct within 
Bangladesh, are still surviving in the CHT, but probably under severe threat.87These 
include the Bengal Tiger (Panthera tigris),Leopard (Panthera pardus), Clouded Leopard 
(Neofelis nebulosa), Indian Bison (Bos gaurus), at least one of the two species of bear 
occurring in the CHT (Ursus thibetanus, Helarctos malayanus) and at least one of the two 
species of Hornbill (Buceros bicornis, Aceros undulates), among others, as have been 
reported to project staff of the UNDP’s CHTWCA project. Table 22, in the annexe lists 
some of the rare species of fauna that was reported to have been sighted recently in the 
CHT.  
 
3.1.5 Water Resources in CHT Forests 
 
3.1.5.1 Surface Water  
Among the major water resources in the CHT are the rivers Karnafuli (Bor Gaang), 
Chengi (Sengei/Chingri/Chengri), Maini (Meyoni), Sangu (Ree Khyong Gree) and 
Matamuhri (Mamuri).  Their total length has been estimated at 1,400 kilometres or 869 
miles.88 In addition to the aforesaid rivers, “upland communities rely predominantly on 
relatively shallow subsurface flows from the local springs. The monsoon rain is the main 
source of surface water in the region.”89During the rainy season, surface water gets 
contaminated by agro-chemical waste (use of fertilizers in both jums and lowlands has 
risen), domestic wastes and silt, through silt run-off (which is very high on account of the 
sloping lands and shallow topsoil).90 
 
3.1.5.2 Ground Water  
It has been said that on account of the “folded tertiary formations” of the geology of the 
CHT, access to groundwater in the CHT is far more limited than in the plains of 
Bangladesh.91 The hydro-geological conditions of the CHT, along with its high altitude, 
means that installation of tube wells and ring wells is too costly for most people to be 
able to afford.92 
 
3.2 Legal Categories of Forests 
Under the Forest Act 1927 – which is the major law governing the management and 
protection of forests in Bangladesh – there are three major categories of forests. These 

 86 Khan (2013: 171). Sudatta Bikash Tanchangya, General Secretary of MPFLR-CHT, told this author, in 
February 2016, that his parents and elders had told him of sightings of at least one species of Rhinoceros in 
the CHT unto the 20th century.  
 
87 Khan (2013: 172-177). 
 
88 ADB (2010), cited in Easher (2013: 233). 
 
89 Easher (2013: 233). 
 
90Easher (2013: 235). 
 
91 NGO Forum (2010) cited in Easher (2013: 233). 
 
92 NGO Forum (2010) cited in Easher (2013: 235). 
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are: (i) Reserved Forests (RFs);93 (ii) Protected Forests (PFs);94 and (iii) Village Forests.95 
Three other types of forests are legally recognized, according to the Private Forest 
Ordinance 1959, namely (iv) Vested Forests; (v) Controlled Forests and (vi) Private 
Forests.96 In addition, (vii) Acquired Forests (also known as notified forests) are 
recognized under the East Bengal State Acquisition & Tenancy Act 1950 (this law 
applies to all parts of the country except the CHT).97 Only RFs and PFs occur in the CHT.  
 
3.2.1 Reserved Forests  
In addition to National Parks and Sanctuaries, reserved forests (RFs) are among the 
categories of forests that entail strict penal sanctions for unauthorized entry into and 
use of their produce. RFs are declared through formal proclamations concerning “forest-
land or wasteland or any land suitable for afforestation which is the property of 
Government or over which the Government has proprietary rights”.98 

There are five major reserved forests in the CHT, and a sixth large one was de-reserved.  
All were created during the British colonial period. These include the Maini reserve in 
1875 (de-reserved in the 1910s), followed by the Matamuhri, Kassalong,  Sangu, 
Reingkhyong and Sitapahar reserves from 1880 to 1883.99 Smaller reserves, including 
the Maini Headwater RF, the Subalong Headwater RF and the Thega RF have been 
amalgamated with larger RFs (see chapter 5.2).  Then there is, and were, the very small 
RFs. The Barkal RF and the Rangamati RF (both less than one square mile). The 
Rangamati RF was lost to the Karnafuli reservoir and to the largest market settlement in 
the CHT, Reserve Bazar.  

New RFs were created after the independence of Bangladesh, finally notified between 
the 1990s to the 2000s, although the preliminary notification process started at various 
periods, particularly in the early 1990s, and in some cases, a decade or so earlier. 
According to information provided by the office of the Conservator of Forests (CF), 
Rangamati Circle, there are at least 36 new RFs within the Rangamati Forest Circle (not 
to be confused with the indigenous “Chiefs’ Circles”), spread across 33 or more mauzas 
within the Khagrachari, Rangamati and Bandarban districts. Their total area is 
69,035.53 acres (about 108 square miles). Some of them are as tiny as 30 acres (206 
Daldali mauza, Khagrachari) and 115 acres (100 Wagga mauza, Rangamati, and 247 
Jugalchari Mauza, Khagrachari)! Therefore, the Daldali and the Wagga-Jugalchari RFs are 
hardly one-twentieth and one-fifth the size of the Barkal RF, respectively!  

93 See sections 3-28 (Chapter II), Forest Act 1927.   
 
94 See sections 29-34 (Chapter IV), Forest Act 1927.   
 
95 See section 28, Forest Act 1927.   
 
96 For a discussion of the definition of these three types of forests, see Farooque (1997: 44-46). 
 
97 Farooque (1997: 45) provisionally includes Unclassed State Forest (USF) within this category but at the 
same time casts doubt over upon its formal legal status. See also, Lahiry (2002: 13-17).  
 
98 Section 3, Forest Act 1927.  The phrase “any land suitable for afforestation” was added to section 3 
through section 2 of the Forest (Amendment) Act 1990. The corresponding sections of the Forest Act in 
India do not contain this phrase.  
 
99 See further, ADB (2001: 24) and chapter 5.1 for details. The Maini RF was de-notified in the second 
decade of the 20th century and now forms the Dighinala Upazila within Khagrachari district, which forms an 
annexe to the Chakma Circle.   
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Except in the case of a few senior-level BFD officials and other forestry experts, the 
number and extent of the new RFs in the CHT are known to very few. Information on the 
rest of the new RFs in Bandarban district within the Chittagong Forest Circle are being 
collected and collated, and the information on these too need to be shared with policy-
makers, CHT-specific institutions and the general public.  

3.2.2 Protected Forests (PFs)  
“[Any] public forest which has not been reserved”, may be declared as a Protected 
Forest (PF).100 As in the case of the RFs, a declaration of a PF (protected forest) must be 
preceded by notifications, and the rights of “[government] and of private persons … 
[must be] enquired into and recorded at a survey or settlement, or in such other manner 
as the Government thinks sufficient”.101  However, the process of constituting a PF is 
“less cumbersome” than for RFs.102 Creation of a PF is generally “a preliminary measure 
to prevent wanton destruction of trees or wastes where no decision has been taken for 
its use, or to protect forests of inferior growth where introduction of stringent forest law 
would be unnecessary”.103  However, on account of an amendment to the concerned 
legal provisions in 1989, penal provisions akin to those applicable for RFs have been 
made applicable for PFs.104 

Despite this, the basic safeguard against the “[abridgement] of any existing rights of 
individuals or communities” - which was contained in the Forest Act 1865 but watered 
down in the 1878 Act (which totally ignored the rights of communities) – somehow 
makes a precarious existence in the 1927 Act in regards to the process of creation of a 
protected forest.105 

The area of protected forests (PFs) in the CHT is small. In 1976, it was estimated to 
cover about 34,688 acres or 54.20 square miles (Table 11).  However, a large part of 
these PFs was converted into RFs in the 1990s, although exact details are not available 
(see chapter 7.1.). The BFD often treats PFs as an intermediate category between “USFs” 
and RFs, although the legal provisions of the 1927 Act give no such indication.  

 
3.2.3  Village Forests 
A Village Forest (VF) has been defined as “a reserved forest for which additional or 
different regulatory roles may be made and applied to a community level of rights and 
interests”.106 The Forest Act 1927 provides that the government may form a Village 

100 Farooque (1997: 56). Farooque defines “public forest” as “any forest under the ownership of the State” 
(Ibid).  
 
101 Section 29(3), Forest Act 1927. 
 
102 Farooque (1997: 56). 
 
103 Farooque (1997: 57). 
 
104 Farooque (1997: 57). 
 
105 See Section 2 of the Forest Act 1865, section 28 of the Forest Act 1878 and section 29 of the Forest Act 
1927 (as applicable in Bangladesh). In the Forest Act 1927, and its modified versions, as applicable in 
several states of India (such as Odisha), the reference to “rights of village communities” is retained, but 
without the stronger language of safeguards against “abridgement”. See, e.g., section 33(3) of the Orissa 
Forest Act 1972 (Appendix 5). 
 
106 Lahiry (2002: 15). 
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Forest, within a reserved forest, by “[assigning] to any village community the rights of 
Government to or over any land which has been constituted into a reserved forest”.107 
The Act provides further that the government may make rules “for regulating the 
management of village forests, prescribing the conditions under which the community 
to which any such assignment is made may be provided with timber or other forest-
produce or pasture, and their duties for the protection and improvement of such 
forest.”108 No rules for Village Forests have yet been framed, and hence this provision 
has lain dormant in the statute books. However, the corresponding provisions of the 
Bangladeshi Forest Act as contained in the near-identical Forest Acts applicable in 
several states or provinces of India have been effected and supplemented with Village 
Forest Rules, such as in Odisha and Maharashtra (see Chapter 9.2.2 and Appendices 10 
and 13).  
 
3.3 Functional Categories of Forests  
Among what has been termed as a functional category of forests in the CHT (as 
mentioned earlier in this chapter) are the “social forests” (SFs) and the so-called 
“unclassed state forests” (USFs). As mentioned earlier, SFs are not a legal category of 
forests, but the lands with forest cover, excluding RFs, PFs and privately owned lands, 
are generally referred to as “USFs” by the BFD. 
 
3.3.1  Social “Forests” 
The government may establish a social forestry programme on any land that is: (a) 
government property; or over which (b) the government has “proprietary rights” or (c) 
on any land that has been assigned (by an individual or other entity) to the government 
through voluntary written agreement for “afforestation, conservation or management 
through social forestry”.109  A Social Forestry programme is established when “the 
Government, by one or more written agreement assigns rights to forest produce or 
rights to use the land … to persons assisting the government in management of the 
land”.110 
 
These provisions on Social Forestry were supplemented with rules passed under the 
Act, known as the Social Afforestation Rules 2004 (“Shamajik Bonayon Bidhimala 2004”; 
it is explained below why the phrase “Social Afforestation” is being used here rather 
than “Social Forestry”). Bases on this rule, several programmes on social forestry/social 
afforestation (hereafter “SF”) were launched, particularly in the plains districts, on 
various categories of lands and for various species of trees and plants.  The extent of SF 
lands in the CHT is very small.  
 
3.3.2.  The “Unclassed State Forests” 
“Unclassed State Forests” (USF) have been defined, by Dr. MohiuddinFarooque, a noted 
scholar on Forest laws, as “those state forests which have not been notified by the 

107 Section 28 (1), Forest Act 1927. 
 
 108Section 28 (2), Forest Act 1927. 
 
109 Section 28A (1), Forest Act 1927. This provision on Social Forestry was introduced in 2000 through the 
Forest (Amendment) Act 2000. For a critical discussion of this Act and the (then proposed) Social Forestry 
Rules, see Gain (2001), including Roy & Halim, 2001a.   
 
110 Section 28A(2), Forest Act 1927. 
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Government as reserved, protected, controlled or vested forest”. 111 In other words, 
“USFs” include unnotified forests, which belong to the state (by definition excluding 
private forests). In 1976, an Asian Development Bank expert estimated the area of 
“USFs” in the CHT as 3,850 square miles, and noted: “[in] this area, the tribal people are 
allowed to practice [jum] or shifting cultivation and to extract any forest produce 
(fuelwood, bamboo and house construction poles and timber)”.112Table 11 in the annexe 
provides the area of the “USFs” in the CHT, along with RFs and PFs as estimated in 1976.  
 
One of the identifying criteria of USFs, according to Farooque, is that the management of 
the concerned lands is not vested upon the BFD.113Farooque concludes: “it is doubtful 
whether any forest can be legally classified as USF, since this terminology does not 
appear in any legal text”. 114 
 
3.4 Conservation Forests  
Among the categories of specially conserved forests, known, as “protected areas”, are Eco 
Parks, National Parks, Safari Parks, Botanical Gardens, Sanctuaries and Community 
Conservation Areas. Eco Parks and Sanctuaries are the most important, in terms of size. 
Eco Parks are natural habitats of flora and fauna that are meant to enable tourists to visit 
and are formally notified as such in accordance with the Wildlife(Protection & Security) 
Act 2012.115 There are 2 Botanical Gardens, 9 Eco Parks and 1 Safari Park in the plains 
regions of Bangladesh, with none in the CHT.116 
 

 National Parks generally contain a larger extent of territory than Eco Parks, being meant 
to enable visitors to enjoy scenic views and wildlife, which are also formally notified in 
accordance with 2012 Act.117Table 16 in the annexe provides a list of the different 
Protected Areas that are recognized under the Wildlife (Protection & Security) Act 2012.  
Established in 1999, the Kaptai National Park, with an area of 5,464 hectares (13, 501.84 
acres or 21 square miles) within Rangamati district, is one of the 17 National Parks 
within Bangladesh, and its third largest.118 

 
Among other specially protected conservation areas in the CHT is the Pablakhali Wildlife 
Sanctuary (about 420 sq. km or 42, 087 hectares) within Rangamati district, being the 
second largest sanctuary in Bangladesh after the Sundarbans (West) 
Sanctuary.119Declared as a Game Reserve in the 1960s, and as a Wildlife Sanctuary in 

111 Farooque (1997: 45). 
 
112 Webb & Roberts (1976: 3). 
 
113 Webb & Roberts (1976: 3). 
 
114 Webb & Roberts (1976: 3). 
 
115 See, definitions section and section 19 of the Act. This Act repealed the Bangladesh Wild Life 
(Preservation) Order, 1973 (President’s Order No. 23 of 1973).   
 
116 Official website of Bangladesh Forest Department: http://bforest.gov.bd/index.php/protected-areas 
[Accessed 18 May 2015]. 
 
117 See, definitions section and section 17 of the Act. 
 
118 Official website of Bangladesh Forest Department: http://bforest.gov.bd/index.php/protected-areas 
[Accessed 18 May 2015].  
 
119 See Tables 16 and 17.  
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1983, a large part of the area has been converted into human settlements. The only other 
protected area in the CHT is the Matamuhri Wildlife Sanctuary. Table 17 in the annexe 
gives details of the aforesaid three Protected Areas in the CHT. 
 
3.5 Village Common Forests (VCFs) or Mauza Reserves  
Village common forests (VCFs) are the community managed natural forests that are 
located within the boundaries of mauzas of the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) outside of 
the reserved forests (RFs).  The phrase and its acronym (“VCF”) gained currency among 
CHT villagers and among forestry practitioners and researchers after project 
interventions were started by the Rangamati-based NGO, Taungya, in the 2000s, to 
support VCF management by the concerned communities in Rangamati and Bandarban 
districts.120 
 
VCFs are called “mauza reserves” by the CHT Regulation 1900, which vests the 
responsibility of their management and protection on the Mauza Headmen.121 In 
practice, the Village Karbaries – who are deputies to the headmen – are more directly 
involved with the VCFs’ management. This was astutely noticed by the district 
authorities in the 1960s, and guidelines issued to support the practice specifically 
mentioned the Karbaries too, in addition to the primary duty-bearers, the Mauza 
Headmen, as provided by law.122 
 
Prior to Taungya’s interventions, only a few of the VCFs had formalized committees with 
elected office-bearers. Now, several of them have committees, including women (which 
was hitherto unknown).  
 
VCFs can be predominantly of bamboo brakes, such as in the Chakma Circle, but many 
others also have trees and other vegetation, in all three of the Chiefs’ Circles. Almost all 
the VCFs contain streams and other water bodies, with at least one, and sometimes 
more than 7 streams. Some of the VCFs are rich in wildlife.  
 
According to information provided by the respective offices of the three Circle Chiefs, 
the total number of VCFs in the three circles is 311. Their total area is 30,776 acres (see 
Table 18). The break-up is as follows: Bohmong Circle: 110 (total area: 9,894.25 acres), 
Chakma Circle: 146 (total area:  16,561.5 acres); and Mong Circle: 55 (4,320 acres).123 
 
According to the aforesaid sources, the largest VCFs in each circle are: 1,500 acres 
(Targu Chora Mauza Reserve; 276 Targu Mauza, Bohmong Circle, Bandarban:); 800 acres 
(Baamer Hazasori Mauza Reserve, 148, Bhushanchara Mauza, Chakma Circle, 
Rangamati); and 300 acres (Goainchari Mauza Ban,216 Goainchari Mauza, Mong Circle, 
Khagrachari). Table 20 in the annexe provides details on the above.  

120 The phrase and its acronym were coined by the chairperson of Taungya, Raja Devasish Roy, Chakma 
Chief, and its adviser, Dr. Sadeka Halim, Department Sociology, Dhaka University. See: Roy (2002a), Roy & 
Halim (2001b, 2003), Halim & Roy (2006), Baten et al (2010), Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012a, 2012b).   
 
121 Rule 42, CHT Regulation 1900. 
 
122 DC, CHT’s Standing Order, contained in Memo No. 2384 (40) dated 3 August 1965. Copy reproduced in 
Appendix 17. 
 
123 The cooperation of the offices of the Mong Raja, Bohmong Raja and Chakma Raja, with regard to VCF 
data, is acknowledged with thanks. The data is preserved in the Office of the Chakma Raja.   
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The Chakma Circle has the highest number of large VCFs (over 100 acres), with more 
than three times the number of VCFs of the other two circles. In terms of area too, the 
extent of large VCFs in the Chakma Circle is twice that of the Bohmong Circle and four 
times that of the Mong Circle (see Table 18). The smallest VCFs are: 45 acres (Mong 
Circle, Khagrachari), 2 acres (Chakma Circle, Rangamati) and 2 acres (Bohmong Circle, 
Bandarban). Small VCFs of less than 25 acres are the highest in the Bohmong Circle.124 
  

124 See Table 18.  
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IV.  THE DEPLETION OF FOREST RESOURCES 
 
4.1. Deforestation 
The developments mentioned in Chapter II caused untold pressures on the natural 
resources of the CHT, leading to deforestation and forest degradation of a scale hitherto 
unknown. At the time of its annexation into British Bengal in 1860, the CHT contained 
some of the densest and most biodiverse forests in the world. The declaration by the 
British Indian government in 1871 of 5,670 square miles out of the total area of the then 
CHT’s 6,888 square miles as “government forest” is a clear indication of the expanse of 
forest land in the region.125 
 
Deforestation, forest degradation and other loss of forest cover have plagued 
Bangladesh over the last several decades, visibly accelerating after independence from 
Pakistan in 1971.  It has been estimated that the decline of “forest land” was around 
2.1% annually, over the last three decades.126 In the 1980s, the rate of deforestation was 
around 3.3% annually.127 The Forestry Master Plan estimated that between 1964 to 
1985 “growing stock [had] decreased from 23.8 million m3 to 19.8 million m3” in the 
reserved forests of the CHT.128 The annual rate of deforestation in Bangladesh as a whole 
is said to have reduced, from about 2.1 % in 1960-80 to about 0.2% in 1990-2010.129 It 
is, however, not known how reliable this data is, particularly on the sharp decline in the 
rate over recent years. Moreover, it is not known what the specific situation of the CHT, 
and its reserved forests, is, in relation to the overall data for the whole country, or the 
changes, if any, for all of Bangladesh and the CHT, since the above estimate was made. 
 
The conversion of natural forests into plantations for industries (primarily teak, 
followed by pulpwood) and firewood has no doubt accelerated forest degradation even 
if that is not regarded as “deforestation” by most foresters.  The Forestry Master Plan 
identified several major causes of deforestation in Bangladesh, including the CHT, along 
with agriculture land clearing (principally “shifting cultivation”), including 
“uncontrolled and wasteful commercial logging”, illegal felling and fuelwood collection, 
among whose symptoms or direct causes were poverty, landlessness, economic under-
development, inappropriate forest policies and regulations, lack of land use policies, 
uncertainties in the land tenure system, and socio-political instability.130 It concluded 
that the GOB was “unable to solve the problem by restrictive covenants and punitive 
legislation”.131Table 15, in the annexe, lists the direct and indirect causes (‘symptoms or 
effects of a wider malaise’) of deforestation in Bangladesh, including the CHT, as 
identified in the Forestry Master Plan. 

125 Rizvi (1970: 174). 
 
126 http://en.banglapedia.org/index.php?title=Forest_and_Forestry[Banglapedia: Accessed 17 May 2015].  
 
127 Data of Forestry Master Plan cited in Roy & Gain (1992:22). 
 
128 GOB (1993a: 70)(Forestry Master Plan). 
 
129 Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012a: 138-139). 
 
130 Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012a: 138-139). 
 
131 Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012a: 138-139). 
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4.2 Onslaughts on the Kassalong Reserve 
The Kassalong RF was severely affected by four major events or series of events over the 
last half-century. These are (a) the commissioning of the Kaptai Hydro-Electric Dam in 
1960 (which permanently inundated large tracts of the forest and led the government to 
de-reserve areas to rehabilitate evacuees or displacees of the Dam);132 (b) the de-
reservation of the Gulshakhali area to create mauzas for government-sponsored Bengali 
migrants from the plains in the 1980s;133 (c) the creation of settlements by hill 
communities displaced by the GOB-JSS conflict in the 1970s and 80s; and (d) the 
resettlement of government-sponsored Bengali migrants (from the plains district 
outside the CHT) in the CHT, particularly in areas adjacent to RFs and other forested 
areas, in the 1980s.134 
 
It has been estimated by the Wildlife Biologist, S. U. Choudhury, who cites the BFD, that 
of the 117,000 hectares of natural forests of trees and bamboo remaining in the 
Kassalong RF in 1963, only about 73,000 hectares (about two-thirds) were left by 
1983.135 This shows, an approximate decline of 10% every ten years.136 At this rate, less 
than 50% of the forest cover that was intact in 1983 is estimated to have remained over 
the last three decades since 1983.137 However, if we account for the intensive logging by 
the government-owned BFIDC, especially after new roads into the heartland of the 
major reserves were completed (Baghaihat in the Kassalong RF and Alikwadang, near 
Matamuhri and Sangu RFs), the rise of population by further settlements of displaced 
people, and the freer movement of people and goods after the cessation of the internal 
conflict in the CHT that spanned the 70s to the 90s (ended through the CHT Accord of 
1997), the status of forested lands is possibly far worse than estimated by Choudhury. 
Reports of field visits by community leaders and development workers in the middle 
and southern portions of the Kassalong RF over the last decade - and which is common 
knowledge among both locals and BFD personnel - state that few signs of dense forest 
cover are visible in the southern parts of this forest, the largest RF in the CHT.     
 
4.3 Deforestation in the Reingkhyong Reserve 
W.E. Webb & R. Roberts, forestry experts commissioned by the Government of 
Bangladesh and the Asian Development in the mid-1970s, estimated that 65% of the 
Reingkhyong RF was destroyed by “jumias straying into the forest”.138Regarding 
remedial measures taken by the government, they noted the following: 

132 Sopher (1964). The new mauzas are: 375 Bangaltali, 376 Tintilla, 377 Rupakari, 378 Marishya, 379 
Baghaichari, 380 Sijak, 381 Battali, 382 Uluchari and 383 Khedarmara, now within in Baghaichari upazila, 
covering a total area of about 45.5 square miles (about 27,900 acres). The areas of the mauzas are cited 
from records of the Office of the Chakma Raja, which are based on official documents of the Government of 
Bangladesh.  
 
133 The new mauzas are: 385 Aamtali, 386 Gulshakhali, 387 Gadosora, 388 Rangipara& 390 Kalapagojya, 
with a total area of 20.82 square miles (12,777 acres). The source of the mauza areas is Office of the Chakma 
Raja. 
 
134 See further, Chapter 2.12. 
 
135 Chowdhury (2013: 89). 
 
136 Chowdhury (2013: 89).  
 
137Chowdhury (2013: 89). 
 
138 Webb & Roberts (1976: 19).  See also, Saha (2013: 84, 85).  
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 “An attempt was made to forcibly evict 1,600 families from this Reservein 

1971 and to settle them elsewhere outside the Reserve. This attempt was 
brought to an end by the war of liberation and the families have again 
returned to encroach on the Reserve, followed by a further number. Over 
2,000 families are estimated to be jhuming in this Reserve.”139 

 
However, what Webb & Roberts’ report fails to explain is, that the vast majority of these 
people were displaced by the Karnafuli Reservoir (‘Kaptai Lake’) created by the Kaptai 
Dam, and had no other available recourse to survive and make a living.140 
 
Increased land scarcity caused by the population transfer programme of the 1980s – 
through which an estimated 250,000 to 450,000 Bengali migrants from the plains were 
resettled in the CHT – exacerbated the issue even further.141 In the last four decades, the 
situation of the Reingkhyong Reserve is probably worse than what Webb& Roberts had 
estimated in 1976.     
 
4.4 Depletion of the Sangu & Matamuhri Reserves  
As in the case of the Kassalong and Reingkhyong Reserves, the situation with regard to 
deforestation for the Sangu and Matamuhri Reserves, both within Bandarban district, is 
as bad, if not worse, particularly in the case of the Matamuhri. According to some 
accounts, as much as 90% of the forest resources of the Matamuhri Reserve are believed 
to have been destroyed.142 However, local BFD officials dispute this. One local BFD 
official has reportedly estimated the loss in the Matamuhri reserve to be around 30%.143 
 
In 1990, when a leading Swiss anthropologist, Dr. Lorenz Loffler, with long years of 
research in the CHT, had visited the hill region after a gap of thirty years (restrictions on 
foreigners’ entry into the CHT had been an off and on policy decision),he expressed his 
shock to see “bare hills devoid of any larger tree or any bamboo, so needed in the local 
economy – quite a contrast to the luxuriant green cover [he] had seen thirty years 
ago”.144 Regarding the Sangu, Loffler had noted the following: “it is still not reached by 
any road and hence [is] rather inaccessible”.145 This situation does not hold true any 
longer. The Sangu, along with the Matamuhri are now accessible.  
 
Roads to link the Sangu and Matamuhri Reserves happened as a result of 
recommendations of forestry experts. Among forestry projects streamlined in 1976 to 
be funded by the Government of Bangladesh and the Swedish International 
Development Agency (SIDA) was one for the BFIDC called the Sangu-Matamuhri 
Extraction Project (“BFDC 1”), about which the following is recorded: 
 

139 Webb & Roberts (1976: 19). 
 
140 Roy (2002a: 27).    
 
141 Adnan (2004: 47, 52). 
 
142 Chakma (2013: 93, 95). 
 
143 Chakma (2013:95). 
 
144 Loffler (1991:2).  
 
145 Loffler (1991:10).  
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This scheme aims at the extraction of forest produce from the Sangu and 
Matamuhri Reserved Forests in the extreme south-east portion of the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts. To date, these Reserves have been virtually untapped 
due to the lack of access roads. The scheme envisages the construction of 30 
miles of all weather road to link up the timber extraction area near 
[Alikwadang] with the existing Chittagong-Cox’s Bazar highway. The scheme 
calls for the annual extraction of 90,000 tons of saw and veneer logs, 20,000 
tons of pulpwood and 150,000 tons of bamboo. Construction of the link-up road 
would have a multi-purpose function and would serve to give all year access to 
potential agricultural/horticultural land in the Matamuhri valley and to 
facilitate access to the upper Sangu.”146 
 

This road, as in the case of the new road at Baghaihat, within the Kassalong Reserve in 
Rangamati district, opened up the Matamuhri and the Sangu forests to both extraction 
by the BFIDC and forays by illegal loggers and fuelwood collectors. Therefore, the 
construction of new roads is seen by many locals and environmentalists to be a major 
cause of deforestation.   A senior leader of the Bawm people, Zuam Lian Amlai, also 
associated with the Movement for the Protection of Forest and Land Rights in the CHT 
(MPFLR), is reported to have said: “none can save the reserved forests unless the 
government shows strong will and commitment, and cancels the road construction 
projects that run through the forests”.147But Amlai was talking about yet newer roads 
than the Alikwadang road.  
 
The situation of the Sangu reserve, at least at its extreme south near the Myanmar 
(Burma) border seems to be somewhat more intact than in the case of the Matamuhri, 
but the situation is far from good. The number of BFD-created plantations here are 
absent or few. Perhaps this is another reason for its having been spared as bad a fate as 
the Matamuhri. But it may be a matter of time before the remaining natural forest stands 
are plundered. Already, the local BFD officials had estimated that 30% of the forest had 
been “worn out”, but this time, holding jum cultivation responsible for the loss.148 In fact, 
unsustainable juming has also taken a huge toll, both on the Sangu, and particularly the 
Matamuhri, with regard to wildlife.149 However, as in the case of the Reingkhyong and 
Kassalong RFs, which became havens of refuge for marginal farmers affected by the 
Kaptai Dam, conflict or population transfer, the jumias in the Matamuhri, and especially 
the Sangu, too have suffered similar depredations. Many have even permanently 
emigrated to Myanmar (former Burma).  
 
4.5 The Marginalization of the VCFs 
The setting aside of the VCFs or mauza reserves in the CHT, perhaps starting from about 
the second quarter of the 20th century, needs to be understood from the context of 
resource crises affecting traditionally forest-dependent communities caused by their 
loss of access to forest lands. This loss of access, as mentioned before (see chapter II), 
was due to several developments, including the growth of rural and urban settlements, 
market and growth centres, conversion of forestlands into plough lands, and the 
declaration of their former forest commons as reserved forests.  

146 Webb & Roberts (1976: 20). 
 
147 Chakma (2013: 95). 
 
148 Chakma (2013: 97). 
 
149Chakma (2013: 97). 
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In an overview of sustainable resource use and indigenous peoples’ rights in South and 
Southeast Asia, Dr. Marcus Colchester wrote about the negative impacts of unsound 
government policies on land and forests upon the sustainability of resources use by 
indigenous peoples. Many of his observations, such as the one quoted below, apply to 
the CHT situation as well. Colchester wrote:  
 

 “The denial of communal land rights, and fragmentation of territory into 
individually owned plots, undermined the traditional systems of resource 
management. Systems of shifting cultivation, in particular, have suffered… On 
the one hand, confining shifting cultivation to small parts of once extensive 
territories has reduced or even eliminated periods of fallow, leading to soil 
exhaustion, accelerated erosion, and poverty. On the other hand, even when 
access to land has not been physically limited, lack of land security had 
promoted mismanagement by undermining traditional concepts of 
custodianship and resource allocation.”150 

 
When the reserved forests were first notified in the CHT – whether they were retained 
as Headwater Reserves of natural stand or converted into teak plantations – the 
notifications expressly clarified that “no rights and privileges [were] granted [within the 
reserve]”, and hence, these former commons became totally off limits to the indigenous 
people. 
 
Apart from fulfilling the social, cultural, ecological and spiritual needs of indigenous 
village communities, the VCFs were repositories of forest produce for their “domestic 
purposes”, in other words, their livelihood security needs, as mentioned in the 
concerned rule in the CHT Regulation and ancillary executive orders.151Needless to 
mention, it was those among the villagers that did not have access to plough lands or 
other sources of livelihoods, or at least such dependence was insufficient for their family 
welfare, who were dependent most upon the VCFs, to obtain food, water, house-building 
material and cash income. 
 
Let us now examine the factors that facilitate the protection and enhancement of the 
area of the VCFs, on the one hand, and those that create hindrances towards the 
protection and expansion of the same.  
 
With regard to setting aside of a new VCF, or the enlargement of the area of an existing 
one, the concerned rules and orders do not seem to put any limitations, provided that 
the land is within the boundaries of a mauza, and hence, is under the jurisdiction of a 
Headman.  
 
Rule 41A of the CHT Regulation (included in the CHT Regulation in July 1939), refers to 
“an area or areas” of mauza reserves, but does not specify any size.152 The DC’s Order of 
3 August 1965 on mauza reserves refers to “approximately 100 acres per mouza in one 

150 Colchester (1995: 65). 
 
151 The reference to “domestic purposes” is mentioned in Rule 41A(a) in the CHT Regulation 1900 and re-
echoed in the DC, CHT’s Standing Order vide Memo No. 2384 (40) dated 3 August 1965 (Appendix 17). The 
proviso to section 3 of the CHT Forest Transit Rules 1973 (Appendix 8) refers to “bona fide home 
consumption”. Similar terminology also occurs in the former CHT Transit Rules of 1942.  
 
152Rule 41A(b), CHT Regulation 1900 (see Appendix 1). 
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block or more” .The order also forbade “extraction in the area by anybody other than the 
mouza people for their own use and that too with the permission of the headmen”, 
backed by penal sanctions, if reported to the DC.153 The concerned rule authorized the 
headman, (a) to prohibit the removal of forest produce “by non-residents of the mouza 
for any purpose”; (b) to exclude any area from the juming area; (c) to prevent cattle 
grazing; and  (d) to prevent “newcomers from cutting [jums]” (see Appendix 17).   
 
In sum, the concerned Rule of the CHT Regulation, supplemented with the afore-
mentioned executive order, provided ample scope to both create new VCFs, expand the 
area of existing ones, and to take recourse to penal measures, if so required, to protect 
the forest. In addition to the aforesaid provisions, which may be regarded in the nature 
of formal policy support, at least at the level of the CHT, another factor that facilitated 
the setting aside of VCFs was the village communities’ livelihood and other needs. The 
question was, could the communities’ welfare needs prevail against the needs, or 
sometimes the greed, of individuals, or the market, whether of indigenous or exogenous 
origin.  
 
The VCF communities had to meet innumerable challenges, in the form of pressures 
from individual residents and non-residents. The rising population, from births and in-
migration, caused tremendous pressures upon impoverished residents to cultivate jums 
or to otherwise use the VCF land for plantations and orchards. On the other hand, it was 
not easy for a Headman, especially when the armed conflict was ongoing (mid-1970s-
1997), to deal with newcomers, particularly government-sponsored Bengali migrants, 
on account of political, social and cultural contexts. Sale of timber and firewood alone 
caused tremendous pressures on the VCFs and other mauza lands.   
 
Many VCF areas shrank in size and number, and also qualitatively.154 Jashimuddin & 
Inoue see the causes of degradation of the VCFs in the same vein as the overall 
degradation of forests in the CHT as mentioned in Chapter II.  In particular, they 
recognized four major factors behind such degradation.  
 
First, the they mention what they call the “nationalization of forests” through the 
creation of reserved forests, which restricted the access of villagers to forests that were 
hitherto conserved by the community according to their rules and norms,thereby 
preventing encroachment by outsiders.155 
 
Second, they point to rises in conflicts between governmental authorities and indigenous 
communities regarding access to resources, and the failure of the Forest Department to 
protect the forests, exacerbated by the remoteness of the areas and “inefficient human 
and logistical resources” (of the BFD).156 
 

153 Ibid.  
 
154 Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012b: 122, 123). 
 
155 Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012b: 126). 
 
156 Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012b: 126). 
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Third, they see the weakening of the “traditional democratic local governance system” 
through the replacement of traditionally community-selected leaders with state-
appointed ones (implying the ‘hereditization’ of the offices of Headman and Karbari).  
 
Fourth, Jashimuddin & Inoue cite various developments – such as those already 
mentioned in chapter II – including population rise, internal displacement, sedentary 
agriculture, monoculture teak plantations, commercial extraction, illegal logging, the 
Kaptai Dam, expanded road networks and market facilities, and intensive swidden 
cultivation with shortened fallow periods, among others.157 
 
4.6  Loss of Biodiversity  
Deforestation has plagued the CHT landscape in different forms, enveloping different 
categories of lands, particularly forests, as discussed in chapters 4.1 to 4.5 above. Some 
of the major causal factors, such as the Kaptai Dam (chapter 2.6) and the spread of wet-
rice farming, orchards and plantations (chapters 2.7, 2.12, 2.13), among others, have 
been outlined. Other major factors, such as production forestry and industrial 
plantations, along with forest industries, will be analyzed further (see chapters 5.2.2 and 
5.2.4). Monoculture plantations, including of teak, pulpwood, rubber and tobacco, have 
added to the toll (discussed in chapters 4.6 and 5.2).158 A Canadian researcher, Patricia 
Marchak, wrote in a generic manner about the ill effects of plantations, which apply 
quite aptly to the CHT context: 
 

 “Plantations are monoculture, and the lack of biodiversity is of concern. 
They typically have sparse canopies and so do not protect the land; they 
cause air temperatures to rise, and they deplete, rather than increase, the 
water-table. They are generally exotic to regions. While the initial planting 
may be free of natural pests and diseases, that situation will not last, and 
plantation regions may not be in the position to combat scourges yet to 
arrive”.159 

 
On a matter of scale, plantations – particularly mono plantations - have been largely 
created by governmental agencies, such as the BFD (teak and pulpwood) and the CHTDB 
(rubber). Writing about the “Analysis of Continuance of [the] Taungya System of 
Planting and Related Issues”, a former Conservator of Forests has written thus:  
 

“Artificial regeneration with teak seed constituted monoculture plantation 
than heterogeneous multi-storied tropical forest. The old Forester at that 
time could not visualize in correct perspective the hazard associated with 
monoculture teak plantation. Firstly jungle clearing followed by drying up 
and complete burnings was the pre-requisite operation for successful teak 
plantation and provision for bumper field crop in ash rich soil under 
deciduous plantation exposed to eroding agencies and unabated top-soil 
loss remains unnoticed and economic loss did not attract the attention of 
the Forester. Secondly many delicate species disappeared in the process and 
a serious blow to biodiversity was initiated unnoticed and unknown to 

 157 Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012b: 126). 
 
158 Gain (2006: 126-148, 163).  
 
159 Marchak (1997: 10) cited in Gain (2006: 172).  
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Forester, when the utility of genetic and land-based resources could not be 
perceived in correct perspective.”160 
 

Regarding other, particularly “exotic” (non-indigenous) species, Sattar wrote: 
 

“Recently technique of growing Eucalyptus is gaining momentum as fast 
growing species with spectacular growth in initial stage of formation. 
Attempt for Acacia mangium in recent past discarded for heart rot. In case of 
exotic species like Eucalyptus undergrowth appears to be not appearing 
profusely to provide shield against soil erosion and mixed planting with 
indigenous species could not break through multi-dimensional problems by 
appropriate research back up.” 161 

 
The Chittagong Hill Tracts District Gazetteer, a governmental publication from the British 
period, as in other districts of the then British Indian empire, records the following about 
the ill effects of teak plantation:  
 

“[Unfortunately], teak is a very exacting species. It taxes the soil too much 
and, in addition, pure plantation of teak is also liable to be attacked by 
defoliators and teak-canker insects. Teak being a deciduous species, it also 
increases fire hazard. In order to get rid of some of these bad aspects of pure 
teak plantation, some sort of mixture of pure evergreen species with teak, 
will improve the quality. With this end in view, a system called Natural 
Regeneration Plot system (N.R.P.) has been developed in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts. Under this system, a strip of natural forests is left all around the 
clear-felled area. The clear-felled area is regenerated with teak. The older 
trees left in the N.R.P. areas, disperse seeds in the area planted with teak 
thus results a mixture of indigenous ever-green species and teak obtained in 
the plantation area. The useless trees, the injurious undergrowths and the 
dead and deceased trees are removed from the N.R.P. at the time of main-
felling in the clear-felling area. This is done to prevent the spread of 
injurious undergrowths and to stop further regeneration of useless species 
in the newly regenerated areas.” 162 
 

Despite the not-so-happy experiences with teak, at least as far as biodiversity and soil 
erosion is concerned, non-governmental actors, including CHT residents, are catching up 
in market-oriented plantations, such as for teak (although farmers’ plantations are more 
biodiverse than the BFD’s) and rubber. Tobacco (funded largely by the British American 
Tobacco Bangladesh, BATB, a part of British American Tobacco plc, and its non-local 
partners) is also adversely affecting soil and biodiversity.  
 
While plantations, particularly mono plantations, have been one of the major factors 
behind forest degradation in the CHT, horticulture - many fruit tree species are exotic, 
rather than indigenous, and are therefore not a haven for either local flora or fauna - and 
agriculture - including jum cultivation, depending on the context – have also contributed 
to biodiversity loss.163 

160 Sattar (1995: 9). 
 
161 Sattar (1995: 15). 
 
162 Ishaq (1975: 106). 
 
163 Conversion of a forest into a wet-rice field or terrace is usually permanent degradation, while fruit 
orchards may be semi-permanent, while a jum field generally reverts back into a forest (of secondary, 
tertiary or other growth), when left to fallow. Juming can only be done on forested land.  
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On account of the aforesaid factors, the biological diversity of the region has taken a 
huge toll. This covers both flora and fauna, upon land, and in the rivers and other water 
bodies. Although the CHT is considered to be within the Indo-Burma Biodiversity 
Hotspot,164 to what extent it will now qualify, as a biodiversity “hotspot”, if the matter 
was strictly examined, remains an open question.  
 
4.6.1  Threats to Floral Diversity  
Detailed and extensive studies on CHT flora, and threats thereto, are few. The negative 
impacts upon floral diversity vary, depending on whether it is tree plantations or other 
forms of agriculture, horticulture or agro-forestry. However, one aspect of plant 
diversity has been rendered a considerable degree of attention, namely, plants used for 
traditional medicine. 
 
A project titled Survey and Identification of the Medicinal Plants of the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts was launched under the sponsorship of the Ministry of CHT Affairs (MOCHTA) in 
2003. A senior official of the Bangladesh National Herbarium, Dr. Sarder Nasir Uddin, 
was involved in the study, which uncovered a huge wealth of knowledge about 
medicinal plants and their use by traditional healers known as “boiddo” (“boidaya”; 
sic!).  
 
The aforesaid study found that the traditional healers engaged in the treatment of 301 
different ailments, using 2,295 different prescriptions, based on 700 indigenous plant 
species.165  The study concluded the following, with regard to threats to the plant 
species: 
 

“A large portion of medicinal plants is being collected from the wild or 
imported. The demand for medicinal plants as well as herbal medicine has 
been increasing sharply and that has lured the local medicinal plant 
collectors. They usually collect medicinal plants indiscriminately and in an 
unsustainable way from the wild that has led to the rapid depletion of a 
number of medicinal plant species. Some have become threatened and others 
have become vulnerable.”166 
 

While the aforesaid study is of much value in gathering data about medicinal plants in 
the CHT and their use, along with the allegedly “indiscriminate” and “unsustainable” 
collection by local healers, the extent of local use and external use, the links in the 
marketing chain, and exact location of the plants, have not been explored in depth. 
These matters merit further attention, in order to enable policy-makers, in partnership 
with the local leadership, to both enable the continuance of the practice of traditional 
healing, and yet take measures to eradicate or prevent unsustainable use and facilitate 
both in situ and ex situ conservation, with the free, prior and informed consent of the 
concerned peoples and communities.  
 
 

164 Khan (2013: 171). 
 
165 Nasir Uddin (2013: 159).  
 
166 Nasir Uddin (2013: 166). 
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4.6.2  Wildlife under Threat  
Dr. M Monirul H Khan, a professor of Zoology at Jahangirnagar University, concludes 
that the diverse habitats of different wildlife species in the CHT have led to the 
sustenance of the rich variety of wildlife in the CHT. He writes: 
 

“Originally, luxuriant evergreen and mixed evergreen forests characterized by  
a continuous high canopy covered most the of the CHT. Bamboo groves, 
bushy plants, reeds and grasses covered rest of the CHT. The area has a 
number of rivers and streams as well as wetlands and lakes, making the area 
suitable for water-loving species”. 167 

 
The Kaptai Dam, as mentioned earlier, had swallowed up a lot of forests (chapter 2.6). 
Describing its effects on wildlife, Schendel et al have written: 
 

“Most of the best forest valleys were drowned and although the water rose 
slowly, considerable loss of wildlife occurred. Many Elephants, Tigers and 
various species of deer which escaped drowning were unable to retreat 
across the 3,000-foot ridge of the Lushai Hills to the east, and therefore 
moved either north to Assam, or west across the Kassalong river to 
Tripura.”168 

 
The Dam had also dammed, and thereby perhaps “damned”, the river 
Karnafuli.169However, on the plus side of the ledger is the Dam’s contribution towards “a 
good habitat for waterbirds, reptiles and amphibians”. 170 While detailed studies on 
reptiles and amphibians are not known to have been done, the number of migratory 
birds – including two or three species of ducks – has gradually risen over the years. 
Khan also refers to what he calls the microhabitats of fauna, including “caves, gorges, 
rocky areas, waterfalls and narrow streams” in the region.171 
 
Mono plantations, especially of teak, have been a major factor in the loss of habitat of 
wildlife. As asserted by Sudatta Bikash Tanchangya, General Secretary of the MPFLR-
CHT, “How many birds have you seen resting atop a teak tree or a Eucalyptus tree”? A 
publication on the CHT authored by a CHT-born sociologist-anthropologist, a German 
anthropologist (with long years of field research in the CHT) and a Dutch historian (who 
is regarded as a leading expert on Bangladesh and Paschim Banga) recorded the 
following about the impacts of teak monoculture, citing two world-renowned wildlife 
experts’ field-based observations on CHT wildlife: 

 
“A monoculture of Teak, however desirable commercially, is a death-knell to 
wildlife conservation. No species of deer or monkey can find food in such 
vegetation, and they are forced to abandon the area. In the absence of deer, 
Tigers and Leopards turn to preying on cattle and goats around the villages 

167 Khan (2013: 172). 
 
168 Schendel et al (2000: 147).  
 
169 Roy, R. T (1972: 31). 
 
170 Khan (2013: 173). 
 
171 Khan (2013: 173). 
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and are therefore shot… Tigers and wild Indian Elephants had become rare 
and the Marsh crocodiles had all been killed …Obviously, what had once been 
planned as a major jungle reserve had now lost all prospect of fulfilling its 
proper function.”172 

 
However, the current situation on the whole suggests that many floral and faunal 
species have recently become extinct, or are severely endangered, adding to the 
disappearance of such visible land species as rhinoceros. The impact upon fauna, 
including land animals and birds has been the most visible. Prof. Khan has provided an 
extensive list of species in the CHT, including mammals, reptiles and birds, some of 
which are vibrant, while others are extinct, endangered or under threat of extinction 
(see Tables 21 and 22 in the annexe). 
 
The Bangladeshi ornithologist, Ronald R. Halder, confirms that 470 species of birds are 
recorded as belonging to the region.173 However, several species are reported to be 
threatened, including the White-winged Duck (Cairina scutulata), the Great Hornbill 
(Buceros bicornis), the mountain Hawk Eagle, the Pin-tailed Green Pigeon, the Wedge-
tailed Green Pigeon, the Crested Tree Swift and the Great Slaty Woodpecker.174 
 
Among the threats to wildlife, apart from deforestation in general and over-exploitation 
of natural resources, Khan has mentioned the following: mass settlement of people from 
the plains, expansion of monoculture plantations, jum cultivation, communities’ lack of 
animal and fish protein, and food insecurity.175 Khan does not blame the traditional 
hunting of the indigenous people, but condemns “overhunting”. 176 He explains: “The hill 
people, especially the children, do not get enough animal protein due to isolation, 
overall food insecurity and difficulty (or less practice) of fish culture, poultry rearing 
and cattle rearing. Therefore, hunting is rather essential for the hill people until the 
substitute is made available.”177 
 
Khan laments the small number of protected areas in the CHT (Pablakhali Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Kaptai National Park and Sangu Wildlife Sanctuary) and calls for the 
establishment of a “strong network of protected areas”.178 However, the ground realities 
in the CHT do not suggest that mere declarations of new protected areas – thereby 
bringing in the protective patrolling by armed Forest wardens and the threat of strong 
penal measures (under the Wildlife Act of 2012) – would be sufficient. Reports of locals 
do not suggest that the status of wildlife in the Pablakhali Sanctuary is at all healthy. The 
Kaptai National Park may be well guarded by wardens on account of its peri-urban 
location, but its biodiversity had been so devastated in the past (it was suggested that it 
be de-reserved on account of its heavily denuded state in the 1970s), that there is not 

172 Mountfort & Hosking (1969: 105, 106), as cited in Schendel et al (2000: 147-148). 
 
173 Halder (2013: 186). 
 
174 Halder (2013: 186). 
 
175 Khan (2013: 179, 180). 
 
176 Khan (2013: 180). 
 
177 Khan (2013: 180). 
 
178 Khan (2013: 181). 
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that much to protect and conserve. The status of the Sangu Sanctuary may be relatively 
better, on account of its remoteness, but it will be a fallacy to assume that protected 
areas are the panacea for wildlife preservation as assumed in the National Forest Policy 
of 1994.   
 
If the condition of the Sangu Sanctuary is better than that of the Pablakhali Sanctuary, it 
is perhaps the region’s remoteness and the local communities’ symbiotic relationship 
with forests, rather than state-led protective measures that are responsible for the 
relatively higher state of conservation. In this regard, consensual decisions of local 
communities to protect certain species – such as tiger, leopard, elephant, bison, bear and 
other endangered species – may be far more effective than state-led penal sanctions 
(which would be inefficacious in remote areas any way). There are encouraging signs to 
show that local communities are nowadays far more conscious of this issue than ever 
before. However, the matter still evades necessary support from both national and CHT-
based institutions.  
 
Khan mentions that in the case of elephants, “crop-raiding” creates conflict with human 
settlements, but he notes that “relatively less [indigenous] people are killed by 
elephants than settlers, because the [indigenous] people have better knowledge of 
elephant behaviour and movement pattern, and they try not to block the corridors”.179 
Referring to the plainspeople re-settlement programme of the government, Khan 
concludes: “The coming of plains land people who had no traditional knowledge of 
leading a life in hills became disastrous for the forests and wildlife of their surroundings. 
Today, no good natural forest exists in and around the settlement areas”.180 
 
4.7  Depletion of Water Resources 
The co-relation between deforestation, forest degradation and depletion of water 
resources is such a widely understood phenomenon among rural communities in the 
Hill Tracts that it requires no opinion from “experts” to confirm it.  
 
The problem of water scarcity during the dry season is particularly acute for 
communities living on ridgetops – such as that of the Bawm and Pangkhua –to have to 
travel farther and farther to collect water for household needs.  Saikat Para, a Bawm 
hamlet within Ruma mauza in Bandarban district, located above 2,000 feet from mean 
sea level and arguably the highest settlement in Bangladesh, has been having acute 
water shortage problems over the last two decades.  
 
When surface water gets contaminated during the rainy season, CHT communities suffer 
severe hardships. This is because access to ground water is limited in several parts of the 
region due to its high depth and the presence of stones, making the sinking of tube wells 
and ring wells unaffordable for most communities. Accessing potable water at such times 
is near impossible. The impact on women is harder, as traditionally it is women from 
most communities who have to bear the burden of fetching water. The failure of several 
collective farm or Jautha Khamar projects of the CHTDB in the 1980s was also caused by 
the drying up of fresh water sources.  

179 Khan (2013: 173-174). 
 
180 Khan (2013: 180). 
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4.8.  Jum Cultivation and the Ills of the Forests 
 
4.8.1  “Jum Bashing” and the Underlying Myths  
Swidden or jum cultivation has been held responsible for various ills associated with 
forests, including forest degradation, deforestation, soil erosion and depletion of water 
resources in the CHT. Such a view is held foremost by government agencies, particularly 
the BFD, but also by others, including some forestry experts, national and international. 
The different sources of such opinion include the Forestry Master Plan,181 reports of 
forestry experts commissioned by the government and the Asian Development Bank,182 
and others,183 with some identifying juming as the “primary cause” of deforestation.184 
 
This phenomenon, which we might jargonistically refer to, as “swidden-bashing” or 
“jum-bashing”, is not confined to Bangladesh. It has become somewhat of a tradition 
among societies that have little or no understanding of swidden or jum cultivation, 
whether this is in Asia, Africa or South and Central America. The observation of a 
German anthropologist from the late 1960s, who mentioned the case of Thailand, as 
cited in a special edition on Shifting Cultivation published by the Danish NGO, IWGIA, in 
2005, sums up such a perspective:  
 

“Here swidden farming has proved to be one of the preferred phenomena 
for the fixation of social prejudices. From the perspective of Bangkok, the 
centre of social, economic and political life in Thailand, situated in the 
middle of a cultural landscape with wet rice field, gardens, plantations, 
canals, roads and railway tracks, the swidden farming in faraway parts of 
the country is dismissed as primitive, irrational, bad and harmful. The 
reason, advantage and benefit of this form of agriculture remain unknown. 
On the contrary, stereotypes are reasserted by pointing at the ‘enormous 
destruction’ to the country’s eco system caused by swidden farming. 
Damage to forests, erosion, threat to water resources are given as the 
immediate results. Such qualitative statements however lack quantitative 
confirmation; qualitative conjectures correspond to a remarkable lack of 
quantitative information”.185 

 
Following through the aforesaid observation, Dr. Christian Erni, a Swiss anthropologist 
with decades of experience on indigenous peoples’ issues in South and Southeast Asia, 
wrote: 
 

“Decades of research on virtually every aspect of shifting cultivation have 
generated sufficient evidence to prove that its sweeping condemnation by 
government bureaucrats, politicians or professionals is based on insufficient 
and erroneous information, or quite simply myth …  In countries … such as 
Malaysia, Philippines or Indonesia, policies on shifting cultivation reflect the 
same approaches and the same underlying prejudices and misunderstandings 
and attitudes. As the nation-states in South and Southeast Asia grow stronger, 

181 GOB (1993a: 70)(Forestry Master Plan). 
 
182 Webb & Roberts (1976: 19). 
 
183 Saha (2013: 84, 85), Mohammad (2013: 56),   
 
184 Ishaq (1975: 104). 
 
185 Karl Erich Weber, cited in Erni (2005: 5).   
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the implementation of existing restrictive and repressive state policies against 
shifting cultivation has become more effective. For the indigenous peoples in 
these countries, it has become yet another battle front for survival”.186 

 
4.8.2 Jum Cultivation & Soil Erosion  
The aforesaid observations are substantially applicable to the case of the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts as well. A related misconception, at least in a generic manner, is that, swidden 
cultivation is responsible for soil erosion to an undesirable level. While this may be true 
for cultivation of steep slopes, which applies to any form of cultivation on such terrain, 
and in fact more so for plough and hoe methods, the extent of soil erosion from swidden 
cultivation is generally far less than for other forms of cultivation. This is because, while 
swidden or jum cultivation involves the planting of seeds by “dibbling” a small hole, 
ploughing or hoeing causes far more soil disturbance.187 This phenomenon, was astutely 
understood by an adviser to the Planning Commission of India, who observed, way back 
in the 1950s: 
 

“It is a mistake to assume that shifting cultivation in itself is unscientific land 
use. Actually, it is a practical approach to certain inherent difficulties in 
preparing a proper seedbed in steep slopes where any disturbance of the 
surface by hoeing or ploughing will result in washing away of the fertile 
topsoil. The tribal people, therefore, take care not to plough or disturb the 
soil before sowing.”188 

 
Similar finding have been recorded for other parts of the world, including in Thailand 
and other parts of Southeast Asia,189 and Latin America. Studies in Latin America, 
including Brazil, from 1974 to 1983, concluded the following:  
 

“Nutrient stocks in the soil did not decline greatly during the period of 
cultivation, but there was a decline in phosphorus which may have been 
responsible for crop-productivity decline. Following abandonment, the 
productivity of native vegetation increased rapidly. The native plants were 
apparently better able to adapt and acquire phosphorus than crop 
plants.”190 

 
The fact that it took several decades for the Chakma people to take up plough cultivation 
in the CHT in the 19th and 20th centuries – which involves ploughing and hoeing – can 
perhaps at least partly be explained by a regard for avoiding soil erosion. In his Masteral 
thesis, Amarendra Lal Khisa from the CHT mentioned that the transition from jum 
cultivation to plough cultivation was delayed among the Chakmas because of a 
traditional belief that it is “a sin to overturn mother earth with a plough”.191 The Mandi 

186 Erni (2005: 5). 
 
187 Roy (1997b: 36). 
 
188 Bhowmick (1990:83). 
 
189 See, e.g., Laungaramsri (2005). 
 
190 Marchak (1995: 164), cited in Gain (2000: 23). 
 
191 Khisa (1963: 50), cited in Roy (1997b: 36). 
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or Garo people in the Madhupur tract in greater Mymensingh have a similar belief: that 
the earth will bleed if the soil is cut with a hoe or plough.192 
 
However, it would be incorrect to say that jum cultivation in the CHT does not cause any 
soil erosion. The question is how much, and how can it be avoided as much as possible, 
including by avoiding juming on the steeper slopes, controlling forest fires, keeping long 
fallows, and taking other soil-conservation measures. It is therefore well to realize that 
there is a plurality of systems of swidden cultivation, and that wasteful “pioneering” 
types of cultivation may be distinguished from those that follow more sustainable 
“rotational” patterns.193 
 
4.8.3 Jum Cultivation & Forest Degradation, Deforestation and Biodiversity Loss  
In the case of deforestation too, jum cultivation can be regarded as a driver of 
deforestation, but only where such cultivation is done in an irresponsible manner, and 
not all forms of jum cultivation per se (and there are indeed many such forms). There is, 
however, no substantial evidence to indicate that jum cultivation is the ‘primary’ agent of 
deforestation.194  It has been said that “security measures” for ‘jungle clearing’, and 
particularly illegal logging by cartels based in the cities outside the CHT, “who are 
impelled by pure profit backed by an almost limitless demand in the market, pale into 
insignificance the extent of deforestation caused by swidden farmers in the reserved 
forests….”.195 Monoculture, particularly of teak plantations but also including other 
species, the direct and indirect impacts of the Kaptai Dam, logging by the BFIDC, 
facilitated by new roads, demographic changes, including population transfer and 
internal displacement – as discussed earlier - are far more substantive agents or drivers 
of deforestation.   
 
There are a number of basic assumptions or premises underlying the perspectives on 
jum cultivation being a primary or other cause of forest degradation or deforestation. 
Some of these premises are sound, while others are distorted or misinformed. One such 
premise is that the land upon which juming is done is a “forest”. Leaving aside for the 
moment the legal definitions of forests and controversies surrounding such terminology 
(see chapters 7.3, and 9.1.3), this premise is not baseless. For, jum cultivation being a 
rain-fed form of cultivation that depends on ash from burned vegetation as a source of 
fertilizer and pesticide, it necessarily involves some form or level of destruction of forest 
produce. But whether that amounts to forest “degradation”, is a different issue. 
 
“Degradation” of forests may be defined in different ways. The UN agency, FAO, has 
defined it thus:  

 
“Forest degradation is different from deforestation. Degradation is used to 
mean the destruction or reduction in quality of specific aspects of forests. 
Prolonged degradation can wipe out a forest. Degradation can result in a 

192 SanjeebDrong, General Secretary, Bangladesh Adivasi Forum, in a televised interview in Dhaka in the 
early 2000s.  
 
193 Roy et al (2012: para 11).  
 
194 Roy (1997b: 36).  
 
195 Roy (1997b: 36).  
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decrease in tree cover, changes in their structure or a reduction in the 
number of species that can be found there.”196 

 
From such a perspective, it would seem that some level of forest degradation is inevitable in 
the case of jum cultivation. The more important question is what is the extent of such 
degradation, and does it amount to “deforestation”? The answer to such questions would 
depend on the circumstances. In the case of degradation, several factors, including the size of 
the jum plots in relation to the surrounding plots and the extent of their forest cover, the 
length of the fallow period, the distance of the jumed plot from surface and ground water 
sources, etc. are important factors that would throw more light on the issue. These 
circumstances would indicate if the “degradation” is of a small or large scale, and even 
whether, judged over a long period of time involving healthy regeneration, if the human 
intervention of jum can be regarded as forest “degradation” at all.   
 
FAO has defined “deforestation” thus:  
 

“Deforestation is when humans remove or clear large areas of forest lands 
and related ecosystems for non-forest use. These include clearing for farming 
purposes, ranching and urban use. In these cases, trees are never re-
planted.”197 
 

Thus, a necessary ingredient of deforestation is the scale of things, whether the area of 
the concerned lands is large or small. Moreover, implicit in the understanding of 
deforestation, is that there is no re-planting to retain tree cover. We may add natural 
regeneration to “re-planting”. Thus a thorough assessment of the matter would involve 
looking into a large expanse of territory containing not just the jumed lands, but also the 
jum lands left for fallow (called “ranya” in Chakma). 
 
However, perhaps even more pertinent to understanding the relationship between jum 
cultivation and deforestation or forest degradation is what is meant by the term “forest”. 
If by the term “forest” one means primary or “pristine” forests, one would get one type of 
answer. If one included secondary, tertiary or other subsequent growth-related forests, 
one would get a different answer. What is important for our purpose is to obtain a clear 
understanding that jum cultivation needs to be distinguished from other forms of 
agriculture, horticulture and mono tree plantation. The latter generally lead to 
permanent forest degradation or deforestation, while jum cultivation, by its very nature, 
requires regeneration. Thus a plantation or wet-rice field or high market value plantation 
(teak, rubber, plywood, etc.) is unlikely to revert back to a forest, at least for a very long 
time. In the case of mono plantations of teak, the severe ill effects on the soil were 
acknowledged in official records in the 1970s, if not before.198On the other hand, jumias 
will require regeneration of their jumed land, if for no other reason but to revert back to 
it for another harvest of jum, as juming cannot be done intensively – seldom over one 
year - in order to ensure a good yield of rice and other food and marketable crops.  
 

196 Global Forests Assessment 2000, FAO 2001: http://eschooltoday.com/forests/what-is-forest-
degradation.html [Accessed 10 July 2015]. 
 
197 http://eschooltoday.com/forests/what-is-deforestation.html [Accessed 10 July 2015]. 
 
198 Ishaq (1975: 106). 
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Discussing the concept of a forest in “pristine nature” versus a forest as a “human 
landscape”, the famous Indian ecologist, Madhu Sarin, said the following: 
 

“In both settled and shifting cultivation, people face conflicts with wildlife and 
destroy the natural vegetation to grow their food crops. The problem is that 
conservationists consider only jhum cultivation as intruders into nature 
because they still have forests, whereas they do not expect settled farmers to 
conserve wildlife or natural biodiversity, because they do not have any. In 
actual fact, the opposite is true: settled cultivation has been responsible for 
the permanent destruction of forests, wildlife habitats and biodiversity.”199 

 
Sarin prefaced her remarks with some crucial observations on the myth of the “pristine 
nature” constructed by some, which distorted a proper understanding of the relationship 
between forests and human interventions: 
 

“[Pristine] nature is a mythical natural condition as most landscapes have 
already been transformed and changed by human beings over centuries. Let’s 
not forget that valuable agro-biodiversity has also been created through 
centuries of human interaction with pristine nature. According to my 
understanding, one of the major gifts of jhum over the centuries has been this 
contribution of agro-biodiversity and the indigenous knowledge that 
produced it. Who is to decide that these species are less important than the 
mythical pristine nature that is sought by placing curbs on jum? Surely 
Jhumias should have a say in determining what biodiversity needs to be 
conserved, and how? ”200 
 

Among the leading experts on jum or swidden cultivation in Asia is Dr. Dhrupad 
Choudhury of ICIMOD, who made similar observations to Sarin about jum cultivation. 
Choudhury provides a deeply insightful approach towards forest management that does 
not necessarily regard jum cultivation as a destructive agent. Here are some extracts of 
his views on the subject: 
 

“Shifting cultivation promotes a series of landscape successions which, left 
undisturbed, would “climax” to conditions very close to the primary forests 
that you talk about. At landscape level, this results in a mosaic of secondary 
forests with predominantly native species. This matches wildlife needs and 
increases diversity. This point should be made clear to policy makers and 
conservationists.” 
 
“The counter argument, that of the destructive nature of shifting cultivation, 
is age-old. My answer is that shifting cultivation has become destructive 
because of ill-conceived policies and inappropriate interventions in favour 
of sedentarization, which reflect a complete ignorance of traditional land 
management.” 
 
“True, shifting cultivation causes changes in forest cover, but it does not 
cause deforestation to the same extent as conversion to settled agriculture; 
it allows forest fallows to regenerate. This makes shifting cultivation a forest 
management practice at the landscape level, rather than just agriculture.”201 
 

199 Kerkhoff & Erni (2005:27). 
 
200 Kerkhoff & Erni (2005:27). 
 
201 Kerkhoff & Erni (2005:25-28). 
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4.8.4 Jum Fields & Fallow Jum Fields as Sanctuaries for Wildlife  
As discussed in chapter 2.4, swidden cultivators do not generally distinguish “forests” 
from jum lands as mutually exclusive categories of lands or landscapes. In fact, wildlife  - 
including elephants, bison, deer, wild boar, birds, etc. - whose habitats or migration 
corridors are located within or adjacent to jum fields, do likewise.202 This is as true for 
the CHT as well as for other tropical or sub-tropical regions where juming is done. Wild 
elephants, wild bison (also known as Gobo, Goyal or Mithun/Mithan: Bos gaurus), 
several species of deer, wild boar and numerous species of birds are frequent visitors to 
jums and former jums (Ranya) and the rich store of stories, lullabies and other songs, 
poetry, etc. are testimony to these visitors: both as pests, and as welcome guests.203 
 
The close links between jum cultivation and biological diversity have been documented 
in several parts of the world. In a report to the United Nations Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues on Shifting Cultivation and the Socio-Cultural Integrity of Indigenous 
Peoples in 2012, three members of Forum wrote thus: 
 

“It is evident that areas of the highest biological diversity often coincide with 
areas with a rich mixture of languages and cultures, and that knowledge of 
plants and animals is reflected in the languages of indigenous peoples and 
their communities. In this regard, it is documented that the decline of 
swidden cultivation is often accompanied by the loss of languages, 
biodiversity, cultural traditions and social norms — a loss which threatens 
the very identity and integrity of indigenous peoples.”204 

In the current context of Bangladesh’s participation in the UN-REDD process, the 
question of whether or not jum cultivation is one of the “drivers of deforestation”, and if 
so, to what extent, will certainly inform the debate surrounding the issue in 
Bangladesh’s progress in the UN REDD and REDD+ processes.  

4.9 Deforestation, Forest Conservation& Gender Implications 
There are numerous villages in the CHT that suffer from water shortage caused by 
deforestation. Saikat Para in Ruma mauza (one of the highest settlements in 
Bangladesh), situated at more than 2,000 feet above sea level, and which has been 
suffering from acute water shortage for over a decade, is a stark example. In such cases, 
it is the women who suffer the most, as they have to bear the heaviest burden of water 
collection and collection of fuelwood and fodder.205 
 
Deforestation also adversely affects forest-dependent communities’ supply of food, 
fodder and house-building material (poles, grass, leaves, vine, etc.), which is supplied 
from forests.  In its stead comes market-dependency, and related exposure to social and 
other denigration, including violence against women.  
 
Part-subsistence household economies become market-dependent, and the members, 
particularly the women, get subjected to the myriad ways of exploitation. The family-

 202 Kerkhoff & Erni (2005:25-24). 
 
203 Roy et al (2012: paras 19, 20).  
 
204 Roy et al (2012: para 21).  
 
205 Roy & Halim (2001a: 25, 26).  
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level leading role that many women hitherto played in forest-dependent economies 
often become subverted in a male-dominated market world. All of these developments 
have had negative impacts upon the role and status of women from such communities.   
 
While it is important to understand the different ways in which deforestation affects 
men and women it is also important to understand the different roles played by men 
and women in forest conservation. Based upon numerous discussions that the author 
has had with VCF communities in the CHT, it appears that in certain respects women 
possess a nuanced understanding of vegetation, and wildlife, which is different to, and 
often deeper, than that of the menfolk in their communities. This is primarily on account 
of the length of time women spend in forest areas – particularly to fetch water and 
collect food items – which is often greater than that of the men, except in some cases of 
hunting, trapping and fishing (but in these activities too, it often involves both men and 
women, together or separately).    
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V. THE RESERVED FORESTS 
 
5.1 The Major & Minor Reserved Forests 
Official records from the first few years of the 20th century show that the area of the 
reserved forests in the CHT was 1,385 square miles, out of a total area of 5,138 square 
miles (with 3,753 square miles of “unclassed” forests).206 Their respective areas were as 
follows: Kassalong (spelt: Kasalang): 763 square miles; Matamuhri (spelt: Matamuhari): 
251 square miles; Reingkhyong (spelt: Rankhiang): 215 square miles; Sangu: 145 square 
miles; and Sitapahar: 11 square miles.207 The aforesaid estimates are reproduced in 
Table 9 in the annexe.  

However, these RFs were originally notified in the 19th century, from the 1880s to 1883: 
the Matamuhri, in 1880;208 the Kassalong,209 and the Sangu,210 in 1881; the Reingkhyong 
in 1882;211 and the Sitapahar, in 1883.212  An extension to the Sitapahar Reserve was 
notified later, enlarging the area. The original Sitapahar Reserve and the Extension 
Sitapahar (also known as “Rampahar”) were amalgamated in 1945.213However, there 
were other RFs of a substantial size. Some were de-reserved, e.g., the Maini Reserve, 
which was the first reserve in the CHT, created in 1875.214Some of the other RFs were 
amalgamated with other, and currently existing, RFs, including the Maini Headwater 
Reserve,215 the Subolong Headwater Reserve,216 and the Thega Reserve.217  The Maini 
Headwater Reserve was later amalgamated with the Kassalong reserve.218  The Thega 

206 Allen et al (2012: 412).   
 
207 Ibid.  
 
208 Notification dated 17 November 1880, as mentioned in CHT Regulation 1900, and reproduced in CHTRC 
(2010: 228).  
 
209The Kassalong Reserve was originally notified by Notification No. Nil dated 23 April 1881. Its area was 
modified by Notification No. 4624 For, dated 23 August 1911 and No. 10855 For, dated 27 November 1923.   
 
210 Notification dated 25 August 1881, as mentioned in CHT Regulation 1900, and reproduced in CHTRC 
(2010: 228).  
 
211 The Reingkhyong Reserve was originally notified as a reserved forest by Notification No. Nil dated 15 May 
1882, as published in the Calcutta Gazette on 17 May 1882 (spelt “Rangkhiang”). 
 
212 The Sitapahar Reserve was originally notified by Notification No. Nil dated 12 June, 1883, as published in 
the Calcutta Gazette dated 20 June 1883.  
 
213 By Notification No. 6184S dated 12 December 1945, as published in the Calcutta Gazette dated 3 January 
1946, the combined area of the original and the extension reserves, covering 22.08 square miles, were 
together notified as the Sitapahar Reserved Forest, with “no rights and privileges granted”.   
 
214 Ishaq (1975: 109). 
 
 215The Maini Headwater Reserve was notified by Notification No. 1344 T.R. dated 12 October 1923. Its area 
was modified by Notification No. 3545 For, dated 21 March 1925 and Notification No. 19052 For, dated 6 
October 1937. 
 
216 The Subalong Headwater Reserve was notified by Notification No. 1343-T.R. dated 12 October 1923 (see 
CHTRC, 2010: 227), and its area was subsequently amended by Notification No. 8982 For, dated 15 July 
1932. 
 
217 The Thega Reserve was notified by Notification No. 1342 T.R. dated 12 October 1923, as published in the 
Calcutta Gazette on 12 October 1923. See CHT Regulation 1900 as reproduced in CHTRC (2010: 227).  
 
218 By Notification No. 106T dated 1 July 1940, the areas of Maini Headwater Reserve and the Kassalong 
Reserve were amalgamated and together named the Kassalong Reserve (area: 995.895 square miles; 
637,756.40 acres).  
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and Subalong Reserves were amalgamated with the Reingkhyong Reserve.219 

There are other reserved forests in the region, which may be regarded as “minor” RFs. 
Among these is the Barkal Reserve.220 Another well-known minor RF, the Rangamati 
Reserve,221 or most of it, was lost to the Karnafuli Reservoir created by the Kaptai Dam 
between 1960-1962, and its remainder converted into settlements, including Reserve 
Bazar, the largest market centre in the CHT.  
 
In 1976, the area of the minor RFs was estimated to be 23.50 square miles or just 1.89 % 
of the total reserves in the region.222All of the larger reserves were notified during the 
British period. The total area together, of the major and minor reserves, was estimated 
in 1976 to cover 1,244 square miles or about 24% of the total area of the region 
(5,093.75 square miles). Table 11 in the annexe shows the comparative areas of the 
different major reserves in the CHT as estimated in 1976. The area of the RFs since then 
has changed, as discussed later (see chapter 5.3 and Tables 12, 13, 14 and 14-A-B-C-D).  
 
During Pakistani rule (1947-1971), in the early 1960s, an area of 45.50 square miles 
(27,900 acres) from the southern part of the Kassalong Reserve was de-reserved to 
create mauzas to rehabilitate internally displaced persons (IDPs) of the Kaptai Dam.223 
In the 1980s, after the independence of Bangladesh, when the internal conflict was 
raging in the CHT, a few more new mauzas were created from the southern Kassalong 
Reserve to accommodate government-sponsored Bengali migrants from the plains 
districts (20.84 square miles or 13, 335 acres) on lands hitherto occupied by hill 
people.224 

New reserves were not to be created again, until after the independence of Bangladesh, 
in 1971, between the 1970s to the 1990s. Their exact extent is not known to the general 
public, and estimates range from 116,880 acres to 140,341.31 acres (183 to 219square 
miles, respectively).225 Thus, the total area of the RFs in the CHT today would stand, at 

219 By Notification No. 6458 For, dated 28 July 1948, as published in the Dacca Gazette on 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 
September 1948, the three adjoining reserved forests (Reingkhyong Reserve, Thega Reserve and Subalong 
Headwater Reserve) were amalgamated and together known as Reingkhyong Reserved Forest (294.59 square 
miles; 188,537.60 acres, with “no rights and privileges granted”.  
 
220 The Barkal Reserve is one of the smallest of the old reserves (from British times). It is 0.91 square miles. 
It was notified by Notification No. 7647 For dated 29 August 1921 (published under section 19 of the Indian 
Forest Act 1878) and subsequently amended, firstly, by Notification No. 12532 For., dated 10 December 
1925 and secondly, by Notification No. 104T dated 1 July 1940; see, CHTRC (2010: 227).  
 
221 The Rangamati Reserve was notified by Notification No. 7646 For dated 29 August 1921, published under 
section 19 of the Indian Forest Act 1878. Its area was amended by Notification No. 697 T.R. dated 22 
October 1925 and by Notification No. 9555 For dated 28 July 1932 (excluding an area of 3.168 acres or 
0.395 square miles for the Mahalchari Road). The Notification No. 105T dated 1 July 1940 confirmed its area 
as 0.395 square miles. See, CHTRC (2010: 227).  
 
222Webb & Roberts (1976: 2). 
 
223 These mauzas, now part of Baghaichari upazila, are: 375 Bangaltali, 376 Tintilla, 377 Rupakari, 378 
Marischya, 379 Baghaichari, 380 Sijak, 381 Battali, 382 Uluchari, 383 Khedarmara and 384 Sarboatali.  
 
224 These mauzas are: 385 Aamtali 386 Gulshakhali, 387 Gadosora, 388 Rangipara (Baghaichari upazila), 
&390Kalapagojya (Langadu upazila).  See also, Roy (2004a: 42).  
 
225 The smaller figure was reportedly estimated by an official of the Forest Department, while the higher 
figure was cited by a representative of the CHT-based civil society network, the Movement for the 
Protection of Forest and Land Rights in the CHT (MPFLR-CHT). See Gain (2002: 59). 
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either 889,704.80 acres or 1,390.16 square miles (following the BFD estimate) or 
913166.11 acres or 1,426.82 square miles (following the estimate of the MPFLR 
estimate).  Subsequent to the aforesaid estimates, information provided by the 
Conservator of Forests, Rangamati Circle in June 2015 shows a total of 36 new reserves, 
within 33 mauzas spread over all three districts, covering an area of 69, 035.53 acres or 
about 108 square miles (Tables 14A, 14B and 14C). This estimate, however, does not 
include the new RFs in the remainder of the CHT, i.e., the part of Bandarban district that 
is included within the Chittagong Forest Circle.  

Tables 9 through to 14, in the annexe, provide data on the size of the reserved forests at 
different times. Tables 9 and 10 give the areas for the early 1900s and 1976, 
respectively. Table 11 gives a 1976 estimate of the reserved, protected and “unclassed 
state” forests. Table 12 shows the areas of old, new and proposed reserved forests in the 
1990s. Tables 13 and 14 provide slightly different estimates on the extent of new and 
proposed reserved forests in the 1990s, along with de-reserved areas, as provided by a 
governmental and a non-governmental source. Tables 14A, 14B, 14C and 14D give 
details of the new reserved forests within the Rangamati Forest Circle, which were 
finally notified between 1996 to 2008.    

Although the legal status of all reserved forests is the same, whether notified during the 
British period or afterwards, the situation on the ground with regard to possession and 
control varies upon the period of reservation. The status of the reserved forests of the 
British period is not questioned except from “political considerations” that are critical of 
the British government’s “annexationist” institutional structure and legal regime 
perpetrated by its Forest laws.226 The status of the reserved forests of the Bangladesh 
period, on the other hand, was, and still is, fiercely resisted by local communities, 
including through litigation and civic resistance mobilizations. Obviously, forest-
dependent communities of current times are far more aware about their rights than 
those of the British and Pakistani periods (when they had little or no opportunity to 
resist reservation). With such a view, the colonial-era RFs are distinguished from those 
notified after the independence of Bangladesh. Inhabitants of the CHT often refer to the 
former as “old RFs” and the latter as “new RFs”. This practice will be followed in the 
remainder of the report. 

5.2  The Old Reserved Forests 

5.2.1 Headwater Reserves & Other Reserves for Conservation of Rivers 

It has been said about the old reserved forests that, “[these] areas were created as 
reserves between 1875 and 1882 with the intention being to protect the catchment 
areas of the major rivers in the area”.227 In particular, some of the reserves were named 
Headwater Reserves, especially to protect the sources and watersheds of a number of 
rivers and major tributaries. These include the Maini Headwater Reserve, Subalong 
Headwater Reserve and the Thega Reserve, named respectively, after the rivers Maini, 
Subalong and Thega. These relatively small reserves were later amalgamated with 

226 Roy & Halim (2001a: 14-16), Roy & Halim (2013: 100-103).  
 
227Webb & Roberts (1976: 2). 
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larger reserves.228 The Maini Reserve (not to be confused with the Maini Headwater 
Reserve) was de-reserved in the 1910s and now forms the Dighinala Upazila within 
Khagrachari District, but whose earlier name was Maini Valley, regarded as an adjunct 
or annexe to the Chakma Chief’s Circle.  

5.2.2 Production Forestry & Industrial Plantations 

During the British period (1860-1947 in the case of the CHT), apart from conservation, 
“production forestry” aimed at raising revenue earnings for the government, and 
providing a source for raw materials needed by the shipping and railroad industries, 
was also a major goal of management of the reserved forests (although neither trains 
nor large ships have ever reached the CHT!). Conservation efforts in the post-colonial 
period were patently weaker, particularly after the independence of Bangladesh in 
1971. At present, there are only three officially sanctioned protected areas in the CHT, 
namely the Pablakhali Game Reserve, the Kaptai National Park and the Sangu Wildlife 
Reserve.   

Of course, the VCFs may also be regarded as conservation areas, particularly where 
extraction is prohibited or only done sustainably. The question of whether these VCFs – 
or at least the better conserved ones among them - should be declared as Community 
Conservation Areas under the Wildlife (Protection & Security) Act 2012, is a debatable 
issue. At the Regional Consultation on Forest Management, organized by the UNDP-
CHTDF and held in Rangamati on 7 June 2015, BFD and retired BFD participants were 
enthusiastic about such a development, while indigenous participants seemed cautious 
and even sceptical, obviously fearing loss of “control” to the BFD, and their ultimate 
notification as RFs, PFs or Protected Areas of the nature of Eco Parks, National Parks 
and Sanctuaries. 

In large parts of the RFs of the British period, natural forests gradually came to be 
replaced with plantations or ‘planted forests’. The process started in the 1870s.In 1871, 
the first “planted state forest” or “plantation forest” in the CHT, and one of the first in 
Bangladesh, was created at Sitapahar, near Kaptai, by planting teak saplings imported 
from Myanmar (teak is not indigenous to the CHT).229 The method used was “Taungya”, 
a word of Marma, Rakhine or Burmese (Myanmarese) origin, related to swidden or jum 
cultivation. This technology was first used in Myanmar (former Burma) and introduced 
in the CHT by British foresters in the 1870s.230 
 
It has been stated earlier that the status of settlements within the old reserves at the 
time of their notification is far from clear (see chapter II). Information about remote 
settlements was scanty, and unreliable. Moreover, many of the settlements near the 
present borders with India and Myanmar (former Burma) were subject to marauding 
raids of indigenous peoples from across the border.231 Therefore, the false assumption 

228 The Maini Headwater Reserve was later amalgamated with the Kassalong Reserve, while the Subalong 
Headwater Reserve and the Thega Reserve were amalgamated with the Reingkhyong Reserve.  
  
229 Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012: 140). See also, Ishaq (1975: 101) and Rizvi (1970: 175).  
 
230 Sattar (1995: 7, 8). 
 
 231Lewin (1870: 190, 299), Sopher (1964: 118), Loffler (2012: 56).   
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on the scarcity of settlements within much of the then new reserves of the British period 
was based partly on the lack of knowledge on the part of the then authorities, and partly, 
a fiction perpetrated by control-hungry foresters seeking new frontiers. Even then, the 
British foresters did not hesitate to use and exploit the cheapest form of labour possible 
to create plantations, by using swidden cultivators or jumias, and by employing the jum 
method to plant trees. This method was to be used by the BFD up to the 1980s, or 
perhaps even the 1990s, to create plantations within reserved and other forests.     
 
5.2.3 Jumias & the Taungya Plantations  

A study on the CHT RFs commissioned by the Asian Development Bank and the 
Government of Bangladesh in 1976 reported: “[the] Reserved Forests are now being 
managed with a view to progressively eliminate the existing heterogeneous stand and 
replace it with plantations of more durable, faster-growing species. To date the principal 
species used in such plantations within the Reserved Forests has been teak”.232 

Most of the aforesaid plantations were created by swidden or jum farmers. An Asian 
Development Bank-led study of 2001 on possible development interventions in post-
Accord CHT states: “To meet the labour shortage in teak plantations, [the] Taungya 
(forest villager) system [was] introduced. Under this system several families of 
indigenous people were allowed to settle within RF – where they, in fact, previously 
practiced limited [jum] – to work in the plantations for labour wages.”233 
 
The Taungya system has been defined as an innovative form of agroforestry based upon 
swidden or jum cultivation whereby “the forest service proposes to farmers that they 
use forest plots to grow seasonal crops in association with trees during the first years of 
a plantation’s existence”. 234 Describing the use of Taungya system to reforest areas 
within the “cut-over” areas of the RFs by BFIDC, Webb & Roberts wrote the following: 
 

“The plantations are established by the taungya method. After the 
merchantable timber has been removed from an area by BFIDC, the Forest 
Department allow the tribal people to practice a modified form of juming on 
the area. This method is known as the taungya system. The jumias burn the 
area and plant their jum crops. However, they are required to plant trees also. 
The Forest Department provide the tree seedlings of the desired species, 
instruct the jumias as to how to plant and tend them and pay them a standard 
wage for all time spent on the forestry work. The jumias tend the trees for one 
year, harvest their food crops which are intergrown with the trees and the 
next year, when the tree saplings are too large and give too much shade for 
most food crops, they move on the next area from which the merchantable 
timber has been remove.” 235 

 
 
 

232 Webb & Roberts (1976: 3). 
 
233 Asian Development Bank (2001: 33). Incidentally, the Rangamati-based NGO, which conducted the first 
known project on Village Common Forests or Mauza Reserves in the CHT, is called Taungya, which is an 
indigenous-innovated tree planting technology.   
 
234 Kiriinya (1994: 3). 
 
235Webb & Roberts (1976: 15). 
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5.2.4 Forest Industries & the FIDC  

The Pakistani government, which succeeded the British Indian government (1947-
1971), largely followed the policies of its colonial predecessor, with the addition of a 
new dimension, namely “forest industries”, through which was started the production of 
timber-based finished products (including furniture & boards) and more intense logging 
through a new government-owned corporation better known by its acronym, “PFIDC” 
(Pakistan Forest Industries Development Corporation). The PFIDC’s successor, the 
BFIDC, continued its logging operations in the reserved forests, including where the cut-
over area was replanted through the Taungya method.  

The scale of logging by FIDC was taken to new heights after the independence of 
Bangladesh in 1971. Use of motorized vehicles and other mechanized tools, along with 
other new technology, and the linking of hitherto inaccessible parts of the major 
reserved forests with the national highway system (particularly Baghaihat in Rangamati 
and Alikwadang in Bandarban, following specific recommendations of the Forestry 
Master Plan) played a major part in this. This set the scene for unrestricted logging, 
particularly for teak, the most highly prized timber in Bangladesh, including through 
clear-felling of heterogeneous forests, causing wanton wastage of tree and other 
vegetative species that did not have a ready market, and consequently destroying the 
habitats of wildlife too.236 

5.3  The New Reserved Forests 

The total area of the new RFs is disputed, at least among the general public, primarily 
because the entire process of notification as reserved forests has not been completed 
and the government has been less than transparent, both in giving notice to those 
affected and to publicly share information about this process.237This, however, excludes 
the cooperation extended by the offices of the CCF and the CF, Rangamati Circle, in 
relation to this study, and for other overtures made in the context of the Bangladesh’s 
UN REDD-Readiness Phase dialogues with indigenous peoples’ and forest-dependent 
communities’ networks and organizations.  
 
The process of notification started in the late 1970s and continues to this day. According 
to the civil society group, the Movement for the Protection of Forest and Land Rights in 
the CHT (MPFLR-CHT), as cited in a publication of the environment-oriented NGO, 
SEHD, a total of 217,790.30 acres, spread over 83 mauzas of the three hill districts, were 
primarily notified (under section 4 of the Forest Act), out of which, 140,341.31 acres 
were finally notified as RFs (under section 20 of the Act), between 1990 to 1998 (and 
with an additional area of 77,449.99acres under process of reservation).238 On the other 
hand, according to a senior official of the Ministry of Environment & Forests (MOEF) as 
cited in the aforesaid publication, the figures for the primary notification and final 
notification were, respectively, 208,148 acres and 116,880 acres (and by implication, 

236 Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012a: 139, 140). 
 
237 However, during the current process of consultations on forest management initiated by CHTDF-UNDP, 
the office of the Chief Conservator of Forests, including its Circle Headquarters in Rangamati, were generous 
in sharing information on government forests and plantation programmes.  
 
238 Gain (2002: 59). 
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with 91,268 acres under process of reservation) (see Tables 12 to 14D). 239This includes 
the Protected Forests (PFs) as well (see Table 11).  
 
The Office of the Conservator Forests, Rangamati Circle, has kindly shared data – 
basically gazette notifications of the government - on the reserved forests within his 
circle that were finally notified over the last two decades.The Rangamati Forest Circle 
includes all of Khagrachari and Rangamati districts and a small part of Bandarban 
district. These notifications – issued from 1996 to 2008 – concern 30 mauzas in the 
three districts, with some mauzas having more than notification. Together, they make up 
an area of 67,835.53acres, with 27,855.92 acres in Rangamati,16,804.21acres in 
Khagrachari and 23,175.40 acres in Bandarban (see Tables 14A, 14B, 14C and 14D, 
respectively). Some of the reserves are as small as 30 acres, in 206 Daldali mauza, and 
115 acres in 100 Wagga mauza (Tables 14C and 14B, respectively), and the largest one 
covers 9,153.40 acres in 343 Alikhyong mauza in Bandarban district (Table 14D).  
 
The fate of the remaining areas under process of final notification is uncertain, largely 
depending upon the acceptance or rejection by the FSO (exercised in practice by a 
deputy to the DC) of claims made by inhabitants of the areas.  
 
The process of reservation – from primary notification (under section 4 of the Forest Act 
1927) to final notification (under section 20 of the Act) - involves a lengthy, complex and 
laborious series of publication of formal notifications, issuance of written or verbal 
notice to affected people, site visits, hearings and other steps, in accordance with the 
procedure laid down in the Forest Act 1927. This usually takes several years, 
culminating in a final notification following the acceptance or rejection of claims put 
forward by affected people by a specially-designated government official with quasi 
judicial powers known as the Forest Settlement Officer or ‘FSO’ (which is generally 
exercised by the ADC-Revenue). Thus the primarily notified area is usually larger than 
the area finally notified as a reserve, with parts of the proposed area being excluded 
from reservation.  
  

239 Gain (2002: 59). 
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VI. THE MAUZA RESERVES OR VILLAGE COMMON FORESTS (VCFs) 
 
6.1  Legal Provisions & Terminology  
VCFs are referred to as “Mauza Reserves” in the CHT Regulation 1900. Rule 41A of the 
Regulation vests the responsibility of managing and protecting such forests upon the 
Mauza Headmen. The Rule came into operation by an amendment to the CHT Regulation 
in 1939.240 The provisions of this Rule were supplemented by a directive of the Deputy 
Commissioner, CHT, in 1965 (see Appendix 17).241 The concerned memo mentioned 
both the Headmen and the Karbaries, although only headmen are mentioned in Rule 
41A. An area of at least 100 acres was to be set aside for a reserve. Mauza residents 
were to be allowed to use its resources with the permission of the headman concerned, 
who was asked to report encroachments to the SDOs (precursors of UNOs), so that 
offenders could be punished. Such governmental initiatives have been patently missing 
since the independence of Bangladesh in 1971.  
 
In addition to Mauza Reserve and VCF, these forests are known in different names by 
different ethnic and linguistic groups in the CHT, such as “mauza service” or “service” in 
Chakma Circle and “Para Baan” in the Bohmong Circle.  
 
6.2.  The Indigenous Innovation of Village Common Forests242 
With the beginning of British rule in the CHT in 1860, the indigenous people not only 
lost their right of access to a quarter of the entire area of the region (which came to be 
categorized as reserved forests), but at about the same time, large forested areas were 
also converted into plough lands, which yielded high taxes to the revenue-hungry 
colonial government. Further reduction of access to forests was to follow in the wake of 
the Kaptai Dam in the 1960s and the population transfer or "transmigration" 
programme of the 1970s, but we shall come to that later. To return to the British period, 
the indigenous villagers who lost access to their former commons now found 
themselves with little choice but to devise new methods of sustainable use of their now-
scarce common lands. The result was an innovation based upon their traditional 
resource management patterns to retain forest cover for long-term use. This gave birth 
to the village common forests (VCFs) of today, which are not allowed to be cultivated for 
jum or otherwise by the communities themselves, on the strength of sanctions and 
religious taboos. The maintenance of VCFs was combined with approaches to prevent a 
shortening of the fallow periods on lands that were left outside of the VCFs. The latter 
proved to be even more difficult due to population rise and other causes, as we shall 
discuss in more detail below. This in turn also affected the efficacy of the VCF-protection 
measures, along with other constraints that were now faced by CHT villagers.   
 
The current pattern of VCF management in the CHT involves only semi-structured or 
unstructured methods. In some cases, VCF management involves the entire adult 
population of a particular village. In some cases, village communities have formed 
unincorporated associations with restricted membership and elected office-bearers and 

240 Notification No. 7848 E. A. dated the 15th July 1939 published at page 1723 Part I of the Calcutta Gazette 
dated the 20th July 1939. 
 
241 Deputy Commissioner, Chittagong Hill Tract’s Standing Order issued through Memo No. 2384 (40) dated 
3 August 1965. The order also encouraged selective planting. See Appendix 17.  
 
242 The contents of this sub-chapter (Chapter 6.2) have been reproduced, verbatim, from Roy & Halim 
(2013: 103, 104).   
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even reduced their use and resource-sharing practices into formalized rules. However, 
the unstructured models are more common, and these are usually centred around the 
leadership of the karbaries (singular: karbari) and the mauza headmen. These headmen 
in the more than 350 mauzas of the CHT are nominated by the Chiefs or rajas, but 
formally appointed by the deputy commissioners. The far more numerous karbaries are 
traditionally nominated by the villagers and appointed by the Chiefs. These offices have 
now become largely hereditary and are confined to men only, except to a limited extent 
in the case of headmen.  
 
The aforesaid innovative practices did not escape the astute notice of the British 
administrators. Although, on the one hand, the British continued to deny access to the 
indigenous people to the reserved forests, they realized that unless these village forests 
were protected, villagers may have no recourse but to permanently migrate into or 
otherwise utilize the resources of the reserved forests which had come to be regarded as 
the exclusive property of the state to the exclusion of indigenous peoples and other 
forest dwellers. Thus, through an amendment to rule to 41 of the CHT Regulation of 
1900 in July 1939, the government recognized a category of "mauza reserve" that was to 
be identified, demarcated and protected by the mauza headmen 
 
 
6.3  Taungya’s Project Interventions 
The Rangamati-based NGO, Taungya, undertook two successive projects to facilitate VCF 
management and protection, supported by the Danish governmental development 
agency, Danida. The first phase started in May 2003 and concluded in April 2005. The 
second phase, along with associate NGOs Mrochet and Tah Zing Dong in Bandarban, 
started in May 2008 and concluded in December 2010. Taungya’s interventions 
facilitated (a) the protection of existing VCFs; (b) the revival of degraded VCFs; (c) the 
formation and organizational strengthening of VCF committees;243 (d) inclusiveness in 
community participation in VCF committees (promotion of gender and class equity); (e) 
the sustainable use of VCF resources; and (f) the facilitation of formal recognition of 
individual VCFs through a process of registration or other documentation.244 At the end 
of Taungya’s second project on VCFs, information was received about the existence of 
nearly 100 VCFs in Rangamati district and nearly 50 VCFs in the Bandarban district.245 
 
Following in the footsteps of Taungya, a few other local NGOs that now have, or have 
had, project interventions on VCFs, apart from Mrochet and Tah Zing Dong, are Biram, 
Humanitarian Foundation, Trinamool and Hill Flower. The major funders have been 
Danida (up to the 2000s) and ArannaykFoundation (supported by USAID) from 2008 to 
the present. 
 

243 Under the NGO, Taungya’s encouragement and facilitation, several VCF committees registered 
themselves as incorporated bodies, including through the Department of Cooperatives. However, the 
registration status of the VCF organizations could not be sustained, in most cases, if not all, on account of the 
burden faced in keeping accounts and documents, as stipulated by the concerned laws and rules.   
 
244 Halim & Roy (2006), Roy & Halim (2001a, 2001b, 2003, 2013). Only one VCF in the CHT was formally 
recognized (in this case, by the Rangamati Hill District Council). See Appendix 20.  
 
245 Information provided by Maung Hla Myant, Project Coordinator, CHTWCA project, Chakma Circle and 
former Project Coordinator, CCRNR Project, Taungya, on 15 July 2015. 
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Prior to Taungya’s interventions, VCF committees formed by the villagers themselves 
were very few in number. As a result of Taungya’s interventions, VCF communities in 
the project area – largely in Rangamati district and partly in Bandarban district – formed 
committees where there were none. Some of these committees were registered with the 
Department of Cooperatives. Women’s role as full voting members and as office-bearers 
in the executive committees was virtually unheard of. That has changed to a great 
extent. In some cases, Headmen and Karbaries were closely involved with the new 
committees. However, the aforesaid traditional leaders’ roles continued to be crucial, 
whether they were formally part of a VCF committee or not, on account of their legally 
sanctioned roles as laid down in the CHT Regulation and ancillary governmental 
guidelines.  
 
6.4 The UNDP-Traditional Circles’ Watershed Co-Management Project  
After the current project of UNDP on Watershed Co-Management Activity started in 2014 
and administered by the offices of the three Chiefs, information on several more VCFs 
has been obtained.246  Tables 18, 19 and 20 in the annexe, provide basic information on 
VCFs in the three Chiefs’ Circles of the CHT. The project has various components, 
including on protection of the VCFs, capacity-raising of the communities and traditional 
institutions, mapping of the forests and their water resources, and the promotion of 
legal and administrative measures to strengthen the legal status of these forests.  
 
6.5 Biological Diversity in the Village Common Forests 
There is much diversity with regard to floral species in the VCFs, the extent of forest 
cover, density, canopy cover and relative growth. One study by Baten et al (2010) on 12 
VCFs within Rangamati and Bandarban districts, found a preponderance of bamboo 
brakes in Rangamati, with greater floral and faunal diversity in Bandarban.247 It is true 
that the major floral species in a large number of VCFs of the Chakma Circle within 
Rangamati district is bamboo. However, the nature and extent of floral and faunal 
diversity in both Bandarban and Rangamati are probably far more varied in the VCFs 
outside the study area, than the aforesaid study might suggest. Several VCFs are also 
repositories of medicinal plants. 248 
 
A recent study of VCFs in Bandarban district by a Bangladeshi and a Japanese academic, 
Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012), found much plant diversity along with “larger valuable 
tree species that are not found in other forests”.249 Another study of 12 VCF areas within 
Rangamati and Bandarban districts by leading academics and forestry specialists in 
Bangladesh, Baten et al (2010), found that the number of floral and faunal species was 
“more in number than government managed reserve forests in CHT’.250 

246 The present project on VCFs, a part of UNDP’s CHTWCA project, is managed by the offices of the three 
Circle Chiefs, whose territories are known as “chiefs’ circles”. The circles’ borders do not coincide with the 
three districts. The Mong Circle is wholly within Khagrachari district. The Chakma Circle includes a small 
part of Khagrachari district that is not included within the Mong Circle, and all of Rangamati district except a 
small portion of the Rangamati district to the south of the river Karnafuli. The Bohmong Circle includes all of 
Bandarban district and a small part of Rangamati district to the south of the Karnafuliriver.  
 
247 Baten et al (2010: 9).  
 
248 Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012a: 154). 
 
249 Jashimuddin & Inoue (2011) cited in Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012a: 154). 
 
250 Baten et al (2010: 9).  
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Focused and methodologically sound studies on faunal diversity in the CHT, apart from 
the studies mentioned above, are few. The recent studies on VCF management in the 
CHT (Roy & Halim, 2006, Baten et al, 2010, Jashimuddin & Inoue, 2012) did not delve 
into the state of wildlife beyond a basic level. Moreover, they only covered a small 
number of the total VCFs in the CHT, with little focus on Khagrachari, including both the 
Mong and Chakma Circles. Therefore, reliable studies on a larger scale, while accounting 
for the different macro and micro eco-zones (elevation, gradient of slopes, directions, 
soil diversity, etc.) are required.   
 
The presence of species of vegetation and their preponderance – e.g., tree, bamboo, vine, 
creeper, grass, etc. – depends upon various conditions, both natural and human-induced, 
which determine species diversity. These include elevation, gradient of the slopes, soil 
conditions, location (east, west, north, south), the presence of water bodies, the 
livelihood needs of the steward community, the customs, practices and usages of the 
community, their folklore, spiritual traditions, etc. Such floral diversity is also 
inextricably linked to faunal diversity. There is already substantial evidence, which 
suggests that interventions of forest-dependent communities - which necessarily 
involve swidden cultivators or jumias (swidden can only be done on forested land) – can 
actually enhance biological diversity. These too need to be looked into, so that the 
conditions that enhance, rather than deplete, biological diversity, are encouraged. The 
CHTWCA project aims to facilitate biodiversity conservation through the VCF 
committees and the traditional institutions and biodiversity mapping is expected to 
commence soon, as a major first step in this regard.  
 
6.6 VCFs & Water Resources  
The VCFs are rich in water resources. Several tributaries of the major rivers, and 
tributary streams of the aforesaid river-tributaries, along with the smaller “jhiris”,either 
flow through the VCFs or have their headwaters located within them, particularly in the 
relatively larger ones. The water from these sources is used for drinking, for other 
household use and for irrigation. These surface water sources are especially crucial for 
the sustenance and welfare of the forest-adjacent communities of the CHT because, 
although the CHT ground water is known to be arsenic-free, unlike in several parts of 
the plains regions, the relative depths of the ground water and the presence of stone 
often make it prohibitively expensive for hill communities to access ground water 
through tube wells and ring wells.   
 
According to information received by the UNDP-supported CHTWCA projects of the 
three circles, virtually every VCF within the 664 known VCFs of three circles has at least 
one stream (sora/chara). Some of them have more than five to seven streams. 
Information has been obtained about the presence of a total of 333, 204 and 109 
streams, respectively, in the Chakma, Bohmong and Mong Circles. Correspondingly, 221, 
193 and 204 hamlets or villages (paras) are dependent upon the aforesaid water 
resources. The aforesaid projects’ activities include data collection on the volume of 
water contained in these streams, at different times of the year, and threats to the 
conservation of the streams and their headwaters. The projects seek to raise awareness 
about the streams among the communities and facilitate forest and water conservation 
plans and activities.    
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6.7 VCFs & Jum Cultivation 
Village Common Forests (VCFs) or Mauza Reserves are inextricably linked with jum or 
swidden cultivation. Most forests in tropical and sub-tropical areas, including the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts, are not “primary” forests but are forests of secondary, tertiary or 
other subsequent growth, and not “pristine” forests (see chapter 6.9). This includes both 
the reserved forests (see chapters 2.4 and 2.5) and the VCFs. In a study on CHT VCFs 
commissioned by the Wildlife Trust of Bangladesh - which it calls “Community 
Conserved Areas” or “CCAs” - data collected on 75 VCFs in Rangamati district and 24 
VCFs in Bandarban district show only a very few whose “establishment” date back to the 
period before 1950s, with only one dating to the 1920s and about half a dozen dating 
from the 1950s, with the rest dating back to the 1970s, 80s and 90s.251 
 
It is obvious that in the case of most, if not all, of the VCFs, the lands were jumlands left 
for fallow prior to their being set aside as VCFs. But of course, the opportunity to set 
aside areas of former jum fields or “ranya” for VCFs depends upon various factors, some 
of which are beyond the control of village communities, including population increase, 
consequent impoverization and livelihood insecurity, among others (see chapter 4.5). 
  

251 Islam (2012: 186-193). 
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VII. OTHER FORESTS (FORESTS OTHER THAN RESERVED & MAUZA FORESTS) 
 

The major categories of forests other than reserved forests and Mauza Reserves (VCFs) 
in the CHT include Protected Forests, Conservation Forests, “Unclassed State Forests” and 
“Social Forests”. The following discussion provides a brief description of these 
categories.  
 
7.1. Protected Forests 
As in the case of reserved forests, protected forests are also established through formal 
notifications. However, while reserved forests may be established over “forest-land” and 
“waste-land”, and since 1990, also over “any land suitable for afforestation”,252 
protected forests are restricted to “forest-land” and “waste-land”. In both cases, the 
government must either own the land or have a “proprietary right” on the land. In the 
latter case (protected forests), the government may dispense with the requirement of 
inquiry and record at the stage of notification where the lengthy time required may 
“endanger the rights of Government”.253 

Nevertheless, an important safeguard on individual and community rights, which 
occurred in the Forest Act 1865, continues to be part of the 1927 Forest Act, but only 
where it concerns the process of declaration of a protected forest. The relevant 
provision, concerning the dispensing with inquiry and record – as mentioned above - is 
not to “abridge or affect any existing rights of individuals or communities”.254However, 
although penal sanctions against unauthorized use of forest produce from protected 
forests were previously less stringent than for reserved forests, an amendment to the 
Forest Act in 2000 has rendered some offences for protected forests punishable with the 
same sanction of imprisonment of not less than six months, and up to five years, as 
applicable for the reserved forests.255 

There are a number of important differences between reserved forests and protected 
forests. Firstly, the administration of the lands in an RF is vested upon the BFD, while the 
administration of lands in the PFs is not necessarily so vested. In the plains districts, the 
DCs administer these lands. In the CHT, the HDCs – in conjunction with the DCs and the 
traditional institutions –administer the lands. The second distinction is that, entry into 
and otherwise proscribed activities within an RF may be carried out only if they are 
specifically allowed by the BFD. Conversely, in the case of PFs, all activities are allowed 
unless specifically forbidden. The proscribed activities usually concern unauthorized use 
of ‘reserved’ species of trees or other flora or of the land. 

The extent of protected forests (PFs) in the CHT is quite small. In 1976, it was estimated 
that PFs covered just 34,688 acres (about 54 square miles). 256 In the 1990s, a large part 

252 Amendment to section 3 of the Forest Act 1927 by section 2 of the Forest (Amendment) Act 1990 (Act 
VIII of 1990). 
 
253 Section 29(3), Forest Act 1927. 
 
254 Section 29(3), Forest Act 1927. 
 
255 Compare the provisions of section 26 of the Forest Act 1927 (offences concerning reserved forests) with 
section 33 of the Act (offences concerning protected forests). The enhanced punishment in the case of 
protected forests was added by section 9 of the Forest (Amendment) Act 2000 (Act X of 2000).   
 
256 Webb & Roberts (1976: 13), Sattar (1995: 10).   
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of these lands was converted into RFs (see chapter 5.3), although their exact extent is 
not known to the public. The remainder of the PF lands, which have not been finally 
notified as RFs, are known to be under process of reservation.  

Among the better-known PFs in the CHT are those that were included within a fruit 
orchard project implemented by the then newly created Jum Control Division (JCD) of 
the Forest Department.257 This Division was set up in 1962, whose major aim was to 
“manage the area to provide alternative employment to jhumias with [the] pious hope to 
settle permanently as orchard and cultivators”, and to facilitate terraced cultivation, 
permanent tree cover growth, and plantation of “species suitable for use as industrial 
raw material such as match industry, plywood and kapok (cotton)”, besides fruit 
orchards.258The CHT District Gazetteer states, “[the] Jhum Control Division is supposed 
to raise trees in those areas which have been heavily jhumed in the past”.259One of the 
major areas of such concentration was within the Kaokhali and Bilaichari upazilas, with 
a large part of the former having been converted into RFs in 1999 (see Table 14A).260 
 
The arrangement or understanding between the department and the orchard growers 
was that the ownership of the lands would be eventually transferred to the latter.261 
This is well attested by government records and written views of former foresters. A 
former senior BFD official named M A Sattar, wrote: “[it] was also decided that the areas 
dedicated for orchard and terraced cultivation [under the Jum Control Division project], 
on successful completion, will be handed over to the Deputy Commissioner for 
permanent settlement, preferably with people deployed in the operation of the 
scheme.”262 The CHT District Gazetteer similarly notes that these areas “when brought 
under economic trees, like fruit trees, are then to be handed over to the tribal 
peoples.”263 
 
This was never done. The project was a failure and the sites were mostly abandoned. 
This was due largely to marketing difficulties and the ignorance on the part of both the 
Forest Department officials and the hill farmers on how to plant and tend trees that 
neither had ever done before (the choice of species was made by officials). Sattar 
recorded the following about this mismanaged project: 
 

“All operations as per scheme provision supervised by Forestry Personnel 
adopting regimented forestry system in growing fruit trees without proper 
organizing people and no efforts were made for attitudinal change. The 

257 One of the DFOs’ designations in Rangamati Circle is DFO Jum Control, although function-wise, the official 
has little or nothing to do with the title. Similarly, there is a DFO USF, a DFO Pulpwood, etc. In practice, the 
DFOs’ responsibilities are more territorial (the circles being divided into divisions under a DFO) than 
functional.  
 
258 Sattar (1995: 10, 11). 
 
259 Ishaq (1975:99). 
 
260 These areas include mauzas 130 Baroodgola, 131 Ballalchara, 122 Kutubdia, 21 Ultachari, 95A Betbunia 
and 95 Kashkhali, within the Rangamati hill district.  These lands were supposed to have been handed over 
to the farmers. See: Ishaq (1975: 99), Sattar (1995: 10-12), Loffler (2012: 67).   
 
261 Sattar (1995: 10, 12), Roy (1998: 63). 
 
262 Sattar (1995: 11). 
 
263 Ishaq (1975:99). 
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forest plantation in the lower tier of the hierarchy of Forestry Sector made 
some success in traditional way and [the] area earmarked for terracing and 
fruit garden [was] in fact converted into forest plantation and the jhumia 
families had to vacate the area … 
 
… The investigation committee for appraisal of the scheme concluded that … 
[there were] “lapses in planning, management and implementation of 
rehabilitation of the people. As the area [was] declared as protected forest 
for safe investment the area [was] gradually transferred to Forest 
Department to increase the area for forest plantation driving out the 
jhumias.”264 

 
Lorenz G Loffler, a Swiss anthropologist who undertook research in the CHT in the 
1950s and 60s, wrote the following about the JCD project: 
 

“Under the instructions of forestry officials, [the hill farmers] were instead 
forced to plant quick-growing timber, bananas, pine-apple, cashew nuts, 
guava, papaya and citrus fruits. According to official calculations, after a few 
years the people should have received a good income from these products; 
but following the first harvest there were in fact no markets for the 
products. Having grown no paddy and receiving no money to buy it, the 
people began to starve; so whoever could manage left the controlled area 
and went in search of a new area in which to make his living.”265 

 
There is no publicly available information to indicate at what stage of the plantation 
project the lands were declared as protected forests (PFs). However, what is more or 
less certain is that there was neither knowledge nor consent on the part of the 
concerned farmers and the local leaders regarding such categorization. Similarly, when 
some of same former orchard lands – by then converted into PFs – were re-categorized 
as RFs in the 1990s, neither the inhabitants of the areas concerned, nor the CHT leaders, 
were either informed or consulted.  In fact information on the former protected forests 
seems to be a closely guarded secret. Apart from linking the matter to “investment”, 
Sattar’s above-quoted observation does not throw any light behind the rationale and 
justification for such categorization and re-categorization. 
 
Lands within 95 Kashkhali mauza and 95A Betbunia mauza were part of the JCD’s 
orchard-turned-PF lands. A large part of these lands was notified as RFs in the 1990s 
(see Appendix 14B). It is surprising that this should be the case, when the Local 
Government Council (Amendment) Acts of 1998 (Acts IX, X and XI of 1998) were passed 
– as a consequence of the 1997 Accord – the law clearly stipulated that PFs would be 
within the jurisdiction of the HDCs. Thus this process went against the letter and spirit 
of the 1997 Accord and the 1998 amendments to the District Councils laws. Moreover, 
the clear absence of notice to the affected people was also clearly a violation of basic 
fundamental rights under the Constitution of Bangladesh, and the principle of Natural 
Justice, which is an integral part of the Bangladeshi legal system.     
 
Some of the communities living within these former PFs have recently petitioned the 
Forest Settlement Officer (FSO) in Rangamati (ADC-Revenue) – to exclude their lands 
from the proposed reservation process (i.e., for the lands not already converted into 

264 Sattar (1995: 12). 
 
265 Loffler (2012: 67). 
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RFs.266 Earlier, their representatives, along with others from proposed new RFs, had 
petitioned the authorities, including the concerned ministers of successive governments, 
to exclude these lands from the reservation process.267 These demands were summarily 
rejected.  
 
Despite their changed legal status, the BFD has not, however, managed to secure 
possession of a large part of the aforesaid PF/RF lands, allegedly due to non-cooperation 
from the district administration regarding the location and boundaries of the lands and 
on account of the stiff resistance from local communities living in these areas.268In some 
cases, it has been said that the district administration had sided with the affected 
people, responding to their entreaties. Whatever might be the legal status of such lands, 
where possession and effective use of these lands is concerned, the situation in most 
cases is, in limbo.  
 
The state of the protection of the resources of the plantations in the PFs is generally said 
to be as bad as in the case of the PFs. Punitive sanctions on misappropriation of the 
protected species in PFs have been gradually strengthened, as the Forest Act of 1927 
was amended since its application to the CHT.269  However, these penal sanctions did 
not seem to lead to prevention of theft, if at all, similarly to the situation in the RFs. The 
fact is that, in both cases, RFs or PFs, the local communities seem to have little or no 
stake in protecting resources that they do not regard as their own.  
 
7.2. Conservation Forests (Protected Areas) 
There are three conservation forests in the CHT, which were declared as Protected 
Areas under the prevailing Wildlife Protection law. These are the Pablakhali Wildlife 
Sanctuary, the Kaptai National Park and the Sangu Wildlife Sanctuary (see Tables 16 and 
17).    
 
ThePablakhali Wildlife Sanctuary was declared as a Game Reserve in the 1960s, and as a 
Wildlife Sanctuary in 1983. A large part of the area has been reportedly converted into 
human settlements, including by government-sponsored migrants from outside the 
CHT, who came to the CHT under governmental auspices in the 1980s. Hill communities 
too have moved into the area during the unrest prevailing in the 1970s and 80s (some 
were inhabitants thereof even at the time of its declaration as a sanctuary, although 
some of them have left the area since, on account of the then ongoing conflict).Although 
BFD documents contain records of a large number of floral and faunal species within the 
sanctuary, reports of local communities suggest otherwise.  
 
The Kaptai National Park is, in terms of supervised monitoring by the BFD, in a far 
better situation than the Pablakhali and Sangu sanctuaries. One advantage for the BFD 

266 This information was received from mauza headmen from Rangamati district, including Shanti Bijoy 
Chakma, Secretary, CHT Headmen’s Network, in March 2015.  
 
267 Roy (2002a: 29). It has been reliably learned that the same demand was repeated to successive MOEF 
ministers from 2002 to 2012.  
 
268 In the vast majority of cases, the people affected by the reservation process belong to indigenous groups, 
although a small number of ethnic Bengali people, mostly farmers descended from British-period migrants - 
and not newly resettled migrants of 1980s - were also affected.  
 
269 See sections 29, 33 and 33 of the Forest Act 1927.  
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in this case is its location. The Park is situated very close to the upazila headquarters of 
Kaptai, and within an hour’s driving distance from Rangamati town, the headquarters of 
the CHT. However, the floral diversity of this Kaptai forest was reportedly affected by 
plantations and deforestation prior to its declaration as a National Park. Although some 
regeneration of this former plantation is known to have taken place, its status with 
regard to floral and faunal diversity is not known, although a rare and threatened 
species of wild dog (Cuon alpinus) is known to be located within it.  
 
The Sangu Sanctuary was until recently, inaccessible by road. But recent road building 
has made it, along with the rest of Sangu and Matamuhri reserves, vulnerable to logging 
and other disruptive acts (see chapter 4.4).  It is obvious that, without the wholehearted 
cooperation of local communities, the wildlife within this sanctuary, along with those in 
the other two Protected Areas, will continue to be threatened.   
 
7.3.  “Unclassed State Forests” 
According to official records, in 1871, an area of 5,670 square miles within the CHT was 
declared as a “government forest”, in accordance with the Government Forests Act 1865 
(Act VII of 1865; Section 2).270 The then area of the CHT was 6,888 square miles.271 Thus 
82.31%, or more than four-fifths of the CHT was regarded as forest land, belonging to 
the state. A large part of these lands was later re-notified as “reserved forest” under the 
Indian Forest Act 1878 (which replaced the Government Forests Act of 1865).  
 
It is a matter of conjecture whether all or some of these lands within the category of 
“government forests”, which were not notified as special categories of forests or were 
converted into privately owned lands, continued to be regarded as “unclassed state 
forest”. The phrase “unclassed forest” is referred to, in a Gazetteer of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam dating from the first decade of the 1900s, in which an area of 3,753 square miles 
within the CHT is alluded to that category, although the phrase “state” is absent 
(“unclassed state forest”).272 
 
Section 1 of the 1865 Act defined “government forests” as “land covered with trees, 
brushwood or jungle, as shall be declared in accordance with … this Act…”.  Section 2 
provided for the gazettal of such a notification, but added a proviso that “such 
notification shall not abridge or affect any existing rights of individuals or communities” 
(such strong safeguards on private and community rights were to be severely watered 
down in subsequent amendments to the Forest Laws, as discussed hereafter).273 
 
The Government Forests Act 1865 is no longer valid, having been replaced, 
consecutively, by the Forest Act of 1878 and subsequently, the Forest Act of 1927. The 
1878 Act continued the practice of vesting of management of public lands upon the 
government, and some of these safeguards survived unto its successor law, the (Indian) 
Forest Act of 1927.274 The 1878 Act referred to three classes of forests, reserved forests, 

270 Rizvi (1970: 174). 
 
271 Rizvi (1970: 174). 
 
272 Allen et al (2012: 412).  
 
273 Lynch & Talbott (1995: 37). 
 
274 Farooque (1997: 20, 21). 
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protected forests and village forests, which categories are retained in the subsequent 
1927 Act, but with no reference to “government forests”.  
 
Despite the retention of some safeguards on local community rights, the 1878 Act 
nevertheless weakened community-based systems and strengthened the state’s 
authority. An authoritative study on community based forest management systems and 
their interface with laws in Asia and the Pacific concluded that the Forest Act of 1878 – 
most of whose provisions were reiterated in the Forest Act of 1927 - “paved the way for 
the state to assert control over most Indian forests”. 275 Rights were thus relegated to 
revocable “privileges”. 276 
 
Nevertheless, even as revocable privileges, rather than as absolute rights, the scope for 
the continuance of the exercise of rights of pasture and other rights over forest produce 
within reserved forests was retained in the 1927 Act. Moreover, the 1927 Act 
specifically referred to ‘shifting cultivation’, which was not mentioned in the 1878 Act. 
Another remaining safeguard on community rights is retained in the context of the 
creation of a protected forest, which stipulates that individual and community rights 
may not be “abridged” (see chapter 7.1). Therefore, despite its “annexationist” 
orientation, the provisions on the recording of rights of swidden (jum) cultivators and 
others over forest produce during a process of reservation indicate that such rights 
could co-exist with the ‘absolutist’ rights of the state, albeit of subordinate nature.277 The 
same is the case for the protected forests, and even more strongly so. The challenge, 
however, is to ensure that these safeguards are respected in practice, as the rights of 
communities have been wantonly disregarded, in spite of the aforesaid legally 
recognized safeguards, such as in the case of the protected forests under the Jum Control 
Division’s orchard project (see chapter 7.1).    
 
The 1927 Act – the major enabling law regarding forests that is still valid – makes no 
mention whatsoever to “state forests’ (or unclassed state forests) or “government 
forests” although it refers to “forest-land”, “waste-land”and “land suitable for 
afforestation” (all of which could be converted into a reserved forest).278  Nor do other 
forest-related laws mention “USF”, including the Private Forests Ordinance 1959 and the 
Wildlife (Security and Protection) Act 2012.  
 
In 1875, William Schlich, the Conservator of Forest, Bengal, had suggested that two 
classes of forests be created, viz., “reserves” (managed by the Forest Department, and  
“district forests” (managed by the Deputy Commissioner/Superintendent).279 However, 
its does not seem that this suggestion was acted upon, as this terminology was not 

275 Lynch & Talbott (1995: 37). 
 
276 Lynch & Talbott (1995: 37). For a scathing critique of the 1878 Act, which is regarded as a law 
safeguarding “state monopoly over forests”, see Guha & Gadgil (1988: 6).   
 
277 See Roy & Halim (2013: 100-103), Guha & Gadgil (1988) and Lynch & Talbott (1995: 32-38), for a 
critique of the “annexationist” and “colonialist” orientations of Forest laws of South Asia.   
 
278 See Section 3, Forest Act 1927 for the terms “forest land”, “waste land” and “land suitable for 
afforestation”, and Farooque (1997: 46-54), for a discussion of the aforesaid terms. See sections 12-15, 
Forest Act 1927 for the process of recording of rights to swidden cultivation (jum) and other rights to forest 
produce.   
 
279 Sir William Schlich, K. C.I.E., brought about some major changes in Forest Management in Bengal, 
including the CHT, as cited in Rizvi (1970: 174, 175).  
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reflected in the Indian Forest Act 1878, which recognized only reserved, protected and 
village forests (the same terminology and almost identical procedural and other 
provisions were to be retained in the subsequent law, the Indian Forest Act of 1927, 
known as the “Forest Act 1927” in Bangladesh and by several different titles in the 
different states of India).   
 
Therefore, the term “USF”, implying a “state forest” or a “government forest” has no legal 
validity today, at least not in the sense of an absolute right of the state to the exclusion of 
the rights of all others. Therefore, even if the government can validly claim jurisdiction 
over “USF” lands as some category of “forest” land based upon the earlier status of 
“government forest”, such right cannot be regarded as an absolute right since such 
declaration did not annul, and in fact, to the contrary, it had declared that individual and 
community rights in such forests were not to be “affected” or “abridged”(section 2, Act 
VII of 1865).  
 
In the case of the CHT, the phrase is used loosely, by government officials, particularly 
from the BFD, to refer to forested lands other than RFs and PFs. Conceivably, the VCFs 
would also be considered as part of the USFs. However, such a perspective is challenged, 
by several CHT authorities, including the CHT Regional Council, the Hill District 
Councils, and the traditional institutions, which have concurrent and contextually varied 
jurisdiction over these lands.  
 
What the BFD regards as USF is generally treated by the Deputy Commissioners (DCs) as 
a category of state-owned land, which is available to be settled or leased out as “khas” 
land, in accordance with the concerned legal provisions.280 The indigenous people of the 
CHT, on the other hand, consider the same lands to be their common property, following 
ancient customs and usages.281 The applicability of the concept of khas land in the CHT is 
also challenged by some on the ground that khas lands only occur in the plains regions 
of Bangladesh wherein the then provincial government of East Bengal became vested 
with the titles of untitled lands of former landowning zamindars by virtue of the East 
Bengal State Acquisition & Tenancy Act 1950 (which does not apply to the CHT). The 
lands whose possession and title were retained by the zamindars in their ‘khas’ (literally 
meaning “own”) possession were later recorded as khas, but this time in the name of the 
then provincial government of East Bengal, now succeeded to by the Government of 
Bangladesh.   
 
Conversely the Hill District Councils (HDCs) can quite legitimately claim jurisdiction 
over the so-called USFs or “khas lands”, by virtue of the Hill District Councils Acts 1989 
(which does not, however, specifically refer to “USF”). The HDCs exercise overriding 
authority over all lands within their districts, whenever settlements, leases, compulsory 
acquisitions and other transfer of lands are concerned, except in the case of reserved 
forests and a few other categories of lands whereupon state installations, institutions 
and enterprises are located.282 This blanket authority is not precluded by any 
qualification of the concerned lands as “forests” (classed or unclassed) since the law 

280 See, Rule 34, CHT Regulation 1900. 
 
281 Roy (2000b: 88).  
 
282 Section 64, Hill District Councils Acts 1989, as amended in 1998. 
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clarifies that such authority is to be exercised “notwithstanding the provisions of any 
other law for the time being in force”.283 Moreover, the aforesaid 1989 Acts – as 
amended in 1998 after the signing of the CHT Accord of 1997 – also expressly include 
Forests as a subject under their jurisdiction.284 
 
Whatever might be the actual legal status of the “USFs”, the role of the BFD over these 
lands is largely restricted to two major functions: one, to provide licences for extraction 
of timber and their export to areas outside the CHT in accordance with the CHT Forest 
Transit Rules 1973; and two, to seize unauthorized transit of forest produce for which a 
licence has not been issued. It is noteworthy that the total area of the CHT coincides 
with the total area of “USFs”, indicating that, to a forester, all lands belong to some 
category or the other of “forest” (see Table 11). In addition, the BFD has responsibilities 
under the Wildlife Protection Act 2012, to protect wildlife, particularly within the 
Protected Areas, and prosecute offenders, although this function is not very visible in 
the CHT. 
 
The overall state of biodiversity in the so-called USFs has seen a huge level of 
deterioration on account of the numerous developments referred to in chapter II. The 
only reasonably large extent of natural forest cover in the “USFs” is restricted to the 
mauza reserves and in the remote highlands along the international frontiers, where it 
has not been adversely affected by too intensive juming. With regard to tree cover, 
however, the growth of the local farmers’ teak and mixed species plantations – often 
interspersed with naturally propagated non-selective tree and other vegetative species 
– may not please a biodiversity proponent, but it probably adds to the value of carbon 
sequestration as one of the ways to mitigate global warming, as promoted by the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Moreover, some believe that 
plantations – depending on the species variety and the steepness of the slopes, etc. – 
may promote soil preservation.  
 
BFD-initiated plantation projects, including Forestry Sector Projects or “FSPs”, have been 
undertaken in the USFs after the initiation of the Forestry Sector Master Plan (1995-
2015). This was also in consonance with the provisions of the National Forest Policy of 
1994, which referred to reforestation or afforestation in the “USFs”, including social 
forestry (a similar provision has been retained in the draft Forests Policy of 2015; see 
chapter 10.2). However, the state of management, protection and proper utilization of 
these plantations is a serious case of policy failure. In the long run, integrated watershed 
management measures need to be initiated, to stem biodiversity depletion and soil 
erosion, among others, but these too are unlikely to succeed unless they are community-
led and community-managed.  
 
7.4 “Social Forests”  
Although the applicability to the CHT of the provisions on Social Forestry or Social 
Afforestation  – through section 28A, Forest 1927 & Social Afforestation Rules 2004 - is 
contested by people from the CHT, along with some of their institutions, the BFD deems 
the same to apply all over the country(see further, chapter 9.3). The CHT Regional 

283 Section 64(1), Hill District Councils Acts 1989, as amended in 1998. 
 
284 Section 22 and Schedule One and clauses 6(b) and 6(e), Hill District Councils Acts 1989, as amended in 
1998. 
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Council, which is mandated by law to advise the Government on legislating affecting the 
CHT, has complained that it was not adequately consulted about its provisions prior to 
enactment.285 Nevertheless some feeble attempts were made by the BFD to introduce 
the concept, and commensurate programmes, in the region, but after opposition to it, 
including from the civil society network, the MPFLR-CHT, the department probably felt 
it sanguine to restrict its SF activities to small parts of the CHT, including within the new 
RFs.  
 
According to a newspaper report of 2000, one such programme was undertaken within 
the Matamuhri RF by the Lama Forest Division of the Chittagong Forest Circle, involving 
250 hectares (617 acres) of “degraded forest land”.286 250 families of jumia families 
(swidden cultivators) were reportedly rehabilitated therein with assurances of 
receiving 60% of the income from the produce of the SF land.287  Another press report 
from 2006 mentions an SF programme within the Matamuhri RF by the Lama Forest 
Division involving indigenous Mro villagers along with ethnic Bengali participants.288 
 
Information provided by the office of the Conservator of Forests, Rangamati Circle,  
shows that SF programmes within the Rangamati Circle include “participatory 
plantations” for Agor (Aquilaria family) trees (1,304 acres), Bamboo (457 acres) and 
Cane (395 acres). It is however, unclear what the status of these lands is. They might 
well include a combination of new RF, PF and “USF” lands.289 
 
The relatively small extent of SF programmes in the CHT, in comparison to the plains 
regions, is known to be due to two major factors, among others. Firstly, the CHT 
Regional Council is known to be of the view that the ‘Social Afforestation Rules 2004” 
(SF Rules of 2004) do not apply to the CHT since the council was not consulted about 
their application to the CHT.290 Secondly, the relations between the BFD and local 
communities – particularly of forest-dependent indigenous villagers – was strained to 
such an extent, on account of large-scale prosecution of villagers (both actual offenders 
and innocent villagers), that local communities probably suspected the motive of the 
BFD behind these programmes.  
 
Moreover, in areas outside the RFs, CHT communities have two options of forestry (in 
the wider sense, including both natural forests and plantations) in which they are 
decidedly more in “control. Firstly, in the case of titled lands, villagers can create their 
own market-oriented plantations or JoteBaganof teak and Gmelina arborea (“gamar”), 

285 Khan et al (2004: 120).  
 
286 The Daily Inquilab, Dhaka, 21 April 2000, page 24, DinkaI, 27 February 2006as reproduced in Mandal & 
Banik (2006: 25, 29).   
 
287 The Daily Inquilab, Dhaka, 21 April 2000, page 24, DinkaI, 27 February 2006as reproduced in Mandal & 
Banik (2006: 25, 29).   
 
288 Desh Bangla, 18 February 2006,as reproduced in Mandal & Banik (2006: 28).  
 
289 Information provided by Md. Shamsul Azam, Conservator of Forests, Rangamati. His kind cooperation is 
acknowledged with thanks. 
 
290 According to section 53 of the CHTRC Act 1998, the CHTRC and the HDCs is to be consulted regarding 
any legislation on the CHT. According to section 79, HDC Acts 1989, the HDCs also have a prerogative of 
being consulted if proposed legislation is deemed to cause hardship to people, including tribal people.   
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which are replenished with various species of Koroi (Albizia family) and other 
vegetation by both human interventions and nature (droppings of birds, windblown 
seeds, pollination, e.g.).  Secondly, for natural forest lands used on a community basis 
based upon customary law, they can manage their own Mauza Reserves or “VCFs”, under 
the supervision of the Mauza Headmen, as discussed earlier.  
 
In the case of Jote Plantations, no land transfers are concerned, except to obtain title for 
the land (“settlement” of “groveland” under Rule 34 of the CHT Regulation).291 If it 
concerns VCF lands and other lands used on a customary basis, these may be used under 
the generally benign management of the Mauza Headmen, whose functions are 
supervised concurrently by the Deputy Commissioners, Circle Chiefs and the Hill District 
Councils (the latter, so far in theory). These community lands (also regarded as “USFs” 
or “Khas land” by government functionaries) may be used for swidden or jum 
cultivation,292 grasslands (Grass Kholas),293 and pastures (Grazing Lands),294 among 
others.   
 
In contrast, for SF lands, if it concerns privately owned lands, landowners would have to 
assign the lands to the government, which in turn would re-assignit to “beneficiaries 
assisting the government”. Thus for SFs, the land ownership regime is more complex 
than in the case of the VCFs and Jote lands.  
 
In the case of the SF programmes on RF land – where no customary rights were 
expressly acknowledged, as clarified by the phrase “no rights and privileges are 
granted”, in the notificationsthemselves concerning the larger reserves at least – there 
was less reluctance. Quite understandably, the BFD gradually downplayed its promotion 
of SF in the so-called “USFs” and managed to start some SF programmes on RF lands.   
 
Another reason for the relatively lukewarm acceptance of Social Afforestation (it is 
explained below why the phrase “Social Afforestation” is being used here rather than 
“Social Forestry”) is that the Social Afforestation Rules of 2004 – under which the 
programmes were managed – effectively provided for only one aspect of forestry, 
namely ‘afforestation’, i.e., implicitly, the planting of trees. 
 
Of the major types of programmes provided in the Rules are: (a) Woodlot and 
Agroforestry;295 (b) Sal forest;296 (c) Strip Plantation;297 (d) Planting on Char 

291 The process of settlement of lands in the CHT has been frozen since 1989, based upon instructions from 
the government. However, settlement of limited categories of lands – including for religious and educational 
institutions – are allowed by the Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs on a case by case basis, upon 
conclusion of necessary formalities at the district level. For the latest order from the Ministry of CHT Affairs 
dated 23 October 2001, see CHTRC (2010: 538).  
 
292 Rules 41, 42, CHT Regulation 1900. 
 
293 Rules 45 & 45A, CHT Regulation 1900. 
 
294 Rule 45B, CHT Regulation 1900. 
 
295 Rule 20(2)(a), Social Afforestation Rules 2004.  
 
296 Rule 20(2)(b), Social Afforestation Rules 2004. 
 
297 Rule 20(2)(c), Social Afforestation Rules 2004. 
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&Foreshore;298 (e) Planting in the Barind tract;299 (f) Plantations & natural forest. 300 Of 
these, only categories (b) and (f) seem to envisage forest management not involving 
planting. 
 
Although the enabling law, section 28 of the 1927 Act, refers to “social forestry”, the title 
of the Rules framed in 2004 (and amended in 2010) refers to “shamajik bonayon” in 
Bengali, meaning “social afforestation”. The contents of the aforesaid Rules too reflect 
the clear orientation towards ‘afforestation’, implying planting or plantation, to the 
exclusion of ‘forestry’ in the broader sense, since forestry in its usual sense would also 
include the management of existing natural forests. 
 
The sustainability of the SF programmes seems to be dependent on cash income from 
the sale of the produce of the land during the “thinning” of trees, the “lopping” off of tree 
branches, and the harvesting of the mature timber, upon the attainment of maturity by 
the trees. Thus, where lands under the SF programmes are composed largely of species 
that cannot be “thinned” often (e.g., long-rotation trees, non-timber forest produce, or 
heterogeneous forests or plantations with few commercially valuable species of tree or 
other produce), the programme would not provide much of an income to the 
participants (called “beneficiaries”). As for income from the sale proceeds of mature 
trees, its level, and the periods within which it accrues, would depend upon the varying 
maturity periods of trees, their quantity and size, and the relative market prices for each 
species, size and quantity, etc. Thus, except for income-generating interventions of the 
concerned NGO through its micro credit programmes, the livelihood security of the 
participants would be quite a gamble indeed! 
 
Moreover, the participants or “beneficiaries” of the programmes seem to have several 
onerous responsibilities (e.g., growing trees, tending to the forest/plantation, carrying 
out the advice or instructions of the BFD official concerned, and so forth), while the 
major decision-making powers – viz., the selection of sites, participants and species, and 
whether, when and how to “thin”, “lop” or market the trees, etc. - appear to have been 
retained unilaterally by the BFD.  It is perhaps these weaknesses, among others, that 
have led critics to label the programme “top-down” and at the expense of 
“beneficiaries”.301 Corruption too seems to be a problem in some programmes studied 
by researchers.302 
 
The applicability of these observations - which are largely or predominantly based upon 
findings in the plains districts – to the CHT context, needs to be examined in detail. 
However, until such a review is done, it is reasonable to suppose that manyof those 
observations would be applicable to the CHT in a future scenario. Moreover, they 
actually raise even more serious questions about their suitability for the CHT, given the 
CHT’s different history of self-rule and legal regimes, land ownership and use patterns, 

298 Rule 20(2)(d), Social Afforestation Rules 2004. 
 
299 Rule 20(2)(e), Social Afforestation Rules 2004. 
 
300 Rule 20(2)(f), Social Afforestation Rules 2004. 
 
301 Rasul & Karki (2007: 17, 19), Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012a: 150, 156).   
 
302 See Roy & Halim (2001a); Rasul & Karki (2007: 17, 19), Jashimuddin & Inoue (2012a: 150, 156).   
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and the aftermath of the armed conflict and the CHT Accord.303 Unless fundamental 
structural and/or attitudinal changes are brought about within the BFD – signs of which 
are as yet faint, and constitute the exception rather than the rule - the current paradigm 
of BFD-led Social Afforestation shows little promise for the CHT, and also raises serious 
questions about its long-term viability for the plains regions too.  
 
In areas outside the RFs, CHT communities have two broad options of forestry 
(including plantation or “commercial forestry”), namely, to resort to managing forested 
lands within the Mauza-Circle areas as Village Common Forests (VCFs) or Mauza 
Reserves, if it is not titled land, and to set up their own Jote Plantations, if it concerns 
lands to which their members have individual title. In both of these cases, CHT 
communities have more control and ownership. Therefore, it is not surprising that the 
current model of SF does not seem attractive to them, at least in the areas outside the 
RFs.   
 
The successful implementation of SF programmes in RF areas, where land rights are 
seldom, if ever, acknowledged, may yet be possible, if the dispute over the application of 
the existing SF Rules to the CHT is resolved. This may be done, among others, by framing 
CHT-specific SF rules in consultation with the CHT Regional Council, the Hill District 
Councils, the traditional institutions and representatives of forest-dependent 
communities. This was a strong recommendation at the Regional Consultation on Forest 
Management in the CHT, organized by CHTDF-UNDP at Rangamati, CHT on 7 June 2015, 
involving different stakeholders, including CHT-specific institutions, representatives of 
forest-dependent communities, district-level officials of the BFD, UNDP officials and 
prominent forestry experts.304 Another recommendation from the same consultation 
was to confine Social Forestry to selected portions of the reserved forests only. In other 
words, the current model of SF was not deemed appropriate in the other parts of the 
CHT, which the BFD regards as USFs. 
 
If new CHT-specific SF Rules are to be framed, the current emphasis on “afforestation” 
(“bonayon”) through plantations ought to be broadened to include both afforestation 
(through plantation and plantation mixed with natural or “assisted” regeneration) and 
management of natural forests, without involving planting of selected market-oriented 
species.  
 
Another alternative, particularly for the RFs, is to introduce the elements of the current 
SF programmes (under section 28A) that are found to be appropriate for the CHT RFs, if 
at all, along with other positive experiences of participatory and equitable co-
management of forests, by framing Village Forest Rules under section 28 of the Act. The 
framing of Village Forest Rules in consultation with the CHTRC, HDCs, traditional 
institutions and relevant communities was a strong recommendation of the 7 June 
consultation meeting.    

303 The CHT Accord was signed between the Government of Bangladesh and the Parbatto Chottogram Jana 
Samhati Samiti (“JSS” or “PCJSS”) on 2 December 1997. The Accord laid down various provisions on the 
cessation of the conflict and the strengthening of the CHT self-government system and contains specific 
provisions on framing of new legislation and amendments to existing laws. The CHT Regional Council Act 
1998 and the Hill District Councils (Amendment) Acts 1998 are part of this package.  
 
304 The aforesaid consultation on 7 June 2015 was held to both obtain the views of all major forest-related 
stakeholders of the CHT and as a preparatory exercise to prepare for national level consultations that were 
scheduled to have been held in 2015 but which did not eventuate.  
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A third alternative is to amend the existing SF Rules to the CHT context or contexts, in 
consultation with the CHT Regional Council and other rights-holders and “stakeholders”. 
This, however, may involve such fundamental changes to the concept of Social 
Afforestation, as contained in the SF Rules of 2004 – such as on management of lands 
other than plantations or “planted forests”, involvement (or non-involvement) of NGOs, 
involvement of CHT-specific institutions (HDCs and traditional institutions), income 
arrangements for participants where the income from sale of forest produce would be 
absent or very meagre (such as where no commercially valuable forest species are 
concerned) etc. – that it might be well to frame a new set of rules altogether! Table 26 in 
the annexe provides an overview of the different permutations for undertaking 
participatory and equitably co-managed programmes on forestry in the RFs and “USFs”.  
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VIII. INSTITUTIONAL & ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 
 
8.1 The Bangladesh Forest Department  

  
8.1.1 Structure of BFD in the CHT 
The Bangladesh Forest Department (BFD) is the specialized agency of the government, 
under the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MOEF), which deals with forest-related 
matters. The senior-most officials of the BFD at the CHT-level are the Conservators of 
Forests (CFs), who each head a forest “circle”.305 All of Rangamati and Khagrachari 
districts and a part of Bandarban district are under the CF of the Rangamati Circle, while 
the part of Bandarban district outside of the Rangamati Circle, is included within the 
Chittagong Circle, along with Cox’s Bazar district. The CFs report to the Chief 
Conservator of Forests (CCF) through one of the Deputy Chief Conservators of Forests 
(DCCFs). 

 
Under the CFs are the following officials in descending order of hierarchy: Deputy 
Conservators of Forests (DCFs), Sub-Divisional Forest Officers (SDFOs), Assistant 
Conservators of Forests (ACFs), Forest Rangers (of 3 grades), Foresters and Forest 
Guards.306 Most of the aforesaid officials are based at district headquarters, who only 
travel to rural areas under their charge if urgently required – such as to verify timber 
extraction and export and transit permit applications - except the junior-level officials at 
the level of Forest ‘ranges’ and ‘beats’. Figure 2 in the annexe shows the organogram of 
the largest forest circle in the CHT, the Rangamati Circle.  

 
 8.1.2 Responsibilities & Functions of BFD 

The major responsibilities of the BFD include: (a) management of government forests; 
(b) protection and conservation of protected areas; (c) undertaking Social Forestry (SF) 
activities; (d) involvement of the public in SF programmes and in conservation of 
protected areas; (e) implementation of scientifically sound, economically viable and 
biologically sustainable forestry management programmes; and (f) implementation of 
the forestry-related policies of the government. 307 
 
8.1.2.1  Management of Reserved Forests by the BFD 
From a broad perspective, the BFD deals with two types of forests in the CHT. They are 
the reserved forests (RFs) on the one hand, and forests or plantations in the areas 
outside the RFs, on the other. The BFD’s role in the RF and non-RF areas is quite 
different. In the case of RFs, the lands are directly under its departmental administrative 
control, particularly on account of the fact that it is the BFD that personifies the 
government, which “owns” the land of RFs. Rights of any, other than the government, 
are not legally recognized therein, with some very notable exceptions (such as under SF 
programmes). 
 

305 “Circle” is a term inherited from the British colonial period. It denotes a unit of revenue jurisdiction. Thus 
the territories of the CHT rajas or chiefs are also called “circles” as are other units under the Department of 
Taxes and the Department of Forests. Previously, the unit under the civil administration below the level of 
sub-division used to be also called a “circle”.   
 
306 Khan et al (2004: 113). 
 
307 Khan et al (2004: 111).  
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There may be three exceptions to unfettered governmental control of RF lands, 
including in the CHT, but which are more conceptual than real. This is because the 
exceptions may occur only if the government, or the BFD, exercises its respective legally 
mandated discretion to allow that to happen (which has not been seen in practice). 
Nevertheless, these are discussed below with the aim of future preparedness for all 
concerned.  
 
The first exception would be if any rights to swidden (jum) cultivation, or over pasture 
or forest produce within an RF, were recorded prior to final notification of the land as an 
RF.308Secondly, this may happen if a part of RF land is included within a Social Forestry 
(SF) programme.309 A third exception would be if Village Forests (VFs) are formed within 
RFs and rights over such forests are assigned to any village community.310 The first and 
third scenarios have not eventuated as yet, and the second scenario exists only in a 
limited manner. 311 
 
Apart from the three exceptions mentioned above, the rest of the RFs are solely 
administered by the BFD, with no involvement of other agencies or individuals 
However, the outward manifestations of such ‘administration’ and ‘management’ - 
including permanent physical presence of BFD staff, knowledge of the state of flora and 
fauna and other resources, monitoring of activities within such forests and related 
activities - is generally of such a nature that it would not be an exaggeration to say that 
the BFD acts like an absentee landlord who only visits his/her domain on rare occasions. 
The role of the BFD in the RFs is fettered by the large extent of territory, their relative 
‘remoteness’ (e.g. motorable roads do not exist in most parts of the RFs, particularly the 
Reingkgyong RF, northern Kassalong RF and southern portions of the Sangu RFs), and 
the absence of focused interest, which generally only seems to coincide with the 
presence of plantations with easily marketable tree species.  
 
Thus if one were to, if somewhat ‘reductionistically’, divide the BFD’s functions into 
“management” and “protection” roles, the management roles are only visible when 
plantation projects are concerned. That is one of the few times that inhabitants of RFs 
would actually see a BFD official. On the other hand, the protection role is generally only 
manifested when the BFD prosecutes alleged offenders of theft and pilferage offences in 
the case of the RFs, which too is generally restricted to the areas in which plantations 
are concentrated.  
 
The number of prosecutions on theft from BFD-managed forests and plantations had 
reached such alarming proportions in the 1980s and 90s that accused persons’ names 
were allegedly randomly selected from electoral registers of areas in which the theft of 
trees took place, resulting sometimes in the prosecution of individuals that had died 
well before the date of the alleged incident!312 One study on land and forest rights in the 
CHT concluded: “That does not mean, however, that the actual offenders were being 

308 Sections 10, 12-15, Forest Act 1927. 
 
309 Section 28A, Forest Act 1927, Social Afforestation Rules 2004.  
 
310 Section 28, Forest Act 1927. 
 
311 See, e.g., newspaper reports reproduced in Mandal & Banik (2006: 25, 28, 29).  
 
312 Roy & Gain (1993: 23), Roy (2002a: 27).  
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prosecuted. It merely suggests that prosecutions took place.”313 The spate of 
prosecutions reached alarming proportions in the 1990s,314 continued for nearly 
another decade, up to 2007, when a caretaker administration discontinued the practice 
of arbitrary criminal prosecutions. Reportedly, the number of prosecutions began to rise 
in the post-2008 period, but thankfully not to the extent of the 1990s.  
 
Needless to mention, the aforesaid incidents of mass prosecution seriously strained the 
relationship between the inhabitants of forests and forest-adjacent settlements, and led 
to public mistrust of the BFD. This is perhaps another reason, along with the notification 
process of the new RFs, why the SF programmes of the BFD (which saw a huge rise in 
the plains),315 were looked upon with suspicion in various parts of the CHT. In an 
otherwise positive account of the prospects of SF in Bangladesh, Khan et al (2004) noted 
the following based upon a stakeholders’ consultation in Bandarban in November 2003:  
 

“The FD’s latest attempts (since 1980s) towards notification and declaration 
of new Reserved Forests have further embittered FD’s relationship with the 
indigenous communities, who claim customary rights to most of these 
lands.” 
 
“There is a feeling among [a] considerable number of peoples that they may 
lose [their] land by participating in the FD-promoted SF programs, as they 
anticipate that these lands may eventually be taken over by the FD by 
declaring those as Reserved Forest.”316 

 
However, this was not the first time that a critical review of the policing functions of the 
BFD and its detrimental impact on public relations was brought to the notice of the 
government. Almost three decades ago, a forestry specialists’ report had warned the 
government in the following words:  
 

“The policing function of the Forest Department in preserving forest land in 
the reserves is one which, by its very nature, arouses resentment among the 
hill tribes, who desperately want and need the same land for their 
subsistence farming. Forcible eviction from the reserve compounds this 
feeling of resentment. It is not enough to offer a viable alternative to the 
[jumias] – the value of forests must be explained to them through a 
continuing and carefully planned extension program.” 317 

 
8.1.2.2  Management of Forests other than Reserved Forests by BFD 
The role of the BFD in the management of forests other than RFs is quite limited, and 
restricted largely to plantations raised by it: during planting and its preparatory stages 
and for general protective supervision afterwards. Some of these plantations are 
included within PFs, while others form part of the areas under various stages of being 

313 Roy (2002a: 27).  
 
314 A local NGO estimated that about 70% of all criminal cases in the Magistrate’s Court in Rangamati in 
1998 concerned forest-related offences. See, Roy (2002b: 140).  
 
315 For studies and reports that see SF programmes, in whole or in part, as a successful model of 
participatory forestry, see: Khan et al (2004) and Mandal & Banik (2006).    
 
316 Khan et al (2004: 80). 
 
317Webb & Roberts (1976: 29, 30). 
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finally notified as RFs. It is not known whether and to what extent the BFD plantations, if 
at all, are located in non-RF areas outside of the PFs and proposed RFs.   
 
The most prominent and highly visible role that the BFD plays in the non-RF areas is in 
providing the mandatory permits required for extraction of timber and its export 
outside the CHT.  These permits – known as Free Permits or “Jote Permits” – are licences 
granted to private owners of lands that contain timber-quality trees. The permit process 
includes representatives of the Deputy Commissioner (DC) and the Mauza Headman, but 
the BFD plays the lead role.  
 
The overwhelming impression among the general public in the CHT about the BFD is 
that of an administrative agency with quasi-police functions. In order to develop a 
genuinely respectful and trusting relationship between the BFD and the general public 
will require major changes to the BFD’s activities to reorient itself to become partners 
with communities in conservation, regeneration and protection, apart from plantation. A 
study sponsored in 2001 by the Asian Development Bank to support post-conflict 
development interventions in the CHT after the signing of the CHT Accord made the 
following recommendation about reorienting the BFD.  
 

“The Bangladesh Forest Department should refocus its mandate towards 
the more internationally accepted and legitimate role as a technical 
service body – and away from the quasi-police force that it has become. A 
huge body of evidence – demonstrable over many decades – currently 
suggests that the FD is neither equipped to manage forests or to dispense 
justice. It remains an open question as to how long it will take the 
Bangladesh citizenry to actually develop any confidence in this service. A 
refocused forest service will facilitate enhancing its technical capacity, 
improve forestry’s contribution to alleviating poverty, and – overall – 
improve the sustainability of the country’s forestland and environmental 
resources. The mechanisms for re-targeting the FD’s sights on these more 
appropriate objectives must be elaborated collaboratively by regional and 
local authorities, local indigenous populations and representatives of the 
CHT population at large.”318 

 
8.2 The Deputy Commissioner& Forest Management 
The role of the District Officers in the CHT – including the Deputy Commissioners and 
their forerunners or precursors, the Hill Superintendents or Superintendents of Hill 
Tribes – generally, and in forest management, has undergone several changes since the 
CHT was annexed to Bengal and recognized as a ‘district’ within Bengal in 1860.  
 
8.2.1  The Deputy Commissioner’s Roles in Reserved Forest Areas 
The imperial Forest Department, and its successors, the Department of Forest during 
the Pakistan period and the present-day Bangladesh Forest Department (BFD),have 
been quite ‘territorial’ about their forest domains. Therefore, by and large, these District 
Officers had virtually no role in the management of the reserved forests. However, on 
account of their judicial authority as District Magistrates (which they still exercise to an 
extent) and as the highest civil judges of the district (withdrawn in 2008), they wielded 
considerable authority, particularly where civil and criminal cases involving the RFs 
were concerned.  

318 Asian Development Bank (2001: 35). 
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8.2.2  The Deputy Commissioner’s Role in Non-Reserved Forest Areas 
However, it is in the areas outside of the RFs that the role of the DCs was, and still is, 
significant, including over land and forest-related issues.319 This is particularly 
manifested, in four major functions, among others, as described below.320 
 
Firstly, as the head of the District Collectorate, the DC exercises authority over 
administration of lands that include separate categories of forests, whether legal (e.g., 
PFs) or functional (e.g., SFs). These include functions involving settlements, leases, 
compulsory acquisitions and transfers of land, including ancillary ‘revenue’ and ‘survey’ 
functions, such as the demarcation of lands and the assessment of land 
revenue.321Moreover, the DC supervises the functions of ADCs (Revenue), who attain 
quasi-judicial powers when they act as FSOs in the process of reservation of lands for 
RFs. However, these Collectorate functions in the CHT are not as unfettered as in case of 
the plains districts, being circumscribed by the roles of the HDCs and the traditional 
institutions. 
 
Secondly, apart from regulating the work of the Upazila Nirbahi Officers (UNOs) – who 
largely mirror the DC’s role in their smaller spheres at upazila levels – the DC has 
supervisory authority over the Mauza Headmen, who are formally appointed by 
her/him in consultation with the concerned Circle Chief.322 Apart from being directly 
vested with the management of the mauza reserves and untitled lands under the 
customary regimes, the Headmen play a crucial role in advising the DC and other 
authorities on various land-related matters. These include advice to the DC on land 
settlements and transfers, advice to the DC and the BFD on the location of Jote lands (for 
Extraction & Export Licences), and advice to the UNO/AC-Land and/or DC, on the 
issuance of succession certificates in accordance with the personal or family laws of the 
people or community concerned. 
 
Thirdly, the DC has a role in issuing permits for extraction of forest produce and stones, 
among others, including royalty permits for forest produce,over untitled mauza lands  or 
“USFs” (this is exercised on the basis of the CHT Regulation 1900 and not the Forest Act 
or the Forest Transit Rules). 
 
Fourthly, the DC used to function as the chair of the district-level Forest Committee. 
These committees used to include representatives of the BFD, the Bangladesh Army, and 
representatives of timber merchants. The committee used to deal with issues of theft of 
timber and other forest produce and the process of providing Timber Extraction and 
Export Licences. It appears that, based on an application of the Tribal Jote Owners and 

319 See further: Martin (2004) and Roy (2000a: 46, 47).  
 
320 See Deputy Commissioners’ Charter of Duties as contained in the Cabinet Division’s Memo No. CD/ DA-
1/4(2)/83 (PT.11)-465 DT.10-11-83: 
http://old.cabinet.gov.bd/view_fa.php?page=dip_charter&print_version=1[Accessed 29 May 2015].  
 
321 See, e.g., CHT Regulation 1900, especially section 7 and rules 12, 34, 34A, 37, 43, 44, 45, 50(3) and 51A, 
and the CHT Land Acquisition Regulation 1958.  
 
322 According to Rule 48, CHT Regulation, the authority of appointment is vested upon the DC, but in 
practice, in all but a few cases, it is the nominee of the Circle Chief, who is ultimately appointed. Thus the 
Chief’s consultative prerogatives in this regard are real rather than formal, as also attested by rulings from 
the Supreme Court of Bangladesh.   
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Timber Merchants’ Association, the Supreme Court had declared in 2007 or thereabouts, 
that the status and functions of the aforesaid committee was illegal and void, since the 
committee was not mentioned in the relevant Forest laws, and therefore stayed the 
operation of its activities.323 Table 23in the annexe describes the role of the DC in 
relation to forests other than reserved forests in the CHT. 
 
8.3. The Hill District Council& Forest Management 
The Hill District Councils’ precursors, the Hill District Local Government Councils 
(HDLGCs or LGCs), which were established in 1989,324 were given authority over Land 
and Forests, although the extent of their authority was much narrower than their 
successors’, the Hill District Councils (HDCs). The HDCs were established in 1998, 
following an amendment to the Local Government Council laws of 1989, as stipulated in 
the CHT Accord of 1997. The Schedule of the HDC Acts (the HDLGC Acts 1989 as 
amended in 1998), now include several forestry related subjects, including Land and 
Forests. 325 
 
Although the HDCs are decidedly more powerful than the HDLGCs, for a limited period 
of a week or more, the BFD in Rangamati district was transferred to the HDLGC, as one 
of the departments within its jurisdiction. The agreement of transfer was soon revoked, 
the government being presumably advised by the BFD officials that this was not 
desirable.326 However, it set a precedent that a district level autonomous body could 
exercise administrative authority over the centrally administered Forest Department.     
 
Despite the strengthening of the HDCs in 1998 - by adding all forms of land transfers 
within their jurisdiction, including compulsory acquisitions, which could not take place 
without their prior approval or consent – the BFD was not transferred to the HDCs. 
Therefore, HDCs today have no direct authority over the BFD, and hence no scope for a 
direct role in the management of the RFs.  Nevertheless, the HDCs are vested with 
crucial powers on the management of forests outside the RFs. The HDC Acts expressly 
vest the councils with authority over all lands outside the RFs, with some specific 
exceptions, as mentioned below. 
 
Firstly, no settlement, lease, compulsory acquisition or other transfer of land may be 
made without the prior consent of the concerned HDC.327  Thus this is in the nature of 
the power of veto over any proposed land grants of lands through titling (freehold 
settlements or leases), compulsory acquisition, or transfer of titles (“mutation”). The 

323 Information received from participants, including representatives of the Tribal Jote Owners and Timber 
Merchants’ Association, at a Consultation on Forest Management organized by the Chakma Circle in 
Rangamati on 5 July 2015.  
 
324 The Local Government Councils were established in 1989 in accordance with Acts XIX, XX and XXI of 
1989, following an agreement between the Government of Bangladesh and tribal leaders of the CHT (but not 
including the JSS, who were then underground).  
 
325 See section 22, 64 and Schedule 1 (clauses 6a and 6e), Hill District Councils Acts 1989 (Acts IX, XX and 
XXI of 1989) as amended in 1988 (by Acts IX, X and XI of 1998).  
 
326 Information provided by Goutam Dewan, first chairperson of the Rangamati Hill District Local 
Government Council and currently the leader of two major civil society organizations in the CHT, the CHT 
Citizens Committee and the Movement for the Protection of Forest and Land Rights in the CHT(MPFLR-CHT). 
 
327 Section 64(1)(a) deals with settlement, lease, sale and “other transfer”. Section 64(1)(b) deals with 
acquisition and other transfer at the behest of the government.  
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actual land grants, acquisitions or transfers are sanctioned by the DCs, but since the 
passing of the LGHDC Acts in 1989 and their amendments in 1998 (now called the HDC 
Acts), the aforesaid authority of the DC is now subject to the authority of the HDC to 
provide or withhold consent, as the case might be. The HDC Acts 1989, as amended in 
1998, expressly clarify that the HDC’s authority is supreme by including the phrase 
“irrespective of the provisions of any other law for the time being in force”.328 
 
Secondly, the authority of the HDCs over land administration has been supplemented by 
providing these councils some limited authority over land administration officials at 
upazila and mauza levels.329 
 
Thirdly, the First Schedule to the HDC Acts 1989 (as amended in 1998) include (a) 
Development and Protection of Forests other than Reserved Forests;330 and (b) Protection 
of Forests in Rural Areas.331 
 
Fourthly, chairpersons of the HDCs have the authority to Control and Regulate Jum 
Cultivation (swidden or “shifting” cultivation). This authority was hitherto vested upon 
the DCs, and was only recently transferred to the HDC chairpersons by an amendment to 
Rules 41 and 42 of the CHT Regulation 1900 in 2013.332 
 
The role of the HDCs over the first of the four matters mentioned above, namely, on land 
grants, acquisitions and transfers, started to be exercised by the councils soon after the 
concerned legal amendments and notifications were effected, and continues until today. 
However, the HDCs’ role over the other three matters mentioned above - (a) supervision 
of land administration officials (including over the Mauza Headmen); (b) protection of 
forests other than reserved forests; and (c) control and regulation of jum cultivation – is 
yet to be seen in practice. It is not known whether any one or more of the HDCs have 
adopted any resolutions on the matter, if at all.  The framing of Rules by the GOB in 
consultation with the concerned HDC, 333and the framing of Guidelines (“Probidhan”), by 
the HDCs,334 could facilitate the exercise of such authority.335  However, in the case of 

328 Section 64(1), Hill District Councils Acts 1989 (as amended in 1998).  
 
329 These officials include (a) AC (Land), who is a deputy of the UNO vested with land and revenue matters 
at upazila level; (b) Amin, Surveyor and Kanungo (land and revenue officials subordinate to the AC-Land); 
and Headmen. See section 64(2), Hill District Councils Acts, 1989 (as amended in 1998).      
 
330 Section 22 and clauses 6(b) of the First Schedule to the Hill District Councils Acts, 1989 (as amended in 
1998).  
 
331 Section 22 and clauses 6(e) of the First Schedule to the Hill District Councils Acts, 1989 (as amended in 
1998).  
 
332 As amended by SRO No. 106-Law/2013 of the Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs dated 23 April 
2013 as published in the Bangladesh Gazette (Extra), dated 25 April 2013. This amendment was 
supplemented by instructions to the DCs by the aforesaid ministry’s Memo dated 4 December 2014 (See 
Appendix 22).  
 
333 Authority to frame rules (“bidhi”) is vested upon the government in consultation with the HDC 
concerned (section 68, Hill District Councils Acts 1989).  
 
334Section 11, Hill District Councils Acts 1989. 
 
335 Regulations (“probidhan”) may be framed by the HDCs in accordance with section 69. Sub-sections (a) 
and (f) may be particularly relevant. However, the government can advise the HDCs or issue directives 
(“onushashon”) if it disagrees with the council.   
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Jum Cultivation, the HDCs can now assert their authority by adopting resolutions and 
issuing Executive Orders, until such time as Rules and Guidelines are framed. 
 
The combination of the HDCs’ authority (i) to regulate Jum Cultivation (Rules 41, 42, 
CHT Regulation), (ii) to supervise the work of the Headmen {Section 64(1)(b), HDC Acts 
1989} and (iii) to administer and manage forests other than reserved forests (Section 22 
and Clauses 6b and 6e of the First Schedule, HDC Acts 1989), allow them ample scope to 
play a major role in forest management. Table 24 in the annexe describes the expected 
role of the HDCs in the management of forests other than reserved forests, as mandated 
by law.  
 
8.4. The Traditional Institutions & Forest Management 
The traditional system of administration in the CHT includes three tiers of authority: 
Karbari at the level of the village or hamlet; Mauza Headman or Headman at the level of 
mauza, which usually consists of several villages or hamlets, and Circle Chiefs or ‘Rajas’ 
at the level of the three Chiefs’ territories known as Chiefs’ Circles’, which comprise a 
total of 379 mauzas. Table 25 in the annexe gives an overview of the traditional 
authorities in the CHT along with their major functions in relation to land and forest 
management and administration. 
 
 The traditional system – with some variations depending on the level (village, mauza or 
circle) – has an important role in management and administration of lands, including 
forests, which encompass administrative, revenue and judicial functions. Some of these 
functions are exercised autonomously, particularly in the judicial sphere, while others 
are carried out in tandem with state functionaries, such as on the management of lands 
regulated by customary laws, practices and usages, including those considered as 
“USFs”or “khas” lands. In addition, the traditional institutions exercise a consultative 
prerogative whereby they advise the government at various levels on the subject 
matters within their respective jurisdictions.  
 
8.4.1 The Circle Chief 
There are three circles in the CHT, which in order of size are the Chakma Circle, the 
Bohmong Circle and the Mong Circle. The Circle Chiefs’ position is hereditary, although 
the Bohmong Chief’s succession (the heir must always be a senior male member of the 
royal family) is more complex than that of the other two. The Chakma and the Mong 
royal families simply follow the Law of Primogeniture, with the eldest son of the previous 
incumbent succeeding.336 All three incumbents at the moment are male, although there 
were instances when women have held the positions of Chief, Acting Chief and Assistant 
to the Chief, in the Chakma and Mong Circles.337 
 

336 For the content and status of the laws of succession of the Bohmong & Mong royal families, which 
reached the Supreme Court of Bangladesh, see, respectively, Aung Shwe Prue Chowdhury v. Kyaw Sain Prue 
Chowdhury& Others, 50 DLR, AD, 1998, 73;RajkumariUnika Devi v. Bangladesh & Others, 9 BLC, AD, 
2004,181. See also, Roy (2004b: 141, 142). 
 
337 Chakma Rani Kalindi, in the mid18th century, served as the regnant Chakma queen, despite British 
governmental reluctance to formally accept her status in writing, except in the nature of a Regent. 
Rajkumari Nanoomah served as a full Mong Chief, in the 1940s and 50s, Rani Nihar Bala served as Acting 
Mong Chief in the 1980s and 90s, and Chakma Rani Arati Roy served as Assistant to the Chakma Chief in the 
1960s.   
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The three Circle Chiefs have four broad types of functions that are relevant to land and 
forest management: administrative, judicial, supervisory and advisory or consultative. 
 
Firstly, the Chiefs exercise direct administrative functions in their capacity as ex officio 
Headmen of the Khas Mauzas.338 For these mauzas, their functions are identical to those 
of other Headmen.339 
 
Secondly, they carry out functions in the nature of judges’ and magistrates’, as Courts of 
Original or First Instance in their Khas Mauzas, and as Courts of Appeal, to hear appeals 
from the decisions of the Mauza Headmen.340It is noteworthy that the CHT Regulation 
specifically bars the district-level courts of original jurisdiction or “first instance”– Courts 
of the Joint District Judges – from trying family and other customary law matters that are 
triable by the Circle Chiefs and Mauza Headmen.341 
 
Thirdly, they have extensive supervisory functions in overseeing the work of the Mauza 
Headmen (land and forest management, judicial, consultative, etc.,) and the Village 
Karbaries, directly, or through the Headmen. 
 
Fourthly, the Chiefs are mandated by law or policy arrangements, whereby they have the 
prerogative of providing formal advice to the DCs,342 the HDCs,343 the CHT Development 
Board (CHTDB),344 and the Advisory Committee of the Ministry of CHT Affairs 
(MOCHTA).345 
 
Fifthly, the Chiefs are also ex officio members of the CHT Land Disputes Resolution 
Commission, an independent statutory body with quasi-judicial functions. This 
commission, although dysfunctional since its inception in 1999, and mired in 
controversy over the concerned enabling statute’s inconsistency with the CHT Accord of 
1997, nevertheless has much potential in resolving land-related disputes, including over 
forest lands, although it is unclear whether this will include the reserved forests.346 
 
The second, third and fifth types of functions mentioned above are crucial for forest 
management, particularly the second and third (supervising and guiding the Headmen’s 
administrative and judicial work), and the fifth (in deciding, along with others, disputes 
over lands and forests, particularly those that are managed in accordance with 
customary law, including VCFs or Mauza Reserves). Moreover, their third function, which 

338 Rule 47, CHT Regulation 1900. 
 
339 In the case of the current incumbents, the Chakma and the Bohmong Rajas hold khas mauzas, but the 
Mong Raja does not.  
 
340 Rules 40 and 48, CHT Regulation 1900, section 66, Hill District Councils Acts 1989 (Acts XIX, XX and XXI 
of 1989).   
 
 341Section 8 (4), CHT Regulation 1900. 
 
342 Rule 39, CHT Regulation 1900. 
 
343 Section 26, Hill District Councils Acts 1989 (Acts XIX, XX and XXI of 1989). 
 
344 Section 11 (c), CHT Development Board Act 2014 (Act VIII of 2014). 
 
345 Clause 19 of Part D (“Gha”), CHT Accord, 1997. 
 
346 Roy (2014). 
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involves their consultative prerogatives with government, enable them to facilitate the 
initiation and monitoring of projects and programmes, at district, regional and national 
levels, in varying degrees, depending upon the context. 
 
8.4.2 The Mauza Headman 
The Mauza Headmen’s functions mirror those of the Circle Chiefs at the level of the 
mauzas: administrative, judicial, supervisory and advisory. In practice, one may 
consider that just as the Rajas are the Circle-level chiefs, the Headmen are the mauza-
level chiefs. On account of the bar against the governmental civil courts’ ordinary civil 
jurisdiction (but not criminal or civil revisional jurisdiction), at the level of the mauzas, 
the Headman’s decision in her/his judicial capacity is final, unless overturned by the 
appellate authority – the Circle Chief – or the revisional authority – DC (and 
theoretically, the Hill District Council). Their supervisory authority in overseeing the 
work of the Village Karbaries is crucial, especially regarding the management of VCFs 
and other customarily held lands. This is in addition to their appellate authority to hear 
appeals against the decisions of the Karbaries.  
 
The Headmen’s advisory or consultative prerogatives, based on statutes, executive 
orders, guidelines and practices, have in practice attained the status of norms and 
conventions. Thereby, land grants, transfer of land titles, issuance of timber permits or 
licences, and issuance of succession certificates, are not generally granted by the 
concerned authorities - usually the DC, and contextually, the HDC - without first 
obtaining a recommendation from the Headman concerned. In the case of the 
Consultative Committee of the CHT Development Board, the law expressly provides that, 
a Headman from each district will be appointed by the government as its member, in 
consultation with the concerned Circle Chief.347 
 
Furthermore, in matters of setting aside a plot as a Mauza Reserve, management and 
protection of the Reserve, allocation of lands for customary and consecutive use by 
residents as jum plots, residents’ use of mauza grasslands, grazing lands and other 
lands, it is the Headman whose decision rules supreme, unless otherwise directed by his 
superior authorities (Chiefs, DCs and HDCs). The Headman’s land administration role 
also extends to the collection of revenue for privately titled lands, irrespective of the 
ethnicity and other status of the titleholders, and to provide land grants for homestead 
plots to hill people.  
 
Most of the CHT lands have not been formally surveyed by land administration officials, 
and hence, where such un-surveyed lands are concerned, even titled plots cannot 
generally be identified without the help of the Headman. Since the CHT has no Tehsilders 
(mauza-level officials in the plains, who assist the UNOs and ACs-Land in land and 
revenue functions), the Headmen are the only representatives of government (as also of 
the tribal system) at the mauza level, with detailed knowledge about lands and 
resources, titled or customary. Their role is particularly important in managing the VCFs 
and in advising the district administration and Hill District Councils on land title grants 
and land title transfers, among others.   
 
 

347 Section 11 (e), CHT Development Board Act 2014 (Act VIII of 2014). 
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8.4.3 The Village Karbari 
The word Karbari, a Chakma word, means “man of business”. The Karbari is actually a 
village chief and acts as a deputy to the Headman. His - and less frequently, her - 
jurisdiction usually includes one village or hamlet, but in some instances may include 
several of them. He or she is appointed by the Circle Chief, in consultation with the 
Mauza Headman. In many instances, the position has become hereditary or quasi 
hereditary, but it need not be so. At present nearly 100 out of more than 1, 300 
Karbaries in the Chakma Circle are women. The Mong Chief has publicly declared that he 
will appoint at least one woman Karbari in each of his 100mauzas.   
 
The Karbari carries out several of the functions of the Headman at the level of his/her 
smaller territory, which can range from one hamlet to seven or eight. His/her functions 
are generally less formal than that of the Headman, and include little documentary 
work, unlike in the case of the Headman. However, in most cases, the Headman acts only 
in consultation with the concerned Karbari, particularly in large mauzas, as it is the 
Karbari that possesses detailed knowledge of the untitled lands and their related 
customs and the identity of the rights-holders. Since surveys have not been conducted in 
most mauzas, the Karbari’s knowledge on lands under his/her jurisdiction is generally 
more accurate and extensive than any other CHT official. Registered documentation 
occurs only in the case of titled lands, which are a small fraction of the total area of lands 
in the CHT, and even in this case, only a small part thereof has been surveyed. In the case 
of the un-surveyed lands, the land registers in the offices of the DCs, UNOs, Chiefs and 
Headmen – usually copies of the same documents – contain only a specific “Holding 
Number” against the name of each privately titled landholder, along with vaguely and 
often imprecisely described boundaries.  
 
With regard to the management of VCFs or Mauza Reserves, it is generally the Karbari 
rather than the Headman under whose leadership customarily held mauza lands are set 
aside for a new VCF. The management and protection of VCFs - although nowadays 
mostly community-managed, with elected committees in several cases – formally rests 
with the Karbari, after the Headman. This is acknowledged in a formal Standing Order of 
the Deputy Commissioner.348 It is also the Karbari who plays the most vital role in 
managing other untitled lands used by mauza communities for jums, grasslands, grazing 
lands and other community commons. Used rotationally, it is these formerly-used jum 
lands and other commons, which are converted into VCFs. Once declared as a mauza 
reserve or VCF, they are no longer available for jum cultivation and even for collecting 
bamboo shoot and other traditional forest food items, except with the permission of the 
Karbari, or the VCF Committee, if there is one.    
 
Also important is the Karbari’s semi-formal role as an adjudicator, mediator and 
arbitrator, involving the resolution of all types of disputes (except major criminal 
offences), including those over VCFs and other community commons. The Karbaries, 
along with the Headmen, are looked upon as the “learned persons” of the community, 
and “therefore command community respect especially within the social sphere”. 349  It 
has been said: “it is the Karbari to whom villagers will turn to in times of crisis and 

348 DC’s Standing Order on Mauza Reserves contained in Memo No. 2384 (40) dated 3 August 1965 (see 
Appendix 17).  
 
349 Martin (2004: 77). 
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calamities. This role is even more prominent in the remote areas where “governance” as 
is known in more accessible parts of the country is patently absent”.350 Table 6 in the 
annexe mentions the different categories of settlement and leases granted in the CHT, 
along with the role of the different institutions mentioned above.  
 
  

350 Martin (2004: 78, 79), Roy (2009b: 87, 88).  
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IX. THE LEGAL REGIME 
 

 
The laws governing forest lands, forest produce and wildlife thereon, the status of the 
different categories of lands upon which such forests are located and so forth, are too 
numerous to identify and discuss in a study of this nature beyond a basic level. What 
follows, therefore, is a focused discussion on only those laws that are directly related to 
the day-to-day administration and management of forests in the CHT. Thus narrowed 
down, the most important statutes in this regard are: (a) the Forest Act 1927 and rules 
farmed thereunder; (b) the Wildlife (Safety & Protection) Act 2012; (c) the CHT 
Regulation 1900 and rules framed thereunder; and (d) the Hill District Councils Acts 
1989. The matter of the status and contents of customary laws will be discussed later, in 
chapter 9.9.  It is pertinent to mention here that several statutes on the CHT expressly or 
implicitly acknowledge customs, practices and usages on lands and forests, and a 
discussion of the laws would be partial and reductionist without accounting for the 
interplay of the customary regime. No doubt an in-depth discussion of customary law is 
beyond the scope of this study, but nevertheless, an attempt has been made to provide a 
broad overview of the subject.  
 
The following is a discussion of key features of the aforesaid laws, both statutory law 
and customary law, in relation to the management of forests. In the process, the 
strengths and weaknesses, and where deemed appropriate, challenges, in the manner or 
process of their application, will also be analyzed. Tables 2 and 3, in the annexe, describe 
the most important laws related to the administration of lands and forests in the CHT, 
along with major challenges in the way of their application. Table 2 mentions the major 
legal provisions on land and forest administration, while Table 3 gives an overview of 
the contents of important laws related to the management of forests, along with major 
challenges with regard to their operationalization or implementation.  
 
9.1. The Forest Act 1927 
The Forest Act 1927 is the major law regarding the administration and management of 
forests in Bangladesh. Barring the amendments made to it during the Pakistan period 
(1947-1971) and after independence of Bangladesh in 1971 (1973, 1974, 1990, 2000, 
etc.), it is essentially same law that Bangladesh inherited from Pakistan and Pakistan 
inherited from British-ruled India, namely, the Indian Forest Act of 1927, which still 
applies, in amended form, in Pakistan and India, apart from Bangladesh.  
 
The first law on forests in undivided British India was the Government Forests Act 1865 
(Act VII of 1865), which was replaced by the Indian Forest Act 1878 (Act VII of 1878), 
which in turn was replaced by the Indian Forest Act 1927 (Act XVI of 1927). The focus of 
all three laws was upon vesting the management of forested lands upon a specialized 
arm of the government, namely, the Department of Forests. A major difference, however, 
is distinguishable between the 1865 Act and its successor laws of 1878 and 1927. This is 
in regards to the safeguards on “existing rights of individuals or communities”, which 
were decidedly stronger in the 1865 Act. 351 The classification of forests into three 
legally recognized categories - reserved forests, protected forests and village forests – 
was initiated by the 1878 Act and retained in the 1927 Act. The 1927 Act essentially 

351 Lynch & Talbott (1995: 37). 
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reproduces the basic concepts on forest management and protection occurring in the 
1878 Act.  
 
As will be discussed in more detail later – in chapter 9.7– according to the CHT 
Regulation 1900 (section 4), laws mentioned in the schedule of the Regulation apply to 
the region only “so far as they are not inconsistent with this Regulation or the Rules for 
the time being in force in the Chittagong Hill Tracts”.   
 
There are several aspects of the 1927 Act that are pertinent to the subject matter of this 
study. A “bird’s eye view” of this instrument is provided below. 
 
9.1.1 Overview of the Forest Act 1927 and its Application to the CHT 
A cursory glance at the contents of the Forest Act 1927 can hardly fail to note the 
orientation and focus or foci of the statute on “control” dynamics, as outlined below:  
 
(a) Control over lands: This is glaringly manifested by the numerous provisions on (i) the 
process of creation of reserved forests  (sections 1 to 26), those on (ii) “control over 
forests and lands not being the property of government”  (sections 38A, 38B, 38C, 38D) 
and on (iii) “management” of jointly owned land, forest or forest produce (section 80);  
 
(b) Control over certain species of trees, minerals, etc.: This is the sole purpose of (i) the 
provisions on the establishment of protected forests (sections 29 to 34; sections 35 to 
38 having been repealed),352 those (ii) on the “control and collection of timber and other 
forest produce” (sections 41 to 51); and (iii) those on the levy of “duties on timber and 
other forest produce” (sections 39, 40);  
 
(c) Penalties and procedure: The provisions, as laid down in sections 52 to 79, concern 
procedures on the imposition of penalties and related matters; 
 
(d) Other Related Matters: The remaining sections contain provisions that deal with 
matters related to the above, such as: (i) share in forest produce (section 81); (ii) 
recovery of money and lien (sections 82, 83); on (iii) bonds (section 85); and on(iv) 
requisition and acquisition of lands (section 84).  
 
Therefore, out of the 81 sections of the 1927 Act that are operative, an astoundingly low 
number of sections – namely sections 1, 2, 27, 28 and 28A - deal with matters other than 
control over land or produce, money, penalties and procedures related to the above 
subject (hereafter “control of property and related procedures” or “control-oriented 
provisions”). 
 
 Section 1 of the Forest Act deals with the title of the Act and section 2 with 
interpretation of clauses. Therefore, only the remaining three sections, or less than 4% 
of the entire sections of the Act, deal with subjects other than control of property and 
related procedures: section 27 with de-reservation of a reserved forest, section 28 with 
Village Forests and section 28A with Social Forestry.  
 

352 Sections 35 to 38 were repealed in 1959 by the Private Forests Ordinance, 1959.  
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An analysis of the trends in the amendments to the Forest Act 1927 made in relatively 
recent times, after independence of Bangladesh, such as in 1990,353 and in 2000,354 
shows that they dealt largely with procedural matters or with the strengthening of 
penalties related to control over property. The only notable exception is section 28A, 
inserted in 2000, to introduce the concept of Social Forestry (see Table 1). 
 
9.1.2. Protection through Penalization  
As described above, a very substantive part of the 1927 Act deals with penalties for 
infringement of the Forest Act. Section 26, in particular, practically makes all forms of 
land use in RFs a crime punishable with imprisonment for six months to five years, with 
new restrictions added to the already substantive arsenal in 2000, including clearing up, 
breaking up, cultivation and attempted cultivation, of lands.355 Similarly, unauthorized 
use of lands within PFs are also punishable with up to six months’ imprisonment, and 
since 2000, the same penalty applies to lands used for SF programmes as well.356 
 
However, the ground realities clearly indicate – as mentioned in chapters 8.1.2.1 and 
8.1.2.2 above – that prosecuting real or alleged offenders has not effectively dealt with 
the problem of theft or other unauthorized use of RF and PF land. In the case of SF lands, 
if “beneficiaries” already have a stake in the produce of the SF lands, then one may 
question whether penal sanctions were necessary in the first place. If the property over 
SF lands, or at least their produce, were more soundly vested upon SF participants, they 
could conceivably use the ordinary law of the land to protect their own property! 
 
A basic survey of areas of RFs (and perhaps PFs too) that have been subjected to “theft” 
and “pilferage” and commensurate criminal prosecutions suggests that the security of 
the RF (and PF) produce actually has a positive, rather than an inverse, relationship with 
criminal prosecutions. In other words, where prosecutions are numerous, the state of the 
RF (and PF) land is almost always deforested, denuded or degraded. Such evidence from 
the ground raises serious questions about the efficacy of criminal sanctions. 
 
Given the relative inefficacy of the role of penal sanctions in protecting the RFs and PFs, 
the rationale behind the creation of a new category of “other forests”, as proposed in the 
draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015,357 which would also entail criminal sanctions for 
prohibited activities similarly to RFs and PFs, is seriously questionable.   
 
 

353 Through Act VIII of 1990. 
 
354 Through Act X of 2000. 
 
355 Inserted by section 4, Forest (Amendment) Act 2000 (Act X of 2000), amending section 26 of the Act. See 
also, Roy & Halim (2001b: 17).  
 
356 Section 33, Forest Act 1927. 
 
357 Proposed new section 2(4)(B), draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015 reads: “[other forest] means forest 
declared by the Government as forest under sub-section (1) of section 34A of this Act”.  The proposed new 
section 34A reads: “Other forests – (1) The Government may, by notification in the official Gazette, declare 
the provisions of this Chapter, as far as it is applicable to any waste-land or char land or forest plantation, or 
naturally originated forest, which is not included in a reserved forests or protected forest but which is the 
property of Government, or over which the Government has ownership right, or to the whole or part of the 
forest-produce to which the Government is entitled. (2) The waste-land, char land or forest plantation 
comprised in any such notification shall be called as other forests”.   
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9.1.3 The Legacy of Annexationism & the Colonialist “Wastelands” Paradigm  
 
9.1.3.1 “Forest Lands” & “Waste Lands”  
The original section 3 of the 1927 Act - prior to its amendment in 1990 – was basically 
identical to the provisions of section 3 of the 1878 Act, which vested overriding 
authority to the state to convert into a reserved forest any “forest-land or waste-land 
which is the property of government, or over which the Government has proprietary 
rights, or to the whole or any part of the forest-produce of which the Government is 
entitled”.  Thus the provision dealt with “forest-lands” and “wastelands”.   
 
Neither forest land nor waste land has been defined in the 1927 Act. According to Dr. 
MohiuddinFarooque, the process of creation of a reserved forest needs to follow the 
similar process of creation of a protected forest (section 29) wherein it is mentioned 
that such declaration must be preceded by a recording of the concerned land as “forest 
land” or “waste land” in a survey or settlement.358 Thus Farooque provides a somewhat 
restricted or narrow understanding of forest land and wasteland.  
 
The term “waste land” is defined in laws other than the Forest Act 1927, such as the 
Cultural Waste Land (Utilization) Ordinance 1959 and the Acquisition of Waste Land Act 
1950. In sum, these Acts include within this category those lands that have not been 
cultivated over the previous two to five years.359 The aforesaid laws on wastelands are 
not included within the schedule to the CHT Regulation 1900 and so it would appear 
that the aforesaid concepts would not apply automatically in the context of lands in the 
CHT. 
 
9.1.3.2 “Land Suitable for Afforestation”  
In 1990, a third category of lands – in addition to forest lands and wastelands – have 
been added to the category of lands that can be converted into a reserved forest. This 
category is “any land suitable for afforestation”.360  Thus, any limitations that the terms 
“forest land” and “waste land” might have, as fetters towards the creation of a reserved 
forest, would presumably be covered by the newly-inserted all-encompassing term. Dr. 
Farooque suggested that the meaning of the term would depend upon the “expert 
opinion of FD” whether the concerned land was suitable or not for afforestation.361 
Therefore, the subjective opinion of the BFD would conceivably be sufficient to decide 
what land can or cannot be converted into a reserved forest. In other words, the 
“annexationist” perspective first imbedded into the Forest Act 1878 – and reproduced in 
the Forest Act 1927 - has been widened even further.  
 
9.1.3.3 Property Rights & Proprietary Rights of Government over Land or Forest Produce  
In addition to falling into one of the three categories of lands mentioned above – forest 
land, waste land or land suitable for afforestation – in order to create a reserved forest, 
the government must (i) either own the land; or (ii) possess “proprietary right” over the 

358 Farooque (1997: 47). 
 
359 Farooque (1997: 47). 
 
360Amendment of section 3 of the Forest Act 1927 through section 2 of the Forest (Amendment) Act 1990 
(Act VIII of 1990). 
 
361 Farooque (1997: 48). 
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land; or (iii) be entitled to the forest produce contained on the land.362 Farooque states 
that even if any land belongs to any one of the three categories of lands mentioned 
above, if it concerns land belonging to a private owner, such land cannot be converted 
into a reserved forest.363 In the earlier part of the 20th century, the Calcutta High Court 
had declared that if the concerned land is part of “permanently settled land”, it is 
“private property” and hence it would be illegal to declare it as a reserved forest.364 In a 
case in the High Court of East Pakistan in 1962, it was decided that it is illegal to 
constitute a reserved forest out of land regarding which rent has been paid.365 
 
9.1.4. The Denial of Customary & Other Rights in Reserved Forests 
It has been mentioned that it is questionable whether the mandatory provisions 
concerning the constitution of a reserved forest as contained in the applicable law –the 
1878 Act and the 1927 Act (their provisions are practically identical in this regard) - 
were properly observed at the time of reservation during the British colonial period. 
The same question was raised with regard to the process of reservation after the 
independence of Bangladesh as well. One such matter is now pending in the High Court 
Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh with regard to the reservation process in a 
mauza of the Bohmong Circle.366 
 
With regard to the provision of notice concerning the proposed creation of a reserved 
forest, until 1973, after the preliminary notification of the intention of the government 
to create a reserved forest was issued, the Forest Settlement Officer was obliged to take 
certain steps, to provide due notice to the would-be-affected people. This provision, as 
contained in section 6, prior to its amendment in 1973, was as follows: 
 

“When a notification has been issued under section 4, the Forest Settlement-
Officer shall publish in the local vernacular in every town and village in the 
neighbourhood of the land comprised therein, a proclamation- 

(a) Specifying, as nearly as possible, the situation and limits of the proposed 
forest; 

(b) explaining the consequences which, as hereinafter provided, will ensue on 
the reservation of such forest; and 

(c) fixing a period of not less than three months and not more than four months 
from the date of such proclamation, and requiring every person claiming any 
right mentioned in section 4 or section 5 within such period either to present to 
the Forest Settlement-officer a written notice specifying or to appear before 
him and state, the nature of such right and the amount particulars of the 
compensation (if any) claimed in respect thereof.” 

362 Section 3, Forest Act 1927. 
 
363 Farooque (1997: 48). 
 
364AIR 1923, Cal 377 (DB) as cited in Choudhury (1989: 4). 
 
365 Haji Hafizuddin Sikder v Province of East Pakistan, 12 PLR, 724 (also published in 1961 All W.R. HC, 
532).See: Choudhury (1989: 5).  
 
366 Writ Petition No. 252 of 1996 in the Supreme Court of Bangladesh (High Court Division). More recently, 
in 2014, another writ petition was filed challenging the reservation process by the Bangladesh Environment 
Lawyers’ Association (BELA) and the MPFLR-CHT.  
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There is, however, no evidence to suggest that local inhabitants were given notice, 
during the reservation process of the 1970s-2000s, which is anywhere near the 
standard provided in the aforesaid section 6. Reliable reports suggest, on the contrary, 
that there are innumerable communities and individuals in the CHT today in the affected 
areas, who are even now unaware that the land that they live in, have traditional access 
to, or otherwise use, has been proposed to be converted, or, even finally converted, into a 
reserved forest.367Amendments to section 6 in 1973-74, replaced the term “local 
vernacular” with “Bengali”.368 This was obviously a great disservice and discriminatory 
conduct towards forest-resident, forest-dependent and forest-adjacent peoples and 
communities in the CHT, whose mother tongue is not Bengali.   
 
Farooque emphasizes adherence to equitable principles by the FSO in the process of 
reservation, particularly when dealing with disadvantaged groups of forest dwellers, as 
quoted below: 

 
“It has been the clear intention of the 1927 Act to settle various claims on 
their legal merits and not with reference to any special objects which were in 
view when it was proposed to constitute a forest [as] a reserve. The rights 
must be actually existing or ‘prospective wants’, vested in an individual or 
person, or in a definite body [of] persons, such as a number of co-owners, or a 
village community.” 
 
“Failure to prefer claims under sec. 6 or whose existence has not been known 
by the FSO during inquiry shall be extinguished unless the claimant satisfies 
the FSO, before the final notification issued under sec. 20, that he had 
sufficient cause for not preferring such claim in accordance with that section. 
Where the land does not fall within the categories mentioned in sec. 3, rights 
on land do not become extinguished even if the claim is not filed within [a] 
notified period of time.”  
 
“[If] the FSO had the knowledge of the existence of rights upon inquiry, 
whether the holders of rights applied under sec. 6 or not, the FSO can not 
avoid them without considering the merits. The provision may suffice to 
defend the rights of ignorant or illiterate forest dwellers who often fail to 
submit claims in due procedure and time. Because, the existence of such 
inhabitants in the forest, if they are long term dwellers, would be quite visible 
upon inquiry. Hence, these rights have to be duly considered as per law and 
equity whether they come forward with claims under sec. 6 or not…”369 

 
9.1.5. The Applicable Land Acquisition Law: The 1982 Ordinance or the 1958 Regulation? 
With regard to the compulsory acquisition of lands during the process of creation of a 
reserved forest, the law referred to is the Acquisition of Immovable Property Ordinance 
1982 (II of 1982], which replaced the Land Acquisition Act 1894, in an amendment in 
1990.370 However, the aforesaid Ordinance of 1982 does not apply to the CHT. In its 

367 Information provided by GoutamDewan and Sudatta Bikash Tanchangya, Chairperson, and General 
Secretary, respectively, of the Movement for the Protection of Forest and Land Rights in the CHT (MPFLR-
CHT) at a consultation on Forest Management in CHT held at the Chakma Raj Office, Rangamati on 6 July 
2015.  
 
368 See, Acts VIII of 1973 and Act LIII of 1974.  
 
 369Farooque (1997: 51). See also: Instructions 6 and8, Article 25, Forest Manual, 1960 and State of Uttar 
Pradesh v Avaidh Nath, AIR 1977 All 192, p. 194, IND (as cited in Farooque, 1997, p. 67).  
 
370 Section 4, Forest (Amendment) Act 1990 (Act VIII of 1990). 
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stead, the CHT Land Acquisition Regulation 1958 applies. Therefore, if any land 
acquisition process is conducted in the CHT in accordance with the 1982 Ordinance, the 
process is liable to be ultra vires and illegal. Possible harmonization of the conflicting 
laws may necessitate an amendment of the concerned provision – section 11 of the 
Forest Act – to make a reference in the case of the CHT to the applicable acquisition law, 
the CHT Land Acquisition Regulation 1958.371Following the provisions of the CHT 
Regional Council Act 1998, this will entail consultations between the Government of 
Bangladesh and the CHT Regional Council.  
 
9.2 Provisions on Village Forests(Section 28, Forest Act 1927) 
 
9.2.1 Village Forests and the Forest Act 1927 
Formally sanctioned use of RF lands has been rarely allowed in Bangladesh. Among the 
rare exceptions are those involving Social Afforestation projects conducted on RF lands. 
In such cases, otherwise illegal activities are “deemed to have been done with 
permission in writing of the Forest-Officer”, and hence will not amount to an offence 
under the Act, which it would otherwise have.372There is no evidence to suggest that the 
provisions of the Forest Act 1927 on Village Forests have ever been invoked. The 
provisions on Village Forests in this Act are identical to the corresponding provisions of 
the Forest Act 1878.373 
 
Section 28 of the 1927 Act allows the government to form Village Forests, within the 
boundaries of a reserved forest. This section contains three sub-sections. The first sub-
section defines what a Village Forest is. The second sub-section provides for rule making, 
to supplement the bare definitional section contained in the first sub-section. The third 
sub-section provides a unique status to Rules framed under this section, to ensure that 
in the case of conflict between the Rules and the remaining provisions of the Act, it is the 
Rules that are to prevail. 
 
According to Section 28(1), a Village Forest is formed when the government “[assigns] to 
any village community the rights of Government to or over any land which has been 
constituted into a reserved forest”. Since section 28 (1) - the definitional sub-section - 
only provides, very broadly, that a Village Forest is to be formed through assignment, 
the details of what such an assignment connotes, have been left to be elaborated 
through Rules to be framed under Section 28(2).  
 
These Rules are to provide how to (a) regulate the management of village-forests; (b) 
prescribe the conditions under which the community to which any such assignment is 
made may be provided with timber or other forest-produce or pasture; and (c) the 
duties of the assignee village community with regard to the “protection and 
improvement” of such forest. 
 

371 The constitutional validity of the CHT Land Acquisition Regulation 1958 is currently under challenge in 
the Supreme Court of Bangladesh (High Court Division) and has reached the stage of final hearing.  
 
372 Section 28B (1), Forest Act 1927. See also, section 26 of the Act. 
 
373 The provisions of section 28, Forest Act 1927, are identical to the provisions of section 27 of the Forest 
Act 1878.  
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The framing of VF Rules, to make co-management arrangements between the BFD and 
RF communities in the CHT, has been a long-standing demand of forest-dwellers, 
including its major spokesperson in the CHT, the MPFLR-CHT.374 In 2008, the MOEF is 
known to have assigned a Joint Secretary to start the process of framing the draft Village 
Forest Rules, but no progress has been made on the matter since then.  
 
In some states or provinces of India, Village Forest Rules have been framed, such as in 
Odisha and in Maharashtra (see Appendices 10 and 13 in the annexe). India being a 
federal state, with Forests being under the jurisdiction of the State governments, each 
state legislates its own Forest Act. However, essentially, the provisions of the Forest Acts 
in different states range from almost identical to very similar, at least with regard to the 
provisions of Village Forests, Protected Forests and Reserved Forests. It has been 
mentioned before that essentially, the Forest Acts that apply to Bangladesh and in India, 
are almost identical, both being based upon the Indian Forest of 1927, which in turn, is 
substantively a reproduction of the Forest Act 1878. However, after independence from 
Britain in 1947, the Indian Forest Act 1927 applies in slightly modified form in different 
states. Some states have renamed the modified law after their states’ names (such as in 
Odisha), while others continue to refer to it in its original name, the Indian Forest Act 
1927. For example, the Maharashtra Forest Act 1927 basically reproduces the Indian 
Forest Act 1927 (see Appendix 3).   
 
9.2.2 Village Forest Rules in India: Odisha & Maharashtra States 
In Odisha State in eastern India, formerly known as Orissa, the Orissa Village Forest 
Rules 1985govern the management of village forests.375 These rules were framed in 
accordance with the Orissa Forest Act 1972, which draws upon the Indian Forest Act of 
1927, although the numbering of the sections is different from the 1927 Act. The 
provisions of the Orissa Forest Act, under which the aforesaid Rules were passed, are 
virtually identical to the corresponding provisions of the Bangladeshi version of the 
Forest Act 1927.376 
 
Compared to the Maharashtra Rules, the Orissa Rules are simpler. The role of the Forest 
Department is perhaps somewhat stronger in the case of the latter, as is evident from 
the department’s role with regard to Reconsideration of the Resolutions of the Village 
Forest Committee (Rules 3 and 7) and with regard to the Drawing Up of Management 
Plans  (Rule 11). Moreover, the offences and penalties applicable to Reserved Forests 
are applicable to the Village Forests in Odisha (Rule 15, read with section 27 of the 
Orissa Forest Act 1972), but not so in the case of Maharashtra.  
 

374 Discussions with GoutamDewan and Sudatta Bikash Tanchangya of MPFLR-CHT, June-July, 2015. 
 
375 Framed in accordance with sections 31, 42 and 82 of the Orissa Forest Act 1972 (Act 14 of 1972) and 
gazetted through S.R.O. No 717/85 dated 29 September 1985; 
http://www.odisha.gov.in/forest_environment/Forest_Act/pdf/Rules/12TOVFR1985.pdf [Accessed 6 July 
2015].  
 
376 The relevant provisions of the Orissa Forest Act 1972 on Village Forests are identical to the relevant 
provisions of the Forest Act 1927 applicable in Bangladesh (see Appendix 5 and Appendix 2, respectively). 
These concern Power to Make Rules for Village Forests {section 31 in the Orissa Act and section 28(2) in the 
Bangladeshi Act}, General Rule-Making Powers of the Government {section 82(d) in the Orissa Act and 
section 76 (d) of the Bangladeshi Act} and Enquiry into and Settlement of Rights {section 32 of the Orissa Act, 
section 29(3) of the Bangladeshi Act}.    
 

                                                        

http://www.odisha.gov.in/forest_environment/Forest_Act/pdf/Rules/12TOVFR1985.pdf


 95 

An important element of the Orissa Rules that could provide ideas for contextual 
replication in Bangladesh is the exemption of the application of the concerned Transit 
Rules in the case of the Village Forests. Rule 14 of the Orissa Rules provide that: “The 
Orissa Timber and Other Forest Produce Transit Rules, 1980 shall not apply in cases of 
forest produce from a village forest and a permit issued under Rule 8 shall be deemed to 
be a transit permit for the purpose of these rules”. Rule 8 provides for a permit for 
extraction and transit to be issued by the Village Forest Committee, through the 
prescribed form, with the counter-signature of the Forester.  
 
The Maharashtra Village Forest Rules 2014 were passed in accordance with the Indian 
Forest Act 1927as modified for application to Maharashtra. 377 The notification that 
gazette these Rules make specific reference to sections 26, 28, 30, 32, 34 and 76 of the 
Act, which are, for all practical purposes, virtually identical with the corresponding 
provisions of the Forest Act 1927, as valid in Bangladesh.378 Apart from the features 
mentioned below, there is, however, one major difference between the Maharashtrian 
and the Bangladeshi Acts, in that, while the provisions on Village Forests in Bangladesh 
are to only apply to Reserved Forests, the provisions on Village Forests in Maharashtra 
apply to both Reserved Forests and Protected Forests.379 
 
A Forest Management Committee called the Van Vyavsthapan Samiti is formed in 
accordance with applicable local government laws and a Forest Officer not below the 
rank of Forester acts as its secretary and Member-Technical.380  There is also a Range 
Forest Committee headed by the concerned Assistant Conservator of Forests,381which 
supervises the work of the former. Additionally, a Forest Development Agency, formed by 
the State Forest Development Agency of Maharashtra, has the ultimate authority to 
approve concerned plans and to supervise the aforesaid two committees. 382 There is no 
explicit reference to Forest Transit Rules in the Maharashtra Village Forest Rules. In its 
stead, it appears that the decision of the Van Vyavsthapan Samiti is sufficient to harvest 
trees and “minor forest produce” (non-timber forest produce or “NTFT”) and dispose off 
the same.383 
 

377 Framed in accordance with sections 26, 28, 30, 32, 34 and 76, Indian Forest Act 1927 and gazetted 
through No. ABB-2010/CR-189/F-9 dated 5 March 2014; 
http://fra.org.in/document/Maharashtra%20Village%20Forest%20Rule,%202014.pdf [Accessed 7 July 
2015].  
 
378 The provisions of sections 26, 28, 30, 32, 34 and 76 of the Indian Forest Act 1927, in its application to 
Maharashtra State, and the identically-numbered sections of the Forest Act 1927, as applicable to 
Bangladesh, are, barring minor amendments made to either or both Acts, practically identical. The aforesaid 
sections deal with the following: Acts Prohibited in Reserved Forest (s. 26), Formation of Village Forests (s. 
28), Reservation of Trees in Protected Forests (s. 30), Rule-Making for Protected Forests (s. 32), Exemption 
from Prohibition of Acts in Protected Forests with Permission of Forest-Officer in Writing, etc. (s. 34) and 
General & Specific Powers of Government to Make Rules (s. 76). 
 
379 Section 28, Forest Act 1927 (for Bangladesh), and Rule 1(2), Maharashtra Village Forest Rules 2014 (for 
Maharashtra).  
 
380 Rules 3-7 and 17, Maharashtra Village Forest Rules 2014.  
 
381 Rules 12, 13 and 17, Maharashtra Village Forest Rules 2014. 
 
382 Rules 16 and 17, Maharashtra Village Forest Rules 2014.  
 
383 Rules 6(b), 6(c) and 6(e), Maharashtra Village Forest Rules 2014. 
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The Orissa Rules were passed before the passage of the Scheduled Tribes and Other 
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act 2006, which made ground-
breaking changes to the enabling Forest law of 1927 and moved away, at least to a 
significant extent, from the “annexationist” and “territorial” concept of forestry that was 
inherited from the colonial period. Moreover, these Rules also date from a period before 
the passage of the federal Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 (hereafter 
“PESA” Act or law), under the framework of which, states with a large presence of 
indigenous people or “scheduled tribes” in scheduled areas recognized under the 5th 
Schedule to the Constitution of India (which applies in states other than in Northeast 
India), enacted their own state-level PESA laws on local self-government involving 
members of scheduled tribes. In contrast, The Maharashtra Rules were passed after the 
Forest Dwellers Rights law and the PESA law. Thus judged, the Orissa Village Forest 
Rules may appear to be less “democratic” and more “statist” in their orientation than the 
Maharashtra Rules. 
 
The Maharashtra Rules make references to Joint Forest Management Areas, an Indian 
innovation on forest management partnerships between Forest Departments in 
different states and forest-dependent communities based on agreements, but without 
any specific legislation on the subject, unlike in the case Social Forestry in Bangladesh. 
Thus it is said that, until the passage of the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest 
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act 2006, India took a “soft law” approach to 
implement social or participatory forestry, on the basis of agreements on “Joint Forest 
Management” (JFM), while Bangladesh followed the “hard law” route, by amending the 
Forest Act 1927 to introduce provisions on Social Forestry.  
 
9.3 The Social Afforestation Rules 2004 
 
9.3.1 Background to Legislation on Social Forestry 
The Social Afforestation Rules 2004 were framed four years after the concept of Social 
Forestry was introduced into the Forest Act 1927 with the inclusion of the new section 
28A. Much of the new provisions were drawn from the BFD’s experience in what was 
known in Bangladesh as “Participatory Forestry”, which had continued for more than a 
decade, based upon voluntary agreements and other arrangements between the BFD 
and participants in jointly managed forestry programmes. Until 2000 these 
arrangements were not strictly mandated by the existing Forest Act (somewhat like the 
case of “JFM” in India), although it is not known whether any legal challenges were 
raised in courts of law about the programmes’ legal basis.  
 
In this regard, from a legal perspective, the BFD’s programmes were based on “soft 
laws”, such as the government’s Forest Policy, which had gradually taken a shift towards 
more “participatory” modes of forestry, particularly in areas outside of the reserved 
forests. Until then, a “hard law” option of actually amending the enabling law, the Forest 
Act of 1927, was not a high policy imperative. In this regard, as mentioned above, 
neighbouring India took a “soft law” approach through its JFM programmes. The only 
“hard law” that was passed in India in the forestry sector was the Scheduled Tribes and 
Other Forest Dwellers’ Act, which was aimed at the formal recognition of the customary 
and other rights of scheduled tribes and other forest-dwellers.   
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Bangladesh went in another direction. In Bangladesh’s case, from about the mid 1970s 
or so, the government had obtained some international loans and grants, and was 
expecting large volumes of loans from the Asian Development Bank (ADB), and perhaps 
the World Bank. Thus the formalized introduction of Social Forestry in the 1927 Forest 
Act may be regarded as an exercise in providing a legal cover to social forestry 
programmes to be funded from international loans. In other words, the 2000 
amendments on Social Forestry - but not necessarily the amendments on strengthening 
of control and penal provisions, which also coincided with the legislation on Social 
Forestry - were based on “lenders’ prescriptions”, at least to a significant extent. The 
ADB was involved in the forestry sector in Bangladesh for a long time, supporting the 
BFD’s Forestry Sector Projects (“FSP”) through loans and related grants, and through 
the provision of “expert advice” on policy revision and legislation. One such exercise was 
the adoption of the Forestry Master Plan, also supported by UNDP, and another was the 
2000 amendment to the Forest Act and the consequent drafting of the Social 
Afforestation Rules of 2004.384 
 
Unlike India, where formal legislative changes to the Forests regime were initiated by 
tribal rights and environmental lobbies, and were primarily aimed at strengthening 
tribal and other forest-dwellers’ rights, the development of the Forest Act in Bangladesh 
was oriented around “production forestry”; to enhance supply of timber and to raise the 
government’s and the private sector’s incomes from forestry as an economic sector. The 
“conventional” forestry elements within the BFD took this opportunity to strengthen the 
“control” imperatives of the BFD and further streamline the penal and related 
provisions, which, however, sometimes even subverted the industrial and market 
objectives, and ran counter to forest dependent communities’ rights as well (see chapter 
9.1).  
 
The international funding spree that had reached or was expected to reach its zenith, 
had however started faltering in the late 1990s and early 2000s. On the one hand, the 
controversial Tropical Forestry Action Plan (TFAP), to be funded by the World Bank, 
UNDP and regional development banks (the ADB in the case of Asia), had run into 
problems, on account of major disagreements between lobbies of timber traders and 
environmentalists (Gain, 2001). 
 
The introduction in 2000 of the provisions on Social Forestry in the 1927 Act, may, 
however, be regarded to some extent, as an exception to this trend, at least at the 
conceptual level. But the same cannot be said about the 2004 Social Afforestation Rules. 
While some of the provisions of the 2000 Act have been criticized as being insufficiently 
“social”, the criticism is actually far more valid when we look at the Rules passed in 
2004, to supplement the provisions of the Act. 
 
The first draft of the Rules was framed in 2000 (“Draft 2000 Rules”).After a process of 
vetting, the Rules were finally passed in 2004 (“2004 Rules”), and amended later, in 
2010. Essentially, there is little difference between the Draft 2000 Rules and the finally 
adopted 2004 Rules. However, while the Draft 2000 Rules envisaged programmes on six 
types of lands to be involved in social forestry programmes, the 2004 Rules provided for 

384 Roy (2002a: 35). See also: GOB (1993a, 1993b, 1993c, 1993d, 1995). 
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eight types. Three new types of lands were added in the finally adopted version, while 
one category was dropped, viz., “Unclassed State Forests” or “USFs” of the CHT.  The 
exclusion of the CHT “USFs” category indicates the opposition faced from inhabitants of 
the CHT to the legislation on social forestry. At a press conference at the National Press 
Club in 2001, representatives of CHT forest-dependent communities, including the 
MPFLR-CHT, rejected the 2000 amendments and the Draft 2000 Rules on the ground 
that the same would violate forest dependent communities’ rights and would fail to 
bring forth sustainable forest management.385 
 
Despite its other shortcomings, the 2000 amendment introducing section 28A on Social 
Forestry had at least some openings to introduce programmes that were substantively 
participatory in nature. However, the 2004 Rules did not carry through the spirit of 
Social Forestry that could have been developed through appropriately framed rules.   
 
9.3.2 Assessing the “Social” and “Forestry” Elements of the Social Afforestation Rules 2004  
Not accounting for the minor criticisms levelled against the 2004 Rules, read in 
conjunction with the section 28 of the Forest Act, the substantive criticism of the 
concept is that it lacks elements of the two major components of Social Forestry as 
implicit in its title, namely, the “forestry” element and the “social” element.386 
 
9.3.2.1  Forests versus Plantations   
The critique of the “forestry” element is based on the premise that the SF programmes 
as envisaged by the 2004 Rules are predominantly about plantations and not about 
natural forests. The arguments goes that while plantations may well be regarded as a 
part of “production forestry”, if the envisaged programmes totally or substantively 
disregarded the natural forests, then they could not be called “forestry” encompassing 
all its different elements, including production, along with management, protection and 
conservation. 
 
Even a cursory glance at the eight types of SF programmes mentioned in the 2004 Rules 
cannot fail to register the emphasis on ‘afforestation’ in the sense of planting, which are 
unambiguously connoted by the Bengali words “brikkhoropon” (tree planting) and 
“bonayon” (afforestation).  Six out of the eight categories include “Tree Plantation Fund” 
as a mandatory fund to which income from the programme must be deposited. Two of 
the eight categories expressly mention “tree planting” (categories “c” and “d”).Others 
deal with “plantation” (category “f”), and “woodlot and agro-forestry” (category “a”), 
again implying planting. The three remaining categories (“e”, “g” and “h”) refer to 
“afforestation”, i.e., planting. Forest management not involving planting is directly 
mentioned only in category “f”, which refers to “natural forest” but is lumped together 
with “plantations except Sal forest”.  Conceivably, category “b” on Protection and 
Development of Sal Forests could include the management of natural Sal forests. 
 
The other element in the SF Rules that indicates the dominance of the “plantation” 
paradigm is the dependence of the “beneficiaries”,387 for their livelihood security, upon 

385 Gain (2001: iii).  
 
386 Roy & Halim (2001b). 
 
387 According to Dr. Sadeka Halim, Professor of Sociology at Dhaka University (who did her Ph.D. at McGill 
University, Canada on Social Forestry in Bangladesh), the term “beneficiary” is disrespectful, and “top-
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the sale of the produce of the SF land. Obviously, if the participants (“beneficiaries”; sic!) 
are to obtain a reasonable income from the sale of the produce of the SF land, through 
“thinning” at the intermediate stages and from sale of forest produce after the 
attainment of maturity (20 years for Sal species, 20 years for natural forests, 10-40 
years for the other categories), the trees in SF lands would have to be composed 
predominantly of species that have a high market value. On the other hand, if high-
market-value species of trees are either absent or scarce, the participants’ income from 
the SF land would be negligible. This would work as a serious disincentive for 
prospective participants, including for preservation and protection. If their stake in 
protecting the land is low, as in the case of the CHT RFs, they might well not be 
motivated enough to protect the land, at best, and actually get themselves embroiled in 
pilferage from the lands concerned, at worst! 
 
Thus the biggest dilemma in the SF programmes, yet unresolved, is how to strike a 
balance between the livelihood security needs of the SF programme participants and yet 
fulfil the needs of conservation and enhancement or protection of biological diversity. 
 
Therefore, it may be concluded that the livelihood security dependence of the SF 
programme participants solely or predominantly upon the sale of the SF land produce 
inherently raises the dilemma of a choice between over-dependence on marketable tree 
species – thereby undermining biodiversity and other ecological needs of forestry – or 
conversely, highlighting conservation and biological diversity needs  - and thereby 
compromising the livelihood security needs of the participants.  
 
9.3.2.2  The “Social” Element   
 The “social” element of the SF Rules has been undermined or compounded to a 
substantial degree by providing onerous responsibilities upon the SF programme 
participants, to plant trees and protect the land and the trees, and – for the management 
committee composed largely by the SF participants – to “carry out the duties as assigned 
from time to time by the Forest Department”.388 
 
Conversely, several important decision-making powers on important matters have not 
been entrusted upon the SF participants but have been retained by the BFD. These 
include: (a) selection of NGOs facilitating the programme (Rule 8); (b) determination of 
the maturity of (tree) species (Rule 15); (c) “thinning” and “lopping”{Rule 18(e)};  (d) 
marketing of SF produce  {Rule 16(g) and 18(i)}; (e) resolution of disputes between SF 
participants and the BFD {although there is a provision on appeal to the Upazila 
chairperson or the Upazila Nirbahi Officer (Rule 25)}; and (f) cancellation of SF 
agreements on account of “neglect of duties” by participants {Rules 16(j) and 18}.    
 
In order to truly “socialize” SF programmes, more decision-making powers need to be 
entrusted to the participants of SF programmes and to have the BFD concentrate on 
providing expert advice and guidance, where so required, as an extension agency, rather 
than as an administrative body. Some of the positive elements of Community Forestry 
programmes in Nepal, JFM and Village Forest programmes in India, and the experience 

down”, and should have been discarded in favour of “participants” (Discussions in 2001, including in public 
functions attended by this author).  
 
388 Rule 11 (f), Social Afforestation Rules 2004. 
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of CHT villagers in their VCFs, might offer viable alternative solutions to the challenges 
faced in the current SF programmes in Bangladesh.   
 
9.3.3 Assessing the Non-BFD Stakeholders’ Interest  
It has been stated in Chapter 9.3.2.1 above that the SF programmes under the SF Rules 
2004 have a strong orientation towards plantation, or “production forestry”. Judged 
from the premise that secure incomes would facilitate secure livelihoods for the 
participants, and thereby help ensure that the participants, for their own interest, would 
successfully plant, protect and otherwise manage the SF lands, the emphasis on 
plantation has its own logic and rationale. Therefore, if the quantum of monetary 
income that would accrue to the participants at various stages of the SF programme, 
from planting, thinning to final harvesting, is substantive, the assumption is that the SF 
programme would be a success. However, given that the income of the SF participants 
would range from meagre, to moderate, to substantive – depending upon the varying 
market value of the SF produce during harvesting and thinning (provided that “rent-
seeking” does not siphon off a large part of the income) – the success of the different 
programmes with different species of trees and other produce would also vary. In other 
words, if the SF produce contained species with low market value, and few 
opportunities of thinning, the participants’ income from SF programmes would be 
negligible.  
 
Of course, there is another element in the SF programmes that may provide livelihood 
security to the participants, apart from their income from the SF produce, namely, 
income-generation activities facilitated through the micro credit operations of NGOs (to 
be raised by the NGO concerned from its own funds), training and other services.389 
Therefore, if the participants’ income from such NGO-facilitated income generation 
activities is sound, this would also help ensure livelihood security, and consequently, 
sustainable SF programmes, or so the understanding goes. 

However, the success of income generation activities cannot be guaranteed, as their 
success, or failure, may depend upon several socio-economic factors, particularly if not 
related directly to the SF land, that have little or nothing to do with the success of the SF 
programme in terms of efficient planting and tending of trees and their protection. In 
other words, even where an SF programme is successful, or is likely to be successful(from 
the point of view of plantation forestry), it might yet fail on account of livelihood insecurity 
issues, which would hamper the participants’ expected role.      
 
In the case of natural forests of heterogeneous stand, the likelihood of high income from 
thinning and harvesting would in most cases be much lower than for SF lands that 
contain fast growing and high market value tree species. Therefore, it is quite 
understandable why the SF Rules have such a high orientation towards planting, and 
implicitly, planting of fast-growing species with high-market value. Concerns of 
biological diversity and eco system services of forests in such a case would either be a non-
issue or a marginal issue at best.    
 

389 Rules 19, 21, Social Afforestation Rules 2004. 
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Based on the above analysis, it would appear that the currently envisaged SF 
programmes under the 2004 Rules would not be suitable for management of natural 
forests. The question that arises then is what is the way forward for possible SF 
programmes involving natural forest protection and/or regeneration? 
 
The answer probably lies in a complete paradigm shift from the current SF programmes 
to ensure livelihood security of “those assisting the government …” even in the case of 
natural forests of primary, secondary or other growth. In the case of plantation or 
production-oriented forestry, the current paradigm may be of limited value, particularly 
on denuded or degraded government forest land, but here too the strengthening of the 
“social” element - as discussed above (if not the “forestry” element) - would be 
necessary to ensure success.    
 
In the case of the natural forests, the government could explore the possibilities of 
subsidizing the income of SF programme participants, particularly since the income 
from thinning and harvesting of SF produce would likely be negligible for them. This 
would require a wholesale shift of focus, to discard the plantation-oriented focus of the 
2004 Rules by either drastically amending the Rules’ provisions, or to frame new rules 
altogether, expressly for natural forests and other forests or plantations, which do not 
contain high market value tree species. Yet another alternative, which is applicable only to 
the reserved forests, is for the government to frame an appropriate Village Forest (VF) 
model or context-appropriate Village Forest models.  The following chapter therefore 
discusses the similarities and differences between social forestry (SF) and village 
forestry (VF), so that ideas from both models may be drawn upon, for future VF and/or 
SF models.   
 
9.4 Comparison between Village Forestry & Social Forestry  
There are four major differences between the concept of Village Forestry (VF) and the 
concept of Social Forestry (SF) as provided in the Forest Act of 1927, as discussed 
below.  
 
Firstly, the assignment of rights in VFs is to be made by the government to a “village 
community”, i.e., a group or other collective entity, while the assignment of rights in SFs 
is to be made, by the government, to “persons”, i.e., individuals.  
 
Secondly, the assignment in the case of VFs concerns “rights to or over any land”, while 
the assignment for SFs is about “rights to forest produce or rights to use the land”.  The 
implicit broadness of the phrase in the case of VFs is noteworthy.  
 
Thirdly, VFs are restricted to RF land only, whereas SFs may be on three classes of lands: 
(a) lands owned by the government; (b) lands over which the government has 
“proprietary rights” (i.e., rights that are less than full ownership rights); and (c) lands 
that are assigned by others to the government. Thus the possibility of SF assignments on 
RF lands, are not ruled out, although in practice, most SF programmes in Bangladesh 
have been carried out on non-RF lands.     
 
Fourthly, the provisions on exemptions from the application of penal and other 
provisions that would otherwise apply to RF lands (and PF lands) are broader in the 
case of VFs than SFs. In the case of SFs, penal sanctions (mentioned in sections 26 and 
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34) will not apply, as a legal fiction is created to imply that SF activities are acts done 
“with permission in writing of the Forest-Officer”, which exempts from criminal 
prosecution acts that would otherwise amount to “acts prohibited in a reserved forest” 
(see section 26).  
 
Conversely, a similar exemption from penal and other provisions that would otherwise 
apply to RFs is phrased in a far broader way in the case of VFs. While in the case of SFs, 
only the penal sanctions (under sections 26 and 34) would be inapplicable, in the case of 
VFs, other provisions of the entire 1927 Act would be inapplicable, depending on 
whether such provisions are compatible, or not, with the VF Rules.   
 
In a rare departure from the general legal practice of subsidiary laws having to conform 
to the enabling law, Section 28(3) of the 1927 Act provides that all the provisions of the 
Forest Act 1927 relating to reserved forests would apply to village forests, but only “so 
far as they are not inconsistent with the rules so made”. Incidentally, among other 
Bangladeshi laws of such nature, or perhaps even the only other comparable 
Bangladeshi law in this regard, which provides that the application of an Act must be 
consistent with a subsidiary law, i.e., rules framed under it, is the CHT Regulation 
1900.390 The CHT Regulation provides, at section 4 (1), that enactments specified in the 
Schedule of the Regulation shall apply “so far as they are not inconsistent with this 
Regulation or the Rules for the time being in force thereunder”. 
 
9.5 The CHT Forest Transit Rules 1973 
 
9.5.1 Basic Features of the CHT Transit Rules  
The CHT Forest Transit Rules 1973, along with other Transit Rules applicable to other 
regions of Bangladesh, are framed in accordance with section 76 of the Forest Act 1927.   
The Rules apply “in respect of all timber or other forest produce” from (a) reserved and 
protected forests; (b) land owned by the government other on reserved and protected 
forest; and (c) private land.391 
 
Transit Rules set out the procedure that must be followed in order to extract timber and 
other non-timber forest produce and export them from one part of the country to 
another, hence “transit”. Previously the number of such Rules was high. Now only a few 
set of rules apply to different parts of the country, including the CHT. The CHT Transit 
Rules of 1973 are based upon the CHT Transit Rules of 1942.  Substantially, the CHT 
Rules are similar to the Rules applicable elsewhere, but perhaps in some respects at 
least, the CHT Rules, or at least the manner of their application, is perhaps more 
complex than those of other regions.  
 
The CHR Rules of 1973 are proposed to be replaced by a new set of rules and a draft of 
the rules prepared by the MOEF, known as the draft CHT Forest Transit Rules 2010 (in 
Bengali), and the MOEF has already consulted the CHTRC on it, whereupon the CHTRC 
sent its written proposals to the MOEF. This matter is discussed further in Chapter XIII 
(particularly chapters 13.4.2 and 13.7.1). Copies of the draft 2010 Rules, and the views 

390 For an elaborate discussion of this law and its status, see: Roy (2009: 21-24), Roy & Chakma (2010: 16-
22), Roy (2010b: 29-32). 
 
391 Section 1 (2), CHT Forest Transit Rules 1973. 
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of CHT-specific institutions, forest dependent communities and civil society on the said 
draft Rules, are annexed hereto (Appendices 30 and 33, respectively).  
 
9.5.2 Unique Feature of the CHT Transit Rules 
There is another unique feature of the CHT Rules, in that indigenous residents’ use of 
non-timber forest produce is exempted from the requirement of a permit. A proviso to 
Rule 2 of the 1973 Rules states: “Member of the hill tribes residents in the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts may cut and remove firewood or other minor forest produce (with the 
exception of such as may be declared as prohibited) free of royalty from the unclassed 
state forests for bona fide home consumption only.” 
 
9.5.3 Purpose of Transit Rules & the Cumbersome Process of the 1973 Rules  
There are two main purposes behind the framing of Transit Rules. One: it enables the 
government to ensure that trees or other forest produce are only harvested when they 
are mature. Two, they help ensure that the forest produce from government owned 
forests – particularly reserved forests – are not illegally extracted in the name of the 
permits and licences meant for forest produce from lands not owned by the 
government. The Rules therefore apply even in the case of privately titled owned lands, 
irrespective of who the owner is. These permits are generally known as free permits or 
“jote permits” in the CHT.  
 
The process of obtaining a Jote Permit, following the procedure laid down in the CHT 
Forest Transit Rules 1973, is long, cumbersome, laborious and expensive (on account or 
“rent-seeking” or illegal payments). A study on CHT lands in 2004 described this as the 
“infamous” system, which is “so complicated that it breeds corruption and thereby 
prevents … farmers from getting a fair price for their produce”.392According to this 
study, the process involved about 15 steps, including endorsements by various 
authorities on proforma documents (“A” Form and “D” Form), verification of the land 
title, field identification of the jote plot, physical verification of trees, branding and other 
marking of the trees prior to and after extraction, and so forth. Figure1in the annexe 
shows the various steps involved in obtaining a Jote Permit.  
 
9.5.4 Ban on Permits in Mauzas Adjacent to Reserved Forests, Protected Forests & 

Proposed Reserved Forests  
There is one provision in the CHT Forest Transit Rules 1973, among others, which 
causes hardship to bona fide jote owners. This is the provision, at Rule 3(2), which 
stipulates: “no permits shall be issued from mauzas adjoining the reserved and 
protected forests and mauzas proposed for reservation”. This is a very broad 
formulation. Had it mentioned only the portions or parts of the mauza that abutted an 
RF, PF or proposed RF, the area under such a “catch all” phrase would have been easily 
identifiable, especially if a specific distance from the boundary of the RF, PF or proposed 
RF had been mentioned. But even in such a case, the area that would thereby be off 
limits for jote permits would perhaps run into tens of thousands of acres or hundreds of 
square miles! And there are several large mauzas in the CHT, parts whereof abut an RF, 
PF or proposed RF, with the rest of the mauza being situated miles away from these 
forest land categories.   
 

392 Roy (2004a: 39).  
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Now, the number of mauzas abutting even the old RFs probably would run into the 
scores. Adding to that the PF-adjacent mauzas, the figure would probably doubled. As 
for the mauzas with new RFs and proposed new RFs, whose number, according to the 
MPFLR-CHT is 83,393 the total number of mauzas that are “adjacent” to an RF, PF or 
proposed RF would run into more than half of the 380 odd mauzas in the CHT, even 
while accounting for the mauzas that included more than one of the three categories 
mentioned. In such a case, if the 1973 Rules’ prescription were to be followed literally, 
Jote Permits would be limited to only a miniscule portion of the lands that farmers have 
created plantations on, over the last half century or so. The alternative is to depend 
upon the mercy of the BFD officials who gave some leeway to the manner in which they 
acted upon this prohibition. This, among others, can breed corruption, or conversely, 
lead to the denial of permits for bona fide jote owners. Given that the CHT is among the 
few regions in the country that is situated above the “flood plains”, and can hence support 
tree plantations, this would severely curtail the supply of timber from the CHT to the rest of 
the country.    
 
9.5.5 Transit Passes as Evidence of Non-Theft from Government Forests  
According to one jote landowner, the essence or rationale of the permit process 
following the procedure laid down in the Transit Rules is basically equivalent to saying; 
“I didn’t steal this timber from the reserved forests”. It is argued that since the major 
portion of the reserved forests has been denuded anyway, the risks of theft from them is 
minimal, and therefore creates an unnecessary hurdle against bona fide jote owners and 
works as a serious disincentive to engage in jote farming and trade in timber.   
 
9.5.6 Conservation & Plantation Zones; Restricted & Exempted Species & Areas 
In the long run, the most prudent policy would be for the government to zone the CHT into 
distinct areas where different species of trees and other forest produce are located. 
Conservation areas would in such case be separated from plantation areas. Plantation 
areas themselves may be divided into sub-zones, and a reasonable understanding 
reached between the government and local farmers or other planters as to what species 
occur in government-owned forests or are planted therein, and what species are to be 
planted by non-governmental actors. There are certain species of timber or bamboo that 
do not grow naturally in the CHT, including teak and “exotic” (or imported) species of 
trees, jackfruit, and certain species of bamboo, like Bhajya (Bamboosatuldo), for 
example. These could be exempted from the permit process, and in the case of teak, the 
government could move away from itself planting teak, as recommended by forestry 
experts, both on account of the species’ slow growth,394 and on account of its 
vulnerability to pests and disease and its harm to ecology and biological diversity.395 
 
9.5.7 Exempted Species & Areas in Kerala State, India  
Such a policy imperative, as suggested above, is not just a utopian idea, which is un-
implementable. If one looks at various other parts of the world, many such examples of 
law and policy on forest produce transit exist. The most relevant are perhaps those from 
neighbouring India, which basically shares more or less the same legal framework on 
forests as Bangladesh does.  

393 Gain (2006: 109). 
 
394 Webb & Roberts (1976 33). 
 
395 Ishaq (1975: 106). 
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In Kerala State, for example, in accordance with the Kerala Forest Produce Transit Rules 
1975 (passed in accordance with the Kerala Forest Act 1961 or Act 4 of 1962), several 
species of timber are exempted form the requirement of Transit Passes, including 
Cashew (Anacardium occidentale), Gulmohr (Delonix regia), Mahogany (Swietenia 
macrophylla), Acacia (Acacia auriculiformis), Asshatta/Bot (Ficus religiosa, Ficus 
bengalensis), Jacaranda (Jacaranda mimosaefolia), Mango (Lager stroemia), Tamarind 
(Tamarindus indica)and Koroi (Albizia procera)(See Appendix 9). 396 Similarly, the 
Kerala Rules also exempt certain specified areas from the ambit of the Rules.397These 
Rules allow the State government “ by notification in the Gazette [to] exempt any species 
of trees or any area within the State” from the requirement of obtaining a Transit Pass, 
to import or export “timber or other forest produce … for the purpose of giving incentive 
to grow trees on private lands”.398 

 Among other issues related to the Transit Rules is the question of who is to issue 
permits for furniture produced from local timber. A BFD official participating at the 
Regional Consultation on Forest Management in the CHT held in Rangamati on 7 June 
2015, suggested that the BFD was not aware on what basis the Deputy Commissioners 
were issuing licences or permits for such furniture, since this was not expressly covered 
by the 1973 Rules. This issue needs to be covered in the future revision of the Transit 
Rules. A related question that arises is, if Forests other than Reserved Forests is now a 
subject under the jurisdiction of the HDCs, rather than the DCs, should it not be the HDCs 
that issue licences for such furniture and not the DCs? Previously, DCs used to issue 
permits for timber and other forest produce from untitled lands in “USFs”, called 
“Royalty Permits”. Should this process too be revised, involving the HDCs, in conjunction 
with the BFD and the Mauza Headmen (who are the only local officials with ground 
knowledge of the mauza lands and forests)? The CHTRC and local timber merchants and 
jote owners have made suggestions to such effect.399 
 
The 1973 Rules cater for “domestic use” of “minor forest produce” by “hill tribes”, but 
there is no specific mention of the Mauza reserves of VCFS. Produce of such forests, 
including that of Jote lands, could be voluntarily registered with the BFD, and branded 
and marked prior to their attainment of maturity. This could produce several “short-
cuts” in the now laborious process of obtaining a permit, whether “Free Permit” for the 
Jote lands, or “Royalty Permit”, for the so-called “USFs”.   
 
Produce of the “USFs”, including both “major” forest produce (timber) and “minor” 
forest produce (bamboo, rattan, cane, etc., also known as “non-timber forest produce or 
“NTFT”), do enter the market, legally or otherwise. This is so well known that it can 
hardly be called even an “open secret” (it’s no “secret”).  Therefore, there is no 
justification to limit such exceptions to “domestic” use only.  
 
 

 396Proviso to Rule 4(a), Kerala Forest Produce Transit Rules 1975 (See Appendix 9). 
 
397 Proviso to Rule 4(a), Kerala Forest Produce Transit Rules 1975 (See Appendix 9). 
 
398Rule 3(2), Kerala Forest Produce Transit Rules 1975 (See Appendix 9). 
 
399 Recommendations at the consultation workshops held in Rangamati on 7 June 2015 (hosted by UNDP-
CHTDF) and on 22 July 2015 (hosted by the MPFLR-CHT). 
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9.6 The Wildlife (Protection & Safety) Act 2012 
The Wildlife (Protection and Safety) Act 2012 repealed the previous law on the subject, 
the Bangladesh Wildlife (Preservation) Order 1973 (President’s Order No. 23 of 1973). 
The 2012 Act attempts to rationalize the penal measures, provide for several formally-
recognized categories of protected areas (including new categories) under 
governmental management and co-management (collaboration between governmental 
and non-governmental entities), formalize the participation of experts in the apex 
national body, the Wildlife Advisory Board, and vest the responsibilities of Forest 
Wardens upon the senior-most and specially-designated officials of the BFD.   
 
Admittedly, the 2012 Act provides a larger scope than before for the participation of 
non-governmental actors, including experts in the Wildlife Advisory Board,400 and local 
communities and “minor ethnic communities” in Co-Management Committees.401 It also 
creates various categories of protected areas. However, the Act also strengthens penal 
sanctions, particularly in some of the categories of protected areas, including 
Sanctuaries, Safari Parks, Eco Parks, Botanical Gardens and Wild Animal Breeding 
Centres.402 
 
Before the passage of the 2012 Act, representatives of indigenous peoples and other 
forest-dependent communities had petitioned the government and members of 
parliament to exclude provisions on penal sanctions for using trophies of wildlife and 
for traditional use of non-threatened species of wildlife as food. Such entreaties went 
unheeded, except to bring forth a small reference to “small ethnic-community”, 
providing members of this group exemption from seizure of trophies that are part of 
their “tradition, heritage or… daily life”.403 Another oblique reference to indigenous 
peoples, this time termed as “minor ethnic-community living in the forests” is in the 
context of co-management of sanctuaries, etc.404 Despite such mention, with a narrow 
construction of the other provisions of the Act, it could mean that indigenous peoples’ 
traditional hunting, trapping and gathering activities may be subjected to criminal 
prosecution. Therefore the real and potential areas of conflict between the provisions of 
the 2012 Act – in its application to the CHT –and the letter and spirit of the CHT 
Regulation and other CHT-specific laws – such as the HDC Acts 1989 (as amended in 
1998) and the CHT Regional Council Act 1998, may need to be harmonized by 
appropriate legal and policy reform.  
 
9.7 The CHT Regulation 1900405 
 
9.7.1 The Status of the CHT Regulation  
The CHT Regulation 1900 belongs to a broad category of special regulations that were 
framed by the former British Indian empire for application to territories within 

400 Section 3, Wildlife (Protection & Safety) Act 2012. 
 
401 Section 21, Wildlife (Protection & Safety) Act 2012. 
 
402 Sections 14, 15, 16 17, 19, 22, Wildlife (Protection & Safety) Act 2012. 
 
403 Section 33 (1), Wildlife (Protection & Safety) Act 2012. 
 
404 Section 21 (1), Wildlife (Protection & Safety) Act 2012. 
 
405 This sub-chapter draws generously from Roy (2010a) and Roy (2010b).   
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Bangladesh, India and Myanmar (former Burma) inhabited by indigenous peoples.  
These laws include the Inner Line Regulation (Regulation V of 1873), the Chin Hills 
Regulation (Regulation V of 1896) and the Daman-i-Koh Rules.406 
 
In 1989, based upon a political agreement between the government and indigenous 
leaders other than the JSS in the year before (1988), four statutes were passed in 
parliament for the CHT. Three practically identical laws - Acts XIX, XX AND XXI of 1989 - 
set up three district-level “local government councils” (whose powers and functions 
were to be subsequently enhanced, in 1998, after the signing of the 1997 Accord). 
Another law - Act XVI of 1989 - purported to repeal the CHT Regulation, and 
consequently, by implication, extend all Bangladeshi laws to the CHT, which were 
hitherto inapplicable to the region. However, the law retained the system of Chiefs and 
Headmen, along with their justice administration and a few other roles, but obviously in 
a more restricted manner. 
 
Although the HDLGC laws were immediately put into effect, Act XVI was not activated. 
With the signing of the 1997 Accord, provisions were made in the accord, and in the CHT 
Regional Council Act 1998 the following year, that the CHTRC would advise the 
Government of Bangladesh to remove inconsistencies between the CHT Regulation and 
the Hill District Council Acts, 1989.407Similar provisions were also included in the HDC 
Acts of 1989, which were amended in 1998. Act XVI was, however, never expressly 
repealed, but remains in “cold storage”, and the question of its activation, and 
consequently, the repeal of 1900 Regulation, became a non-issue. The 1900 Regulation’s 
amendment, as deemed necessary by the CHTRC, rather than its repeal, was provided 
for in the 1997 Accord and in the CHT Regional Council Act of 1998.  
 
In 2005,in a case before a High Court Divisional bench of the Supreme Court, the court 
declared the CHT Regulation 1900 to be a “dead law”.408Subsequently, a special bench 
was constituted to hear all related matters together and the Government, the CHTRC, 
Circle Chiefs and Headmen appealed against the decision.409 Pending the conclusion of 
the hearings (which is yet to be taken up), the effect of the judgment was stayed. The 
Regulation, therefore, continues to be valid law, until and unless decided otherwise by 
the government, or by a competent court of law.410 
 
9.7.2 Contents of the CHT Regulation  
The CHT Regulation 1900 retains the special legal and administrative status of the CHT 
and expressly or implicitly recognizes a wide body of customary laws on land, forests 
and other natural resources, along with customary personal laws (family law). Until 
1989, it was single most important legal instrument for the CHT. It “lays down a detailed 

406 Roy (2010a: 13). 
 
407 Section 52, CHT Regional Council Act 1998. 
 
408 Rangamati Food Products vs. Commissioner of Customs & Others, 10 BLC, 2005, 525. 
 
409 These cases are; Writ Petition No. 9513 of 2005 (S.P. Marma vs. Deputy Commissioner, Rangamati and 
Others), Writ Petition No. 3686 of 2004 (Anil Kanti Chakma and Others vs. Additional Divisional 
Commissioner, Chittagong and Others) and Writ Petition No. 149 of 2003 (Ulha Su Pru Choudhuri vs. Anaram 
Tripura).   
 
410 See also, an official memo on the validity of the CHT Regulation (Appendix 19). 
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policy for the general, judicial, land, and revenue administration of the region and 
defines the powers, functions and responsibilities of various officials and institutions… 
[It] stipulates the manner and extent of the application of other laws to the region, many 
of which apply only to the extent that they are not inconsistent with the Regulation.”411 
 
The 1900 Regulation consists of three main segments: firstly, the 20 sections, that may 
be considered to be the “framework of the [Regulation]”; secondly, the Schedule of Laws, 
wherein specific laws are appended to the Regulation; and thirdly, 54 Rules passed in 
accordance with the enabling provision (section 18), which “contain substantive matters 
on the CHT administrative system”.412 The most crucial provisions that deal with land 
and forest-related matters are to be found in the Rules, rather than in the sections or 
any law mentioned in the Schedule, apart from the Forest Act 1927 and the CHT Land 
Acquisition Regulation 1958.413 It has been said, that “[the] status and importance of the 
rules are apparent when we look at the schedule, which includes laws that apply to the 
CHT only to the extent of their consistency with the Regulation and the rules framed 
thereunder”.414 
 
Thus the Forest Act of 1927 is one of the laws that was included in the schedule of the 
Regulation. Several other laws were extended to the CHT, from time to time, since 1900. 
Among these, the most important with regard to land and forest related matters are the 
CHT Land Acquisition Regulation 1958, the Land Titles (CHT) Ordinance 1984 
(Ordinance 2 of 1985), the Hill District Councils Acts 1989 (Acts XIX, XX and XXI of 
1989), the CHT Regional Council Act 1998 (Act XII of 1998) and the CHT Land Disputes 
Resolution Commission Act 2001 (Act LIII of 2001). In order to understand the status 
and the nature and extent of the applicability of the seemingly confusing labyrinth of 
laws to the region, the different laws applicable to the CHT must be read in conjunction 
with- or “read with” (in lawyer’s jargon) - the CHT Regulation. It is also well to bear in 
mind that according to the Acts XIX, XX and XXI of 1989, the HDCs have authority over 
forests and lands, but the Forest Act has not been correspondingly amended to reflect 
the new role of the HDCs in forest management. Moreover, unlike several other subjects 
and departments whose district-level offices have been transferred to the HDCs, forest 
and land have not been transferred. Protected Forests are implicitly within the direct 
jurisdiction of the HDCs, but in practice no such role in administering them has been 
seen to be played by the HDCs until today.415 
 
9.7.3 The CHT Regulation’s Provisions on Mauza Reserves  
The most directly relevant provision of the Regulation on forests is Rule 41A, which 
deals with Mauza Forests, as has been discussed in detail in chapter 6.1. Other 
provisions on land in the Regulation are those pertaining to (a) settlements and leases 
(Rule 34), natural watercourses (Rule 34A), jum cultivation (Rules 34B, 41 and 42), 

411 Roy (2000a: 44).  
 
412 Roy (2010a: 26). 
 
413 Rules 34, 34A, 34B, 34C, 41, 41A, 42, 45, 45A, 45B and 50 of the CHT Regulation 1900 are the most 
directly relevant for land and forest matters.  
 
414 Roy (2010a: 27).  
 
415 Through section 64 and First Schedule [clause 6(b) & 6(e) of Acts XIX, XX and XXI of 1989, the HDCs have 
been given authority over all categories of lands and forests, with some exceptions, including reserved 
forests. Thus implicitly, protected forests are within the jurisdiction of the HDC.  

                                                        



 109 

grasslands (Rules 45 and 45A), grazing lands (Rule 45B) and resumption of land and 
homestead plots of hill people (Rule 50).  Table 2 in the annexe gives an overview of the 
major provisions of CHT laws on the administration of lands and forests. Table 3 gives 
an overview of important laws related to the management of forests in the CHT and 
related challenges. 
 
Several of the aforesaid laws deal with customary uses of lands and forests, most of 
which are not defined in the statutes. Therefore, in order to understand land and forest 
administration and management in the CHT, it is important to also understand the 
implications of the interplay of customary laws on lands and forests with the different 
statutes of relevance. This is discussed in chapter 9.9 below.  
 
9.8 The Hill District Councils Acts 1989 

 The most important provisions of the Hill District Councils Acts of 1989 relating to lands 
and forests have been discussed in Chapter 8.3, while dealing with the role of the HDCs 
in forest management. However, for the sake of easy reference, some of these are 
reiterated here. 

 
9.8.1 Provisions on Forests other than Reserved Forests  
The provisions of the Hill District Councils Acts 1989 that deal directly with forests are 
clauses 6(b) and 6(e) of the First Schedule read with Section 22. Section 22 states that 
the functions of the HDC shall be those that are mentioned in the First Schedule.  
 
The Schedule contains 33 subject matters, some of which coincide with governmental 
departments of the same name at the district level, while others do not. Some of these 
district level departments and agencies, whose area of authority coincide with the 
subject matter concerned, have been partially “transferred” by the national government 
to the councils, enabling the council to have administrative, if not policy-related, 
authority, over the concerned departments’ functions (e.g., Department of Agriculture 
Extension, Department of Education, Department of Public Health Engineering, etc.). In 
the case of other agencies, whose mandates coincide with that of the HDC, the 
government has taken a policy decision not to “transfer” the district-level departments 
or agencies to the HDC. 
 
One of the 33 subject matters is Development and Protection of Forests other than 
Reserved Forests (clause 6b, Schedule I). Another is Protection of Forests in Rural Areas 
(clause 6e, Schedule I). However, as mentioned in chapter 8.3, other than for a very 
short period in 1989, when the BFD was transferred to the then HDLGC, the government 
has chosen not to transfer the BFD to the HDC.  
 
While the “transfer” of the BFD to the HDCs may be one of the ways, and decidedly the 
preferred mode of exercise of authority on forests by the HDCs (at least as far as the 
HDCs, the CHTRC and other CHT institutions and civic groups are concerned), there may 
be other ways in which to operationalize the concerned provisions (discussed further in 
chapters XI, XII and XIII).  The important thing is that the HDC’s role in forest 
management, other than in the case of the reserved forests, is now entrenched by law, 
which was hitherto not the case. Earlier, the Deputy Commissioner was the only non-
BFD authority that dealt with non-RF forests, which the BFD calls “USF”.    
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9.8.2 Provisions on Supervision & Control over Functions of Headmen, Etc. 
 Another crucial provision of the HDC Acts related to forest management is that which 

concerns the HDCs’ authority to “supervise and control” the functions of specific 
revenue and land administration officials, namely, Headman, Chainman, Amin, Surveyor, 
Kanungo and AC (Land), all of whom have important revenue and land administration 
functions (including survey, demarcation, provision of advice on land settlements and 
leases, etc.). In particular, the supervisory authority over the Headmen can be translated 
into effective support to the Headmen in their management of the Mauza Reserves 
(VCFs). This, in combination with the HDCs’ authority over Jum Cultivation – through 
Rules 41, 42 CHT Regulation 1900 - provides a unique opportunity to the HDCs to 
supervise Jum Cultivation, which is closely related to VCF and other mauza forest 
management, since most VCFs are actually previously jumed lands left for fallow, and 
juming can only be done on lands with forest cover (see further, chapters 4.8, 5.2.3, 6.5 
and 6.7).      

 
9.9 Customary Laws on Land & Forests 
Like several other Asian (and other) countries with a Common Law tradition, including 
India, Pakistan and Malaysia, Bangladesh practices a form of legal pluralism. One aspect 
of such a pluralistic regime is the co-existence of statute law (written laws formalized in 
a legal instrument) and customary law.  
 
The definition of law in the Constitution of Bangladesh includes “custom or usage having 
the force of law in Bangladesh”.416 There are two major categories of customary law in 
Bangladesh. Firstly, there are the personal laws, basically family law principles that deal 
with marriage, inheritance and related matters, which are governed by the ethnic or 
religious affiliation of the individual concerned.417  Secondly, there is a body of 
unwritten custom-based or customary laws pertaining to lands, including lands 
categorized as “forests”.  
 
Customary personal laws of the indigenous peoples of the CHT have been accorded a 
very high status in Bangladesh.418 Customary laws have been upheld in the highest 
courts of the country. The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh, in two 
separate cases concerning, respectively, the succession to the Bohmong Chiefship, and 
succession to the Mong Chiefship, held that in the absence of statutory provisions to the 
contrary, the customary laws of the concerned Circle would govern such succession, and 
that they must be followed by the government.419  In a more recent case before the High 
Court Division of the Supreme Court, again the court upheld the customary law of the 
people concerned – in this case the Marma community of the Mong Circle – ruling that 
the customary law of the Marma people of the Circle would govern cases of succession, 
and hence directed the concerned District Court to decide the disputed matter of 
succession afresh, in consultation with the concerned Circle Chief and Mauza Headman, 

416 Article 152 of the Constitution of Bangladesh states that “law” means “any Act, ordinance, order, rule, 
regulation, bye-law, notification or other legal instrument, and any custom or usage, having the force of law 
in Bangladesh”.  
 
417 Roy (2009a: 19), Roy (2011:  107).  
 
418 Roy (2004b). 
 
419 Aung Shwe Prue Chowdhury v. Kyaw Sain Prue Chowdhury& Others, 50 DLR, AD, 1998, 73, and Rajkumari 
Unika Devi v. Bangladesh & Others, 9 BLC, AD, 2004, 181, respectively. 
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and in accordance with Marma customary law.420The last-mentioned case also enabled 
the women litigants in the case to succeed to landed property, which they would have 
been unable to, if the lower court’s ruling that Hindu laws would apply to Buddhists, had 
been upheld by the High Court.   
 
The aforesaid cases, however, dealt with customary personal law. The situation with 
regard to customary land and resource rights of the indigenous peoples is somewhat 
different, and very few cases on the latter issues have reached the apex courts of the 
country. It has therefore been said: “the case of customary resource rights [of the 
indigenous peoples] is more problematic, although not bereft of formal recognition.”421 
 
In a study on customary land rights in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, the status of customary 
land and resource rights – which includes rights over “forests – was thus summed up: 
 
 “The customary land and resource rights regime in Bangladesh includes 

aspects of substantive law – i.e., the content of laws, whether based on oral 
customary traditions or statutes that expressly or implicitly acknowledge 
custom-based rights – and procedural law in both land management and land 
dispute resolution. Thus conflicts based upon competing legal regimes over 
lands categorized as forests within Bangladesh  - e.g., customary law versus 
‘colonialist’ Forest law regimes – show a clear subordination of customary 
regimes to ‘statist’ interpretations of Forest laws.”422 

 
9.9.1 Customary Rights and the Reserved Forests 
One of the clearest manifestations of the ‘subordination’ of customary land rights to real 
or perceived exigencies of state interests occurred during the process of creation of the 
larger reserved forests during the British colonial period in the 1870s and 80s.  In none 
of these reserves were customary rights over jum or swidden lands, grazing lands or 
other customary rights recognized, either under the Forest Act 1865 (although this law 
had contained strong protective provisions on community rights) or the Indian Forest 
Act 1878 (though weaker than the 1865 Act on customary rights, nevertheless 
contained some safeguard provisions, which are also retained in the 1927 Act). This was 
the case both during the reservation process (when customary rights that could have 
been formally acknowledged by the FSO, but were not), and thereafter (e.g., when 
otherwise illegal acts could be condoned by a Forest Officer “by permission-in-writing”).  
 
The same situation prevailed in the post-1880s period, whether during British rule or 
afterwards. During British rule – e.g., in 1945 when the original Sitapahar and its 
extended RF were amalgamated – the notification categorically declared: “no rights and 
privileges granted” (see Chapter 5.1). During Pakistani rule, in 1948, when the 
Reingkhyong, Thega and Subolong Reserves were amalgamated, the same phrase on the 
denial of rights and “privileges” was recorded (see Chapters 5.1 and 5.2). During the 
reservation process under Bangladesh in the 1990s, the process was perhaps even more 
non-transparent and “steam-rolled”, judged from the perspective of progressive 
dispensations in constitutional stipulations on property rights and procedural fairness 

420 Abrechai Mog v. District Judge, Khagrachari & Others, 19 BLC, 2014, 258.  
 
421 Roy (2011: 108). 
 
422 Roy (2011: 108, 109). 
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(Principle of Natural Justice in Bangladesh and several other Commonwealth and 
Common Law countries and Due Process, in the USA).   
 
The same denial of customary rights has followed the process of creation of protected 
forests and regarding the non-exercise of discretion to allow otherwise proscribed 
activities within reserved forests, both during Pakistani rule (1947-1971) and in the 
period after Bangladesh gained its independence from Pakistan (1971 to today). Despite 
express provisions of the Forest Act 1927 allowing certain types of land use with the 
“permission-in-writing of a Forest Officer”, no such concessions have ever been formally 
made. The dormant status of the provisions on Village Forests adds even further 
evidence to such law and policy neglect. 
 
9.9.2 Customary Rights in Forests other than Reserved Forests 
Turning now to the so-called “USFs”, the situation is somewhat different here. In such 
cases, one can perhaps distinguish between “BFD regimes” and “District regimes”. In the 
former case, some customary rights have been expressly recognized in the Transit 
Rules, but these concern only rights over “minor forest produce” (excluding timber) and 
only for “bona fide domestic use” (excluding sale). In the case of the latter, one sees a 
somewhat more conciliatory approach, such as when the rights over “USFs” are 
concerned, as evident from the Deputy Commissioner, CHT’s Order on permits for 
“USFs” in which the obtaining of consent of the Circle Chiefs and Headmen was made 
mandatory prior to permission being granted by the DC (Appendix 15).  
 
Moreover, customary rights over forests are also implicitly recognized in the CHT 
Regulation provisions on Mauza Reserves, as discussed earlier.  In addition, customary 
rights over jum, grasslands, grazing lands and other resources are also exercised, 
generally without major fetters. 
 
9.9.3 Customary Rights in Post-Accord Laws  
As discussed earlier, customary law on land, including forests, is an integral part of the 
CHT Regulation, and related administrative orders, guidelines and practices. In the 
period after the signing of the CHT Accord, two specific legislative measures have 
provided more direct recognition to the customs and practices of the indigenous 
peoples, as mentioned hereafter. 
 
The first of these measures concerns the CHT Land Disputes Resolution Commission Act 
2001 (Act LIII of 2001). This law was passed to provide a firm legal footing to the 
functions of the CHT Land Disputes Resolution Commission (hereafter “CHT Land 
Commission”), a quasi-judicial body that was formed to provide “quick, inexpensive, fair 
and sustainable remedies” to land disputes in the region in accordance with “laws and 
customs” (“Ain o Riti”) of the CHT.423 The functions of this commission have been mired 
in controversy and disagreements between indigenous leaders and the Government of 
Bangladesh.424 It would appear that unless amendments are made to this law to 
harmonize it with the provisions of the CHT Accord of 1997, the necessary consensus to 

423 Roy (2014: para 20). Section 6(1)(a), CHT Land Disputes Resolution Commission Act 2001 (Act LIII of 
2001).  
 
424 Baer (2011: paras 33-38).  
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start the commission’s deliberations might be indefinitely delayed.425 However, 
conceptually at least, the commission is a possible venue to resolve many lingering land 
disputes in the CHT, including those concerning forests. It has also been said that it 
ispotentially a role model for other jurisdictions in the world, provided that its legal and 
other shortcomings are addressed.426 
 
The second post-1997 legal measure concerns an amendment to the CHT Regulation in 
2003, through the CHT Regulation (Amendment) Act of 2003 (Act XXXVIII of 2003). This 
transferred the powers of administration of civil and criminal justice – hitherto vested 
upon civil servants at the district and divisional levels – to judicial officers under the 
Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs in consultation with the Supreme Court 
of Bangladesh. However, the amendment clarified that the civil courts concerned were 
obliged to try matters in accordance with “the existing laws, customs and usages of the 
districts concerned”.427This change was not meant to affect the existing functions of the 
traditional Chiefs and Headmen in dispensing justice on tribal customary laws, and 
hence such matters were expressly excluded from the jurisdiction of the new civil 
courts. 428 
  

425 Roy (2014: para 23). 
 
426 Roy (2014). 
 
427Section 4(4), CHT Regulation (Amendment) Act 2003 (Act XXXVIII of 2003), amending section 8, of the 
CHT Regulation 1900. 
 
428 Section 4(4), CHT Regulation (Amendment) Act 2003 (Act XXXVIII of 2003), amending section 8, of the 
CHT Regulation 1900. 
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X CHT FORESTS & GOVERNMENT POLICY 
 

 
There is a considerable amount of literature on Forest policies of Bangladesh. Among 
such writings, particularly those of the period after the formulation of the current Policy 
of 1994, an article on the Evolution of Forest Policies in Bangladesh, by Mahmudul Alam, 
stands ou tfor its analytical summing up of the core issues and challenges.   
 
According to this writer (Alam, 2009), the current National Forest Policy of 1994 is 
based upon earlier Forest Policies, including from the time of the British period and the 
Pakistani period. The 1994 Policy draws upon several basic elements from the Forest 
policies of 1894, 1955, 1962, and the immediately previous one, the policy of 1979.429 
 
Citing the writings of I. A Qazi (1994) and B. Shahbaz, T. Ali and A. Q Suleri  (2007), Alam 
notes that the 1894 Policy “recognized the importance of forests as a resource with the 
potential to yield significant economic returns”.430 A crucial development of the 1894 
Policy was the passage of the Forest Act of 1927, administration of state forests for the 
benefit of the public, the recognition of different categories of forests, and, perhaps most 
importantly, “management of state forests to yield state revenue”. 431 These legacies of 
seemingly irreconcilable goals have continued to linger, to this day.  
 
Alam criticizes the Pakistani Policy of 1955 for various shortcomings, including the 
neglect of hill forests and watersheds.432 The next policy, that of 1962, appears to have 
been an improvement, including on intangible benefits from forestry, preservation and 
“scientific management” of forests and the use of approved management plans, and soil 
conservation.433 It had two other important features, which may be regarded as 
negative, at least from the perspective of conservation and human rights, namely, the 
encouragement of “fast growing species with shortened rotation to boost forest 
production”, and the neglect of local communities’ rights.434 
 
The first Forest Policy of independent Bangladesh, of 1979, seems to have continued the 
major thrusts of the 1962 Policy. It focused, among others, on (a) restructuring of the 
BFD; (b) horizontal expansion of forests; (c) optimum forest extraction; and (d) the 
setting up of new forest-based industries.435  Goals (b) and (c) appear to have continued 
to the present day. In any case, Alam concludes that this policy “had only some 
generalized and somewhat vague directions”.436 
 
 

429 Alam (2009 156). 
 
430 Alam (2009 156). 
 
431 Alam (2009 156, 157). 
 
432Alam (2009 157). 
 
433 Alam (2009 157). 
 
434 Alam (2009 157). 
 
435 Alam (2009 157). 
 
436 Alam (2009 157). 
 

                                                        



 115 

10.1. The National Forest Policy 1994 
The National Forest Policy 1994 amended the National Forest Policy 1974. The1994 
Policy has three main sections or parts following the introductory paragraphs. The 
introductory section refers to the (then draft) Forestry Master Plan (1995-2015), which 
strongly recommended the need of a ‘Policy Review’ to amend existing laws and 
policies.437 Thus the shift from the 1974 Policy to the 1994 Policy may be regarded as a 
direct result of the Forestry Master Plan, with the Plan continuing to function, if 
informally, as a necessary and crucial component of the 1994 Policy with regard to its 
operational contexts, at least in some very important aspects of afforestation and 
reforestation programmes. 
 
The first part is titled Preconditions for the Development of the Forestry Sector, followed 
by Objectives of the National Forest Policy in the second part, with the final and third part 
consisting of Statements of the National Forest Policy. It is the Statements section that 
outlines or identifies the operative elements of the policy.  
 
Commenting on the Policy of 1994, Alam states that “it [marked] a major departure from 
commercialization to recognition of rights and participation of people”.438 Among the 
policy’s main features that Alam mentions, are (a) “horizontal expansion to bring 20 per 
cent of the land area under forest by 2015”; (b) public and NGO participation; (c) special 
attention on USFs in the CHT; and (d) the importance of biological diversity and 
Protected Areas.439 
 
The emphasis on biological diversity and protected areas is a clear indication of 
Bangladesh’s integration into the international and global forums dealing with 
biodiversity and conservation (The Convention on Biological Diversity, which was 
adopted in a follow up to the Rio Earth Summit of 1992, had been ratified by 
Bangladesh).   
 
The declaration of Protected Areas in the CHT was a direct result of this policy, and 
perhaps one of the few goals of the 1994 Policy that was reportedly achieved, at least on 
paper (however, the setting up of a Protected Area does not necessarily mean that the 
area’s wildlife and flora are necessarily protected!).  Similarly, the expansion of the area 
of the reserved forests in the CHT in the 1990s is also clearly a direct result of the 1994 
Policy’s imperatives on “horizontal expansion of forests”.  
 
However, as in the case of a mere legal declaration of an area as a Protected Area, the 
mere declaration of an area as a reserved forest, does not necessarily mean that the flora 
and fauna within such a “forest” are necessarily protected better than before. The 
situation on the ground in the CHT, both in the case of the Protected Areas and in the 
case of the reserved forests, particularly the latter, clearly shows that policy goals have 
been achieved only on paper, but the ultimate objectives of such goals, namely, to 
protect the flora and fauna of such lands, has not only failed, but has in the process 

437 Government of Bangladesh et al (1993c: 2). 
 
438 Government of Bangladesh et al (1993c: 2). 
 
439Alam (2009 157, 158). 
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created conflicts and compromised the BFD’s reputation and relationship with the 
general public.   
 
Of course, logistical shortcomings faced by the BFD, and the absence of strong political 
support, were also strong causal or contributory factors in this context. Nevertheless, 
the gaps between law and policy, on the one hand, and ground realities, on the other, 
particularly in the case of the management and protection of the reserved forests, 
should have been a pointer for the Protected Areas, but it does not seem that the issue 
has been accounted or provided for, either at policy or programmatic levels.  
 
Perhaps Alam’s strategy to encourage the BFD to improve its public orientation has led 
him to describe the 1994 Policy in kinder words than he otherwise would have. 
However, the huge gaps between formal policy goals and actual policy goals is implicit in 
his analysis, where he guardedly comments, in the case of employment opportunities, 
poverty alleviation and augmenting of national income, as follows:  
 

“Even though the addressing of these issues remains incomplete and 
superficial, this is a welcome departure because, contrary to the traditional 
belief that poverty compels people to plunder forests, effective use of forest 
resources is intended to make a dent on poverty”.440 

 
Alam’s “SWOT Analysis”, i.e., analysis of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats  
(see Table 4), identifies several crucial strengths and weaknesses of the 1994 Policy.441 
Among the strengths, Alam mentions (a) people’s participation; (b) participation of 
NGOs, and (c) gender sensitivity, while the weaknesses that he mentions include (d) lack 
of a “bottom-up” approach in policy formulation; and (e) neglect of Climate Change 
issues.442  Among the threats to implementation, Alam mentions (f) corruption of 
forestry staff; (g) lack of collaboration between implementing agencies; (h) conflict 
among cross-sectoral policies; and (i) lack of technically sound manpower.443 
 
Several of Alam’s observations are relevant in the vase of the CHT too. Some of these 
matters will be revisited in Chapter XI, in the discussion on major challenges with 
regard to policy formulation and policy implementation. However, one of his major 
observations for the future is extremely appropriate for the CHT. This is with regard to 
the need for flexibility to adapt to the local situation.444 The CHT context is 
fundamentally different from that of other parts of Bangladesh in various ways as the 
foregoing chapters should demonstrate to anyone familiar with both the CHT and the 
other regions of Bangladesh. In any case, Alam’s observation on the issue is quoted 
herewith for the sake of completeness.   
 

 440Alam (2009: 159). 
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“Forest policy should be flexible enough to be adapted according to the local 
situation so that … forest management can be planned taking into 
consideration prevailing realities.”445 

 
10.2. The (Draft) Forest Policy 2015 
The Government of Bangladesh is preparing to adopt a new Forest Policy and the draft 
of a proposed policy is now available to the general public (see Appendix 25). The 
layout of the draft 2015 policy is far more coherent than that of the 1994 Policy. The 
latter’s different sections were quite confusing as regards policy objectives and goals 
and the manner of policy operationalization. The draft policy, in contrast, sets out the 
different chapters of the policy quite rationally, namely: (a) context; (b) purpose; (c) 
challenges; (d) objectives; and (e) strategy.     
 
The draft of the new policy contains several new features and features occurring in the 
previous policy of 1994. Some of these are set out below, in separate paragraphs, along 
with some observations, so as to highlight the relevance to the CHT context.  
 
10.2.1  Reiteration of Previous Policy Provisions  
The provisions of the draft 2015 Policy include the following provisions, which are 
based upon the 1994 Policy.  
 
“The state forestland cannot be diverted for non-forestry purposes without taking prior 
approval from the Prime Minister’s office with vetting from the office of the President of 
Bangladesh.” (Para 6.1) 
 
This provision is practically a reiteration of Statement 18 of the 1994 Policy, except with 
the additional reference to the President, in addition to the Head of Government (Prime 
Minister).  
 
Without any further guidelines, this may practically amount to a virtual ban on de-
reservation. It leaves the matter to the discretion of the Prime Minister, as the President 
acts upon the advice of the Prime Minister for most matters. The severe complications 
related to even the de-reservation of tiny portions of RFs, for establishment of primary 
schools (which is a basic human right), illustrates the difficulties in operationalization of 
such a provision.446 Conversely, a Prime Minister wishing to convert forest lands to 
“non-forest” use could unilaterally act in an undesirable manner.  
 
It is unclear whether this seemingly broad prohibition on “non-forestry purposes” 
would include agriculture, horticulture (growing “fruit-bearing trees” mentioned in para 
10,2), agro-forestry, and even social forestry (which can include agro-forestry).  The 
same is the case for shifting cultivation (jum cultivation) and grazing, which are 
provided for in the 1927 Act in the provisions related to reserved forests.  
 

445 Alam (2009: 162). 
 
446 Officials of UNDP-CHTDF have stated that, despite concerted support from different sections of the 
Government of Bangladesh and civil society leaders, the proposed permission from the prime minister, to 
“de-reserve” small portions of different reserved forests in the CHT containing schools managed by local 
communities with the support of the Hill District Councils and UNDP, to enable the Department of Primary 
Education to include the schools within the list of government primary schools, is still pending, on account of 
legal complications, among others, despite the alleged expression of strong support from Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina herself! 
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The theoretical, and operationally contextual question here is, does the Policy trump 
law, or the other way around? For, normally, legal provisions in statutes (“hard laws” 
made by parliament) generally enjoy a higher status than Policies (which are executive-
made “soft laws”).  However, given the dysfunctionalities in Bangladesh on the Rule of 
Law, where the Head of State or of Government is concerned, the matter is tantamount 
to being considered a “no-go” zone, as far as the MOEF and the BFD executives are 
concerned, where it concerns de-reservation of a reserved forest, for example.  
 
“Climate resilient reforestation and social forestry in unclassified state forests, and 
coastal areas including newly accreted mud-flats and charlands will be given priority by 
involving local community.” (Para 5.5) 
 
This provision is basically a rewording of the provisions of Statement 2 of the 1994 
Policy, although it may be noted that the reference to the CHT “USFs” was dropped from 
the finally adopted SF Rules 2004, although the draft SF Rules of 2000 had contained a 
separate category of SF programmes for “USFs in the CHT”. Thus, this indicates a dis-
connect between law and policy imperatives, and the lack of careful consideration to 
achieve a harmonized impact of related laws and policies.  
 
The aims of reforestation and social forestry are mentioned in the case of the “unclassed 
state forests” only. Given that more than a quarter of the CHT consists of RFs, which are 
under direct BFD administration, and which have been heavily deforested and degraded, 
it would make more sense to focus on reforestation in the reserved forests, through 
social forestry (as appropriate for the CHT), along with Village Forestry, in consultation 
with CHT-specific institutions and forest dependent communities. The involvement of the 
CHT-specific institution and adherence to the CHT-specific laws, including customary laws, 
concerning policy formulation affecting the CHT was emphasized at the 7 June 
consultation in Rangamati.   
 
Forestry programmes in the “USFs” have led to much conflict and displacement. These 
lands (“USFs”), are jointly managed by the HDCs, the DCs and the traditional institutions. 
It would be best to leave forestry issues on “USF” lands to be dealt with by the HDCs – 
the legally mandated body on non-RF lands –in conjunction with the Mauza Headmen, 
with the BFD providing technical and extension services, as required.  
 
“Laws, rules, regulations and administrative orders relating to the forestry sector will be 
amended and if necessary, new laws and rules will be promulgated in consonance with 
the forestry policy goals and objectives.” (Para 16.1) 
 
This provision provides ample scope for necessary legal amendments, including to the 
Forest Act 1927, the Social Afforestation Rules 2004, and the framing of Village Forest 
Rules under Section 28 of the Act, among others.  The 7th June Consultation on forest 
management in the CHT that was held in Rangamati had made a strong call for dialogues 
with forest-dependent communities, including indigenous peoples, in the concerned 
legal review processes.  
 
10.2.2 New Provisions  
The draft Forests Policy of 2015 has a number of new provisions that are pertinent for 
the CHT, and which are not based upon the earlier policy, as discussed below.   
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“Integrated watershed management approach with gainful participation of local 
community will be developed and implemented in hill forests and headwater reserves”. 
(Para 5.4) 

The aim of this provision is irrefutably desirable for the benefit of all concerned. 
However, in order to ensure success, the role of inclusive and participatory mechanisms 
is indispensable. Facilitating such a mechanism or process remains a continuing 
challenge for the BFD. The reference to “headwater reserves” is probably an unintended 
hangover from the pre-independence period, when headwater reserves had their 
separate status, distinct from other reserves. These headwater reserves were 
amalgamated with other (non-headwater) reserves, more than half a century ago (see 
chapter 5). Nevertheless, the goal of preserving headwaters – whether still categorized 
as special headwater reserves or not – is definitely worthy of support.  
 
As regards “hill forests”, this is a generic term that includes all the CHT forests, along 
with those in the Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar districts and in the Sylhet Division. Perhaps 
the replacement of the phrase “Headwater Reserves” with “Reserved Forests, including 
former Headwater Reserves, and other headwater areas” would be more specific, 
unequivocal and operationally unambiguous and decidedly more operational.  
 
“Technical assistance and facilitation will be provided for community conserved areas 
(CCAs) including village/mauza common forests and other biodiversity conservation 
initiatives of indigenous community.” (Para 2.5) 
 
Technical support to such community managed forests where provided with the free, 
prior and informed consent of the communities concerned, elicited much support in the 
7th June 2015 regional consultation and a related follow-up consultation of the Chakma 
Circle held in Rangamati on 5-6 July 2015. However, fears were expressed about the 
nature and extent of BFD involvement in community-managed forests, including VCFs, 
no doubt based upon previous negative experiences of BFD-led programmes in the CHT 
(creation of new RFs, Pulpwood plantations on mauza areas, etc.).  Therefore, a 
qualification along the lines of “without affecting existing legal and administrative 
regimes” or words to that effect, could dispel unnecessary fears among the VCF 
communities and others in the CHT.  
 
“Silvi-horticultural practices with focus on fruit bearing tree species will be promoted 
for adequate nutrition for rural poor including indigenous community, women and 
children.” (Para 10.2) 
 
The inclusion of the rural poor, including indigenous communities, women and children 
is a laudable goal.  The question is, what process will be followed? Will it be 
participatory enough? And, on whose land? In the case of the CHT, a reference to the 
involvement of the CHT-specific institutions (CHTRC, HDCs, traditional institutions, etc., 
as appropriate) would be appropriate.   
 
“Private tree felling and timber transit will be facilitated as private tree growing 
expands for meeting wood and non-wood demand for industry.” (Para 10.3.) 
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Given the severe hardships faced by Jote owners and bona fide timber merchants in the 
CHT, this is a most welcome development in the proposed policy. The views of the 
aforesaid two groups of major stakeholders in the CHT have been sidelined and ignored 
in the recent past, to the extent that they had to seek recourse in the Supreme Court of 
Bangladesh, to obtain redress (which they received, to a great extent, in the case of the 
hitherto high-handed conduct of the District Forest Committee). The views of the CHT 
Regional Council – which is mandated by law to advise the government on any 
legislation concerning the CHT – have been often ignored, including in the process of 
drafting new CHT Transit Rules. However, the office of the Chief Conservator Forests has 
recently demonstrated conciliatory and receptive overtures towards participatory 
methods of policy formulation and operationalization. This remains a test case in the 
very new future with regard to actual policy formulation and implementation.   
 
“Protection of forest ecosystems services, including but not limited to water yield, 
carbon, eco-tourism, wildlife and biodiversity, will be taken up by following payment of 
ecosystem services principle and other evolving valuation methods.” (Para 15.5) 

This is a welcome inclusion, in consonance with Bangladesh’s international obligations 
and commitments in the processes related to Climate Change (particularly, UN-REDD), 
and the Convention on Biological Diversity, including its Nagoya Protocol on 
Biodiversity. In addition to UNDP’s REDD+ initiative, wherein the BFD and indigenous 
peoples of Bangladesh (including through BIPNet-CCBD) are engaging, the possibilities 
of bilateral REDD, as long as the programme is done with the free, prior and informed 
consent of the concerned peoples, may be explored further.  
 
The provisions on the equitable sharing of the benefits from traditional knowledge and 
genetic resources - as provided in articles 8J and 10C of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and its related Working Groups - provide a firm basis to share benefits of BFD-
initiated plantations in reserved forests, including with communities that contributed 
with the Taungya method (which is an innovated form of traditional knowledge and 
practice).Capacity raising of indigenous communities ought to be regarded a necessary 
prerequisite in this context.  
 
This provision offers ample opportunities to use Climate Change-related funds – such as 
from the two Trust Funds managed under the aegis of the MOEF – to reward forest-
inhabiting communities for their role in forest and watershed protection and 
management and in supporting their livelihood security and capacity-raising needs.  
 
Moreover, REDD+ initiatives facilitated by UNDP can be a very appropriate window of 
bringing forth “win-win” government-community partnerships on law and policy 
revision and operationalization of equitable co-management initiatives with the free, 
prior and informed consent of the peoples and communities concerned. Recent 
dialogues initiated by BIPNet-CCBD - the leading national Bangladeshi network of 
indigenous peoples on Climate Change and Biodiversity – with the BFD, with the active 
facilitation of UNDP, show promising gains. The Office of the CCF has agreed with 
BIPNet-CCBD to dialogue on the future CHT Transit Rules and other forestry related 
matters. These initiatives need to be supported, facilitated and sustained, by all 
concerned.   
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10.3. The Forestry Master Plan  
The period for which the Forestry Master Plan was adopted, has expired, or is about to 
expire, in 2015. Its flaws need to be identified, analyzed and excluded, and its strong 
points replicated, whether in a future Master Plan, or other policy-level mega plan. The 
often-contradictory provisions of the previous Plan have led, at the operational level, to 
disproportionate emphasis on extraction and economic benefits at the cost of human 
rights, ecology and biodiversity goals. The operationalization of this document – both 
during the phase of substantive funding and other support from the Asian Development 
Bank, UNDP and bilateral donors and in the period after the finding spree ran dry – need 
to be analyzed to guide future policy imperatives. The debacles of its operationalization 
suggest, among others, that “nit-picking” from over-ambitious policy goals can lead both 
to the disharmonized application of policy and the subordination of longer-term goals to 
short-term economic benefits, much of which had anyway evaded the state coffers but 
had found their way into the pockets of unscrupulous profiteers that excluded both the 
state and the forest-dependent communities.     
 
10.4. Related Sectoral& Other Policies  
The National Forest Policy is no doubt the most directly applicable formal Policy 
instrument with regard to forest management in the country. However, several other 
government policies are also extremely relevant in this context. These include the 
National Environment Policy (1992), the Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and 
Action Plan (2009)447, the National Women’s Development Policy (2011), the National 
Water Policy (1998/1999) the National Agriculture Extension Policy (1995), the 
National Food Policy (2006), the National Livestock Policy (1992), the National 
Industrial Policy (2010), the National Land Use Policy (2001) and the 6th Five Year 
Plan. 
 
The Sixth Five Year Plan contains several crucial issues relevant to the people of the 
CHT, particularly the indigenous peoples. The period of this instrument will conclude 
by 2015 and the Seventh Five Year Plan is expected to be adopted soon. It is important 
to ensure, at the very least, that the coverage of such issues, along with 
operationalization safeguards and budgetary support, are not of a level that are lower 
than that contained in Sixth Five Year Plan, and its precursors, the Poverty Reduction 
Strategies (PRSPs).448 
 
Bearing in mind the “conflicts among cross-sectoral policies” that were referred to by 
Alam (Alam, 2009: see Table 4), which had hindered policy goals in the forestry sector, 
it is well to help ensure that the goals of the forestry sector are not subverted or 
counter-balanced by imperatives of other sectors (as the Industries sector and 
revenue-earning imperatives had undermined the Forestry sector goals concerning 
conservation through the Forestry Master Plan and successive Forest policies).   
 

447 Substantively the Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 2009 is identical to the 
Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (2008). The latter instrument was adopted during the 
tenure of the last Interim Caretaker Government of Bangladesh, in which this author’s responsibilities 
included that of a State Minister for the Ministry of Environment & Forest. 
 
448 See, Roy (2009a: Chapter 6.4) for the evolution of the PRSPs with regard to indigenous peoples’ rights.  
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It is therefore important to ensure that important stakeholders have a say in policy 
formulation and policy implementation. However, given the marginalized status of 
indigenous peoples, including those in the CHT, their influence over national policy 
formulation has been marginal at best, despite concerted efforts by political, social and 
human rights groups among indigenous peoples to have their voices heard at the 
national levels. This is in spite of their concerted efforts to voice their views and 
concerns, consistently, and often with coherence, precision and clear articulation (see 
the three Citizens’ Declarations annexed hereto at Appendices 26, 27 and 28).  
 
In a recent study on National Policies Relating to Indigenous Peoples of Bangladesh, 
Prashanta Tripura, a prominent Bangladeshi anthropologist and development analyst, 
concluded:  
 

“With regard to national policies in various sectors, there seem to be no 
special measures that aim to address the problems faced by indigenous 
communities, especially those living in remote areas, the problems of which 
cannot be solved through the usual programmes that were designed with 
the Bengali-populated plains regions in mind.”449 

  

449 Tripura (2013: 31, 32). 
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XI. INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS & PROCESSES 

 
Bangladesh is a party to several international treaties related to forests, environment 
and Climate Change. These include the Convention on Biological Diversity (including the 
Nagoya Protocol), the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES), the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (including 
the Kyoto Protocol), the Ramsar Convention, and the Ozone Treaties.  
 
In addition, a number of human rights treaties are particularly relevant to the CHT, on 
account of the indigenous people of the region, who are variously defined in national 
and regional laws. 450 These include the ILO Convention No. 107 on Indigenous and 
Tribal Populations (ILO Convention No. 107), the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR), the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights (ICESCR), the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD) and the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW). 
 
In addition, there are several processes related to one or other of the aforesaid treaties, 
such as REDD+ under UNDP auspices (UN REDD). UNFCCC REDD is still a controversial 
issue for indigenous peoples, but if the conflicts, such as on carbon trading, are resolved, 
this may also be promising. REDD through bilateral development partnerships could 
also bring in desirable interventions, as long as the free, prior and informed consent 
(FCIP) is ensured. Three of these processes in particular have a direct bearing upon 
forest management in the CHT. These are the ILO Convention No. 107, the Conference 
on Biological Diversity, and REDD+. These are briefly mentioned below.   
 
11.1 Convention on Biological Diversity 
The provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), particularly article 8j, 
on the use of traditional knowledge, innovations and practices and the equitable sharing 
of the benefits of such knowledge, and article 10c, on the sustainable use of the 
components of biological diversity, are very relevant for indigenous peoples’ rights and 
biodiversity. The Nagoya Protocol – a sub-treaty or “protocol” related to this convention 
– has many crucial provisions that seek to facilitate the implementation of the 
provisions of the convention, including those on access and equitable benefit-sharing. 
Engagement in the CBD process and the national-level compliance with its provisions, 
are crucial for both biodiversity and indigenous peoples’ rights.   
 
 
 
 

450 The indigenous peoples of Bangladesh are referred to in varying terminology in different legal and policy 
documents. At the national level, without distinguishing between the peoples in the CHT and elsewhere in 
Bangladesh, these terms include (a) “tribes, minor races, sects and communities” (Article 23A, Constitution 
of Bangladesh); and (b) “small ethnic groups” and “adibashi” (Small Ethnic Groups Cultural Institutes Act, 
2010). For the plains districts outside the CHT, the terms used include (c) “aboriginal castes and tribes” 
(East Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Act 1950). In the case of the CHT only, the terms include (d) 
“indigenous hillmen” and “indigenous tribe” (CHT Regulation 1900), (e) “indigenous hillman” (Income Tax 
Ordinance, 1984), and, (f) “upajati” (CHT Regional Council Act, 1998 and Hill District Councils Acts 1989).  
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11.2 REDD+ and UN-REDD 
Indigenous peoples’ engagement in international processes show divergent views on 
UNFCCC REDD, among others, because the concept is still evolving, and on account off 
fears of “carbon trading”, which has distanced a considerable section of indigenous 
peoples in different countries from the concept.451 
 
REDD+ initiatives are obviously more acceptable to indigenous peoples than UNFCC’s 
REDD, since REDD+ goes beyond the carbon-based orientation of REDD and includes 
conservation, sustainable management of forests and forest carbon stock enhancement.  
The REDD+ induced process under UNDP, known as UN-REDD, has various windows for 
facilitating state-community partnerships on reducing emission of carbon through 
forests in developing countries.  
 
Indigenous peoples’ representatives, particularly from Asia, have been closely 
participating in the processes of REDD within UNFCCC and UN auspices. The recent 
national-level dialogues in Bangladesh on REDD+ and UN-REDD, including those 
facilitated by UNDP, show sincere efforts by the BFD and by indigenous peoples and 
communities to close the gap and produce “win-win” partnerships to sustainably 
manage the country’s forests and to settle differences through dialogues and discussion. 
The initiatives of the indigenous peoples’ national network on Climate Change and 
Biodiversity – the BIPNet-CCBD – in its dialogues with the BFD, with facilitation by 
UNDP, show promising signs of state-people alliances to deal with deforestation, carbon 
sequestration, biodiversity conservation and livelihood security issues of forest-
dependent communities.   
 
If sustained, the REDD+ initiative under UNDP could help improve BFD-indigenous 
peoples relations to deal with many of the pressing forestry-related issues in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts and elsewhere in Bangladesh. Copies of the Bangladeshi 
indigenous peoples’ declarations related to REDD+, along with representations made to 
the government on forestry and REDD+ related issues are hoped to be included in the 
revised version of this study, prior to or during the national consultations on forestry 
issues to be organized by the Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs (MOCHTA), in 
conjunction with the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MOEF), with UNDP 
facilitation. 
 
11.3 ILO Convention No. 107 
The ILO Convention on Indigenous and Tribal Populations, 1957 – Convention No. 107 – 
is the only international treaty ratified by Bangladesh on the subject of indigenous-tribal 
peoples. The convention deals with several issues related to forests, including the 
collective and custom-based rights of indigenous peoples to lands.  Some of the 
convention’s provisions are compatible with the provisions of the laws applicable to the 
CHT. These include articles 11 to 14, which deal with land rights, including customary 
rights, and safeguards against land alienation. The spirit and ambit of these safeguards 
are also reflected in many comparable provisions on customary land rights and 
safeguards against land alienation expressly or implicitly provided for or acknowledged 

451 See Kari-Oca II Declaration of 2012, adopted by indigenous peoples in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, parallel to 
the Rio+20 Earth Summit;http://www.redd-monitor.org/2012/06/20/kari-oca-ii-declaration-indigenous-
peoples-at-rio-20-reject-the-green-economy-and-redd/ [Accessed 31 July 2015].  
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by CHT laws.452 It has therefore been said been said that “the presence of several [CHT-
specific] laws shows that the situation is at par with… the provisions of Convention 
107”.453Initiatives to support the implementation of the government’s obligations under 
this convention can help promote indigenous-governmental relations, which is vital to 
bringing forth effective co-management partnerships on forestry.   

 
  

452 See, especially, sections 4(1) and 8(3), and Rules 34(13), 41, 41A, 42, 45, 45B, 50(1) of the CHT 
Regulation 1900; sections 22, 64 and Clauses 6 23, 24, 33 of the First Schedule, HDC Acts 1989; and section 
6(1) of the CHT Land Disputes Resolution Commission Act 2001.  
 
453 Roy (2009a: xvii).  
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XII. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE FOREST ACT 1927 
& THE VIEWS & CONCERNS OF CHT-SPECIFIC INSTITUTIONS, 
FOREST DEPENDENT COMMUNITIES & CIVIL SOCIETY 

 
The Forest Act 1927 has been amended several times in its application to Bangladesh 
(and former East Pakistan), with major amendments in the Bangladesh period being 
made in 1990 (Act VIII of 1990) and 2000 (Act X of 2000). In November 2010, a draft 
amendment bill was approved by the cabinet and sent to parliament soon afterwards. 
However, the bill was not passed, among others, on account of protests by indigenous 
peoples’ and forest dependent communities, claiming that the law would adversely 
affect their rights and that sustainable forest management in areas inhabited by them 
would not be achieved. Representatives of MPFLR-CHT, Bangladesh Adivasi Forum and 
other indigenous leaders met members of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Environment & Forest on several occasions, including to hand over memoranda with 
detailed demands on the draft. One of the demands was to reject the proposed creation 
of a new type of “notified forest”, which concept lingers to this day, as evidenced by the 
draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015 which refers to the new category of  “other forest” 
(see further, Chapter 12.1 below). 
 
With the coming into power of the present Awami League-led government in 2014, the 
MOEF started a fresh process to table a new bill, known as the draft Forest 
(Amendment) Act 2015. The CHTRC sent its views to the MOEF in September 2015.454 
However, several important stakeholders, including the traditional institutions and 
forest-dwellers were not consulted by the CHTRC. At the initiative of the MPFLR-CHT, 
and with the cooperation of MOCHTA, the three traditional circles were included among 
the stakeholders to be consulted by MOCHTA. 
 
Accordingly, representatives of the Chakma Circle and some of the HDCs attended two 
inter-ministerial consultation meetings hosted by MOEF in Dhaka, on 27 December 
2015 ,455 and on 14 January, 2016.456 An informal Table of Recommendations was 
submitted on behalf of the traditional institutions and forest dependent communities at 
the 27 December meeting. These recommendations had emerged from a consultation 
organized by the Chakma Circle, in association with MPFLR-CHT and BIPNet-CCBD, in 
Rangamati on 24 December 2015, which was supplemented with another workshop, on 
28 January 2016. The last-named workshop was also attended by representatives of the 
CHTRC and some of the HDCs, and consensus was reached on the major issues (see 
Appendix 33).  
 
The following meeting of the MOEF on the same matter was to be held on 1 March 2016, 
in which members of the CHTRC were to have attended, but the meeting was cancelled 

454 As communicate to the Secretary, MOEF, through the CHTRC’s Memo No. 29.232.000.04.16.09 (Part) 
2012 – 1736, dated 14/09/2015.  
 
455 At the 27 December 2015 Consultation on the proposed Forest (Amendment) Act 2015 hosted by MOEF 
at the Bangladesh Secretariat in Dhaka, this writer, in his capacity as the Chakma Circle Chief, represented 
the Chakma Circle, accompanied by the President and General Secretary of MPFLR-CHT, respectively, 
Goutam Dewan and Sudatta Bikash Tanchangya (also Member Secretary of BIPNet-CCBD). Representative of 
MOCHTA and HDCs of Khagrachari attended the meeting, among others.  
 
456 At the 14 January 2016 Consultation at the MOEF, the Chakma Circle was represented by Sudatta Bikash 
Tanchangya.  Representatives of HDCs of Khagrachari and Rangamati also attended, along with others.  
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at the last minute. The meeting of 14 January 2016 was earlier scheduled to be held on 
17 January, but was “preponed” at the last minute.457 Similarly, the 1 March meeting was 
to have been held on 29 February (or a day or two earlier), postponed to 1 March, and 
then arbitrarily cancelled. A notice for the following meeting, on 5 April 2016, was 
issued, by the MOEF’s letter dated 27 March, but this too was postponed indefinitely, 
two days later, by letter dated 29 March, as communicated to the Chakma Chief!  
 
Such haphazard re-scheduling of meetings have vexed the CHT-specific institutions 
(which is far away from the capital city of Dhaka), whose representatives had gone to 
great lengths to prepare for such meetings and travel to Dhaka, only to hear of its last 
minute cancellation, or fail to be represented at all at the meetings. It appears that, on 
the basis of consultations involving the traditional institutions, CSOs (primarily the 
MPFLR-CHT and BIPNet-CCBD and the CHT Headmen’s Network) and representatives of 
the CHTRC and HDCs, a broad consensus was reached on the most important issues, 
which reflected the views of the Chakma Circle as communicated to the MOEF at its 
aforesaid consultation meeting of 27 December 2015.   
 
Among the issues that were raised at the December 2015 and January 2016 meetings on 
the proposed amendments to the Forest Act 1927 were several issues of concern to the 
forest dependent peoples of the CHT, the most important of which are mentioned 
below.458 
 
12.1 New Category of Other Forests 
A new category of forest, to be called “Other Forest” is proposed to be added to the 
existing formal category of forests that includes reserved forests (RFs) and protected 
forests (PFs).459 If this is done, the following, among other, negative implications on the 
rights of inhabitants of the concerned areas is likely.  
 
Firstly, the process of identification and categorization of areas to be designated as other 
forests will be contrary to the Principle of Natural Justice (Due Process), as the process 
will involve even less formalities on notice to affected people and communities to enable 
them to adequately defend their rights than is the case with the process of designation 
of RFs and PFs. In the case of both RFs and PFs, due notice was not given to numerous 
affected communities, during the British period (when the major RFs were declared), 
the Pakistani period (when the PFs were declared) and after independence of 
Bangladesh, when new RFs were created and some of the PFs were re-categorized as 
RFs (19980s to the present).  
 
Secondly, and in a manner, a corollary to the point mentioned above, the new provision 
might facilitate arbitrary declaration of new areas – now outside the direct jurisdiction 

457 As communicated to the Chakma Chief by the MOEF’s PaBaMa (Ba: Sha: -1)18/2010 (Part – 1)/07, dated 
07/01/2016.  
 
458 This account is based upon the author’s own experience of attendance at the MOEF’s meeting on 27 
December 2015 and discussions with Mr. Sudatta Bikash Tanchangya.  See also, recommendations of the 
consultation organized by the Chakma Circle and MPFLR-CHT at Rangamati on 24 December 2015 
(Appendix 30). 
 
459 Sections 3(c), 13 and 14, draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015, proposing the addition of new sections 
2(1A), 2(4B), 2(4C), 2(4D), 34A and 38C to the Forest Act of 1927. 
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of the BFD – as government-controlled forests. Bluntly put, the BFD but “needs to point 
its fingers at some land, and it will become an other forest”.460 
 
Thirdly, penal sanctions will be imposed on violation of the legal provisions applying to 
such other forests, as is the case with RFs, PFs and SFs. Despite the presence of a huge 
arsenal of penal sanctions for protection of RFs and PFs, the penal sanctions have largely 
failed to prevent deforestation and other unauthorized use of the resources of such 
forests, both in the CHT and elsewhere in the country. Therefore, the rationale behind 
using penal sanctions to protect such forests is largely misconceived.  
 
Representatives of the Chakma Circle at the aforesaid consultations of the MOEF in 
December 2015 and January 2016 pointed out these anomalies. They also drew 
attention to fact that the proposed changes would be contrary to CHT laws, including the 
CHT Regulation 1900, the Hill District Councils Acts of 1989 and the CHT Regional 
Council Act of 1998, along with land and other rights based on customs, practices and 
usages of the CHT.   
 
12.2 Forest Official to hold office of Quasi Judicial Forest Settlement Officer in  

Violation of Principle of Natural Justice (Nemo Judex in Sua Causa) 
The draft law sought to amend existing provisions to categorically provide for the 
appointment of more than one person to exercise the powers of a Forest Settlement 
Officer (FSO), who exercises quasi-judicial powers under the 1927 Act, particularly 
during the process of settlement of disputes over lands proposed to be included within a 
proposed reserved forest.461 The existing law contains contradictory provisions.462 It 
was pointed out that the concerned provisions – both of the existing law and the 
proposed amendment - are contrary to the Principle of Natural Justice, one major 
element of which holds that a person exercising authority, particularly judicial or quasi-
judicial authority, cannot have any interest in the result of the proceedings, and if he or 
she does, that is arbitrary, and hence, illegal (Nemo Judex in Sua Causa: “No Man a Judge 
in His Own Cause”). The implication is that, if a BFD official acts as an FSO, she/he would 
be acting both as a complainant and as a judge, and therefore act in a biased manner in 
violation of basic constitutional tenets of Bangladeshi law, including the Principle of 
Natural Justice. The proposal was to qualify the concerned provision by stating that an 
FSO “must be a judicial officer and not a Forest Officer”. A counter proposal was to retain 
the existing provisions but to qualify them through appropriate provisos. Examples of 
comparable laws in India were also cited which forbade FDOs from acting as FSOs.463 
 
 
 

460 Statement made by a local leader at a consultation on the proposed Forest (Amendment) Act 2015 in 
Rangamati on 24 December 2015 (who wishes to remain anonymous).  
 
461 Sec 3 of the draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015, proposing the addition of new section 2(2A), to the 
Forest Act 1927. 
 
462 Section 2(2) of the Forest Act refers to “any person”, indicating a single individual, while section 4(3) 
refers to “any number of officers not exceeding three”. Section 4(3) also stipulates that more than one of the 
FSOs can be an FDO (person holding “forest-office”).      
 
463 The Orissa Forest Act 1972 (at section 4), for example expressly bars a Forest Department official from 
exercising the powers of a Forest Settlement Officer.  
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12.3 Extinction of Rights in New Reserved Forests in Violation of the Principle of Natural Justice 
(Audi Alteram Partem) 

Another proposed amendment seeks to limit the opportunities of persons affected by a 
proposed creation of a reserved forest to put forward their views before an FSO. Under 
the existing law, during the course of creation of a new reserved forest, where an 
affected person fails to prefer a claim before the FSO,464 or where the FSO fails to acquire 
any knowledge about the affected person’s rights through his inquiry,465 as long as the 
final reservation (under section 20) has not taken place, that person’s rights will 
nevertheless not be extinguished if he or she “satisfies the Forest Settlement-officer that 
[she/he] had sufficient cause for not preferring such claim within the period fixed” (3-4 
months).466  If the proposal is carried through, even where the affected person did not 
receive due notice of the proposed reservation, or the FSO, for whatever reason, failed to 
acquire knowledge about the rights of that (affected) person, the concerned right will be 
extinguished.467 This would amount to a violation of the Principle of Natural Justice, a 
major element of which holds that an affected person must be heard before her or his 
rights are affected adversely (Audi Alteram Partem; “Hear the Other Side”). In US 
jurisprudence this is known as the Due Process principle, also enshrined in the US 
Constitution.468Representatives of the Chakma Circle emphasized at the 27 December 
and 14 January meetings at the MOEF Conference Room that there were several 
instances during the process of reservation in the CHT that affected people even today 
are unaware of the reservation process of the 1990s, with several having learnt about 
their lands having been reserved or under process of reservation a full two decades 
after the preliminary notifications were issued by MOEF in the 1990s!   
 
12.4 Removal of 30-Year Limit on Reservation of Trees or Tree Species in Protected Forests  
The 2015 draft law contains a provision related to the existing provisions on protected 
forests (PFs). Under the current law, where any portion of a PF, which contains trees or 
classes of trees, has been declared as “closed” (reserved), the period of such closing 
cannot exceed 30 years.469  However, a proposed amendment seeks to delete the 
reference to the 30-year limit.470 Representatives of the Chakma Circle at the aforesaid 
December-January meetings at MOEF argued that this proposal would adversely affect 
the rights of inhabitants of PFs, including rights based on customary law. They also 
pointed out that this was out of line with comparable provisions in India, where the 
limit of 30 years’ reservation was still retained.471 
 
 
 

464 Section 6 (c), Forest Act 1927. 
 
465 Section 7, Forest Act 1927.  
 
466 Section 9, Forest Act 1927. 
 
467 See, sections 6, 7 and 8, draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015 and sections 6, 9 and 20, Forest Act 1927. 
 
468 5th and 14th Amendments to the Constitution of the United States of America.  
 
469 Sections 30(b), Forest Act 1927. 
 
470 Section 10, draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015 proposing amendments to section 30(b) of the Forest 
Act 1927 by deleting the reference to the phrase, “not exceeding thirty years”.  
 
471 See, e.g., section 30(b), Maharashtra Forest Act 1927. 
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12.5 Ban on Lease of Forest Areas  
The introduction of this provision appears to be an effort to prevent the transfer of 
government forest land to others through leases.472 There is no express bar to leases in 
the Forest Act 1927. In fact, the exercise of various rights over government forests are 
currently sanctioned, including (a) the practice of shifting cultivation [section 10(3)(b), 
(b) rights of pasture or to forest produce [section 15 (2)(c)],(c) a declaration that a 
reserved forest or any part thereof has ceased to be a reserved forest(section 27), (d) the 
assignment of rights over reserved forest land to village communities (section 28) and (e) 
the assignment of rights to forest produce or rights to use the land under a social forestry 
programme (section 28A).   
 
The spirit of the aforesaid proposal seems to be in line with the provisions of the 
National Forest Policy of 1994,473 and the draft Forest Policy of 2015,474 which prevent 
the use of state forest land for “non-forestry purposes”, with the only difference being 
that the 1994 Policy requires the sanction from the Head of Government, while 2015 
proposal adds the vetting of the President to the “prior approval” of the Head of 
Government (Prime Minister) (see chapter 10.2.1).  
 
The aforesaid proposal is unacceptable to the CHT people as there may conceivably be 
many contexts in which government forest land may be required to be leased to entities 
other than the BFD, such as to the Department of Education (for the establishment of 
schools), to the Department of Health (for establishing hospitals and health centres), as 
well as to CHT institutions for various purposes.  
 
12.6 Terminology: Ethnic Minority vs. Indigenous Peoples  
The participants at the December and January meetings in Rangamati also took 
objection to the phrase “ethnic minority”.475 It was pointed out that the phrase could 
include members of non-Bengali groups who were not indigenous to the CHT and other 
parts of Bangladesh, and who were not forest dependent communities. It was suggested 
that the term ‘indigenous’ was the correct term, which, along with its equivalent terms 
in English and Bengali, was already a part of Bangladeshi law.476 
  

472 Section 25 of the draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015 proposing the insertion of new sections 84A and 
84B into the Forest Act 1927. 
 
473 Statement 18, National Forest Policy 1994. See also, Chapter 10.2.1. 
 
474 Para 6.1, draft Forest Policy 2015. See also, Chapter 10.2.1.  
 
475 Sections 25, draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015.  
 
476 Rules 1 and 52 of the CHT Regulation 1900 refers to “indigenous Hillman” and “indigenous tribe”, as also 
the Finance Acts and several correspondences of the National Board of Revenue [(i) Central Board of 
Revenue, Memo C. No. 5(3)-ST/65 dated, 06.04.1967; (ii) National Board of Revenue Memo C. No. 4(6) Kar-
5/77/589 dated, 04.09. 1980 (iii) National Board of Revenue, Memo 4(6)/Kar-5/77/28 dated 10.03.1988; 
(iv) Board of Revenue Notification No. 8/Income Tax/92 dated 17.10.1992; (v) National Board of Revenue 
Memo No. 6(57) Kar-3/94/114 dated 15.12. 1994; and (vi) National Board of Revenue Notification No. 
7(Income Tax)/94 as circulated through Memo No. 6(54) Kar-3/94 dated 02.01.1995]. Section 97 of the 
East Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Act, 1950 (Act 28 of 1950) refers to “aboriginal”. Rule 6(2)(e) of 
the Social Afforestation Rules, 2004 and section 2(2) of the Small Ethnic Groups Cultural Institutes Act, 2010 
(Act 23 of 2001) refers to “Adibashi”. 
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XIII. MAJOR CHALLENGES IN FOREST MANAGEMENT IN THE CHT 

& WAYS FORWARD THROUGH LAW & POLICY REFORM 
 

The discussions in the preceding chapters have shown that there are several challenges 
towards the achievement of sustainable forest management in the CHT, including in its 
ecological, human rights and inter-generational aspects. Some of these challenges are 
outlined here, based upon divergent views of different stakeholders, state and non-state, 
but with priority to the views and perspectives of forest-dependent peoples and 
communities, without whose direct and consensual participation, sustainable forest 
management in the CHT, particularly in the reserved forests and in the Mauza Reserves 
or village common forests (VCFs), will remain elusive.  
 
Views of indigenous peoples and other forest-dependent communities have often been 
articulated in numerous representations to government, interactions with the press and 
media, and occasionally recorded in research work by others. On occasions, 
representatives of the aforesaid groups have made formal statements or Declarations, 
adopted at crucial local, regional and national-level consultations, workshops, 
conferences and other meetings.  
 
Three such Declarations, which have important implications for forest and land rights of 
indigenous peoples, are annexed to this report. These are: (a) the Rangamati Declaration 
1998; (b) the Dhaka Forests Declaration 2001 and (c) the Rangamati Land Declaration 
2002 (Appendices 26, 27 and 28).  
 
The Rangamati Declaration was adopted by civil society representatives, of both hill 
people and Bengali residents, of the three hill districts, soon after the signing of the CHT 
Accord of 1997. It contains several recommendations, including on the resolution of 
land disputes, reform of the Forest Act 1927, recording of VCFs in the name of the 
communities, conservation of biological diversity and on the eradication of 
discrimination against women in all spheres (including in inheritance laws) and for the 
empowerment of women.  
 
The adoption of the Dhaka Forests Declaration included indigenous peoples’ 
representatives and prominent members of national-level environmental and human 
rights NGOs and leading researchers. Among others, the Declaration called for 
amendments to the Forestry Master Plan, the National Forest Policy and the Forest Act 
of 1927, condemned the draft of the draft Social Forestry Rules, called for the 
integration of gender equity in all forest-related laws, policies and programmes, the 
acknowledgement of and the equitable sharing of the benefits arising from indigenous 
knowledge systems, and recommended measures for the joint management of 
government managed forests.   
 
The Rangamati Land Declaration was adopted largely by human rights and 
developmental organizations’ representatives of the CHT, with the support of the CHT 
Regional Council and the traditional institutions. Among the recommendations of the 
Declaration was the transfer of Land Administration to the HDCs, amendment of the 
CHT Land Commission law, the revocation of notifications on new reserved forests, the 
co-management of reserved forests, the legal recognition of customary land rights of 
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indigenous peoples (including over reserved forest areas), the elimination of gender-
based discrimination in land management and enhanced women’s participation in 
decision-making processes 
 
Returning to the issue of recommendations in this report, it may be noted that some of 
the foregoing chapters, particularly chapters IX, X, XI and XII, have analyzed the major 
conceptual and operational aspects of law and policy related to forests. In certain 
contexts, the discussions include a scrutiny of particular aspects of law or policy, along 
with observations and recommendations. The following discussion also contains specific 
recommendations, and in some respects, it raises issues that need to be resolved, 
particularly at policy-making levels. Therefore, the issues discussed in the remainder of 
this chapter (chapter 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3) need to be read in conjunction with the related 
issues discussed in chapters IX, X, XI and XII, and before. These may be dealt at 
appropriate policy dialogues. A national level consultation involving the MOCHTA and 
MOEF, along the lines of the 7 June regional consultation was supposed to have been 
held, since the summer of 2015, but is yet to happen. A consultation of this nature could 
provide crucial inputs towards legal, policy and programmatic reform, such as those 
proposed in this report. Law and policy reform, and operationalization, are a continuing 
process, rather than a “one-off” event, and therefore strategic planning is required to 
design and implement realistic “road maps”.    
 
13.1 The Discarding of “Me Only” and “Absentee Landlords” Perspectives by Major Actors 
One of the most fundamental challenges is for the major actors in forest management 
and use in the CHT, especially in the case of the reserved forests, to discard the “me 
only” perspective.  
 
Such a perspective is particularly relevant in the case of the government, personified 
primarily by the BFD, but also including policy-makers and CHT-level government 
officials, civil, military and para-military. On the non-state side, the most important 
actors are the forest-dependent indigenous communities (represented contextually by 
the CHT-specific institutions, indigenous peoples’ organizations and networks, citizens’ 
groups, etc.). It needs to be realized that forest management is a “multi-stakeholder 
game”, in which a “win-win” strategy is the only way out. Such a strategy will require 
compromises, and changes in perspectives to focus on the longer-term goals and 
objectives. For the state – personified primarily by the BFD – it must be accepted that 
long-term policy achievements are impossible without local participation. Vice versa, 
the local communities must also realize that an understanding with state agencies, 
primarily the BFD, is indispensable, especially in the case of the reserved forests, but 
also in the case of forest produce extraction, transportation and transit issues related to 
the VCFs and locally owned Jote lands.  
 
Along with the “me only” perspective is what this author would term the “absentee 
landlord syndrome”. In the case of the government, the most poignant example is that 
provided by the BFD through its obsession with expanding the areas under its control – 
such as through expansion of the area of RFs, the creation of Protected Areas and the 
creation of teak and plywood plantations – whilst it has utterly failed to protect the 
areas that have been under its direct and almost exclusive jurisdiction for more than a 
century! Calling a piece of land a reserved forest or a Protected Area, even with the force 
of penal sanctions, has not prevented deforestation and degradation. This is equivalent 
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to a night guard asking for the responsibility of guarding several buildings whilst he has 
utterly failed to protect the one building that he has been charged with previously! 
On the side of some well to do local people and some influential non-resident 
individuals and companies, a similar obsession is seen in acquiring titles over large 
swathes of land to create “plantations”, or industries, or orchards, which are often left 
unutilized, or used in a way that is totally harmful to the local ecology and the livelihood 
needs of impoverished local communities. Both these tendencies need to be guarded 
against, both for the interests of ecological concerns and for the livelihood needs of local 
communities.     
 
13.2 The Limitations of Law & Policy  
Judged from operational perspectives, formally adopted Law and Policy instruments 
may be the most important sources of “policy”, but decidedly not the only sources. In the 
wider sense, both “laws” and “policies” often include subsidiary laws and executive 
orders. Looked at from an even wider perspective, longstanding practices, which have 
been conventionalized to a significant extent, may well have the same or similar impact 
as formal policies. Hence, these practices also need be regarded to be within the broad 
fold of “policy”.  
 
Formal legal and policy instruments almost never prioritize the competing values of 
goals and objectives, which can be, and often are, counter-productive (as exemplified by 
the provisions of the National Forests Policy of 1994 and the Forestry Master Plan, 
among others). This may be even more so in the case of “informal” policy, which either 
does not have a written form, or is dispersed in various documents with no systematic 
or rational collation. The general public, and even lower level officials of the concerned 
governmental agency, such as the BFD, may be wholly or largely ignorant about such 
informal policy matters. Ultimately, operationalization or non-operationalization of laws 
and policies, can be, and often is, left at the discretion of an official, who is unaided by 
express and detailed policy instructions, to help her/him choose the path of action. Two 
broad examples are cited. One, of acting in literal adherence to law or policy; and 
another, of acting beyond the provisions of express provisions of law or policy.  
 
The CHT Forest Transit Rules 1973 do not mention the quantity of timber for which 
extraction and export permission (“Transit Pass”) is to be granted, for any stipulated 
period of time. Yet, BFD officials in the CHT maintain, in practice, a certain limit on the 
quantity of timber for which Transit Passes are issued, over a certain period of time. This 
is an example of the exercise of a non-policy decision or at least a decision that is not 
based on written, and therefore, publicly knowledgeable, law or policy.  Should such 
quantity be specified in the Rules or Policies? Or should it be left as an informal policy 
matter to be decided by officials from time to time?  If the latter, how are the members 
of the general public, and particularly Jote Owners and timber merchants, expected to 
know about the manner of the exercise of such discretion?  
 
Of course, citizens may invoke the formal Right to Information to elicit the information if 
the concerned official is unable or unwilling to provide it. But such matters are time-
consuming and need sustained efforts. Now, if the concerned decisions are not based 
upon instructions or advice based upon formal law or policy, are such decisions legal 
and valid in the first place? And if they were without legal basis, how would one obtain a 
remedy easily and with little time or effort? Such instances could easily lead to 
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undesirable disputes, litigation and even conflict, all of which are acceptable only if they 
remain within “tolerable” limits, and which too is subjective.  
 
Conversely, there can be, and there often are, cases of non-exercise of decisions which 
are mandated by law or policy. The discretion of a Forest officer, e.g., to allow certain 
acts within reserved forests – such as to graze cattle -by “permission-in-writing, without 
which such acts would be illegal, is almost never exercised.477 Thus in this case the 
Forest Policy provisions on the virtual ban on “non-forest use” of “state forest-lands”, 
except with the permission of the Head of Government,478 may likely have prevented the 
exercise of the discretion of a Forest officer which has been vested upon her or him by 
law.  Thus here is a situation where there is, at least apparently, a conflict between law 
and policy. Which should prevail in such cases. Law? Or policy?   
 
Is it therefore the provisions of the Forest Policy that prevent the exercise of 
discretionary powers that are sanctioned by law? Is not law superior in status to policy? 
If so, should the policy be revised and amended to conform to the law? Or should it be 
the other way round? Would the exercise or non-exercise of authority vested by law 
stand the scrutiny of the Supreme Court in a hypothetical case before it? These are 
questions that need to be raised, and answered, if a clear, coherent and transparent 
tradition of Rule of Law is to be established, and predictable and consistent practices 
developed and sustained with regard to forest management.          
 
Another example of the non-exercise of a legally permissible discretion concerns the 
case of a Forest Settlement Officer (FSO) during a process of declaration of a reserved 
forest. During such process, the FSO can “record an order, continuing to such claimants a 
right of pasture or to forest-produce …”.479 This discretionary authority has never been 
invoked, as far as is known, in the case of the CHT, from 1927 to this day.  
 
Yet another example, this time, of non-application of law, is given. Following the 
prescriptions of the Forest Act 1927 on the prohibited activities in reserved forests, 480 
should the BFD have prosecuted every single action that was an infringement of the law, 
such as for “clearing “ or “breaking up” of land, which is prohibited by section 26 of the 
Forest Act 1927?  Surely, the jails in the CHT would have been over-populated if the BFD 
had indeed successfully prosecuted and incarcerated all or most of the offenders that 
violated the concerned legal!  The fact is, they did not do so, except in some cases, with 
the extent varying in different periods, the nature of the offences concerned, and the 
scale or extent of such occurrences.    
 
Now, one may question, what was it that guided such a decision to not prosecute? Was 
this based partly on account of informal “policy” directives of superior authorities 
(about which the general public was ignorant), or was it based upon the prudence, 
commonsense, humanitarian consideration or self-interest of the BFD official concerned 

477 A similar exemption from penal sanctions is provided for acts done “under any rule made by the 
Government”.  See: 26(2)(a) of the Forest Act 1927. 
 
478 Statement 18 of the 1994 Forest Policy and paragraph 6.1 of the (Draft) Forest Policy 2015. 
 
479 As provided in section 15(2)(c), Forest Act 1927. 
 
480 See, section 26 of the Forest Act 1927, Statement 18 of the 1994 Forests Policy and Para 6.1 of the Draft 
Forest Policy of 2015. 
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(at Beat, Range, Division or higher levels)? And in the cases where the BFD did resort to 
prosecution, why did they do so, and to the extent or in the manner that they did, at 
different periods of time?  Do policy documents give any guidance on the factors behind 
the exercise or non-exercise of such legal and policy provisions? The answer is, formal 
policy provisions do not contain answers to most, if not all, of the aforesaid questions. 
Therefore, it appears that there is no consistency of such actions and omissions, and this 
does not bode well for long term efforts to protect the forests concerned, with the 
cooperation of the local communities and other concerned actors and “stakeholders”.  
 
The aforesaid issues need to be raised, debated and resolved, if forest management 
practices in the CHT, or elsewhere in the country, are to be predictable, and transparent, 
in conformity with constitutional and other legal provisions.     
 
13.3 The Process of Law & Policy Review 
The revision of laws and policies are relevant only if such laws and policies are to be 
adhered to, in practice.  However, assuming that the substance of such laws and policies 
will be followed, or at least that they will guide the government, and consequently, other 
non-governmental actors, some views are expressed with regard to the process of 
reforms to such laws and policies. 
 
13.3.1 The Process of Law Reform & the Legal Requirements of Consultation with CHTRC and HDCs  
In terms of the applicable laws, particularly the CHT Regional Council Act 1998 and the 
Hill Districts Councils Act 1989, the CHTRC and the HDCs need to be consulted on law-
making for the CHT, and the concerned districts, as the case might be. This legally 
mandated process needs to be followed, both for the sake of adherence to the Rule of 
Law, and, for even more practical considerations, namely, the acceptance of and support 
for the law, on the part of local stakeholders, primarily the indigenous communities 
inhabiting the concerned lands and their peripheries.  
 
The very marginal operationalization of Social Afforestation programmes in the CHT 
illustrates the challenges faced in operationalizing programmes based on law or policy 
that lack public support and confidence.  The CHTRC and the HDCs had no role in the 
framing of the 2004 Social Afforestation Rules. The major demands of the MPFLR-CHT 
and other environmental groups to amend the Rules were rejected. The forest-
dependent communities, led by the MPFLR-CHT, in turn rejected the paradigm of social 
forestry as envisaged in the Rules and the consequent programmes.  And that did not 
produce any wholesome result for the government, or anyone, for that matter. This is a 
crucial lesson to be grasped.       
 
13.3.2 Humanitarian, Human Rights& Practical Considerations: Consultation with & Consent of 

Forest-Dependent Communities  
The many failures of the government in implementing legal and policy measures on 
forest management in the CHT were due, largely, if not exclusively, to the non-
cooperation of the direct stake-holders, particularly, the forest-dependent communities. 
This has been manifested, time and again, such as in the efforts to prevent “non-forest” 
use of the reserved forests, among others. It was repeated in the process of 
implementing the Social Afforestation programmes. It was also the end product, at least 
so far, of the process to create new reserved forests in the 1990s, as the BFD has been 
unable to take possession of much of these lands. Thus, these factors alone, without 
going into the question of the legal and humanitarian bases of such interventions, 
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demonstrate that widespread public rejection of forestry programmes will render such 
efforts largely ineffectual, if not totally a failure, unless the coercive force of law were to 
be invoked, as was the case for the Reingkhyong RF in the late 1960s and early 70s (It 
has been argued, in Chapter II, that interventions of a like nature would be absolutely 
inadvisable in current times, for various reasons). Thus practical considerations too 
suggest that the views of the forest-dependent communities and other such 
stakeholders can and should be incorporated into law and policy provisions, to the 
extent possible.   
 
13.4 Reform of Major Laws & Non-Discriminatory Approaches 
The provisions of various laws related to forest management, including the Forest Act 
1927 (including its subsidiary laws), and contextually also, the Wildlife Protection Act 
2012, the Environment Protection Act 1995 (reforms whereto are not discussed herein) 
and the CHT Regulation 1900 may require scrutiny, revision, reform and effective 
operationalization.  
 
In any such process of reform, the goals of the process need to be pegged on to certain 
standards and principles. The basic principle should be the international norm of 
Equality and Non-Discrimination, based upon a context-appropriate, vulnerability-
sensitive and disadvantaged status-sensitive approach, which ensures equality in 
process and substance, and where necessary, with affirmative action “props”, to ensure 
the inclusion of the excluded and weak, including women, members of numerically small 
ethnic groups, inhabitants of reserved forests and remote areas, groups with marginal 
incomes, and persons with disability. The basic principle of non-discrimination has been 
enshrined in the International Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
(CERD), ratified by Bangladesh, and in the Constitution of Bangladesh, since its 
promulgation in 1972.481 
 
There are two basic sets of standards, in addition to the principle of Equality and Non-
Discrimination, on the basis of which, and judged against the standards of which, legal 
and policy reform should be initiated, monitored and sustained. One of these is the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord of 1997,482 which may anyway be regarded in the nature 
of a policy document, since the Government of Bangladesh, particularly the current 
coalition government under Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, is publicly committed to its 
implementation. The other set of standards are the provisions of the human rights and 
environment-related treaties that Bangladesh is a party to, including those mentioned in 
chapter XI.      
 
13.4.1 De-Colonializing the Forest Act  
The main thrust of the Forest Act 1927, as discussed above in chapter 9.1, is on the 
process of creation of reserved forests, on penal provisions related to reserved, 
protected and “social” forests, on drift timber and so forth, with no formal 
acknowledgement of the rights of forest-dwellers and forest dependent communities, 
other than as revocable licences. However, these provisions on the granting of such 

481See, particularly, articles 2A, 8, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 23 A, 27, 28, 29, 31, 40 and 41. 
 
482 For a detailed discussion of the status of implementation of the CHT Accord of 1997, see: Roy (2007), 
Roy (2008), Roy (2009) and Baer (2011).   
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licences: (a) by an FSO during a process of reservation,483 (b) through a Forest officer’s 
“permission-in-writing;484 and (c) “under any rule made by government”,485 have never 
been invoked.  
 
The proposed revision of the Forest Act through amendments, whose contents are now 
under discussion in an inter-ministerial committee chaired by the Secretary of MOEF, 
unfortunately contain several provisions that suggest a continuation of the policing and 
territorial concept of forestry and contrary to the participatory elements of existing law 
and policy provisions (discussed in chapter XII above).   
 
The developments in India with the adoption of the Scheduled Tribes and Other 
Traditional Forest Dwellers’ (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act 2006are an example of an 
effort to move away from the control and penal-obsessed orientation of the Forest Act 
1927, which India and Pakistan inherited from the British Indian empire, as did 
Bangladesh.  These developments in India could offer eye-opening ideas for Bangladesh. 
 
In addition, the Forest Act 1927, in its application to the CHT, needs to be cross-
referenced to the CHT-specific laws, particularly the CHT Regulation 1900 and the HDC 
Acts 1989 (see chapters XII, 13.4.1, 13.4.2, 13.4.3 and 13.4.4 below).   
 
13.4.2 Village Forest Rules, Forest Transit Rules & Social Forestry Rules 
Among the most important forest-related subsidiary laws under the Forest Act 1927 are 
the Social Afforestation Rules 2004 (discussed in detail in chapter 9.3) and the CHT 
Forest Transit Rules 1973 (discussed in chapter 9.5). The issue of the possible adoption 
of Village Forest Rules, in accordance with section 28 of the Forest Act, has also been 
discussed in detail (chapter 9.2).  
 
The challenges with regard to the contents and operationalization of the Social 
Afforestation Rules and the CHT Transit Rules, discussed, respectively, in chapters 9.3 
and 9.5, may provide several ideas on the provisions that require reform, and changes in 
the manner of application of the Rules.  
 
The same is the case for a future Village Forest Rules for the reserved forests of the CHT. 
The aforesaid chapters also gave some details of the related provisions contained in 
Village Forest Rules and Transit Rules in some states of India (Kerala, Maharashtra and 
Odisha States: see Appendices 9, 10 and 13). The provisions of the aforesaid Rules from 
the concerned Indian states (there may well be several more in other states) provide 
many sound ideas on how possible reforms may be initiated for Bangladesh, including 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts. These are actual examples of laws in operation, and not 
“theoretical” concepts conjured up by researchers. Of course, there may be contextual 
differences, and those can certainly be accounted for and accommodated in any future 
reform and operationalization processes.    
 
Among these, the issue of the Forest Transit Rules is perhaps the most pressing for the 
forest dependent communities, local tree farmers (Jote Owners) and local timber 

483Sections 15(2)(a) and 15(2)(c), Forest Act 1927. 
484 Sections 15(2)(a) and 15(2)(c), Forest Act 1927. 
 
485 Sections 15(2)(a) and 15(2)(c), Forest Act 1927. 
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merchants. Several drafts of proposed new Transit Rules for the CHT have been under 
discussion since 2008.  The latest draft – known as the Draft CHT Forest Transit Rules 
2010 (Appendix 30) – was shared by MOEF with the CHTRC, which sent its written 
proposals, after consultations with Jote owners and local timber merchants on 15 
September 2011(Appendix 31).  The aforesaid proposals were refined further in a 
consultation involving forest dependent communities, representatives of CHT-specific 
institutions and civil society held in Rangamati on 3 March 2016. A copy of the amended 
proposals of civil society, which was agreed to by representatives of the CHTRC and 
some of the HDCs, is annexed to this report (Appendix 34).  
 
The civil society resolution of 3 March 2016 endorsed several proposals already made 
by the CHTRC. In addition, it drew attention to the following, among other matters.  
Firstly, with regard to documents of land titles, it was proposed that it should be the 
chairperson of the HDC, rather than the DC or UNO, who should certify the documents, 
and that title records (“Jamabandi/Khatian”) should replace survey maps, as most of the 
CHT had not undergone a cadastral survey.  
 
Secondly, it was proposed that specific time frames be set, and proposed time frames 
lowered, to ensure that there was no unnecessary delay in the processing of the 
permit/licence.     
 
Thirdly, it was suggested that disputes over land titles should be resolved by the 
chairperson of the HDC, rather than by the DC.  
 
Fourthly, the number of permits, and quantity of timber for which permits could be 
issued, on an urgent basis by lower level officials (Range Officers) should be increased 
manifold. 
 
Fifthly, the transit of timber furniture outside the CHT, which was proposed to be 
brought under the jurisdiction of the DFO (currently exercised both by the DC and by 
the DFO), was now proposed to be dealt with by the chairperson of the HDC. In the case 
of intra-CHT transit, including for NTFT, it was proposed that the Mauza Headman 
should the permission granting authority.     
 
Sixthly, it was proposed that a number of species of trees be excluded from the ambit of 
the Transit Rules, following the example of the Kerala Forest Transit Rules 1975.     
 
13.4.3 Supplementing the Hill Districts Council Acts 
The relevant provisions of the Hill District Councils Acts 1989 on land and forests have 
been discussed in chapter 9.8. In this case, the emphasis, at least in the short run, should 
be on the framing of “soft law”: subsidiary Rules (by the Government, in consultation 
with the concerned Council), Regulations (by the concerned Councils) and the issuance 
of necessary Executive Orders and/or Policy Guidelines (by the MOCHTA, the HDCs, the 
DCs, and perhaps also by the CHT Regional Council, which has supervisory and 
coordinating authority over the HDCs and the general administration). Such Rules, 
Regulations, Guidelines or Council Resolutions could address several pressing issues on 
forest and land administration in the CHT, including safeguards to protect the tenurial 
security of the VCF communities. The HDC, Rangamati took the pioneering step to 
recognize the custom-based rights over a mauza reserve or VCF in 2008 (see Appendix 
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20).  This precedent needs to be followed by its current successor council and the two 
other councils in Khagrachari and Bandarban.   
 
For the short term, reforms to the HDC Acts 1989 themselves are perhaps not necessary. 
However, it would be prudent to attempt to streamline, or “harmonize”, the provisions 
of the Forest Act 1927 (in its application to the CHT) and the CHT Regulation 1900, 
including their respective subsidiary Rules and Regulations, with the provisions of the 
HDC Acts, since the latter is the most recently passed law based upon the CHT Accord of 
1997.  
 
13.4.4 Reforming the CHT Regulation 1900 
The CHT Regulation 1900 contains, among others, various provisions on the 
“regulation” of already existing custom-based land and forest ownership and use 
practices and usages. Drawing upon the provisions of the CHT Accord of 1997, the 
Regulation has been amended twice: once in 2003, to establish civil and criminal courts 
independent of the civil bureaucracy (formerly civil servants acted as civil and criminal 
judges and magistrates), and once again in 2014, to transfer authority on control and 
regulation of jum cultivation from the Deputy Commissioners to the chairpersons of the 
HDCs.  

There is no reason why more such amendments should not be made. The CHT Regional 
Council Act 1998, at section 52(2), expressly provides the following: “If there is any 
inconsistency found in the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation, 1900 and other connected 
Rules and Ordinances, along with the Hill District Councils Act 1989 (Acts 19, 20 and 21 
of 1989), then that inconsistency shall be removed in consultation with the Regional 
Council and its recommendation”. 

In particular, the CHT Regulation provisions on settlements, leases and transfers of land 
and land use (Rules 34, 43, 45A, 45B and 50: see Appendix 1), could be cross-referenced 
with section 64 of the HDC Acts 1989 (see Appendix 6) and other relevant provisions. 
Similarly, the provisions of the CHT Land Acquisition Regulation 1958 – which is 
annexed to the 1900 Regulation – needs to be harmonized with the provisions of section 
64 of the HDC Acts. The 1958 Regulation’s draconian provisions on unfettered Eminent 
Domain powers vested upon the Deputy Commissioner, including to dispense with 
notice during compulsory acquisition (framed during a Martial Law regime in Pakistan) 
are now under challenge in the Supreme Court.486 Dispensing with notice to the affected 
people in such cases would amount to a violation of the basic principle of Natural Justice, 
which is a fundamental principle of Bangladeshi law and several other “Common Law” 
countries.487The government would do well to pre-empt a possible censure by the court 
and amend this Regulation to democratize it, in consonance with the Constitution of 
Bangladesh and within the spirit of the CHT Accord of 1997 and the principles of 
international human rights standards. 
 

486 For a critique of the Eminent Domain principles facilitating unilateral and oppressive acquisitions of land 
by states South and Southeast Asia, see Roy (2012: 70-72).  The CHT Land Acquisition Regulation 1958 was 
framed during the Martial Law regimes under President General Iskander Mirza, aided by General (later 
Field Marshal) Md. Ayub Khan, to facilitate the acquisition of privately held lands that would be inundated 
by the Kaptai Dam.  
 
487 The comparable principle of Natural Justice in common law jurisdictions are known as the “Due Process” 
clause in the USA, in accordance with the Fifth and Fourteenth amendments to the US Constitution.      
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13.5 Policy Revision & Reform  
Along with the reform of statutory laws, including rules, regulations, orders, etc., a 
revision of the relevant Policy instruments will be indispensable to bringing forth 
sustainable forest management, including co-management for the government owned 
forests, particularly the reserved forests.  
 
Major issues concerning the national level policy instruments, including the National 
Forest Policy 1994 and the draft Forest Policy of 2015, have been discussed in detail in 
chapter X, including areas where policy provisions require reform, or contextual and 
appropriate manner of operationalization. Apart from the inclusion of CHT-appropriate 
provisions in the proposed new Forest Policy and the proposed 7th Five Year Plan, 
attempts need to be made to harmonize other national level Policy instruments in which 
CHT and indigenous issues have either not been included or included only in 
insignificant, and occasionally, pejorative, ways.488 Demands were made at the 7 June 
Consultation in Rangamati to include provisions on policy and budgetary support for the 
Mauza Reserves or VCFs (the draft Forest Policy of 2015 already makes a reference to 
the VCFs).  
 
13.6 Promoting the Customary Regimes  
Chapter 9.9 above has outlined the differing status of customary land and resource 
rights in the reserved forests, where such rights are virtually denied, and in other parts 
of the CHT, where they enjoy a relatively high status, but yet with unjustified curbs and 
minimalization. Since such rights are generally closely related to inter-generally 
sustainable and ecologically sound land and forest-use patterns, their promotion will 
benefit both the state and the forest-dependent indigenous peoples and communities.  
 
These rights are also closely related to the concerned peoples’ traditional knowledge, 
innovations and practices that are conducive to the maintenance of biological diversity, 
as acknowledged in the Convention on Biological Diversity, Agenda 21 – adopted at the 
first Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 - and in the Forest Principles appended to 
the Rio Declaration. Other declarations emerging from indigenous peoples’ own 
international processes, parallel to the relevant United Nations processes, have also 
brought forth clearly articulated visions and priorities of indigenous peoples, including 
in the Kari-Oca Declaration 1992,489the Kimberley Declaration 2002,490the Kari-Oca II 
Declaration 2012,491 and the Alta Outcome Document 2013.492The words of wisdom 
emanating from the aforesaid global-level processes (which also included 
representation from Bangladesh, including the CHT)and captured in the aforesaid 
Declarations, need to be taken on board too.   
 

488 See, Tripura (2014). 
 
489 See http://www.tebtebba.org/index.php/all-resources/category/92-unced-conference [Accessed 31 
July 2015].  
 
490 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/dsd/dsd_aofw_mg/mg_indipeop_declarations.shtml 
[Accessed 31 July 2015].  
 
491 http://www.redd-monitor.org/2012/06/20/kari-oca-ii-declaration-indigenous-peoples-at-rio-20-
reject-the-green-economy-and-redd/ [Accessed 31 July 2015].  
 
492 http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/wc/AdoptedAlta_outcomedoc_EN.pdf [Accessed 31 
July 2015].  
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Customary laws, including on forests and other lands and resources thereon, already 
have a strong footing in the CHT laws. The challenge is to sustain the enabling 
conditions to facilitate their free exercise, for the benefit of the peoples and 
communities concerned, and for the interests of forest conservation and biodiversity 
protection and enhancement. Subsidiary legal support – in Rules, Regulations, 
Guidelines, Policies and Executive Resolutions and Orders – and commensurate 
budgetary and programmatic support are extremely crucial in this regard. In some 
respects, such as for the VCFs, these measures are more urgent than amendments 
tomajor laws.  
 
13.7 Roadmap for Law, Policy & Programme Review: Key Institutions & Bodies 
Although somewhat presumptive at this stage to suggest a structured timeline for law, 
policy and programmatic revision, particularly on Law and Policy Review, the following 
paragraphs nevertheless attempt to provide a “roadmap” towards such review, 
involving all relevant actors.  
 
The ultimate responsibility in taking forward such a process, particularly on Law and 
Policy matters, will necessarily vest upon the most directly relevant national 
institutions, namely, MOCHTA and MOEF. The exact timing of such a process or 
processes will also ultimately depend upon these two nodal agencies. However, the 
roles of other actors in such a process are also very crucial, including sub-institutions of 
the aforesaid two ministries, and civil society organizations and networks. Among the 
former are the BFD (under MOEF) and the CHTRC, the HDCs and the traditional 
institutions (under MOCHTA). 
 
Among the aforesaid three CHT-specific institutions, the central role of the CHTRC needs 
to be borne in mind, both on account of its being the premier regional institution, and on 
account of its legally sanctioned consultative role in legislation.  In addition, the roles of 
the HDCs are crucial, including on account of their administrative roles in land and 
forest management (Protected Forests, USFs and Jum Cultivation) and on account of the 
mandatory requirement of obtaining their consent on land settlements, land transfers 
and compulsory land acquisitions. 
 
Likewise, the roles of the traditional institutions (particularly Circle Chiefs and Mauza 
Headmen) are very important, particularly in the case of the mauza reserves (VCFs) and 
other customary commons (Jum lands, non-VCF forest areas within mauzas, grasslands 
and grazing lands) and tree plantations (Jote Lands).  
 
Among the latter - i.e., civil society bodies - going by the active role they have played in 
recent years, the roles of the following are particularly relevant, namely, BIPNet-CCBD 
(at the national level) and the MPFLR-CHT (at the national and regional levels). BIPNet-
CCBD has gained crucial experience in dealing with forest and Climate Change related 
issues at both international levels (participating in Climate Change processes, including 
REDD+, and in the Biodiversity Convention processes) and at national levels. It has also 
developed a close working relationship with the BFD through engagements in the 
REDD+ process, and dialogues between BIPNet-CCBD and the BFD are ongoing, 
including on reforms to the CHT Forest Transit Rules in particular, and on laws, policies 
and programmes in the forestry sector, in general.  
 



 142 

Similarly, the role of the MPFLR-CHT is crucial, among others, on account of its long 
involvement in engaging at national and regional levels on forestry sector law and policy 
matters, and on account of its leadership role among, and influence over, indigenous 
peoples and forest-dependent communities. The very marginal extent of Social 
Afforestation programmes in the CHT was caused, or contributed to, by the MPFLR-
CHT’s rejection of the Social Afforestation laws and programmes, which the organization 
deems to be unsuitable in its current framework for the CHT.  
 
In the same vein, the role of the representative bodies of the traditional institutions, 
including the CHT Headmen’s Network and the district and/or Circle-level Headmen’s 
Associations, should be considered in a serious manner. Other lesser known 
organizations, including of Village Karbaries and the newly formed CHT Women 
Headmen’s and Karbaries’ Network, should also be regarded as key stakeholders. 
Without the active support of the aforesaid voluntary bodies, the success of any 
government-led forestry programme may be compromised and rendered ineffective.  
 
Lastly, but certainly not the least, is the real and potential role of UNDP and other UN 
agencies and the role of the development partners of GOB (USAID and other bilateral 
development agencies, and multilateral lending agencies like the World Bank and the 
Asian Development Bank). The aforesaid development partners of Bangladesh can also 
play a crucial role in the review process, particularly for programmatic issues, through 
funding imperatives, but also in the process of Law and Policy review, in their role as 
facilitative agencies. Several of these agencies have Indigenous Peoples and Forestry 
policies, like the World Bank and the ADB. The prestige of the United Nations, and the 
expertise of its agencies, funds and programmes, particularly UNDP, but also including 
FAO, WFP, IFAD, UNICEF and UNEP, and others, can also play a positive role in this 
process.  UNDP’s close involvement with REDD+ processes can be a major catalyst in 
this regard. 
 
13.7.1 Roadmap for Law Review: Major Instruments & Subordinate (“Minor”) Laws 
Among the major laws that may be reformed to facilitate CHT-appropriate reform are 
both major instruments, including the CHT Regulation 1900 (only the Sections and not 
the Rules), Forest Act 1927, the Wildlife (Safety & Protection) Protection Act 2012 and 
the CHT Land Commission law of 2001. Amendments to these instruments will require 
either the passage of a bill in parliament, or the passage of an ordinance by the President 
when parliament is not in session, but which must be ratified by parliament at a 
subsequent session (a regular feature of the process of major legislation in Bangladesh).   
 
With regard to amendments to the Forest Act 1927, a process is ongoing at the time of 
writing of this report (discussed in chapter XII above). Once the ongoing inter-
ministerial consultations are concluded, the MOEF is expected to send a proposed draft 
for approval by cabinet and then to parliament. It is important that the major CHT 
stakeholders, including the CHT-specific councils, the traditional institutions and the 
CSOs (including the MPFLR-CHT and BIPNet-CCBD) are a part of the consultations. Some 
of these stakeholders obtained an opportunity to attend two of such inter-ministerial 
consultations hosted by the MOEF, on 27 December 2015 and 14 January 2016. Their 
continuing engagement in such processes is extremely crucial towards ensuring that the 
forthcoming amendments to the 1927 law do not adversely affect the rights and 
interests of the forest dependent communities.   
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With regard to amendments to the substantive parts of the CHT Regulation (including 
sections and major Act and Regulations appended to it), there seems to be no specific 
time-bound agenda specified by the major actors concerned, namely the GOB and the 
CHTRC, although the removal of inconsistencies between the Regulation and the HDC 
Acts is mentioned both in the CHT Accord of 1997 and in the CHTRC Act 1998.  
 
Since legislation on the CHT, in general, and on amendments to the CHT Regulation in 
particular, necessary involves the CHTRC – which is mandated to advise the GOB in this 
regard – the major initiatives need to be taken by the CHTRC.  
 
Among the most important land and forest-related matters are (a) the overlapping and 
concurrent jurisdictions of the DCs, HDCs and the BFD, over Land and Forest matters 
and (b) the draconian provisions of the CHT Land Acquisition Regulation 1958. 
 
The matter of the DCs’ near-arbitrary authority over land and forest matters (excluding 
the RFs) needs to be addressed. Some of these matters may be addressed by amending 
the Rules under the CHT Regulation, which will be mentioned below in chapter 13.7. But 
other matters may need to be addressed by amending the sections of the CHT 
Regulation, which provide unrestricted authority to the DC, which run counter to the 
exercise of authority of the HDCs in land-related matters, and, to a lesser extent, the 
authority of the BFD with regard to forest-related matters, particularly in the so-called 
“USF” areas (Circle-Mauza lands outside the RFs).  
 
Many of these provisions, and particularly the provisions of the CHT land Acquisition 
regulation 1958, are contrary to the letter and spirit of the CHT Accord of 1997 and the 
Accord-resultant laws (CHTRC Act and HDC Acts), and are out of step with the Principles 
of Natural Justice (similar to the American Principle of Due Process), regarding 
insufficient notice to those affected by compulsory acquisition and the absence of appeal 
and review opportunities by those adversely affected.  
 
In contrast, amendments to legal instruments that are generally known as “subordinate 
laws” or “delegated laws”, in legal and administrative jargon, generally require a far less 
stringent process of enactment, and these may be done by ministries, generally with the 
vetting of the Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs, without involving the 
cabinet, parliament and president.  
 
Among these subordinate or delegated laws are the CHT Regulation 1900 (only the 
Rules and not the Sections). Foremost among these are the Rules related to land and 
Forest matters. The MOCHTA has recently amended the Rules regarding Control and 
Regulation of Jum Cultivation and Collection of Jum Tax (Rules 41, 42), excluding the 
subject from the jurisdiction of the DC and transferring the same to the chairperson of 
the HDC.  
 
Similar measures may be taken with regard to other matters, particularly the process of 
providing land grants (settlements, leases, etc.), which, following the letter and spirit of 
the HDC Acts 1989 (particularly section 64), are a matter which ought to be dealt with 
by the HDCs, and not the DCs.      
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Other important subsidiary laws that require amendments are the CHT Forest Transit 
Rules 1973, the Social Afforestation Rules 2004 and Village Forest Rules, all of them 
being a subsidiary matter under the Forest Act 1927.   
 
A tabular rendering of a proposed Law Review Roadmap is contained in Tables 27 and 
28 series in the annexe, with Tables 27A, 27B, 27C and 27D dealing with major laws, and 
Tables 28A, 28B, 28C and 28D, dealing with minor or “subordinate” laws.  
 
13.7.2 Roadmap for Policy Review  
The process of the review of policies is somewhat similar to the process of subordinate 
laws and generally do not require endorsement of cabinet, parliament and the 
president, except in limited circumstances, perhaps such as in the case of the Five Year 
Plans. Among the most important policies, particularly those that are currently in the 
process of reform, or are likely to be adopted or reformed soon are the National Forest 
Policy, the Forestry Master Plan, the 7th Five Year Plan and the developments related to 
UN REDD.  
 
Tables 29series in the annexe outlines some of the necessary processes and likely time 
frames on a possible Policy Review Roadmap, including revisions to the Forestry Master 
Plan, the National Forests Policy, the National Environment Policy, other relevant 
sectoral policies, and inputs into the 7th Five Year Plan (which will revise the current 6th 
Five Year Plan).    
 
13.7.3 Roadmap for Programmatic Review  
Reviews of existing programmes and the adoption of new programmes that directly deal 
with, or have a bearing on forest, environment and watershed management issues may 
involve both executive and implementation agencies, and funding agencies, whether 
governmental, non-governmental or inter-governmental, whether bilateral or 
multilateral. An exhaustive discussion of the issue, particularly with regard to future 
programmes, is beyond the scope of this study, and beyond the expertise of the report 
writer.  
 
It will hopefully suffice here to mention that an exhaustive treatment of the subject 
matter will require in-depth analyses of the sectoral priorities and exigencies of the 
Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Planning of the government (much will also 
depend upon the contents of the 7th Five Year Plan and the annual budgets of the GOB), 
the annual or other periodical negotiations between the GOB and its “donors” and 
“lenders”, the priorities of major funders, including bilateral development partners of 
Bangladesh (“donors”) and the multilateral lending agencies, including the World Bank 
and Asian Development Bank (which are related to the annual and other negotiations 
between GOB and its funding partners).        
 
As for the existing programmes that are related to, or have openings for, forestry, 
environment, watershed management and Climate Change issues in the CHT, again, 
much would depend upon the source of the funds, i.e., whether they are funded with the 
GOB’s own resources or are based upon loans or grants from non-Bangladeshi funding 
agencies (bilateral or multilateral, lenders or grant providers).  
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Nevertheless, going by existing projects and programmes in the forestry and related 
sectors in the CHT and those that support, or impinge upon, forestry issues (e.g., road 
building, tourism, industry and mono plantation projects), the major programmes 
include forestry programmes and projects of the GOB, Climate Change related projects 
funded by the Trust Funds under the MOEF, proposed programmes under UN REDD and 
other REDD+ processes, along with other large land-use programmes and projects 
implemented by major development agencies of the GOB, with GOB or external funding, 
and capacity building projects involving one or other of the major “actors” in the 
forestry sector. Tables 31A and 31B in the annexe provides some outlines of a possible 
Programme Review Roadmap in this regard.     
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XIV. CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS: 
CAPACITY RAISING OF MAJOR STAKEHOLDERS 

 
 
Bringing forth the required changes in the relevant laws, policies and programmes will 
require political will on the part of the government and willingness on the part of forest-
dependent communities and other major non-governmental stakeholders to engage in 
formal and informal dialogues.  
 
In the case of the reserved forests, there is no alternative but to forge co-management 
initiatives involving the government and the forest-dependent indigenous peoples in a 
partnership that is mutually respectful and equitable. In the case of the Mauza Reserves 
or VCFs and other forested lands outside the RFs, the best strategy may be to leave 
forest management substantively in the hands of the forest-dependent indigenous 
communities, led by the traditional institutions of Karbari, Headman and Chief. 
 
The formal CHT legal regime already caters to the customary regime to a substantial 
degree. The remaining fetters can and should be removed. Therefore, in the non-
reserved forest lands, including the VCFs, what is more important than formal law 
reform, is policy, programmatic, extension and budgetary support for capacity-raising 
and livelihood security.  
 
Thus, capacity raising of all relevant actors should be one of the most important 
priorities on the agenda of the government, the private sector and UN agencies, amongst 
others. Efforts in this direction should include direct support to the traditional 
institutions and to the VCF committees and other civil society organizations and 
networks. The raising of their organizational capacities will definitely pay rich dividends 
for sustainable forest management.  At present, these institutions and organizations 
virtually receive no support from governmental and UN sources, whereby the efficacy of 
their role in sustainable forest management is being compromised.  
 
Similarly, the capacities of the BFD personnel need to be enhanced. Capacity 
enhancement of the BFD should not be restricted to logistical, manpower and budgetary 
support. The needs of attitudinal changes have to be addressed.493 Therefore, rather 
than focusing solely on the conventional training of foresters – involving coercive Forest 
Protection roles, methods of making forest inventories, timber assessment, 
measurement, extraction and transit processes –social skills from sociological 
disciplines need to be inculcated, in order to facilitate a mutually respectful and 
beneficial relationship with forest-dependent communities.  
 
The old and out-dated quasi-police orientation of the Bangladesh Forest Department 
needs to be discarded in favour of community-friendly approaches. It ought to be 
emphasized that, to have a huge area of the country, including the CHT, documented as a 
“forest” in land records, is not good enough. The definition of “forest” needs to be 
transformed from the static “what the government calls a forest is a forest” to 

493 In her Ph.D. dissertation on Social Forestry in Bangladesh at McGill University, Canada (unpublished), 
based on field research on Social Forestry programmes in Bangladesh, Prof. Dr. Sadeka Halim (Department 
of Sociology, University of Dhaka and former Information Commissioner of Bangladesh) observed that 
junior BFD officials were more open to participatory methods of forest management than their senior 
colleagues.  
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orientations drawn from biological diversity, landscape, environment, Climate Change 
and cultural contexts. That can only happen if the forest-dependent indigenous peoples’ 
and communities’ worldviews and cultural traditions are treated with respect. 
 
Although Capacity Building or Capacity Raising activities are undertaken both by 
government agencies, such as through training and orientation programmes and 
through participation at foreign, national and local conferences and workshops, and by 
donor organizations and non-governmental actors, such as on training and other 
workshops and consultations, the aforesaid activities are nowhere near the level of 
support required, and often ignore crucial sectors, both on account of funding 
constraints and on account of disproportionate focus on competing themes and sectors.  
 
The following paragraphs discuss some of the crucial capacity raising needs of the 
different actors mentioned above, and the likely role that governmental, non-
governmental, UN, donor and lending agencies can play, in this regard. 
 
14.1 Capacity Raising of Government Officials  
The Capacity-raising of the organs and agencies of the GOB, both that deal with forestry 
and related sectors and issues (such as the MOEF and its agencies) and those that deal 
with the CHT institutions of governance and development (particularly the MOCHTA, 
but also including the civil servants posted at district and sub-district levels, along with 
several other national and sub-national line agencies of the GOB), has important positive 
and negative implications on forestry and related issues for the CHT. This report writer 
would not like to go so far as to propose a “roadmap” in this regard, but would like to 
certainly “flag” this issue as a crucial one.  
 
In the case of the BFD, some of the imperatives in this regard have already been briefly 
mentioned in above in this chapter, where the need to re-orient the BFD from its 
“policing” tradition to that of a facilitative agency offering expert extension services 
(such as to the indigenous forest dependent communities and tree planters) was 
highlighted.  
 
In the case of other government personnel posted in the CHT or who deal with CHT 
issues at divisional and national levels, similar orientation to CHT specificities, including 
its unique self government system with its primacy of customary institutions, laws and 
practices, would greatly enhance synergy in the institutional interplay concerning 
forestry and related development and governance sectors. Formal training in the civil 
and military training institutions at national levels, orientation before and during the 
posting of governmental personnel in the CHT (also including military and para-military 
forces), could reap several benefits for sustainable forestry in the CHT. On a smaller 
scale, the training and orientation programmes conducted by ILO, in partnership with 
MOCHTA, on the ILO Convention No. 107 on Indigenous and Tribal Populations of 1957, 
may be regarded as a singular best practice in this regard.   
 
The Capacity-Raising component of UNDP’s former project on the CHT, implemented by 
UNDP-CHTDF, had several activities in this regard, seeking to enhance the relevant 
capacity of MOCHTA, and the key relevant governance and development agencies in the 
CHT, including the sub-MOCHTA institutions (CHTRC, HDC and traditional institutions) 
and non-governmental actors (NGOs).  
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This component is no longer “on the cards”, with the downgrading of the UNDP-CHTDF, 
based on donor and GOB exigencies (to put it briefly, and without “pointing fingers” and 
indulging in a “blame-game”). This report writer would like to emphasize that the 
expected goals of this initiative were far from the stage of achieving maturity, when it 
was discontinued. At least some of its major components need to be re-introduced, at 
least in the case of the traditional institutions and NGOs, who have little or no access to 
funds for raising their capacities, after the “wrapping up” of the Capacity Building 
component of UNDP’s project.  This gap needs to be filled, by the GOB, from its own 
funds, and better still, with at least some level of support from its development partners, 
including UNDP, USAID, the European Commission and other major bilateral and 
multilateral development agencies. 
 
Tables 32A and 32B in the annexe contains some specific proposals on the manner of 
capacity raising of relevant government officials and key institutions, including 
MOCHTA, MOEF and the BFD.  
 
14.2 Capacity Raising of Regional & District Councils 
Despite the provisions of the CHT Accord of 1997 and the post-Accord laws on the 
CHTRC and the HDCs, the aforesaid councils are yet to play their expected role in the 
administration of the CHT and particularly with regard to land and forest administration 
(the HDCs to play an administrative role and the CHTRC to supervise the HDCs and 
other CHT institutions). 
 
The failure or refusal of the GOB to devolve adequate authority to the HDCs on Land and 
Forests (which are legally mandated subjects under the HDCs) is a major impediment in 
this regard. However, this may be a primary cause of the weak role of the HDCs in land 
and forest administration and management, but not the sole cause. The lack of capacity 
of the HDCs with regard to land and forest matters is also a major factor behind such a 
state of affairs. Such shortcomings are apparent in two aspects of the HDCs current 
pattern of functions.  
 
Firstly, the HDCs have been unable to formulate regulations on the matters under their 
jurisdiction (Land & Forest), along with their inability to have the GOB pass requisite 
rules to “flesh out” the provisions of the enabling laws. Positive changes in this regard 
will require both strategic framing of regulations and executive orders (which can be 
exercised with reasonable freedom) and proactive lobbying with the GOB to frame rules 
and to issue executive orders to facilitate the coordination of the activities of the district 
and sub-district administration officials and the BFD.  Retired GOB officials can be easily 
hired as consultants to help them.  
 
Secondly, the HDCs do not have the concerned personnel with the requisite knowledge 
and training to facilitate their desired role. This shortcoming can be overcome in two, 
among other ways. One way is to have BFD officials seconded to them under “lien” from 
the BFD. The other is to hire staff with necessary expertise (e.g., retired BFD and other 
GOB officials or other land and forestry experts) from their own funds (their earnings 
from local taxes and rates, e.g.). 
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Table 32B in the annexe contains some specific proposals on the manner of capacity 
raising of the CHTRC and the HDCs.  
 
14.3 Capacity Raising of Traditional Institutions 
Among all the CHT-specific institutions, the traditional institutions are the ones that are 
the ones that are most directly related to the administration and management of forests 
and other customarily held lands, but they are also the ones that receive the least 
logistical and financial support from the government. Consequently, they are not only 
under-funded but under-staffed. This has had severely negative consequences on their 
service delivery, including in terms of justice administration and the management and 
administration of customary forests and other collectively used lands.  
 
Among the only logistical and administrative support that they had recently received 
was from the Capacity Building component of CHTDF-UNDP’s CHT project, whose 
support has been sharply toned down in recent times. The support that they receive 
from UNDP, with the financial backing of USAID is virtually the only backing that they 
currently receive with regard to their administrative functions, apart from the meagre 
honoraria and shares of land and other revenue earnings.  
 
With regard to the management of the VCFs and other collectively used lands – jum 
lands, grasslands, grazing lands and other untitled mauza lands – they play the most 
“hands-on” role in land and forest management in the CHT. It is therefore crucial that 
their roles are facilitated with logistical, manpower and other related support. Unless 
their role receives the necessary support, the management of VCFs and other 
community lands are bound to deteriorate.  
 
The enhancement of the area of VCFs and the strengthening of community support for 
the conservation of the VCFs and other community lands is the direct result of the 
capacity building support that they recently received through CHTDF-UNDP. It is 
therefore crucial that such support be revived, strengthened and expanded.  
 
At a Scoping Workshop held at the Chakma Raj Office on 16 and 17 November 2011, with 
the support of UNDP-CHTDF, representatives of clients and other service receivers of 
the aforesaid office strongly urged the concerned authorities to provide financial, 
logistical, manpower and infrastructural support to the office to facilitate better service 
delivery to the general public.  
 
Table 32C in the annexe contains some specific proposals on the manner of capacity 
raising of the traditional institutions.  
 
14.4 Capacity Raising of Civil Society Organizations & Networks (inc. NGOs) 
The role of civil society organizations and networks – including local NGOs and mass-
based organizations, including the MPFLR-CHT and the CHT Headmen’s Network– has 
been crucial in raising awareness about environmental and human rights issues in the 
CHT. The role of these organizations and networks in strengthening the capacities of the 
traditional institutions and local communities, including through their training 
programmes, has played a vital role in the promotion of human rights – including 
women’s rights – and the mainstreaming of forest and environmental issue in the CHT.  
These organizations and networks have received some support in recent years from 
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MJF, ALRD and a few other national NGOs, but the financial support has been sporadic 
and piecemeal. In order to promote forest and land issues in the CHT, the role of these 
organizations need to be sustained and strengthened. They fill up the much-needed gap 
that unfortunately remains due to the neglect of the government.  
 
Table 32C in the annexe contains some specific proposals on the manner of capacity 
raising of NGOs, CSOs and other key stakeholders concerning forests.   
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Table 1 

 Provisions of the Forest Act 1927 

Subject Provisions Major 
Sections 

Related  
Sections 

Remarks 

Reserved 
Forests 

Ch II 

Process of Reservation 04-20 

Proceedings by the FSO 06-17 

Appeal to Div. Com.  17-18 11, 12, 
15, 16, 

19 

Revision by Govt. of Arrangements by FSO on (a) 
Conferring Right of Pasture & Forest Produce to Other 
Forest-Tract: Sec. 15(2)(a); (b) Exclude Forest Land for 
benefit of Claimants: Sec.15(2)(b); (c) Continuance of Rights 
to Pasture or Forest Produce 

22 15, 18 

Within 5 
Years of 
Notificati
on under 
S. 20 

Offences relating to RFs 26 

De-Notification of RF 27 

Village Forests 

Formation of Village Forest  28(1) 

Rules for Management of VF  28(2) 

Social Forestry Social Forestry on Govt Land or Private Land Assigned to 
Govt 

28A(1) 

Assignment by Govt 28A(2) 

Rules of Social Forestry 28A(4) 

Protected Forests Ch IV 

Notification as a Protected Forest 29 

Enquiry & Record thru Survey & Settlement or Other Manner  29(3) 

Enquiry & Record kept pending “without [abridging] or 
[affecting] … rights of individuals of communities” 

29(3) 

Reservation of Trees or Class of Trees 30(a) 

Suspend Rights up to 30 Years, if Remaining Lands allow 
Exercise of Rights 

30(b) 

Prohibit Quarrying, Land Clearing, etc.  
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Table 2 
Major Provisions of Land & Forest Related Laws in the CHT 

(Apart from the Forest Act and Related Rules) 

Subject Matter Legal Provision 

Settlements & Leases (General) Rule 34, CHT Regulation; Section 64, HDC Acts 1989 

Homesteads Plots of Hill People Rule 50 (1 and 2), CHT Regulation 

Jum Cultivation Rules 34B, 41, 42, CHT Regulation 

Mauza Reserves (VCFs) Rule 41A, CHT Regulation 

Collection of Taxes Rules 42,43,45, CHT Regulation; Section 65, HDC Acts 

Resumption of Land for Public Purposes Rule 50, CHT Regulation 

Compulsory Acquisition of Lands CHT Land Acquisition Regulation, 1958 

Role of HDCs in Land Administration Sections 22, 64, Schedule I,  HDC Acts, 1989 

Survey & Land Records CHT Land Khatian Ordinance 1984 

Water Courses Rule 34A, CHT Regulation 

Grasslands Rules 45, 45A, CHT Regulation 

Grazing Lands Rules 45B, CHT Regulation 

Resolution of Land Disputes CHT Land Commission Act 2001 

Source:  
Adapted from Raja Devasish Roy, Background Study on the Chittagong Hill Tracts Land Situation, 

CARE- Bangladesh, Rangamati, June, 2004, p. 24 
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Table 3 

Overview of Important Laws related to Management of Forests in CHT & Challenges 
(Contents & Application) 

Law Provision Content Status Challenge 

FA 
1927 

Major Enabling 
Law on Forests Penal Orientation 

Invoked for (a) creating 
Reserved Forests, (b) 

Regulating Timber 
Transit; and (c) Criminal 

Prosecution 

Participatory Forest 
Management Weak 

Not Harmonized with 
CHT Reg. 1900 & HDC 

Acts 1989 

VF 
Rules 

S. 28, FA 1927 
provides for 
framing of 

Rules on VFs 

Formation of 
Village Forests in 
RFs &Assignment 
of Rights Villages 

Community 

Not Framed Framing VF Rules in 
consultation with 
CHTRC & Others 

SF 
Rules 
2004 

Framed under 
S. 28A, FA 1927 
(intro: 2004); 
Amended in 

2010 

Creating 
Plantations on 

Degraded Forest 
Land 

a. Forest-Dependent
Communities’ Views 

ignored before 
enactment; 

b. Application to CHT
questioned by CHTRC & 

Forest-Dependent 
Communities 

Resolving Dispute 
over Application & 

Considering Adoption 
of Separate Rules for 

CHT 

CHT 
Transit 
Rules 
1973 

Regulates 
Extraction & 

Export of 
Timber from 

CHT 

Complex Rules, 
Facilitate Delays & 
Corruption & Lead 
to Disincentives to 

Local Tree 
Farmers 

Draft Rules under 
process of Consultation 

with CHTRC & Other 
Stakeholders 

Narrowing Differences 
of Perspectives 

between BFD, Tree 
Growers & Timber 

Merchants 

WPA 
2012 

Protection of 
Wildlife 

Notification of 
Protected Areas & 

Penalties for 
Infringements 

Forest-Dependent 
Communities’ Views 

Ignored before 
Enactment 

Partial Amendments 
to suit CHT Context 

CHT 
Reg 

1900 

Major Enabling 
Law on CHT 

Administration 

Mauza Reserves & 
Other Customary 

Lands Managed by 
Headmen under 

Supervision 

Often Ignored by Policy 
Makers, esp. Customary 

Rights 

Harmonizing 
provisions 

with HDC Acts 1989 

HDC 
Acts 
1989 

Enabling Law 
for HDCs 

Management of 
Lands & Forests 

Forest & Jum related 
Issues Unaddressed 

Transferring Land & 
Forest to HDC 

Formation of Policies 
& Guidelines 
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Table 4 

SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) 

Analysis of Existing Forest Policy of Bangladesh 

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities 
(To Improve) 

Threats 
(In Implementation) 

* Recognizing the
importance of

people’s 
participation in 

several of its 
provisions. 

* Directives to
extensive 

utilization of 
vacant and bare 

land area for 
forestry purposes. 

* Recognizing the
importance of

NGO involvement 
in forestry 

management. 

* Recognition of
gender role in
forestry sector

* Policy was not
formulated in a 

bottom-up 
manner. This is 

why local people’s 
views were not 

properly reflected. 

* Climate change
implications of 

forestry in 
Bangladesh are 

not addressed at 
all. 

* Recognition and
encouragement of 
extensive research 
on forestry issues. 

* Directives to
increase the

capacity of forestry 
research 

organizations and 
public universities. 

* At current pace it
is difficult to obtain 
a 20% forest land 
area under forest 

cover by 2015. 

* Corruption of
forestry staff

(Muhammedet al. 
2008). 

* Lack of proper
collaboration

among 
implementation 

agencies. 

* Conflict among
cross-sectoral

policies 
(Choudhury, 

2008) 

* Lack of
technically sound 

manpower. 

Source: 

Reproduced from:M. MahbubulAlam,  
‘Evolution of Forest Policies in Bangladesh: A Critical Analysis’, 

International Journal of Social Forestry (IJSF),  
2009 2(2), pp. 149-166, at p. 159 
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Table 5 

Tribal, Non-Tribal & Total Population of Chittagong Hill Tracts 
1872-2011 (Census Reports)  

Census 
Year 

Tribal 
Pop 

Non-Tribal 
Pop 

Total 
CHT Pop 

Tribal % 
ofCHT Pop 

Non-Tribal % 
ofCHT Pop 

1872 61,957 1,097 63,054 98.26 01.74 

1901 116,063 8,762 124,825 92.98 07.02 

1951 261,538 26,150 287,688 90.91 09.09 

1961 265,704 119,375 385,079 69 31 

1974 372,526 135,67 508,199 73.3 26.70 

1981 441,774 309,918 751,692 58.77 41.23 

1991 501,144 473,301 974,445 51.43 48.57 

2001 592,977 738,989 1,331,966 45 55 

2011 845,541 752,690 1,598,231 53 47 

Source: 

Raja Devasish Roy, The ILO Convention on Indigenous and Tribal Populations, 1957 (No. 107) and the 
Laws of Bangladesh: A Comparative Review, International Labour Standards Department, ILO 
Geneva and ILO Office in Dhaka, 2016 (forthcoming). 

NB: Figures for Census Years 1872, 1901, 1951, 1981 & 1991 were collected from Shapan Adnan, 
Migration, Land Alienation and Ethnic Conflict: Causes of Poverty in the Chittagong Hill Tracts of 
Bangladesh, Research & Advisory Services, Dhaka, 2004, at page 243.  The source for the 2001 
Census is Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, Statistical Year Book of Bangladesh, 2010, Dhaka, June 
2011 (Table 2.03, page 33; Table 2.15, page 49). The concerned figures have been tabulated by 
aggregating and disaggregating them, as required. The figures for the 2011 Census have been 
obtained from Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, Population and Housing Census (2011), Community 
Report 2012 (Table C-12), Dhaka, 2012. Nyo Hla Maung, of Maleya Foundation is thanked for his 
kind assistance in this tabulation. 
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Table 6 

Categories of Settlements & Leases 

Use of Land Identity of Lessee Nature of  
Grant 

Granting 
Authority 

Approving 
Authority 

Amount 
(Acres) 

Homestead 
(Rural) 

Hillman Freehold Headman Up to 
.30 

acre 

Residential 
Purposes 

Deserving Persons Leasehold DC HDC Unspe
cified 

Homestead 
(Urban) 

Deserving Persons Leasehold DC HDC Up to 
.30 

acre 

Plough 
Cultivation 

a. Hillmen Residents

b. Non-Hillmen Residents

Freehold 
DC HDC 

Up to 
5 

acres 

Grove Plantation 
(Fruit Trees & 
Other Trees) 

a. Hillmen Residents

b. Non-Hillmen Residents
Freehold DC HDC 

Up to 
10 

acres 

Rubber or Other 
Commercial 
Plantation 

a. Hillmen Residents

b. Non-Hillmen Residents

c. Any Person

Leasehold DC HDC 
Up to 

25 
acres 

Rubber or Other 
Commercial 
Plantation 

a. Hillmen Residents

b. Non-Hillmen Residents

c. Any Person

Leasehold Div. Com HDC 
25-
100 

acres 

Rubber or Other 
Commercial 
Plantation 

a. Hillmen Residents

b. Non-Hillmen Residents

c. Any Person

Leasehold 
GOB 

HDC 

Above 
100 

acres 

Industries Deserving Industrialist Leasehold DC HDC 5-10 
acres 

Source: 
Adapted from Raja Devasish Roy, Background Study on the Chittagong Hill Tracts Land Situation, 

CARE- Bangladesh, Rangamati, June, 2004, p. 24 
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Table 7 

Soil Distribution in the Chittagong Hill Tracts 

Parent Material Location Soil Series Percentage 
of 

CHT Area 

Hill Soils 

Consolidated Shales 
Sandstones and Siltstone  

(Surma-Tipam) 

Higher Hill Ranges Sandy Loam 
Silty Clay Loam 70% 

Unconsolidated Sandstone 
& Siltstone 

(Dupi-Tila Sands and Clays) 

Lower Hill Ranges Sandy or Silty Loam 
Sandy Clay Loam 26% 

Alluvial Soils 

Slope Run-off 
Stream-borne Sediment 

High River Banks 
Terraces 

Valley Bottoms 
Floodplains 

Silt Loam 
layered with 
Sandy Loam 

Silty Clay Loam 
Layered with 

Clay 

4% 

Source: 

Adapted from Forestal (1966) and Brammer (1986) as cited in  
Asian Development Bank, Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional Development Plan, 

Final Report No. 4, Rangamati (2001), p. 8  

& 

Reproduced in Raja Devasish Roy,  
Background Study on the Chittagong Hill Tracts Land Situation, 

CARE- Bangladesh, Rangamati, June, 2004, p. 11 



166 

Table 8 

Classification of Areas in the Chittagong Hill Tracts  
according to  

Soil Type & Suitable Mode of Cultivation (1964-66) 
(Excluding Reserved Forests) 

    Class Slope 
(Percentage) 

Total Area 
(in Hectares) 

Percentage 
of CHT Area 

Types of  
Land Use 

Land Use 
Limitations 

A < 5 30,969 3.1 All-Purpose 
Agriculture 

Few Limitations 

B 5 – 20 27,488 2.7 Terrace 
Agriculture 

Moderate 
Limitations 

C 20 – 40 148,482 14.7 

Mostly 
Horticulture & 
Partly Forestry 

Severe 
Limitations 

D > 40 735,882 72.9 Only Forestry Very Severe 
Limitations 

C-D 40 – 50 12,970 1.3. Horticulture & 
Forestry 

Complex of 

C and D 

53,535 5.3 Settlement & 
Water 

Total 1,009,326 100 

Source: 

Forestal Forestry and Engineering International Limited,  
Chittagong Hill Tracts: Soil and Land Use Survey (1964-66),  

Vancouver (1966), Vol. 2, Appendix, and H.Brammer,Reconnaisoance Soil and Land Survey, 
Chittagong Hill Tracts: 1964-65, Soil Research Institute, Dhaka, 1986, p.206 (with Maps) 

as cited in  
Asian Development Bank, Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional Development Plan,  

Final Report No. 3 (“Agriculture and Marketing in the CHT”), Rangamati (2001), p. 26 

and reproduced in 
Raja Devasish Roy, Background Study on the Chittagong Hill Tracts Land Situation, 

CARE- Bangladesh, Rangamati, June, 2004, p. 12 
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Table 9 

Areas of Major Reserved Forests  
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts in Early 1900s 

Name of Reserve Area 
(Sq. Miles) 

Area 
(Sq. Km) 

Kassalong 763 1,976 

Reingkhyong 215 557 

Matamuhri 251 650 

Sangu 145 375 

Sitapahar 11 28 

Source: 

B. C Allen, E A Gait, C. G. H. Allen & H. F. Howard (eds.), 
Gazetteer of Bengal and North-East India,  

Mittal Publications, New Delhi, 2012, p. 412 
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Table 10 

Area of Major Reserved Forests 

in the Chittagong Hill Tracts  

(1976 Estimate) 

Reserved Forests Location Area 

(Sq. Mi) 

Area 

(Acres) 

Area  

(Sq. Km) 

Kassalong Northeastern CHT 635 406,542 1,645 

Reingkhyong East-Central CHT 298 190,521 772 

Matamuhri Southeastern CHT 157 100,467 407 

Sangu Southeastern CHT 131 83,612 339 

4 Major RFs 
Combined 

1,221 781,440 3,162 

Minor RFs Central CHT 23.50 15,018 61 

Total (Old RFs) 1,244.50 786, 160 3,223 

Source: 

W. E. Webb & R. Roberts,  
Reconnaissance Mission to the Chittagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh:  

Report on Forestry Sector, Vol. 2, Asian Development Bank, Manila, 1976, p. 13. 
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Table 11 

Area of Reserved, Protected & “Unclassed State Forests” 
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts 

(Estimated in 1976) 

Type of Forest Area 
(Acres) 

Area 
(Square Miles) 

Reserved Forest 796,000 1,243.75 

Protected Forest 34,688 54.20 

Unclassed State Forest 2,463,000 3,846 

Totals “Forests” 3,260,000 5,093.75 

Source: 

W. E. Webb & R. Roberts, Reconnaissance Missionto the Chittagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh: 
Report on Forestry Sector, Vol. 2,  

Asian Development Bank, Manila, 1976, p. 13 
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Table 12 

Areas of Old, New & Proposed Reserved Forests in the CHT in the 1990s 

Category of RF Area 
(Acres) 

Area 
(Sq. Miles) 

Area 
(Sq. Km) 

Old RFs 786,550 1,228.98 3,183 

Proposed New RFs 
(MPFLR-CHT Estimate) 

217,790.30 340 880 

Proposed New RFs 
(BFD Estimate) 

208,148 325 841 

Finally Notified New RFs 
(MPFLR-CHT Estimate) 

140,341.31 219 567 

Finally Notified New RFs 
(BFD Estimate) 

116,880 182 471 

New RFs under Process 
(MPFLR-CHT Estimate) 

77,449.99 121 313 

New RFs under Process 
(BFD Estimate) 

91,268 142 367 

Source: 

W. E. Webb & R. Roberts, Reconnaissance Mission to theChittagong Hill Tracts, 
Bangladesh: Report on Forestry Sector, Vol. 2, Asian Development Bank, Manila, 1976, 
p. 13

R. D. Roy, Land and Forest Rights in the Chittagong Hill Tracts,Talking Points, 4/02, 
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Kathmandu, 
June, 2002, pp. 20, 42 

P. Gain, The Last Forests of Bangladesh, Society for Environment & Human 
Development (SEHD), Dhaka, 2002 [1998], p. 59 
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Table 13 

Areas of Old & New Reserved Forests in CHT 
(With adjustments for Increases & Decreases from 1976-1998) 

(Based on Estimate of BFD) 

Reserved  

Forest 

Area  

(Sq. Mi) 

Area 

 (Acres) 

Percentageof CHT Area 
(5,093.75 sq. mi) 

(3.26 million acres) 

Date Source 

4 Major RFs 
Combined 

1,221 781,440 23.97 1976 Webb & Roberts 
(1976:2) 

Minor RFs 23.50 15,018 .46 1976 Webb & Roberts 
(1976:2) 

Total 
(Old RFs) 

1,244.50 786, 160 24.43 1976 Webb & Roberts 
(1976:2) 

De-Reservation 
for Bengali 
Settlers in 

Kassalong RF 

20.84 13,335.20 .41 1980s Roy (2004: 42) 

New RFs 182.63 116, 880 3.59 1990s Estimate of BFD 
Gain, (2002: 59) 

Total RF Area 
(Old+ New RFs) 

1,390.16 889,704.80 27.29 

Source: 

W. E. Webb & R. Roberts, Reconnaissance Mission to the Chittagong Hill Tracts, 
Bangladesh: Report on Forestry Sector, Vol. 2, Asian Development Bank, Manila, 1976, 
p. 13

R. D. Roy, Land and Forest Rights in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, Talking Points, 4/02, 
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Kathmandu, 
June, 2002, pp. 20, 42 

P. Gain, The Last Forests of Bangladesh, Society for Environment & Human 
Development (SEHD), Dhaka, 2002 [1998], p. 59 
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Table 14 

Areas of Old & New Reserved Forests in CHT 
(With adjustments for Increases & Decreases from 1976 to 1998) 

(Based on Estimate of Movement for the Protection of Forest & Land Rights in the CHT) 

Reserved 
Forest 

Area  

(Sq. Mi) 

Area  

(Acres) 

Percentage ofCHT 
Area 

5,093.75 Sq. Miles 

3.26 million acres 

Date Source 

4 Major RFs 
Combined 

1,221 781,440 23.97 1880s Webb & Roberts (1976:2) 

Minor RFs  23.50  15,018 .46 1880s Webb & Roberts (1976:2)  

Total 

(Old RFs) 

1,244.50 786,160  24.43 1880s Webb & Roberts (1976:2)  

De-Reservation 
for Bengali 

Settlers 20.84 13,335.20 .41 1980s 

New Mauzas created from 
Kassalong RF: Mauzas No.  385 

Amtali, 386 Gulshakhali, 387 
Gadosora, 388 Rangipara& 390 

Kalapagojya: (Roy, 2004: 42) 

New RFs 219 140,341.31 4.30 1990s Estimate of the Movement for the 
Protection of Forest & Land 

Rights in the CHT (Gain, 2002: 
59) 

Total RF Area  

(Old+ New 
RFs) 

1,426.82 913166.11 28.01 

Source: 

W. E. Webb & R. Roberts, Reconnaissance Mission to theChittagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh: 
Report on Forestry Sector, Vol. 2, Asian Development Bank, Manila, 1976, p. 13 

R. D. Roy, Land and Forest Rights in the Chittagong Hill Tracts,Talking Points, 4/02, 
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Kathmandu, June, 2002, 
pp. 20, 42 

P. Gain, The Last Forests of Bangladesh, Society for Environment & Human Development 
(SEHD), Dhaka, 2002 [1998], p. 59 
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Table 14A 

New Reserved Forests within Rangamati Forest Circle 
(Within 3 Hill Districts) 

(1996-2008) 

Notification Number 
& Date  

District Area 
(Acres) 

1.Pabama (Sha-1) 15/94/238, dated 15/05/1998

2. Pabama (Sha-3) 15/94/26, 27, 28, 29, dated
09/01/2008 / 31/07/2007 

Khagrachari 16,804.21 

1. Pabama (Sha-3) 15/94/341, dated 18/06/1996

2. Pabama (Sha-3) 32/96/649, dated 24/09/1998
Rangamati 27,855.92 

Pabama (Sha-3) 15/94/239, dated 15/05/1998 Bandarban 23,175.40 

Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) 67,835.53 
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Table 14B 

New Reserved Forests within Rangamati Forest Circle 
Rangamati Hill District 

(1996 - 2008) 

District Sl. No 
(Notification) 

Notification & Date Sl. No 
(Mauza) 

Mauza Area 
(Acres) 

Rangamati 19 

1. Pabama (Sha-3) 15/94/341,
dated 18/06/1996 

2. Pabama (Sha-3) 32/96/649,
dated 24/09/1998 

15 100 Wagga 115.00 

Rangamati 20 Do 16 326 Pekua 1,830.79 

Rangamati 21 Do 17 335 
Dhanuchhari 3,689.33 

Rangamati 22 Do 18 336 
Arachhari 3,093.80 

Rangamati 23 Do 19 331 Gainda 3,000.00 

Rangamati 24 Do 20 328 Powaithu 1,000.00 

Rangamati 25 Do 21 327 
Chingkhyong 2,000.00 

Rangamati 26 Do 22 333 
Ghilachhari 3,300.00 

Rangamati 27 Do 23 329 Kaptai 3,500.00 

Rangamati 28 Pabama (Sha-3) 54/97, dated 
01/03/1999 24 95A Betbunia 2,760.00 

Rangamati 29 Pabama (Sha-3) 54/97, dated 
01/03/1999 25 95 Kashkhali 3,567.00 

Total (Rangamati ) 27,855.92 
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Table 14C 

New Reserved Forests within Rangamati Forest Circle 
Khagrachari Hill District 

(1996 - 2008) 

District Sl. No 
(Notification) 

Notification & Date Sl. No 
(Mauza) 

Mauza Area 
(Acres) 

Khagrachari 1 Pabama (Sha-3) 15/98/238, 
dated 12/05/1998 1 

Khagrachari 2 Pabama (Sha-3) 15/94/238, 
dated 12/05/1998 2 265 Bangalkati 990.71 

Khagrachari 3 Do 3 255 Maschhari 1,312.5 

Khagrachari 4 Do 4 239 Jurmaram 2,500.00 

Khagrachari 5 Do 5 238 Gasban ??? 

Khagrachari 6 Do 6 252 Thalipara 1,500.00 

Khagrachari 7 Do 7 251 Changrachhari 149.00 

Khagrachari 8 Do 8 250 Lemuchhari 1,500.00 

Khagrachari 9 Do 9 257 Nunchhari 3,652.00 

Khagrachari 10 Do 

10 

204 Alutila 1,200.00 

Khagrachari 11 

1.Pabama (Sha-1) 15/94/238, 
dated 15/05/1998   

2. Pabama (Sha-3) 15/94/26, 
27, 28, 29, dated 09/01/2008 / 
31/07/2007 

204 Alutila 500.00 

Khagrachari 12 Do 
11 

206 Daldali 30.00 

Khagrachari 13 Do 206 Daldali 189.00 

Khagrachari 14 Do 12 199 Bailachhari 450.00 

Khagrachari 15 Do 
13 

200 Taimatai 500.00 

Khagrachari 16 Do 200 Taimatai 916.00 

Khagrachari 17 Do 
14 

247 Zugalchhari 1,300.00 

Khagrachari 18 Do 247 Zugalchhari 115.00 

Total (Khagrachari) 1,6804.21 
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Table 14D 

New Reserved Forests within Rangamati Forest Circle 
Bandarban Hill District 

(1996-2008) 

District Sl. No 
(Notification) 

Notification  
& Date 

Sl. No 
(Mauza) 

Mauza Area 
(Acres) 

Bandarban 30 
Pabama (Sha-3) 

15/94/239, dated 
15/05/1998 

26 319 Rajbila 2,950.00 

Bandarban 31 Do 27 330 Hnara 3,995.00 

Bandarban 32 Do 28 347 Mrunkuong 436.00 

Bandarban 33 Do 29 343 Alikhyong 9,153.40 

Bandarban 34 Do 30 344 Kokhyong 1,795.00 

Bandarban 35 Do 31 345 Nowapatang 2,446.00 

Bandarban 36 Do 32 346 Mrokhyong 2,400.00 

Total (Bandarban) 23,175.40 
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Table 15 

Major Causes of Deforestation in Bangladesh  
as identified in the Forestry Master Plan (1994-2015) 

Direct Causes Indirect Causes 
(Factors behind Direct Causes) 

Agriculture Land Clearing 
(including Shifting Cultivation) 

Poverty 

Land Use Changes Landlessness 

Encroachments Economic Underdevelopment 

Grazing, Fire Inappropriate Forest Policies & Regulations 

Commercial Logging Lack of Land Use Planning 

Illegal Felling Uncertainties of Land Tenure 

Fuelwood Collection Socio-Political Instability 

Source: 

Government of Bangladesh, Ministry of Environment & Forest, 
Forestry Master Plan, Main Plan, 1993/2012, Volume 1,  
Asian Development Bank, Manila, March, 1993, p. 70 
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Table 16 

List of Protected Areas recognized by 
Wildlife (Protection and Safety) Act 2012 

Protected Areas Definition 
(SectionNo.) 

Declaration 
(Section No.) 

Status of Land Management 

Sanctuary ★ 2(1) 13(1) Government 
Land 

Chief Warden 
(or Delegated Official) 

National Park 2(14) 17(1) (a) Government 
Forest 

(b) Government 
Land 

Chief Warden 
(or Delegated Official)) 

Community 
Conservation 

Area 
2(7) 18 (1,2,3) (a) Individual 

Land 

(b)Community 
Land 

(a) Co-Management 
Committee 

(b) Warden (Concerned) 

Safari Park 2(39) 19 Government 
Forest 

Chief Warden 
(or Delegated Official) 

Eco Park 19 Government 
Forest 

Chief Warden 
(or Delegated Official) 

Botanical 
Gardens 2(6) 19 Chief Warden 

(or Delegated Official) 

Special 
Biodiversity 

Conservation 
Area 

22 Any Land Chief Warden 
(or Delegated Official) 

National 
Heritage 23 Any Land 

Kunjaban 23 Any Land 

Memorial Tree 23 Any Land 

Sacred Tree 23 Any Land 

★ Sanctuaries may be called Wildlife Sanctuary, Bird Sanctuary,  
Elephant Sanctuary, Wetland-Dependent Animal Sanctuary, Marine Protected Area, etc. 
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Table 17 

Protected Areas in the Chittagong Hill Tracts 

Name 
& 

District 
Type 

Area 
(Hectares  
& Acres) 

Area 
(Sq. Mi & 
Sq. km) 

Date of 
Notification Remarks 

Sitapahar, 
Rangamati 

National 
Park 

3,026 ha 

7,477 acres 

30.26 sq km 

11.70 sq mi 

1974 
The 1974 

notification was 
superseded by the 
1999 notification, 

renaming 
“Sitapahar” as 

“Kaptai” 

Kaptai, 
Rangamati 

National 
Park 

5,464 ha 

13,502 acres 

54.64 sq km 

22 sq mi 

09/09/1999 

The different 
figures for 

Sitapahar& Kaptai 
may be an error or 
it may denote that 

the 1999 
declaration 

increased the size 
of the National 

Park 

Pablakhali, 
Rangamati 

Wildlife 
Sanctuary 

42,087 ha 

103,999 
acres 

420.87 sq km 

162.50 sq mi 

(a) 1962 

(b) 20/09/1983 

The 1962 
notification was 

superseded by the 
1983 notification 

Sangu, 
Bandarban 

Wildlife 
Sanctuary 

2,332 ha 

5,763 acres 

23.50 sq km 

09 sq mi 
06/04/2010 

Source: 

Bangladesh Forest Department: 
http://www.bforest.gov.bd/index.php/protected-areas 

(Accessed 2 June 2015) 

Bangladesh Forest Department cited in J. K. Choudhury, 
National Forest Policy Review: Bangladesh (undated): 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/27047634/national-forest-policy-review-bangladesh#scribd 

(Accessed, 18 May 2015) 

http://www.bforest.gov.bd/index.php/protected-areas
http://www.scribd.com/doc/27047634/national-forest-policy-review-bangladesh%23scribd
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Table 18 
 

Number & Sizes of Village Common Forests (Mauza Reserves)  
in the Chakma, Bohmong & Mong Circles  

Chittagong Hill Tracts 
 
 

 
 

Category  
by Size 
(Acres) 

 

 
Chakma Circle 

 

 
Bohmong Circle 

 
Mong Circle 

 

 
Grand Total 

 
No of  
VCFs 

 

 
Area 

(Acres) 

 
No of 
VCFs 

 
Area 

(Acres) 

 
No of 
VCFs 

 
Area 

(Acres) 

 
No of  
VCFs 

 
Area 

(Acres) 

 
Small VCFs 

(2-25) 
 

 
22 

 
 

275.5 
 
 

60 
 
 

822.5 
 
 

18 
 
 

226 
 
 

 
100 

 
1,324 

 
Medium VCFs  

(26-99) 
 

52 
 
 

2,476 
 
 

30 
 
 

1,372 
 
 

18 
 
 

844 
 
 

 
 

100 

 
 

4,692 

 
Large VCFs  
(100 -1500) 

 

66 
 
 

13,810 
 
 

20 
 
 

7,700 
 
 

18 
 
 

3,250 
 
 

 
104 

 
24,760 

 
Incomplete 
information 

 

 
06 

 
 

0 
 
 

0 
 
 

0 
 
 

01 
 
 

0 
 
 

 
07 

 
0 

 
Total 

 
146 

 
16,561.5 

 
110 

 
9,894.5 

 
55 

 
4,320 

 

 
311 

 
30,776 

 
 

Source: 
Offices of the Chakma Raja, Bohmong Raja & Mong Raja 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 
 

Data Analyzed & Tabulated by: 
Maung Hla Myant 

Project Coordinator 
CHTWCA Project, UNDP-CHTDF 

Chakma Circle 
Chittagong Hill Tracts 
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Table 19 
 

Number of Village Common Forests (Mauza Reserves), 
Hamlets (Paras) & Streams (Soras) 

in the  Chakma, Bohmong and Mong Circles 
 
 

 
Circle 

 
No of VCFs 

 
Area  

(In Acres) 
 

 
No of Hamlets 

(Paras) 

 
No of Streams  

(Soras) 

 
Chakma 

 
146 

 
16,561.5 

 
221 

 
333 

 
 

Bohmong 
 

110 
 

9,894.5 
 

193 
 

204 
 

 
Mong 

 
55 

 
4,320 

 
204 

 
109 

 
 

Total 
 

311 
 

30,776 
 

618 
 

646 
 

 
 

Source: 
 

Offices of the Chakma Raja, Bohmong Raja & Mong Raja 
Chittagong Hill Tracts 

 
Data Analyzed & Tabulated by: 

Maung Hla Myant 
Project Coordinator 

CHTWCA Project, UNDP-CHTDF 
Chakma Circle 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 
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Table 20 
 

Number of Large Village Common Forests (Mauza Reserves) 
& Number of Streams within the Large VCFs 
in the Chakma, Bohmong and Mong Circles 

 
 

 
Circle 

 

 
 No. of Large VCFs   
(100 -1500 acres) 

 

 
Total No. of 

Streams (Soras) 
within Large VCFs  

 
 

Chakma 
 

66 
 

173 
 

 
Bohmong 

 
20 

 
39 

 
 

Mong 
 

18 
 

43 
 

 
Total 

 
104 

 
255 

 
 

 
Source: 

 
Offices of the Chakma Raja, Bohmong Raja &Mong Raja 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 
 

Data Analyzed & Tabulated by: 
Maung Hla Myant 

Project Coordinator 
CHTWCA Project, UNDP-CHTDF 

Chakma Circle 
Chittagong Hill Tracts 
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Table 21 
 

List of Extinct & Severely Endangered Species  
of Faunain Chittagong Hill Tracts  

 
 

 
Status 

 
Species Name 

(English) 

 
Species Name 

(Scientific) 

 
Last Date  

 
Sighted 

 
 

Extinct 
 

   

  
Banteng 

 

 
Bos javanicus 

 
1930s 

  
Wild Water Buffalo 

 

 
Bubalu sarnee 

 
1940s 

  
Sumatran Rhinoceros 

 

Diceror hinus sumatrensis  
Late 19th century 

  
Indian Rhinoceros 

 

 
Rhinoceros unicornis 

 
Late 19th century 

  
Swamp Deer 

 

 
Cervus duvaucelii 

 
1950s 

 
Extinct 

(Unconfimed)  
or 

Severely 
Endangered 

 

   

  
Sloth Bear 

 
Melursus ursinus 

 

  
Green Peafowl 

 
Pavo muticus 

 

  
Rufous-necked Hornbill 

 
Aceros nipalensis 

 

  
White-winged Duck 

 
Cairina scutulata 

 

 
Source: 

 
M. M. H, Khan, ‘The Chittagong Hill Tracts: The Haven of Wildlife under Threat’  

in P. Gain (ed.), The Chittagong Hill Tracts: Man-Nature Nexus Torn,  
Society for Environment & Human Development (SEHD), Dhaka, 2013, p. 178 
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Table 22 
 

List of Rare Species of Fauna 
Sighted Recently in the Chittagong Hill Tracts  

 
 

 
Type of Species 

 

 
Species Name 

(English) 

 
Species Name 

(Scientific) 
 

Mammal Asian Elephant Elephas maximus 
 Indian Bison Bos gaurus 
 Bengal Tiger Panthera tigris 
 Leopard Panthera pardus 
 Clouded Leopard Neofelis nebulosa 
 Asiatic Black Bear Ursus thibetanus 
 Sun Bear Helarctos malayanus 
 Hoolock Gibbon Hylobates hoolock 
 Hog Deer Axis porcionus 
 Sambhur Cervus unicolor 
 Hodgson’s Giant Flying Squirrel Petaurista magnificus 

Reptile   
 Burmese Python King Python moluras 
 Reticulated Python Python reticulatas 
 Cobra Ophio phagus hannah 
 Flying Lizard Draco maculatus 

Bird   
 Great Hornbill Buceros bicornis 
 Wreathed Hornbill Aceros undulates 
 Grey Peacock Pheasant Polyplectron bicalcaratum 
 Indian Courser Cusorius coromandelicus 

 
Source: 

 
M. M. H, Khan, ‘The Chittagong Hill Tracts: The Haven of Wildlife under Threat’  

in P. Gain (ed.), The Chittagong Hill Tracts: Man-Nature Nexus Torn,  
Society for Environment & Human Development (SEHD), Dhaka, 2013, pp. 172-177 
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Table 23 
 

Role of Deputy Commissioners related to 
Forests other than Reserved Forests 

 
 

 
Role orFunctionof DC 

 

 
Advisory 

Role (if any) 
 

 
Concurrent or Supervisory Role  

of Other Authority 

 
Providing Settlement, Lease, 

Acquisition, Transfer over Land 
 

 
Headman 
(Advice) 

 
HDC (Consent) 

 
Supervising Headmen 

 

  
Circle Chiefs 

HDCs 
 

 
Royalty Permits 

 
Circle Chiefs 

Headmen 
BFD 

 

 

 
Chair of District Forest 

Committee 
(Currently Dysfunctional) 
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Table 24 
 

Role of Hill District Councils 
in the Management of Forests Other than Reserved Forests 

 
 

 
Role or Function 

of HDCs as per Law 

 
Status of Exercise of 

Legal Authority 
 

 
Remarks 

 
Providing or Witholding Consent   
on Settlement, Lease, Acquisition 

& Other Transfer of Land 
 

 
 

Exercised 

 

 
Supervising Functions of AC (Land), 

Amin, Surveyor and Headman 

 
Not 

Exercised 

 
May require Legal Amendments 

and/or Executive Orders to 
facilitate Exercise of Authority 

 
 

Development and Protection of  
Forests other than Reserved Forests 

 

 
Not 

Exercised 

 
Framing of Rules & Regulations 

may facilitate  
Exercise of Authority 

 
 

Control & Regulation of 
Jum Cultivation 

 
Not 

Exercised 

 
Guidelines & Council 

Resolutions could provide 
framework for  

Exercise of Authority 
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Table 25 
 

Major Land & Forest Related Functions  
of the Traditional Institutions of the CHT 

& Supervisory Mechanisms for the Mauza-Circle Areas 
 

 
Category of 

Land 
Authorities & Their Functions  

Karbari Headman Chief DC HDC 
Mauza Forests 

(VCFs) 
Management Management & 

Protection 
Supervision Supervision Supervision 

Forests other 
than VCFS 

Facilitation Management & 
Allocation 

Supervision Supervision Supervision 

Free Permits 
(Jote Land 

Plantations) 

Facilitation Certification & 
Identification 

Supervision Supervision Supervision 

Timber/Bamboo 
Royalty Permits 

For “USFs” 

Facilitation Recommendation/ 
Consent 

Supervision/
Consent 

Permission Supervision 

Permits 
for other “USF” 

Resources 

Facilitation Recommendation/ 
Consent 

Supervision 
Consent 

Permission Supervision 

Jum Lands Management & 
Allocation 

Supervision Supervision Supervision Control & 
Regulation 

Grasslands Facilitation Management & 
Allocation 

Supervision Supervision Supervision 

Grazing Lands Facilitation Management & 
Allocation 

Supervision Supervision Supervision 

Private Orchards 
& Plantations 
Settlements 

Facilitation Recommendation Supervision Settlement/ 
Lease 

Consent  
or Veto 

Homesteads 
(Hillpeople) 

Facilitation Settlement/ 
Lease 

Supervision Supervision Supervision 

Land Title 
Transfer 

Assistance Recommendation Supervision Mutation Consent  
or Veto 

Fringeland Assistance Allocation Supervision Certification Supervision 
Fringeland Tax Assistance Collection Collection/ 

Supervision 
Supervision Supervision 

Groveland Tax Assistance Collection Collection/ 
Supervision 

Supervision Supervision 

Jum Tax Assistance Collection Collection/ 
Supervision 

Supervision Supervision 

Succession/ 
Inheritance 

Facilitation Recommendation Supervision Certification  

Demarcation/ 
Survey 

Facilitation Assistance Supervision Certification  

Wildlife Hunting, 
Gathering, 
Trapping 

Management Supervision Supervision Supervision  
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Table 26 
 

Possible Permutations on Social Forestry & Similar Models of Forestry 
suitable for Reserved Forests in the Chittagong Hill Tracts 

 
 

 
Model 

 
Modifications 

(if any) 
 

 
Process 

 
Remarks 

 
 
 
 

SF Model of 
2004 

(Plantation-
Oriented) 

 
 
 
 

Amend process to involve 
CHT institutions and 

Organizations other than 
NGOs and Upzaillas 

 

 
 
 

Consult CHTRC, 
HDCs, Traditional 

Institutions & 
Forest Dependent 

Communities 

 
NGOs &Upazilas 
are the only non-
BFD counterparts 
of BFD in plains. 
This needs to be 
broadened to fit 

the CHT context & 
include CHT-

Specific 
Institutions 

 
 

Amended SF 
Model  

of 2004 
(Plantation & 

Natural Forests) 

 
Include Non-Plantation 
Alternatives for Natural 

Forests by framing 
Amended CHT Model of SF 

 

 
Consult CHTRC, 

HDCs, Traditional 
Institutions & 

Forest Dependent 
Communities  

 

 

 
New Model  

of SF 
(Appropriate  

for CHT) 
 

 
 

Frame New SF Model  
based on  

S 28A, FA 1927 

 
Consult CHTRC, 

HDCs, Traditional 
Institutions & 

Forest Dependent 
Communities 

 

 

 
 

Village Forestry 
Model 

 
 

Frame VF Rules 
based on  

S 28, FA 1927  
 

 
Consult CHTRC, 

HDCs, Traditional 
Institutions & 

Forest Dependent 
Communities 
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Table 27A 
 

Major Laws Review Roadmap I 
Draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015 

 
 

 
Role of Focal  

Agencies  
 

 
Role of Other 

Governmental or 
Non-Governmental 

Agencies  
 

 
Role 

of UNDP and/or 
USAID and Other Donors 

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 

 
Remarks 

 
 

MOEF 
(inc. BFD) 

 
MOCHTA 

CHTRC 
HDCs 

BIPNet-CCBD 
MPFLR-CHT 

 

 
 
 
 
 

* Facilitate GOB-
Stakeholder Dialogues 

(March-June 2016) 
 
 
 

* Facilitate Capacity-
Raising of Non-
Governmental 
Stakeholders 

(March-June 2016) 
 
 

* Encourage GOB to 
respect its 

responsibilities under 
International Treaties 

(CBD, Redd+ Process, C-
ILO-107, etc.) & Domestic 

Arrangements 
(Constitutional 

Stipulations & CHT 
Accord), in general, and 
to expressly reflect them 

in new legislation, in 
particular 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Although the time 
frame is shown as 

2016.  A more realistic 
time frame will depend 
upon MOEF’s plans of 

submitting the 
proposed FA 

(Amendment) Bill to 
cabinet and parliament 

 
 

* Specific Proposals on 
the Previous Bill were 

submitted to GOB & 
MOEF Parliamentary 

Standing Committee by 
BIPNet-CCBD & 

MPFLR-CHT in 2010 

 
 
 
 

 
* To Conduct 

Consultations with 
All Stakeholders, 

inc. Forest 
Dependent 

Communities & 
Representative 
Organizations & 

Networks 
 

(March to 
June 2016) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

* BIPNet-CCBD 
may utilise its 

on-going dialogues 
with BFD 

 
 

* MOCHTA may 
scrutinise CHT-

relevant 
aspects of Draft 
Bill, involving 

CHTRC & other 
CHT Stakeholders 

in the process 

 
Impediments, Obstacles, Challenges& Opportunities 

 
Among the major challenges in bringing forth amendments to make forest management more 

participatory, sustainable & biodiversity-oriented may call for the demonstration of a “win-win” formula 
(Opportunities). Such a formula should assure the MOEF/BFD that its leading role in forest management 

(esp. in RF Areas) would not be compromised. At the same time, the effective incorporation of 
“participatory” elements is vital. This will require a shift from the current “territorial” and “policing” 

orientation of the BFD, to effective “co-management” (Impediments), which substantively involves 
indigenous peoples & their forest-dependent communities. Such a formula, as mentioned above, was 

patently missing in the Draft Bill, and in the current Forest Act 1927. 
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Table 27B 
Major Laws Review Roadmap II 

 
Amendments to 

Wildlife (Protection& Safety) Act 2012 
 
 

 
 

Role of Focal  
Agencies 

 
Role of Other 

Governmental 
or Non-

Governmental 
Agencies  

 

 
Role of UNDP  

and/or 
USAID & Other 

Donors  

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 
 

Remarks 

 
MOEF 

(inc. BFD) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
MOCHTA 

 
CHTRC 

 
BIPNet-

CCBD 
 

MPFLR-CHT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Facilitate GOB-
Stakeholder 
Dialogues 
 
 
 
* Facilitate 
Capacity-Raising 
of Non-
Governmental 
Stakeholders  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2016 

 
to 
 

2017 
 

 
* Amendment of WPA 2012 is 
“not on the cards” of GOB 
 
* WPA 2012 was passed & 
applied to CHT without 
consulting CHTRC & forest 
dependent communities 
 
* IPs & Forest Dwellers wish to 
safeguard traditional & 
sustainable forest produce use 
and prevent arbitrary 
criminalization of traditional 
sustainable activities. 
 
* VCF Communities are 
concerned their control and 
management of VCFs may be 
threatened by declaration of VCFs 
as “Community Conserved Areas” 
(particularly on account of Rule-
Making by MOEF on Terms of Co-
Management Committees & Roles 
of Forest Warden) 
 

 
* To Conduct 
Consultations 
with All 
Stakeholders, inc. 
Forest 
Dependent 
Communities & 
Representative 
Organizations & 
Networks 
 
* To clarify that 
the proposed 
recognition of 
Mauza Reserves 
(VCFs) as CCAs 
will not 
adversely affect 
community 
control & 
management 

 
Impediments, Obstacles, Challenges& Opportunities 

 
 
The WPA makes very brief references to IPs (“small ethnic communities”), namely, in the context of 
(a) IPs’ inclusion in Co-Management System for Sanctuaries [Section 21(1); and (b) Exemption of 
IPs’ possession of trophies which are a part of tradition or heritage or daily use from ambit of 
Seizure of Trophies, etc. Proviso to Section 32(1). (Impediments) 
 
The existing provisions of the WPA are considered inadequate by IPs and forest dwellers (a) to 
prevent arbitrary misuse of penal provisions against IPs; (b) to effectively include IPs in Co-
Management activities of Sanctuaries, etc. and (c) generally, to include them in protection of 
wildlife in government forests and other forests. (Challenges & Opportunities) 
 
While subordinate legislation (Rules, Guidelines, etc.) may address some of these issues, it is 
unlikely that this would substantively address the basic drawbacks without an amendment of the 
Act itself.  (Challenges) 
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Table 27C 

 
Major Laws Review Roadmap III 

 
Amendments to CHT Land Commission Act 2001 

 
 

 
 

Role of Focal  
Agencies 

 
Role of Other 

Governmental 
or Non-

Governmental 
Agencies  

 

 
Roleof UNDP  

and/or 
USAID and Other 

Donors 

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 
 

Remarks 

 
MOL 

MOCHTA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHTRC 
MPFLR-CHT 

 

 

Support 
legislation, 
which is an 

express 
commitment of 
GOB (nationally 

and 
internationally) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 

 
 
* Due to negative lobbying, the 
draft Bill has been put in “cold 
storage” despite the bill’s 
readiness 
 
 
* Delay is contributing to ethnic 
conflicts, undermining peace, 
security and stability, and 
subverting long-term land-
related development planning 
 

 

 
To table draft of 
amendments to 

CHT Land 
Commission Act, 

based on 
CHTRC’s 

Proposals 
 

(Agreed Upon 
by CHT Accord 

Implementation 
Committee & 

Ministry of 
Law), without 
further delay 

 
 

Impediments, Obstacles, Challenges& Opportunities 
 
 

Unofficial accounts suggest that certain agencies of the GOB (including Ministry of Land and 
“security” related departments and agencies) havereportedly advised GOB against enactment of 
its cabinet-approved draft claiming that this might: (a) compromise the sovereignty of the GOB 
over CHT land; and (b) lead to discrimination against ethnic Bengali inhabitants of the CHT. 
(Impediments) 
 
Such misgiving are baseless having regard to the following: (i) the Commission is headed by a 
former judge of the Supreme Court (the chairperson); (ii) its members include a GOB official (Div. 
Com.) and GOB-appointed chairpersons of HDCs; and (iii) its decisions may be judicially reviewed 
by the Supreme Court of Bangladesh. (Opportunities) 
 
The domestic and international reputation of the GOB has been compromised by delay in 
amending the Act. Long-term development planning is impossible without resolving the 
longstanding land disputes in CHT. If this trend continues, the CHT will “drag down” GOB’s plans 
and initiatives to become a “middle-income” country by 2020. The SDG Targets and Goals will be 
thwarted and the soon-to-be-adopted 7th 5-Year Plan’s implementation, as regards the CHT, will 
also similarly be thwarted. (Challenges) 
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Table 27D 
 

Major Laws Review Roadmap IV 
Amendments to CHT Regulation 1900 & its Schedule of Laws 

(Esp. Secs. 7, 10, 17, Schedule) 
 

 
 

Role of Focal  
Agencies 

 
Role of Other 

Governmental 
or Non-

Governmental 
Agencies  

 
 

Role of UNDP  
and/or 

USAID & Other Donors  

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 
 

Remarks 

 
MOCHTA 

 

 
 
 

HDCs 
 

Circles 
 

Headmen’s  
Networks & 
Associations 

 
CSOs (inc. 

BIPNet-CCBD, 
MPFLR) 

 
. 

 
 
 
* Facilitate Vetting 
of CHT Reg. 1900 to 
conform to HDC 
Acts 1989  
 
 
 
* Facilitate 
Dialogues of All 
Governmental, Sub-
Governmental & 
Non-Governmental 
Stakeholders  
 
 
 
* Facilitate 
Trainings & 
Orientations on CHT 
Reg. 1900 
 
 
* Utilise 
Development 
Partner Status in 
Dialogues with GOB 
(USAID & Donors) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2016 

 
to 
 

2018 
 

 
* Despite provisions of CHT 
Accord & CHTRC Act, only one 
major amendment was made 
(in 2003), on Administration 
of Justice 
 
* Further reforms are 
necessary to (i) sections 7, 10, 
17; and (ii) Schedule of Laws, 
to: 
 
(a) Clarify extent & nature of 
application of FA 1927, WPA 
2012 and other laws to CHT; 
 
(b) Update Land Acquisition 
Regulation 1958;  
 
(c) Address Overlapping & Un-
Clarified Jurisdictions of HDCs, 
DCs, BFD; 
 
(d) Secure Customary Land & 
Forest Rights & promote 
Departmental Synergies  

 

 
To consult 

CHTRC, HDCs, 
Traditional 
Institutions 
and other 

Stakeholders 
on Necessary 
Amendments  

 

 
CHTRC 

 

 
Toprovide 
suggestions 
to CHTRC & 
MOCHTA on 
necessary 
amendments 
to CHT Reg. 

 
To assume 
a proactive  
role in 
proposing 
amendments 
on CHT Reg. to 
GOB 
 

 
Impediments, Obstacles, Challenges& Opportunities 

 
DCs, BFD, CHTRC, DHCs, Traditional Institutions & IPOs/CSOs may invoke the provisions of the 
CHT Reg. in specific ways that run counter to the jurisdictions of other departments or institutions 
(Challenge). Thus, while DCs may tend to consider that the CHT Reg. provides them carte blanche 
authority over lands (Impediment), other institutions (BFD, CHTRC, HDCs, Traditional Institutions) 
may invoke their institution-specific laws (FA 1927, CHTRC Act, HDC Acts, etc.) or customary laws 
and practices (recognised through CHT Reg., Land Commission Act, etc.), respectively, which run 
counter to the DC’s role. While some of these conflicts may be addressed through Policy, 
Guidelines, Executive Orders, etc. (Opportunities), more extensive & effective harmonization may 
only be possible through amendments to the CHT Reg. itself (Challenge). 
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Table 28A 

 
Minor Laws Review Roadmap I 

 
Amendments to Rules ofCHT Regulation 1900 

 
 

 
 

Role of Focal  
Agencies 

 
Role of Other 

Governmental or 
Non-Governmental 

Agencies  
 

 
 

Role of UNDP  
and/or 

USAID & Other Donors  

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 
 

Remarks 

 
MOCHTA 

 
HDCs 

 
Circles 

 
Headmen’s 
Networks & 
Associations 

 
CSOs 

 
(inc.BIPNet-

CCBD, MPFLR) 
 

 
 

 
* Facilitate GOB-

Stakeholder Dialogues 
 
 
 

* Facilitate Capacity-
Raising of Non-
Governmental 
Stakeholders 

 
 

* Facilitate Research, 
Consultations, etc. 

 
 
 

* Utilise Development 
Partner Status in 

Dialogues with GOB 
(USAID & Donors) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 
 

to 
 

2018 
 

 
* Although the time 
frame is shown as 

2016, this may entail a 
longer, and on-going 

process. 
 

* A time-frame 
developed, with CHTRC 

in the lead, may be 
more realistic, with the 

concurrence of 
MOCHTA 

 
* Most important 

among these are: Rules 
34 (Land Settlement, 

Leases, etc.), 38 
(Relationship between 
Chiefs & Headmen with 

DCs), 40 (Judicial 
Powers of Chiefs & 
Headmen), 43-46 

(Taxes), 48 
(Appointment of 

Headmen; Currently 
Succession by Women 

is not expressly 
provided for; this is 

contrary to BD 
Constitution & CERD) 

 

 
To Conduct 

consultations 
with All 

Stakeholders, 
inc. CHTRC, 

HDCs & 
Traditional 
Institutions 

 
CHTRC 

 

 
Aforesaid 

Entities may 
Proactively 

Provide 
Suggestions on 
Amendments 
to CHTRC to 
Consider & 
Forward to 
MOCHTA 

 
To consult 

HDCs, 
Traditional 

Institutions & 
Others and 

Pro-Actively 
exercise its 

legal mandate 
to Propose 

Amendments 
to MOCHTA 

 

 
Impediments, Obstacles, Challenges & Opportunities 

 
A recent example of amendment of the CHT Reg. Rules to “harmonize” the Regulation with the 
HDC Acts 1989 concerns the amendment to Rules 41 & 42 (SRO dated 23/04/2013, published 
on 25/04/2013) on Jum Cultivation, which simply replaces the term “Deputy Commissioner” 
with “Chairman, Hill District Council”. (Opportunity/Best Practice/Precedent) 
 
Among these, the Rules mentioned in the Remarks Column above, are the most pertinent. Rule 
34, in particular, needs amendment, for cross-referencing with Section 64 of HDC Acts 1989 
(which vests a premier role to HDCs on land titling, land leases, transfer & compulsory 
acquisition). (Opportunity) 
 
DCs and other sections of GOB may resist proposed amendment, citing loss of GOB “control”, 
“sovereignty”, etc. (see Table 27C). (Impediment)  
 
But HDC is a statutory body, which is a sub-CHTRC body (itself a sub-MOCHTA body) and a sub-
MOCHTA body, and hence the supervisory jurisdiction of MOCHTA/GOB remains.  
(Challenge/Opportunity) 
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Table 28B 
 

Minor Law Review Roadmap II 
 

Amendment to Social Afforestation Rule 2004 or 
Framing of New CHT-Specific Social Forestry Rules 

 
 
 

 
 

Role of Focal  
Agencies 

 
Role of Other 

Governmental 
or Non-

Governmental 
Agencies  

 

 
 

Role of UNDP  
and/or 

USAID & Other 
Donors  

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 
 

Remarks 

 
MOEF 

 

 
MOCHTA 

 
 

 
* Facilitate GOB-

Stakeholder 
Dialogues 

 
 
 

* Facilitate 
Capacity-Raising 

of Non-
Governmental 
Stakeholders 

 
 

* Facilitate 
Research, 

Consultations, 
etc. 

 
 
 

* Utilise 
Development 

Partner Status in 
Dialogues with 

GOB 
(USAID & 
Donors) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2016 

 
to 
 

2017 

 
* SF Rules 2004 were passed 
ignoring Indigenous Peoples’ & 
Forest-Dwellers’ (inc. MPFLR-
CHT’s) Suggestions to Draft Rules 
 
* CHTRC was not consulted prior to 
application of SF Rules to CHT 
 
* Rejection of SF Model (under SF 
Rules) resulted in Restriction of SF 
Programmes in CHT to some RF, 
PF, “USF” Lands 
 
* SF Programmes have been Mono 
Plantation-Oriented, leading to 
Biodiversity Loss & Water Bodies’ 
Drying Up, among others 
 
* In “USF” Areas, VCFs/Mauza 
Reserves (Community Managed 
Lands in Mauza-Circle Areas) & 
Jote Plantations (Privately 
Registered Plots) are considered as 
More Viable Alternatives to SF 
Programmes  
 
* Arbitrary & Unilateral Creation of 
New Reserved Forests (1990s-
2010s) with Insufficient Notice 
(Due Process) on Private & 
Community Lands heightened 
public mistrust of motives behind 
SF programmes 

 
To conduct 

consultations 
with 

MOCHTA, 
CHTRC, HDCs, 

Traditional 
Institutions, 
IPs, Forest-
Dwellers, 

&CSOs 
 

 
To consult all 

relevant 
stakeholders 

& pro-actively 
recommend 
legislation to 

MOEF 
 
 

 
 
 

BFD 
 

 
CHTRC, HDCs, 

Traditional 
Institutions 

BipNet-CCBD, 
MPFLR-CHT 

 
 

To use its 
local level 

presence & 
consult all 
relevant 

stakeholders, 
to correct the 

gaps of the 
Rules in the 
context of 

application to 
CHT 

 

 
To 

proactively 
offer 

suggestions 
on alternative 

models; 
CHTRC’s role 

is legally 
mandated, 

hence, critical 

 
Impediments, Obstacles, Challenges& Opportunities 

 
 

Views of BFD about the suitability of the 2004 SF Rule Model’s appropriateness for the CHT. 
(Impediment).  Utilization of on-the-ground Community-Led Best Practice examples on forestry 

for incorporation into Amended/New SF Rules.  (Opportunity) 
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Table 28C 
 

Minor Law Review Roadmap III 
 

Framing of Village Forest Rules 
(Under Section 28 of Forest Act 1927)  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Role of Focal  
Agencies 

 
Role of Other 

Governmental or 
Non-Governmental 

Agencies  
 

 
 

Role of UNDP  
and/or 

USAID & Other 
Donors  

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 
 

Remarks 

 
 

MOEF 
(inc. BFD) 

 

 
MOCHTA 

CHTRC, HDCs, 
Traditional 
Institutions 

BIPNet-CCBD 
MPFLR-CHT 

 

 
* Facilitate GOB-

Stakeholder 
Dialogues 

 
* Facilitate 

Capacity-Raising 
of Governmental 

& Non-
Governmental 
Stakeholders 

 
* Utilise 

Development 
Partner Status in 
Dialogues with 

GOB 
(USAID & 
Donors) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2016 

 
to 
 

2017 

 
* Adoption of VF Rules will 
formalize forest-use rights of 
RF-resident communities 
 
* Will enhance BFD-
Community Partnerships 
 
* Practical ideas may be 
borrowedfrom India (Orissa 
& Maharashtra), which 
shares same legal framework 
(Forest Act 1927)  
 
* Although SF programmes 
were implemented in a small 
part of RFs (Southern CHT), 
their success is questionable 
(un-suitability of SF Model to 
CHT: See Table 28B) 

 
To consult 
MOCHTA, 

CHTRC, HDCs, 
Traditional 
Institutions, 

Forest 
Dependent 

Communities & 
Others 

(BIPNet-CCBD, 
MPFLR-CHT, 

etc.) 
 

 
 

To consult all 
relevant 

stakeholders & 
pro-actively offer 
recommendations 

to MOEF 
 
 

 
Impediments, Obstacles, Challenges & Opportunities 

 
 
 
* Legal & Factual Precedents exist in India (e.g., Orissa & Maharashtra; see Appendices 10, 13), 
which share same/similar legal framework to Bangladesh. (Opportunity)    
 
* SF Laws in Bangladesh (S. 28A FA 1927 & SF Rules 2004) have facilitated a Legal & Factual 
Precedent on Assignment of rights over RF Lands to Non-Governmental Actors.  (Opportunity)  
 
* VF Rules will formalize RF Communities’ Rights and secure Ownership & Participation of RF 
Communities in GOB/BFD-initiated forestry (including protection, re-forestation & afforestation). 
(Opportunity)    
 
 * Resistance of BFD against recognition of Non-Governmental Actors’ rights (usufructs rather 
than ownership rights). (Impediment) 
 
* Views of BFD about “Control Imperatives” preventing Equitable & Effective Co-Management 
Partnerships with Forest Dwelling Communities & Other Stakeholders.  (Impediment) 
 
* Demonstrating “win win” solutions and actually implemented models; e.g., Orissa & 
Maharashtra Village Forest Rules, India.  (Challenge) 
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Table 28D 
 

Minor Laws Review Roadmap IV 
 

Framing of New CHT Forest Transit Rules 
(Repealing CHT Forest Transit Rules 1973) 

 
 
 

 
 

Role of Focal  
Agencies 

 
Role of Other 

Governmental or 
Non-Governmental 

Agencies  
 

 
Role of UNDP  

and/or 
USAID & Other Donors  

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 

Remarks 

 
 

MOEF 
(inc. BFD) 

 

 
 
 
 

MOCHTA 
 
 

HTRC, HDCs, 
Traditional 
Institutions 

BipNet-CCBD 
MPFLR-CHT 

 
 

To consult all 
relevant 

stakeholders & 
pro-actively offer 
recommendations 

to MOEF 
 

 

* Facilitate GOB-
Stakeholder Dialogues 

 
* Facilitate Capacity-

Raising of Governmental 
&Non-Governmental 

Stakeholders 
 

* Utilise Development 
Partner Status in 

Dialogues with GOB 
(USAID & Donors) 

 

* Utilise its leverage as a 
major Development 

Partner of GOB 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2016 

 
*  Unless the New 
Rules incorporate 
practical procedures, 
Bona Fide Tree 
Planters & Forest 
Communities will 
continue to suffer  
 
* Current framework 
breeds inefficiency & 
corruption& results 
in disincentive to 
create tree 
plantations 
 
* CHTRC has already 
sent its views to 
MOEF&MOCHTA 
 
* BipNet-CCBD is 
conducting dialogues 
with BFD 

 

 
To conduct 

consultations 
with MOCHTA, 
CHTRC, HDCs, 

Traditional 
Institutions, 

Forest 
Dependent 

Communities & 
Others for 

Incorporation 
of desirable 
Elements in 

Proposed New 
Legislation 

 
Impediments, Obstacles, Challenges & Opportunities 

 
 
* Legal & Factual Precedents that embody Simpler Procedures of obtaining Permits without 
compromising the needs of protection of government-owned forests exist in India (e.g., Kerala), 
which shares same legal framework. (See Ch. 9.5.7, Appendix 9) (Opportunity)    
 
* Current orientation of Rules Put Burden of Proof on Tree Planters, to “disprove” that the forest 
produce “has not been stolen” from an RF or PF; It should be the other way round; 
SF Law. (see Ch. IX, esp. Ch. 9.5.5) (Impediment) 
 
* Restrictions against issuance of permits from areas adjacent to RFs, proposed RFs & PFs causes 
hardship, particularly on account creation of hundreds of new RFs (1990s-2010s). (See Ch. IX, 
esp. Ch. 9.5.4) (Impediment) 
 
* Reluctance of Senior FDOs to Delegate Authority to Field-Level Officers to process and grant 
permits causes delays, makes the process cumbersome, expensive and time-consuming. (See, Ch. 
IX), esp. Ch. 9.5.3 – 9.5.5 (Obstacles) 
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Table 29A 
 

Policy Review Roadmap I 
Creation of New Reserved Forests (1990s-2010s) 

& 
Forestry Master Plan 

 
 

 
 

Law 

 
 

Role of 
Focal  

Agency 

 
Role of Other 

Governmental 
or Non-

Governmental 
Agencies  

 

 
 

Role of UNDP  
and/or 

USAID & Other Donors  

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 

 
Remarks 

 
 
 
 
 

Creation 
of New 

Reserved 
Forests  

 
(1990s to 

2010s) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

MOEF 

 
MOCHTA 

CHTRC 
HDCs 

 
Circles 

 
Headmen’s 
Networks & 
Associations 

 
CSOs 
(inc. 

BIPNet-CCBD, 
MPFLR) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* Facilitate Dialogues 

 
 
 

* Support Data Gathering  
& Analysis 

 
 
 

* Support Capacity Building 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 
 

to 
 

2017 

 
 

* Facilitate De-
Reservation of 

those lands 
declared as RFs 
without FPIC of 

the communities 
 
 

* Facilitate 
exclusion of 

remaining areas 
from proposed 

reservation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forestry 
Master 

Plan 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MOEF 

 
MOCHTA 

CHTRC 
HDCs 

 
Circles 

 
Headmen’s 
Networks & 
Associations 

 
CSOs 
(inc. 

BIPNet-CCBD, 
MPFLR) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 
 

to 
 

2018 

 
 

* Finalize National 
Forest Policy in 

consultation with 
All Stakeholders 
(inc. CHT forest 

dependent 
communities) 

 
 

* Identification of 
Conservation, 
Plantation & 

Community Zones 
 
 

* Remove 
Inconsistencies 
between Laws 
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Table 29B 
 
 

Policy Review Roadmap II 
National Forests Policy Revision 

 
 

 
 

Role of 
Focal  

Agency 

 
Role of Other 

Governmental 
or Non-

Governmental 
Agencies  

 

 
Role of UNDP  

and/or 
USAID & Other Donors  

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 

Remarks 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOEF 
(inc. 
BFD) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
MOCHTA 

 
CHTRC 

 
BipNet-CCBD 

 
MPFLR-CHT 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* Facilitate GOB-

Stakeholder Dialogues 
 
 

* Facilitate Capacity-
Raising of Non-
Governmental 
Stakeholders 

 
 

* Facilitate Research, 
Consultations, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2016 

 
to 
 

2017 

 
 
 

* Although the time 
frame is shown as 2016-

17, actual time-frame 
depends on MOEF’s 
plans and exigencies 

 
 
 

* Specific 
Recommendations have 

emerged from 7 June 
2015 Regional 
Consultation  

(Appendix 29) 
 
 
 

* Observations & 
Recommendations of 

this author are 
contained in Chapters 

X & 13.5, among others 
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Table 29C 
 

Policy Review Roadmap III 
7th 5-Year Plan & Other National Policies  

 
 

 
 
 

Law 

 
 
Role of Focal  

Agency 

 
Role of Other 

Governmental 
or Non-

Governmental 
Agencies  

 

 
Role of UNDP  

and/or 
USAID & Other 

Donors  

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 
 

Remarks 

 
Amendments 

to  
National 

Environment 
Policy 

 

 
 

MOL 
MOCHTA 

 
 

CHTRC 
MPFLR-CHT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Facilitate  
GOB-

Stakeholder  
Dialogues & 

Consultations 
 
 
 

* Facilitate 
Capacity-
Raising of 

Non-
Governmental 
Stakeholders 

 
 
 

* Facilitate 
Research, 

Advocacy, etc. 
 

 
 
 
2016 

 

 
 

Amendments 
to 

BCCSAP 

 
 

 
MOEF 

 
MOCHTA 

CHTRC 
BFD 

BIPNeT-
CCBD 
BAF 

 
 
 

2016  
 

to 
 

2017 

 
* There is no express 
mention of IPs in Strategy 
 
* IPs of Coastal Areas 
(Barisal & Khulna 
Divisions) are particularly 
vulnerable 
 
* IPs of forest areas are 
vulnerable 
 

 
Inclusion of 

CHT-Specific 
Issues in  

7th 
5 Year Plan 

 

 
 
Ministry of 

Planning 
 

 
MOCHTA 

CHTRC 
BFD 

BIPNeT-
CCBD 
BAF 

 
 
 

 
2016 

 
* Draft is probably in 
stages of finalization 
 
* Space needs to be 
created for immediate 
consultations with CHT 
people, inc. indigenous 
communities 

 
 

Other 
National 
Policies 

 
Several 

Ministries 
& Agencies 

of GOB 

 
MOCHTA 

CHTRC 
BFD 

BIPNeT-
CCBD 

 

 
 

2016  
 

to 
 

2017 

 
The following are 
particularly pertinent: 
 
a. Land; b. Women’s 
Development; Water; 
Food;  
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Table 30A 
 

Roadmap on Administrative Orders&Policy Guidelines I 
(Village Common Forests) 

 
 

 
Action or 

Intervention 
 

 
Lead Role  

 

 
Supportive or 

Facilitative Role  

 
Time 

Frame 

 
Remarks 

 
Advise HDCs, DCs, Local 

Government Institutions, 
CHTDB, etc. to support VCF 
Protection & Management 

 
 

MOCHTA 
MOEF 

 

 
MOL, MLGRD 

CHTRC, HDCs, BFD, 
UNDP FAO, USAID, 

Donor Agencies 
 

 
 
2016 

 

 
* Recognize individual VCFs 

through Resolutions or  
Executive Orders 

 
* Issue orders to prevent 

Privatization & other Title 
Changes to VCF Lands 

 

 
 
 

 
HDCs 

 
 

DCs 
Circles 
UNDP 
FAO 

 
 
 

2016 
to 

2017 

 
A precedent exists 
for Rangamati 
HDC on Choto 
Horinga Mauza, 
Barkal. This can be 
a role model for all 
HDCs. 
 

 
Issue Administrative 

Orders to UNOs to Support 
Mauza Headmen in VCF 

Protection & Management 
 

 
 

DCs 

 
MOCHTA 

CHTRC 
HDCs 

 
 

2016 

 

 
 

Issue Advisory Guidelines 
& Administrative Orders to 
Headmen & Karbaries on 

VCF Management 

 
 
 
 

Circles 
 

 
UNDP& USAID 

 
To sustain & strengthen 
support, esp. to Circles, 

through CHTWCA 
Project& Expand its 

Activities 
 

 
 
2016 

to 
2018 

 
 

 
* Efforts of Circles 

are ongoing  
 

* CHTWCA Project 
focuses on only 

15-20 % of All VCF 
Communities  

 
Formulate & Issue 

Reporting Guidelinesin 
specific Formatsoutlining 

Periodical Measures taken.  
 

[a. Protection b. 
Delineation, Survey & 

Inventory. c. Protection 
against Fire & 

Encroachment. d. Dispute 
Resolution. e. Inclusion of 
Women & Disadvantaged 

Groups] 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Circles 

 

 
UNDP& USAID 

 
* Include All VCF 
Communities in 

CHTWCA Project  
 

* Enhance Capacity-
Building of Traditional 

Institutions through 
Revival of Previous 

CHTDF Component or 
Adopt New Component 

 
 

 
 

 
 
2018 

 
 

 
2016 

to 
2021 

 
Substantive 
success of 

CHTWCA (VCF) 
depends on: 

 
* Inclusion of All 

CHT VCFs;  
 

* Sustained 
Capacity-Building 

of Traditional 
Institutions & VCF 

Communities 
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Table 30B 

 
Roadmap on  

Administrative Orders &Policy Guidelines II 
(Reserved Forests)  

 
 
 

 
Subject 
Matter 

Programme 
or Project 

 

 
 

Focal  
Agency 

 

 
 

Facilitative 
Agencies 

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 

Measures 
 

(For Focal Agency unless 
Otherwise Stated) 

 

 
 

Remarks 

 
 

 
New 

Reserved 
Forests 

 
 

 
 
 
 
MOEF 

 
 
 

 
MOCHTA 

BFD 

 
 

 
2016 

to 
2017 

 
* De-Reserve the 

unviable units which are 
small “islands” amidst 

settlements 
 

* Return Lands to 
Individuals & 

Communities with 
Rights thereto 

 

 
* Scores of small RFs 
have been created in 

CHT, violating Natural 
Justice Principles (Due 

Process). 
 

* This has led to serious 
community trust of BFD. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Under 
Process 

Reserved 
Forests 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MOEF 

 
 
 

 
 
MOCHTA 

BFD 
CSOs 

 
 
 

 
 
2016 

to 
2017 

 
* Refrain from 

continuing process of 
reservation 

 
* Assist FSO with 

necessary information 
to exclude lands from 

reservation 
 

* Provide Legal Aid & 
Other Support to 

Adversely Affected 
Communities (CSOs) 

 

 
* Scores of small RFs 
have been created in 

CHT, violating Natural 
Justice Principles (Due 

Process). 
 

* This has led to serious 
community mistrust of 

BFD. 
 

 
 

Old 
“Island” 

Reserved 
Forests 

 
 

 
 

 
MOEF 

 
 
MOCHTA 

HDCs 
DCs 
BFD 

 
 

2016 
to 

2018 

 
* De-Reserve small 
unviable RF units 

 
* Hand over lands to 

HDCs-Circles for 
Appropriate Use 
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Table 30C 
 

Roadmap on  
Administrative Orders &Policy Guidelines III 

(PFs& Forest Cases, Timber Permits, Etc.)  
 

 
Subject Matter 

Programme 
or Project 

 

 
 

Focal  
Agency 

 

 
 

Facilitative 
Agencies 

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
Measures 

[By Focal Agency 
unless otherwise 

stated] 
 

 
 

Remarks 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Protected 
Forests 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

MOEF 

 
 
 
 

MOCHTA 
HDCs 
DCs 
BFD 

 
 

 
 
2016  

 
to 
 

2018 

 
* Hand over 

management of 
PFs to HDCs, 

according to HDC 
Acts 1989 

 
* Resolve disputes 
concerning claims 
of locals over title 
& possession of PF 

lands. 
 

 
Large parts of current & 
former PFs were part of 
the BFD’s Jum Control 

Division’s Orchard 
Projects whose titles 

were to have been 
transferred to orchard 

growers  
(see Ch. 7.1). 

 

 
 

Forest Act 
Criminal 

Cases 

 
 
 

MOEF 

 
BFD 
DC 

Legal Aid 
Organizations 

 
 

2016 
 

to  
 

2017 

 
* Conclude 

pending cases 
 

* Support legal 
representation 

(CSOs) 

 
Hundreds of oppressive 

cases have been filed 
against “faceless” 

villagers, which are 
pending and leading to 

hardship. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Timber 
Permits 

 
 

 
 
 
MOEF 
BFD 

 
 

 
 

MOCHTA 
CHTRC 

BIPNET-CCBD 
MPFLR-CHT 

 
 
 
 

 
2016 

 
* MOEF/BFD to 

Finalize CHT 
Forest Transit 

Rules in 
consultation with 
All Stakeholders 

 
* UNDP, FAO, 

USAID to Facilitate 
& Support 

Dialogues & 
Capacity-Building 

 

 
* BFD & BIPNET-CCBD 

are in process of 
dialogue 

 
* Dialogue requires 
political & technical 

support 
 

* Possibilities of “win-
win” solutions for a 

consensual or agreed 
document 

 
 

 
 
Unauthorized 

Furniture 
Factories 

 

 
 

 
 
MOEF 
BFD 

 
 
 

MOCHTA 
CHTRC 

BIPNET-CCBD 
MPFLR-CHT  

 
 
 
 
2016 

to 
2017 

 
* New CHT Forest 
Transit Rules to 

include measures 
 

* Authority should 
be transferred 
(from DCs to 

HDCs) 
 

 
* Arbitrary Permits by 

DCs concern illegal 
timber 

 
* Causing Deforestation 

& Forest Degradation 
 

* Marginalizing bona 
fide Tree Farmers & 

local Timber Merchants 
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Table 31A 
 

Programmatic Roadmap I 
(Forestry Sector Programmes) 

 
 

 
 

Programme 
Or Project 

 
 

Role of 
Focal  

Agency 

 
Role of Other 

Governmental 
or Non-

Governmental 
Agencies  

 

 
Role of UNDP  

and/or 
USAID & 

Other Donors  

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 
 

Remarks 

 
 
 

 
 

SF 
Programmes 

 
 
 

 
 

MOCHTA 
CHTRC 

 
HDCs 

 
Circles 

 
Headmen’s 
Networks & 
Associations 

 
CSOs 

 
(inc. BIPNet-

CCBD, 
MPFLR) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

* Facilitate GOB-
Stakeholder 
Dialogues& 

Consultations 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Facilitate Capacity-
Raising of Non-
Governmental 
Stakeholders 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2016 
 

 
* Although the time 
frame is shown as 
2016, this may 
entail a longer, and 
on-going process. 
 
* A more realistic 
timeframe may be 
developed with due 
regard to the plans 
& exigencies of 
MOEF & BFD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other 
Forestry 

Sector 
Programmes 

of BFD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MOEF 
(inc. 
BFD) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOCHTA 
 

CHTRC 
 

BipNet-
CCBD 

 
MPFLR-CHT 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 
 

to 
 

2017 

 
* Although the time 
frame is shown as 
2016-17, actual 
time-frame 
depends on MOEF’s 
plans and 
exigencies 
 
 
* Specific 
Recommendations 
have emerged from 
7 June 2015 
Regional 
Consultation 
(Appendix 29) 
 
 
* Observations & 
Recommendations 
of this author are 
contained in 
Chapters 
X & 12.5, among 
others 
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Table 31B 
 

Programmatic Roadmap II 
(Projects Impingingupon Forests, Watersheds & Environment) 

 
 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 5 

 
6 

 
7 

 
 
 

2 

 
Implementing 

Agency& 
Programme 

or Project  
 

 
Environmental 

Issue 

 
 

Required Action 
 
 

Monitoring 
Agency 

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 

Remarks 

 
 

 
 
 
 

3 

 
Non-BFD 

GOB Agencies 
NGOs 

 
Ecologically 

Harmful 
Plantations 

styled as 
“Forestry” 

 

 
* Biodiversity 

impinged 
 

* Water 
sources 

impinged 
 
 

 
Disallow 

projects or 
expansion 

unless SIA, EIA, 
WSIA so 
supports 

 

MOEF 

MOCHTA 

CHTRC 

 
 

2016  
 

to 
 

2021 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

4 

 
 
 
 

CHTDB 
 

Rubber & Other 
Mono Plantation 

Projects 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

* Biodiversity 
impinged 

 
* Water 
sources 

impinged 
 
 

 
* Restrict 
Activity 

 
* Disallow 

future projects 
or expansion 

unless SIA, EIA, 
WSIA so 

support (Such 
Assessments 

must be 
Mandatory) 
 (MOCHTA 

through 
CHTRC)  

 

 

 

MOEF 

DOE 

CHTRC 

 
 
 

 
 
2016  

 
to 
 

2021 

 
 

* DOE has 
no presence 

in CHT 
 

* DOE’s role 
in CHT 

should be 
under 

supervision 
of HDCs & 

CHTRC 
 

 
 
 

5 

 
R & H 
ECB 

LGED 
CHTDB 

 
Road-Building  

 

 
* Deforestation 

& Landslides 
 

* Biodiversity 
& Water 
Sources 

impinged 
 

 
 
Make EIA, SIA, 

WSIA 
Clearance 

Mandatory 

 

MOEF 

DOE 

CHTRC 

 
 

2016  
 

to 
 

2021 

 

 
 

 
 

6 

 
Climate Change 

Trust Funds 
under GOB 

 
Ecologically 

Harmful Projects 
& Lack of 

Accountability  
 

 

 
* Plantations 

promoted 
rather than 
Biodiverse 

Forests 
 

* Capacity 
Needs of VCF 
 Communities 

 
 

*  Trust Funds 
shouldSupport

VCF 
Communities & 

Traditional 
Institutions 

 

MOEF 

MOCHTA 

CHTRC 

 
 
 

2016  
 

to 
 

2021 
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Table 31C 
 

Programmatic Roadmap III 
(Other Projects& Programmes) 

 
 

Implementing 
Agency 

& 
Programme 
or Project  

 

 
 

Opportunity 

 
 
 

Challenge 
 
 

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 
 

Remarks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHTWCA 
(VCF 

Component) 
 

 
* Build upon Current 

Gains & Expand Project 
to Directly Include All 

VCFs in CHT 
 

* Facilitate Registration 
or Recognition of VCFs by 

HDCs 
 

* Expand Data Base, 
Mapping (GIS, GPs), 
Training & Capacity 

Building 
 

* Utilize Strong 
Traditional Ties of Circles 
with Headmen-Karbaries 

& VCF Communities 
through Hands-On Role 

in Project 
Implementation & 

Monitoring 
 

 
* Prevent Dilution of 
Gains Made through 
executing LOAS with 

HDCs rather than 
Circles 

 
* Prevent Bureaucratic 
Wrangling by HDC Staff 

in Project 
Implementation (if LOA 

Executed with HDCs) 
 

* Retain “Hands-On” 
Role of Circles in 

Implementing Project & 
Monitoring Staff 

Activities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 
 

to 
 

2021 

 
 
 
 

* The VCF Component 
LOA, formerly executed 
with Circles is proposed 

to be executed with 
HDCs 

 
* The proposed change is 
likely to severely disrupt 

the current gains and 
affect the confidence of 

the Traditional 
Institutions  & VCF 

Communities upon the 
GOB & UNDP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHTWCA 
(RF 

Component) 
 

 
* Facilitate Adoption of 

VF Rules 
 

* Discontinue SF 
Programmes in RFs 

 
* Facilitate Livelihood 

Security for RF 
Communities 

 
* Facilitate Education & 
Healthcare Facilities for 

RF Communities 
 

* Facilitate Rehabilitation 
of IDPs currently 

sheltered in RFs through 
CHT Task Force on 

Refugees & Displaced 
People 

 

 
* Policing Approach of 
BFD to Management of 

RFs 
 

* Reluctance of MOEF & 
BFD to Transfer Rights 

over RFs to Others 
(such as assignment in 

VFs) 
 

*  Freezing of Process of 
Amending Land 

Commission Law 
&Dysfunctionality of 

CHT Land Commission 
 

* Weaknesses of CHT 
Task Force on Refugees 

& Displaced People 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 
 

to 
 

2021 

 
 

*  Agreed Upon reforms 
to CHT Land 

Commission law lying 
Unattended 

 
* CHT Laqnd 
Commission 

Dysfunctional 
 

* Mandate of CHT Task 
Force on Refugees 

&Displaced People is 
Weak & Ineffective 

 
* RF Communities have 
no incentive to conserve 

& protect forest 
resources of RFs 

 
 
 
 

CHT-Specific 
Projects of FAO 

 

 
* Expand Current Pilot 

Project involving 
Swidden Cultivators 

 
* Add Similar 

Components under FAO 
to CHTWCA  

(VCF Component)  
 

 
 
 

* Promoting Inter-
Agency Harmonization 

& Collaboration 
between UNDP & FAO 

 
 

 
 

2016 
 

to 
 

2021 

 
 

* FAO Policy on 
Indigenous Peoples & 

Voluntary Guidelines is a 
facilitative tool for CHT 

 

    
  



206 
 
 
 

Table 31D 
 

Possible interventions by Governmental,  
Regional, District and Traditional Institutions, and NGOs 

To Adopt & Support 
Watershed Management Plans in the CHT 

 
 
 

 
Action or 

Intervention 

 
 

Lead Role  
 

 
Supportive or 

Facilitative Role  

 
Time 

Frame 
 

 
Remarks 

 
Adopt Watershed 
Management Plans 
at different levels: 
 
a. Mauzas   
 
b. Mauza Clusters  
 
c. Minor 
Watersheds  
 
d. Major 
Watersheds  
 
NB: b & c could be 
within RFs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HDCs 
BFD 
DOE 

 
 
 
 

MOCHTA 
MOEF 

Circle Chiefs 
DCs, UNOs 

UNDP 
FAO 

 

 
 
 

 
 

2016 
 

to 
 

2021 
 

 
 
* One challenge is that watershed 
often cross Administrative 
Boundaries (mauza, union, circle, 
district, etc. etc.) & Departmental 
or Institutional Boundaries (BFD, 
Circle-District divisions).  
 
 
* Therefore, trans-institutional 
cooperation is vital to successfully 
manage watersheds, particularly 
the large watersheds  

 

 
 
 
 
Supervise 
Watershed 
Management Plans 

 
 
 

 
 

CHTRC  

 
DOE 

HDCs 
Circle Chiefs 
DCs, UNOs 

FAO 
UNDP 

 
 

 
2016 

 
to 
 

2021 
 

 
* One or more Boards or 
Committees could be constituted, 
under chairpersonship of CHTRC 
Chair, to help conserve: a. Soil; b. 
Water; c. Fauna; d. Flora. 
 
* The Board/Committee would 
include HDCs; BFD; Circle Chiefs; 
representatives of MOCHTA; 
MOEF.   
 

 
 
 
Adopt & Enforce 
Watershed 
Protection Policy or 
Guideline  

 
 
 
 
MOCHTA 
 

 

CHTRC 
HDCs 

DOE, BFD 
Circle Chiefs 

DCs 

 
 
 

2016 
 

to 
 

2021 
 

 
Such Guideline or Policy would 
help ensure that all major Road & 
Infrastructure Projects (R&H, 
LGED, CHTDB, HDC, etc.) refrain 
from implementing projects 
without a Watershed Impact 
Assessment Certificate from 
MOCHTA, under recommendation 
of CHTRC  
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Table 32A 

 
Capacity Building Roadmap I 

 
 
 

Programme 
or Project  

 

 
 

Activity 
 

 
Focal & 

Suppportive 
or Facilitative 

Agencies 
 

 
 

Financing  
Agency 

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 

Remarks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Capacity 
Building 
of MOEF 

 

 
* Establish Cell on 
CHT Environment & 
Forest under a JS 
 
* Re-Orient 
Organogram of BFD 
in CHT  
 
* Enhance BFD 
Manpower in CHT 
 
* Provide 
Specialized Training 
to BFD on CHT 
Legal, 
Adminsitrative & 
Social Contexts  
 
* Vet all Laws, 
Policies & 
Programmes in 
conformity with 
Treaties & REDD+ 
Process 

 
 
 

Focal 
Agency 

 
MOEF 

 
 

Facilitative 
Agencies 

 
 

MOCHTA 
CHTRC 
UNDP 
FAO 

UNEP 
BFRI 

Universities 

 
 

GOB 
UNDP 

UN REDD 
USAID 

 
 

Bilateral 
Development 

Agencies  
 
 

Multilateral 
Lending 
Agencies 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2016  

 
to 
 

2018 

 
* Appropriate & 
Context-Specific Focus 
on CHT is absent 
 
* Jurisdiction of Circles, 
Divisions, Ranges & 
Beats in CHT is 
irrational & 
dysfunctional [CHT is 
divided between 
Rangamati & 
Chittagong Circles and 
designation of DFO 
(Jum Control) & DFO 
(USF) is meaningless 
today] 
 
* Existing division of 
manpower is 
inappropriate & 
insufficient to deal 
with forest & 
plantation issues 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Capacity 
Building 

of 
MOCHTA 

 
 

 
* Establish Cell on 
Environment, 
Climate Change & 
Forest under a JS 
 
* Establish 
Database on VCFs & 
Watersheds 
 
* Appoint 
Environment & 
Social Development 
Specialists 
 
* Facilitate 
Registration or 
Recognition of VCFs  
 
* Provide Capacity 
Building Support to 
Traditional 
Institutions 
 

 
Focal 

Agency 
 

MOCHTA 
 
 

 
Facilitative 

Agencies 
 

 
MOEF 
CHTRC 
UNDP 
FAO 

UNEP 
BFRI 

Universities 

 
 

GOB 
UNDP 

UN REDD 
USAID 

 
 

Bilateral 
Development 

Agencies  
 
 
 

Multilateral 
Lending 
Agencies 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2016  

 
to 
 

2018 

 
* MOCHTA has no cell 
or other expertise to 
monitor Environment, 
Climate Change & 
Forest issues 
 
* MOCHTA has no 
system of monitoring 
& facilitating the 
functions of the 
Traditional Institutions 
 
* MOCHTA has no 
programme or fund 
allocation to support 
the Traditional 
Institutions 
 
* MOCHTA has no 
system of monitoring 
the environmental 
impact of CHTDB & 
HDC projects funded 
through it  
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Table 32B 
 

Capacity Building Roadmap II 
 

 
 

Programme 
or Project  

 

 
 

Activity 
 

 
Focal, 

Supportive  
& Funcing 
Agencies 

 

 
 

Time 
Frame 

 
 

Remarks 

 
 

 
Capacity 

Building of 
CHTRC 

 

 
* Establish Cell on 
Environment & Forest  
 
* Appoint Environment & 
Social Development 
Specialists 
 
* Vet all Projects that 
impinge upon Environment, 
Forests & Watersheds  
 

 
 
 

Focal Agencies 
CHTRC 
HDCs 
BFD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supportive 
Agencies 

 
MOPA, MOEF 

MOCHTA 
UNDP, FAO 

BFRI 
Universities 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Funding 
Agencies 

GOB, UNDP 
UN REDD 

USAID 
Donors 

& Lenders 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
2017 

 
to 
 

2018 

 
* CHTRC’s support staff are 
few & only from Civil 
Service backgrounds, 
whose expertise does not 
extend to Forest, Law & 
Environment matters 
 
* Vetting of CHT projects 
requires skilled personnel 
on Environment, Culture & 
Development matters 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Capacity 

Building of 
HDCs 

 
 

 
* Re-Orient Organogram & 
Establish Cell(s) on 
Environment, Development 
& Forest  
 
* Appoint Land, Survey, 
Forest, Environment & 
Culture Specialists 
 
* Provide Registration or 
Recognition to Mauza 
Forests (VCFs) 
 
* Frame Regulations on 
exercise of Authority on 
Land, Forests & Jum 
Cultivation 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

2017 
 

to 
 

2018 

 
* Current Organogram 
inappropriate to deal with 
Environment, 
Development, Forest, Land, 
Law & Culture matters 
 
* Support staff are few & 
only from Civil Service or 
Engineering backgrounds 
 
* Jurisdiction on Land, 
Forest, Environment, etc. 
not clarified in Regulations 
& Rules 

 
 

 
 

Capacity 
Building of 

BFD 
 

 
 
 
 
* Training & Orientation on 
CHT System, Laws & Ecology 
 
* Increased Manpower 
 
* Rationalization of 
responsibilities of CFs, DFOs, 
ROs, FOs, BOs  

 
 
 

 
 

2016 
 

to 
 

2018 

 
* FDOs have insufficient 
knowledge & experience on 
CHT system, laws & ecology 
 
* BFD Manpower in CHT is 
insufficient 
 
* BFD Set-Up in CHT is 
irrational & dysfunctional 
[CHT is under Rangamati & 
Chittagong Forest Circles 
and the designations of 
DFO (USF) & DFO (Jum 
Control) are irrelevant 
today] 
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Table 32C 

 
Capacity Building Roadmap III 

 
 

 
Programme 

or 
Project 

 
Activity 

 

 
Focal, Supportive  

& Funcing Agencies 
 

 
Time  

Frame 

 
 

Remarks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Capacity 
Building of 

Circles 
 

 
* Appoint Support Staff 
with Land, Forest, Survey, 
Law& Judicial Expertise 
 
* Establish Database on 
Mauza Forests & Other 
Community Lands 
 
* Establish Permanent 
Training Centre for 
Headmen & Karbaries & 
Conduct Training at Circle 
& Sub-Circle Levels 
 
* Procure Office Equipment 
& logistics to deal with data 
gathering, archiving, 
survey, demarcation & 
mapping (GPS, GIS) 
 
* Adopt Annual & Sub-
Annual Monitoring Targets 
to Supervise work of 
Headmen & Karbaries 
 
 

 
 
 

Focal Agencies  
Circles 

Headmen & 
Karabries’ 

Associations & 
Networks 

 
 
 
 
 

Supportive 
Agencies 

 
MOCHTA 

UNDP, FAO, ILO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Funding Agencies 

GOB, UNDP 
UN REDD 

USAID 
Donors & Lenders  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 
 

to 
 

2021 

 
* Current Staff 
insufficient to 
address matters of 
land disputes, survey, 
mapping, database 
 
* Some staff are 
experienced but 
overloaded with 
duties 
 
* Logistical 
equipment is few 
(computers, printers, 
photocopiers, GIS, 
GPS tools, furniture, 
etc.) 
 
* Grants from GOB 
totally absent & 
Income from 
Honoraria & Land 
Revenue totally 
inadequate to hire 
necessary staff & 
procure logistics 
 

 
 
 

Capacity 
Building of 
Headmen 

& 
Karbaries 

 

 
* Conduct Trainings  
 
* Provide Logistical & 
Manpower Support to 
Headmen’s & Karbaries’ 
Networks & Associations 
 
* Compile & Update 
Training Manuals for 
Headmen & Karbaries 
 
* Facilitate Regular 
Governmental Fund 
Allocation for Office 
Management  
 

 
 
 
 

 
2016 

 
to 
 

2021 

 
* Headmen & 
Karbaries get a 
meagre GOB monthly 
honorarium of Tk. 
1,000 & 500, 
respectively 
 
* Effective Office 
Management is 
impossible with the 
honoraria & revenue 
incomes 
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Table 32D 

Capacity Building Roadmap IV 
 

Programme 
or 

Project 
Activity 

Focal, 
Supportive 
&Funcing 
Agencies 

Time 
Frame Remarks 

Capacity 
Building of 

Forest 
Dependent 

Communities 

* Facilitate Organizational
Strengthening of VCF 
Associations & Networks 

* Support Mapping,
Demarcation & 
Delineation of VCF 
Boundaries (inc. through 
GIS, GPS)  

* Support Village, Mauza
& Other Forest & 
Watershed Management 
Plans  

* Integrate VCF
Communities in UNREDD 
& other REDD& 
Programmes 

* Support awareness-
raising & advocacy work 
on Forest & Land Rights 
and Traditional 
Knowledge related to 
Sustainable Forest 
Management 

Focal 
Agencies  

HDCs 
Circles 

Headmen  
NGOs & CSOs 

Supportive 
Agencies 

MOCHTA 
MOEF 

UNDP, FAO, 
ILO 

Funding 
Agencies 

GOB, UNDP 
UN REDD 

USAID 
Donors & 
Lenders 

2016 

to 

2021 

* The strengthening of
Forest Dependent 
Communities is crucial for 
Bangladesh’s success in 
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Figure 1 

Process of Timber Extraction & Export Permit 
(Transit Pass) 

  Acronym/Abbreviation: 

  DC: Deputy Commissioner; DFO: Divisional Forest Officer; 
ACF: Assistant Conservator of Forest; 

     Source: 

Adopted From: Raja Devasish Roy, Background Study on the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts Land Situation, 

    CARE-Bangladesh, Rangamati, June 2004, p. 39 

Based on information provided by the Office of the Conservator of Forests,  
Rangamati, the Movement for the Protection of Forest and Land Rights in the CHT 

& UKJKS (Tribal Tree Farmers and Timber Merchants’ Association)  
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Figure 2 

Structure of Bangladesh Forest Department 
(Rangamati Circle) 

Source: 
Raja Devasish Roy, Background Study on the Chittagong Hill Tracts Land Situation, 

CARE-Bangladesh, Rangamati, June 2004, p. 
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Appendix 1 

Extracts from the CHT Regulation 1900 

The Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation, 1900 (I of 1900) 
(Regulation I of 1900)   [17 January 1900] 

A regulation to declare the law applicable in, and provide for, the administration of, the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts in [Bangladesh]. 

(Received the assent of the Governor-General on the 6th Jan., 1900; published in the Gazette of India on the 
13th idem; and in the Calcutta Gazette on the 17th idem) 

WHEREAS it is expedient to declare the law applicable in, and provide for the administration of, the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts in [Bangladesh], it is hereby enacted as follows: - 

CHAPTER – I 

PRELIMINARY 

Short title, extent and commencement - 

1.(1) This Regulation may be called the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation, 1900. 

(2) It extends to the Chittagong Hill Tracts; and 

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the [Government] may, by notification in the [Official 
Gazette], appoint. 

Definitions- 

2. In this Regulation -
(a) The expression “Chittagong Hill Tracts” means the area known by that name as existing on the first 
day of January 1936; and  

 [(b)“Commissioner” and “Additional Commissioner” mean respectively the Commissioner and the 
Additional Commissioner of the Chittagong Division]; 

(c) ‘District Judge’ means the District Judge appointment by the Government in consultation with the 
Supreme Court of Bangladesh;  

(d) ‘Joint District Judge’ means the joint District Judge appointment by the Government in consultation 
with the Supreme Court of Bangladesh.”  
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CHAPTER – II 

LAWS 

Chittagong Hill Tracts; how to be administered- 

3. Subject to the provisions of this Regulation, the administration of the Chittagong Hill Tracts
shall be carried on in accordance with the rules for the time being in force under section 18. 

4. Enactments applicable in Chittagong Hill Tracts -

(1) The enactments specified in the Schedule, to the extent and with the modifications therein set 
forth and so far as they are not inconsistent with this Regulation or the Rules for the time being 
in force thereunder, are hereby declared to be in force in the Chittagong Hill Tracts.  

       (2) No other enactment heretofore or hereafter passed shall be deemed to apply in the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts: 

Provided that the [Government] may, by notification in the [Official Gazette] - 

(a) declare that any other enactment shall apply in the said Tracts, either wholly or to the extent or 
with the modifications which may be set forth in the notification; or 

(b) declare that any enactment which is specified in the schedule, or which has been declared to 
apply by a notification under clause (a) of this sub-section, shall cease to apply in the said Tracts.  

 [Provided further that no such declaration shall be made after the commencement of Part III of the 
Govt. of India Act, 1935.]  

CHAPTER – III 

APPOINTMENT AND POWERS OF CERTAIN OFFICERS 

Appointment of Deputy Commissioner and Subordinate Officers 

5. The [Government] may, by notification in the [Official Gazette] –

(a) appoint any person to be the [Deputy Commissioner] of the Chittagong Hill Tracts; and 

 (b) appoint so many [Deputy Magistrates and Deputy Collectors] and other officers as it thinks fit to 
assist in the administration of the said Tracts. 
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Investment of Deputy Magistrate and Deputy Collector or Sub-Deputy Magistrate and Sub-Deputy 
Collector with powers of Deputy Commissioner 

6. The [Government] may, by notification in the [Official Gazette], invest any [Deputy Magistrate and
Deputy Collector, or Sub-Deputy Magistrate and Sub-Deputy Collector] with all or any of the powers of 
the [Deputy Commissioner] under this Regulation or the rules for the time being in force thereunder, 
and define the local limits of his jurisdiction. 

Chittagong Hill Tracts to be three Districts under three Deputy Commissioners 

7. The Chittagong Hill Tracts shall constitute [three districts] for the purposes of criminal jurisdiction
and for revenue and general purposes, the [Deputy Commissioner] shall be the District Magistrate, and 
subject to any orders passed by the Local Government under section 6, the general administration of 
the said Tracts, in criminal, revenue and all other matters, shall be vested in the [Deputy 
Commissioner]. 

Three Hill Districts of Chittagong Hill Tracts to be Separate Sessions Divisions under Separate Sessions 
Judges 

8. (1) The Rangamati, Khagrachari and Bandarban districts of the Chittagong Hill Tracts shall
constitute three separate sessions divisions and the concerned District Judge shall be the Sessions 
Judge of the respective sessions divisions and the Joint District Judge shall be the Assistant Sessions 
Judge.  

 (2) The Sessions Judge may take cognizance of any offence as a court of original jurisdiction, without 
the accused being committed to him by the Magistrate for trial, and when so taking cognizance, shall 
follow the procedure prescribed by the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898), for the trial 
of cases by Magistrates. 

Three Hill Districts to be Separate Civil Jurisdictions under Separate Districts Judges 

 (3) The Rangamati, Khagrachari and Bandarban districts of the Chittagong Hill Tracts shall constitute 
three separate civil jurisdictions under three District Judges.    

(4) The Join District Judge as a court of original jurisdiction, shall try all civil cases in accordance with 
the existing laws, customs and usages of the districts concerned, except the cases arising out of the 
family laws and other customary laws of the tribes of the districts of Rangamati, Khagrachari and 
Bandarban respectively which shall be triable by the Mauza Headmen and Circle Chiefs. 

 (5) An appeal against the order, judgment and decree of the Joint District Judge shall lie to the District 
Judge 

High Court Division 

9. The [High Court Division] shall exercise the powers of a [High Court Division] for all purposes of the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898). 
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Power to make rules 

18. (1) The [Government] may make rules for carrying into effect the objects and purposes of this
Regulation. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may- 

(a) Provide for the administration of civil justice in the Chittagong Hill Tracts; 

(b) Prohibit, restrict or regulate the appearance of legal practitioners in cases arising in the said 
Tracts; 

(c) Provide for the registration of documents in the said Tracts; 

(d) Regulate or restrict the transfer of land in the said Tracts; 

[(dd) provide for the control of money-lenders and the regulation and control of money-lending in the 
said Tracts]; 

(e) Provide for the sub-division of the said Tracts into circles, [and those circles] into mauzas; 

(f) Provide for the collection of the rent and the administration of revenue generally in the said circles, 
and mauzas through the chiefs and Headman;  

(g) Define the powers and jurisdiction of the chiefs, and headmen, and regulate the exercise by them of 
such powers and jurisdiction;  

(h) Regulate the appointment and dismissal of headmen;  

(i) Provide for the remuneration of chiefs, headmen and village officers generally by the assignment of 
lands for the purpose or otherwise as may be thought desirable;  

(j) Prohibit, restrict or regulate the migration of cultivating rayats from one circle to another; 

(k) Regulate the requisition by Government of land required for public purposes; 

 [(kk) provide for compulsory vaccination in the said Tracts;] 

(l) Provide for the levy of taxes in the said Tracts; 

 [(ll) provide for the registration for the persons who are habitual consumers of opium in the said 
Tracts; and] 

(m) regulate the procedure to be observed by officers acting under this Regulation or the rules for the 
time being force thereunder;  

(3) All rules made by the [Government] under this section shall be published in the [Official Gazette] 
and on such publication, shall have effect as if enacted by this Regulation. 

 [(4) The powers conferred by this section on the [Government] shall be powers of the 
[Government] as respects rules for the regulation of the following matters, namely: - 
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(a) the possession of firearms and ammunition and the manufacture of gunpowder; 

(b) the cultivation, manufacture and sale for export of opium; and 

(c) the import or export across customs frontiers, as defined by the [Government], of any 
intoxicating drug or foreign spirit or fermented liquor.] 

RULES FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS 

1. Administration of Civil Justice -

The Administration of Civil Justice shall be conducted in the most simple and expeditious manner 
compatible with the equitable disposal of the matter or suits.  

2.The officer dealing with the matter or suit will in the first instance endeavour, upon the viva voce
examination of the parties, to make a justice award between them. Witnesses should not be sent for, 
except when the officer is unable without them to come to a decision upon the facts of the case.  

3.The record shall contain the following particulars, namely, the name of the plaintiff, the name of the
defendant, the nature of the claim or other matter in litigation, an abstract of the plaintiff’s case and 
abstract of the defendant’s case, an abstract of the depositions of the witnesses (where witnesses are 
examined), the ground of the decision, and the other signed and dated.  

4.No court-fess shall be payable on a memorandum of appeal in cases where a Chakma, Mogh or
member of any tribe indigenous to the Hill Tracts is an appellant, nor shall such fee be payable by 
Hillmen in the said tracts in revenue cases in respect of petitions for settlement or relinquishment of 
lands, remission of rents, mutation, demarcation and sub-letting of lands. ` 

A court-fee of two annas only shall be payable on all petitions relating to miscellaneous matters 
including petitions praying for time presented whether by Hillmen or by non-hillmen in the said 
Tracts.  

5. For the service of processes, fees shall be payable at the rate of six annas a day, according to the
number of days required for service, to the person to whom the process is sent for service. The name 
of such person and the fee payable to him shall be endorsed on the process by the officer who issued it.  

6. In the issue and enforcing of processes and commissions and the execution of decree the officer shall
be guided as far as may be, by the provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Act V of 1908), for 
the time being in force. 

In the case of processes and decrees received from Courts of other districts, the following rules shall be 
observed: -  

(1) The Deputy Commissioner shall serve all processes and execute decrees, which are sent to him for 
service or execution by civil courts outside the Chittagong Hill Tracts courts, and which are 
accompanied -  

(a) by an English letter explaining, in the case of process, the nature of the suit, and forwarding , in the 
case of decree, a copy of the judgment; and  
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(b) by the fees prescribed by the High Court. 

(2) In any case in which, owing to boat-hire or the carriage of rations or similar causes the cost of 
service or execution will exceed the fees received, the Deputy Commissioner will stay service and will 
state the costs to the civil Court concerned, and request that the requisite amount be forwarded. 

(3) In any case in which the Deputy Commissioner finds that the process should not be served, or that 
the decree should not be executed, he will record his reasons for so finding, and will at once forward 
them to the Civil Court concerned, and will retain the process or decree and fees till final orders are 
passed. 

(4) In any case in which the judgment-debtor is a member of an indigenous tribe and was not residing 
in or carrying on business outside the Hill Tracts at the time when the debt was contracted, if the 
decree sent for execution from a Court outside the Hill Tracts includes interest and costs which would 
not be admissible under these rules in the Hill Tracts, the Deputy Commissioner may, for reason to be 
recorded in writing, refuge to execute the decree to the extent of the interest and cost not admissible 
under the rules. He shall forward a copy of his order to the Civil Court concerned. An objection to an 
order under this rule may be preferred only by the decree-holder within thirty days to the 
Commissioner under section 17(2) or to Government under Section 17(3) of the Regulation.  

(5) In either of the cases provided for by rules (2) and (3), the Civil Court concerned may refer the 
Deputy Commissioner’s order directly to the Commissioner of Chittagong, and the Commissioner shall 
pass orders on such reference and communicate them directly to the Civil Court concerned. If any Civil 
Court desires to make a reference from the Commissioner’s order, such reference shall be addressed to 
the Dist. Judge for the Orders of Government.  

(6).The Deputy Commissioner, will serve the processes and execute the decrees referred to in these 
rules by the agency of a Nazir (through the Sub-Divisional Officer concerned), or of the Circle Chiefs, or 
of the registered Headmen, according to the rank and status of the person on whom the process is to 
be served or who is the judgment-debtor. The police may not be employed in such service or 
execution, except to convey the sealed orders to the agent selected for service or execution.  

7. The Deputy Commissioner will, in every case, report on the service of the process to the Civil Court
concerned, and as regards the execution of decrees, will keep up communication with such Court till 
the case is disposed of.  

7. (i) The rate of interest decreed by the Court shall in no case exceed 10% percent per annum in the
case of unsecured loans, 8% percent per annum in the case of secured loans and to compound interest 
arising from any intermediate adjustment of account shall be decreed.  

7 (ii) The rate of interest decreed by the Courts shall in no case exceed 183/4 percent per annum and no 
compound interest arising from any intermediate adjustment of account shall be decreed.  

7 (A) No Court shall decree on account of arrears of interest a sum greater than the principal of the 
loan.  

8. Deeds which must be registered under the rules following for the registration of deeds shall not be
allowed to be filed in any suit unless they have been duly registered. 
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9. Suits shall be admitted only on registered bonds in all cases in which registration would be
compulsory if the transactions, out of which the claims arise, were completed by the execution of 
bonds.  

10. All orders passed in Civil Suits shall be appealable to the Commissioner, who may decide by whom
the costs in any such appeal shall be paid. 

10. (A)  No suit shall lie in CHT on account of credit sales when the aggregate amount of the claim
exceeds twenty rupees. 

The Land -Transfers, Partitions and Subletting 

34. (1) No settlement of Government Khas land shall be made in the district of Chittagong Hill Tracts
except  

to the extent and in the manner specified below: - 

(a)(i) The quantity of cultivable or cultivated flat land to be settled for plough cultivation with a single 
family of hill-men or non-hillmen residents shall be such as added to the quantity of such land already 
in it possession does not exceed 5 acres. In addition to the flat land for plough cultivation, land for 
grove plantation not exceeding 5 acres may be settle with such family; but in a case where the 
performance of a lessee is found by the Deputy Commissioner to be highly satisfactory, a further 
quantity of land for grove plantation may be settled with such family so that the quantity of land so 
settled does not, when added to the quantity of land for grove lantation already in his possession, 
exceed 10 acres. Settlement of land for plough cultivation or grove plantation under this sub-clause 
shall be free of salami.  

(ii) A lease for plough cultivation and for grove plantation under sub-clause (1) shall be granted by the 
Deputy Commissioner:  

Provided that lease if land only for plough cultivation may be granted to a cultivating hillmen by the 
Sub-divisional Officer. An application of a hillmen for lease of plough land may be made to the 
headman who will forward it to the Sub-divisional Officer with his recommendation.  

(iii) The rent for plough land leased out under sub-clause (1) shall be assessed at the usual rate of 
raiyati rent by the authority who grants the lease: 

Provided that when any land, which had not been cultivated before, is so leased out, no rent shall be 
payable for the first three years of the lease.  

(iv) The groveland leased out under sub-clause (1) shall be rent-free for the first three years and shall 
be assessed to rent as third class land for the next three years followed by an assessment to be made 
by the Deputy Commissioner in accordance with the producers of the land.  

Explanation - In this sub-rule, “grove land” means flat land and bumpy land and includes  
such foot-hill land as would not require terracing, full or modified, to be utilised solely for plantation of 
fruit trees and other trees. 

(b)(i) Land for rubber plantation and other plantation on commercial basis may be settled with a 
person on long term lease basis by the Deputy Commissioner up to 25 acres and by the Commissioner 
up to 100 acres. Settlement of land exceeding 100 acres shall not be made without the prior sanction of 
the Government. Salami for settlement of land under this clause shall be charged at 100 per cent, of 
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market value, 10 per cent of which shall be payable in the first year and the balance shall be 
payable at 5 per cent in the 8th to 17th year and 10 per cent in the 18th to 21st  year;  
 
Provided that in the case of hillmen and non-hillmen residents salami for lease up to 25 acres shall be 
charged at 50 per cent of market value, 5 per cent of which shall be payable in the first year and the 
balance shall be payable at 2 ½ per cent in the 8th to 17th year and 5 per cent in the 18th to 21st year.  
 
(ii) Usual raiyati rate of rent shall be payable for the land settled under this clause from the date of 
execution of the lease deed.  

 
(c)(i) Land up to 10 acres outside urban areas and up to 5 acres within urban areas may be settled by 
the Deputy Commissioner with a deserving industrialist on long term lease basis for establishment of 
industrial plants. Salami for such settlement shall be charged at 100 per cent of market value and shall 
be payable at the time of settlement. In the case lessees who are hillmen or non-hillmen residents the 
salami shall be charged at 50 per cent of market value.  
 
(ii) Rent per acre of land settled under this clause shall be assessed at ½ per cent of market value.  
   
(d) (i) Land for residential purposes may be settled by the Deputy Commissioner with deserving 
persons on long term lease basis. In urban areas, salami, from hillmen and non-hillmen residents for 
such land shall be charged at 50 per cent of market value and shall be payable at the time of 
settlement. In the case of a lease granted to any person other than hillmen or non-hillmen residents’ 
salami for such land shall be charged at 100 per cent of market value. No salami shall, however, be 
charged from hillmen and non-hillmen residents for settlement under this clause of land outside urban 
areas.  
 
(ii) Rent per acre of land settled under this clause shall be assessed at ¼ per of market value.  
 
(iii) Land exceeding .30 acre in an urban area for residential purposes shall not be settled with any 
person without prior approval of the Government.  
 
(e) The Deputy Commissioner may, in accordance with such plan as may be approved by the 
Government, settled with a person land in an urban area for commercial purposes. The salami for such 
land shall be charged -  
 
(i) at 50 per cent of market value in the case of hillmen and non-hillmen residents; and  
 
(ii) at 100 per cent of market value in the case of others.  
 
Rent per acre of land settled under this clause shall be assessed at ½ per cent of market value. 
 
(f) Market value for the purpose of the aforesaid clauses shall be determined in such manner as may be 
specified by the Government from time to time.  
 
(g) All settlement of khas lands shall be concluded in the form of a lease deed prescribed or to be 
prescribed by the Government and shall be registered under rule 12. The rights and liabilities of the 
lessees shall be governed by such terms and conditions as may be set forth in the lease deed 
 
(2) The provincial Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, exempt any area from the 
operation of sub-rule (1) for the purpose of reclamation of culturable waste lands in such area with a 
view to bringing them under cultivation and when any area has been so exempted, lands in the area 
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shall, notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in these rules, be dealt with in such manner as 
the Provincial Govt. may by general or special orders, from time to time, direct.  
 
(3)(a) Sub-tenants of whatever grade in existence on 3rd December 1920 and recognized by the Deputy 
Commissioner shall not be evicted except in accordance with sub-rule (8), nor shall their rent be 
enhanced except with the permission of the Deputy Commissioner.  
 
(b) Whenever any recognized sub-lease terminates for any reason, the immediate landlord of the sub-
lessee shall not again sub-let the land. If the sub-lessee had a tenant under him, that tenant shall 
continue on the terms on which he holds.  
 
(4) No lessee shall henceforth be allowed to sub-let the whole or any part of his land.  
 
(5) No lessee or sub-lessee shall be allowed to transfer by sale, gift or mortgage the whole or any part 
of his holding without the previous sanction of the Deputy Commissioner, who may not sanction any 
mortgage other than usufructuary mortgage, such mortgage to extend for a period not exceeding seven 
years and to provide for the extinction of the whole debt including principal and interest within that 
period subject to the condition that the mortgage will not, in any event, be extended beyond that 
period, provided that the Deputy Commissioner may sanction a simple mortgage in favour of 
Government, or the Agriculture Development Bank of Pakistan, or the Industrial Development Bank of 
Pakistan, or Co-operative Societies, registered under the Bengal Co-operative Societies Act, 1940 
(Bengal Act XXI of 1940) or the East Pakistan Agricultural Development Corporation or any other loan 
giving agency for such period and subject to such conditions as he may deem fit. The Deputy 
Commissioner may, however, sanction mortgage of any holding to the East Pakistan Agricultural 
Development Corporation for loans already advanced prior to the date of publication of this 
notification. Unauthorized transfers will, in no instance, be recognized.  
 
(6) In all cases of unauthorized sub-lease or transfer, the Deputy Commissioner shall resume the land 
sublet or transferred and may either hold it khas or lease it out with the lessor or transferor, or with 
the lessee or transferee, or with any other person according to circumstances and the provisions in 
sub-rule (1).  
 
(7) No partition of a holding shall be made without the consent of the Deputy Commissioner.  
 
(8) A sub-tenant recognized by the Deputy Commissioner is not liable to ejectment except by his order. 
A sub-tenant will ordinarily be ejected -  
 
(a) if he sublets or transfers any part of his holding or fails to show diligence in bringing or keeping the 
holding under cultivation;  
  
(b) if he fails to pay an arrear of rent recorded or fixed by the Deputy Commissioner;  
 
(c) if he uses the holding in any manner that renders it unfit for the purposes of the tenancy;  
 
(d) if he enhances the rent of a recognized sub-tenant under him without permission of the Deputy 
Commissioner.  
 
(9) The rent of a sub-tenant of any grade recognized by the Deputy Commissioner cannot be enhanced 
except by the Deputy Commissioner. The rent of such a sub-tenant shall be enhanced if the rent for the 
land held by him exceeds the rent paid by the landlord or, if the rent of the landlord is also under 
enhancement, the rent settled as payable by the landlord, by more than 50 per cent except for special 
reasons to be recorded by the Deputy Commissioner in writing. The rent of such a sub-tenant may, 
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subject to this condition, be enhanced by the Deputy Commissioner up to such limit as he considers 
fair and equitable, on the application of the landlord, if the rent of the sub-tenant has not been 
enhanced during the ten years previous to the application.  
 
(10) Sub-tenant of whatever grade who have been recognized by the Deputy Commissioner shall 
have, subject to the provisions of the rules regarding ejectment and resumption, permanent and 
heritable rights in the land for which they pay rent.  
 
(11) A tenant directly under Government shall have permanent and heritable rights in the land for 
which he pays rent unless there is a definite contract that his right is not permanent or heritable, 
subject to the provisions contained in these rules for his lease, if any, regarding resumption;  
     
  Provided that he shall be liable to ejectment -  
 
(i) if he fails to pay an arrear of rent recorded or fixed by the Deputy Commissioner; or  
  
(ii) if he uses the land in any manner which renders it unfit for the purpose of the tenancy; or  
 
(iii) if he accordance with the terms of his lease, if any, he is liable to be ejected or the lease is cancelled 
for any other reason;  

   
   Provided also that if in accordance with the terms of the latest lease or license under 
which the tenant was allowed to hold the land, all lands not kept under cultivation were liable to 
resumption, such lands shall be still so liable even though the period of such lease or license has 
expired and the tenant continues to hold the land.  
 
(12) The power of ejectment of a tenant or resumption of any land under sub-rule (11) shall be 
exercised by the Deputy Commissioner.  
 
(13) Nothing in these rules, or any grant, lease or contract under which land is held in the Hill-tracts 
shall operate to permit the inheritance of any Hill-tracts land by non-residents of the district except 
with the express consent of the Deputy Commissioner who in giving his consent shall have regard to 
the principles of equity and as far as may be to the rights of plainsmen which but for this rule would be 
operative. An appeal from such orders of the Deputy Commissioner shall lie to the Commissioner.  
 
(14) The provisions of sub-rules (5), (6), (7), (11) and (13) will apply to existing tenancies only.  
 
(15) The power of the Deputy Commissioner under this rule may also be exercised by the Additional 
Deputy Commissioner.  
 
(16) The power of the Deputy Commissioner under this rule may also be exercised by the Sub-
divisional Officers concerned in their respective jurisdiction if so expressly authorized by the Deputy 
Commissioner by order in writing to exercise such powers.  
 
EXPLANATION - For the purpose of this rule “family” shall include the lessee, his wife, sons, daughters 

and any other relations dependent on the lessee and living in the same mess   
 
 
34A. The flow of any natural water-course can not be stopped or diverted without the permission of 
the Deputy Commissioner.   
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34B. The Deputy Commissioner may prohibit juming or cultivation on or near the banks of any 
river, if in his opinion such juming or cultivation is likely to cause silting in the river of flooding in land 
down stream. Breach of this rule will be punishable by confiscation of the crops grown and by fine, 
which may extend to Rs. 50.00.  
 
Circle Divisions - 
 
35. The District of Chittagong Hill Tracts comprises the reserved forests, the circle of the three chiefs, 
viz the Chakmas Chief, the Bohmong Chief, and Mong Chief and the Maini Valley.  
 
Mauzas - 
 
37. The whole area of the district outside the forest reserves has been sub-divided into mauzas, the 
boundaries of which have been fixed by the Deputy Commissioner.  
 
Administration of the Circle and Mauzas - 
 
38. The Circle-Chiefs shall form an Advisory Council to the Deputy Commissioner, and shall assist him 
with information and advise on all matters which concern the administration of their respective 
circles, and shall exercise their authority as Chiefs in the prompt enforcement in the mauzas of their 
circles of all orders of the Deputy Commissioner. They shall visit all parts of their circles from time to 
time, and by personal supervision shall ensure that the work of the mouse headmen is efficient, in the 
collection of revenue, in the preservation of the public peace and in good administration. They shall 
use their influence to spread education and to improve the health and material condition of the people 
resident in their circle. They shall at no time forcibly require “nazars” to be paid to them nor require 
the people to work without payment for their labour.  
 
The mauza Headmen shall collect punctually credit the account for the revenues due from their 
mauzas. They shall obey the orders of the Deputy Commissioner, the Sub-Divisional Officers and the 
Chiefs. They shall preserve peace and order within their mauzas, and shall give information to the 
Deputy Commissioner, of any changes in the position of villages or the population or changes in the 
extent of cultivation within their mauzas.  
 
MAINI VALLEY: The Maini valley shall be administered under special orders of the Governor issued 
from time to time. 
 
38A. The District of the Chittagong Hill Tracts is divided into 3 sub-divisions, each of which is in 
charge of a sub-divisional officer who is directly responsible to the Deputy Commissioner for the 
administration of his sub-division. The 3 sub-divisions are called the Rangamati (Or Sadar) sub-
division, the Ramgarh Sub-Division and Bandarban Subdivision.  
 
The area of the Ramgarh sub-division coincides with that of the Mong Circle, and the rest of the district 
is included in the Sadar Sub-division and Bandarban Subdivision. 
 
39. The Deputy Commissioner shall consult the Chiefs on important matters affecting the 
administration of the C.H.T. For this purpose a conference shall be held, at least twice a year, under the 
presidency of the Deputy Commissioner, to which the Chiefs or their representatives shall be invited.  
 
The Conference shall be held at Rangamati, Bandarban, Ramgarh, Manikchari or Chittagong at the 
Discretion of the Deputy Commissioner and the subjects for discussion shall be determined by him in 
consultation with the Commissioner. 
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Administrative powers of the Chiefs and Headmen 
 
40. - Save as otherwise provided in this rule the mauza headmen shall adjudicate on all disputes which 
may be brought to them by persons resident within their mauzas. They shall decide tribal cases in 
accordance with the social custom of the parties with powers of fine up to Rs. 25, of enforcing 
restitution, and of detention until the orders of the Deputy Commissioner in the matter are received.  
 
 Save as otherwise provided in this rule the Chiefs shall adjudicate on all disputes in their khas 
mauzas as headmen and shall try such tribal cases as are referred to them from the decisions of the 
headmen or by the headmen themselves.  
 
 The Chiefs shall have powers of fining up Rs. 50, of enforcing restitution, and of detention until 
the orders of the Deputy Commissioner in the matter are received, in tribal cases, and their decisions 
shall, subject to the general revisional jurisdiction of the Deputy Commissioner, be final. In all cases in 
which the Chiefs or the headmen are unable to enforce the penalties imposed, they may apply to the 
Deputy Commissioner for assistance.  
 
 No court-fee shall be levied in tribal cases tried by chiefs of headmen. Fines imposed in such 
cases shall be allocated to the aggrieved persons, if any, and to the community as a whole in 
accordance with tribal custom. The Chiefs and headmen shall be entitled to such share in the amount 
of fines allocated to the community as a whole as is permitted by tribal custom, and no nazar or other 
imposition under any pretext whatsoever shall be levied by them in connection with the trial of such 
cases:  
 
Provided that the chiefs or headmen may levy fees to cover expenses of trying the cases on a scale 
approved by the Deputy Commissioner.  
 
The Chiefs and headmen shall have no power to try under this rule any criminal or civil matters other 
than the tribal cases referred to in this rule except as the Governor may from time to time empower 
them in this behalf.  
 
The Deputy Commissioner shall have general revisional and concurrent jurisdiction over the exercise 
of all the powers under this rule by the Chiefs and headmen.  
 
The offences specified below are altogether excluded from adjudication by Chiefs or headmen under 
this rule, namely:  offences against the State, against persons in the service of the Crown in India, or 
against public justice;  
 

(1)  riots in which grievous hurt has been caused or deadly weapons have been used;  
 

(2)  the following serious offences against the person, namely, murder, culpable homicide, voluntarily 
causing grievous hurt, wrongful confinement, rape, abduction, kidnapping, and unnatural offences;  
 

(3)  extortion, robbery, dacoity, lurking, house-trespass, or house-breaking when the property taken 
exceeds Rs. 50 in value;  
 

(4)  forgery;  
 

(5)  offence under Chapter IV of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation, 1900; and  
 

(6)  any other offence or class of offences which the Commissioner may specify in this behalf. 
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40A. The offences specified in sections 13 and 15 of Chapter IV of the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Regulation, 1900, shall be offences for which a police officer may arrest without warrant and shall be 
deemed to be cognizable offences. 

  
  
 Control and regulation of juming 

 
41.  The concerned Chairman of Rangamati Hill District Council, Khagrachari Hill District Councilor 
Bandarban Hill District Councilis empowered to control and regulate juming in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts and to issue and enforce such orders as he considers necessary for the same. He may for 
sufficient reasons declare any area to be closed to juming or restrict the migration of juming.  
 
41A. The Headmen is responsible for the conservation of the resources of his mauza. For this purpose 
any headmen may –  
 
(a) prohibit the removal of bamboos, timber and other forest produce by residents of his mauza other 
than for their domestic purpose or by non-residents of his mauza for any purposes;  
 
(b) excluded any area or areas in his mauza from the juming area with a view to keeping such area or 
areas as a mauza reserve of bamboos, timber and other forest produce;  
 
(c) prevent newcomers from cutting jums in his mauza if in his opinion their doing so is likely to result 
in a scarcity of jum for his own tenants in future years; and  
 
(d) prevent any person from grazing cattle in his mauza when such granting is harmful to his juming 
area.  
 
Jum tax 
 
42(1)Jum tax shall be paid to the mauza headmen at such rates as the Government may from time to 
time fix, by each juming family, consisting of the members of one householder living in one mess, 
cultivating and sharing the produce of one jum, and the headmen after deducting his share shall pay 
the tax to the Chief.  
 
(2) The Chiefs shall declare what classes of persons are by custom exempt from jum tax within their 
circles, and submit for the approval of the concerned Chairman of Rangamati Hill District Council, 
Khagrachari Hill District Councilor Bandarban Hill District Councilbefore 15th October every year a list 
of juming families temporarily or permanently exempted from payment of jum tax. 
 
(3) Every juming family which lives in one mauza and jums in another shall pay an additional jum tax 
to the headmen of the mauzas in which it jums, at half rate if in the same circle and at the full rate if in 
another circle. Such families shall be called Parkulias.  
 
(4) Every headman shall prepare annually a jum tauzi which shall contain the following information: - 
the name of each family head and the number of persons in the family, whether paying jum tax, 
parkulia, or exempt, and the reasons for exemption; whether the family is old or new, i. e., arrived 
within the previous five years.  
 
(5) Jum tauzis shall be sent to the Chiefs before 1st June and by the Chiefs to the concerned Chairman of 
Rangamati Hill District Council, Khagrachari Hill District Councilor Bandarban Hill District Council 
before 1st August. The Chairman, Hill District Councilshall verify the accuracy of each tauzi once in 
every five years. The Chiefs shall be responsible that every headman keeps accurate records and 
accounts of jum tax and grants printed receipts having counterfoils.  
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(6) Jum tax is payable to the headman within the calendar year and shall become an arrear on 1st 
January of the subsequent year and interest at 6¼ per cent per annum shall be chargeable on such 
arrears. The headman shall pay at least half the demand to the Chief on the Punyah day and the 
balance before 15th January, submitting at the same time an arrear list and counterfoils of receipts. The 
Chief shall submit the sane and shall report any defaulting headman to the concerned Chairman of 
Rangamati Hill District Council, Khagrachari Hill District Councilor Bandarban Hill District Council by 
31st January and after due enquiry the Chairman, Hill District Councilmay proceed to realise the 
arrears as a public demand.  
 
(7) Out of the sums realised by the concerned Chairman of Rangamati Hill District Council, Khagrachari 
Hill District Councilor Bandarban Hill District Councilfrom each jumia on account of arrear jum tax and 
the costs of certificate for the recovery thereof, the costs and one quarter of the headman’s share shall 
first be credited to the provincial revenues and the balance paid to the Chief. 
 
(8) (i) For special reasons to be recorded by him in writing and after notice to the Chiefs concerned the 
concerned Chairman of Rangamati Hill District Council, Khagrachari Hill District Councilor Bandarban 
Hill District Councilmay direct that the headman of a mauza or the Jumias shall pay the jum tax direct 
to him and not to the Chief.  
    
(ii) When the headman of the mauza is so directed, the concerned Chairman of Rangamati Hill District 
Council, Khagrachari Hill District Councilor Bandarban Hill District Councilshall pay to the Chief the 
full amount realised after deducting the headman’s share and may apply the headman’s share to the 
satisfaction first or any liabilities due by him to the Government, and secondly any liabilities for 
collections on account of jum tax due by him to the Chief and shall pay the balance to the headman.  
    
(iii) When the jumias are so directed, one-fourth of the headman’s share which would have been 
payable to the headman, had he collected the tax, shall first be credited to the provincial revenues as 
cost of collection and the balance paid to the Chief. The Collecting agency employed by the concerned 
Chairman of Rangamati Hill District Council, Khagrachari Hill District Councilor Bandarban Hill District 
Councilmay afterwards be paid such remuneration as is considered reasonable by him.  
 
(9) The Chief shall pay the Government demand by the 31st March of each year.  
 
(10) If a headman has reason to believe that a jumia intends to migrate without paying the tax owned 
by him, he shall detain the property of the jumia and report the matter to the Chief or to the concerned 
Chairman of Rangamati Hill District Council, Khagrachari Hill District Councilor Bandarban Hill District 
Council. If the headman neglects to take such action he may be held responsible for the tax of the 
defaulting jumia.  
 
(11) Headmen and Chiefs shall not receive from jumias or other tenants any abwab, nazar or other 
payment, save what is customary and does not cause discontent, or is specially authorised by the 
Government.  
 
(12) For reasons to be recorded in writing the concerned Chairman of Rangamati Hill District Council, 
Khagrachari Hill District Councilor Bandarban Hill District Council, in consultation with the Chiefs and 
headmen concerned, may -  
 
(a) grant remission or abatement of jum tax in individual cases, and   
 
(b) grant remission of jum tax in any particular area, on the ground of failure of crops, reporting his 
action to the Government through the Commissioner, with a statement of the amount remitted.  
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Remission or abatement under clause (a) shall not affect the Government demand payable by the 
Chiefs. Remission under clause (b) shall be accompanied by a remission of the Government demand 
payable by the Chiefs, to the extent of the Government share of the tax remitted.  
 
45.Grass and Garjan Khola Rents - The grass kholas excepting new grass kholas which may come into 
existence within the boundaries of mauzas, will be settled by the Deputy Commissioner as hitherto, 
either yearly or for periods of not more than 10 years in any case, and when settled, their rents will be 
realised separately and will not be added to the rent-roll or distributed like the rents for plough 
cultivation and non-agricultures sites.  
 
45A. The Deputy Commissioner may, whenever he thinks fit allow hillmen to extract, free of royalty, 
sunn grass for home consumption.  
 
Levy of grazing tax 
 
45B. -(1) Except as otherwise provided in this rule, cattle (oxen and cows), buffaloes, goats and goyals 
owned or kept or grazed in the Chittagong Hill Tracts are all liable to be assessed to grazing tax.  
    
(2) Grazing tax shall be assessed at the rates determined by the Deputy Commissioner with the 
approval of the Commissioner.  
    
(3) Hillmen who cultivate no land shall be liable to pay grazing tax for cattle, buffaloes, goats and 
goyals owned or kept by them, but each resident family shall be allowed free of grazing tax four cattle, 
two unweaned calves and two goats or in the alternative two goyals or buffaloes, one unweaned goyal 
or buffalo calf and two goats. If any hillman keeps both cattle, goyals and buffaloes, then one goyal or 
buffalo should be treated as equivalent to 2 head of cattle, and one goyal or buffalo calf as equivalent to 
2 calves, for the purpose of calculating exemption and grazing tax payable.  
    
(4) A hillman or resident plainsman who cultivates not less than 0:4 acres of land is entitled, in 
addition to the exemption specified in sub-rule (3), to keep free of tax the following:-  
   
 If he cultivates less than 2 acres of land - 2 cattle or 1 buffaloes. 
 
 If he cultivates 2 acres of land - 2 cattle or 1 buffaloes for every complete acre cultivated.  
    
(5)  Residents in Bazar areas who cultivate no land shall be allowed one cow or one she-buffalo with 
an unweaned calf or buffalo calf free of tax.  
    
(6) In case of cattle or buffaloes taken on hire bona fide for the purpose of cultivation either by 
hillmen or non-hillmen, the exemption to be allowed will be the same as allowed to non-hillmen  
under sub-rule (5). But no exemption shall be granted if the purpose of such hire is not cultivation of 
lands.   
 
(7) A non-resident plainsman is allowed to bring to or keep in the mouse where he holds land one pair 
of cattle or one buffalo per complete area (and not less than an acre) of land free of tax for the purpose 
of cultivation.  
    
(8) The tax shall be re-assessed for every year or part of a year commencing on the 1st of April.  
 
(9) Grazing tax shall be collected from Bazar residents by Bazar chaudhuries and from other persons 
by headmen. They shall grant printed receipts at the time of collection and enter the amounts in a 
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cashbook. They will be entitled (except in the case of servants of the Crown) to a Commission on 
their collection at a rate determined by the Deputy Commissioner with the approval of the 
Commissioner.  
  
(10) The payment of grazing tax entitles cattle, buffalos, goats and goyals to be grazed in the waste 
lands vested in the Crown of on mouse only; if grazed in several mauzas they shall be liable to fresh 
assessment in each mouse. As a partial exception exempted cattle, goyals, buffaloes or goats may be 
grazed not only in the mauzas where the cultivator holds lands, but also in the mauzas where he lives 
oven if he has no land in that mouse.  
 
(11)  In conformity with and without prejudice to the provisions of this rule the Deputy Commissioner 
may issue instructions to headmen and Bazar Chaudhuries for carrying out the purpose of this rule.  
 
Khas Mauzas of Chiefs - 
 
47. With the sanction of the Commissioner, a Circle Chief may hold one or more mauzas in his circle as 
his khas mauzas, and in that case will be entitled to all the remuneration provided for the headman in 
addition to his remuneration as Chief, so long as he arranges properly for the performance of the 
duties of the headman and the mauza officers.  
 
Investiture of the Chiefs and Appointment and Dismissal of Headmen - 
 
48. The investiture of the Chief is regulated by the Bengal Government. The headmen will be appointed 
by the Deputy Commissioner in consultation with the Chief and they may be dismissed by the Deputy 
Commissioner for incompetence or misconduct after a reference to the Chief concerned. The Deputy 
Commissioner will not be bound, in either case by the wishes of the Chief, but full consideration should 
be given to them. This appointment is not hereditary, but a son, when competent, may be appointed to 
succeed his father.  
 
 
50. (1) Occupation of non-urban land for homestead and resumption of land for public purpose - A 
hillman may occupy non-urban khas land up to a maximum area of 00.30 acre for the purpose of his 
homestead with the permission of the headman of the mouse concerned without obtaining any formal 
settlement from the Deputy Commissioner. The headman shall maintain a Register of such lands 
allotted by him to the local families for their homestead.  
 
(2) A hillman willing to occupy non-urban land exceeding 00.30 acre for the purpose of construction of 
homestead shall obtain a settlement of the land from the Deputy Commissioner or the Sub-divisional 
Officer concerned. Such land settled for the purpose of homestead will be treated as non-agriculture 
land, and rent thereof will be fixed as per rule 34 (I) (K), ibid. 
 
(3) (a) The Deputy Commissioner may resume any land, for which a settlement has been granted, for 
any public purpose and in case of such resumption, compensation will be paid to the lessee or tenant 
for any buildings or structures erected on the land and for standing crops and trees grown and planted 
by him on such land. Compensation will be paid also for the land only in a case where the lessee or 
tenant has acquired permanent and heritable right to the land according to conditions in the rules or 
his lease deed. 
 
(b) In case of resumption of any land, which is in occupation of a hillman with the consent of the 
headman for the purpose of homestead as mentioned in sub-rule (1) and in respect of which no 
settlement has been granted, compensation shall be paid to the occupant only for any buildings or 
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structures erected thereon and for trees planted by him, but he shall not be entitled to any 
compensation for the land itself.  
    
(4) In the matter of assessment of compensation for any land, the principles as laid down in section 4 
of the C.H.T.  (Land Acquisition) Regulation, 1958 (E.P. Regulation I of 1958) shall be followed. 
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Appendix 2 
 

Forest Act 1927 
 

 
THE FOREST ACT, 1927 (ACT NO. XVI OF 1927) 

 
[21st September, 1927]  

 
 

An Act to consolidate the law relating to forests, the transit of forest-produce and the duty leviable 
on timber and other forest-produce. 
 

 

WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate the law relating to forests, the transit of forest-produce and 
the duty leviable on timber and other forest-produce; It is hereby enacted as follows:-  

 
 

 

 
 

CHAPTER I 
 

PRELIMINARY 
 
Short title and 
extent  

1. (1) This Act may be called the Forest Act, 1927.  
 
[ (2) It extends to the whole of Bangladesh.] 
 
 (3) [Omitted by the Bangladesh Laws (Revision And Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act 
No. VIII of 1973), section 3 and 2nd Schedule.]  

 
Interpretation 
clause  

2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context,-  
 
(1) "cattle" includes elephants, camels, buffaloes, horses, mares, geldings, ponies, colts, 
fillies, mules, asses, pigs, rams, ewes, sheep, lambs, goats and kids;  
 
(2) "Forest-officer" means any person whom the Government or any officer empowered 
by the Government in this behalf, may appoint to carry out all or any of the purposes of 
this Act or to do anything required by this Act or any rule made thereunder to be done by 
a Forest-officer;  
 
(3) "forest-offence" means an offence punishable under this Act or under any rule made 
thereunder;  
 
(4) "forest-produce" includes  
 

(a)  the following whether found in, or brought from, a forest or not, that is to say:- 
 timber, charcoal, cuatchouc, catechu, wood-oil, resin, natural varnish, bark, lac, mahua 
flowers, mahua seeds, kuth and myrabolams, and  

 
(b)  the following when found in or brought from, a forest, that is to say:  
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(i) trees and leaves, flowers and fruits, and all other parts or produce not hereinbefore 
mentioned, of trees,  

 
(ii) Plants not being trees (including grass, creepers, reeds and moss), and all parts or 
produce of such plants,  

 
(iii) wild animals and skins, tusks, horns, bones, silk, cocoons, honey, and wax, and al 
other parts of produce of animals, and  

 
(iv) peat, surface, soil, rock and minerals (including limestone, laterite, mineral oils and 
all products of mines or quarries);  

 
[(4A) "owner" includes a Court of Wards in respect of property under the superintendence 
or charge of such court;]  

 
(5) "river" includes any stream, canal, creek or other channels, natural or artificial;  

 
(6) "timber" includes trees when they have fallen or have been felled, and all wood whether 
cut up or fashioned or hollowed out for any purpose or not; and  

 
(7) "tree" includes palms, bamboos, stumps, brushwood and canes.  

 
 
 

CHAPTER II 
 

OF RESERVED FORESTS 
 
Power to reserve 
forests  

3. The Government may constitute any forest-land or waste-land [ or any land 
suitable for afforestation] which is the property of Government, or over which the 
Government has proprietary rights, or to the whole or any part of the forest-produce 
of which the Government is entitled, a reserved forest in the manner hereinafter 
provided.  
 

Notification by 
Government  

4. (1) Whenever it has been decided to constitute any land reserved forest, the 
Government shall issue a notification in the official- Gazette  
 

(a) declaring that it has been decided to constitute such land a reserved forest;  
 

(b) specifying, as nearly as possible, the situation and limits of such land; and  
 

(c) appointing an officer (hereinafter called "the Forest Settlement-officer") to 
inquire into and determine the existence, nature and extent of any rights 
alleged to exist in favour of any person in or very any land comprised within 
such limits, or in or over any forest-produce, and to deal with the same as 
provided in this Chapter. 

 
Explanation.-For the purposes of Clause (b), it shall be sufficient to 
describe the limits of the forest by roads, rivers, ridges or other well-known 
or readily intelligible boundaries.  

 
(2) The officer appointed under clause (c) of sub-section (1) shall ordinarily be a 
person not holding any forest-office except that of Forest Settlement-officer.  

 
(3) Nothing in this section shall prevent the Government from appointing any 
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number of officers not exceeding three, not more than one of whom shall be a 
person holding any forest-office except as aforesaid, to perform the duties of a 
Forest Settlement-officer under this Act. 

 

Bar of accrual of 
forest rights  

5. After the issue of a notification under section 4, no right shall be acquired in or 
over the land comprised in such notification, except by succession or under a grant 
or contract in writing made or entered into by or on behalf of the Government or 
some person in whom such right was vested when the notification was issued; and 
no fresh clearings for cultivation or for any other purpose shall be made in such land 
except in accordance with such rules as may be made by the Government in this 
behalf.  
 

Proclamation by 
Forest Settlement 
officer  

6. When a notification has been issued under section 4, the Forest Settlement-officer 
shall publish in 5[ Bengali] in every town and village in the neighbourhood of the 
land comprised therein, a proclamation-  

 
(a) Specifying, as nearly as possible, the situation and limits of the proposed 
forest;  

 
(b) explaining the consequences which, as hereinafter provided, will ensue on 
the reservation of such forest; and  

 
(c) fixing a period of not less than three months [ and not more than four 
months] from the date of such proclamation, and requiring every person 
claiming any right mentioned in section 4 or section 5 within such period either 
to present to the Forest Settlement-officer a written notice specifying or to 
appear before him and state, the nature of such right and the amount 
particulars of the compensation (if any) claimed in respect thereof.  

 
Inquiry by Forest 
Settlement officer  

7. The forest settlement-officer shall take down in writing all statements made under 
section 6, and shall at some convenient place inquire into all claims duly preferred 
under that section, and the existence of any rights mentioned in section 4 or section 
5 and not claimed under section 6 so far as the same may be as certainable from the 
records of Government and the evidence of any persons likely to be acquainted with 
the same.  
 

Powers of Forest 
Settlement-officer  

8. For the purpose of such inquiry, the Forest Settlement officer may exercise the 
following powers, that is to say:-  
 

(a) power to enter, by himself or any officer authorized by him for the purpose, 
upon any land, and to survey, demarcate and make a map of the same; and  

 
(b) the powers of a Civil Court in the trail of suit. 

 
 
Extinction of rights  9. Rights in respect of which no claim has been preferred under section 6, and of the 

existence of which no knowledge has been acquired by inquiry under section 7, 
shall be extinguished, unless, before the notification under section 20 is published, 
the person claiming them satisfies the Forest Settlement-officer that he had 
sufficient cause for not preferring such claim within the period fixed under section 
6.  
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Treatment of 
claims relating to 
practice of shifting 
cultivation  

10. (1) In the case of a claim relating to the practice of shifting cultivation, the 
Forest Settlement-officer shall record a statement setting forth the particulars of 
the claim and of any local rule or order under which the practice is allowed or 
regulated, and submit the statement to the Government, together with his opinion 
as to whether the practice would be permitted or prohibited wholly or in part.  
 

(2) On receipt of the statement and opinion, the Government may make and 
order permitting or prohibiting the practice wholly or in part.  

 
(3) If such practice is permitted wholly or in part, the Forest Settlement-officer 
may arrange for its exercise: 

 
(a) by altering the limits of the land under settlement so as to exclude land of 
sufficient extent, of a suitable kind, and in a locality reasonably convenient 
for the purposes of the claimants, or  

 
(b) by causing certain portions of the land under settlement to be separately 
demarcated, and giving permission to the claimants to practice shifting 
cultivation therein under such conditions as he may prescribe.  

 
(4) All arrangements made under sub-section (3) shall be subject to the previous 
sanction of the Government.  

 
(5) The practice of shifting cultivation shall in all cases be deemed a privilege 
subject to control, restriction and abolition by the Government.  

 
Power to acquire 
land over which 
right is claimed  

11. (1) In the case of a claim to a right in or over any land other than a right-of-way 
or right of pasture, or a right to forest-produce or a water-course, the Forest 
Settlement-officer shall pass an order admitting or rejecting the same in whole or in 
part.  
 

(2) If such claim is admitted in whole or in part, the Forest Settlement-officer shall 
either-  

(i) exclude such land from the limits of the proposed forest; or  
 

(ii) come to an agreement with the owner thereof for the surrender of his 
rights; or  

 
(iii) proceed to acquire such land in the manner provided by the  
[ Acquisition and Requisition of Immovable Property Ordinance, 1982 (II of 
1982)].  

 
(3) For the purpose of so acquiring such land- 

 
(a) the Forest Settlement-officer shall be deemed to be a Collector proceeding 
under the [ Acquisition and Requisition of Immovable Property Ordinance, 
1982 (II of 1982)].  
 
(b) the claimant shall be deemed to be a person interested and appearing 
before him in pursuance of a notice given under section 9 of that Act;  
 
(c) the provisions of the preceding sections of that Act shall be deemed to have 
been complied with; and  
 
(d) the Collector, with the consent of the claimant, or the Court, with the 
consent of both parties, may award compensation in land, or partly in land and 
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partly in money [ , or wholly in money]. 

 
 

Order on claims 
to rights of 
pasture or to 
forest-produce  

12. In the case of a claim to rights of a pasture or to forest-produce, the Forest 
Settlement-officer shall pass an order admitting or rejecting the same in whole or in 
part.  
 
 

Record to be 
made by Forest 
Settlement-officer  

13. The Forest Settlement-officer, when passing any order under section 12, shall 
record, so far as may be practicable,-  
 

(a) the name, father's name, caste, residence and occupation of the person 
claiming the right; and  

 
(b) the designation, position and area of all fields or groups of fields (if any), 
and the designation and position of all buildings (if any) in respect of which the 
exercise of such rights is claimed.  

 
Record where the 
admits claim  

14. If the Forest Settlement-officer admits in whole or in part any claim under section 
12, he shall also record the extent to which the claim is so admitted, specifying the 
number and description of the cattle which the claimant is from time to time entitled 
to graze in the forest, the season during which such pasture is permitted, the quantity 
of timber and other forest-produce which he is from time to time authorized to take 
or receive, and such other particulars as the case may require. He shall also record 
whether the timber or other forest-produce obtained by the exercise of the rights 
claimed may be sold or bartered. 

 
 
Exercise of rights 
admitted  

15. (1) After making such record the Forest Settlement-officer shall, to the best of his 
ability, and having due regard to the maintenance of the reserved forest in respect of 
which the claim is made, pass such orders as will ensure the continued exercise of the 
rights so admitted.  
 

(2) For this purpose the Forest Settlement-officer may  
 

(a) set out some other forest-tract of sufficient extent, and in a locality 
reasonably convenient, for the purposes of such claimants, and record an 
order conferring upon them a right of pasture or to forest-produce (as the case 
may be) to the extent so admitted; or  

 
(b) so alter the limits of the proposed forest as to exclude forest-land of 
sufficient extent, and in a locality reasonably convenient, for the purposes of 
the claimants; or  

 
(c) record an order, continuing to such claimants a right of pasture or to forest-
produce, as the case may be, to the extent so admitted, as such seasons, within 
such portions of the proposed forest, and under such rules, as may be made in 
this behalf by the Government.  

 
Commutation of 
rights  

16. In case the Forest Settlement-officer finds it impossible, having due regard to the 
maintenance of the reserved forest, to make such settlement under section 15 as shall 
ensure the continued exercise of the said rights to the extent so admitted, he shall, 
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subject to such rules as the Government may make in this behalf, commute such rights, 
by the payment to such persons of a sum of money in lieu thereof, or by the grant of 
land, or in such other manner as he thinks fit.  
 

Time limit for 
resolution of 
claims  

[16A. (1) Within 12 months after the period fixed under section 6 has elapsed, or 
within 12 months after the enactment of this section, whichever is later, the Forest 
Settlement Officer shall do one of the following:-  
 

(i) dispose of all claims made under sections 6 and 9; or  
 

(ii) obtain an extension of this 12 months deadline under sub-section (2).  
 
(2) Upon application of a Forest Settlement Officer, the Deputy Commissioner may 
grant a single 2 months extension of the deadline in sub-section (1), making the 
deadline 14 months, and if that extended deadline threatens to be missed, the 
Commissioner may grant additional 4 months extensions.]  

 
Appeal from 
order passed 
under section 11, 
section 12, 
section 15 or 
section 16  

[17. Any person who has made a claim under this Act, or any Forest-officer or other 
person generally or specially empowered by the Government in this behalf, may, 
within three months from the date of the order passed on such claim by the Forest 
Settlement-officer under section 11, section 12, section 15 or section 16, present an 
appeal from such order to the Divisional Commissioner concerned.] 
 

Appeal under 
section 17  

18.(1) [Omitted by section 3 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 
2000).]  
 

[(2)(a) An appeal shall be heard by the Divisional Commissioner in the manner 
prescribed for the time being for the hearing of appeals in matters relating to 
land-development tax and the appeal shall be disposed of within 6 months from 
the date of presenting it under section 17. 

 
(b) The Divisional Commissioner shall report to the Government the 
particulars of the cases which could not be disposed by him within the time 
prescribed in clause (a), where upon the Government may extend time as 
deemed necessary.]  

 
(3) The order passed on the appeal by the Divisional Commissioner shall, subject 
only to revision by the Government, be final.]  

Pleaders  19. The Government, or any person who has made a claim under this Act, may appoint 
any person to appear, plead and act on its or his behalf before the Forest Settlement-
officer, or [the Divisional Commissioner], in the course of any inquiry or appeal under 
this Act. 

Notification 
declaring forest 
reserved  

20. (1) When the following events have occurred, namely:-  
 

(a) the period fixed under section 6 for preferring claims has elapsed, and all 
claims, if any, made under that section or section 9 have been disposed of by the 
Forest Settlement-officer;  

 
(b) if any such claims have been made, the period limited by section 17 for 
appealing from the orders passed on such claims has elapsed, and all appeals (if 
any) presented within such period have been disposed of by the [ Divisional 
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Commissioner]; and  

 
(c) all lands (if any) to be included in the proposed forest, which the Forest 
Settlement-officer has, under section 11, elected to acquire under the [ 
Acquisition and Requisition of Immovable Property Ordinance, 1982 (II of 1982), 
have become vested in the Government under section 11 of that Ordinance], the 
Government shall publish a notification in the official Gazette, specifying 
definitely, according to boundary-marks erected or otherwise, the limits of the 
forest which is to be reserved, and declaring the same to be reserved from a date 
fixed by the notification.  

 
(2) From the date so fixed such forest shall be deemed to be a reserved forest. 

 
 
Publication of 
translation of 
such 
notification in 
neighbourhood 
of forest  

21. The Forest-officer shall, before the date fixed by such notification,  
[cause it] to be published in every town and village in the neighbourhood of the forest.  

 
Power to revise 
arrangement 
made under 
section 15 or 
section 18  

 
22. The Government may, within five years from the publication of any notification 
under section 20, revise any arrangement made under section 15 or section 18, and may 
for this purpose rescind or modify any order made under section 15 or section 18, and 
direct that any one of the proceedings specified in section 15 be taken in lieu of any 
other of such proceedings, or that the rights admitted under section 12 be commuted 
under section 16.  
 

No right 
acquired over 
reserved forest, 
except as here 
provided  

23. No right of any description shall be acquired in or over a reserved forest except by 
succession or under a grant or contract in writing made by or on behalf of the 
Government or some person in whom such right was vested when the notification 
under section 20 was issued.  
 
 
 

Rights not to be 
alienated 
without 
sanction  

24. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in section 23, no right continued under 
clause (c) of sub-section (2) of section 15 shall be alienated by way of grant, sale, lease, 
mortgage or otherwise, without the sanction of the Government:  
 

Provided that, when any such right is appendant to any land or house, it may be 
sold or otherwise alienated with such land or house.  

 
       (2) No timber or other forest-produce obtained in exercise of any such right shall 
be sold or bartered except to such extent as may have been admitted in the order 
recorded under section 14. 

 
Power to stop 
ways and water-
courses in 
reserved forests  

25. The Forest-officer may, with the previous sanction of the Government or of any 
officer duly authorized by it in this behalf, stop any public or private way or water-
course in a reserved forest, provided that a substitute for the way or water-course so 
stopped, which the Government deems to be reasonably convenient, already exists, or 
has been provided or constructed by the Forest-officer in lieu thereof.  
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Acts prohibited 
in such forests  

26. [(1) Any person who, in a reserved forest-  
 

(a) kindles, keeps or carries any fire except at such seasons as the Forest-Officer 
may notify in this behalf.  

 
(b) trespasses or pastures cattle, or permits cattle to trespass; 

 
(c) causes any damage by negligence in felling any tree or cutting or dragging any 
timber;  

 
(d) quarries stone, burns lime or charcoal, or collects, subjects to any 
manufacturing process, or removes, any forest produce other than timber; or who 
enters a reserved forest with fire arms without prior permission from the 
Divisional Forest Officer concerned, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to six months and shall also be liable to fine which may 
extend to two thousand Taka, in addition to such compensation for damage done 
to the forest as the convicting Court may direct to be paid.  

 
(1A) Any person who  
 

(a) makes any fresh clearing prohibited by section 5; or  
 

(b) removes any timber from a reserved forest; or  
 

(c) sets fire to a reserved forest, or, in contravention of any rules made by the 
Government in this behalf, kindles any fire, or leaves any fire burning, in such 
manner as to endanger such a forest; or who, in a reserved forest  

 
(d) fells, girdles, lops, taps or burns any tree or strips off the bark or leaves from 
or otherwise damages, the same;  

 
(e) clears or breaks up any land for cultivation or any other purpose [ or 
cultivates or attempts to cultivate any land in any other manner];  

 
(f) in contravention of any rules made in this behalf by the Government, hunts, 
shoots, fishes, poisons water or sets traps or snares; or  

 
(g) establishes saw-pits or saw-benches or converts trees into timber without 
lawful authority,  

 
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to five 
years and shall not be less than six months, and shall also be liable to fine 
which may extend to fifty thousand Taka and shall not be less than five 
thousand Taka, in addition to such compensation for damage done to the 
forest as the convicting Court may direct to be paid.]  

 
(2) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prohibit  
 

(a) any act done by permission in writing of the Forest-officer, or under any rule 
made by the Government; or  

 
(b) the exercise of any right continued under clause (c) of sub-section (2) of 
section 15, or created by grant or contract in writing made by or on behalf of the 
Government under section 23.  
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(3) Whenever fire is caused wilfully or by gross negligence in a reserved forest, the 
Government may (notwithstanding that any penalty has been inflicted under this 
section) direct that in such forest or any portion thereof the exercise of all rights of 
pasture or to forest-produce shall be suspended for such period as it thinks fit. 

 
Power to declare 
forest no longer 
reserved  

27. (1) The Government may, by notification in the official Gazette, direct that, from a 
date fixed by such notification, any forest or any portion thereof reserved under this 
Act shall cease to be a reserved forest.  
 
(2) From the date so fixed, such forest or portion shall cease to be reserved; but the 
rights (if any) which have been extinguished therein shall not revive in consequence 
of such cessation.  

 
CHAPTER III 

 
[OF VILLAGE-FORESTS AND SOCIAL FORESTRY] 

 
Formation of 
village forests  

28. (1) The Government may assign to any village community the rights of Government to 
or over any land which has been constituted a reserved forest, and may cancel such 
assignment. All forests so assigned shall be called village forests.  
 

(2) The Government may make rules for regulating the management of village-forests, 
prescribing the conditions under which the community to which any such assignment is 
made may be provided with timber or other forest-produce or pasture, and their duties 
for the protection and improvement of such forest.  

 
(3) All the provisions of this Act relating to reserved forests shall (so far as they are not 
inconsistent with the rules so made) apply to village-forests.  

 
Social 
Forestry  

20[ 28A. (1) On any land which is the property of the Government or over which the 
Government has proprietory rights, and on any other land assigned to the Government by 
voluntary written agreement of the owner for the purpose of afforestation, conservation 
or management through social forestry, the Government may establish a social forestry 
programme under sub-section (2).  
 

(2) A social Forestry programme is established when the Government by one or more 
written agreements assigns rights to forest-produce or rights to use the land, for the 
purposes of social forestry, to person assisting the Government in management of the 
land. 

 
(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, agreements under sub-section (2) 
concerning Government-owned lands need not be registered in the local records of right 
to lands, and no party to such an unregistered agreement may be divested of rights 
solely by execution of a subsequent assignment of rights by the Government to another 
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person.  

 
(4) The Government may make rules to set out standards for social forestry agreements 
and programme, and such standards shall at a minimum- 

 
(i) require agreements to include or make reference to an agreed-upon 

management plant for the social forestry programme;  
 

(ii) guarantee participants an equitable share of proceeds in return for labour 
invested;  

 
(iii) in the case of agreements contemplating timber harvest, require the duration of 
agreements to include the expected principal harvest;  
 
(iv) allow transfer of benefits and obligations under agreements between spouses, 
and, when a participant dies, under the laws of succession to his heir, and govern 
other transfers;  
 
(v) allow creation and dissolution of management committees representing 

participants in particular programmes, and empower the management committees 
to impose fine on participants for violation of agreement; and  

 
(vi) allow persons to petition the Government for 'undertaking' social forestry 
programme.  
 

(5) The Government may make rules to set out other requirements or guarantees for 
agreements, including  

 
(i) duties of participants to assist forest officers; and  

 
(ii) any other matter concerning formation or operation of social forestry 
programmes.  

 
(6) Rules made under this section may recognize different classes of social forestry 
programmes, and the Government may make different rules for different classes or 
programmes.  

 
(7) The Government may publish guidelines and forms for social forestry agreements.  

 
 
Effect of other of 
law on social 
forestry  

28B. (1) For the purposes of section 26 and 34, the exercise of any right granted by a 
social forestry agreement under section 28A shall be considered to be done with 
permission in writing of the Forest-Officer.  
 

(2) Section 80 shall not apply to private lands subject to a voluntary written 
agreement under section 28A, unless such agreement itself allows the Government 
to invoke all or part of section 80.  

 
(3) Section 81 shall not apply to participants in social forestry projects under 
section 28A.]  
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CHAPTER IV 
 

OF PROTECTED FORESTS 
 
Protected forests  29. (1) The Government may, by notification in the official Gazette, declare the 

provisions of this Chapter applicable to any forest-land or waste-land which is not 
included in a reserved forest, but which is the property of Government, or over which 
the Government has proprietary rights, or to the whole or any part of the forest -
produce of which the Government is entitled.  
 
(2) The forest-land and waste-lands comprised in any such notification shall be called 
a "protected forest".  
 
(3) No such notification shall be made unless the nature and extent of the rights of 
Government and of private persons in or over the forest-land or waste-land 21[or 
charland] comprised therein have been inquired into and recorded at a survey or 
settlement, or in such other manner as the Government thinks sufficient. Every such 
record shall be presumed to be correct until the contrary is proved:  
 
Provided that, if, in the case of any forest-land or waste-land, 22 [or charland] the 
Government thinks that such inquiry and record are necessary, but that they will 
occupy such length of time as in the meantime to endanger the rights of Government, 
the Government may, pending such inquiry and record, declare such land to be a 
protected forest, but so as not to abridge or affect any existing rights of individuals or 
communities.  
 

Power to issue 
notification 
reserving trees, 
etc  

30. The Government may, by notification in the official Gazette,-  
 

(a) declare any trees or class of trees in a protected forest to be reserved from a 
date fixed by the notification;  

 
(b) declare that any portion of such forest specified in the notification shall be 
closed for such term, not exceeding thirty years, as the Government thinks fit, and 
that the rights of private persons, if any, over such portion shall be suspended 
during such term, provided that the remainder of such forest be sufficient, and in 
locality reasonably convenient, for the due exercise of the rights suspended in the 
portion so closed; or  

 
(c) prohibit, from a date fixed as aforesaid, the quarrying of stone, or the burning of 
lime or charcoal, or the collection or subjection to any  
manufacturing process, or removal of, any forest-produce in any such forest, and 
the 23[ breaking up, clearing or use] for cultivation, for building, for herding cattle 
or for any other purpose, of any land in any such forest.  

 
 
Publication of 
translation of 
such notification 
in neighbourhood  

31. The Collector shall cause a translation into [Bengali] of every notification issued 
under section 30 to be affixed in a conspicuous place in every town and village in the 
neighbourhood of the forest comprised in the notification.  
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Power to make 
rules for 
protected forests  

32. The Government may make rules to regulate the following matters, namely:-  
 

(a) the cutting, sawing, conversion and removal of trees and timber, and the 
collection, manufacture and removal of forest-produce, from protected forests;  

 
(b) the grating of licences to the inhabitants of towns and villages in the vicinity of 
protected forests to take trees, timber or other forest-produce for their own use, 
and the production and return of such licences by such persons;  

 
(c) the granting of licences to persons felling or removing trees or timber or other 
forest-produce from such forests for the purposes of trade, and the production and 
return of such licences by such persons;  

 
(d) the payments, if any, to be made by the persons mentioned in clauses (b) and (c) 
for permission to cut such trees, or to collect and remove such timber or other 
forest-produce;  

 
(e) the other payments, if any, to be made by them in respect of such trees, timber 
and produce, and the places where such payment shall be made;  

 
(f) the examination of forest-produce passing out of such forests;  

 
(g) the clearing and breaking up of land for cultivation or other purposes in such 
forests;  
 
(h) the protection from fire of timber lying in such forests and of trees reserved 
under section 30;  

 
(i) the cutting of grass and pasturing of cattle in such forests;  

 
(j) hunting, shooting, fishing, poisoning water and setting traps or snares in such 
forests, [ * * *];  

 
(k) the protection and management of any portion of a forest closed under section 
30; and  

 
(l) the exercise of rights referred to in section 29.  

 
 

Penalties for acts 
in contravention of 
[ section 28A or of] 
notification under 
section 30 or of 
rules under section 
32  

33. [ (1) Any person who commits any of the following offences, namely:-  
 

(a) contrary to any prohibition under section 30, quarries any stone, or burns 
any lime or charcoal, or collects, subjects to any manufacturing process, or 
removes any forest produce other than timber;  

 
(b) leaves burning any fire kindled by him in the vicinity of any protected forest;  

 
(c) causes any damage by negligence in felling any tree or cutting or dragging 
any timber;  

 
(d) trespasses or pastures cattle, or permits cattle to trespass;  

 
(e) enters a protected forest with fire arms without prior permission from the 
Divisional Forest Officer concerned;  

 
(f) infringes any rule made under section 32 [ ;]  

 
[(g) any offence or damage committed against social forestry programme will be 
deemed as an offense,] shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to six months and shall also be liable to fine which may extend to 
two thousand Taka, in addition such compensation for damage done to the forest 
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as the convicting court may direct to be paid.  

 
(1A) Any person who commits any of the following offences, namely:  
 

(a) sets fire to a protected forest or, in contravention of any rules made by the 
Government in this behalf, kindles any fire, or leaves any fire burning, in such 
manner as to endanger such a forest;  

 
(b) fells, girdles, lops, taps or burns any tree reserved under section 30, or strips 
off the bark or leaves from, or otherwise damages, any such tree;  

 
(c) contrary to any prohibition under section 30, clears or breaks up any land for 
cultivation or other purpose [ or cultivates or attempts to cultivate any land in 
any other manner] in the protected forest;  

 
(d) in contravention of any rules made in this behalf by the Government, hunts, 
shoots, sets traps or snares or catches or kills any wild animals and birds, fishes 
or poisons water;  

 
(e) establishes saw-pits or saw-benches or converts tree into timber without 
lawful authority in a protected forest;  

 
(f) removes any timber from a protected forest; shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to five years and shall not be less 
than six months and shall also be liable to fine which may extend to fifty 
thousand Taka and shall not be less than five thousand Taka, in addition such 
compensation for damages done to the forest as the convicting Court may direct 
to be paid.]  

 
(2) Whenever fire is caused wilfully or by gross negligence in a protected forest, the 
Government may, not withstanding that any penalty has been inflicted under this 
section, direct that in such forest or any portion thereof the exercise of any right of 
pasture or to forest -produce shall be suspended for such period as it thinks fit.  

 
 
Nothing in this 
Chapter to 
prohibit acts done 
in certain cases  

34. Nothing in this Chapter shall be deemed to prohibit any act done with the 
permission in writing of the Forest-officer, or in accordance with rules made under 
section 32, or, except as regards any portion of a forest closed under section 30, or as 
regards any rights the exercise of which has been suspended under section 33, in the 
exercise of any right recorded under section 29.  
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CHAPTER V 

 
OF THE CONTROL OVER FORESTS AND LANDS NOT BEING THE 

PROPERTY OF GOVERNMENT 
 
 
 35. [Repealed by section 63 of the Private Forests Ordinance, 1959 (Ordinance No. XXXIV 

of 1959).]  
 

 36. [Repealed by section 63 of the Private Forests Ordinance, 1959 (Ordinance No. XXXIV 
of 1959).]  
 

 37. [Repealed by section 63 of the Private Forests Ordnance, 1959 
(Ordinance No. XXXIV of 1959).]  
 

 38. [Repealed by section 63 of the Private Forests Ordinance, 1959 (Ordinance No. XXXIV 
of 1959).]  
 

Operation of 
the Privet 
Forest 
Ordinance  

[ 38A. (1) After commencement of this section, the Government may no longer exercise 
authority to vest control of forest land under sub-section (2) of section 6, section 7 or 
section 11 of the Private Forest Ordinance, 1959 (E. P. Ordi-nance No. XXXIV of 1959):  
 

Provided that the forest land already vested shall remain vested.  
 
(2) After commencement of this section, the Government may no longer exercise 
authority under section 3 of the Private Forests Ordinance, 1959 (E. P. Ordinance No. 
XXXIV of 1959) to require private forests to have working plans.  
 

 
Notice of 
forest 
management 
activities  

38B. (1) The Government may make rules for the purpose of issuing notice to owners or 
occupiers of neighbouring lands at least 30 days before understanding specified forest 
management activities that may pose a threat of harm to the environment or private or 
Government property or that the Government may wish to track for statistical purposes.  

 
(2) Within 20 days after receiving notice of a proposed activity under this section, upon 
finding that the proposed activity is likely to cause unreasonable damage to the 
environment or private or Government property, the Government may issue a written 
order to the owner or occupier of a land to alter or to refrain from the proposed activity to 
prevent or minimize such damage.  
 
 

Restricted 
activities  

 

Abetment of 
forest 
nuisances  

38D. (1) Upon a finding that conditions on a land pose a risk of disease, insect outbreak 
fire or other harm to nearby renewable natural resources, the Government may issue a 
written order to the owner or occupier of the land to abate such a nuisance within 30 
days, or sooner as may be specified in the notice, if the protection of renewable natural 
resources demands.  
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(2) To be effective, an order under sub-section (1) must be delivered personally to the 
owner or occupier of the land or sent to him by registered post with acknowledgement 
receipt due, or if the address of the person is unknown, affixed conspicuously at least two 
locations on the property.  
 
(3) If the owner or the occupier fails to comply with an order under this section, the 
Government may enter the land, remove the nuisance and realize compensation as a 
public demand.]  

 
 
 

CHAPTER VI 
 

OF THE DUTY ON TIMBER AND OTHER FOREST-PRODUCE 
 
 

Power to 
impose duty 
on timber and 
other forest 
produce  

39. (1) The Government may levy a duty in such manner, at such places and at such rates 
as it may declare by notification in the official Gazette on all timber or other forest-
produce  
 

(a) which is produced in Bangladesh, and in respect of which the Government has 
any right;  

 
(b) which is brought from any place outside Bangladesh or is transported from or to 
any place within Bangladesh.  

 
(2) In every case in which such duty is directed to be levid ad valorem, the Government 
may fix by like notification the value on which such duty shall be assessed.  
 

Limit not 
apply to 
purchase 
money for 
royalty  

40. Nothing in this Chapter shall be deemed to limit the amount, if any, chargeable as 
purchase-money or royalty on any timber or other forest-produce, although the same is 
levied on such timber or produce while in transit, in the same manner as duty is levied.  

 
 
 

CHAPTER VII 
 

OF THE CONTROL OF TIMBER AND OTHER FOREST-PRODUCE IN TRANSIT 
 
 

Power to 
make rules to 
regulate 
transit of 
forest-
produce  

41. (1) The control of all rivers and their banks as regards the floating of timber, as well as 
the control of all timber and other forest-produce in transit by land or water, is vested in 
the Government, and it may make rules to regulate the transit of all timber and other 
forest-produce.  
 
(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power such rules 
may  
 

(a) prescribe the routes by which alone timber or other forest-produce may be 
imported, exported or moved into, from or within [Bangladesh];  

 
(b) prohibit the import or export or moving of such timber or other produce without a 
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pass from an officer duly authorized to issue the same, or otherwise than in 
accordance with the conditions of such pass;  

 
(c) provide for the issue, production and return of such passes and for the payment of 
fees thereof;  

 
(d) provide for the stoppage, reporting, examination and marking of timber or other 
forest-produce in transit, in respect of which there is reason to believe that any money 
is payable to the Government on account of the price thereof or on account of any 
duty, fee, royalty or charge due thereon, or, to which it is desirable for the purposes of 
this Act to affix a mark;  

 
(e) provide for the establishment and regulation of depots to which such timber or 
other produce shall be taken by those in charge of it for examination, or for the 
payment of such money, or in order that such marks may be affixed to it; and the 
conditions under which such timber or other produce shall be brought to, stored at 
and removed from such depots;  

 
(f) prohibit the closing up or obstructing of the channel or banks of any river used for 
the transit of timber or other forest-produce, and the throwing of grass, brushwood, 
branches or leaves into any such river or any act which may cause such river to be 
closed or obstructed;  

 
(g) provide for the prevention or removal of any obstruction of the channel or banks 
of any such river, and for recovering the cost of such prevention or removal from the 
person whose acts or negligence necessitated the same;  

 
(h) prohibit absolutely or subject to conditions, within specified local limits, the [ 
establishment of wood based industries including saw-mils, saw-pits, furniture marts 
and brick-fields], the converting, cutting, burning, concealing or making of timber, the 
altering or effacing of any marks on the same, or the possession or carrying of 
marking hammers or other implements used for marking timber;  

 
(i) regulate the use of property marks for timber, and the registration of such marks; 
prescribe the time for which such registration shall hold good; limit the number of 
such marks that may be registered by any one person, and provide for the levy of fees 
for such registration.  

 
(3) The Government may direct that any rule made under this section shall not apply to 
any specified class of timber or other forest-produce or to any specified local area. 

 41A. [Omitted by section 3 and 2nd Schedule of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision And 
Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973).]  
 

Penalty for 
breach of rules 
made under 
section 41  

42. (1) The Government may be such rules prescribe as penalties for the contravention 
thereof imprisonment for a term which may extend to [ three years and shall not be less 
than two months and shall also be laible to fine which may extend to ten thousand Taka 
and shall not be less than two thousand Taka].  
 
(2) Such rules may provide there penalties which are double of those mentioned in sub-
section (1) may be inflicted in cases where the offence is committed after sunset and 
before sunrise, or after preparation for resistance to lawful authority, or where the 
offender has been previously convicted of a like offence.  
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Government 
and Forest-
officers  
not liable for 
damage to 
forest-produce 
at depot  
 

43. The Government shall not be responsible for any loss or damage which may occur in 
respect of any timber or other forest-produce while  
at a depot established under a rule made under section 41, or while detained elsewhere, 
for the purposes of this Act; and no Forest-officer shall be responsible for any such loss 
or damage, unless he causes such loss or damage negligently, maliciously or fraudulently.  
 

All persons 
bound to aid in 
case of accident 
at depot  

44. In case of any accident or emergency involving danger to any property at any such 
depot, every person employed at such depot, whether by the Government or by any 
private person, shall render any assistance to any Forest-officer or Police-officer 
demanding his aid in averting such danger or securing such property from damage or 
loss.  

 
 
 

CHAPTER VIII 
 

OF THE COLLECTION OF DRIFT AND STRANDED TIMBER 
 
 

Certain kinds of 
timber to be 
deemed 
property of 
Government 
until title 
thereto proved, 
and may be 
collected 
accordingly  

45. (1) All timber found adrift, beached, stranded or sunk;  
 

all wood or timber bearing marks which have not been registered in accordance with 
the rules made under section 41, or on which the marks have been obliterated, 
altered or defaced by fire or otherwise; and in such areas as the Government directs, 
all unmarked wood and timber;  

 
shall be deemed to be the property of Government, unless and until any person 
establishes his right and title thereto, as provided in this Chapter.  

 
(2) Such timber may be collected by any Forest-officer or other person entitled to 
collect the same by virtue of any rule made under section 51, and may be brought to any 
depot which the Forest-officer may notify as a depot for the reception of drift timber.  
 
(3) The Government may, by notification in the official Gazette exempt any class of 
timber from the provisions of this section. 
 
 

Notice to 
claimants of 
drift timber  

46. Public notice shall from time to time be given by the Forest-office of timber collected 
under section 45. Such notice shall contain a description of the timber, and shall require 
any person claiming the same to present to such officer, within a period not less than 
two months from the date of such notice, a written statement of such claim.  
 

Procedure on 
claim preferred 
to such timber  

47. (1) When any such statement is presented as aforesaid, the Forest-officer may, after 
making such inquiry as he thinks fit, either reject the claim after recording his reasons 
for so doing, or deliver the timber to the claimant.  
 
(2) If such timber is claimed by more than one person, the Forest-officer may either 
deliver the same to any of such persons whom he deems entitled thereto, or may refer 
the claimants to the Civil Courts, and retain the timber pending the receipt of an order 
from any such Court for its disposal.  
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(3) Any person whose claim has been rejected under this section may, within three 
months from the date of such rejection, institute a suit to recover possession of the 
timber claimed by him; but no person shall recover any compensation or costs against 
the Government, or against any Forest-officer on account of such rejection, or the 
detention or removal of any timber, or the delivery thereof to any other person under 
this section. (4) No such timber shall be subject to process of any Civil, Criminal or 
Revenue Court until it has been delivered, or a suit has been brought, as provided in this 
section.  
 

Disposal of 
unclaimed 
timber  

48. If no such statement is presented as aforesaid, or if the claimant omits to prefer his 
claim in the manner and within the period fixed by the notice issued under section 46, 
or on such claim, having been so preferred by him and having been rejected, omits to 
institute a suit to recover possession of such timber within the further period fixed by 
section 47,the ownership of such timber shall vest in the Government, or, when such 
timber has been delivered to another person under section 47, in such other person free 
from all encumbrances not created by him.  
 

Government 
and its officers 
not liable for 
damage to such 
timber  

49. The Government shall not be responsible for any loss or damage which may occur in 
respect of any timber collected under section 45, and no Forest-officer shall be 
responsible for any such loss or damage, unless he causes such loss or damage 
negligently, maliciously or fraudulently.  
 
 

Payments to be 
made by 
claimant before 
timber is 
delivered to- 
him  

50. No person shall be entitled to recover possession of any timber collected or 
delivered as aforesaid until he has paid to the Forest-officer or other person entitled to 
receive it such sum on account thereof as may be due under any rule made under 
section 51.  
 
 
 

Power to make 
rule and 
prescribe 
penalties  

51. (1) The Government may make rules to regulate the following matter, namely:-  
 

(a) the salving, collection and disposal of all timber mentioned in section 45;  
 

(b) the use and  registration of boats used in salving and collecting timber;  
 

(c) the amounts to be paid for salving, collecting, moving, storing or disposing of such 
timber; and  
 
 
(d) the use and registration of hammers and other instruments to be used for 
marking such timber.  

 
(2) The Government may prescribe, as penalties for the contravention of any rules made 
under this section, imprisonment for a term which may extend to [ three years and shall 
not be less than two months and shall also be laible to fine which may extend to ten 
thousand Taka and shall not be less than two thousand Taka].  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 248 
CHAPTER IX 

 
PENALTIES AND PROCEDURE 

 
Seizure of property 
liable to confiscation  

52. (1) When there is reason to believe that a forest-offence has been committed 
in respect of any forest-produce, such produce, together with all tools, [ vessels], 
vehicles or cattle used in committing any such offence, may be seized by any 
Forest-officer or Police-officer [ or any other officer authorized in this behalf by 
or under any other law inforce].  
 

[ (1a) Every officer other than a Forest-officer seizing any property under this 
section shall hand over all the seized property mentioned under sub-section 
(1) along with the accused to the nearest forest-office for further legal 
proceedings: Provided that police-officers need not hand over the accused to 
the nearest forest-office but shall inform such forest-office of the arrest.]  
 

(2) Every officer seizing any property under this section shall place on such 
property a mark indicating that the same has been so seized, and shall, as soon as 
may be, make a report of such seizure to the Magistrate having jurisdiction to try 
the offence on account of which the seizure has been made:  
 
Provided that, when the forest-produce with respect to which such offence is 
believed to have been committed is the property of Government, and the offender 
is unknown, it shall be sufficient if the officer makes, as soon as may be, a report 
of the circumstances to his official superior.  
 

Power to release 
property seized under 
section 52  

53. Any Forest-officer of a rank not inferior to that of a Ranger who, or whose 
subordinate, has seized any tools, [vessels], vehicles or cattle under section 52, 
may release the same on the execution by the owner thereof of a bond for the 
production of the property so released, if and when so required, before the 
Magistrate having jurisdiction to try the offence on account of which the seizure 
has been made.  
 

Procedure thereupon  54. Upon the receipt of any such report, the Magistrate shall, with all convenient 
dispatch, take such measures as may be necessary for the  
arrest and trial of the offender and the disposal of the property according to law.  
 

 
Forest produce, tools, 
etc when liable to 
confiscation  

55. (1) All timber or forest-produce which is not the property of Government and 
in respect of which a forest-offence has been committed, and all tools, boats, 
vehicles and used in committing any forest-offence, shall be liable to confiscation.  
 
(2) Such confiscation may be in addition to any other punishment prescribed for 
such offence.  
 

Disposal on 
conclusion of trial for 
forest-offence of 
produce in respect 
which it was 

56. When the trial of any forest-offence is concluded, any forest-produce in 
respect of which such offence has been committed shall, if it is the property of 
Government or has been confiscated, be taken charge of by a Forest-officer, and, 
in any other case, may be disposed of in such manner as the Court may direct.  
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committed   

 
Procedure when 
offender not known, 
or cannot be found  

57. When the offender is not known or cannot be found the Magistrate may, if he 
finds that an offence has been committed, order the property in respect of which 
the offence has been committed to be confiscated and taken charge of by the 
Forest-officer, or to be made over to the person whom the Magistrate deems to 
entitled to the same:-  
 
Provided that no such order shall be made until the expiration of one month from 
the date of seizing such property, or with out hearing the person, if any, claiming 
any right thereto, and the evidence, if any, which he may produce in support of his 
claim.  
 

Procedure as to 
perishable property 
seized under section 
52  

58. The Magistrate may, notwithstanding anything herein before contained, direct 
the sale of any property seized under section 52 and subject to speedy and 
natural decay, and may deal with the proceeds as he would have dealt with such 
property if it had not been sold.  
 

Appeal from orders 
under section 55, 
section 56, or section 
57  

59. The officer who made the seizure under section 52, or any of his official 
superiors, or any person claiming to be interested in the property so seized, may, 
within one month from the date of any order passed under section 55, section 56 
or section 57, appeal therefrom to the Court to which orders made by such 
Magistrate are ordinarily appealable, and the order passed on such appeal shall 
be final.  

 
Property when to vest 
in Government  

60. When an order for the confiscation of any property has been passed under 
section 55 or section 57, as the case may be, and the period limited by section 59 
for an appeal from such order has elapsed, and no such appeal has been 
preferred, or when, on such an appeal being preferred, the Appellate Court 
confirms such order in respect of the whole or a portion of such property, such 
property or such portion thereof, as the case may be, shall vest in the 
Government free from all incumbrances.  
 
 

Saving of power to 
release property 
seized  

61. Nothing herein before contained shall be deemed to prevent any officer 
empowered in this behalf by the Government from directing at any time the 
immediate release of any property seized under section 52.  
 

Punishment for 
wrongful seizure  

62. Any Forest-officer or Police-officer who vexatiously and unnecessarily seizes 
any property on pretence of seizing property liable to confiscation under this Act 
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to [ one 
year and shall not be less than one month and shall also be liable to fine which 
may extend to ten thousand Taka and shall not be less than two thousand Taka].  
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Penalty for 
counterfeiting or 
defacing marks on 
trees and timber and 
for altering boundary 
marks  

63. Whoever, with intent to cause damage or injury to the public or to any 
person, or to cause wrongful gain as defined in the [Penal Code] – 
 

(a) knowingly counterfeits upon any timber or standing tree a mark used by 
Forest-officers to indicate that such timber or tree is the property of the 
Government or of some person, or that it may lawfully be cut or removed by 
some person; or  

 
(b) alters, defaces or obliterates or obliterates any such mark placed on a tree 
or on timber by or under the authority of a Forest-officer; or  

 
(c) alters, moves, destroys or defaces any boundary-mark of any forest or 
waste-land to which the provisions of this act are applied, shall be punishable 
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to [seven years and shall not 
be less than two years and shall also be liable to fine which may extend to fifty 
thousand Taka and shall not be less than ten thousand Taka].  

 
Some offence to be 
non-bailable  

[63A. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being in 
force, a forest-offence punishable under sub-section (1A) of section 26, sub-
section (1A) of section 33 and section 63 shall be non-bailable.]  
 

Power to arrest 
without warrant  

64.(1) Any Forest-officer or Police-officer may, without orders from a Magistrate 
and without a warrant, arrest any person against whom a reasonable suspicion 
exists of his having been concerned in any forest-offence punishable with 
imprisonment for one month or upwards.  
 
(2) Every officer making an arrest under this section shall, without unnecessary 
delay and subject to the provisions of this Act as to release on bond take or send 
the person arrested before the Magistrate having jurisdiction in the case, or to the 
officer in charge of the nearest police-station.  
 
(3) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to authorize such arrest for any act 
which is an offence under Chapter IV unless such act has been prohibited under 
clause(c) of section 30.  
 

Power to release on a 
bond a person 
arrested  

65. Any Forest-officer of a rank not inferior to that of a Ranger, who, or whose 
subordinate, has arrested any person under the provision of section 64, may 
release such person on his executing a bond to appear, if and when so required, 
before the Magistrate having jurisdiction in the case, or before the officer-in-
charge of the nearest police-station  
 
[: Provided that nothing in this section shall apply in a case where the person 
arrested is suspected of having committed any non-bailable offence under this 
Act.]  
 

Power to prevent 
commission of offence  

66. Every Forest-officer and Police-officer shall prevent, and may interfere for the 
purpose of preventing, the commission of any forest-offence. 

Power to try offences 
summarily  

67. The District Magistrate or any Magistrate of the first class specially 
empowered in this behalf by the Government may try summarily, under the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, 1898, any forest-offence punishable with imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding [ two years], or fine not exceeding  [ ten thousand] Taka, 
or both.  
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Appointment of forest 
Magistrate  

[ 67A. (1) The Government may, by notification in the official Gazette, appoint 
one or more Magistrate of the First Class to serve as a Forest magistrate to try 
offences exclusively under this Act, and also specify the territorial jurisdiction of 
such Magistrate.  
 
(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law in force, such Forest 
Magistrate shall have authority to impose any penalty specified under this Act.]  
 

Power to compound 
offences  

68. (1) The Government may, by notification in the official Gazette, empower a 
Forest-officer [ not inferior to that of a Ranger] – 
 

(a) to accept from any person against whom a reasonable suspicion exists 
that he has committed any forest-offence, other than an offence specified in [ 
section 26 (1A) or section 33 (1A) or] section 62 or section 63, a sum of 
money by way compensation for the offence which such person is suspected 
to have committed, and  

 
(b) when any property has been seized as liable to confiscation, to release the 
same on payment of the value thereof as estimated by such officer [ and 
verified by another officer not below to the rank of a Divisional Forest 
Officer].  

 
(2) On the payment of such sum of money, or such value, of both as the case may 
be, to such officer, the suspected person, if in custody, shall be discharged, the 
property, if any, seized shall be released, and no further proceedings shall be 
taken against such person or property.  
 

(3) [Omitted by section 29 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 
1990).]  

 
Presumption that 
forest produce belongs 
to Government  

69. When in any proceedings taken under this Act, or in consequence of anything 
done under this Act, a question arises as to whether any forest-produce is the 
property of the Government, such produce shall be presumed to be the property 
of the Government until the contrary is proved.  
 

Prosecution of forest-
offences  

[ 69A. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being in 
force, the Government may empower any Forest-officer not inferior to that of a 
Deputy Ranger to appear, plead and conduct the prosecution on behalf of the 
Government before any Court in any case where a forest-offence is under trial.]  

 
CHAPTER X 

 
CATTLE-TRESPASS 

 
Cattle-tress-pass Act, 
1871, to apply  

70. Cattle trespassing in a reserved forest or in any portion of a protected forest 
which has been law fully closed to grazing shall be cattle doing damage to a 
public plantation within the meaning of section 11 of the Cattle-trespass Act, 
1871, and may be seized and impounded as such by any Forest-officer of Police-
officer.  
 

Power to alter fines 71. The Government, may by notification in the official Gazette, direct that, in 
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fixed under that Act  lieu of the fines fixed under section 12 of the Cattle-trespass Act, 1871, there 

shall be levied [ per day or part thereof] for each head of cattle impounded 
under section 70 of this Act such fines as it thinks fit, but not exceeding the 
following, that is to say:-  
 
For each elephant                                    [Taka one thousand] 
 
For each  buffalo or camel                      [Taka two hundred] 
 
For each  horse,mare, gelding,                
pony,colt,filty,mule, bull,                         [Taka one hundred] 
bullock,cow or heifer 
 
For each  calf, ass, pig, ram,ewe,             [Taka fifty] 
sheep lamb, goat or kid 
 
 

CHAPTER XI 
 

OF FORESTS OFFICERS 
 
Government may 
invest Forest-Officers 
with certain powers  

72. (1) The Government may invest any Forest-officer with all or any of the 
following powers, that is to say:-  
 

(a) power to enter upon any land and to survey, demarcate and make a map of 
the same;  

 
(b) the powers of a Civil Court to compel the attendance of witnesses and the 
production of documents and material objects;  

 
(c) power to issue a search-warrant under the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
1898; and  

 
(d) power to hold an inquiry into forest-offences, and, in he course of such 
inquiry, to receive and record evidence.  

 
(2) Any evidence recorded under clause (d) of sub-section (1) shall be admissible 
in any subsequent trial before a Magistrate, provided that it has been taken in the 
presence of the accused person.  
 

Forest-officers 
deemed public 
servants  

73. All Forest-officers shall be deemed to be public servants within the meaning 
of the [Penal Code].  

Indemnity for  
acts done in good 
faith  
 

74. No suit shall lie against any public servant for anything done by him  
in good faith under this Act [and no court may try such a public servant for a 
crime stemming from actions related to the public servant's official duty under 
this Act and occurring within the public servant's assigned geographical 
jurisdiction, unless the court first conducts a preliminary inquiry and verifies that 
there is credible evidence to support the basic elements of the complaint].  
 

Forest-officers not to 
trade  

75. Except with the permission in writing of the Government, no Forest-officer 
shall, as principal or agent, trade in timber or other forest-produce, or be or 
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become interested in any lease of any forest or any forest or in any contract for 
working any forest, whether in or outside Bangladesh.  

 
 

CHAPTER XII 
SUBSIDIARY RULES 

 
Additional powers to 
make rules  

76. The Government may make rules-  
 

(a) to prescribe and limit the powers and duties of any Forest-officer under this 
Act;  

 
(b) to regulate the rewards to be paid to officers and informers out of the 
proceeds of fines and confiscation under this Act;  

 
(c) for the preservation, reproduction and disposal of trees and timber 
belonging to Government, but grown on lands belonging to or in the occupation 
private of persons; and  

 
(d) generally, to carry out the provisions of this Act .  

 
Penalties for breach 
of rules  

77. Any person contravening any rule under this Act, for the contravention of 
which no special penalty is provided, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to [ six month], or fine which may extend to [ five 
thousand] Taka, or both.  
 

Rules when to have 
force of law  

78. All rules made by the Government under this Act shall be published in the 
official Gazette, and shall thereupon, so far as they are consistent with this Act, 
have effect as if enacted therein.  

 
 

CHAPTER XIII 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Persons bound to 
assist Forest-officers 
and Police-officers  

79. (1) Every person who exercises any right in a reserved or protected forest, or 
who is permitted to take any forest-produce from, or to cut and remove timber or 
to pasture cattle, in, such forest, and every person who is employed by any such 
person in such forest, and every person in any village contiguous to such forest 
who is employed by the [Government, or a local authority, or who receives 
emoluments from the Government or a local authority] for services to be 
performed to the community, shall be bound to furnish without unnecessary 
delay to the nearest Forest-officer or Police-officer any information he may 
possess respecting the commission of, or intention to commit, any forest-offence, 
and shall forthwith take steps, whether so required by any Forest-officer or 
police-officer or not,  
 

(a) to extinguish any forest fire in such forest of which he has knowledge or 
information;  

 
(b) to prevent by any lawful means in his power any fire in the vicinity of such 
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forest of which he has knowledge or information from spreading to such 
forest, and shall assist any Forest-officer or Police-officer demanding his aid  

 
(c) in preventing the commission in such forest of any forest-offence; and  

 
(d) when there is reason to believe that any such offence has been committed 
in such forest, in discovering and arresting the offender.  

 
(2) Any person who, being bound so to do, without lawful excuse (the burden of 
proving which shall lie upon such person) fails  

 
(a) to furnish without unnecessary delay to the nearest Forest-officer or 
Police-officer any information required by sub-section (1);  

 
(b) to take steps as required by sub-section (1) to extinguish any forest fire in 
a reserved or protected forest;  

 
(c) to prevent, as required by sub-section (1), any fire in the vicinity of such 
forest from spreading to such forest; or  

 
(d) to assist any Forest-officer or Police-officer demanding his aid in 
preventing the commission in such forest of any forest-offence, or, when there 
is reason to believe that any such offence has been committed in such forest, in 
discovering and arresting the offender; shall be punishable with imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to [three months], or with fine which may extend 
to [two thousand] Taka, or with both.  

 
 

Management of 
forests the joint 
property of 
Government and 
other persons  

80. (1) If the Government and any person be jointly interested in any forest or 
waste-land, or in the whole or any part of the produce thereof, the Government 
may either- 
 

(a) undertake the management of such forest, waste-land or produce,  
accounting to such person for his interest in the same; or  

 
(b) issue such regulations for the management of the forest, waste-land or 
produce by the person so jointly interested as it deems necessary for the 
management thereof and the interests of all parties therein.  

 
(2) When the Government undertakes under clause (a) of sub-section (1) the 
management of any forest, waste-land or produce, it may, by notification in the 
official Gazette, declare that any of the provisions contained in Chapters II and IV 
shall apply to such forest, waste-land or produce, and thereupon such provisions 
shall apply accordingly.  

 
Failure to perform 
service for which a 
share in produce of 
Government forest is 
enjoyed  

81. If any person be entitled to a share in the produce of any forest which is the 
property of Government or over which the Government has proprietary rights or 
to any part of the forest-produce of which the Government is entitled, upon the 
condition of duly performing any service connected with such forest, such share 
shall be liable to confiscation in the event of the fact being established to the 
satisfaction of the Government that such service is no longer so performed: 

 
Provided that no such share shall be confiscated until the person entitled 
thereto, and the evidence, if any, which he may produce in proof of the due 
performance of such service, have been heard by an officer duly appointed in 
that behalf by the Government.  
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Recovery of money due 
to Government  

82. All money payable to the Government under this Act, or under any rule made 
under this Act, or on account of the price of any forest-produce, or of expenses 
incurred in the execution of this Act in respect of such produce, may, if not paid 
when due, be recovered under the law for the time being in force as if it were an 
arrear of land-revenue.  

 
Lien on forest-produce 
for such money  

83.(1) When any such money is payable for or in respect of any forest-produce, 
the amount thereof shall be deemed to be a first charge on such produce and 
such produce may be taken possession of by a Forest-officer until such amount 
has been paid.  
 
(2) If such amount is not paid when due, the Forest-officer may sell such 
produce by public auction, and the proceeds of the sale shall be applied first in 
discharging such amount.  
 
(3) The surplus, if any, if not claimed within two months from the date of the sale 
by the person entitled thereto, shall be forfeited to Government.  
 

Land required under 
this Act to  
be deemed to be 
needed for a public 
purpose under the 
Acquisition and 
Requisition of 
Immovable Property 
Ordinance, 1982  
 

84. Whenever it appears to the Government that any land is required for any of 
the purposes of this Act, such land shall be deemed to be needed  
for a public purpose within the meaning of [ section 5(2) of the Acquisition and 
Requisition of Immovable Property Ordinance, 1982 (II of 1982)].  
 

 
Recovery of penalties 
due under bond  

85. When any person, in accordance with any provision of this Act, or in 
compliance with any rule made thereunder, binds himself by any bond or 
instrument to perform any duty or act, or covenants by any bond or instrument 
that he, or that he and his servants and agents will abstain from any act, the 
whole sum mentioned in such bond or instrument as the amount to be paid in 
case of a breach of the conditions thereof may, notwith-standing anything in 
section 74 of the Contract Act, 1872, be recovered from him in case of such 
breach as if it were an arrear of land revenue.  
 

 85A. [Omitted by section 3 and 2nd Schedule of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision 
And Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973).]  

 86. [Omitted by section 3 and 2nd Schedule of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision 
And Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973).]  

 
 
1 Throughout this Act, except otherwise provided, the words `Bangladesh`, `Government` and `Taka` were 
substituted, for the words `Pakistan`, `Provincial Government` and `rupees` respectively by section 3 and 
2nd Schedule of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision And Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973)  
 
2 Sub-section (2) was substituted, for sub-section (2) by section 3 and 2nd Schedule of the Bangladesh 
Laws (Revision And Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973)  
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3 Clause (4A) was inserted by section 2 of the Indian Forest (Amendment) Act, 1933 (Act No. III of 1933)  
 
4 The words `or any land suitable for afforestation` were inserted by section 2of the Forest (Amendment) 
Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
5 The word `Bengali` was substituted, for the words `the local vernacular` by section 3 and 2nd Schedule of 
the Bangladesh Laws (Revision And Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973)  
 
6 The words `and not more than four months` were inserted by section 3 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 
1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
7 The words, comma, figures and brackets `Acquisition and Requisition of Immovable Property Ordinance, 
1982 (Ordinance No. II of 1982)` were substituted, for the words, comma and figure `Land Acquisition Act, 
1894` by section 4 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990) 
 
 8 The words, comma, figures and brackets `Acquisition and Requisition of Immovable Property Ordinance, 
1982 (Ordinance No. II of 1982)` were substituted, for the words, comma and figure `Land Acquisition Act, 
1894` by section 4 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
9 The comma and words `, or wholly in money` were inserted by section 4 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 
1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  

10 Section 16A was inserted by section 2 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000)  
 
11 Sections 17 and 18 were substituted, for sections 17 and 18 by section 5 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 
(Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
12 Sub-section (2) was substituted, for sub-section (2) by section 3 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act 
No. X of 2000).  
 
13 The words `the Divisional Commissioner` were substituted, for the words `the appellate officer or Court` by 
section 6 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
14 The words `Divisional Commissioner` were substituted, for the words `appellate officer or Court` by section 7 
of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
15 The words, commas, figures and brackets `Acquisition and Requisition of Immovable Property Ordinance, 
1982 (II of 1982), have become vested in the Government under section 11 of that Ordinance` were substituted, 
for the words, commas and figures `Land Acquisition Act, 1894, have become vested in the Government under 
section 16 of that Act` by section 7 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990).  
 
16 The words `cause it` were substituted, for the words `cause a translation thereof into the local vernacular` by 
section 8 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
17 Sub-sections (1) and (1A) were substituted, for sub-section (1) by section 9 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 
1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
18 The words `or cultivates or attempts to cultivate any land in any other manner` were inserted by section 4 of 
the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000)  
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19 The words `OF VILLAGE-FOREST AND SOCIAL FORESTRY` were substituted, for the words `OF VILLAGE-
FORESTS` by section 5 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000).  
 
20 Sections 28A and 28B were inserted by section 6 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000)  
 
21 The words `or charland` were added by section 7 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000)  
 
22 The words `or charland` were added by section 7 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000)  
 
23 The words and comma `breaking up, cleaning or use` were substituted, for the words `breaking up or clearing` 
by section 8 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000)  
 
24 The word `Bengali` was substituted, for the words `the local vernacular` by section 3 and 2nd Schedule of the 
Bangladesh Laws (Revision And Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973)  
 
25 The words, commas and figure `and the killing or catching of elephants in such forests in areas in which the 
Elephants Preservation Act, 1879, is not in force` were omitted by section 3 and 2nd Schedule of the Bangladesh 
Laws (Revision And Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973)  
 
26 Clause (4A) was inserted by section 2 of the Indian Forest (Amendment) Act, 1933 (Act No. III of 1933)  
 
27 Sub-sections (1) and (1A) were substituted, for sub-section (1) by section 10 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 
1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
28 A semi-colon was substituted, for comma (,) at the end of clause (f) by section 9 of the Forest (Amendment) 
Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000)  
 
29 Clause (g) was added by section 9 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000)  
 
30 The words `or cultivates or attempts to cultivate any land in any other manner` were inserted by section 9 of 
the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000)  
 
31 The words `or any land suitable for afforestation` were inserted by section 2of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 
1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
32 The word `Bengali` was substituted, for the words `the local vernacular` by section 3 and 2nd Schedule of the 
Bangladesh Laws (Revision And Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973)  
 
33 The words `and not more than four months` were inserted by section 3 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 
(Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
34 The words, comma, figures and brackets `Acquisition and Requisition of Immovable Property Ordinance, 
1982 (Ordinance No. II of 1982)` were substituted, for the words, comma and figure `Land Acquisition Act, 1894` 
by section 4 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
35 Sections 38A, 38B, 38C and 38D were inserted by section 10 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X 
of 2000)  
 
36 The word `Bangladesh` was substituted, for the words `the Province` by section 3 and 2nd Schedule of the 
Bangladesh Laws (Revision And Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973)  
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37 The words and commas `establishment of wood based industries including saw-mils, saw-pits, furniture-
marts and brick-fields` were substituted, for the words `establishment of saw-pits` by section 11 of the Forest 
(Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
38 The words, comma, figures and brackets `Acquisition and Requisition of Immovable Property Ordinance, 
1982 (Ordinance No. II of 1982)` were substituted, for the words, comma and figure `Land Acquisition Act, 1894` 
by section 4 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
39 The words `three years and shall not be less than two months and shall also be laible to fine which may extend 
to ten thousand Taka and shall not be less than two thousand Taka` were substituted, for the words and commas 
`six months, or fine which may extend to five hundred Taka, or both` by section 12 of the Forest (Amendment) 
Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
40 The words `three years and shall not be less than two months and shall also be laible to fine which may extend 
to ten thousand Taka and shall not be less than two thousand Taka` were substituted, for the words and commas 
`six months, or fine which may extend to five hundred Taka, or both` by section 12 of the Forest (Amendment) 
Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
41 The word `vessels` was substituted, for the word `boats` by section 14 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 
(Act No. VIII  
 
42 The words `or any other officer authorized in this behalf by or under any other law inforce` were added by 
section 11 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000)  
 
43 Sub-section (1a) was inserted by section 11 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000)  
 
44 The word `vessels` was substituted, for the word `boats` by section 15 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 
(Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
45 The words `one year and shall not be less than one month and shall also be liable to fine which may extend to 
ten thousand Taka and shall not be less than two thousand Taka` were substituted, for the words and commas 
`six months, or with fine which may extend to five hundred Taka, or both` by section 16 of the Forest 
(Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
46 The words `Penal Code` were substituted, for the words `Pakistan Penal Code` by section 3 and 2nd Schedule 
of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision And Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973)  
 
47 The words `seven years and shall not be less than two years and shall also be liable to fine which may extend 
to fifty thousand Taka and shall not be less than ten thousand Taka` were substituted, for the words and commas 
`two years, or with fine, or with both` by section 17 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
48 Section 63A was inserted by section 18 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
49 Colon was substituted, for the full-stop at the end of section 65 and thereafter the proviso was added by 
section 19 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990).  
 
50 The words `two years` were substituted, for the words `six months` by section 20 of the Forest (Amendment) 
Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 

 
 



 259 
51 The words `ten thousand` were substituted, for the words `five hundred` by section 20 of the Forest 
(Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
52 Section 67A was inserted by section 12 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000)  
 
53 The words `not inferior to that of a Ranger` were inserted by section 21 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 
(Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
54 The words, figures, brackets and letters `section 26(1A) or section 33 (1A) or` were inserted by section 21 of 
the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
55 The words `and verified by another officer not below to the rank of a Divisional Forest Officer` were added by 
section 13 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000)  
 
56 Section 69A was inserted by section 22 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
57 The words `per day or part thereof` were inserted by section 14 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. 
X of 2000)  
 
58 The words `Taka one thousand` were substituted, for the words `ten Taka` by section 23 of the Forest 
(Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
59 The words `Penal Code` were substituted, for the words `Pakistan Penal Code` by section 3 and 2nd Schedule 
of the Bangladesh Laws (Revision And Declaration) Act, 1973 (Act No. VIII of 1973)  
 
60 The words `and no court may try such a public servant for a crime stemming from actions related to the 
public servant`s official duty under this Act and occurring within the public servant`s assigned geographical 
jurisdiction, unless the court first conducts a preliminary inquiry and verifies that there is credible evidence to 
support the basic elements of the complaint` were added by section 15 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act 
No. X of 2000)  
 
61 The words `six months` were substituted, for the words `one month` by section 24 of the Forest (Amendment) 
Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
62 The words `five thousand` were substituted, for the words `five hundred` by section 24 of the Forest 
(Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
63 The words and commas `Government, or a local authority, or who receives emoluments from the Government 
or a local authority` were substituted, for the words and comma `Government, or who receives emoluments from 
the Government` by section 25 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act VIII of 1990)  
 
64 The words `three months` were substituted, for the words `one month` by section 25 of the Forest 
(Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
65 The words `two thousand` were substituted, for the words `two hundred` by section 25 of the Forest 
(Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
66 The words, figures, brackets and comma `section 5(2) of the Acquisition and Requisition of Immovable 
Property Ordinance, 1982 (II of 1982)` were substituted, for the words, figures and comma `section 4 of the Land 
Acquisition Act, 1894` by section 26 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 (Act No. VIII of 1990)  
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67 The comma and words `, or wholly in money` were inserted by section 4 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 1990 
(Act No. VIII of 1990)  
 
68 Section 16A was inserted by section 2 of the Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 (Act No. X of 2000) 
 

Copyright © 2010, Legislative and Parliamentary Affairs Division Ministry of Law, Justice and 
Parliamentary Affairs 
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Appendix 3 
 

Extracts from the Maharashtra Forest Act 1927 
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Appendix 4 
 

Extract from the Kerala Forest Act 1961 
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Appendix 5 
Extracts from the Orissa Forest Act 1972 

 
The Orissa Forest Act, 1972 

ORISSA ACT 14 OF 1972 
 

(Assented to by the President on the 29th June, 1972) 
An Act to consolidate and amend the laws relating to the protection  

and management of forests in the State 
 
 

31. Power to make rules for village forests- (1) The State Government may make rules for 
regulating the management of village forests and for prescribing the conditions under which the 
community of group of communities for the benefit of which any such village forest is constituted may 
be provided with forest produce or with pasture, and their duties in respect of the protection and 
improvement of such forest.   

 
 (2) The State Government may, be such Rules, declare all or any of the provision of Chapter II  to 

be applicable to village forests.    
 
32. Inquiry into and Settlement of rights-  
 

All claims to any right other than the rights of the village community or group of village communities 
for the benefit of which such village forest is constituted, shall be inquired into , recorded and 
provided for in such manner as may be prescribed. 
 

82. Additional powers to make rules-(1) The State Government may make rules-   
 

(a) to prescribe and limit the powers and duties of any Forest Officer under this Act:-  

(b) to regulate the reward to be paid to officers and informant out of the proceeds of fines and 

confiscations under this act.  

(c) for the preservation and disposal of trees and timber belonging to Government, but grown on 

lands belonging to or in the occupation of private persons; and  

(d) generally to carry out the provisions of this Act.  

 
(2) All rules made under this Act shall, as soon as may be after, they are made, be laid before the 

State legislature for a total period of fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in two or 
more successive session and if during the said period, the State legislature makes modifications, if any 
therein, the rules shall thereafter have effect only in such modified form, or, however, that such 
modifications shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under the rules. 
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Appendix 6 
 

Extracts from the Hill District Councils Acts 1989 
 

BANGLADESH GAZETTE 
EXTRAORDINARY 

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 
Monday, March 6, 1989 

 
Part V- Bills, Act, etc. of the Jatiya Sangsad, Bangladesh Jatiya Sangsad. 

 
Dhaka, Falgun 22, 1395/March 6, 1989. 

 
The following laws passed by the Sangsad have received the assent of the President on March 

6, 1989 (Falgun 22, 1395) and are hereby published for general information: - 
 

Act XIX of 1989 
 

An Act to establish Rangamati Hill District Local Government Council. 
 
Whereas it is expedient and necessary to enact laws to establish a Council for the overall development 

of Rangamati Hill District inhabited by different backward tribal people: 
 
 It is hereby enacted as follows: - 
 
1. Short Title & Commencement. – (1) This Act may be called Rangamati Hill District Local Government 
Council Act, 1989. 
 

(2)  It shall come into force on such date as the Government by notification in the official 
gazette appoint. 
 
3. Constitution of the Rangamati Hill District Local Government Council. – (1) As soon as may be, after 
the commencement of this Act, there shall be constituted, in accordance with the provisions of this Act, 
the Rangamati Hill District Local Government Council in Rangamati Hill District. 
 
22. Functions of the Council. –The functions as set out in the First Schedule shall be the functions of the 
Council and it shall perform the functions consistent with the fund. 
 
23. Transfer of functions of the Government and the Council. –Notwithstanding anything contained in 
this Act or any other law for the time being in force, the Government may, with the consent of the 
council, direct that- 
 

(a) any institution or service maintained by the Council shall be transferred to the management 
and control of the Government; and 
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(b) any institution or service maintained by the Government shall be transferred to the 

management and control of the Council. 
 
24. Executive power. –The executive powers of the council shall extend to the doing of all acts necessary 
for the due discharge of its functions under this Act. 
 
(2) Save as otherwise provided in this Act and the rules, the executive powers of the Council shall vest 
in and be exercised by the Chairman, either directly or through any person authorised by him, in 
accordance with this Act and the rules. 
 
(3) All acts of the council whether executive or not shall be expressed to be taken in the name of the 
council and shall be authenticated in the manner prescribed. 
 
25. Disposal of business. –(1) All business of the council shall, to the extent and in the manner 
prescribed, be disposed of at its meetings or at meetings of the committees or by the Chairman, the 
member or any other officer or employee of the council. 
 
(2) All the meetings of the council shall be presided over by the Chairman and, in his absence, by any 
tribal member chosen from among the members present in the meeting. 
 
(3) No act or proceedings of the council shall be invalid merely by the reason of the existence of any 
vacancy in the seat of a member or any defect in its constitution or by reason only that some person 
who was not entitled to do so, sat or voted or otherwise took part in its proceedings. 
 
(4) A copy of the minutes of each meeting of the council shall be sent to the Government within 
fourteen days of the holding of the meeting. 
 
26. The right of the Chakma Chief to attend the council meeting. –The Chakma Chief of Rangamati, if he 
so desires or on being invited, may attend any council meeting and may express his opinion on any 
matter under discussion of the council. 
 
50. Supervision over the Council. - The Government shall exercise general supervision and control over 
the Council in order to ensure that their activities Confirm to the purposes of this Act. 

64. Restriction on land transfer.-Notwithstanding anything contained in any law for the time being in 
force, no land within the boundaries of Rangamati Hill District shall be given in settlement without the 
prior approval of the Council and such land cannot be transferred to a person who is not a domicile of 
the said district without such approval : 

 
Provided that, this provision shall not be applicable in case of areas within the Protected and Reserved 
forests, Kaptai Hydroelectricity Project, Betbunia Earth Satellite Station, land transferred in 
Government and Public interest, land or forest required for state purposes.  

 
65. Special regulation regarding land Development tax.- Notwithstanding anything contained in any law 
for the time being in force, the Government may, by a notification in the official gazette, entrust the 
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responsibility of collecting land development tax and may, by a similar notification, credit the 
whole or a portion of such tax, realised in the district, to the Council fund as grant. 

66. Provision regarding settlement of disputes on tribal matters.-(1) In the event of any social, cultural 
or tribal dispute among tribal people domiciled in Rangamati Hill District, the same should be referred 
to the local Karbari or Headman for settlement and he shall settle the dispute according to existing 
custom of the tribes concerned.  

(2) Appeal against the decision of the Karbari or Headman shall lie with the Rangamati Chakma Chief. 

(3) Appeal against the decision of the Chakma Chief shall lie with the Commissioner of Chittagong 
Division and his decision shall be final: 

Provided that, before disposal of the appeal he will consult with not less tahan three tribal elders 
nominated by the tribe concerned.  

(4) For the settlement of disputes mentioned in this section, the council may, by regulation, determine- 

(a) judicial procedure; 

(b) fees payable by the plaintiff and the appellant. 

67. Order regarding co-ordination of council and government activities.-The Government may, if 
deemed necessary, by order make provisions for co-ordination of activities between the Council and 
Government authorities.  

68. Power to make rules.-(1) The Government may, by notification in the official gazette, make rules for 
carrying out the purposes of this Act.  

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the afore-mentioned power, such rules 
may provide for all any of the following matters, namely: 

(a) powers and duties of the Chairman and members of the Council; 

(b) maintenance of accounts and their audit; 

(c) procedure for prescribing obligations of the Officers, employees of the council and any other 
person; 

(d) procedure for appeal against order of the Council; 

(e) Procedure for inspection of the Council and the power of the inspector; 

(f) any other matter that should be or may determined by rules under this Act.  

69. Power to make regulations.-(1) For carrying out the purposes of this Act, the Council may, with the 
prior approval of the Government, make regulations not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act or 
any rule.  

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing powers, provisions may be 
made for all any of the following matters in such regulations, namely : 

(a) conduct of business of the Council; 

(b) prescribing quorum for Council meeting; 

(c) raising of Council meeting; 

(d) convening of Council meeting; 
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(e) recording of proceedings of the Council meeting; 

(f) implementation of resolution passed in the Council meeting; 

(g) custody and use of the common seal; 

(h) delegation of Chairman’s power to an officer of the Council; 

(i) formation of departments and sections of the Council office and determining the jurisdiction 
thereof; 

(j) all matters relating to the execution of work; 

(k) appointment and discipline of all officers and employees to be appointed by the Council; 

(l) all matters regarding levy and collection of taxes, tolls and fees; 

(m) prevention of trespass on Council property; 

(n) registration of sale of cattleheads and other animals; 

(o) registration, management and control of orphanage, widow home and other relief 
organisations for the poor;  

(p) management and control of public properties; 

(q) implementation of vaccination programme; 

(r) prevention and control of infections diseases;  

(s) prevention of food adulteration; 

(t) prevention of public nuisance; 

(u) control of dangerous and harmful trade and commerce; 

(v) management and control of cattle fold; 

(x) traffic control; 

(y) holding and control of faire, exhibition, sports; matches and public rallies; 

(z) implementation of compulsory education programme; 

(aa) prevention of beggary, juvenile delinquency, prosecution and other anti-social activities; 

(bb) prescribing the circumstances requiring license and the conditions for granting thereof; 

(cc) any other matter that should be or may be controlled by regulations under this act. 
(3) Each regulation shall be published in such a manner as in the opinion of the Council, will make the 
public well informed about it. 
 
79. Objections regarding provisions of any law- If any law, passed by the Jatiya Sangsad, applicable to 
Rangamati Hill District, is found to be hurtful to the district or objectionable to the tribal people in the 
opinion of the Council, it may file a petition in writing to the Government stating the reasons of its 
being hurtful or objectionable for the purpose of amending or relaxing its application in the 
Government shall, after being considered its reasonableness in the light of the petition, adopt 
necessary remedial measures. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE 

Functions of the Council 

(See section 22) 

 

1.Maintenance and improvement of the law and order of the district. 

 

2. Coordination of the development activities of local authorities of the district; monitoring the 
implementation of its development projects and audit thereof; rendering assistance, cooperation and 
encouragement. 

 
3.  Education- 

 

(a) establishment and maintenance of primary schools; 

(b) establishment and maintenance of public libraries; 

(c) provision of scholarships and stipends; 

(d) establishment and maintenance of hostels; 

(e) training of primary teachers; 

(f) grant-in-aid to educational institutions; 

(g) arrangement of adult education; 

(h) provision of food and supply of milk to child students; 

(i) supply of text books free or at reduced price amongst poor and distressed students; 

(j) setting up and management of sales centres for text books and educational materials. 
 

4.  Health- 

 

(a) establishment and maintenance of hospitals, clinics, first-aid centre and dispensaries; 

(b) formation of mobile medical units and encouragement information of societies for giving 
medical aid; 

(c) training of midwives; 

(d) control and prevention of malaria and infectious diseases; 

(e) adoption and implementation of family planning programme; 

(f) establishment, maintenance and inspection of health centres; 

(g) inspection of duties of compounders, nurses and other health workers; 

(h) arrangement for primary healthcare. 
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6. Agriculture and forests- 

 

(a) agricultural development and setting up and maintenance of agriculture farms; 

(b) development and conservation of both reserved and unreserved forest resources; 

(c) popularization of improved agricultural method, maintenance of improved farm implements and 
giving those implements to the farmers on loan; 

(d) taking measures for cultivation of fallow lands; 

(e) conservation of forestry in rural areas; 

(f) construction and repair of embankments and supply, collection and control of water for 
agricultural purpose without causing hindrance to Kaptai Hydro Electricity Projects; 

(g) development of agricultural education; 

(h) conservation and reclamation of land and drainage mars; 

(i) maintenance of crop statistics, measures for crop security, seed loan for sowing and distribution 
of chemical fertilizer and popularization of its use; 

(j) plantation of trees on road sides, public places and their maintenance. 
 
7. Animal husbandry- 

 

(a) promotion of livestock and poultry; 

(b) establishment and maintenance of veterinary hospitals; 

(c) building up stock of cattle folder;        

(d) preservation  of domestic livestock ; 

(e) provision and development of pasture land; 

(f) prevention and eradication of poultry diseases and prevention and control of infectious poultry 
diseases;  

(g) setting up milk villages and provision and control of sanitary cattle sheds; 

(h) setting up and maintenance of domestic cattle farms; 

(i) setting up and maintenance of poultry farms; 

(j) taking measures for improvement of domestic livestock and poultry farming; 

(k) setting up and maintenance of dairy farms. 

8. Promotion of fisheries, establishment and maintenance of fishery farms, prevention and control of 
fishery diseases.  

9. Promotion, popularization of and giving encouragement to cooperatives. 

 
10. Trade and commerce- 

 

(a) establishment of and giving encouragement to small and cottage industries; 
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(b) preparation and implementation of indigenous commercial project; 

(c) establishment, control and maintenance haats and markets; 

(d) procurement of raw materials for rural industries and marketing arrangement of the products; 

(e) training of workers of the rural industries. 

(f) establishment and maintenance of rural sales centres. 

 

11. Social welfare- 

 

(a) welfare homes for the destitute, homes for shelterless, orphanages, widow homes and 
establishment and maintenance of other welfare institutions; 

(b) arranging burial or funeral rites of pauper; 

(c) prevention of beggary, prostitution, gambling, drug addiction, juvenile delinquency and other 
social evils; 

(d) promotion of social, civic and patriotic qualities amongst the citizens; 

(e) organising legal aid for the poor; 

(f) taking measures for settlement of disputes through arbitration and compromise; 

(g) relief and rehabilitation of the destitute and uprooted families; 

(h) taking other social welfare and social upliftment measures. 

 
12. Culture- 

 

(a) organising and encouraging general and tribal cultural activities; 

(b) organising sports and games for the public; 

(c) providing and maintenance of radio in the public places; 

(d) setting up of museums and art galleries and organising exhibition; 

(e) establishment of public halls and community centres and arranging space for public meetings; 

(f) spreading of civic education and publication of information on local government , rural 
development, agriculture, cattle breeding and other matters of public interests; 

(g) celebration of national day and tribal festivals;  

(h) reception of distinguished guests; 

(i) promotion of gymnastics, encouragement to sports and organising rallies and matches; 

(j) preservation of historical and original characteristics of the local areas; 

(k) establishment and maintenance of  information centres; 

(l) other cultural promotion measures; 
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13. Construction, maintenance and development of highways, culverts and bridges not reserved by the 
government or any local authority. 

 

14. management and control of such ferries which are not maintained by the government or any local 
authority. 

 

15. Provision of public parks, sports grounds and open spaces and maintenance thereof. 

 

16. Establishment and maintenance of inns, inspection bungalows and rest houses. 

 

17. Implementation of development plans entrusted to the Council by the government. 

 

18. Development of communication system; 

 

19. Provision of drainage and water supply system, metalling of roads and other essential public 
welfare activities. 

 

20. Preparation of plans for local development. 

 

21. Taking measures of religious, moral and economic upliftment of the locality and its inhabitants 
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Appendix 7 
 

Chittagong and Chittagong Hill Tracts Reserved Forests Fire Protection Rules 1958 
 

THE CHITTAGONG AND CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS 
RESERVED FORESTS FIRE PROTECTION RULES, 1958 

 
[Notification No. 1692 for-23rd  October 1958- In exercise of the powers conferred by  clause (d) of section 76 of 
the Forest Act, 1927 (Act XVI of 1927) and in supersession of their Department notification No 41 For, Dated the 
16th January 1958 the Governor is pleased to make the following rules, namely.] 
 
1. (a) These Rules may be called the Chittagong and Chittagong Hill Tracts Reserved Forests Fire Protection 
Rules, 1958. 
(b) These Rules apply to the Reserved Forests of the Chittagong and Chittagong Hill Tracts and will hold good 
during the season from the 1st day of November in one year to the 1st day of June in the following year. 
 
2. No person shall clear by fire any forest or grass land within 300 yards from the Reserved Forests boundary 
without a special permit obtained from the District Magistrate, Chittagong or the Deputy Commissioner, 
Chittagong Hill Tracts, as the case may be, in writing. The District Magistrate, Chittagong or the Deputy 
Commissioner, Chittagong Hill Tracts, as the case may be, shall consult the Divisional Forest Officer, before 
issuing such permit. 
 
3. Any person intending to clear by fire any forest or grass land within half a mile from the Reserved Forest 
boundary, shall observe the following. 
(a) he shall give at least 72 hours notice to the nearest Forest Officer of his intention to do so, 
(b) he shall clear at least a 20 feet wide clear belt along the boundaries of the land intended to be cleared by fire, 
towards the reserved forests before the fire is set, and 
(c) he shall set fire from the side of the cleared belt mentioned in (b). 
 
4. Any person collecting inflammable forest produce such as grass, bamboos, etc, either within the reserved 
forest or within half a mile from the reserved forests boundary, shall stack the materials so collected at a place 
cleared of all inflammable debrises in belt of 20 feet surrounding the outer periphery of the attack. 
 
5. No person shall burn fire for the purpose of cooking or otherwise in a reserved forest except in the camping 
grounds cleared and set apart for this list of such camping grounds. Any person so camping shall extinguish all 
such fires before leaving the camping ground. 
 
6.  No person shall carry burning wood, fire brands smoldering material or make in any from though or along, the 
reserved forests. 
 
No. 1742-27th October 1958-In exercise of the power conferred by section 17 of the Forest act,1927 (XVI of 
1927), the Governor is pleased to appoint the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division to be the officer who shall 
her appeals from the orders passed by the Forest Settlement Officer referred to in the said section. 
 
By order of the Governor, 
Q.M.RAHMAN.secy. 
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Appendix 8 
 

Chittagong Hill Tracts Forest Transit Rules 1973 
 

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH 
MINISTRY OF FORESTS, FISHERIES AND LIVESTOCK 

 

Section – 1 
 

Dacca the 17th January 1974. 
 

No-1/For.68/73/13-In exercise of the powers conferred by sections 41, 42 and 76 of the Act- 
1927 (XVI of 1927) and in supersession of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Forest Transit Rules, 1942, 
Published under the late Government of Bengal Notification No. 166/S dated the 14th September 
1942, the Government is pleased to make the following rules to regulate the transit by land or water of 
all timber or other forest produce within into or from and control of saw-pit and timber depots within, 
the district of Chittagong Hill Tracts, namely. 
 

CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS FOREST TRANSIT RULES, 1973 

1. Short title, application and commencement:(1) These rules may be called the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts Forest Transit Rules, 1973. 

(2) They shall apply in the district of Chittagong Hill Tracts in respect of all timber or other 
forest produce from: - 

(i) reserved and protected forest; 

(ii) land being property of Government which has not been notified as reserved or 
protected forest ; and  

2. Definitions:In these rules, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context, -  

(a) “Act” means the Forest Act, 1927 (XVI of 1927); 

(b) “Form” means a form appended to these rules. 

3. Permits and fees:  (1) Removal of timber or other forest produce from reserved and 
protected forests – 

No timber or other forest produce may be removed except under cover of a Forest Direct rate 
permit and subject to the conditions and rates laid down in the schedule of rates for the time being in 
force. The holder of such permit shall be entitled in the production there of to take the timber or other 
forest produces described therein past any revenue check station specified in rule 5 without further 
payment provided the quantities have been correctly entered and the dues there on have been 
correctly charged. 
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(2) Removal of timer or other forest produce from other Government land which are 

not reserved or protected forests : 

Permit shall be obtained from the Divisional Forest Officer concerned or any other person 
authorized in this behalf by the Conservator of Forest within whole jurisdiction the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts district is situated. Issuance of permits shall be subject to the conditions and rates laid down in 
the schedule of rates for the time being in force ; and the permit shall be valid only for the period 
mentioned therein No permit shall be issued from  mouzas adjoining the reserved and protected 
forests and mouzas proposed for reservation.  

Site-marking of the produce shall be done at stump site as far as practicable; but the Divisional 
Forest Officer may relax this condition in a case as he deems fit. 

Exception:- Members of hill tribes residents in the Chittagong Hill Tracts may cut and remove 
firewood or other minor forest produce (with the exception of such items as may be declared as 
prohibited) free of royalty from the unclassed state forests for bona fide home consumption only. 

4. Control of timber depots:(1) Any person who owns a saw-pit or timber depot or intends to 
establish saw-pit or timber depot shall fulfill the following condition, namely: - 

(a) every person who has a saw-pit or timber depot or intends to establish a saw-pit or timber 
depot shall take a license from the Divisional Forest Officer within whose jurisdiction such an 
establishment exists or is intended to be established.  

(b) shall pay a fee of Taka twenty-five for issue of initial license. 

(c) pay renewal fee of Taka five only for each subsequent year or part thereof ; 

(d) the licensee shall be required to maintain register of his transaction of timber in Form  F; 

(e) the licensee shall be required to submit monthly return of his transaction of timber and 
other forest produce or timber or forest produce to the Divisional Forest Officer concerned. 

(f) every licensee shall produce his account of timber and other forest produce to any Forest 
Officer ondemand. 

(2) The license shall remain valid for one year or up to the 30th June of the year, whichever 
expires earlier. 

(3) Operations of saw-pit or timber depots between sun-set and sun-rise shall be prohibited 
except under special permission from the Divisional forest Officer within  whose jurisdiction the said 
establishment is situated. 

(4) Failure to maintain accounts of timber transaction as referred shall render the owner liable 
to blacklisting and forfeiture of timber, stores, tools, plants and cancellation of license together with 
such punishment as may be imposed under the Act. 

(5) Timber or other forest produce of private lands, the owners of which have the right to 
remove the same without payment of royalty. 
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(a) Application for permission to extract timber or other forest produce free of royalty from 

private lands shall be made to the Divisional Forest Office through the Deputy Commissioner, in Form 
A. 

(b) There shall be only one application in respect of any state, or lot in any one year 
commencing on the 1st the of July. 

(c) A court-fee of only 25 paisa is liable on the application in Form A. 

(d) The Deputy Commissioner shall cause the title to the land and the right to extract timber or 
other forest produce free of royalty to be verified and shall after verification, forward the application 
in Form A to the Divisional Forest Officer concerned. 

 (e) The Divisional Forest Officer shall cause an inspection of the estate or lot and if he is 
satisfied that there exists thereon, timber or other produce in accordance with that stated in column 5 
of the statement on the reverse of Form A, he shall fill in column 6 of the statement and issue a permit 
in form B for such Quantity as he deems appropriate.  

(f) A person whom a license in Form B has been issued shall be entitled to extract free of 
royalty, from his estate or lot the quantities laid down in the license in accordance with the conditions 
specified therein during the period stated in the license. 

(g) Every dispatch of timber or other forest produce under the authority of the license in Form 
B shall be covered and accompanied by a certificate of origin issued by the license, Certificates of origin 
shall be in two forms annexed to these rules, namely, Form C to be used when the timber or other 
forest produce is to be removed by shoulder loads and Form D when are timber or other forest 
produce is to be removed by any other means.  

(h) It shall not be lawful for any person to whom a license in Form B has not been issued to 
issue any certificate of origin or any other form of permit or pass purporting to authorize the 
extraction or export of any timber or other forest produce from his land. 

Application for obtaining forms of certificate of origin shall be made in writing to the Divisional 
Forest Officer by whom the license in Form B was issued, giving the following information, namely. 

(i) number and date of this license in form B; 
(ii) the number and the particular of the form (whether Form C or form D) of certificate 

of origin required ; and  
(iii) six copies of the specimen signature of the person authorised to issue such 

certificates.  

(i) The counterfoils of all certificates of origin issued by the license or his authorized agent 
shall be duly filled in at the time of issue and all books or certificates shall be liable to inspection, 
from time to time, by an officer of the Forest Department not below the rank of a Range Officer. 

(j) All books of certificate of origin whether used, partially used or unused shall be returned to the 
Forest Officer from which they were obtained, within ten days from the date of expiry of the license in 
Form B which shall also be returned therewith and no fresh license shall be issued unless the 
provisions of the rule have been complied with. 
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(k) All timber and dugouts to be extracted from lands adjacent to reserved or protected forests 

shall be marked by a forest officer not below the rank of a Deputy Ranger before such timber or 
dugouts is removed from the place of felling. 

(l) Any person importing, exporting or removing forest produce into, from, or within, the area 
specified in sub-rule (2) of rule 1 or any person in-charge of such forest produce shall produce the 
transit pass, permit or certificate of origin on demand by a Forest Officer or Police Officer. 

(6) All timber or other forest produce in transit covered by a permit, certificate of origin or 
transit pass, issued in a district other than the Chittagong Hill Tracts shall be taken to the nearest 
revenue check station as specified in rule 6 on the route of extraction for examination, measurement 
counting and, if necessary, marking. The officer who check the produce shall endorse the permit, 
certificate of origin or transit pass, as the case may be, as proof of his check or will issue a transit pass 
as provided in rule 5. 

5. Movement of timber and other forest produce by road, rail and sea :  

(1) (a). The booking or moving of timber or other forest produce listed below by rail, vehicle, 
steamer, motor vessel, boat or other craft beyond the limits of the district of Chittagong Hill Tracts 
except under a Forest Department transit pass in Form 1674 is prohibited :- 

(i) timber in the log or rough hewn timber, fire-wood and charcoal, poles and house posts, boats 
and dugouts; 

(ii) bamboos and canes, mats, baskets and stick of bamboo or cane;  

(iii) forest leaves for thatching purposes, bark of all kinds, agar, catchu, lac, wild honey and wax; 

(iv) horns, skins and other parts or produce of wild animals and birds; and  

(v) any other produce defined as forest produce in clause (b) of sub-section (4) of section 2 of the 
Act. 

(b) Where it is intended to export timber or other forest produce referred to in sub-rule (a) beyond 
the limits of the district of Chittaging Hill Tracts the permit issued under sub-rule (1) of rule 3 or 
sub-rule (2) of that rule, or the certificate of origin in Form D issued under pass in Form 1674 
obtainable at the officer of the Divisional Forest Officer, Forest Utilization Division, Chittagong. 

(2) In the case of timber or other forest produce booked to a destination within the limit of the 
district of Chittagong Hill Tracts, Forest Directorate permit and certificate of origin shall be deemed 
to be transit passes for the purpose of these rules.  

6. Stoppage of timber or other forest produce: 

(1) All timber or other forest produce to which these rules apply or any craft suspected to 
contain such produce shall be liable to stoppage by any forest Officer on any route or at any Forest 
office in order that it may be produced examined or checked and that if any amounts are found due 
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and payable on such produce, such amounts may be realized at the following revenue check 
stations namely. 

 
Name of stations Situation River, khal or stream 
1. Mainimukh Junction of Mainimukh and 

Kassalong river 
Maini and Kassalong 

2. Barkal Barkal Karmafuly 
3. Fringkyong  Near Chitmariam village  Karnafuly 
4. Chandraghona Chandraghona Karnafuly 
5. Alikadum Alikadum Matamohari  
6. Raingkheong  Near Karnafuli Hydro- electric 

Project. 
Karnafuly lake 

7. Pablakhali Junction of Kassalong and Pablakhali. Kassalong and Pablakhali 
8. Gattachara Junction of Kassalong and Gattachara Kassalong and Gattachara 
9. Gulsakhali  Junction of Kassalong and Gulsakhali. Kassalong and Gulsakhali. 
10. Mohallya Junction of Chota Mohallya and 

Kassalong. 
Kassalong and Chota Mohallya 

11. Pakuakhali Junction of Bara Mohallya and 
Kassalong 

Kassalong, Pakuakhali and 
Bara Mohallya. 

12. Marissa Junction of Marissa and Kassalong. Kassalong and Marissa Chara. 
13. Kachuchari  Junction of Kachuchari and Shishak. Kachuchari and Shishak. 
14. Bagaichari  Bagaichari Bagaichari 
15. Kadamatali Kadamatali Chara Kadamatali Chara 
16. Tintilla Junction of Ranabanchara Kasslong Kasslong and Ranabanchara 
17. Banuichara  Banuichara Banuichara 
18. Pakurjachara  Pakurjachara Pakurjachara 
19. Gangaram  Junction of Gangaram and Kassalong Kassalong and Gangaram. 
20. Maraichari  Maini river.  Maini river. 
21. Kassalongmukh Junction of Kassalong river and 

Karnafuli river. 
Kassalong and Karnafuli 

22. Manikchari On Rangamti-Chittagong Road near 
Manikchari bridge 

Manikchari Khal  

23. Silchari On Chittagong-Kaptai Road  Karnafuli 
24. Fringkheong  Area Kaptai.  

(2) Produce not covered by a pass shall be liable to detention for enquiry at the cost and risk of 
the owner claiming title to such produce. 

7. Prevention and removal of obstructions in rivers :  (a) the closing up or obstructing of 
any river, stream of channel or the bank of any river stream or channel used or likely to be used for the 
transit of timber or other forest produce or the stoppage of a navigation of the same is prohibited. 

(b) The Divisional Forest Officer may order any person who, by his act of negligence, has 
caused such closure, obstruction or stoppage to remove the same within a time as may be in the order 
specified or may cause such obstruction to be cleared and recover the cost of such clearance from the 
person by whose act or negligence it was so caused, if necessary as an arrear of land revenue. 

8. Registration of property mark: (a) All traders dealing in timber and dugouts shall mark 
such produce with a property mark which shall be registered with the Divisional Forest Officer and 
every such registration to continue in force shall be renewed each year before the 1st of July.  
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Each such Mark shall consist of a device or letter or numerals or a combination of them and 

shall be subject to the approval of the Divisional Forest Officer before registration; 

Provided that any timber not removed from land for which a license has been issued under 
sub-rule (5) of rule 4 shall not be marked. 

(b) the use of an unregistered property mark on timber and dugouts in transit is prohibited. 

(c) A fee of one taka is liable for the registration of each property mark and of 25 (twenty-five) 
paisha for each subsequent annual renewal of such registration, provided the certificate of registration 
is renewed before expiry. 

(d) A certificate of registration in Form E showing the property mark registered shall be given 
to each person registering his mark. 

(e) In the event of the registration of a property mark not being renewed the marking hammer, 
however, shall be produced to the registering authority within fifteen days of the date of 
expire of the certificate of registration for defacement and the expired certificate shall be 
surrendered for destruction. 

(f) the loss of a certificate of registration or of a registered property mark hammer  shall be 
reported immediately to the registering authority. A duplicate certificate of registration shall be issued 
on payment of 25 (twenty-five) paisha. A lost hammer shall not be duplicated but shall be replaced by 
a different property mark to be registered a new. 

9. Penalties : Any person infringing any provision of these rules shall be punished with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months or with fine which may extend to 
taka five hundred or, with both. 

FORM “A” 
[See rule 4(5) (a)] 

Application form for a license to extract timber or other forest produce free of royalty 

1. Name of applicant.............................................................................. 

2. Father’s name................................................................................. 

3. Village, residence and thana................................. 

4. Jurisdiction list of the plots withthana from which the timber or forest produce is to be removed. : 
5. Survey number of the plots withKhatian number, or touzi numberif the Khatian cannot be filed. 
6. Name of the Divisional ForestOfficer under whose Jurisdiction the estate is situated. 
7. Name of the Khas Mahal office to which rent is paid. 
8. Route by which produce is to be removed. 
9.  (a) Is the applicant undisputed 16annas owner of the plots in question? 

(b) Is he in khas possession of them? 

NOTE – Separate application is to be filed for each estate. 

........................................ 

Signature of the applicant 
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Report by civil authorities: 

No. ....................................................... dated ......................................... 

Forwarded to the Divisional Forest Office ................................... 

Division. According to records in my office the applicant is entitled to have the license if the produce as noted in 
column 5 on the reverse is available. 

.......................................... 

Signature and Designation 

 

Details of timber or other forest produce for which license is required and Forest Range Officer’s report 
after enquiry. 

N.B.-Column 1 to 5 shall be completed by applicant column 6 by Range Officer. 

 
Item Kind of 

timber or 
other forest 
produce 

Number and 
date of last 
license and 
quantity 
allowed.  

Quantity 
actually 
removed under 
last license 

Quantity for 
which license now 
asked for. 

Quantity 
allowed by 
Range Officer 
after inspection. 

      

 

..................................                                       ................................................... 

Signature of applicant.                               Signature of Forest Range Officer 

 

No..................................................... dated....................................... 

Returned to Divisional Forest Officer, .........................Division for information. 

License No..................... dated ........................ has been issued for the quantities shown in column 6. 

  Range Officer ...........Range. 

 

N.B. : If the quantities asked for above have been reduced, a report giving reasons for reduction shall be 
attached. 
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FORM B 

[See rule 2(3) (e)] 

 

 Free License No ...   for...   

To........................................................ son of........................................................ 

of village......................................................police station..................... 

This license issued in accordance with the Chittagong Hill Tracts Forest Transit Rules, 1942, Framed by the 
Governor under sections 41, 42 and 76 of the Forest Act, 1927 (XVI of 1927), permit you to remove from: – 

Lot No./Lot/Taluk No......................................mauza........................ 

....................................police-station...................................................by the  

........................................................... route, timber or other forest produce of the kinds specified therein. 

 This license in issued subject to the conditions endorsed on the reverse hereof. 
 

Schedule 
 
Serial No Kind of timber or other forest 

produce. 
Number/Quantity 
permitted. 

Remarks. 

1 2 3 4 
 

 

 

   

 

Date of issue ................................                                            Range Officer 

Date of expiry .........................                  ........................Range 
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CONDITIONS 

(1) No timber or other forest produce different in kind from or exceeding in amount that specified in this 
license shall be exported. 

(2) Every dispatch of produce shall be covered accompanied by a Certificate of origin issued by the 
license or his authorized agent.   

Note- The certificate of Origin shall be in the approved forms obtainablefrom the Forest Range Office at 
cost price. Form “C” is to be used when the timber or other forest produce is exported by any other means. 

3. The amount of each dispatch of produce shall be recorded at the time on a sheet of paper to be kept 
attached to this license noting the date and the serial number of the Certificate of Origin covering it. 

4. This license is liable to be cancelled for a breach of any of these conditions or of any rule in force for 
the control of timber or other forest produce in transit. the licensee that also be liable to any further penalty 
prescribed in rule 8 of the Forest Transit Rules. 

5. This license with the record of dispatches of produce attached together with all books of Certificate of 
Origin, whether used, partly used or unused, shall be returned to Forest Officer from whom they were obtained 
within ten days from the date of its expiry. Failure to observe this condition may precludethe licensee from 
obtaining any further such license and shall also render him liable to further penalty prescribed in rule 8 of the 
Forest Transit Rule.  
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FORM C 
 

[See rule 2(3) (8)] 

FOREST DIRECTORATE, BANGLADESH 

..............................................................Division 

                                                                   Book No........................... 

                                                                   Permit No.......................... 

Certificate of Origin for removal of shoulder-borne timber or other forest produces from private 
lands 

...................................................................son of........................................Village ......................................police 
station.....................................is permitted to remove one shoulder load of the following timber or other forest 
produce daily from the private lands of ......................................... in accordance with license (Form B) 
No......................................dated....................on the......................................................Range. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Serial            Description of timber or other forest produces                 Route  
No. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

This certificate will remain in force from the ........................of the........................................................ 

Date of issue........................         
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FORM D 
 

[See rule 2(3) (8).] 
 

Counterfoil                                                               Original 

Book No .............Serial No.........            Book No .................Serial No......... 

 
CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN              CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN           

Forest Directorate, East Pakistan         Forest Directorate, East Pakistan         

1. Locality of origin- 1. Locality of origin- 

a) Name or situation offorest ......... a) Name or situation offorest ......... 
(b) Name of forest-owner........                     (b) Name of forest-owner........                     

2. Name and address of owner of  timber 
or other forest produce..............                             

2. Name and address of owner of  timber or other 
forest produce..............                             

3. Description of produce and quantity 3. Description of produce and quantity 

4. Property-marks and other  hammer 
marks (see reverse) 

4. Property-marks and other  hammer marks (see 
reverse) 

5. Destination ........................... 5. Destination ........................... 

6. Routes .................................. 6. Routes .................................. 

7. Date of expiry of certificate ............. 7. Date of expiry of certificate ............. 

8. Signature of issuing officer............. 8. Signature of issuing officer............. 

9. Date ..................................... 9. Date ..................................... 

  

___________________________________________________ 

(No transit fee are payable) 
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FORM E 

 
(See rule 7) 

GOVERNMENT OF BNGLADESH 
FOREST DERECTORATE 

 
Certificate of Registration of Property-mark 

(Issued under rule 7 of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Forest Transit Rule, 1973) 
 
 

1. The mark shown above is the registered property-mark of – 

Name .................................................... 

Father’s name ...................................... 

Village ................................................. 

Post Office ........................................... 

Thana ................................................... 

Distric .................................................. 

 
2. Date of expiry of registration – 30th June. 19 

Dated the .................19 
 
(Signature) 
DivisionDivisional Forest Officer 
   

Form of Renewal of Registration 

 

Date of renewal.                   Date of expiry.            Signature and designationof renewing officer 
30th June. 19 

30th June. 19  

30th June. 19 

30th June. 19 

30th June. 19  
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Forest Directorate 
 

FORM OF CERTIFICATE OF REGESTRATION 
 

Book No ................................. Certificate No ................................. 
 

Certificate that .................................... son of ................................caste ............... inhabitant of  ...................... 
 in the .................. thana of ......................district has this day registered a boat No ............................... 
of which the length is.............. ..............feet, of which the breadth is .....................feet ............ 
inches, of which the depth is ...............feet .........................inches.  
Maund capacity is ................... maunds.Station from which is issued ....................................................... 
Date of issue ............................................................................... 
Date up to which registration will hold good............................ 
 
Registration number and marks} Registration depot latter .............................. 
Registration number ................................... 
Year mark ................................................... 
 
 

Officer-in-Charge 
..................station. 

***** 
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Appendix 9 
 

Kerala Forest Produce Transit Rules 1975 
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Appendix 10 

  
Orissa Village Forest Rules, 1985 
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Appendix 11 

 
Social Afforestation Rules 2004 

 

MYcÖRvZš¿x evsjv‡`k miKvi 

cwi‡ek I eb gš¿Yvjq 

cÖÁvcb 

ZvwiL, 20 AMÖnvqY 1411/4 wW‡m¤̂i 2004 

Gm,Avi, I bs 325 AvBb/2004|Ñ The Forest Act, 1927 (XVI of 1927)-GiSection 28A-Gi 

Sub-Section (4)I (5)-G cÖ̀ Ë ¶gZve‡j miKvi wb¤œ iƒc wewagvjv cÖYqb Kwij, h_v : 

 

1| msw¶ß wk‡ivbvg 

GB wewagvjv mvgvwRK ebvqb wewagvjv, 2004 bv‡g AwfwnZ nB‡e| 

 

2| msÁv 

welq ev cÖms‡Mi cwicš’x wKQz bv _vwK‡j GB wewagvjvq--- 

(K) Ò AveZ©KvjÓ A_© wewa 15 Abyhvqx wba©vwiZ AveZ©Kvj ev †gqv`; 

(L) ÒDcKvi‡fMxÓ A_© mvgvwRK ebvq‡b AskMÖnYKvix Ges GB wewagvjvi AvIZvq Dnvimyweav‡fvMKvix †Kvb e¨w³; 

(M) ÒPzw³Ó A_© wewa 4 Gi Aaxb c¶M‡Yi g‡a¨ ¯̂v¶wiZ Pzw³, Ges mg‡SvZv ¯§viKI Dnvi AšÍf~©&³ nB‡e; 

(N) ÒZnwejÓ A_© wewa 22 Gi Aaxb MwVZ e„¶ ‡ivcY Znwej;[Ò(NN)Ó ÒdigÓ A_© GB wewagvjvi dig; 

(NNN) Òd‡i÷ wf‡jRviÓ A_© evsjv‡`k d‡i÷ g¨vbyqvj cvU©-2 Gi AvwU©‡Kj-28 Avbymv‡i ebwefv‡Mi wbewÜZ d‡i÷ 

wf‡jRvi;] 

(O) Ò‡emiKvix ms ’̄vÓ A_©the Societies Registration Act, 1860 (Act XXI of 1860) Gi Aax‡bMwVZ †Kvb mvgvwRK msMVb 

ev the Voluntary Social Welfare Agencies (Registration andControl) Ordinance, 1961 (Ord. XLVI of 1961)Gi 

Aax‡b wbewÜZ †Kvb msMVb evtheForeign Donations (Voluntary Activities) Regulation Ordinance, 1978 (Ord. XLVI 
of1978) Gi Aax‡b GbwRI G¨v‡dqvm© ey¨‡iv KZ…©K wbewÜZ †Kvb msMVb ev †Kv¤úvbx AvBb,1994 (1994 m‡bi 18 bs AvBb) 

Gi Aax‡b wbewÜZ †Kvb †Kv¤úvbx; 

(P) Ò e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUÓ A_© wewa 9 Gi Aaxb MwVZ e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwU  

(Q) ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôx A_© GB wewagvjvi Aaxb mvgvwRK ebvq‡b AvMÖnx ¯’vbxq Rb‡Mvôx hvnv‡`i wewa6 Gi Aaxb DcKvi‡fvMx 

wbe©vwPZ nBevi †hvM¨Zv iwnqv‡Q|] 

 

3| mvgvwRK ebvqb GjvKv wba©viY 

(1) GB wewagvjvi D‡Ïk¨ c~iYK‡í, eb Awa`ßi mvaviY Av‡`k Øviv mgq mgq wewfbœ eb wefv‡MGK ev GKvwaK mvgvwRK 

ebvqb GjvKv wba©viY Kwi‡Z cvwi‡e| 
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(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb †Kvb eb wefv‡M GKvwaK mvgvwRK ebvqb GjvKv wba©viY Kiv nB‡jDnv‡`i‡K msL¨vi µg 

Abymv‡i wPwýZ Kiv hvB‡e| 

4| mvgvwRK ebvqb Pzw³ I Dnvi c¶MY 

(1) GB wewagvjvi D‡Ïk¨ c~iYK‡í, wbgœewY©Z c¶mg~n cvi¯úwiK Pzw³ m¤úv`b Kwi‡Z cvwi‡e, 

h_v:-- 

(K) eb Awa`ßi; 

(L) f~wgi gvwjK ev `Ljx ¯̂Z¡vwaKvix †Kvb e¨w³ A_ev miKvix ev mswewae× ms ’̄v; 

(M) DcKvi‡fvMx; 

(N) †emiKvix ms ’̄v ; 

 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb m¤úvw`Ze¨ Pzw³‡Z eb Awa`ßi Ges DcKvi‡fvMx Aek¨B c¶ wnmv‡e_vwK‡Z nB‡e| 

(3) miKvi KZ…©K mgq mgq wba©vwiZ di‡g Pzw³ ¯̂v¶wiZ nB‡e| 

(4) GB wewagvjvi D‡Ïk¨ c~iYK‡í, Pzw³fz³ †Kvb DcKvi‡fvMx weevwnZ cyiæl nB‡j Zvnvi ¿̄xIDcKvi‡fvMx wn‡m‡e MY¨ 

nB‡eb, Ges Pzw³fz³ †Kvb DcKvi‡fvMx weevwnZ gwnjv nB‡j Zvnvi¯̂vgxI DcKvi‡fvMx wn‡m‡e MY¨ nB‡eb| 

(5) GB wewagvjvi Aaxb Pzw³ ejer _vKvKvjxb DcKvi‡fvMx ¯̂vgx-¯¿xi g‡a¨ weevn we‡”Q` nB‡jZvnviv Df‡qB mg-As‡ki 

wfwË‡Z DcKvi‡fvMx wnmv‡e envj _vwK‡eb| 

5| Pzw³i †gqv` I Dnvi bevqb 

(1) GB wewagvjvi Aaxb †Kvb Pzw³i †gqv` nB‡e wbgœiƒc, h_v : 

(K) kvje‡bi †¶‡Î 20 ermi, hvnv †gqv`v‡šÍ ỳB wKw Í̄‡Z AveZ©Kv‡ji †gqv` ch©šÍ bevqb‡hvM¨ nB‡e; 

(L) cÖvK…wZK e‡bi †¶‡Î 20 ermi, hvnv †gqv`v‡šÍ GK wKw Í̄‡Z AveZ©Kv‡ji †gqv` ch©šÍ bevqb‡hvM¨ nB‡e; 

(M) DWjU, K…wlebvqb, w÷ªc cvb‡Ukb, PivÂj, e‡i› ª̀ GjvKv Ges Ab¨vb¨ GjvKvq e„¶‡ivc‡Yi †¶‡Î [me©wb¤œ 10ermi Ges 

m‡ev©”P 20 ermi, hvnv †gqv`v‡šÍ `yB A_ev wZb wKw Í̄‡Z m‡e©v”P 40 ermi ch©šÍ bevqb‡hvM¨ nB‡e|] 

[(1K) Dc-wewa (1) G hvnv wKQzB _vKzK bv †Kb, ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôxi D‡`¨v‡M M„nxZ mvgvwRK ebvqbKvh©µ‡g eb Awa`ßi Ges 

’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôxi †hŠ_ m¤§wZµ‡g mswkøóPzw³i †gqv` wba©viY KivhvB‡e|] 

(2) Pzw³fz³ c¶M‡Yi cvi¯úwiK m¤§wZµ‡g eb Awa`ßi KZ…©K wba©vwiZ c×wZ‡Z mswkøówefvMxqeb Kg©KZ©v mswkøó Pzw³ 

†gqv`v‡šÍ bevqb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

[ 5K| ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôx KZ…©K mvgvwRK ebvq‡bi Av‡e`b, ZvwjKv cȪ ‘Z I Aby‡gv`b|-- 

(1) mvgvwRK ebvq‡bi Dc‡hvMx †Kvb f~wg‡Z ebvq‡b AvMÖnx ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôx eb wefv‡Mi exU I†iÄ Kvh©vj‡qi gva¨‡g A_ev 

mivmwi wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU Òdig KÓ †Z wjwLZ Av‡e`bKwi‡Z cvwi‡e| 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb wjwLZ Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci, wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v h_vkxNÖ mswkøó ’̄vbxqRb‡Mvôx‡K DcKvi‡fvMx 

wPwýZ Kwi‡Z Ges DcKvi‡fvMxMY‡K ebvq‡bi Kg©cwiKíbv cȪ ‘ZKwi‡Z mnvqZv cÖ̀ v‡bi Rb¨, d‡ió †iÄv‡ii bx‡P b‡n 

GBiƒc GKRb eb Kg©KZ©v wb‡qvMKwi‡eb| 

(3) eb Kg©KZ©v, mswkøóBDwbqb cwil‡`i m`m¨ ev m`m¨e„›` Ges Av‡e`bKvix ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôxic‡¶ b~¨bZg ỳBRb cÖwZwbwa, 

hvnv‡`i g‡a¨ AšÍZt GKRb gwnjv _vwK‡eb, mgš̂‡q MwVZKwgwU wewa 6 Gi Dcwewa (2) Abyhvqx DcKvi‡fvMx‡`i cÖv_wgK 

ZvwjKv cȪ ‘Z Kwi‡e| 
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(4) Dc-wewa (3) Gi Aaxb cÖv_wgK ZvwjKv P~ovšÍ nBevi ci mswkøóeb Kg©KZ©v wefvMxq ebKg©KZ©vi wbKU Ôdig LÕ †Z 

GKwU cÖwZ‡e`b `vwLj Kwi‡eb| 

(5) Dc-wewa (4) Gi Aaxb cÖwZ‡e`b cvIqvi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v wbgœ wjwLZ welqvejx hvPvBKwi‡ebt- 

(K) e‡bi mwnZ wbe©vwPZ DcKvi‡fvMx‡`i m¤úK© Ges 

(L) ebvqb Kvh©µ‡g kªg wewb‡qv‡Mi cÖ̀ v‡bi mvg_©̈ | 

(6) Dc-wewa (5) Gi Aaxb hvPvB‡qi ci, wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôxi D‡`¨v‡M mvgvwRKebvq‡bi j‡¶¨, wewa 6 Gi 

Dc-wewa (1K) Gi weavb Abymv‡i DcKvi‡fvMx wbe©vP‡bi P~ovšÍ e¨e ’̄v MÖnY Kwi‡eb| 

(7) wewa 6 Gi Dcwewa (1K) Gi Aaxb DcKvi‡fvMx wbe©vP‡bi ci Ges wewa 4 Gi Aaxb Pzw³¯̂v¶‡ii ci, wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v, wbe©vwPZ DcKvi‡fvMx ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôx‡K Ôdig MÕ †ZmvgvwRK ebvq‡bi AbygwZ cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡eb|] 

 

6| DcKvi‡fvMx wbe©vPb, BZ¨vw` 

(1) DcKvi‡fvMxMY eb Awa`ßi KZ…©K, mswkøó GjvKvi ’̄vbxq miKvi cÖwZôvb Ges D³ ebvq‡bimwnZ m¤ú„³ †emiKvix 

ms ’̄vi mwnZ civgk©µ‡g, wbe©vwPZ nB‡eb| 

[1K) Dc-wewa (1) G hvnv wKQzB _vKzK bv †Kb, ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôxi D‡`¨v‡M M„nxZ mvgvwRK ebvqbKvh©µ‡gi †¶‡Î mswkøó 

Dc‡Rjv cwi‡ek I eb Dbœqb KwgwU DcKvi‡fvMx wbe©vPb P~ovšÍ Kwi‡eb|] 

[(2) mvaviYfv‡e †Kvb mvgvwRK ebvqb GjvKvi GK eM©wK‡jvwgUv‡ii g‡a¨ emevmKvix ¯’vbxqAwaevmxM‡Yi ga¨ nB‡Z D³ 

GjvKvi DcKvi‡fvMx wbe©vwPZ nB‡eb Ges wbgœewY©Z e¨w³MYDcKvi‡fvMx wbe©vP‡b cÖvwaKvi cvB‡eb, h_v t 

(K) f~wgnxb; 

(L) 50 kZvs‡ki Kg f~wgi gvwjK; 

(M) `yt ’̄ gwnjv; 

(N) AbMÖmi †Mvôx; 

(O) `wi`ª Avw`evmx; 

(P) `wi`ª d‡i÷ wf‡jRvi; Ges 

(Q) A¯̂”Qj gyw³‡hv×v A_ev gyw³‡hv×vi A¯̂”Qj mšÍvb|] 

(3) †Kvb mvgvwRK ebvqb GjvKvi GK wK‡jvwgUv‡ii g‡a¨ ch©vß msL¨K DcKvi‡fvMx bv cvIqv†M‡j D³ GjvKvi wbKUZg 

GjvKvq emevmKvix AwaevmxM‡Yi ga¨ nB‡Z DcKvi‡fvMx wbe©vPbKiv hvB‡e| 

(4) wbe©vwPZ DcKvi‡fvMx‡K mvgvwRK ebvqb Kvh©µ‡g wb‡R‡K m¤ú„³ Kwi‡Z AvMÖnx nB‡Z nB‡e| 

 

7| DcKvi‡fvMxi `vwqZ¡, Kg©e¨e ’̄vcbv BZ¨vw` n Í̄všÍi 

(1) DcKvi‡fvMxMY GB wewagvjvi Aaxb m¤úvw`Z Pzw³i AvIZvq Zvnvi `vwqZ¡, Kg©e¨e ’̄vcbv Gesmyweav Zvnv‡`i ¯̂-¯̂ ¿̄x 

A_ev ¯̂vgx A_ev †h †Kvb DËivwaKvix‡K n Í̄všÍi Kwi‡Z cvwi‡e Ges†Kvb DcKvi‡fvMxi g„Zz¨‡Z Zvnvi `vwqZ¡, Kg©e¨e¯’vcbv 

Ges myweavmg~n Zvnvi DËivwaKvixMYKZ…©K g‡bvbxZ e¨w³i Dci eZ©vB‡e| 

(2) †Kvb DcKvi‡fvMxi `vwqZ¡, Kg©e¨e ’̄vcbv Ges myweav GB wewai Aax‡b n Í̄všÍi Kiv m¤¢e bvnB‡j A_ev DËivwaKvixMY D³ 

`vwqZ¡, Kg©e¨e ’̄vcbv Ges myweav MÖn‡Y m¤§Z bv nB‡j A_evD³ DcKvi‡fvMx hyw³hy³ Kvi‡Y mvgvwRK ebvqb cwiZ¨vM Kwi‡j 

eb Awa`ß‡ii mswkówefvMxq Kg©KZ©v GBiƒc `vwqZ¡ MÖn‡Y B”QzK Ab¨ †Kvb e¨w³i wbKU D³ `vwqZ¡, Kg© e¨e ’̄vcbvGes myweav 

n Í̄všÍi Kwi‡Z cvwi‡e Ges n Í̄všÍwiZ DcKvi‡fvMx AvbycvwZK nv‡imyweavmg~‡ni AwaKvix nB‡e| 
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8| †emiKvix ms ’̄v wbe©vPb 

 

(1) GB wewagvjvi D‡Ïk¨ c~iYK‡í eb Awa`ß‡ii wbKU nB‡Z GZ ỳ‡Ï‡k¨ ¶gZvcÖvß †KvbKg©KZ©v †Kvb Dc‡Rjvi †fŠMwjK 

mxgvbvq Aew ’̄Z wewfbœ mvgvwRK ebvqb GjvKvi Rb¨ GK evGKvwaK †emiKvix ms ’̄v wbe©vwPZ Kwi‡Z cvwi‡e| 

 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb wbe©vwPZ nBevi Rb¨ †Kvb †emiKvix ms ’̄vi wbgœewY©Z †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ nB‡Z nB‡e, h_vt-- 

 

(K) mvgvwRK ebvqb Kv‡h© msMwVZKiY, DØy×KiY I MwZkxjZv Avbq‡b Ab~¨b `yB erm‡iiAwfÁZv _vwK‡Z nB‡e ; Ges 

(L) †Rjv ev Dc‡Rjv/_vbv ch©v‡q wbR¯̂ Awdm _vwK‡Z nB‡e| 

 

(3) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb wbe©vP‡bi †¶‡Î mswkøómvgvwRK ebvqb GjvKvq Kg©iZ Ges h_vh_KvwiMwi `¶Zv m¤úbœ I 

cÖwk¶YcÖvß Rbe‡ji AwaKvix †Kvb †emiKvix ms ’̄v AMÖvwaKvi cvB‡e| 

 

9| e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwU 

 

(1) mvgvwRK ebvqb Kvh©µg myôzfv‡e cwiPvjbvi Rb¨ cÖ‡Z¨K mvgvwRK ebvqb GjvKvq wbgœewY©Zm`m¨‡`i mg¤̂‡q mvgvwRK 

ebvqb e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwU bv‡g GKwU e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwU _vwK‡e, h_vt--- 

(K) mfvcwZ 1 Rb; 

(L) mn-mfvcwZ 1 Rb; 

(M) mvaviY m¤úv`K 1 Rb; 

(N) mn-mvaviY m¤úv`K 1 Rb; 

(O) †Kvlva¨¶ 1 Rb; Ges 

(P) mvavib m`m¨ 4 Rb| 

 

[(1K)Dc-wewa (1) G hvnv wKQzB _vKzK bv †Kb, ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôxi D‡`¨v‡M M„nxZ mvgvwRK ebvqbKvh©µ‡gi †¶‡Î e¨e ’̄vcbv 

KwgwU wbgœiƒc m`m¨‡`i, hvnv‡`i g‡a¨ AšÍZt `yBRb gwnjv_vwK‡eb, mgš̂‡q MwVZ nB‡e, h_v : 

 

(K) mfvcwZ 1 Rb; 

(L) mvaviY m¤úv`K 1 Rb; 

(M) †Kvlva¨¶ 1 Rb; Ges 

(N) m`m¨ 2 Rb 

 

(2) GB wewai Aaxb e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi m`m¨MY mswkøómvgvwRK ebvqb GjvKvi DcKvi‡fvMxMYKZ…©K wbe©vwPZ nB‡eb, Z‡e 

Zvnv‡`i AšÍZt GK-Z…Zxqvsk m`m¨ gwnj‡`i ga¨ nB‡Z wbe©vwPZnB‡eb| 
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10| e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi m`m¨‡`i †gqv`, BZ¨vw` 

 

(1) e¨e¯’vcbv KwgwUi m`m¨M‡Yi †gqv` nB‡e ỳB ermi Ges Zvnviv cybivq wbe©vwPZ nBevi †hvM¨nB‡eb| 

 

(2) e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi †Kvb m`m¨ Zvnvi †gqv` †kl nBevi c~‡e© mfvcwZi eivi‡i wjwLZ cÎ‡hv‡M¯̂xq c` Z¨vM Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb| 

 

11| e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi `vwqZ¡ 

e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi `vwqZ¡ nB‡e wbgœ iƒc, h_v : 

 

(K) mvgvwRK ebvq‡b eb Awa`ß‡ii Kg©KZ©vMY‡K mnvqZvKiY; 

(L) mvgvwRK ebvq‡bi AvIZvq m„ó e‡bi myôz cwiPh©v I i¶Yv‡e¶Y; 

(M) DcKvi‡fvMxMY‡K Zvnv‡`i `vwqZ¡ cvj‡b DØy×KiY Ges GB wewagvjvi Aaxb Zvnv‡`ih_vh_ myweav cÖvwß‡Z mnvqZvKiY; 

(N) e„¶‡ivcY Znwej e¨e ’̄vcbv I cwiPvjbv; 

(O) Pzw³f~³ wewfbœ c‡¶i g‡a¨ D™¢~Z we‡iva wb¯úwËKiY; Ges 

(P) eb Awa`ßi KZ©„K mgq mgq Awc©Z Ab¨ †Kvb `vwqZ¡ m¤úv`b| 

 

12| e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi mfv 

 

(1) GB wewai Ab¨vb¨ weavb mv‡c‡¶ e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwU Zvnvi Kvh©c×wZ wba©viY Kwi‡Z cvwi‡e| 

 

(2) e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi mfv Dnvi mfvcwZ KZ…©K wba©vwiZ ’̄vb I mg‡q AbywôZ nB‡e : 

 

Z‡e kZ© _v‡K †h, cÖwZ wZb gv‡m e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi Kgc‡¶ GKwU mfv AbywôZ nB‡e, GesRiæixcÖ‡qvR‡b mfvcwZ mvZ w`‡bi 

†bvwU‡k †h †Kvb mgq mfv Avnevb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡e| 

 

(3) mfvcwZ e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi mfvq mfvcwZZ¡ Kwi‡eb Ges Zvnvi Abycw ’̄wZ‡Z mn-mfvcwZ mfvq mfvcwZZ¡ Kwi‡eb Ges 

Zvnv‡`i Df‡qi Abycw ’̄wZ‡Z mfvq Dcw ’̄Z m`m¨M‡Yi Øvivwba©vwiZ †Kvb m`m¨ mfvq mfvcwZZ¡ Kwi‡eb| 

 

(4) e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi mKj wm×všÍ Dnvi mfvq M„nxZ nB‡e| 

 

(5) mfvq Dcw ’̄Z `yB-Z…Zxqvsk m`‡m¨i m¤§wZ‡Z wm×všÍ M„nxZ nB‡e| 
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(6) †Kvb wel‡q wm×všÍ MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ cÖ‡qvRbxq m`‡m¨i mg_©b cvIqv bv †M‡j mfvq Dcw ’̄ZmsL¨vMwiô m`‡m¨i m¤§wZ‡Z 

D³ welqwU wewa 14 Gi Aaxb MwVZ Dc‡`ó KwgwUi wbKU †cÖiYKiv hvB‡e Ges Dc‡`óv KwgwU KZ…©K M„nxZ wm×všÍ P~ovšÍ 

ewjqv MY¨ nB‡e| 

 

[13| e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi wejywß 

 

(1) †Kvb e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi Ab~¨b ỳB-Z…Zxqvsk m`‡m¨i wjwLZ mycvwi‡ki wfwË‡Z eb Awa`ß‡iimswkøówefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v 

D³ e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwU evwZj Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

(2) e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwU wewa 11 A_ev 12 Gi Aaxb †Kvb `vwqZ¡ ev Kvh© m¤úv`b Kwi‡Z e¨_© nB‡j,mswkøód‡i÷ †iÄ Kg©KZ©v 

D³ KwgwUi mfvcwZ‡K KviY `k©v‡bvi †bvwUk cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡eb,hvnvi Abywjwc KwgwUi Ab¨vb¨ mKj m`m¨‡KI cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e| 

 

(3) Dc-wewa (2) Gi Aaxb †bvwUk cÖvwßi ci e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi c‡¶ mfvcwZ m‡šÍvlRbK e¨vL¨vw`‡Z e¨_© nB‡j mswkód‡i÷ 

†iÄ Kg©KZ©v welqwU mswkøówefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v‡KwjwLZfv‡e AewnZ Kwi‡eb| 

 

(4) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v Dc-wewa (3) Gi Aaxb welqwU AewnZ nBevi ci Dnv mgvav‡bi †PóvKwi‡eb Ges, cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a, 

welqwU mswkóDc‡Rjv cwie‡k I eb Dbœqb KwgwU‡Z †cÖiYKwi‡eb Ges D³ KwgwUi civgk© MªnYµ‡g Awfhy³ e¨e ’̄vcbv 

KwgwU wejyß Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb|] 

 

14| Dc‡`óv KwgwU I Dnvi `vwqZ¡ 

 

(1) GB wewagvjvi D‡Ïk¨ c~iYK‡í cÖ‡Z¨K mvgvwRK ebvqb GjvKvi Rb¨ mvgvwRK ebvqb Dc‡`óvKwgwU bv‡g GKwU Dc‡`óv 

KwgwU _vwK‡e| 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb Dc‡`óv KwgwU wbgœewY©Z m`m¨‡`i mgš̂‡q MwVZ nB‡e, h_v : 

 

(K) eb Awa`ß‡ii mswkøó ’̄vbxq cÖavb Kg©KZ©v; 

(L) wewa 8 Gi Aaxb wbe©vwPZ †Kvb †emiKvix ms ’̄vi GKRb cÖwZwbwa; Ges 

(M) e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwU KZ…©K g‡bvbxZ GKRb wewkó mgvR‡meK, whwb e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUim`m¨ b‡nb| 

 

(3) Dc‡`óv KwgwUi `vwqZ¡ nB‡e wbgœiƒc, h_v : 

 

(K) GB wewagvjvi Aaxb `vwqZ¡ cvj‡bi †¶‡Î e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwU‡K Ges Znwej e¨e ’̄vcbvDc-KwgwU‡K cÖ‡qvRbxq civgk© 

cÖ̀ vb; 

 

(L) e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwU GB wewagvjvi Aaxb †Kvb wel‡q wm×všÍ MÖn‡Y Amg_© nB‡j Zrm¤ú‡K© P~ovšÍ wm×všÍ cÖ̀ vb| 
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15| AveZ©Kvj wba©viY, BZ¨vw` 

 

(1) Dc-wewa (2) Gi weavb mv‡c‡¶, mvgvwRK ebvq‡bi Aaxb Drcbœ e„‡¶i AveZ©Kvj eb Awa`ßiKZ©„K wba©vwiZ nB‡e| 

 

(2) †Kvb e„‡¶i AveZ©Kvj Dnvi ‡ivc‡Yi ZvwiL nB‡Z wbgœ ewY©Z †gqv‡`i AwaK nB‡e bv, h_v : 

 

(K) kvj e‡bi †¶‡Î lvU ermi; 

(L) cÖvK…wZK e‡bi †¶‡Î Pwjkermi; Ges 

(M) djR e„‡¶i †¶‡Î D³ e„¶ hZw`b ¯̂vfvweKfv‡e dj aviY Kwi‡e ZZw`b| 

 

(3) wbgœewY©Z †¶Î e¨ZxZ bb-wU¤v̂i d‡i÷ †cÖvWv± ev †Kvb mvgvwRK ebvqb GjvKvi †Kvb e„‡¶iWvjcvjv QuvUvB, KZ©b ev 

DrcvUb Kiv hvB‡e bv, h_v : 

 

(K) D³iƒc †Kvb e„‡¶i h_vh_ ea©b I cwic°Zvi cÖ‡qvR‡b; A_ev 

(L) D³iƒc †Kvb e„‡¶i †ivMvµvšÍ  nBevi Kvi‡Y; A_ev 

(M) miKv‡ii †Kvb Dbœqb Kg©Kv‡Ûi cª‡qvR‡b; A_ev 

(N) e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwU I eb Awa`ßi KZ…©K ¯̂xK…Z †Kvb hyw³msMZ Kvi‡Y| 

 

16| mvgvwRK ebvq‡b eb Awa`ß‡ii `vwqZ¡ I KZ©e¨ 

 

(1) mvgvwRK ebvqb Kg©m~Px ev Í̄evq‡b eb Awa`ßi wbgœ ewY©Z `vwqZ¡ I KZ©e¨mg~n cvjb Kwi‡e,h_v: 

 

(K) DcKvi‡fvMx wbe©vPb; 

(L) e„¶‡ivc‡Yi Kg© cwiKíbv cÖYqb; 

[10(LL) ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôxi D‡`¨v‡M M„nxZ mvgvwRK ebvqb Kvh©µ‡g Kg©cwiKíbv cÖYq‡bDcKvi‡fvMxMY‡K mnvqZv cÖ̀ vb Ges 

Kg©cwiKíbv Aby‡gv`b; 

(M) mvgvwRK eb m„wó I Dnvi e¨e ’̄vcbv m¤ú‡K© DcKvi‡fvMxMY‡K KvwiMwi civgk© cÖ̀ vbGes cÖ‡qvRbvbyhvqx †Kvb miKvix ev 

†emiKvix ms ’̄vi mn‡hvwMZv MÖnY; 

(N) f~wgi ¯̂Z¡vwaKvix e¨w³ ev ms ’̄v, DcKvi‡fvMx I †emiKvix ms ’̄vmg~‡ni Ges Ab¨vb¨‡`imwnZ Pzw³ m¤úv`b; 

(O) mvgvwRK ebvqb Kvh©µg Ges e„¶‡ivcY Znwej cwiex¶Y; 

(P) [**]cÖwk¶Y cÖ̀ vb; 

(Q) P~ovšÍfv‡e AvnwiZ dmj evRviRvZKiY Ges Dnv nB‡Z jä Avq wewa 20 Gi AaxbcÖvcKM‡Yi g‡a¨ e›Ub; 
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(R) Dc`vi‡fvMxMY KZ©„K Dchy³ gv‡bi exR ev Pviv Drcv`‡b Amg_©Zvi †¶‡Î Zvnvw`M‡KD³iƒc exR ev Pviv msMÖ‡n 

mnvqZv Kiv; [**] 

(S) hvbevnb PjvP‡j evav m„wó K‡i ev Ab¨ †Kvb Amyweav K‡i GBiƒc Wvjcvjv RiæixcÖ‡qvR‡b KZ©b Kiv [; 

(T) Pzw³ †gvZv‡eK wewa 18 †Z ewY©Z †Kvb `vwqZ¡ I KZ©e¨ m¤úv`‡b e¨_© nB‡jDcKvi‡fvMxM‡Yi mwnZ Pzw³ evwZj Kiv; Ges 

(U) ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôxi D‡`¨v‡M M„nxZ mvgvwRK ebvqb Kvh©µ‡g Aby‡gvw`Z Kg©cwiKíbvAbyhvqx DcKvi‡fvMxMY KZ…©K ebR `ªe¨ 

msMÖn I e¨env‡ii cÖ‡qvRbxq wb‡ ©̀wkKvcÖYqb|] 

 

(2) eb Awa`ßi Dc-wewa (1) Gi `dv (L) I (Q) †Z ewY©Z `vwqZ¡ I KZ©e¨ cvj‡bi †¶‡Î mswkøóe¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi mwnZ 

Av‡jvPbv mv‡c‡¶ wm×všÍ MÖnY Kwi‡e| 

 

(3) eb Awa`ßi KZ…©K GZ`D‡Ï‡k wbhy³ Dnvi †Kvb Kg©KZ©v DcKvi‡fvMxM‡Yi mwnZ †hŠ_fv‡e ’̄vbxq ch©v‡q gvB‡µv-†j‡fj 

mvgvwRK ebvqb e¨e ’̄vcbv cwiKíbv cÖYqb Kwi‡e, hvnv ebAwa`ß‡ii mswkówefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v Øviv Aby‡gvw`Z nB‡Z nB‡e| 

 

17| Pzw³fz³ f~wgi gvwjK ev `Ljx ¯̂Z¡waKvix e¨w³ ev ms ’̄vi `vwqZ¡ I KZ©e¨ 

Pzw³fz³ f~wgi gvwjK ev `Ljx ¯̂Z¡vwaKvix e¨w³ ev ms ’̄v; 

 

(K) Pzw³ ejer _vKvKvjxb Pzw³fz³ f~wg ev fywgi myweav Ggbfv‡e n Í̄všÍi Kwi‡Z cvwi‡e bv, hvnvmvgvwRK ebvqb  

Kvh©µ‡gi Rb¨ ¶wZKi nq; 

(L) Pzw³f~³ f~wg‡Z †ivwcZ e„‡¶i wbivcËv, i¶Yv‡e¶Y I e¨e ’̄vcbvq mn‡hvwMZv cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡e;Ges 

(M) mvgvwRK ebvq‡b e¨eüZ f~wgi Rb¨ †Kvb cÖKvi PvR© ev fvov Av‡ivc Kwi‡Z cvwi‡e bv| 

 

18| Pzw³fz³ DcKvi‡fvMx‡`i `vwqZ¡ I KZ©e¨ 

Pzw³fz³ DcKvi‡fvMxMY wbgœ ewY©Z `vwqZ¡ I KZ©e¨mg~n cvjb Kwi‡eb, h_v: 

 

(K) mvgvwRK ebvqb e¨e ’̄vcbv cwiKíbv cÖYq‡b AskMÖnY; 

(L) eb Awa`ß‡ii mwnZ †hŠ_fv‡e Kg© cwiKíbv ˆZwi;[(LL) ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôxi D‡`¨v‡M M„nxZ mvgvwRK ebvqb Kvh©µ‡g eb 

Awa`ß‡ii mnvqZvqKg©cwiKíbv cÖYqb Ges Aby‡gvw`Z Kg© cwiKíbv ev Í̄evqb; 

(M) e„¶‡ivc‡Yi Rb¨ Pviv Drcv`b; 

(N) e„¶‡ivcY I †ivwcZ e„‡¶i hZ&œ, i¶Yv‡e¶Y I i¶vKiY; 

(O) Aby‡gvw`Z cwiKíbv †gvZv‡eK e„¶ NbZ¡ n«vmKiY I QuvUvBKiY; 

(P) mvgvwRK ebvqb msµvšÍ  †Kvb mfvq Avgwš¿Z nB‡j Dcw ’̄wZ; [**] 

(Q) Aby‡gvw`Z cwiKíbv †gvZv‡eK Ab¨vb¨ Kvh©vejx m¤úv`b [; 
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(R) ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôxi D‡`¨v‡M M„nxZ mvgvwRK ebvqb Kvh©µ‡g eb Awa`ß‡ii m¤§wZ µ‡g cÖ‡qvRbxqwewb‡qv‡Mi e¨e ’̄v 

Kiv; Ges 

(S) dmj evRviRvZKi‡Y mswkøóeb wefvM cÖwZwbwa †cÖiY|] 

 

19| Pzw³fz³ †emiKvix ms ’̄vi `vwqZ¡ I KZ©e¨ 

Pzw³fz³ †emiKvix ms ’̄v wbgœ ewY©Z `vwqZ¡ I KZ©e¨mg~n cvjb Kwi‡e, h_v: 

 

(K) eb Awa`ß‡ii mwnZ †hŠ_fv‡e mvgvwRK ebvq‡bi ’̄vb wbe©vPb; 

(L) DcKvi‡fvMx wbe©vP‡b eb Awa`ßi‡K mnvqZvKiY; 

(M) ’̄vbxq eb Awa`ß‡ii Kg©KZ©v‡`i mwnZ †hŠ_fv‡e DcKvi‡fvMxMY‡K wewfbœMÖæ‡cmsMwVZKiY Ges mvgvwRK ebvqb m¤ú‡K© 

D×z×KiY; 

(N) DcKvi‡fvMxMÖæcmg~‡ni g‡a¨ Ab¨vb¨ mvgvwRK Dbœqbg~jK Kg©KvÛ cwiPvjbv; 

(O) eb Awa`ß‡ii Pvwn`v Abymv‡i DcKvi‡fvMx‡`i cÖwk¶Y cÖ̀ vb Kiv; 

(P) mvgvwRK ebvqb Kvh©Kiiƒ‡c ev Í̄evq‡bi D‡Ï‡k¨ DcKvi‡fvMxM‡Yi mwnZ myweav fvMvfvwMPzw³ m¤ú‡K© h_vh_ †hvMv‡hvM 

i¶vKiY; 

(Q) K…wleb I DWjU e‡bi DcKvi‡fvMx MY‡K gvb m¤úbœ `ªe¨vw` mieivn m¤ú‡K© †LuvR Lei ivLv; 

(R) e„¶ Drcv`‡b mg‡qvc‡hvMx e¨e ’̄v MÖnY I Ab¨vb¨ mswkó 

Kg©Kv‡Û eb Awa`ßi‡KmnvqZvKiY I DcKvi‡fvMxMY‡K DØy×KiY; 

(S) Avq e„w× I Kg©ms ’̄v‡bi D‡Ï‡k¨ wbR¯̂ e¨e ’̄vcbvq DcKvi‡fvMxMY‡K ¶y ª̀ FY cÖ̀ vb; 

(T) e‡bi NbZ¡ n«vmKiY (thinning) I e„‡¶i Wvjcvjv QuvUvB nB‡Z AvnwiZ ga¨eZx© myweav GesP~ovbœ dmj nB‡Z AvnwiZ 

myweavmg~‡ni wewfbœ c‡¶i cÖvc¨ Ask m¤ú‡K© †LuvR Lei ivLv GesDcKvi‡fvMxM‡Yi cÖvß myweav m¤ú‡K© Z_¨ msi¶‡Y 

Zvnvw`M‡K mnvqZvKiY; 

(U) DcKvi‡fvMxMY‡K wewfbœ e‡b ebvqb Kg©Kv‡Ûi mwnZ mvgÄm¨c~Y© wewfbœ ga¨eZx© dmjDrcv`‡b w`K wb‡ ©̀kbv cÖ̀ vb; 

(V) DcKvi‡fvMxM‡Yi wei‡× eb Awa`ßi KZ…©K Awf‡hvM DÌvc‡bi †¶‡Î ’̄vbxq ch©v‡q Dnvmgvav‡b mnvqZvKiY; 

(W) eb Awa`ß‡ii mwnZ †hŠ_fv‡e Ges DcKvi‡fvMx I mgv‡Ri Ab¨vb¨ m`‡m¨i mwnZ civgk©µ‡geZ©gvb f~wg e¨envi c×wZ 

Ges Dchy³ e¨e ’̄vcbv cwiKíbv cÖYq‡b evav I myweavmg~n AewnZnIqvi Rb¨ Rwic cwiPvjbv; Ges 

(X) AskMÖnYg~jK kvj eb e¨e ’̄vcbvmn Ab¨vb¨ ebvq‡bi Rb¨ Dchy³ GjvKv wbe©vPb IwPwýZKi‡Y eb Awa`ßi‡K 

mnvqZvKiY| 

 

20| mvgvwRK ebvqb nB‡Z jä Av‡qi e›Ub 

 

(1) wewa 15-Gi Dc-wewa (3) G ewY©Z cÖ‡qvR‡b ev D³ Dc-wewa‡Z ewY©Z hyw³m½Z Kvi‡YQuvUvBK…Z Wvjcvjv, cÖ_g NbZ¡ 

n«vmKiY (first thinning) Kv‡j KwZ©Z e„¶, djR e„‡¶i djGes Drcvw`Z K…wlRvZ dmj m¤ú~Y©fv‡e DcKvi‡fvMxMY cÖvc¨ 

nB‡eb| 
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(2) cÖg NbZ¡ n«vmKiY Gi cieZx© mKj NbZ¡ n«vmKiYKv‡j Ges AveZ©Kvj c~Y© nBevi ci KwZ©Z e„¶ nB‡Z jä Avq wewfbœ 

c¶M‡Yi g‡a¨ wbgœewY©Z nv‡i ew›UZ nB‡e, h_vt 

 

(K) eb Awa`ß‡ii wbqš¿Yvaxb eb fzwgi DWjU I K…wl e‡bi †¶‡Î- 

 

c¶ cÖvc¨ nvi 

(A) eb Awa`ßi 45%; 

(Av) DcKvi‡fvMxMY 45%; Ges 

(B) e„¶‡ivcY Znwej 10%; 

 

(L) kvjeb f~wg msi¶Y I Dboeq‡bi †¶‡Î- 

 

c¶ cÖvc¨ nvi 

(A) eb Awa`ßi 65%; 

(Av) DcKvi‡fvMxMY 25%; Ges 

(B) e„¶‡ivcY Znwej 10%; 

 

 

 

(M) eb Awa`ßi e¨ZxZ Ab¨ †Kvb e¨w³ A_ev miKvix ev mswewae× ms ’̄vi gvwjKvbv ev `Ljx¯̂Z¡vaxb msKxY© f~wg‡Z (÷ªxc) 

e„¶‡ivc‡Yi †¶‡Î : 

 

c¶ cÖvc¨ nvi 

(A) eb Awa`ßi 10%; 

(Av) f~wgi gvwjKvbv ev `Ljx ¯̂Z¡vwaKvix e¨w³ ev ms ’̄v 20%; 

(B) DcKvi‡fvMxMY 55%;  

(C) ’̄vbxq BDwbqb cwil` 5%; 

(D) e„¶‡ivcY Znwej 10%; 

 

(N) Pif~wg I †dvi‡kvi e„¶‡ivc‡Yi †¶‡Î— 
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c¶ cÖvc¨ nvi 

(A) eb Awa`ßi 25%; 

(Av) DcKvi‡fvMxMY  45%; 

(B) f~wgi gvwjK ev `Lj`vi  20%;  

(C) e„¶‡ivcY Znwej 10%; 

 

(O) e‡i›`ª GjvKvq Lvwo I cyKzi cvo cybe©vmb I ebvq‡bi †¶‡Î- 

 

 

c¶ cÖvc¨ nvi 

(A) eb Awa`ßi 25%; 

(Av) DcKvi‡fvMxMY  45%; 

(B) f~wgi gvwjK ev `Lj`vi  20%;  

(C) e„¶‡ivcY Znwej 10%; 

 

(P) kvjeb e¨ZxZ we`¨gvb evMvb I cÖvK…wZK e‡bi †¶‡Î- 

 

c¶ cÖvc¨ nvi 

(A) eb Awa`ßi 50%; 

(Av) DcKvi‡fvMxMY  40%; 

(B) e„¶‡ivcY Znwej 10%;  

 

 

 

(Q) ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôxi D‡`¨v‡M eb wefv‡Mi f~wg‡Z M„nxZ mvgvwRK ebvq‡bi †¶‡Î 

 

c¶ cÖvc¨ nvi 

(A) eb Awa`ßi 25%; 

(Av) DcKvi‡fvMxMY  75%; 
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(R) ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôxi D‡`¨v‡M miKvix, AvavmiKvix I ¯̂vqËkvwmZ ms ’̄vi f~wg‡Z mvgvwRKebvq‡bi †¶‡Î 

 

c¶ cÖvc¨ nvi 

(A) eb Awa`ßi 10%; 

(Av) DcKvi‡fvMxMY  75%; 

(B) f~wgi gvwjK ms ’̄v 15%;  

 

(3) miKvi Dc-wewa (2) Gi Aaxb jä e›U‡bi nvi mgq mgq cwieZ©b Kwi‡Z cvwi‡e|] 

 

21| †emiKvix ms ’̄vi mvwf©m PvR©, I cÖwk¶Y e¨q I wd BZ¨vw` 

 

cÖ‡Z¨K †emiKvix ms ’̄v GB wewagvjvi Aaxb Dnvi `vwqZ¡ cvj‡bi Rb¨ Ges DcKvi‡fvMx‡`i cÖwk¶YcÖ̀ v‡bi Rb¨ eb Awa`ßi 

KZ…©K wba©vwiZ nv‡i mvwf©m PvR©, cÖwk¶Y e¨q I wd cÖvß nB‡e| 

 

22| e„¶‡ivcY Znwej I Dnvi e¨envi 

 

(1) cÖ‡Z¨K mvgvwRK ebvqb GjvKvi Rb¨ e„¶‡ivcY Znwej bv‡g GKwU Znwej _vwK‡e| 

(2) Znwe‡j wewa 20 Gi Aaxb mvgvwRK ebvqb nB‡Z jä Av‡qi wba©wiZ Ask Rgv nB‡e| 

(3) cÖ_g AveZ©Kvj cieZx© mKj e„¶‡ivcY I Dnvi cwiPh©vi e¨qfvi Znwej nB‡Z enb KivnB‡e| 

(4) Dc-wewa(3) G ewY©Z e¨q en‡bi ci Znwe‡j A_© DØ„Ë _vwK‡j Dnv eb Dbœqb A_evDcKvi‡fvMxMY KZ…©K bvm©vix I evMvb 

m„wómn e„¶wfwËK Kg©KvÛ I mgvR Dbœqbg~jKKg©Kv‡Ûi e¨qfvi enb Kivi Rb¨ e¨envi Kiv hvB‡e| 

(5) Znwe‡ji A_© ’̄vbxq †h †Kvb ivóªvqË Zdmxjx e¨vs‡K GmwUwW (STD) wnmv‡e Rgv _vwK‡e Gese¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwU KZ…©K 

M„nxZ I Dc‡`óvMY KZ…©K m¤§Z GKwU wm×všÍ cȪ Ív‡ei wfwË‡ZZnwej e¨e ’̄vcbv Dc-KwgwUi mvaviY m¤úv`K I †Kvlva¨‡¶i 

†hŠ_ ¯̂v¶‡i D³ Znwe‡jiGKvD›U nB‡Z A_© D‡Ëvjb Kiv hvB‡e| 

(6) Znwej e¨e ’̄vcbv Dc-KwgwU KZ…©K Znwe‡ji wnmve h_vh_iƒ‡c iw¶Z nB‡e Ges Znwe‡jiwnmve msµvšÍ mKj ewn, 

weeiYx, bw_cÎ DcKvi‡fvMx Ges Dc‡`óv‡`i cwi`k©‡bi Rb¨Db¥y³ _vwK‡e| 

 

23| Znwej e¨e ’̄vcbv Dc-KwgwU 

 

(1) e„¶‡ivcY Znwej cwiPvjbv I e¨e ’̄vcbvi Rb¨ Znwej e¨e ’̄vcbv Dc-KwgwU bv‡g GKwU KwgwU_vwK‡e| 

(2) wb¤œewY©Z m`m¨‡`i mg¤̂‡q Znwej e¨e ’̄vcbv Dc-KwgwU MwVZ nB‡e, h_v:- 

(K) e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi mn-mfvcwZ, whwb Dnvi mfvcwZ nB‡eb, c`vwaKvi e‡j; 

(L) e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi mn- mvaviY m¤úv`K, c`vwaKvie‡j; Ges 
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(M) e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi †Kvlva¨¶, whwb Dnvi m`m¨- mwPe nB‡eb, c`vwaKvi e‡j| 

 

24| e¨w³ gvwjKvbvaxb Rwg‡Z mvgvwRK ebvqb 

 

(1) †h †Kvb e¨w³ ¯̂xq gvwjKvbv ev `Ljx ¯̂Z¡vaxb f~wg‡Z mvgvwRK ebvqb Kvh©µg MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ ebAwa`ß‡ii wbKU Av‡e`b 

Kwi‡Z cvwi‡e| 

(2) eb Awa`ßi Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb cÖvß Av‡e`bcÎ we‡ePbv Kwiqv Av‡e`bc‡Î ewY©Z f~wg‡ZGB wewagvjv Abyhvqx 

mvgvwRK ebvqb Kvh©µg MÖn‡Yi e¨e ’̄v Kwi‡Z cvwi‡e| 

(3) eb Awa`ßi e¨w³ gvwjKvbvaxb Rwg‡Z wewb‡qvM Kwi‡j Avev`x `ªe¨vw` cvi¯úwiK Pzw³i wfwË‡Zc¶¸‡jvi g‡a¨ ew›UZ 

nB‡e| 

 

25| we‡iva gxgvsmv 

 

(1) h_vwPZ AvbycvwZK myweavmn mvgvwRK ebvqb Pzw³i e¨vL¨v cÖ̀ vb A_ev Kvh©KiKiY c×wZA_ev †Kvb Ae ’̄v m¤úwK©Z †h 

†Kvb we‡iva wbgœ wjwLZ e¨w³ A_ev KwgwUi Øviv P~ovšÍ fv‡ewb®úwË nB‡e : 

(K) e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwUi Øviv, hw` we‡ivawU DcKvi‡fvMx‡`i g‡a¨ D™¢e nq ; 

(L) mswkóeb Kg©KZ©v Øviv, hw` we‡ivawU e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwU Ges DcKvi‡fvMx‡`i g‡a¨D™¢e nq; 

(M) GKRb eb Kg©KZ©v Øviv, hw` we‡ivawU eb Kg©Pvix Ges e¨e ’̄vcbv KwgwU A_ev ebKg©Pvix Ges DcKvi‡fvMx‡`i g‡a¨ D™¢e 

nq| 

(2) wewa (1) Gi Aaxb †Kvb gxgvsmvi weiæ‡× mswkóDc‡Rjv †Pqvig¨vb ev Zuvnvi AeZ©gv‡bDc‡Rjv wbe©vnx Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

Avcxj Kiv hvB‡e Ges Zvnvi wm×všÍ  P~ovšÍ nB‡e| 

 

[26| RvZxq civgk© †dvivg MVb 

mvgvwRK ebvq‡bi mwnZ m¤úwK©Z wel‡q cÖ‡qvRbxq bxwZgvjv cÖYqb, msjvc Av`vb-cÖ̀ vb I mykxjmgv‡Ri e¨vcK AskMÖnY 

eRvq ivwLevi D‡Ï‡k eb Awa`ßi, miKv‡ii Aby‡gv`b mv‡c‡¶, GKwURvZxq civgk© †dvivg MVb Kwi‡e hvnv‡Z ¶z`&ª 

RvwZmËvmn Ab¨vb¨ DcKvi‡fvMx‡`i cÖwZwbwaZ¡_vwK‡e|] 

 

[Ôdig KÕ[wewa- 5K (1) `ªóe¨] 

................................................. 

Ôdig LÕ 

[wewa- 5K (5) `ªóe¨] 

................................................. 

Ôdig MÕ 

[wewa- 5K (7) `ªóe¨] 

.................................................] 
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Ôdig KÕ 

[wewa- 5K (1) `ªóe¨] 

MYcÖRvZš¿x evsjv‡`k miKvi 

eb Awa`ßi 

’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôx KZ…©K mvgvwRK ebvq‡bi Av‡e`b 

 

wefvMx eb Kg©KZ©v 

....................... 

Avgiv wbgœ wjwLZ e¨w³MY....................†iÄ/SFNTCGi AvIZvaxb................weU/SFPC GjvKvq 

Zdwm‡j ewY©Z f~wg‡Z mvgvwRK ebvqb Kwi‡Z AvMÖnx| Avgvw`M‡K D³ f~wg‡Z ebvq‡bi AbygwZ †`Iqvi Rb¨ 

Av‡e`b Kwi‡ZwQ| 

 

Zdwmj 

f~wgi Z_¨ 

 

(K) f~wgi cÖKvi eb f~wg/÷ªxc/Lvm/Pi...................cwigvb- ‡n±i/wK:wg:- 

(L) f~wgi gvwjK- 

(M) f~wgi eZ©gvb Ae ’̄v- 

(N) f~wgi Ae ’̄vbt- 

†gŠRv- `vM bs- 

Dc‡Rjv- ‡Rjv- 

(O) g¨vc 

evMv‡bi Z_¨ 

 

(K) wK ai‡Yi evMvb m„R‡b AvMÖnx- DWjU/K…wl/÷ªxc/Ab¨vb¨-- 

(L) e„¶ cÖRvwZi bvg- 

(M) Dc‡fvMKvixi msL¨v- 

(N) evMvb m„R‡b A‡_©i Drm- 

(O) A‡_©i cwigvY 

¯̂v¶i I c~Y© bvg (wVKvbvmn) 

1| 
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Ôdig LÕ 

[wewa- 5K (4) `ªóe¨] 

MYcÖRvZš¿x evsjv‡`k miKvi 

eb Awa`ßi 

’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôx KZ…©K mvgvwRK ebvq‡bi Av‡e`b 

wefvMx eb Kg©KZ©v 

....................... 

....................†iÄ/SFNTCGi AvIZvaxb................weU/SFPC G Zdwmjfy³ f~wg‡Z ’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôx 

KZ…©K mvgvwR ebvqb Kvh©µg MÖnY Kwievi Rb¨ mycvwik Kiv nBj/nBj bv| 

 

Zdwmj 

f~wgi Z_¨ 

 

(K) f~wgi cÖKvi- ebf~wg/÷ªxc/Lvm/Pi...................cwigvb- ‡n±i/wK:wg:- 

(L) f~wgi gvwjK- 

(M) f~wgi eZ©gvb Ae ’̄v- 

(N) f~wgi Ae ’̄vb : 

†gŠRv- `vM bs- 

Dc‡Rjv- †Rjv- 

(O) g¨vc 

evMv‡bi Z_¨ 

(K) wK ai‡Yi evMvb m„Rb Kiv hvB‡e- 

(L) evMv‡bi cÖRvwZi bvg- 

(M) Dc‡fvMKvixi msL¨v (ZvwjKv mshy³ Kwi‡Z nB‡e)- 

(N) evMvb m„R‡b A‡_©i Drm- 

(O) A‡_©i cwigvb 

¯̂v¶i 

eb Kg©KZ©vi bvg 

c`ex- 

ZvwiL- 
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Ôdig MÕ 

[wewa- 5K (7) `ªóe¨] 

MYcÖRvZš¿x evsjv‡`k miKvi 

eb Awa`ßi 

’̄vbxq Rb‡Mvôx KZ…©K mvgvwRK ebvq‡bi Av‡e`b 

 

’̄vbxq RbMY KZ…©K ...................†iÄ/SFNTC-Gi AvIZvaxb................weU/SFPC-Gi wbgœZdwmjfz³f~wg‡Z mvgvwRK 

ebvq‡bi AbygwZ †`Iqv nBj| evMvb m„Rb........Avw_©K mv‡ji g‡a¨ m¤úbœ Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

Ab¨_vq AbygwZ evwZj ewjqv e‡j MY¨ nB‡e| 

Zdwmj 

f~wgi Z_¨ 

(K) f~wgi cÖKvi cwigvY- 

(L) f~wgi gvwjK- 

(M) f~wgi weeiY- 

(N) f~wgi Ae ’̄vbt- 

†gŠRv- `vM bs- 

Dc‡Rjv- †Rjv- 

(O) g¨vc 

evMv‡bi Z_¨ 

(K) evMv‡bi aiY- 

(L) e„¶ cÖRvwZi bvg- 

(M) Dc‡fvMKvixi msL¨v (ZvwjKv mshy³)- 

(N) A‡_©i Drm- 

(O) A‡_©i cwigvYwefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©v 

.......................... 

.......................... 
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Appendix 12 

 
(Draft) CHT Forest Transit Rules 2010 (In Bengali) 

 

MYcÖRvZš¿x evsjv‡`k miKvi 

cwi‡ek I eb gš¿Yvjq 

 

cÖÁvcb 

 

ZvwiL ----------------- 1416 e½vã/--------------------2010 wLªóvã| 

 

Gm, Avi, I bs ............. AvBb/2010 t ForestAct.1927(Act No. XVI of 1927) Gi section 41. 
Section 76 Gi mwnZ cwVZe¨, G cÖ̀ Ë ¶gZve‡j miKvi wbgœiƒc wewagvjv cÖYqb Kwij, h_v t 

 

1|  msw¶ß wk‡ivbvg I cÖ‡qvM t- (1) GB wewagvjv cve©Z¨ ‡Rjvmg~‡ni ebR`ªe¨ cwienb (wbqš¿Y) wewagvjv, 2010  bv‡g 

AwfwnZ nB‡e| 

(2) Bnv cve©Z¨ †Rjv, iv½vgvwU, LvMovQwo I ev›`ievb GjvKvi Rb¨ cÖ‡hvR¨ nB‡e| 

2|  msÁv t-  welq ev cÖms‡Mi cwicš’x wKQz bv _vwK‡j GB wewagvjvq,- 

(1)  ÒA‡kªYxfy³ ebf~wgÓ A_© iv½vgvwU, LvMovQwo I ev›`ievb †Rjvi Awa‡¶Îvaxb ‡WcywU Kwgkbvi KZ©„K 

wbqwš¿Z miKvix gvwjKvbvaxb ebf~wg| 

(2)  ÒAby‡gvw`Z wW‡cvÓ A_© wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi Aby‡gv`bµ‡g GKwU wbw`©ó mg‡qi Rb¨ ’̄vcbK…Z ebR`ª‡e¨i 

A ’̄vqx wW‡cv; 

(3)  ÒAvBbÓ A_© Forest Act, 1927 (Act No. XVI of 1927); 

(4)  ÒZdwmjÓ A_© GB wewagvjvi mwnZ mshy³ †Kvb Zdwmj; 

(5)  Ò`dvÓ A_© AvB‡bi †Kvb `dv; 

(6)  ÒavivÓ A_© AvB‡bi †Kvb aviv; 

(7)  ÒwbewÜZ wW‡cvÓ A_© wewa 12 Gi Dcwewa (3) Gi Aaxb wbewÜZ †Kvb wW‡cv; 

(8)  Òwba©vwiZ kZ©Ó A_© mswkó di‡g D‡jwLZ kZ©vejx; 

(9)  ÒcviwgUÓ A_© dig -8 Abyhvqx Bmy¨K…Z AbygwZcÎ; 

(10)  Òcvk A_© dig-1 Abyhvqx Bmy¨K…Z ebR`ª‡e¨i cwienb cvk; 

(11)  ÒdigÓ A_© GB wewagvjvi mwnZ mshy³ †Kvb dig; 

(12)  ÒdvwY©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbUÓ A_© †h †Kvb ai‡bi ¶z ª̀ wkí †hLv‡b evwbwR¨K D‡Ï‡k¨ ebR ª̀e¨ 

†PivB, KZ©b ev Ab¨ †Kvb Dcv‡q Bnvi AvKv‡ii cÖ‡qvRbxq cwieZ©b, ms‡hvRb, cÖwµqvRvZKiY ev 

msi¶‡Yi gva¨‡g e¨envi Dc‡hvMx Kwiqv †Zvjv nq; 

(13)  Òwd« jvB‡mÝÓ A_© wewa 7 Gi Dcwewa (6) Gi Aaxb Bmy¨K…Z †Kvb jvB‡mÝ; 
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(14)  ÒebR`ªe¨Ó A_© AvB‡bi aviv 2 Gi h_vµ‡g `dv (4) Ges `dv (6) G mÁvwqZ ÒForest Product” 

IÒTimberÓ; 

(15) Òe¨e ’̄vcbv cwiKíbvÓ A_© †Kvb wbw`©ó f~wgi e„¶ KZ©b, AvniY, cybt †ivcb I e¨e ’̄vcbv msµvšÍ 

Kg©cwiKíbv; 

(16) Òwfwbqvi d¨v±ixÓ A_© GK ai‡bi ¶z`ª wkí KviLvbv †hLv‡b wU¤v̂i Gi ¸wo nB‡Z h‡š¿i mvnv‡h¨ wU¤̂v‡ii 

nvjKv AveiY ˆZix Kwiqv wU¤v̂i Gi mvgMÖx ev e¨envi Dc‡hvMx wU¤v̂i Gi Av Í̄iY ˆZix Kiv nq; 

(17) ÒivR¯̂ cviwgUÓ A_© wewa 5 Gi Aax‡b Bmy¨K…Z ivR¯̂ cviwgU; 

(18) ÒmvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRbÓ wewa 4(1) ev †¶ÎgZ, wewa 8(1)(M) Gi Aaxb Bmy¨K…Z mvwU©wd‡KU| 

3|  cwienb c‡_i wbqš¿Y t- (1) ebR`ªe¨ cwien‡b e¨eüZ ev e¨envi‡hvM¨ †Kvb iv Í̄v, b`x, Lvj, bvjv, Qov ev Ab¨ 

†Kvb Rjc‡_ ev Dnvi Zx‡i †Kvb ai‡bi cÖwZeÜKZv m„wó A_ev Dnv‡`i MwZ c‡_i †Kvb ai‡bi cwieZ©b Kiv hvB‡e 

bv| 

(2)  Dc-wewa (1) G DwjøwLZ cÖwZeÜKZv m„wó ev Dnv‡`i MwZ c‡_i †Kvb ai‡bi cwieZ©b Kiv nB‡j mswkøó 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, cÖwZeÜKZv m„wóKvix ev MwZ c‡_i cwieZ©bKvix e¨w³‡K wbw`©ó mg‡qi g‡a¨ D³ 

cÖwZeÜKZv AcmviY ev MwZc_ c~e©ve ’̄vq Avbq‡bi Rb¨ wb‡ ©̀k cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb A_ev wbR D‡`¨v‡M 

D³iƒc AcmviY ev MwZc_ c~e©ve ’̄vq Avbq‡bi e¨e ’̄v MÖnYc~e©K H e¨w³i wbKU nB‡Z D³ AcmviY ev 

c~e©ve ’̄vq Avbqb Kv‡Ri LiP Av`vq Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

(3)  †Kvb e¨w³ Dc-wewa (2) G DwjøwLZ Li‡Pi UvKv cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z A¯̂xKvi Kwi‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v D³ 

e¨w³i wbKU nB‡Z Dnv Public Demands Recovery Act, 1913 Gi Aaxb e‡Kqv miKvix cvIbv 

wnmv‡e Av`vq Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

4|  msiw¶Z ebf~wg (Reserved Forest), iw¶Z ebf~wg (Protect Forest), AwR©Z ebf~wg (Acquired Forest), 

Awc©Z ebf~wg (Vested Forest), mvgvwRK ebvqb Kg©m~Px Ges Ab¨vb¨ miKvix gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ 

AvniY, AcmviY ev cwienb t- (1) msiw¶Z ebf~wg (Reserved Forest), iw¶Z ebf~wg (Protect Forest), 

AwR©Z ebf~wg (Acquired Forest), Awc©Z ebf~wg (Vested Forest), mvgvwRK ebvqb Kg©m~Px Ges ebwefvM 

wbqš¿Yvaxb miKvix gvwjKvbvaxb Pif~wg I m„wRZ eb evMvb nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ AvniY Kwi‡Z nB‡j ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi 

ˆeaZvi cÖgvY¯̂iƒc wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev ZrKZ©„K ¶gZvcÖvß †Kvb eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z dig-5 ev, †¶ÎgZ, 

dig-6 G Bmy¨K…Z mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb I Dnvi GKwU Abywjwc MªnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(2)  Dc-wewa (1) G ewY©Z ebf~wg nB‡Z AvnwiZ ebR`ªe¨ cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

nB‡Z dig-1 G Bmy¨K…Z cvk MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 
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(3) Dc-wewa (1) G ewY©Z ebf~wg AvnwiZ ebR`ªe¨ cwien‡bi wbwgË mswkøó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

nB‡Z cvk MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ bvg, wcZvi bvg, ebR`ª‡e¨i cÖKvi, cwigvY, cwien‡b B”QzK ebR`ª‡e¨i Ae ’̄vb I 

MšÍe¨ ’̄j D‡jøLc~e©K Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(4)  Dc-wewa (3) G ewY©Z Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`šÍ ev hvPvB evQvB Gi ci 

mwVK we‡ePbv Kwi‡j AbwaK 45 (cuqZvwjøk) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wba©vwiZ k‡Z© Av‡e`bKvix eivei dig-1 G 

cvk Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

(5)  ebR`ªe¨ cwienbKv‡j cwienbKvix‡K mswkøó mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb ev, †¶ÎgZ, cvk m‡½ ivwL‡Z nB‡e| 

(6)  ebR`ªe¨ cwienbKv‡j ev Zdwmj ÔLÕ G DwjøwLZ eb ïé I cix¶Y duvwomg~n (Forest Revenue & 

Check Station) AwZµgKv‡j eb wefv‡Mi †Kvb Kg©KZ©v mswkøó ebR`ª‡e¨i mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb ev, 

†¶ÎgZ, cvk †`wL‡Z Pvwn‡j cwienbKvix Zvnv cÖ̀ k©b Kwi‡Z eva¨ _vwe‡eb| 

(7)  mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb ev cvk G DwjøwLZ ebR`ª‡e¨i AwZwi³ †Kvb ebR`ªe¨ AvniY, AcmviY ev cwienb 

Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

(8)  eb msi¶K cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a †bvwUwd‡Kkb bs-2399 di, Zvs-26/12/1959 Bs Gi ¶gZve‡j ¯̂xq Awa‡¶‡Î 

miKvix †M‡R‡U weÁwß Rvix Kwiqv eb ïé I cix¶Y cuvwo ’̄vcb wKsev we`¨gvb eb ïé I cix¶Y duvwo 

’̄vbvšÍi ev wejyß Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

5| A‡kªYxfy³ eb f~wg (Unclassecd State Forests) nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ AvniY, AcmviY ev cwienb t- (1) eb 

wefv‡Mi wbqš¿Yvaxb b‡n Giƒc A‡kªYxfy³ eb f~wg nB‡Z cÖavb ebR`ªe¨ (KvV ev R¡vjvbx KvV) AvniY I cwienb 

Kwi‡Z nB‡j ‡WcywU Kwgkbv‡ii wbKU nB‡Z dig-13 G Av‡e`b Kwiqv ÒivR¯̂ cviwgUÓ MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(2)  Dc-wewa (1) DwjwLZ Av‡e`‡bi mv‡_ †nWg¨vb Gi wbKU n‡Z cwiPq cÎ I ỳB Kwc mZ¨vwqZ cvm‡cvU© 

mvB‡Ri Qwe `vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e, Z‡e AcÖavb ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi †¶‡Î wba©vwiZ ivR¯̂ cwi‡kva c~e©K 

mswkøó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wKU nB‡Z cviwgZ MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 (3)  Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci ‡WcywU Kwgkbvi ebR `ª‡e¨i (KvV ev R¡vjvbx) cÖvc¨Zv m¤ú‡K© 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z cÖwZ‡e`b MÖnY Kwi‡eb Ges cÖvc¨Zvi wfwË‡Z 40 (Pwjøk) Kvh©w`e‡mi 

g‡a¨ cviwgU Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

(4) cviwgU MÖnxZv KZ©„K mswkøó †iÄ Awdmvi/†ókb Awdmvi Gi wbKU ivR¯̂ Rgv c~e©K Dc-wewa (1) G           

ebf~wg nB‡Z AvnwiZ ebR`ªe¨ cwien‡bi wbwg‡Ë mswkøó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU cvk MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ bvg, wcZvi 

bvg, ebR`ª‡e¨i cÖKvi, cwigvY, cwien‡b B”QzK ebR`ª‡e¨i Ae ’̄vb, MšÍe¨¯’j BZ¨vw` D‡jøL c~e©K Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e| 
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(5)  Dc-wewa (3) G ewY©Z Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`šÍ ev hvPvB evQvB‡qi 

ci mwVK we‡ePbv Kwi‡j weµq nvZzwoi Qvc cÖ̀ v‡bi e¨e ’̄v MÖnY c~e©K AbwaK cuqZvwjøk (45) Kvh©w`e‡mi 

g‡a¨ wba©vwiZ k‡Z© Av‡e`bKvix eiveb dig-1 G cvk Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

(6)  cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡n emevmiZ DcRvZxq e¨w³MY A‡kªYxfy³ ebvÂj nB‡Z webv ivR‡¯̂  wbR¯̂ M„ ’̄_jx 

e¨env‡ii Rb¨ R¡vjvbx KvV I AcÖavb ebR`ªe¨ (wbwl× †NvwlZ e¨ZxZ) msMÖn Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

6| moK I Rbc_, ‡ijc_, euva, ms‡hvM moK, BZ¨vw` f~wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ AvniY, AcmviY ev cwienb t- (1) eb 

wefv‡Mi wbqš¿Yvaxb b‡n GBiƒc moK I Rbc_, †ijc_, euva, ms‡hvM moK, †Rjv cwil` moK, ’̄vbxq miKvi I 

cÖ‡KŠkj wefv‡Mi moKmn Ab¨vb¨ miKvix gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ AvniY, AcmviY, ev cwien‡bi cÖ‡qvRb 

nB‡j D³ f~wg wbqš¿YKvix KZ©„c‡¶i by¨bZg †Rjv ch©v‡qi Kg©KZ©v‡K wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v eivei dig-3 G Av‡e`b 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) G DwjøwLZ Av‡e`‡bi †cÖw¶‡Z AbwaK 45 (cuqZvwjøk) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev Zvnvi wbKU 

nB‡Z ¶gZvcÖvß †Kvb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K h_vh_ Z`šÍ c~e©K wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v D³ ebR`ªe¨ KZ©b I Avni‡Yi AbygwZ cÖ̀ vb 

Kwi‡eb Ges GBiƒc Aby‡gvw`Z KZ©‡bi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ebR`ª‡e¨ cvk nvZzwoi Qvc (Pass Marking) cÖ̀ vb I 

KwZ©Z ebR`ªe¨ cwien‡bi Rb¨ wba©vwiZ k‡Z© Av‡e`bKvix eivei dig-1 G cvk cÖ̀ v‡bi e¨e ’̄v Kwi‡eb| 

7|  †emiKvix gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ AvniY t- (1) wd« jvB‡mÝ e¨ZxZ †emiKvix e¨w³ wKsev cÖwZôv‡bi 

gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg nB‡Z †Kvb ebR`ªe¨ AvniY Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

(2)  Dc-wewa (1) G ewY©Z ebf~wg nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ Avni‡Yi Rb¨ f~wgi gvwjK KZ©„K wd« jvB‡mÝ Gi Rb¨ 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU dig-2 G Av‡e`bcÎ `vwLj Kwi‡Z   nB‡e t 

Z‡e kZ© _v‡K †h, GKB †nvwìs Gi wecix‡Z 2( ỳB) eQ‡ii g‡a¨ GKvwaKevi wd« jvB‡mÝ Gi Av‡e`b Kiv 

hvB‡e bv| 

(3)  Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb wd« jvB‡mÝ MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ Av‡e`bc‡Îi mwnZ, cÖ‡hvR¨ †¶‡Î, wbgœewY©Z `wjjvw` 

`vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e, h_v t- 

(K)  ‡Rjv cÖkvmK ev Dc‡Rjv wbe©vnx Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K cÖ̀ Ë gvwjKvbv msµvšÍ f~wgi nvjbvMv` bKkvmn 

cÖZ¨qbcÎ; 

(L)  mswkøó f~wgi Rwic bKkvi †Uªwms Kwc; 

(M)  f~wgi LvRbv cÖ̀ v‡bi nvjbvMv` iwk` (wWwmAvi); 

(N)  Av‡e`bKvixi 4(Pvi) Kwc mZ¨vwqZ cvm‡cvU© AvKv‡ii Qwe| 

(4)  Dc-wewa (2) ewY©Z Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci mswkøó †iÄ ev †ókb Kg©KZ©v- 

(K) Z`šÍ Kwiqv Av‡e`bcÎ I Av‡e`b c‡Îi mwnZ mshy³ g¨vc m‡iRwg‡b cix¶v KiZt mswkøó f~wg Ges 

Av‡e`bc‡Î cÖ̀ wk©Z f~wgi ci¯úi wgj Av‡Q wKbv Dnv hvPvB KiZt D³ f~wg‡Z Aew ’̄Z Mv‡Qi gvwK©s 

ZvwjKv cȪ ‘Z Kwi‡eb; 
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(L) `dv (K) Gi Aaxb cȪ ‘ZK…Z gvwK©s ZvwjKv Abyhvqx ebR`ª‡e¨i weeiY I AvbygvwbK cwigvY dig-2 

Gi 6 bs Kjv‡g Zvnvi cÖwZ‡e`b mn ZvwiL D‡jøL c~e©K ¯̂v¶i KiZt AbwaK 40 (Pwjøk) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU †diZ cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡eb; 

 

(5) f~wgi gvwjKvbv wel‡q †Kvb RwUjZv cwijw¶Z nB‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v welqwUi wb®úwËi j‡¶¨ ‡WcywU 

Kwgkbv‡ii wbKU †cÖiY Kwi‡eb Ges ‡WcywU Kwgkbvi cÖ‡qvRbxq hvPvB evQvB Kwiqv AbwaK wÎk (30) Kvh©w`e‡mi 

g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU cÖwZ‡e`b †cÖiY Kwi‡eb| 

(6) Dc-wewa (4) Gi `dv (L) Abyhvqx †iÄ ev †ókb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z cÖwZ‡e`bmn Av‡e`b cÎwU †diZ 

cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v AbwaK wÎk (30) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ webv ivR‡¯̂ Avni‡Yi Rb¨ dig-4 G wd« jvB‡mÝ 

Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

(7) emZwfUvi 5 (cuvP) wU ch©šÍ MvQ (AbwaK †gvU 100 NbdzU KvV) cÖK…Z Awaevmxi Riæix cÖ‡qvR‡b Avni‡Yi 

Rb¨ ’̄vbxq †iÄ Kg©KZ©v we‡kl we‡ePbvq wd« cviwgU cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(8) Dc-wewa (7) Gi Aaxb we‡kl we‡ePbvq wd« cviwgU cÖvwßi Rb¨ Riæix cÖ‡qvRb m¤̂wjZ ’̄vbxq †nWg¨vb Gi 

cÖZ¨qb cÎ, Rwgi Rwic bKkvi †Uªwms Kwc, nvjbvMv` LvRbv cÖ̀ v‡bi nvjbvMv` iwk` I ỳB Kwc Qwemn Rwgi 

gvwjK‡K †iÄ Kg©KZ©vi wbKU Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(9) Dc-wewa (8) Gi Aaxb cÖvß Av‡e`‡bi welqwU m‡iRwg‡b Z`šÍ Kwiqv ’̄vbxq †iÄ Kg©KZ©v 30 Kvh©w`e‡mi 

g‡a¨ wd« cviwgU cÖ̀ vb Kwiqv h_vh_ gva¨‡g wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU cÖwZ‡e`b †cÖiY Kwi‡eb| 

(10) ‡Kvb emZwfUvi gvwjK eQ‡i GKevi gvÎ we‡kl we‡ePbvi †hvM¨ nB‡eb| 

(11) GKRb †iÄ Kg©KZ©v gv‡m 2 wUi AwaK we‡kl we‡ePbvq cviwgU cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb bv| 

8| ‡emiKvix gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb t- (1) wewa 7 G ewY©Z f~wg nB‡Z AvnwiZ ebR`ªe¨ cwienb 

Kwi‡Z nB‡j wbgœewY©Z c`‡¶cmg~n AbymiY Kwi‡Z nB‡e, h_v t- 

 

(K) wd«-jvB‡mÝ g~‡j KwZ©Z ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi ’̄vb (Mv‡Qi †Mvov) nB‡Z cwienb Kwievi c~‡e© wU¤v̂‡ii 

cÖwZ L‡Û gvwjKvbv nvZzox I wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K ¶gZvcÖvß †Kvb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K cvk gvK©v 

nvZzwoi Qvc cÖ̀ vb (Pass Marking) e¨ZxZ †Kvb ebR`ªe¨ cwienb Kiv hvB‡e bv; 

Z‡e kZ© _v‡K †h, gvwjKvbv I cvk gvK©v nvZzwoi Qvc cÖ̀ v‡bi ci †Kvb wU¤v̂i LÛb ev 

†PivB Kwievi cÖ‡qvRb nB‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev Z`KZ©„K ¶gZvcÖvcÍi †Kvb eb Kg©KZ©vi 

AbygwZ MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges †PivB ev LÛ‡bi ci wU¤v̂i G cybivq cvk gvwK©s nvZzwoi Qvc cÖ`vb 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e; 

 

(L) Mv‡Qi †Mvov nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cv‡Z cwienb Kwievi wbwgË Aby‡gv`‡bi Rb¨ wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb Gi Rb¨ Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e; 

(M)  `dv (L) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev Zvnvi wbKU nB‡Z ¶gZvcÖvß Ab¨ 

†Kvb Kg©KZ©v ebR`ªe¨ Mv‡Qi †Mvov nB‡Z Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cv‡Z enb Kwievi Rb¨ dig-5 ev, †¶ÎgZ, dig-

6 G mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb I Dnvi GKwU Abywjwc Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb; 
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(N) wd«-jvB‡mÝ G ewY©Z f~wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ cwienb Kwiqv wbKUeZ©x myweavRbK ’̄v‡b wW‡cv 

KiZt †mLv‡b gRy` Kwi‡Z nB‡j gvwj‡Ki bvg, g¨vcmn †gŠRvi bvg, LwZqvb, `vM bs BZ¨vw` D‡jøL Kwiqv 

c„_K Av‡e`bc‡Îi gva¨‡g wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wjwLZ Aby‡gv`b MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e; 

 

(O) mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb g~‡j AvnwiZ I Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cv‡Z iw¶Z ebR`ªe¨ Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cvi 

evwn‡i cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j †iÄ ev †ókb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb Gi Kwc mshy³ Kwiqv 

†h mKj ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb Kiv cÖ‡qvRb Dnvi RvZ, cwigvY Ges MšÍe¨ ’̄j D‡jøL KiZt cvk MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ 

Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e; 

 

(P) `dv (O) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci †iÄ ev †ókb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq cix¶v‡šÍ mwVK we‡ePbv 

Kwi‡j AbwaK 15 (c‡bi) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ cvk Bmy¨i Rb¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU cÖwZ‡e`b †cÖiY 

Kwi‡eb; 

 

(Q)  `dv (P) Gi Aaxb cÖwZ‡e`b cÖvwßi ci AbwaK 15 (c‡bi) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v 

KZ©„K ¶gZvcÖvß Ab¨ †Kvb eb Kg©KZ©v, dig-1 G cvk Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

 

 (2) Rbmvavi‡bi wbR¯̂ emZ evwU nB‡Z Avg, KuvVvj, Kv‡jvRvg, Zvj, bvwi‡Kj, mycvwi, †LRyi I wkgyj MvQ, 

AvniY I cwien‡bi †¶‡Î †Kvb ai‡bi c~e© AbygwZi cÖ‡qvRb nB‡e bv Ges cÖavb eb msi¶K, 

cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a, miKvix †M‡R‡U weÁwß Rvixi gva¨‡g wbw`©ó GjvKvi Rb¨ DwjøwLZ cÖRvwZi Mv‡Qi mv‡_ bZzb 

†Kvb cÖRvwZi Mv‡Qi bvg AšÍf©y³ Kwi‡Z ev` w`‡Z ev DwjøwLZ cÖRvwZi Mv‡Qi bvg cwieZ©b Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb| 

9| Pv evMv‡bi f~wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ AvniY, AcmviY ev cwienb t- (1) cviwgU e¨ZxZ Pv evMv‡bi f~wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ 

AvniY, AcmviY ev cwienb Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

(2)  Dc-wewa (1) G ewY©Z f~wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi Rb¨ f~wg gvwjK KZ©„K wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

cviwg‡Ui Rb¨ dig-7 G Av‡e`bcÎ `vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(3) Dc-wewa (2) Gi Aaxb `vwLjK…Z Av‡e`b c‡Îi mwnZ wbgœew©Y©Z `wjjvw` `vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e, h_v t- 

(K) evsjv‡`k Pv †evW© KZ©„K AbygwZcÎ hvnv‡Z evsjv‡`k Pv †evW© GB g‡g© cÖZ¨qb Kwi‡e †h cÖvw_©Z 

f~wg nB‡Z e„¶ KZ©‡bi ci †mLv‡b Pv evMvb m„R‡bi Rb¨ evMvb gvwj‡Ki cÖ‡qvRbxq cwiKíbv, A_© I 

DcKi‡Yi ms ’̄vb iwnqv‡Q Ges cwic° e„¶ KZ©b I Acmvi‡Yi ci †mLv‡b Dchy³ cÖRvwZi DbœZ gv‡bi 

Pviv Øviv cybivq ebvqb Kwievi cÖ‡qvRbxq cwiKíbv, A_© I DcKi‡Yi ms ’̄vb evMvb gvwj‡Ki iwnqv‡Q; 

  (L) dig-14 G cȪ ‘ZK…Z e¨e ’̄vcbv cwiKíbv; 

  (M) mswkøó f~wg Rixc bKkvi †Uªwms Kwc I Rwgi gvwjKvbv msµvšÍ cÖgvYcÎ| 

(4) Dc-wewa (2) Gi AaxY Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v D³ Av‡e`bc‡Î ewY©Z ebR`ª‡e¨i mwVK 

cÖvc¨Zv m¤̂‡Ü hvPvB‡qi Rb¨ †iÄ ev †ókb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU †cÖiY Kwi‡eb| 
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(5) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci †iÄ ev †ókb Kg©KZ©v m‡iRwg‡b hvPvBKiZt 

cÖvß ebR`ª‡e¨i weeiY I cwigvY dig-7 G Zvnvi cÖwZ‡e`‡b wjwce× Kwiqv mycvwikmn AbwaK 30 (wÎk) 

Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU †cÖiY Kwi‡eb| 

(6) ‡iÄ ev †ókb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z mycvwikmn cÖwZ‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, cÖ‡hvR¨ †¶‡Î, 

miKvi KZ©„K wba©vwiZ ivR¯̂ Av`vq Kwiqv wba©vwiZ k‡Z© dig-8 Abyhvqx Av‡e`bKvix eivei cviwgU Bmy¨ 

Kwi‡eb| 

10| moK, gnvmoK, †ijc_, Rjc_, AvKvkc_ ev Ab¨vb¨ c‡_ ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb t- (1) GB wewagvjvi Ab¨vb¨ 

weavbvejx mv‡c‡¶, †h †Kvb moK, gnvmoK, †ijc_, Rjc_, AvKvk c‡_ ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb Kiv hvB‡e| 

(2) GB wewagvjvi Ab¨vb¨ weavbvejx AbymiY Ges mswkøó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi Aby‡gv`b mv‡c‡¶ †h †Kvb 

†ijI‡q †ókb, wegvb e›`i, †bŠe›`i ev jÂ Uvwg©bvj nB‡Z †Kvb ebR`ªe¨ UªvK, †ij, w÷gvi, jÂ, Kv‡M©v, 

wegvb BZ¨vw`‡hv‡M Ab¨ †Kvb MšÍe¨ ’̄‡j †cÖi‡Yi Rb¨ eywKs Kiv hvB‡e| 

11| gvwjKvbv nvZzox I Dnvi wbewÜKiY t- (1) ebR`ª‡e¨i cÖ‡Z¨K †µZv ev e¨emvqx, A_ev cviwgU ev wd«-jvB‡mÝ 

MÖnxZvi †h †Kvb cÖKvi wU¤v̂i ev ebR`ª‡e¨i gvwjKvbv wPwýZKi‡Yi D‡Ï‡k¨, wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z cÖvß 

bgybv Abyhvqx ÒgvwjKvbv nvZzwoÓ cȪ ‘Z KiZt Dnv wbeÜ‡bi Rb¨ `yBkZ UvKv wbewÜKiY ÔwdÕ Rgv w`qv wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v eivei, cÖ‡qvRbxq gvwjKvbv `wjjvw`mn wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci mswkøó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v AbwaK 30 (wÎk) Kvh©w`e‡mi 

g‡a¨ dig-9 G GZ`msµvšÍ `wjjvw`mn RgvK…Z gvwjKvbv nvZzwo wbeÜb Kwi‡eb| 

(3)  wbewÜZ ÒgvwjKvbv nvZzwoÓ Gi †gqv` nB‡e GK ermi Ges cÖ‡Z¨K ermi †gqv` †k‡li c~‡e©B cieZ©x 

erm‡ii Rb¨ eva¨Zvg~jKfv‡e D³ wbeÜb bevqb Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges D³iƒc bevq‡bi D‡Ï‡k¨ GKkZ UvKv 

bevqb wdmn wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(4)  GB wewai Aaxb wbewÜZ gvwjKvbv nvZzwoi †gqv` DËxY© nBqv †M‡j D³ gvwjKvbv nvZzwo †Kvbfv‡e e¨envi 

Kiv hvB‡e bv|  

(5)  Dc-wewa (3) Gi Aaxb ebvq‡bi Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, gvwjKvbv nvZzwo AbwaK 15 

(c‡bi) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ bevqb Kwi‡eb| 

(6) gvwjKvbv nvZzwo wbewÜZKiY mb` nvivBqv †M‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`šÍµ‡g cÂvk UvKv wd 

Av`vq KiZt mZ¨vwqZ bKj cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

(7) wbewÜK…Z gvwjKvbv nvZzwo nvivBqv †M‡j gvwjK‡K Zr¶Yvr mswkøó _vbvq †Rbv‡ij Wv‡qix (wRwW) wjwce× 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges D³ wRwW Gw›Uªi Kwcmn nvivBqv hvIqvi NUbv wjwLZfv‡e wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v‡K AewnZ 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 
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(8)  wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`šÍ mv‡c‡¶ D³ nvivBqv hvIqvi welqwU mswkøó `ßi mg~n‡K ÁvZ 

Kwi‡eb| 

(9)  nvivB hvIqv nvZzwoi †¶‡Î, nvZzwo gvwjK Dc-wewa (1) Abyhvqx bZzb gvwjKvbv nvZzwo wbeÜb Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb| 

(10)  bZzbfv‡e wbeÜ‡bi †¶‡Î mswkøó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v nvivBqv hvIqv gvwjKvbv nvZzwo evwZj †NvlYv Kwiqv 

mvaviY Awdm Av‡`k Rvix Kwi‡eb| 

12| ebR`ªe¨ gRy` ivwLevi Rb¨ wW‡cv wbewÜKiY t- (1) †Kvb e¨w³ ebR`ªe¨ Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cv e¨ZxZ Ab¨ †Kvb wW‡cv‡Z 

gRy` ivwL‡Z Pvwn‡j, D³ wW‡cv ’̄vcb I cwiPvjbvi Rb¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v Gi Kvh©vj‡q wbeÜb Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges 

D³iƒc wbeÜb e¨ZxZ †Kvb wW‡cv ’̄vcb ev cwiPvjbv Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb wW‡cv ’̄vcb c~e©K wbeÜ‡bi Rb¨ wbeÜb wd eve` GK nvRvi UvKv Rgv w`qv wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©v eivei wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 

(3)  Dc-wewa (2) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev Zvnvi cÖwZwbwa, cª̄ ÍvweZ ’̄vb Ges 

ebvÂ‡ji Ae ’̄vb we‡ePbv Kwiqv mš‘ó nB‡j, AbwaK 45 (cqZvwjøk)Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wW‡cv ’̄vc‡bi 

AbygwZ cÖ̀ vbmn dig-10 Abyhvqx Av‡e`bKvixi wW‡cv wbeÜb Kwiqv Av‡e`bKvix eivei wbeÜb mb` Bmy¨ 

Kwi‡eb| 

 

(4) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v Av‡e`bKvixi cÖvw_©Z †Kvb Ae ’̄v‡b eb msi¶Y I ebR`ª‡e¨i †PvivPvjvb cÖwZnZ 

Ki‡Yi ¯̂v‡_© cÖvw_©Z wW‡cv ’̄vcb I wbeÜ‡bi Av‡e`b cÖZ¨vL¨vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

(5) Dc-wewa (4) Gi Aaxb wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi D³ Av‡`‡ki weiæ‡× 60 (lvU) w`‡bi g‡a¨ eb msi¶K Gi 

wbKU Avcxj Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb Ges GB †¶‡Î eb msi¶K KZ©„K cÖ̀ Ë wm×všÍ PzovšÍ nB‡e| 

 

(6) GB wewai Aaxb wbewÜZ wW‡cvi †gqv` nB‡e GK ermi Ges cÖ‡Z¨K ermi †gqv` †k‡li c~‡e©B cieZ©x 

erm‡ii Rb¨ eva¨Zvg~jKfv‡e D³ wbeÜb bevqb Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges D³iƒc bevq‡bi wbwgË 500 (cuvPkZ) 

UvKv bevqb wdmn wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 

(7)  GB wewai Aaxb wW‡cv ’̄vc‡bi AbygwZ cÖ̀ vbmn wbeÜKv‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a, wW‡cv 

gvwjK‡`i wbKU nB‡Z m‡e©v”P 10,000 (`k nvRvi) UvKv RvgvbZ ivwL‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

(8)  GB wewagvjv Rvix nBevi c~‡e© ’̄vwcZ wW‡cv mg~n‡K GB wewagvjv Rvixi 60 (lvU) w`‡bi g‡a¨ GB wewai 

Aaxb wbeÜb Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 

 

13| wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU ’̄vcb t- (1) wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms 

BDwbU ’̄vcb I cwiPvjbv Kwi‡Z nB‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z GB wewagvjvi Aaxb jvB‡mÝ MÖnY Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e Ges D³iƒc jvB‡mÝ MÖnY e¨wZ‡i‡K †Kvb wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU ’̄vcb I 

cwiPvjbv Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb jvB‡mÝ MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ dig-11 Abyhvqx wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v eivei Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e| 
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(3) Dc-wewa (2) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`šÍ Kwiqv mš‘ó nB‡j 

AbwaK 45 (cuqZvwjk) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ dig-12 Abyhvqx  Av‡e`bKvix eivei jvB‡mÝ cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡eb 

Ges D³ jvB‡mÝ cÖwZ ermi bevqb Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(4) Dc-wewa (3) Gi Aaxb jvB‡mÝK…Z wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU Gi gvwjK 

ebR`ªe¨ AvMgb-wbM©gY, †PivB I e¨envi msµvšÍ weeiY dig-15 Abyhvqx msi¶Y Kwi‡eb Ges wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©v KZ…©K cÖ̀ Ë bgybv QK ev di‡g cªwZ ermi 31 wW‡m¤î Zvwi‡Li g‡a¨ jvB‡mÝ bevqb 

Av‡e`bc‡Îi mwnZ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU wiUvb© `vwLj Kwi‡eb| 

(5) GB wewai Aaxb cÖ̀ Ë jvB‡mÝ Gi Rb¨ jvB‡mÝ wd Ges D³ jvB‡mÝ bevq‡bi Rb¨ evrmwiK bevqb wd 

Zdwmj ÔKÕ G DwjwLZ nv‡i cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(6) cÖavb eb msiÿK miKv‡ii c~e©vby‡gv`bµ‡g, miKvix †M‡R‡U weÁwß Rvix Kwiqv mgq mgq Zdwmj ÔKÕ Gi 

DwjwLZ jvB‡mÝ Ges jvB‡mÝ bevqb wd cybt wba©viY Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

(7) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K ¶gZvcÖvß Kg©KZ©v ev Z`yaŸ© c`gh©v`vi †Kvb Kg©KZ©v †h †Kvb mgq wfwbqvi 

d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwb‡U iw¶Z ebR`ªe¨ cwi`k©b Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb Ges dig-15 G 

ewY©Z †iwR÷vi Abyhvqx D³ ebR`ª‡e¨i weeiY mwVK cvB‡j wZwb D³ †iwR÷v‡i ¯̂v¶i Kwi‡eb| 

(8) Dc-wewa (7) Gi Aaxb cwi`k©bKv‡j mswkøó wkí cÖwZôv‡b †Kvb A‰ea ebR`ªe¨ cvIqv †M‡j, ev dig-15 

Gi eY©bvi mwnZ ev¯—‡e †Kvb Miwg‡ji wel‡q, eb Kg©KZ©v wewa Abyhvqx e¨e ’̄v MÖnY Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb Ges 

mswkøó cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjK ev Kg©PvixMY eb Kg©KZ©vi Av‡`k gvb¨ Kwi‡Z eva¨ _vwK‡eb| 

(9) GK †Rjv nB‡Z Ab¨ †Rjvq wU¤v̂i Gi dvwb©Pvi ev wU¤v̂iRvZ `ªe¨ cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j mswkøó wkí 

cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjK‡K wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z wjwLZ AbygwZ MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(10) GB wewagvjv Rvix nBevi c~‡e© ’̄vwcZ wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU‡K GB wewagvjv 

Rvixi 60 (lvU) w`‡bi g‡a¨ GB wewai Aaxb jvB‡mÝ Gi Rb¨ Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z Ges jvB‡mÝ MÖnY Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e| 

14| `Û t- GB wewagvjvi †Kvb weavb j•N‡bi `v‡q Awfhy³ e¨w³ AvB‡bi aviv 42 ev, †ÿÎg‡Z, aviv 77 G ewY©Z 

`‡Û `Ûbxq nB‡eb Ges GZ`e¨wZZ AvB‡bi aviv 52 I 55 G ewY©Z weavb Abyhvqx D³ Aciva msNU‡b e¨eüZ 

mKj cÖKvi hš¿cvwZ, hvbevnb, Rjhvb, UªvK, jwi I cïmn mswkøó ebR`ªe¨ miKv‡ii c‡ÿ ev‡Rqvß Kiv nB‡e|  

15| Aciva cÖeYZv †iv‡ai Rb¨ cyi¯‹vi t- AvB‡bi aviv 76 Gi `dv (L) G ewY©Z ¶gZve‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v †Kvb 

eb-Aciva msNU‡bi †¶‡Î msev``vZv Ges Aciva D˜NvUbKvix Kg©KZ©v ev Kg©Pvix‡K, eb wefvMxq Kg©KZ©v ev 

Kg©Pvixmn, †¶Îwe‡k‡l Aciva `g‡b DrmvwnZ Kwievi Rb¨ D˜NvwUZ eb-Aciv‡ai RãK…Z ebR`ªe¨ weµqjä A_© ev 

Av`vqK…Z Rwigvbvi A_© nB‡Z m‡e©v”P kZKiv 10 (`k) UvKv nv‡i cyi¯‹vi cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

16| mgq e„w× t- (1) ebR`ªe¨ PjvPj cÖwµqvi `xN©m~wÎZv I RwUjZvi AemvbK‡í GB wewagvjvi Aaxb wewfbœ Kvh© 

wba©vwiZ mg‡qi g‡a¨ m¤úv`b Kiv m¤¢e bv nB‡j D³ wba©vwiZ mgq AwZµvšÍ nBevi c~‡e© mgq e„w× Kwievi Rb¨ 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev wbqš¿YKvix Kg©KZ©vi wbKU Av‡e`b RvbvB‡Z nB‡e| 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci G wel‡q ev Í̄e Ae ’̄v we‡ePbvq mswkøó eb msi¶K 30 (wÎk) 

Kvh©w`em ch©šÍ mgq e„w× Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 
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17| Ordinance No. XXXIV of 1959 Gi weavbvejxi †¶‡Î GB wewagvjvi cÖ‡qvM t- Private Forest 

Ordinance, 1959 (Ordinance No. XXXIV of 1959)  Gi cÖPwjZ weavbvejxi †¶‡Î AvB‡bi aviv 41 I 

42 Gi Aaxb cÖYxZ wewagvjvi mswkøó weavbvejx cÖ‡hvR¨ nB‡e| 

18|  iwnZKiY I †ndvRZ t- (1) Chittagong Hill Tracts Forest Transit Rules, 1973 GZ &̀Øviv iwnZ Kiv 

nBj| 

(2)  Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb iwnZKiY m‡Ë¡I iwnZK…Z wewagvjvi Aaxb †Kvb Kvh©µg cÖwµqvaxb _vwK‡j Dnv 

iwnZK…Z wewagvjvi weavb Abyhvqx wb®úwË Kiv hvB‡e| 

 

Zdwmj ÔKÕ 

[wewa 13 Gi Dc-wewa (5) `ªóe¨] 

wb‡gœ D‡jwLZ nv‡i wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU ’̄vc‡bi jvB‡mÝ wd I evrmwiK bevqb 

wd cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z nB‡e t 

 

bvg jvB‡mÝ wd bevqb wd 

wfwbqvi d¨v±ix 5,000/- (cuvP nvRvi) UvKv 1,000/- (GK nvRvi) UvKv 

dvwb©Pvi gvU© 1,000/- (GK nvRvi) UvKv 200/- (`yBkZ) UvKv 

wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU 1,000/- (GKnvRvi) UvKv 200/- (`yBkZ) UvKv 

 

Zdwmj ÔLÕ 

[wewa 4 Gi Dc-wewa (6) `ªóe¨] 

eb ïé cix¶Y duvwoi bvg t 

1| jvgv eb wefvM t 

 

µwgK bs moK c_/b`x c_ ‡PK †ók‡bi bvg/eb ïé cixÿY 

dvwuoi bvg 

Ae ’̄vb 

1| b`x c_         jvgvgyL eb †PŠwK gvZgynix b`x Ges jvgv Lv‡ji ms‡hvM ’̄j,         

295 bs jvgv †gŠRv (jvgv †i‡Äi 

AvIZvfy³) 

 

2| cvíDW evMvb wefvM, ev›`ievb t 

 

µwgK bs moK c_/b`x c_ ‡PK †ók‡bi bvg/eb ïé cixÿY 

dvwuoi bvg 

Ae¯’vb 

1| b`x c_ ZvivQvgyL ebïé cix¶Y duvwo mvs¸ b`xi Zx‡i ZvivQv †iÄ cvk¦©eZ©x 

GjvKvq 
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3| ev›`ievb eb wefvM t 

 

µwgK bs moK c_/b`x c_ ‡PK †ók‡bi bvg/eb ïé cixÿY 

dvwuoi bvg 

Ae¯’vb 

1| moK c_ myqvjK jvgv, ev›`ievb Ges ev›`ievb †KivbxnvU 

moK Ges myqvjK Qov| 

 

 

4| LvMovQwo eb wefvM t 

 

µwgK 

bs 

moK c_/b`x c_ ‡PK †ók‡bi bvg/eb ïé cixÿY 

dvwuoi bvg 

Ae¯’vb 

1|  moK c_ ivgMo †PK †ókb LvMovQwo - e‰iqvi nvU mo‡Ki Dc‡i 

2| moK c_ MvoxUvbv weUKvg †PK †ókb gvwbKQwo - LvMovQwo mo‡Ki Dci 

 

 

5| cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg `w¶Y eb wefvM t 

 

µwgK 

bs 

moK c_/b`x c_ ‡PK †ók‡bi bvg/eb ïé cixÿY 

dvwuoi bvg 

Ae ’̄vb 

1| moK c_ NvMov †ókb iv½vgvwU - PÆMÖvg iv Í̄vi Dci 

2| moK c_ eoBQwo †ókb KvßvB - PÆMÖvg iv Í̄vi Dci 

3| b`x c_ ivBswLqs gyL †ókb  KY©dyjx n«‡`i Zx‡i KY©dzjx nvB‡Wªv-

B‡jKwUªK cÖ‡R‡±i wbKU 

4| b`x c_ P›`ª †Nvbv †ókb  KY©dyjx b`xi Zx‡i P› ª̀‡Nvbv bvgK 

’̄v‡b 

5| b`x c_ eiKj †ókb  KY©dyjx b`xi Zx‡i eiKj bvgK ’̄v‡b 

 

 

6| cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg DËi eb wefvM t 

 

µwgK 

bs 

moK c_/b`x c_ ‡PK †ók‡bi bvg/eb ïé cixÿY 

dvwuoi bvg 

Ae ’̄vb 

1|  b`x c_ KvQvjsgyL eb ïé cix¶Y  duvwo KvQvjs I KY©dzjx b`xi ms‡hvM ’̄j 

2| b`x c_ gvBbxgyL eb ïé cix¶Y  duvwo gvBbxgyL I KvQvjs b`xi ms‡hvM ’̄j 

3| b`x c_ gvwik¨v eb ïé cix¶Y  duvwo KvQvjs I gvwik¨v Qovi b`xi 

ms‡hvM ’̄j 

4| b`x c_ M½vivg weU Kvg †PK‡ókb KvQvjs b`xi evNvBQwo Dc‡Rjvi 

evNvBnvU GjvKvq  

 

7| A‡kªYxfy³ ebvÂj wefvM, iv½vgvwU t 

 

µwgK 

bs 

moK c_ / b`x c_ ‡PK †ók‡bi bvg/eb ïé cixÿY 

dvwuoi bvg 

Ae ’̄vb 

1|  b`x c_ eywoNvU eb ïé I cix¶Y duvwo bvwbqviPi _vbvaxb eywoNvU evRvi msjMœ 

†PsMx b`xi Zx‡i| 
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8| S yg wbqš¿Y eb wefvM, iv½vgvwU t 

 

 

µwgK 

bs 

moK c_ / b`x c_ ‡PK †ók‡bi bvg/eb ïé cixÿY 

dvwuoi bvg 

Ae ’̄vb 

1| moK c_ RvgZjx eb ïé cix¶Y duvwo w`wNbvjv - LvMovQwo mo‡Ki Dci| 

 

9| cvíDW evMvb wefvM, iv½vgvwU t 

 

µwgK bs moK c_ / b`x 

c_ 

‡PK †ók‡bi bvg/eb ïé 

cixÿY dvwuoi bvg 

Ae ’̄vb 

1| moK c_ evsMvjnvwjqv †PK †ókb ev›`ievb- P›`ª‡Nvbv mo‡Ki Dci| 

 

dig Ô1Õ  

evsjv‡`k dig bs-1674 

[wewa 4(2) I 3, 4 (4), 5 (5), 6 (2), I 8 (1) (Q) `ªóe¨] 

(moK, gnvmoK, †ijc_, ev Rjc_ cwien‡bi †¶‡Î cÖ‡hvR¨ nB‡e) 

 

eb Awa`ßi, evsjv‡`k 

------------------------- eb wefvM| 

 

ebR`ªe¨ cwienb cvk 

 

cvk bs- --------------------------- 

wm. we AvB‡Ug bs ------------------------ 

ZvwiL ---------------------------------- 

 

ewni bs ------------------------------------------ 

bvg ---------------------------------------------- 

wcZvi bvg --------------------------------------- 

wVKvbv ------------------------------------------- 

cwi‡kvwaZ A‡_©i cwigvY ------------------------- 

ebR`ª‡e¨i cÖKvi mvBR ev cwigvY msL¨v ev IRb nvZzox ev Ab¨ †Kvb wPý gšÍe¨ 

 

 

    

cwien‡bi ZvwiL -------------------------- 

MšÍe¨ ’̄vb ---------------------------- 

hvÎv c_ --------------------------- 

cwien‡bi c_ -------------------------- 

‡gqv‡`vËx‡b©i ZvwiL ------------------------ 

wefvMxq Kg©KZ©v 

-------------------------- 

ZvwiL -------------------- 
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dig Ô2Õ 

[wewa 7(2) I 7(3) (L) ª̀óe¨] 

 

e¨w³gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg nB‡Z webv ivR‡¯̂ ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi wbwgË wd« jvB‡mÝ cvIqvi Av‡e`b cÎ t 

 

1| Av‡e`bKvixi bvg t  

2| Av‡e`bKvixi wcZvi bvg t  

3| Av‡e`bKvixi gvZvi bvg  t  

3| wVKvbv t MÖvg-                              WvKNi- 

Dc‡Rjv-                        †Rjv- 

4| ‡h Znwkj Awd‡m Rwgi LvRbv †`Iqv nq Dnvi 

bvg 

t  

5| ebR`ªe¨ cwien‡Yi c_ t  

6| Av‡e`bKvix †RvZf~wgi 16 Avbv we‡ivagy³ 

gvwjK wKbv  

t  

 

we‡kl `ªóe¨ t cÖ‡Z¨K cø‡Ui Rb¨ c„_K c„_K Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| Z‡e ci®úi msjMœ cøUmg~‡ni Rb¨ c„_K Av‡e`‡bi cÖ‡qvRb nB‡e 

bv| 

Av‡e`bKvixi ¯̂vÿi 

ZvwiL t 

cÖkvmwbK cÖwZ‡e`b 

¯§viK bs-                                                                                                      ZvwiL t 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZv©,........................eb wefv‡Mi Rvbv‡bv hvB‡Z‡Q †h,GB Awd‡mi †iKW© Abyhvqx Av‡e`bKvix 

Av‡jvP¨ †RvZf~wgi Aci c„ôvq 5g Kjv‡g cÖv_x©Z ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi wbwgË wd«-jvB‡mÝ cvIqvi †hvM¨| 

Kg©KZv©i ¯̂v¶i I c`ex 

ZvwiL t 

Z`‡šÍi ci †iÄ/†÷kb Kg©KZv©i cÖwZ‡e`b 

µwgK 

bs 

ebR`ª‡e¨i 

weeiY 

me©‡kl wd«-jvB‡mÝ b¤̂i 

I ZvwiL Ges ebR`ª‡e¨i 

cwigvY 

cÖZg wd« jvB‡m‡Ý 

ebR`ª‡e¨i cwigvY 

cÖvw_©Z ebR`ª‡e¨i 

cwigvY 

Z`‡šÍi ci 

†iÄ/†÷kb Kg©KZv©i 

mycvwik 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

 

Av‡e`bKvixi ¯̂v¶i  

ZvwiL t 

 

b¤î..............................        ZvwiL t 

 

AeMwZi Rb¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZv©...........................wefv‡Mi wbKU †cÖiY Kiv nBj| 5 b¤̂i Kjv‡g ewY©Z ebR`ªe¨ 

Avni‡Yi wbwgË wd«-jvB‡mÝ Bmy¨ Kivi Rb¨ mycvwik Kiv †Mj| 

‡iÄ ev ‡÷kb Kg©KZv©i ¯̂v¶i 

ZvwiL  
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 digÔ3Õ 

[wewa 6 (1) ª̀óªe¨] 
wewfbœ miKvix ms ’̄v gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ AvniY, AcmviY, ev cwien‡bi AbygwZi Rb¨  

Av‡e`b cÎ| 

 

1| ms ’̄vi bvg t 

2| evMv‡bi aib(moK/evua/†ij/ms‡hvM/DWjU) t 
3| (K) evMv‡bi Ae ’̄vb (mywbw ©̀ó) t 
 (L) evMv‡bi cwigvY  t 
 (M) evMv‡bi MvQ †ivc‡bi m¤¢ve¨ eQi t 

4| †h ’̄vb nB‡Z KvV A_ev Ab¨vb¨ ebR ª̀e¨ AvniY Kiv nB‡e Zvnvi †gŠRv, 

BDwbqb, _vbv I †Rjvi bvgmn c~Y© weeiY 

t 

5| †h ’̄vbxq Awdm Gi ZZ¡eav‡b ebR ª̀e¨ Avnib Kiv nB‡e Zvnvi c~Y© weeiY t 

6| ebR m¤ú` cwien‡bi c_ t 

7| AvniY‡hvM¨ ebR ª̀e¨ weµq Kiv n‡q _vK‡j ‡µZvi bvg wVKvbv I ebR ª̀e¨ 

µ‡qi ¯̂c‡¶ cÖgvYcÎ `vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

t 

8| †µZv KZ’©K GKB Ec‡Rjvq Ab¨ †Kvb ebR ª̀e¨ µq Kiv nBqv _vwK‡j Zvnvi 

weeiY 

t 

9| Av‡e`bKvix ms ’̄v KZ…©K Ab¨ †Kvb ’̄v‡b ev BwZc~‡e© MvQ Avni‡Yi AbygwZ 

cÖvß nBqv _vwK‡j Zvnvi weeiY 

t 

 

 

 

AvniY‡hvM¨ ebR ª̀‡e¨i weeiY t 

 

µ:bs Mv‡Qi msL¨v KZ©‡bi KviY AvbygvwbK eqm Aewkó Mv‡Qi msL¨v gšÍe¨ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

      

 

Av‡e`bKvix ¯̂v¶i 

ZvwiL t 

 

wet ª̀t AbygwZi Rb¨ cȪ ÍvweZ cÖwZwU Mv‡Qi (1.3 wgUvi D”PZvq) †eo, D”PZv Ges m¤¢ve¨ wU¤̂vi Gi cwigvY 

m¤̂wjZ c~Yv©½ gvwK©s ZvwjKv Av‡e`bc‡Îi mwnZ ms‡hvRb Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 
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digÔ4Õ 

[wewa 7 (6) ª̀óªe¨] 
......................eb wefvM 

eb Awa`ßi, evsjv‡`k| 

 

wd«-jvB‡mÝ 

 

wd« jvB‡m‡Ýi µwgK msL¨v................................................... mb........................................... 

bvg................................ 

wcZvi bvg............................. MÖvg..................................WvKNi............................... 

Dc‡Rjv..................................†Rjv...................................... 

 

cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡ni ebR ª̀e¨ cwienY (wbqš¿Y) wewagvjv, 2010 Abymv‡i wd«-jvB‡mÝmg~n wb¤œ D‡jøwLZ   

’̄vbmg~n nB‡Z ’̄jc_/b`xc_/AvKvkc‡_ webv ivR‡¯̂ ebR ev AvniY Kwievi Rb¨ Avcbv‡K AbygwZ cÖ̀ vb 

Kiv nBj| 

 

cøU b¤̂i/ZvjyK bvg......................................†gŠRv.................................................... 

Dc‡Rjv...............................†Rjv............................................. 

‡h c‡_ ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb Kiv nB‡e............................................................................ 

 

weeiY 

 

µwgK bs ebR ª̀‡e¨i weeiY Aby‡gvw`Z ebR ª̀‡e¨i msL¨v/cwigvb gšÍe¨ 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

    

 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZv© 

 

Rvixi ZvwiL t 

 

‡gqv` DËx‡Y©i ZvwiL t 
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digÔ5Õ 

[wewa 4 (1), I 8 (1) (M) ª̀óªe¨] 

 
......................eb wefvM 

eb Awa`ßi, evsjv‡`k| 

 

 

mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb 

 

‡h †Kvb miKvix ev e¨w³ gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ Avni‡Yi cÖgv‡Yi QvocÎ| 

(Kvu‡a enb Kwiqv cwien‡bi †¶‡Î cÖ‡hvR¨) 

 

eb wefvM............................... ewn b¤̂i........................................mb.................................. 

cvk b¤̂i...............................................| 

bvg t..................................... wcZvi bvg....................................MÖvg.................................. 

WvKNi................................_vbv......................................†Rjv........................................... 

-‡K miKvix ev e¨w³gvwjKvbvaxb Rwg nB‡Z AvnwiZ wbæwjwLZ ebR ª̀e¨ cÖwZw`b GK †evSv Kwiqv Kvu‡a 

Kwiqv cwien‡Yi AbygwZ †`Iqv †Mj| 

 

µwgK b¤̂i.......................................                                     ZvwiL ............................... 

 

µtbs ebR ª̀‡e¨i weeiY iv Í̄v gšÍe¨ ’̄vb 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

 

 

   

 

 

AÎ QvocÎ......................ZvwiL....................nB‡Z.....................ZvwiL ch©šÍ ejer _vwK‡e| 

 

 

 

Rvixi ZvwiL t 

 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZv© 

 

.......................... 
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dig Ô6Õ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

g~jcÎ 

ewn b¤̂i................µwgK b¤̂i............. 

[wewa 4 Gi Dc-wewa (1), wewa 7 Gi Dc-wewa(1) Gi 

`dv (M) ª̀óªe¨] 

 
......................eb wefvM 

eb Awa`ßi, evsjv‡`k| 

 

mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb 

 

‡h †Kvb miKvix ev e¨w³gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg nB‡Z 

ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi cÖgv‡Yi QvocÎ| 

 

(Kuva e¨ZxZ Ab¨ †Kvbfv‡e cwien‡bi †ÿ‡Î cÖ‡hvR¨) 

 

1| DrcwËi ’̄vb 

(K) e‡bi bvg ev Aew ’̄wZ 

(L) e‡bi gvwj‡Ki bvg 

2| ebR`ª‡e¨i gvwj‡Ki bvg Ges wVKvbv 

3| ebR`ª‡e¨i weeiY I cwigvY 

4| gvwjKvbvaxb nvZzox A_ev Ab¨vb¨ nvZzox e¨eüZ 

cÖwZK…wZ 

5| MšÍe¨ ’̄vb 

6| †h c‡_ †bIqv nB‡e 

7| Qvoc‡Îi †gqv` DËx©‡Yi ZvwiL 

8| whwb Rvix Kwi‡eb Zvnvi ¯̂v¶i 

9| Rvixi ZvwiL 

 
 

cÖwZcÎ 

ewn b¤̂i..............µwgK b¤̂i.............. 

[wewa 4 Gi Dc-wewa (1), wewa 7 Gi Dc-wewa(1) Gi 

`dv (M) ª̀óªe¨] 

 
......................eb wefvM 

eb Awa`ßi, evsjv‡`k| 

 

mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb 

 

‡h †Kvb miKvix ev e¨w³gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ 

Avni‡Yi cÖgv‡Yi QvocÎ| 

 

(Kuva e¨ZxZ Ab¨ †Kvbfv‡e cwien‡bi †ÿ‡Î cÖ‡hvR¨) 

 

1| DrcwËi ’̄vb 

(K) e‡bi bvg ev Aew ’̄wZ 

(L) e‡bi gvwj‡Ki bvg 

2| ebR`ª‡e¨i gvwj‡Ki bvg Ges wVKvbv 

3| ebR`ª‡e¨i weeiY I cwigvY 

4| gvwwjKvbvaxb nvZzox A_ev Ab¨vb¨ nvZzox e¨eüZ 

cÖwZK…wZ 

5| MšÍe¨ ’̄vb 

6| †h c‡_ †bIqv nB‡e 

7| Qvoc‡Îi †gqv` DËx©‡Yi ZvwiL 

8| whwb Rvix Kwi‡eb Zvnvi ¯̂v¶i 

9| Rvixi ZvwiL 
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7Õ 

[wewa 9 (2) I 9 (5) `ªóªe¨] 

5/- UvKvi †KvU© wd ms‡hvRb Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 

Pv-evMv‡bi f~wg nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ AvniY ev cwien‡Yi D‡Ï‡k¨ cviwg‡Ui Rb¨ Av‡e`b cÎ| 

 

 

1| Av‡e`bKvix evMvb gvwj‡Ki bvg t 
2| wcZvi bvg t 
3| wVKvbv t MÖvg-     WvKNi-       _vbv-       

†Rjv- 

4| evMv‡bi bvg t 

5| †h ’̄vb nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ AvniY Kiv nB‡e Dnvi ‡gŠRvi bvg I _vbvi bvg t 

6| LwZqvb bs, `vM bs- Ges `vM Iqvix Gwiqv t 

7| Pv-evMv‡bi cvk¦eZx© eb ïé dvuwo/†iÄ Awdmv‡ii bvg t 

8| †h Znwej Awd‡m f~wgi LvRbv †`Iqv nq Dnvi bvg t 

9| ebR m¤ú` cwien‡Yi c_ t 

10| Av‡e`bKvixi f~wgi 16 Avbv we‡ivagy³ gvwjK wKbv t 

 

we‡kl `ªóe¨ t cÖ‡Z¨K Rwgi Rb¨ c„_K c„_K Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| Z‡e ci®úi msjMœ cøU mg~‡ni Rb¨ Avjv`v Av‡e`‡bi cÖ‡qvRb nB‡e bv| 

 

 

Av‡e`bKvixi ¯̂v¶i 

ZvwiL t- 

 

cÖkvmwbK cÖwZ‡e`b 

 

¯§viK bs-         ZvwiL t............................... 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZv©,............................................eb wefv‡Mi wbKU cÖ‡qvRbxq e¨e ’̄v MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ †cÖwiZ nBj t 

 

(K) `iLv‡ Í̄ ewY©Z State Acquisition and Tenancy Act, 1950 Gi Section 20 Gi Sub-Section(3) Abyhvqx 

iw¶Z f~wg weavq webv ï‡é cÖv_x©Z ebR`ªe¨ Acmvi‡Yi Rb¨ cviwgU cvIqvi †hvM¨| 

(L) `iLv‡ Í̄ ewY©Z State Acquisition and Tenancy Act, 1950 Gi Section 20 Gi Sub-Section(4) Gi  
Clause (a)  Abyhvqx mvwU©dvBW j¨vÛ Ges Av‡e`bKvix KZ©„K ......................ermi †gqv`x e‡›`ve Í̄ cÖvß weavq cÖv_x©Z 

ebR`ª‡e¨i d‡ió f¨vjy‡qk‡b cwi‡kva mv‡c‡¶ cviwgU cvIqvi †hvM¨| 

Dc‡ivwjøwLZ (K) I (L) G ewY©Z `ywU †¶‡Îi g‡a¨ †hwU cÖ‡hvR¨ DnvivwLqv Ab¨wU KvwUqv w`‡Z nB‡e| 

 

Kg©KZv©i ¯̂v¶i I c`ex 

ZvwiL t- 
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Aci c„óv `ªóe¨ 

Z`‡šÍi ci †iÄ Kg©KZv©i cÖwZ‡e`b 

 

µtbs cÖv_x©Z ebR`ª‡e¨i 

weeiY(RvZ, gvc I 

cwigvYmn) 

me©‡kl jvB‡mÝ b¤̂i I 

ZvwiL Ges ebR`ª‡e¨i 

cwigvY 

mycvwikK…Z ebR`ª‡e¨i 

cwigvY 

Z`‡šÍi ci †iÄ 

Kg©KZv©i mycvwik 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

     

 

 

Av‡e`bKvixi ¯̂v¶i 

ZvwiL t- 

 

b¤̂i...........................................     ZvwiL t............................. 

 

 

AeMwZi Rb¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZv©,.............................................wefv‡Mi wbKU †cÖiY Kiv nBj| 4 

b¤̂i Kjv‡g ewY©Z ebR ª̀‡e¨i cviwgU Bmy¨ Kwievi Rb¨ mycvwik Kiv †Mj| 

 

‡iÄ eb Kg©KZv©i ¯̂v¶i 

ZvwiL t- 
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digÔ8Õ 

[wewa 9(7) `ªóªe¨] 
........................................ eb wefvM 

eb Awa`ßi, evsjv‡`k| 

Pv-evMv‡bi f~wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ AvniY AcmviY ev cwien‡Yi Rb¨ cviwgU | 

cviwg‡Ui µwgK msL¨v..........................................................mb......................................| 

 

1| evMv‡bi gvwj‡Ki bvg t 

2| wcZvi bvg t 

3| wVKvbv t mvs-        WvKNi        _vbv-          †Rjv- 

4| evMv‡bi bvg t 

5| †h f~wg nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ AvniY, AcmviY ev cwien‡Yi cviwgU 

cÖ̀ Ë nBj Zvnvi weeiY 

t 

‡Rjv Dc‡Rjv ‡gŠRv ‡R, Gj, bs `vM bs  Gwiqv 

6| AÎ cviwg‡U cÖ̀ Ë ebR ª̀‡e¨i weeiY t 

(K) MvQ t ÒKÓ †kªYx wU NbdzU 

 ÒLÓ †kªYx wU NbdzU 

 ÒMÓ †kªYx wU NbdzU 

 ÒNÓ †kªYx wU NbdzU 

 ‡gvU wU NbdzU 

(L) evuk t-    

 cÖRvwZ msL¨v/cwigvY  

(M) R¡vjvbx Kv‡Vi cwigvY t-  

cviwgU cÖ̀ v‡bi ZvwiL t- 

‡gqv` DËx‡Y©i ZvwiL t 

kZv©ejx 

1| 

2| 

3| 

4| 

5| 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZv© 

................................ 

cÎ bs-                                                                         ZvwiL t................................... 

AewMZ I cÖ‡qvRbxq e¨e ’̄v MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ wbæwjwLZ gn‡j Abywjwc †cÖwiZ nBj t 

1| †iÄ Kg©KZv©,.............................................†iÄ| 

          wefvMxq eb Kg©KZv© 

    .................................... 
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digÔ9Õ 

[wewa 11 Gi Dc-wewa (2) ª̀óªe¨] 

 

........................................ eb wefvM 

eb Awa`ßi, evsjv‡`k| 

 

gvwjKvbv nvZzox wbeÜxKiY 

 

1| (K) e¨wKZMZ gvwjKvbvaxb nvZzox gvwj‡Ki t......................................... 

 (L) wcZvi bvg  t...................................................................... 

 (M) MÖvg  t..................................................................... 

 (N) WvKNi  t........................................................................ 

 (O) _vbv  t......................................................................... 

 (P) †Rjv t......................................................  

bewÜKi‡Yi †gqv` DËx©‡Yi ZvwiL t.......................................m‡bi 30 †k Ryb| 

 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v 

........................ 

ZvwiL t ................... 

 

e¨w³MZ gvwjKvbaxb nvZzoxi cybt wbeÜxKiY 

 

cybt wbeÜxKiY ZvwiL ‡gqv‡`vËx©‡Yi ZvwiL cybt wbeÜxKiY Kg©KZv©i ¯̂v¶i I c`ex 

1 2 3 

 30 †k Ryb  

 30 †k Ryb  

 30 †k Ryb  

 30 †k Ryb  

 30 †k Ryb  

 30 †k Ryb  

 30 †k Ryb  

 30 †k Ryb  

 30 †k Ryb  

 30 †k Ryb  
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digÔ10Õ 

[wewa 12 (3) ª̀óªe¨] 
 

........................................ eb wefvM 

eb Awa`ßi, evsjv‡`k| 

 

ebR`ªe¨ gRy` ivwLevi Rb¨ wW‡cv ’̄vcb I cwiPvjbvi Rb¨ wbeÜb mb` 

 

wbeÜ‡bi aiY...............................wbeÜb bs..................................ZvwiL.............................. 

Rbve/‡gmvm©.................................wcZv................................ MÖvg............................................. 

WvKNi...................................Dc‡Rjv.................................†Rjv......................‡K wbæewY©Z kZ© mv‡c‡¶ ebR`ªe¨ 

msMÖn, gRy` I mieiv‡ni AbygwZ cÖ̀ vb Kiv nBj| 

msM„nxZ ebR`ª‡e¨i weeiY ‰`wbK m‡e©v”P msMÖ‡ni cwigvb m‡e©v”P gRy‡`i cwigvb ‰`wbK m‡e©v”P mieiv‡ni cwigvb gšÍe¨ 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

     

jvB‡m‡Ýi †gqv` 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i .......................................ch©šÍ ejer _vwK‡e| 

          ¯̂vÿi : 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZv© 

kZ©vejx t 

1) wW‡cv‡Z msM„nxZ ebR ª̀‡e¨i mwnZ cviwgU I cvk eb wefv‡Mi cÖ̀ Ë UvKvi iwk` Ges gvwjKvbv nvZzwo _vwK‡Z nB‡e| 

2) wW‡cv‡Z †iKW©cÎ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi ev Zvunvi cÖwZwbwai cwi`k©‡Yi Rb¨ me©̀ v Db¥y³ ivwL‡Z nB‡e| 

3) wW‡cvi gvwjK Aek¨B cviwgU I cvk AwZwi³ gvK©vwenxb ebR ª̀‡e¨i Avg`vbx Kwi‡Z cvwi‡e bv| 

4) wW‡cvi gvwjK wW‡cv‡Z gvK©vwenxb ebR`ªe¨ ivwLevi `v‡q Rwigvbv Ges D³ ebR ª̀e¨ ev‡Rqvßmn wZwb AvB‡b ewY©Z `‡Û `wÛZ 

nB‡eb| 

5) wU¤v̂i †PivB Kwievi cÖ‡qvRb nB‡j c~‡e©B wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi AbygwZ MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges †PivB Gi mgq hvnv‡Z cÖwZwU 

L‡Û gvwjKvbv nvZzoxi Qvc _v‡K Dnv wbwðZ Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

6) wewa-12Gi Dc-wewa (6) Abyhvqx cÖwZeQi wbeÜb bevqb Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

7) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev Zvunvi g‡bvbxZ cÖwZwbwa KZ©„K AvKw¯§Kfv‡e Z`šÍKv‡j wW‡cv gvwjK ev Zvnvi cÖwZwbwa wW‡cv‡Z iwÿZ 

ev AcmvwiZ ebR`‡ªe¨i wnmve †`LvB‡Z eva¨ _vwK‡eb Ges †Kvb A‰ea Kvh©Kjvc cwijwÿZ nB‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v wW‡cv 

gvwj‡Ki weiæ‡× cÖ‡qvRbxq AvBbvbyM e¨e ’̄v e¨e ’̄v KiZt wbeÜb evwZj Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

 

jvB‡mÝ bevqb msµvšÍ weeiY 

 

bevq‡bi ZvwiL ‡gqv` DËx‡Y©i ZvwiL bevqbKvix Kg©KZ©vi ¯̂vÿi 

(1) (2) (3) 

 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i .....................  

 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i .....................  

 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i .....................  

 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i .....................  

 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i .....................  
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digÔ11Õ 

[wewa 13 (2) ª̀óªe¨] 

 
wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤̂vi cÖ‡mwms BDwbU ’̄vcb I cwiPvjbvi Rb¨ jvB‡mÝ cvIqvi Av‡e`bcÎ 

 

1| Av‡e`bKvixi ’̄vqx wVKvbv t    

 bvg    

 wcZvi bvg    

 MÖvg    

 ‡cv:    

 Dc‡Rjv    

 ‡Rjv    

2| Av‡e`bKvixi eZ©gvb wVKvbv t    

 MÖvg    

 ‡cv:    

 Dc‡Rjv    

 ‡Rjv    

3| wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤̂vi cÖ‡mwms BDwbU Gi wVKvbv t    

4| †Kvb wk‡íi Rb¨ `iLv Í̄ Kiv nB‡Z‡Q t    

5| wkí cÖwZôv‡bi Rb¨ Rwgi cwigvY t    

 1| (K) †gŠRvi b¤̂i    

 (L) LwZqvb b¤̂i    

 (M) †nvwìs b¤̂i    

 (N) `vM b¤̂i    

 (O) Rwgi cwigvY    

 2| Av‡e`bKvix Rwg/N‡ii gvwjK bv nB‡j wK m~‡Î cvBqv‡Q Zvnvi weeiY t 

6 wewb‡qvMK…Z g~ja‡bi weeiY    

7| wK c×wZ‡Z KvV ev R¡vjvbx msMÖn nB‡e Dnvi weeiY    

8| Av‡e`bKvix 3 (wZb) Kwc cvm‡cvU© mvB‡Ri d‡Uv ( ’̄vbxq †cŠvimfvi †Pqvig¨vb/‡M‡R‡UW 

Kg©KZ©v Øviv mZ¨vwqZ) mshy³ Kiv nBj 

  

 

AZGe AbyMÖnc~e©K Dc‡iv³ welqvw` we‡ePbvc~e©K jvB‡mÝ Bmy¨i Rb¨ mweb‡q Aby‡iva RvbvB‡ZwQ| 

 

wb‡e`K 

 

Av‡e`bKvixi ¯̂v¶i 
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digÔ12Õ 

[wewa 13 (3) ª̀óªe¨] 

 

eb Awa`ßi, evsjv‡`k| 

........................................ eb wefvM 

 
wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU ’̄vcb  I cwiPvjbvi Rb¨ jvB‡mÝ 

 

jvB‡m‡Ýi aiY...........................jvB‡mÝ bs............................ZvwiL .................................... 

Rbve/†gmvm©..............................wcZv....................................MÖvg......................................... 

WvKNi.....................................Dc‡Rjv.............................†Rjv.............................‡K wbæewY©Z kZ© mv‡c‡¶ 

ebR`ªe¨ gRy`, LÛb, ‡PovB I e¨env‡ii AbygwZ cÖ̀ vb Kiv nBj| 

ebR`ªe¨ ev Drcv`b mvgMÖxi 

weeiY 

‰`wbK m‡ev©”P Kv‡Ri 

cwigvY 

wb‡qvwRZ Kg©Pvixi 

msL¨v 

wewb‡qvMK…Z 

UvKvi cwigvY 

gšÍe¨ 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

     

jvB‡m‡Ýi †gqv` 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i..................................ch©šÍ ejer _vwK‡e| 

¯̂vÿi t 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZv© 

kZv©ejx 

1| wkí cÖwZôv‡bi ebR ª̀‡e¨i Avg`vbx ißvbxi †iKW© msi¶Y Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges †mB mv‡_ cviwgU ev cvk, eb wefv‡Mi cÖ̀ Ë UvKvi iwk` 

Ges gvwK©s nvZzox _vwK‡Z nB‡e| 

2| wkí cÖwZôv‡bi ‡iKW©cÎ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZv©i cwi`k©‡bi Rb¨ me©̀ v Db¥y³ ivwL‡Z nB‡e| 

3| wkí cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjK Aek¨B cvk ev cviwg‡Ui AwZwi³ gvKv©wenxb wU¤̂vi Gi Avg`vbxi wel‡q wbKUeZx© eb Kvhv©jq‡K AewnZ 

Kwi‡eb Ges Kg©KZv©‡`i wb‡ ©̀kg‡Z D³ wU¤̂vi Gi n Í̄všÍi ev wbivcËv weavb Kwi‡eb| 

4| wkí cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjK gvKv©wenxb ebR`ªe¨ ivwLevi `v‡q Rwigvbv I D³ ebR ª̀e¨ ev‡Rqvßmn  AvB‡b ewY©Z `‡Û `Ûbxq nB‡eb| 

5| KivZK‡j AvovAvwo wU¤̂vi KvUv hvB‡e bv hvnv‡Z weµq A_ev cwienb gvKv© bó nq| 

6| cÖwZ ermi 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i Zvwi‡L wefvMxq eb Kg©KZv© KZ©„K cÖ̀ Ë bgybv QK Abyhvqx gRyK…Z wU¤v̂i Gi Avmevec‡Îi ev wU¤v̂i RvZ 

`ª‡e¨i wnmve wefvMxq eb Kg©KZv©i Kvhv©j‡q `vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges Zrm‡½ msM„nxZ wU¤̂vi Gi Drm m¤úKx©q ˆea KvMRcÎvw` 

`vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

7| wefvMxq eb Kg©KZv©, ev Zvnvi g‡bvbxZ cÖwZwbwai AvKw¯§Kfv‡e Z`šÍKv‡j wkí cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjK ev Zvnvi cÖwZwbwa mswkøó wkí 

cÖwZôv‡b iwÿZ ev AcmvwiZ AvmevecÎ wU¤̂vi RvZ `ª‡e¨i wnmve †`LvB‡Z eva¨ _vwK‡eb Ges wkí cÖwZôv‡b †Kvb A‰ea Kvh©Kjvc 

cwijw¶Z nB‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v D³ wkí cÖwZôv‡bi gvwj‡Ki weiæ‡× AvBbvbyM e¨e ’̄v MÖnY KiZ: Zvnvi jvB‡mÝ evwZj Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb| 

jvB‡mÝ bevqb msµvšÍ weeiY t 

 

bevq‡bi ZvwiL ‡gqv` DËx©‰Yi ZvwiL bevqbKvix Kg©KZv©i ¯̂v¶i 

(1) (2) (3) 

 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i...........  

 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i.........  

 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i  

 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i  

 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i  

 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i  
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digÔ13Õ 

[wewa 5 (1) ª̀óªe¨] 

A‡kªYxfy³ ebf~wg nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ AvniY I cwienb Kivi ivR¯̂ cviwgU cvIqvi Av‡e`b| 

 

eivei t †WcywU Kwgkbvi       (Qwe mZ¨vwqZ) 

........................... 

1| Av‡e`bKvix bvg t    

2|  wcZvi bvg t    

3| (K) eZ©gvb wVKvbv t MÖvg- ‡cvt  Dc‡Rjv ‡Rjv 

 (L) ’̄vqx wVKvbv t MÖvg- ‡cvt  Dc‡Rjv ‡Rjv 

4| Av‡e`b Kivi KviY t    

5| Avni‡Y D”QyK Ggb ebR ª̀‡e¨i bvg I 

cwigvY  

(K) wewea †Mvj/big wU¤̂vi 

(L) R¡vjvbx KvV 

6| ivR¯̂ cviwg‡Ui Rb¨ cȪ ÍvweZ ebR ª̀‡e¨i 

Ae ’̄vb  

wVKvbvt ‡gŠRv t  

  Dc‡Rjv t ‡Rjv t  

7| cviwgU cÖvwßi ci AvnwiZ ebR ª̀e¨ gRy‡`i cȪ ÍvweZ ’̄vb t 

8| ivR¯̂ cÖ̀ v‡bi Rb¨ cȪ ÍvweZ eb wefv‡Mi Awd‡bi bvg t 

9| ebR ª̀e¨ Avni‡Yi welq mswkøó †nWg¨v‡bi bvg t 

 

ZvwiL t          

Av‡e`bKvixi ¯̂v¶i 
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[ wewa-9 (3) (M) `ªóe¨ ] 

 

Pv-evMvb KZ©„c¶ KZ©„K cÖ̀ Ë e¨e¯’vcbv cwiKíbv 

 

e‡bi 

†gvU 

f~wgi 

cwigv

Y 

kªwgK 

K‡jvbx , 

e¨e ’̄vcK 

I Kg©Pvixi 

evmM„‡n I 

Awdm Ges 

d¨v±ix 

BZ¨vw`i 

AvIZvaxb 

f~wgi 

cwigvY 

B‡Zvc~‡e© 

D‡ËvwjZ Pv, 

Kwc BZ¨vw` 

evMv‡bi †gvU 

f~wgi cwigvY 

(`vM bs 

Iqvix) 

A`¨vewa eb 

Av”Qvw`Z Pv-

Pvl‡hvM¨ f~wgi 

cwigvY(`vM bs 

Iqvix) 

ebvÂj wnmv‡e 

i¶Yxq f~wgi 

cwigvY(`vM bs 

Iqvix) 

PjwZ erm‡i Pv-

Pv‡li Rb¨ cȪ ÍvweZ 

f~wgi cwigvY(`vM 

bs Iqvix) 

8 I 9 Kjv‡gi 

f~wgi g‡a¨ wK 

cwigvY f~wg‡Z 

ebR ª̀e¨ we`¨gvb 

hvnv Acmvi‡Yi 

Rb¨ Av‡e`b Kiv 

nBqv‡Q 

6bs 

Kjv‡gi 

f~wg‡Z Pv-

Pv‡li Rb¨ 

Pvivi msL¨v 

(gIRỳ  

Av‡Q) 

Av‡e`bK…Z 

f~wg nB‡Z 

ebR`¨e¨ 

Acmvi‡Yi 

Rb¨ wU-

‡ev‡W©i 

AbygwZ 

mshy³ 

Kwiqv w`‡Z 

nB‡e 

gšÍe¨ 

cÖvK…wZ

K 

m„wRZ cÖvK…wZK m„wRZ cÖvK…wZK m„wRZ 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) 

 

 

 

 

wet ª̀t- GZ`m‡½ †m‡Uj‡g›U Rwic bKmvi †Uªm Kwc Ges LwZqvb I e‡›`ve Í̄xq `wj‡ji mZ¨vwqZ 
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dig Ô15Õ 

[ wewa-13(4) I 13 (7) ª̀óe¨ ]  

wfwbqvi d¨v±ix/dvwb©Pvi gvU©/KvV cÖ‡mwms BDwbU Gi gRy` I mieivn †iwR÷vi 

cÖwZôv‡bi bvg t           †UªW jvB‡mÝ bs t- 

gvwj‡Ki bvg t           wWwjs jvB‡mÝ bs t- 

wVKvbv t- 

 

 

ZvwiL msM„nxZ/gRy` Kv‡Vi weeiY KvV e¨envi, mieivn I weµ‡qi weeiY Aewkó gšÍe¨ 

cÖRvwZ cwigvY µq iwk`/wW-

dig/Pvjvbx 

cvk 

cȪ ‘ZK…Z ebRvZ ª̀‡e¨i weeiY weµq I mieiv‡ni weeiY Kv‡Vi 

cwigvY 

(NbdzU) 

c‡Y¨i weeiY 

NbdzU bs ZvwiL AvB‡U‡gi 

bvg 

msL¨v e¨eüZ 

Kv‡Vi 

cwigvY 

(NbdzU) 

c‡Y¨i 

weeiY 

msL¨v wej/K¨vk 

‡g‡gv bs 

I ZvwiL 

¯’vbvšÍ‡ii 

AbygwZ cÎ 

bs I ZvwiL 

bvg msL¨v  

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) 

(14) 

(15) (16) 

 

 

------------------------------       -------------------------------                                                                     

cwi`k©bKvixi ¯^v¶i I ZvwiL       gvwjK / g¨v‡bRv‡ii ¯v̂ÿi I ZvwiL 
 

 

ivóªcwZi Av‡`kµ‡g, 

(-------------------) 
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Appendix 13 

Maharashtra Village Rules 2014 
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Appendix 14 
 

DC’s Standing Order on SunnKholas, dated 14 November 1954 
 
 
 

Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Chittagong Hill Tracts 

Order 

Dated Rangamati, the 14th November, 1954. 

 
I am afraid I cannot concede to the request of Mr. Abani Rajan Dewan, asking for return to him of Sungrass 

kholas, the right to which was taken away from him 28 years ago. The matter went up to the Commissioner 

and the grant was approved and his plea was rejected. I cannot, therefore review the mater now.   

Having said so much, I find I must, however, make amends for my own mistake six and a half year ago, 

when I confess, I was nominee in Chittagong Hill Tracts I completely over looked Rule 45 of the Chittagong 

Hill Tracts Manual, which definitely laid down that grass kholas should be settled by the Deputy 

Commissioner, ‘as hitherto’ and creation a new another system. This took away and old standing right of 

headmen, but like the in complaining people they are nothing was said about it. Today, I must frankly revise 

from that position and admit that I was wrong. 

Mr. Bala Bhadra Talukdar in his usual balanced manner, gave me the position quite clearly, but I rejected 

it that position was that grass kholas were, by practice, settled with the headmen by private treaty if the 

headmen agreed to pay reasonable prices at which they were offered to them. If the kholas were not so 

accepted by the headmen, they were put to auction and in this case, if the headmen of the mouza happened to 

be the highest bidder, he is allowed remission of 25% (twenty five percent) of the bid money. 

I, therefore, cancel my order of 26th April, 1948, in this reference and direct that the above practice be 

restored. 

The same will apply to Fisheries and Ponds in future and this order will be noted in the standing order 

book 

 

        Sd. L. H. Niblett 

       Deputy Commissioner, C. H. Ts. 

 

Memo No. 898(4) C, DT. 14th November, 1954 

 

Coll. –XXIIII-10 of 1954. 
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Appendix 15 
 

DC’s Standing Order on Chiefs’ & Headmen’s Consent for USF Permits  
dated 30 April 1955 

 
 
 

Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Chittagong Hill Tracts 
 

Order 
 
Dated Rangamati. the 30th April, 1955. 

 

In supersession of my previous order on the subject, no permit for felling trees in Unclassed State 

Forest will be issued by any authority (including myself) without the approval of the Mouza 

Headman and the Chief concerned. 

 

       

Sd/-L. H. Niblett, 

      Deputy Commissioner, 

      Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

 

 

Memo No. 1925 (21)/G Dated Rangamati, the 3rd May, 1955. 

Copy to the Chakma Chief for information and guidance. 

 

       

Sd/-Illegible 

      for Deputy Commissioner, 

      3/5/55 

      Chittagong Hill Tracts. 
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Appendix 16 
 

DC’s Standing Order on Certification of Headman in land Sale dated 1 June 1965 

 

Government Of East Pakistan 
Office Of The Deputy Commisioner 

Chittagong Hill Tracts. 
 

Standing Order 

 

It is hereby ordered that when permission for sale of any land is sought for, the seller must obtain a 
certificate from the Headmen concerned stating that he has cleared all his outstanding dues of 
Government revenue and loans and that the land has been mortgaged or charged against loans 
granted by Govt. or semi Govt. organizations like Co-operative Bank, Agricultural Development 
Bank, etc. 

 

 

       Deputy Commissioner, 
       Chittagong Hill Tracts. 
 
PKD: 1-6-65 
  ------------------------------- 
 

Memo. No. 1487(380)-G., dated, 1-6-1965 
 
Copy forwarded to the Addl. Deputy Commissioner, Chittagong Hill Tracts, 
The Sub-divisional Officer, Sadar/Ramgarh/Bandarban. 
 All Headmen----------------- 
 
O/C. Settlement and Touzi 
B/C.  to Deputy Commissioner 
 
for information and guidance. No case should recommended be unless the required certificate has 
been furnished by petitioner. 
       

                    Deputy Commissioner, 
                          Chittagong Hill Tracts. 
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Appendix 17 
 

DC’s Standing Order on Mauza Reserves dated 3 August 1965 

 

Government of East Pakistan 
Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Chittagong Hill Tracts 

 

It has come to my notice that due to indiscriminate felling of trees and cutting of bamboo all over 
the Unclassed State Forest of this district there are hardly any timber or bamboos resources 
available in the mauza for meeting domestic need of the mauza people. In the past it was the 
practice to maintain a small reserve in most of the mouzas under the control of the mouza 
headmen for meeting the requirements of the mouza people for their own use. But since this 
practice has been given up the people are facing extreme hardship in finding these materials for 
construction of their houses and for meeting other domestic needs. It is, therefore, found expedient 
to keep certain areas in each mouza as Reserve so that the mouza people may not have any 
difficulty in getting these forest produce readily available from the mauza reserve according to 
their needs with the permission of the Headmen concerned. 

It is, therefore, ordered that in each mauza there shall be maintained a mauza reserve by the 
headmen/karbaries concerned to be administered by the mouza headmen. No timber or bamboo 
or other forest produce from this forest should be allowed to be felled for the purpose of sale. The 
area of the reserve should be approximately 100 acres per mouza whether in one block or more. It 
may be convenient to have a number of blocks contiguous to bigger paras whose administration 
may be delegated by the Headmen to the local Karbaries. 

It will be the responsibility of the headmen not only to protect these reserves from any 
encroachment or illegal felling but also to plant up the area with suitable species. 

All Headmen are therefore requested to select a area or areas along with the boundaries and 
quantity of land which they propose to declare as mouza reserve and send the same to me within 
one month so that necessary notification can be issued prohibiting any extraction in the area by 
anybody other than the mauza people for their own use and that too with the permission of the 
headmen. 

Anybody encroaching on the mouza reserve or in any way damaging the mouza reserve shall 
be severely punished and the headmen/karbaries would be responsible to report such instance to 
the S. D. O.s concerned immediately. 

This order is issued in pursuance of Rule 7 of the Rules for the Administration of the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

 

Memo No. 2384 (40. dt. Rangamati.              Sd/- M. S. Rahman 

the 3rd August, 1965.)                         Deputy Commissioner 

 Copy to all Headmen--------                      Chittagong Hill Tracts.  
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Appendix 18 

DC’s Standing Order on Fires in Jums & Use of Fertilizers, dated 11 January 1967 
 

Government of East Pakistan 
Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Chittagong Hill Tracts 

 
Standing Order No. 1 of 1967 

 

With a view to avoid wastage of land & forest produce and for systematic operation of jum 
cultivation, it is hereby ordered that the following principles will be followed with immediate effect 
by all concerned. 

1. The mouza headmen with the help of their village karbaries will earmark some particular 
areas in his mouza each year for Jum cultivation and allocate lands among Jhumias 
accordingly. 

2. Land for fruit plantation will be allotted as far as practicable in compact blocks. 

3. The headmen of each mouza will earmark the juming area and fruit plantation area 
separately. The jumias willing to take up fruit plantation may be allotted with lands within 
plantation zone in his mouza. 

4. To avoid haphazard and mischievous firing of jungles it has been decided that burning of 
jhum in each village should be done on a single day to be fixed by the village karbaries 
within 30th Chaitra of each year. The headmen of each mouza will see that jhum burning in 
their respective mouzas is done within a maximum period of seven days. 

5. Special care should be taken for the control jhum fire by the headman- karbaries and 
villagers to ensure that fires do not spread beyond the demarcated area. Damage, if thereby 
any, due to negligence or otherwise, will have to be compensated by the person or persons 
at fault. 

6. It was observed that the Jhumias generally cut bigger jhum than they actually can put under 
crop. This causes unnecessary wastage of both labour and jum land. To put a stop to such 
damages headman of each mouza shall regulate the requisite area of jum cultivation by the 
Jhumias considering the financial capacity and the number of family members as well as 
seed paddy deposited into jum-gola by them. 

7. Application of fertilizer in jum cultivation should be encouraged and the headman of each 
mouza in consultation with the local Agricultural staff should persuade the Jhumias to use 
more fertilizers for getting better yield. 

 
Sd/ L. R. Khan, C.S.P. 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Chittagong Hill Tracts 

 
Memo. No. 95(500)/G  Dated Rangamati the 11th January, 1967. 
Copy forwarded to the Headmen/S.D.O/Chief for information and necessary action. 
 
       For Deputy Commissioner 

     Chittagong Hill Tracts 
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Appendix 19 
 

Memo of Special Affairs Division on 
the Validity of the CHT Regulation 1900  

dated 29 October 1990 
 
 

MYcÖRvZš¿x evsjv‡`k miKvi 

we‡kl Kvh©vw` (Kj¨vY) gš¿Yvjq 

evsjv‡`k mwPevjq, XvKv 

 

 

¯§viK bs: weKv (Kj¨vY) g-7 (9)/ 90 (cÖ:) 27, ZvwiL: 29/10/1990 Lªx: 

 

welq:Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation, 1900 Kvh©KvixZv cÖm‡½ 

 

 

Dc‡iv³ wel‡q wbgœ̄ v̂¶iKvix Rvbv‡”Q †h, Òcve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~n (AvBb iwnZ I cÖ‡qvM I we‡kl weavb), 1989Ó 

cÖYxZ nIqv m‡Z¡I D³ AvB‡bi (2) bs aviv‡Z ewY©Z weavb Abyhvqx miKvi, miKvix †M‡R‡U cÖÁvcb Øviv †h 

ZvwiL wba©viY Ki‡e †m ZvwiL n‡Z G AvBb ejer n‡e| miKv‡ii wbKU ewY©Z AvBbwUi ejer Kivi ZvwiL 

GLbI wba©viY Kiv nqwb| 

 

2| G wel‡q mKj weåvwšÍ Ac‡bv`‡bi j‡¶¨ GB g‡g© AvwÏó n‡q ¯úóxKiY Kiv n‡”Q †hChittagong Hill 
Tracts Regulation, 1900GLbI cÖPwjZ AvBb e‡j we‡ewPZ Ges Gi AvIZvq wewa Kvh©µg wb®úbœ Kiv 

m¤úyY© AvBb msMZ| hZw`b ch©šÍ miKvi cve©Z¨ †Rjvmg~n (AvBb iwnZ I cÖ‡qvM Ges we‡kl weavb) AvBb, 

1989 Gi ejer Kivi ZvwiL w ’̄i K‡i †M‡RU cÖÁvcb †`‡e bv ZZw`b ch©šÍ Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Regulation, 1900 (Regulation 1 of 1900) D³ AvBb m¤ú~Y© envj Ges Kvh©Ki _vK‡e| 

 

3| Bnv mswkøó mK‡ji AeMwZ Ges Kvh©Kix e¨e ’̄v MÖn‡Yi Rb¨| 

 

 

¯̂v¶i/- 

29/10/90 

(†gv: AvwkKzj nK †PŠayix 

cwiPvjK (cÖkvmb) 

 

 

weZiY: 

 

‡Pqvig¨vb, ’̄vbxq miKvi cwil`, iv½vgvwU / ev›`ievb / LvMovQwo 

 

wefvMxq Kwgkbvi, PÆMÖvg wefvM, PÆMÖvg 
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Appendix 20 

 
Memo of Rangamati Hill District Council on Bazeisora VCF, 

 157, Choto Harina Mauza, dated 22 December 2008 
 

iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` 

iv½vgvwU 

 

¯§viK bs : ivtcvt‡Rtc/f~wg/14          ZvwiL : 22/12/08 

 

cwil‡`i †m‡Þ¤̂i 2008 gv‡mi mfvq eiKj Dc‡Rjvaxb 157 bs †QvU nwiYv †gŠRvi ev‡RBQov MÖv‡gi Rbmvavi‡Yi 

c‡ÿ Rbve iRbx Kzgvi Kve©vix Ms KZ…©K MÖvgxY ebf~wg msiÿ‡Yi wel‡q 80 (Avwk) GKi RvqMv mgwóMZ gvwjKvbvq †fvM 

Kivi Av‡e`b K‡i‡Qb| †gŠRv cÖavb D³ Av‡e`‡bi mycvwik K‡i‡Qb|  

G`Zwel‡q mfvq we Í̄vwiZ Av‡jvPbv nq Ges D³ MÖvgxY ebf~wg msiÿ‡Yi welqwU ivOvgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` 

AvBb I AÎ †Rjvi cÖ_vMZ AvB‡bi mv‡_ msMwZc~Y© e‡j mfvq gZe¨³ Kiv nq|  

 

cȪ ÍvweZ Rwgi cwigvY I †PŠnÏx wb¤œiƒc : 

†gŠRv- 157 bs †QvU nwiYv, Dc‡Rjv- eiKj, 

Rwgi cwigvY : 80 (Avwk) GKi 

 

Rwgi mxgvbv  

DË‡i  : cv¸R¨v Mv‡Qi †QvU wSwi 

`wÿ‡Y  : Rvgvjab PvKgvi euvk evMvb I †m¸b evMv‡bi cv_‡ii †KviLvc|  

c~‡e©  : jv‡½j  

cwð‡g  : †QvU nwi‡O|  

 

GgZve ’̄vq, Av‡e`b †gvZv‡eK D³ mgwóMZ gvwjKvbvq †fvM`LjK…Z Rwg Ab¨ KviI wbKU e‡›`ve Í̄x ev Ab¨weafv‡e 

n Í̄všÍi bv Kivi cÖ‡qvRbxq e¨e ’̄v MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ mswkøó mKj‡K wb‡ ©̀kµ‡g Aby‡iva Rvbv‡bv n‡jv|  

 

cwil‡`i wm×všÍµ‡g,  

 

†Rjv cÖkvmK 

†Rjv cÖkvm‡Ki Kvh©vjq  

iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv|  

¯̂vÿwiZ/- 

f~wg Kg©KZ©v 

iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv 

iv½vgvwU|  

†dvb : 0351-62228 (Awdm)  

 

¯§viK bs : ivtcvt‡Rtc/f~wg/     ZvwiLt ..../....../08 

Abywjwc : m`q AeMwZ I Kvh©v‡_©-  

1| Dc‡Rjv wbe©vnx Awdmvi, eiKj Dc‡Rjv, iv½vgvwU|  

2| †iwfwbD †WcywU Kv‡j±i, iv½vgvwU m`i Dc‡Rjv, iv½vgvwU|  

3| wc.Gm.Uz, †Pqvig¨vb iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`|  

4| mnKvix Kwgkbvi (f~wg), iv½vgvwU m`i Dc‡Rjv, iv½vgvwU|  

5| †nWg¨vb/Kve©vix, 157 bs †QvU nwiYv †gŠRv, eiKj, iv½vgvwU|  

6| mswkøó bw_|  

 

 

f~wg Kg©KZ©v 

iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv 

iv½vgvwU|  

†dvb : 0351-62228 (Awdm)  
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Appendix 21 

 
Memo of Rangamati Hill District Council on  

Furamone International Forest Meditation Centre,  
dated 22 December 2008 

 
 

iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` 

iv½vgvwU 

 

¯§viK bs : ivtcvt‡Rtc/f~wg/13       ZvwiL : 22/12/08  

 

cwil‡`i †m‡Þ¤̂i 2008 gv‡mi mfvq PvKgv ivRv †`evkxl ivq †cÖwiZ cÖ‡Îi †cÖwÿ‡Z dziv‡gvb AvšÍR©vwZK eb 

a¨vb ‡K‡› ª̀i PZy©cv‡k¦© 98 bs KPzLvjx †gŠRv, 99 bs NvMov †gŠRv, 109 bs mvcQwo †gŠRv I 110 ïKiQwo 

†gŠRvq wb‡¤œ †PŠnvwÏi 255 ( ỳBkZ cÂvbœ) GKi RvqMv eb a¨vb †K› ª̀ e¨ZxZ Ab¨ †Kvb e¨w³, msMVb ev 

cÖwZôv‡bi bv‡g e‡›`ve Í̄x, BRviv, AwaMÖnY ev Ab¨ †Kvb Dcv‡q n Í̄všÍi bv Kivi wel‡q wm×všÍ M„nxZ nq| 

cȪ ÍvweZ Rwgi cwigvY I †PŠnÏx wb¤œiƒc : 

 

1| †gŠRv   : 98 bs KPzLvjx †gŠRv; Dc‡Rjv: KvDLvjx; †Rjv: cve©Z¨ iv½vgvwU 

     Rwgi cwigvb   : 50 (cÂvk) GKi 

     Rwgi mxgvbv  : DË‡i  - 110 bs ïKiQwo †gŠRvi mxgvbv 

     `w¶‡Y - 99 bs NvMov †gŠRvi mxgvbv 

     c~‡e©    - 109 bs mvcQwo †gŠRvi mxgvbv 

     cwð‡g - exiRq PvKgv I Zx_© g½j PvKgv Ms Gi Rwgi mxgvbv 

 

2| †gŠRv   : 99 bs NvMov †gŠRv; Dc‡Rjv: KvDLvjx ; †Rjv: cve©Z¨ iv½vgvwU 

     Rwgi cwigvb   : 50 (cÂvk) GKi 

     Rwgi mxgvbv    :  DË‡i  - 98 bs KPzLvjx †gŠRvi mxgvbv 

   `w¶‡Y - †gvPgviv Qov 

     c~‡e©    - 109 bs mvcQwo †gŠRvi mxgvbv 

   cwð‡g - RbemwZ cvov 

 

3| †gŠRv  : 109 bs mvcQwo †gŠRv ; Dc‡Rjv: iv½vgvwU (m`i) ; †Rjv: cve©Z¨ iv½vgvwU 

     Rwgi cwigvb          : 105 (GKkZ cvuP) GKi 

     Rwgi mxgvbv  : DË‡i  - 110 bs ïKiQwo †gŠRvi mxgvbv 

   `w¶‡Y - ayc Zv‡is 

   c~‡e©    - bvovBQwo MÖv‡gi e‡›`ve Í̄xK…Z cvnvo 

   cwð‡g - 98 bs KPzLvjx †gŠRvi mxgvbv 

 

 

4| †gŠRv   : 110 bs ïKiQwo †gŠRv ; Dc‡Rjv: iv½vgvwU (m`i); †Rjv: cve©Z¨ iv½vgvwU 

     Rwgi cwigvb   : 50 (cÂvk) GKi  

     Rwgi mxgvbv   : DË‡i   - Kve I Qov 

     `w¶‡Y - 109 bs mvcQwo †gŠRvi mxgvbv 

     c~‡e©    - wZwZK¨v ev‡uki Qov I cvov 

     cwð‡g - 98 bs KPzLvjx †gŠRvi mxgvbv 
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GgZve ’̄vq, D³ 255 ( ỳBkZ cÂvbœ) GKi RvqMv hv‡Z AvšÍR©vwZK eb a¨vb †K› ª̀ e¨ZxZ Ab¨ †Kvb 

e¨w³ msMVb ev cÖwZôv‡bi wbKU e‡›`ve Í̄x, BRviv, AwaMÖnY ev Ab¨ †Kvb Dcv‡q n Í̄všÍi bv Kivi wel‡q 

cÖ‡qvRbxq e¨e ’̄v MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ mswkøó mKj‡K wb‡ ©̀kµ‡g Aby‡iva Rvbv‡bv n‡jv|  

 

cwil‡`i wm×všÍµ‡g,  

 

 

‡WcywU Kwgkbvi  

†Rjv cÖkvm‡Ki Kvh©vjq  

iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv 

¯̂vÿwiZ/- 

f~wg Kg©KZ©v 

iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv 

iv½vgvwU 

†dvb : 0351-62228 (Awdm)  

 

 

¯§viK bs : ivtcvt‡Rtc/f~wg/     ZvwiLt ........../08 

 

Abywjwc : m`q AeMwZ I Kvh©v‡_©-  

1| Dc‡Rjv wbe©vnx Awdmvi, iv½vgvwU m`i Dc‡Rjv, iv½vgvwU| 

2| Dc‡Rjv wbe©vnx Awdmvi, KvDLvjx Dc‡Rjv, iv½vgvwU| 

3| †iwfwbD †WcywU Kv‡j±i, iv½vgvwU m`i Dc‡Rjv, iv½vgvwU|  

4| wc.Gm.Uz, †Pqvig¨vb iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`|  

5| mnKvix Kwgkbvi (f~wg), iv½vgvwU m`i Dc‡Rjv, iv½vgvwU|  

6| †nWg¨vb/Kve©vix, 98 KPzLvjx †gŠRv, 99 bs NvMov †gŠRv, 109 bs mvcQwo †gŠRv, 110 bs ïKiQwo 

†gŠRv eiKj, iv½vgvwU|  

7| mswkøó bw_|  

 

 

f~wg Kg©KZ©v 

iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv 

iv½vgvwU 

†dvb : 0351-62228 (Awdm)  
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Appendix 22 
 

Memo of Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs dated 4 December 2014 
 on Transfer of Authority on Control & Regulation of Jum Cultivation  

from Deputy Commissioner to Chairperson, Hill District Council 
 

MYcÖRvZš¿x evsjv‡`k miKvi 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg welqK gš¿Yvjq 

cwil`-1 kvLv 

evsjv‡`k mwPevjq, XvKv 

(www.mochta.gov.gob.bd) 
 

bs- 29.214.003.00.00.154.2006 (Ask-5)/254, ZvwiL: 04/12/2014 wLª: 

 

welq: “Rules for the Administration of the Chittagong Hill Tracts” Gi ms‡kvwaZ wewa 41 Ges 42 Abyhvqx Ryg 

Pv‡li `vwqZ¡fvi wZb cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil‡`i n Í̄všÍi cÖm‡½ 

 

m~Î: bs - ivcv‡Rc/cÖkvmb/AvBb I wewa / 2014/ 987, ZvwiL: 16/11/2014 wLª: 

 

Dch©y³ wel‡q Rvbv‡bv hv‡”Q †h, MZ 25 GwcÖj, 2013 wLª: evsjv‡`k †M‡R‡Ui cÖKvwkZ AwZwi³ msL¨vq †M‡RU cÖÁvc‡bi 

gva¨‡g “The Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation 1900 (Regulation 1 of 1900)GiSection 18 G cÖ̀ Ë ÿgZve‡j miKvi 

“Rules for the Administration of the Chittagong Hill Tracts” Gi wewa 41 Ges 42 ms‡kvab K‡i †Rjv cÖkvm‡Ki 

cwie‡Z© mswkøó cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil‡`i †Pqvig¨vb‡K ’̄jvwfwl³ K‡i‡Q (Kwc mshy³)| cÖÁvc‡bi ewY©Z Av‡Q †h,  

 

(K) Rule 41 G D‡jøwLZ “Deputy Commissioner”kã¸wji cwie‡Z©  “Concerned Chairman of the Rangamati 
Hill District Council, Khagrachari Hill District Council, Bandarban Hill District Council”kã¸wj I Kgv 

cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e; Ges  

 

(L) Rule 42 Gi “Deputy Commissioner”†hLv‡bB D‡jøwLZ †nvK bv †Kb, kã¸wji cwie‡Z© me©Î “Concerned 
Chairman of the Rangamati Hill District Council, Khagrachari Hill District Council, Bandarban Hill District 
Council”kã¸wj I Kgv cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

Ryg Pvl †Rjv cwil‡`i n Í̄všÍ‡ii †cÖwÿ‡Z m~‡Îv³ c‡Îi gva¨‡g †Pqvig¨vb, iv½vgvwc cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` Ryg msµvšÍ 

†iKW© / Z_¨vejxmn Ryg Pv‡li `vwqZ¡fvi †Rjv cwil‡`i n Í̄všÍi Ges Ryg Ki †Rjv cwil` Znwe‡j Rgv Kivi cÖ‡qvRbxq 

e¨e ’̄v MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ Aby‡iva K‡i‡Qb| 

 

2| ewY©Z Ae ’̄vq “Rules for the Administration of the Chittagong Hill Tracts” Gi ms‡kvwaZ 41 I 42 wewa 

Abyhvqx Ryg msµvšÍ †iKW© / Z_¨vejxmn hveZxq Kvh©vw` Ges Ryg Ki †Rjv cwil` Znwe‡j Rgv Kivi cÖ‡qvRbxq e¨e ’̄v 

MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ wb‡ ©̀kµ‡g Aby‡iva Kiv nj| 

mshy³: 02 ( ỳB) d`© 

   (dvinvbv nvqvZ) 

wmwbqi mnKvix mwPe 

   ‡dvb: 9545698 

Email: sasparisad1@mochta.gov.bd 
‡Rjv cÖkvmK 

iv½vgvwU/LvMovQwo/ev›`ievb cve©Z¨ †Rjv 

 

m`q ÁvZv‡_© Abywjwc: 

1| wmwbqi mwPe, f~wg gš¿Yvjq, evsjv‡`k mwPevjq, XvKv 

2| †Pqvig¨vb, iv½vgvwU/LvMovQwo/ev›`ievb cve©Z¨ †Rjv 
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Appendix 23 
 

Memo of Rangamati Hill District Council dated 8 July 2015 
 on Transfer of Authority on Control & Regulation of  Jum Cultivation  

from Deputy Commissioner to Chairperson, Hill District Council 
 

iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` 

iv½vgvwU 
 ‡dvb : 0351-63139,63147, 63270 

d¨v· : 880-351-62192 

website : www.rhdcbd.org 
Email : cht.rhdc@yahoo.com 

 
 ¯§viK bs- ivcv‡Rc/ cÖkvmb/ AvBb I wewa/2014/684  ZvwiL: 08/07/2015 wLª:| 

 

 

welq: The Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation 1900 (Regulation 1 of 1900)Gi Section 18G cª̀ Ë  

ÿgZve‡jRules for the Administration of the Chittagong Hill TractsGi wewa41Ges42ms‡kva‡bi†cÖwÿ‡Z  iv½vgvwU 

cve©Z¨ †Rjvi Ryg Ki cwil` Znwe‡j Rgv cÖ̀ vb Ges Ryg  msµvšÍ †iKW©/Z_¨vejx  mn Ryg Pv‡li`vwqZ¡ fvi †Rjv cwil‡` 

n Í̄všÍi| 

 

Dch©y³ wel‡q Rvbv‡bv hv‡”Q †h, evsjv‡`k †M‡R‡Ui 25 GwcÖj,2013 wLª: cÖKvwkZ AwZwi³ msL¨vq †M‡R‡U cªÁvc‡bi 

gva¨‡gThe Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation 1900 (Regulation 1 of 1900)Gi Section 18G cª̀ Ë ÿgZve‡jRules 
for the Administration of the Chittagong Hill TractsGi wewa41Ges42ms‡kvab K‡i †RjvcÖkvm‡Ki cwie‡Z© mswkøó 

cve©Z¨ †Rjv†Pqvig¨vb‡K ’̄jvwfwl³ Kiv n‡q‡Q| 

 

D³The Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation 1900Gi D³ ms‡kvabx Avbq‡bi †cªwÿ‡Z iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` 

KZ©„K GB msµvšÍ †iKW© Kvh©µg cwiPvjbv / e¨ve ’̄vcbvi j‡ÿ¨ Ryg msµvšÍ †iKW©/Z_¨vijxmn Ryg Pvl cwil` Znwe‡j 

Rgv nIqv Avek¨K| 

 

GgZve ’̄vq, Ryg msµvšÍ †iKW©/Z_¨vijxmn Ryg Pvl e¨ve¯’vcbv msµvšÍ hveZxq †iKW©cÎvw` †Rjv cwil‡` n ’̄všÍi Ges Ryg 

Ki †Rjv cwil` Znwe‡j Rgv Kivi wel‡q cÖ‡qvRbxq e¨e ’̄v MÖn‡bi Rb¨ Avcbv‡K cwil‡`i wmØvšÍµ‡g Aby‡iva Kiv 

n‡jv|  

        

mv‡K©j Pxd                 (Gm Gg RvwKi †nv‡mb) 

PvKgv mv‡K©j        g~L¨ wbe©vnx Kg©KZ©v 

iv½vgvwU          ‡dvb: 0351-63262 (A:) 

 

 

Abywjwc: 

1| mwPe, cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg welqK gš¿bvjq, evsjv‡`k mwPevjq, XvKv| 

2| †Rjv cÖkvmK, iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv 

3| Awdm Kwc|  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

    
  

http://www.rhdcbd.org/
mailto:cht.rhdc@yahoo.com
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National Forest Policy 1994 
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Appendix 25 

  
(Draft) Forest Policy 2015 

 
 
 
 

Draft Forest Policy, 2015 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
Nature is vitally linked to the way of life in Bangladesh and forests as renewable natural resource 
sustain natural environment by providing provisioning, supportive and regulatory ecosystem 
functions and services to local people, the country and beyond. Main guiding principles of the 
revised national forestry policy, having six principle objectives, focus on sustainably managed 
forest ecosystems, contributing in the country’s environmental, climate and food security for the 
peoples’ welfare with co-benefits of biodiversity conservation and climate change.  
 
The following specific national forestry policy statements, grouped in eighteen broad themes, 
emanate from the policy strategy as detailed in Section 6: 
 
1  Sustainable Forest Management  
 
1.1The country’s terrestrial and aquatic forest ecosystems will be managed sustainably and the 
first charge on the public forests is of neighboring forest dependent communities for meeting their 
socio-ecological and subsistence consumption needs, without jeopardizing the fulfillment of similar 
needs of future generations. 
 
1.2 Relevant international conventions, treaties and protocols as signed by the Government of 
Bangladesh (GOB) will be adhered to while innovating and implementing appropriate forest and 
protected area (PA) management. 
 
1.3The current ban on clear felling in the state natural forests will continue. However, sustainable 
forest management practices including cleaning, coppicing, thinning and other silvicultural 
operations will regularly be taken up for encouraging natural regeneration for forest ecosystem 
restoration. 
 
1.4In order to effectively address biodiversity conservation and climate change, attempts will be 
made to bring one-fifth of the country's total geographical area under forest and tree coverby the 
year 2035. 
 
2 Protected Area Management and Biodiversity Conservation 
 
2.1Identified landscapes of PAsand their corridors as priority habitats of biodiversity will be 
conserved, expanded and sustainably managed for in situ biodiversity conservation.  
 
2.2Forest PA network will be strengthened by expanding by the year 2035 to 20% of the state 
forest area for in situ biodiversity conservation in all the representative bio-geographical zones. 
 
2.3Land-based public development initiatives including infrastructure planning and 
implementation will avoid the fragmentation of wildlife and biodiversity habitats and minimize 
environmental damage.  
 
2.4Ex situ biodiversity conservation will be enhanced by sustainably managing and expanding 
zoos, botanical gardens, wildlife rescue centers, and other categories of PAs. Germplasm will be 
conserved for which research facilities will be upgraded in institutions such as Bangladesh 
National Herbarium (BNH) and Bangladesh Forest Research Institute (BFRI). 
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2.5Technical assistance and facilitation will be provided for community conserved areas (CCAs) 
including village/mauza common forests and other biodiversity conservation initiatives of 
indigenous community.   
 
2.6A Wildlife Wing with a functioning crime control unit and an international cooperation unit will 
be created and managed within Forest Department (FD). 
 
2.7Threats and drivers of forestland and biodiversity loss will be identified and mitigated by 
strengthening enforcement of relevant provisions of wildlife and forest acts and rules, and forging 
key stakeholders collaboration with relevant agencies. 
 
2.8Human-wildlife conflicts in and around PAs and other state forests will be resolved by 
employing collaborative management tools and participatory biodiversity conservation practices.  
 
2.9The occurrence of flagship fauna, their habitats and foraging behaviors, and home ranges will be 
considered while identifying and declaring a new PA and/or regazetting an existing PA.Marine and 
coastal PAs would particularly be focused as a solution to mitigate natural disasters and other 
threats facing marine and coastal environment and local community.  
 
2.10The demand for illegally traded wildlife will be reduced, and national and international 
commitment and collaboration will be expanded and strengthened for combating wildlife poaching 
and trafficking.  
 
2.11Environmentally sound and socio-economically inclusive nature tourism will be promoted 
taking into consideration of the carrying capacity of forests and PAs.   
 
3 Forest Governance 
 
3.1The diversity of socio-economic and environment conditions, in and around forests and PAs 
where people and poverty intersect intensely, will be recognized and taken on board by soliciting 
socio-political commitments in biodiversity conservation decision-making and field 
implementation. 
 
3.2 Appropriate monitoring and evaluation, feedback, accountability, participation, transparency, 
social and environmental safeguards, and grievance redressal mechanismwill be inbuilt into FD 
systems and processes to strengthen forest governance. 
 
3.3Discretionary powers with public agencies will be rationalized in order to improve public 
forestry decision-making through inbuilt checks and balances.   
 
4  Integrated Forest Management Planning 
 
4.1No state forest and PA will be managed without an approved management plan.   Integrated 
management planning and implementation, for all forests including PAsin a forest division, will 
provide for sustainable landscape natural resources management. 
 
4.2By upgrading and empowering existing Resources Information Management System (RIMS) a 
new wing on Forest Resources Assessment will be created within FD for periodical collection, 
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documentation and dissemination of reliable data and analyses of forest cover and resource 
inventory. 
 
4.3Regular periodic forest ecosystems analyses including carbon forestry assessments and 
monitoring will be undertaken by employing modern technology. A central data base with 
appropriate Geographical Information System (GIS) and Management Information System (MIS) 
will be developed and maintained for forest management planning and implementation. 
 
5  Climate Resilient Afforestation and Social Forestry by Forest Department 
 
5.1Climate resilient afforestation and social forestry will be priority on unused public lands and 
forestlands. The scope of climate resilient afforestation and social forestry will be expanded to 
include ecological restoration of degraded forest ecosystemswith habitat biodiversity and gainful 
partnerships with forest-dependent communities. 
 
5.2Social forestry program will be expanded and permanent nurseries including forestry training 
and information centers will be established and maintained in all upazilas.  
 
5.3Efficient and sustainable increase in forest productivity will be achieved by using certified seeds 
in raising tree nurseries, planting qualityseedlings and applying best silvicultural practices.        
 
5.4Integrated watershed management approach with gainful participation of local community will 
be developed and implemented in hill forests and headwater reserves. 
 
5.5Climate resilient reforestation and social forestry in unclassified state forests (USF), and coastal 
areas including newly accreted mud-flats and charlands will be given priority by involving local 
community. Coastal and other forest areas brought under plantations will not be leased out for 
non-forestry purposes.   
 
5.6On-surface and below-ground water yield will be encouraged through forest conservation and 
eco-restoration by applying updated forest science, appropriate technology and innovative 
learning.  
 
6  Climate Change 
 
6.1Climate resilience of forest ecosystems will be enhanced by strictly controlling diversion of 
forestland for non-forest land use :The state forestland cannot be diverted for non-forestry 
purposes without taking prior approval from the Prime Minister’s office,and with vetting from the 
office of the President of Bangladesh. 
 
6.2Critical forest ecosystems including the Sundarbans and the Coastal Greenbelt will be 
conservedto buffer the adverse impact of climate change induced natural disasters such as 
cyclones and storms.  
 
6.3Degraded and unused public lands including coastlands and wetlands will be restored, 
consolidated and managed under collaborative and participatory afforestation and reforestation, 
social forestry and eco-restoration to sequester carbon and reduce green house gas (GHG) 
emissions.  
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6.4Forest ecosystem-based disaster mitigation and risk reduction programs including coastal 
embankments stabilization with participatory plantations of shrub and tree species, and integrated 
watershedmanagement in hilly and undulating areas,will be promoted.  
 
7  Participatory and Collaborative Forest and Protected Area Management 
 
7.1Forest-dependent communities will gainfully be involved in the joint protection, regeneration 
and conservation of forests, wetlands, PAs,wildlife and trees.  
 
7.2 Conflict-sensitive, climate resilient and conservation-linked livelihood development programs 
will be promoted by supporting effective forest and PA governance and financial sustainability of 
forest-dependent community.  
 
8  Forest and Wildlife Protection 
 
8.1Forest and PA ecosystems will be protected and maintained by motivating forestry personnel 
and gainfully associating local community, wherever feasible.  
 
8.2Strict but equitable enforcement of applicable acts and rules will be taken up to curb illegal tree 
felling, forest fire and grazing, wildlife poaching and trafficking, and forestland and PAland 
encroachment.  
 
8.3Demand for illegally traded timber and wildlife will be reduced through international and 
national cooperation and networking.  
 
8.4 The GOB will improve coordination and prioritize wildlife trafficking across enforcement, 
regulatory and intelligence agencies. Wildlife trafficking will be integrated with other relevant GOB 
efforts to combat transnational organized crime. 
 
8.5 The protection of coastal forests and the Sundarbans mangroves will be augmented by 
strengthening institutional mechanism and coordination with relevant law enforcement agencies 
including coast guards, navy and Bangladesh border guards.  
 
8.6Participatory agroforestry and silvi-horticulture systems will be promoted particularly in 
forestlands and PAs affected by encroachments and other unsustainable land-use practices. 
 
8.7Attempts will be made to employ modern technology in the monitoring and protection of 
forests and PAs.    
 
 
9  Forest-based Industries 
 
9.1The increasing gap in demand-supply of timber and non-timber forest produce will be met by 
increasing the extent and productivity of plantations and tree growing on unused public and 
private lands. 
 
9.2Import for timber and non-timber forest products will be rationalized to cater increasing 
demand. Value addition enterprises including processing of imported timber for exportable 
furniture and souvenirs will be promoted both locally and nationally.  
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9.3Modernization of forest-based industries will be taken up to ensure effective utilization of 
forest-based raw materials and to reduce wastage through increased efficiency.  
 
9.4Efficient forest products markets will be facilitated through supportive regulatory and legal 
framework.  
 
9.5Alternative sources of renewable energy including improved cooking stoves, biogas and solar 
energy will be promoted.  
 
9.6Forest-based industries will be motivated and facilitated to employ updated technology, and to 
raise raw material for meeting their own requirements by reaching out to private sector and 
individuals.  
 
9.7The practice of supply of subsidized forest produce from the state forests to forest-based 
industry will not be encouraged. The supply of wood and non-wood materials for forest-based 
industry will be facilitated from non-state forests and trees.  
 
9.8Support to women, youth and indigenous community will be provided for setting up forest-
based cottage and small enterprises.      
 
9.9Based on field evidence of sustainable raw material supply and demand, forest-resource 
dependent industry, and the non-wood and wood-based export and import will be rationalized.  
 
9.10The certification of forest products traded in the competitive global market will be ensured for 
their origin from the sustainably managed forests.  
 
10  Climate Resilient Private Tree Growing 
 
10.1Technical assistance and extension services will be provided for privatenursery development 
and tree growing. 
 
10.2Social forestry, afforestation, reforestation, medicinal plantation, agroforestry, recreation and 
urban forestry, horticulture, and eco-restoration will be taken up in unused public and private 
lands. Silvi-horticultural practices with focus on fruit bearing tree species will be promoted for 
adequate nutrition for rural poor including indigenous community, women and children.  
 
10.3Private tree felling and timber transit will be facilitated as private tree growing expands for 
meeting wood and non-wood demand for industry. 
 
11  Herbal Forestry  
 
11.1Medicinal plantations on unused public and private land, and herbal medicine processing will 
be promoted by associating local communities and relevant service providers.  
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12  Forestry Research 
 
12.1Scientific forestry research with focus on current and emerging forestry, biodiversity and 
climate change themes will be improved by strengthening BFRI, BNH and public and private 
universities having forestry,environmental science disciplines. 
 
12.2Close FD-BFRI linkages will be maintained for forestry research design, development and field 
implementation. 
 
13  Forestry Education and Training 
 
13.1Forestry as a natural science discipline will be included in agricultural and other public and 
private universities with a provision for adequate funding for forestry education, and skill and 
human resource development.  
 
13.2Forestry curriculum would regularly be updated with focus on emerging forestry subjects and 
modules.  
 
13.3 Institutional and techno-managerial capacity will be built amongst public forestry 
institutions, conservation NGOs, civil society, and forest dependent community.  
 
13.4 Existing training facilities including Forest Training Academy, Forest Development and 
Training Center, and Forest Science and Technology Institutes will be restructured and 
strengthened with qualified faculty, and adequate budget and logistic support.   
 
14  Forestry Extensions and Communication 
 
14.1Forest extension and communication strategy comprising appropriate conservation messages, 
briefs and tools with particular focus on gender and indigenous community affirmatives will be 
developed and implemented in consultation with key stakeholders.  
 
14.2Forestry extension through Forestry Extension, Nursery and Training Centers (FENTCs)and 
Social Forestry Plantation Centers (SFPCs), and technical assistance will be provided to private 
nursery and tree growers.Forestry extension under Social Forestry Wing will be strengthened.  
 
14.3National and local communication campaigns will be taken up to build awareness for and 
pride in the significance of Bangladesh’s forests to local community, the nation and the world. 
 
14.4GO-NGO-Private Sector partnerships will be encouraged on forestry extension and 
communication. 
 
14.5Conservation-linked livelihood development will be encouraged by promoting forest and non-
forest based enterprises by employing mass electronic and print media.   
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15  Nature Tourism 
 
15.1Environmentally sound and socio-economically inclusive nature tourism, related to the 
landscapes of forest ecosystems, PAs, wildlife, wilderness and natural sites, and indigenous culture 
will be promoted taking into consideration of the carrying capacity of nature. 
 
15.2Nature tourism facilities and visitor management will be compatible with nature conservation 
by making positive contributions to the welfare of local community and forest landscapes.  
 
16  Conservation Financing 
 
16.1Forestry sector will no more be treated as a revenue earning sector.  
 
16.2Forest-carbon financing will be strengthened by implementing national REDD+ strategy and 
formulating forest-carbon financing proposalson A/R CDM, REDD+ and other evolving mechanisms 
for donor assistance.  
 
16.3Existing GOB entry fee and tree farming fund guidelines will be reviewed and effectively 
implemented as important conservation financing options.  
 
16.4Conservation financing including payment of ecosystem services (carbon, eco-tourism, water 
yield, etc.) will be attracted from donors and other relevant organizations.  
 
16.5Protection of forest ecosystems services, including but not limited to water yield, carbon, eco-
tourism, wildlife and biodiversity, will be taken up by following payment of ecosystem services 
principle and other evolving valuation methods.  
 
17  Legal Frameworks 
 
17.1Laws, rules, regulations and administrative orders relating to the forestry sector will be 
amended and if necessary, new laws and rules will be promulgated in consonance with the forestry 
policy goals and objectives.  
 
18  Personnel Management 
 
18.1Government policies in personnel recruitment, posting and management for professional 
cadre and non-cadre foresters, forest scientists and public forest industry staff will aim at 
motivating and enhancing their professional competence and taking up higher responsibilities 
timely and regularly.  
 
18.2Human resources planning will be carried out for all public agencies active in forestry sector. 
Recruitment and training of forestry personnel will be taken up regularly every year after 
assessing total requirement, vacant posts and retirement situation.  
 
18.3The organograms of public sector forestry organizations will be updated regularly keeping in 
view required man power and numerous responsibilities emerging due to multi-tasking in the 
context of evolving global, national and local forestrysituations.    
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18.4Existing human resources will be strengthened to be nationally and globally efficient and 
competitive. Main basis of promotion and posting will be performance, professionalism, 
commitment, efficiency and integrity. 
 
Contextual changes in global and national forest and climate change environment are expected to 
influence the proposed strategies. The forest policy planners and implementers may in future face 
constraints in forestry program formulation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the 
forest policy strategies and outcomes. Continued evidence-based research, analyses and 
information sharing are necessary for successful forest policy update and implementation.   
 

1. PREAMBLE 
 
Nature is prominently linked to the way of life in Bangladesh and forests as renewable natural 
resources sustain natural environment by providing supportive, provisioning and regulatory 
ecosystem functions and services.  The Article 18A of the country’s constitution reads, “The state 
shall endeavor to protect and improve the environment and to preserve and safeguard the natural 
resources, biodiversity, wetlands, forests and wildlife for the present and future citizens”. The 
country’s forestry sector as characterized by high biotic pressure, but favorable climate, deltaic 
coastline and fertile soils. Bangladesh, recognizing global public good character of forests, is 
playing a vital role in international forest and biodiversity initiatives as signatory to important 
multilateral and bilateral agreements.  
 
The revised national forestry policy lays down broad principles and strategies for the country’s 
forestry sector to help guide both public and private actions that benefit forest ecosystems, 
community and society at large. It is intended to be a guide of actions in managing the country’s 
forests, closely intermixed with heavily populated villages, which continue to contribute in poverty 
alleviation and environmental amelioration. It also is a statement of the country’s commitment to 
making a positive contribution to international conservation efforts. 
 
The Government of Bangladesh (GOB) enunciated a revised national forestry policy in 1994 as per 
the recommendations of the Forestry Master Plan. Over the period important issues and 
perspectives have emerged nationally and internationally, including millennium development 
goals, climate change, participatory and collaborative forestry, forest ecosystem functions and 
services, green economy with focus on low emission land use systems, private sector participation, 
forest certification, wildlife poaching and crime, and use of information and communication 
technology.  
 
The state forests have depleted in terms of both forestland and vegetation cover due mainly to 
diversion of forestland for non-forest use, heavy biotic pressure brought by sharply increasing 
population with huge forest produce demand, poverty in its many dimensions, inadequate forest 
protection measures and investment, and treating forestry sector for state revenue earning. On the 
other homestead forests have expanded both in terms of area coverage and mixture of tree species. 
A revised national policy for forestry sector is, therefore, needed to address the current and 
emerging conservation challenges including climate change and threatened biodiversity, and to 
sustainably manage forest ecosystems to provide goods and services for community wellbeing and 
national socio-economic development.  
 
Main guiding principles of the revisedforestrypolicy focus on sustainable forest management with 
co-benefits of biodiversity conservation, climate change and community wellbeing; integrated 
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forest management with improved forest governance and technology; innovative forest 
management based on applied research and field evidences; gainful conservation partnerships 
with communities and private sector based on social equity and gender equality; and strengthened 
political and civil society commitment, collaboration and enforcement for forest and wildlife 
protection.  
 
It recognizes that human well-being in long-term is dependent on healthy and regenerating forests 
and protected areas, and that durable socio-ecological and economic development gains are not 
possible unless forest ecosystems are effectively conservedand properly valued. Theupdated 
forestry policy seeks to stimulate conservation partnerships of different stakeholders including 
local community and private sector in the sustainable management of forests, wildlife and trees.         
 
2. CONTEXT 

 
Bangladesh, covering an area of 147,570 square km,is surrounded by India in the west, north and 
east; Myanmar in the southeast; and the Bay of Bengal in the south. The country, lying between 
20o34’ and 26o38’ north latitude and between 88o01’ and 92o41’ east longitude, is a low-lying active 
delta, traversed by numerous branches and tributaries of the Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna 
rivers. As per the FAO assessment conducted during 2005-07 the total forest land is 2.57 million 
hectare, of which 1.57 million hectare is under the management of Forest Department.  
 
Main goal of the national forestry policy of 1994, which was a revision of the first national forest 
policy adopted in 1979 after the country’s independence, was to achieve 20% of the total 
geographical area under forestsby 2015 by controlling deforestation and forest degradation, and 
social afforestation and reforestation on public and private unused lands. However, the policy goal 
remained under-achieved as many important recommendations of the policy could not be 
implemented due mainly to resources constraints.The revised national forestry policy is 
formulated in consultation with key stakeholders, keeping in view the national development 
planning goals and also in broader perspective of relevant international conventions, protocols and 
treaties to which Bangladesh is a signatory.  
 
Consistency with the GOB’s planning framework including national perspective plan and 
harmonization with relevant sectoral policies and plans is necessary for effective forest policy 
development and implementation. Bangladesh Perspective Plan (2010-15), which is based on the 
Government of Bangladesh Vision 2021 document, is being articulated through the current Sixth 
Five Year Plan (2011-15) and the upcoming Seventh Five Year Plan (2016-20). The Vision 2021 
lays down a development scenario where the citizens will have a higher standard of living, will be 
better educated, will face better social justice, will have a more equitable socio-economic 
environment, and the sustainable development will be ensured through better protection from 
climate change and natural disasters.  
 
Main development priorities of the Perspective Plan as distilled from the Vision document include: 
ensuring broad-based growth and reducing poverty; ensuring effective governance and sound 
institutions; creating a caring society; addressing globalization and regional cooperation; providing 
energy security for development and welfare; building sound infrastructure and managing the 
urban challenge; mitigating climate change impacts; and promoting innovation of a knowledge-
based society. Increasing accountability and transparency in public forest management is 
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particularly emphasized in the Plan, along with strengthening the Sundarbans and the coastal 
Greenbelt.   
 
Formulation of an implementable forestry policy is a matter of utmost importance for Bangladesh 
as it attracts the nation’s ecological, climate change and food security, which depends on many 
interlinked factors. Forestry policy development and implementation in Bangladesh context is a 
multi-sectoral issue involving several land-use ministries and agencies which through respective 
strategies and programs aim to achieve the common goal of forestland and biodiversity 
conservation, and climate change mitigation and adaptation.  
 
Global public good character of forests justifies public sector involvement and international 
cooperation, whereas sustainable forests are necessary both nationally and locally for meeting the 
ecological and socio-economic needs of the present and future generations.Effective public forest 
sector institutions are necessary for public service delivery through forestry sector.  The GOB’s 
guidelines for encouraging public-private partnerships are useful for establishing conservation 
partnerships.  
 

1. PURPOSE  
 
Forest ecosystems are vital ecological and socio-economic assets to be conserved for the well-being 
of the present and future generations. A secure basis for forest and biodiversity conservation is to 
ensure that forest dependent people in particular and the nation in general obtain better goods and 
services from the fact of forest conservation, than from forest degradation and forestland 
diversion.The increasing population and the conflicting land use pressures necessitate a balanced 
forestry sector strategy that addresses international commitments, national development and 
environmental objectives, and local socio-economic needs. 
 
The revised forestry policy addresses biodiversity conservation and climate change through 
sustainably managed forests, enabling climate change mitigation and adaptation of ecosystems, 
floral and faunal species, and local communities. It integrates forests as essential part of 
sustainablesocio-economic development and aims at controlling deforestation and forests 
degradation, enabling climate resilience of forest ecosystems, species and local community.  
 
In order to effectively address biodiversity conservation and climate change, attempts will be made 
to bring 20% of the country's total geographical area under forests and tree cover (100% of state 
forest land area, nearly 80% of hilly land area, 30% of terrain land area approximately, and 10% of 
plain land area)by year 2035 through afforestation, social forestry, eco-restoration and sustainable 
forest programs of the government, conservation NGOs, private sector and the people. Forest PA 
network will be strengthened by expanding to 20% of the state forest areaby the year 2035 for in 
situ biodiversity conservation in all the representative bio-geographical zones. 
 

2. KEY FORESTRY SECTOR CHALLENGES 
 
Being delta with good rainfall and fertile soils in plain lands means that most of the forest areas in 
Bangladesh are indeed suitable for agriculture as an alternative land use in a land scarce, agrarian 
economy. Historically,the country’s land ownership has evolved with skewed patterns in a less 
egalitarian society in which landas an important means of production commandedsocio-economic 
status. 
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Key forestry sector challenges facing the country relate to forest degradation, deforestation and 
forestland diversion in a growing economy : The proximate drivers are high population growth 
with severe poverty in its many dimensions; expanding cultivation, urbanization and 
industrialization; and inadequate forestry investment and consequent insufficient biodiversity 
protection measures.In particular, constraining forest governance including local political economy 
with inadequate institutional capacity provides disincentives for sustainable forest management.   
 
Rapid loss of resilience in forest ecosystems not only adversely affects natural resource dependent 
community but also adversely impacts soil fertility, water quality and quantity, air quality, carbon 
sequestration, biodiversity including wildlife, and wetlands and fisheries - all leading to declining 
natural resource capital with emerging environmental concerns such as climate change, forestland 
conversion and biodiversity loss. Main forestry sector challenges are categorized under 
institutional, environmental and socio-economic issues, which need to be resolved and taken on 
board in the country’s overall development process, and forestry sector planning and strategic 
implementation. 
 
Institutional challenges revolve around strengthening of forestry sector public institutions 
including the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MOEF), Forest Department (FD), Bangladesh 
Forest Research Institute (BFRI), Bangladesh National Herbarium (BNH) and Bangladesh Forest 
Industries Corporation (BFIDC) as performing institutions, empowered in terms of trained staff 
and capacity building, with defined roles and responsibilities as part of overall personnel 
recruitment, professional development and performance management.  
 
Key environmental challenges for the forestry sector include: climate change; biodiversity loss, 
deforestation and forestland encroachment; forest and wetland ecosystems degradation; diversion 
of forestland for non-forest land use; wildlife poaching and trafficking; low forest productivity; and 
inadequate forest research base and capacity building.  
 
Socio-economic challenges for the forestry sector include : high demand for forest produce and 
forestland brought by increasing human population, and expanding cultivation, urbanization and 
industrialization; inadequate involvement of forest-dependent communities including women, 
youth and indigenous people in participatory and collaborative forest management; unfavorable 
political economy; and lack of communication and outreach to key stakeholders including public 
decision makers, civil society and private sector.         
 
3. OBJECTIVES  

 
Principal objectives of the revised forest policy are six-fold as enumerated below: 
 

1. Restore and maintain the country’s environmental, climate and food security by 
addressing biodiversity conservation and climate change through sustainably managed 
forests and other ecosystems including social and community forests, mangroves and 
wetlands, and homesteads and other tree cover. 

 
2. Enhance climate resilience of existing forest ecosystems by strictly controlling 

diversion of forestland for non-forest use, and completing forests consolidation and 
planning process with proper forest records, maps and management plans. 
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3. Enhance biodiversity conservation by mitigating identified threats and drivers of 

biodiversity loss and forest degradation, and expanding and sustainably managing 
landscapes of protected areas (PAs) and wildlife corridors. 

 
4. Innovate and implement collaborative and participatory public and private social 

forestry for enhanced forests productivity with positive climate change and socio-
economic externalities for the nation and local community.  

 
5. Restore and sustainably manage degraded and marginal areas including coasts and 

wetlands under climate resilient afforestation, reforestation and ecological restoration 
with co-benefits of meeting local community subsistence needs, reduction in forest 
carbon emissions, and sequestration of green house gases.  

 
6. Launch and sustain a country-wide conservation movement by involving women, youth 

and mass people to promote climate resilient private tree growing, and forging 
innovative conservation partnerships with the private sector, civil society and 
conservation NGOs for combating forestland encroachment, deforestation and forest 
degradation, and wildlife poaching and trafficking. 

 
6.   STRATEGY  
 
The following strategies, categorized in eighteen broad themes, are to be followed in order to 
achieve the six-fold national forestrypolicy objectives: 
 
6.1  Sustainable Forest Management  
 
Existing terrestrial and aquatic forest ecosystems will be managed sustainably, as national public 
good with positive climate change and socio-economic externalities, and as local resources for 
meeting community consumption needs for non-timber forest produce, fuel wood and timber, and 
socio-ecological needs such as water yield and nature tourism.  
 
Relevant international conventions, treaties and protocols as signed by the Government of 
Bangladesh will be adhered to while innovating and implementing appropriate forest and PA 
management.  
 
In order to meet the country’s development objective of poverty alleviation, the first charge on 
public forests is of neighboring forest dependent communities for meeting their socio-ecological 
and subsistence consumption needs, without jeopardizing the fulfillment of similar needs of future 
generations. 
 
Identified landscapes of forests including degraded forestlands and non-forest land uses, with 
priority to climate vulnerable and threatened forest ecosystems and communities, will be 
sustained by following an integrated approach with systems focus that restores biodiverse habitats 
and homesteads simultaneously by treating landscapes/watersheds.  
 
The current ban on clear-felling in the state natural forests will continue but sustainable forest 
management practices including thinning, coppicing, cleaning and other silvicultural operations 
will regularly be taken upfor encouraging natural regeneration for forest ecosystem regeneration 
as per approved management plans.   
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The certification of forest products traded in the competitive global market will be ensured for 
their origin from sustainably managed forests. Export of value added timber products including 
furniture will be certified by an authorized body for sustainable forestry practices.  
 
6.2  Protected Area Management and Biodiversity Conservation 
 
Biodiversity loss can be driven by unsustainable development and there may be tradeoff between 
biodiversity conservation and national development goals. Natural ecosystems - which provide 
water and fertile soils, pollination of crops, resilience to climate shocks, fish- and forest-based food 
security, medicinal plants and animals, and ecological functions that keep pests and diseases in 
check - may be disturbed seriously by biodiversity loss.   
 
Identified landscapes of protected areas and wildlife corridors as priority habitats of 
biodiversitywill be conserved, expanded and sustainably managed. Biodiversity resources will be 
aligned to national development goals and the global public good. The conservation of priority 
biodiversity sites, species and genetic diversity will be supported.  
 
The occurrence of flagship fauna, their habitats and foraging behaviors, and home ranges will be 
considered while identifying and declaring a new PA and/or regazetting an existing PA.Marine and 
coastal PAs would be particularly focused as a solution to mitigate natural disasters and other 
threats facing marine and coastal environment and local community. 
 
In order to provide a basic spatial framework for protecting the areas of highest conservation 
values and maintaining the maximum possible area under forest cover, a protected area 
comprising gazetted forest area, and its neighboring state forests including wetlands, can be 
categorized into core zone and buffer zone respectively, based on identified biodiversity 
conservation and forest management objectives.  
 
Identification of an interface landscape zone influencing the designated core zone and buffer zone 
may be taken up for sustainable management of neighboring forests/wetlands and adaptation of 
local community to climate change and disaster risk reduction. Adjoining fragile areas including 
Ecological Critical Area (ECA), if any, mayalso form part of interface landscape zone. 
 
Core zone will have the highest biodiversity conservation and climate change values, followed by 
buffer zone, which may adjoin interface landscape zone comprising local stakeholders and 
impacting land-uses. 
 
Technical and financial assistance and facilitation including concessions will be provided for 
community conserved areas(CCAs) including village common forests, mauza reserves, sacred 
groves and other biodiversity conservation initiatives of indigenous community.  
 
Land-based public development initiatives such as urban, water resource, agriculture and other 
land-based infrastructure planning and implementation will avoid the fragmentation of wildlife 
and biodiversity habitats and minimize environmental damage by carrying out initial environment 
examination and/or environmental impact assessment, as applicable.  
 
Threats and drivers of forestland and biodiversity loss will be identified and mitigated by 
strengthening enforcement of relevant provisions of wildlife and forest acts, forging effective 
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collaboration with relevant law enforcing agencies, and in partnerships with key stakeholders 
including local government andcommunity.  
 
Ex situ biodiversity conservation will be enhanced by sustainably managing and expanding zoos, 
botanical gardens, arboreta, and other categories of PAs and wildlife rescue centers. Germplasm 
will be conserved for which research facilities will be upgraded in public forestry institutions such 
as BFRI and BNH. 
 
The demand for illegally traded wildlife will be reduced, and national and international 
commitment and collaboration will be expanded and strengthened for combating wildlife poaching 
and trafficking.  
 
A new Wildlife Wing with adequate staffing including a functioning crime control unit and an 
international cooperation unit will be created within FD.   
 
Human-wildlife conflicts in and around PAs and other state forestswill be resolved by employing 
collaborative management tools and participatory practices. However, biodiversity conservation 
activities will not inadvertently exacerbate or createsocial conflicts with local community; they 
should promote social, institutional and climate resilience.  
 
6.3  Forest Governance 
 
The diversity of socio-economic and environment conditions, in and around the country’s forests 
and PAs where people and poverty intersect intensely in land scarce but inadequately functioning 
land-based resources economy,will be taken on board by soliciting socio-political commitment 
through local governments and other key stakeholders.  
 
Appropriate monitoring and evaluation, feedback, accountability, participation, transparency, 
social and environmental safeguards, grievance redressal mechanism, and checks and balances will 
be inbuilt into public forestry institutions’ systems and processes to strengthen forest governance. 
 
6.4  Integrated Forest Management Planning 
 
A basic principle of forest and PA management is that every state forest should have an approved 
management plan with supporting technical capacity, administration and budget resources.  
 
No state forest and PA will be managed without an approved management plan. FD will issue 
necessary technical guidelines and prescribed formats in a form of a management plan code for 
integrated forest management plans to be designed, developed, implemented and monitored at a 
forest division level.   
 
Integrated forest management planning and implementation will provide for sustainable forest 
resources management with focus on climate change mitigation and adaptation, biodiversity 
conservation, integrated PA management, wetland management, forestdemarcation and 
consolidation, private nursery and tree growing, and gainful conservation partnerships with local 
community for meeting their subsistence consumption needs for forest ecosystem products and 
services.  
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By upgrading and empowering existing Resources Information Management System (RIMS) a 
new wing on Forest Resources Assessment will be created within FD for periodical collection, 
collation, documentation and dissemination of reliable data and analyses on relevant aspects of 
periodic carbon and forest inventory and mapping, planning, GIS-based management, and satellite-
based monitoring. Forest land survey, demarcation, mapping, settlement and documentation will 
be taken up regularly by RIMS as part of forest management planning. 
 
Regular periodic forest and other ecosystems health and valuation assessments and monitoring 
will be undertaken by employing modern and web-based technology including satellite imagery, 
aerial photography, drones, GIS and MIS. Base maps as prepared by the Survey of Bangladesh on 
1:50,000 scale may be used where needed. A central data base with appropriate GIS and MIS and 
other digital systems will be operationalized in order to strengthen forest governance by 
increasing accountability and transparency in public forest management, and data archiving.   
 
Indirect benefits from forests and PAs will be assessed, accounted and reflected in the national 
income and growth accounting. Forests status reports prepared periodically will be brought under 
public domain.    
 
6.5  Climate Resilient Afforestation and Social Forestry by Forest Department 
 
Climate resilient afforestation and social forestry will be priority both on unused public lands and 
forestlands. However, before taking up plantations, relevant threats and drivers of deforestation 
and forest degradation will be identified and mitigated in collaboration with key stakeholders 
including local communities, with focus on inter-sectoral convergence (forests, social forestry, 
agroforests and homesteads, agriculture and fisheries, rural energy, livestock, community 
development, etc).  
 
The scope of climate resilient afforestation and social forestry will not be limited to planting tree 
seedlings only: The eco-restoration of degraded forest ecosystems including coasts and hill  forests 
with habitat biodiversity (multi-story indigenous vegetation of climate resilient herbs, shrubs and 
trees) will be emphasized by gainfully involving local communities in enrichment plantations and 
assisted natural regeneration.  
 
Given effective joint protection, the treated forest landscapes will over the period get restored due 
mainly to the country’s potentially regenerative lands.  
 
Social forestry programs will continue and permanent nurseries including forestry training and 
information centers will be established and maintained in all upazilas.  
 
Efficient and sustainable increase in forest productivity will be achieved by using certified seeds, 
planting quality seedlings, and applying best silvicultural practices.   
 
Integrated watershed management approach will be followed in hill forests by identifying and 
managing watersheds which will be treated for water and soil conservation from hill top to bottom 
by gainfully associating local community including local hill and indigenous community.  
 
Climate resilient afforestation and social forestry in unclassified state forests (USF), and coastal 
areas including newly accreted mud-flatsand charlands will be given priority by involving local 
community. Newly accreted charlands may be assigned to FD for stabilization through plantations 
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of pioneer species such as keora and appropriate ecological succession and soil conservation 
practices. 
 
Coastal areas brought under plantations by FD will not be leased out for non-forestry purposes.   
 
Sound coastal zone management practices including stabilization of public embankments through 
participatory embankment plantations will be promoted in association with land owning agencies 
such as Water Development Board and Road and Highways Department.  
 
Silvicultural operations such as natural regeneration management through cleaning and thinning 
will be carried out in coastal plantations established by FD.  
 
On-surface and below-ground water yield will be encouraged through forest conservation and eco-
restoration by applying updated forest science, appropriate technology and innovative learning.  
 
6.6 Climate Change 
 
Climate change adversely impacts biodiversity and exacerbates forest land use impacts and other 
threats. Climate resilience of existing forest ecosystems will be enhanced by controlling diversion 
of forestland to non-forest land use, and by enhancing biodiversity value through forests 
consolidation, effective protection, assisted natural regeneration, and hydrological recharging.  
 
In order to ensure climate resilience of land-based natural resources, the state forestland cannot be 
diverted for non-forestry purposes without taking prior approval from the Prime Minister’s office, 
with vetting from the office of the President of Bangladesh. Forestland category will be correctly 
recorded in relevant land records and forestland leases will not be given.   
 
The GOB will set up an empowered technical committee for reviewing forestland conversion 
proposals and making recommends to the Prime Minister office.  In case of approved forestland 
diversion, equal amount of non-forestland will be brought under afforestation for which adequate 
allocation of budget and land will be earmarked. 
 
Critical forest ecosystems including the Sundarbans and the coastal Greenbelt will be conserved to 
buffer the impact of climate change induced natural disasters such as cyclones and storms.  
 
Degraded and unused public land including coastlands, emerging charlands and wetlands will be 
restored, consolidated and managed under collaborative and participatory afforestation and 
reforestation, social forestry and eco-restoration to sequester carbon and reduce GHG emissions.  
 
Forest-dependent communities in coastal areas will be supported in conducting village level 
climate change vulnerability assessments, then developing and implementing climate change 
adaptation plans.  
 
Forest ecosystem-based disaster mitigation and risk reduction programs including coastal 
embankments stabilization with participatory plantations of shrub and tree species, and watershed 
management will be promoted.  
 
Wetlands in and around forests and PAs will be kept free from pollution and will be managed for 
forest conservation and climate change mitigation and adaptation. Healthy, biodiverse forest and 
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wetland ecosystems will help relieve adverse impacts of climate change on the neighboring 
community and land use.   
 
 
6.7  Participatory and CollaborativeForest and Protected Area Management 
 
Forest dependent communities will gainfully be involved in the joint protection, regeneration and 
conservation of forests, wildlife, wetlands and trees.  
 
Conflict-sensitive, climate resilient and conservation-linked livelihood development programs will 
be promoted by strengthening forest governance and financial sustainability of local community.  
 
6.8  Forest and Wildlife Protection 
 
Healthy forest and PA ecosystems, necessary to better adapt to challenges of climate change and 
disaster risks, will be protected and maintainedby enforcing all available legal instruments and 
field-level staff and also by gainfully associating local community, wherever feasible. Stakeholders’ 
participation will be ensured through supportive rules, regulations and guidelines to be framed 
under the existing forest and wildlife acts and rules. 
 
Strict but equitable enforcement of applicable forest and wildlife acts and rules will be taken up to 
curb illegal tree felling, forest fire and grazing, illegal wildlife trade, wildlife poaching and 
trafficking, and forestland encroachment, and developing and implementingwood substitutes for 
brick kilns. The GOB will improve coordination and prioritize wildlife trafficking across 
enforcement, regulatory and intelligence agencies. Wildlife trafficking will be integrated with other 
relevant GOB efforts to combat transnational organized crime. Confidential information gathering 
from local community will be solicited with suitable incentive and reward mechanism. Demand for 
illegally traded timber and wildlife will be reduced through international and national cooperation 
and networking. 
 
The protection of coastal forests and the Sundarbans mangroves will be increased by strengthening 
institutional mechanism and coordination with relevant law enforcement agencies including coast 
guards, navy and Bangladesh border guards.  
 
Participatory agroforestry and silvi-horticulture systems will be promoted particularly in 
forestlands affected by encroachments and other unsustainable land use practices. Appropriate 
silvi-ecological adaptations of shifting cultivation will be innovated and promoted in gainful 
partnerships with indigenous community.  
 
Being peoples’ function, forestland encroachment, forest fires and forest grazing will be controlled 
and stabilized by gainfully involving local communities in social forestry and participatory 
management of PAs.Public awareness will be raised through better communication and outreach 
about the harms done by wildlife trafficking and conflicts. Public diplomacy will be used to 
dissuade consumers abroad from purchasing illegally traded wildlife and strengthen 
implementation of international agreements and arrangements that protect wildlife. Human-
wildlife conflicts in and around forests and PAs will be addressed in partnerships with local 
community. 
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Attempts will be made to employ modern technology such as forensic analysis, scat analysis, 
camera trapping, smart patrolling, wildlife census, advance forest fire warning and control, and 
improved surveillance and intelligence gathering in the monitoring and protection of forests and 
protected areas.    
 
6.9  Forest-based Industries 
 
The increasing gap in demand-supply of timber and other forest produce will be met by increasing 
the extent and productivity of plantations and tree growing on degraded forestland and other 
unused public lands, and private tree growing and homestead plantations on unused private lands.  
 
Import for timber and non-timber forest products will be rationalized to cater increasing demand. 
Value addition enterprises including processing of imported timber for exportable furniture and 
souvenirs will be promoted.  
 
Modernization of forest-based industries will be taken up to ensure effective utilization of forest-
based raw materials and to reduce wastage through increased efficiency.  
 
Efficient forest products markets will be facilitated through supportive regulatory framework. 
Alternative sources of renewable energy including improved cooking stoves, biogas and solar 
energy will be promoted.  
 
Forest-based industries will be motivated and facilitated to employ updated technology and a 
business enterprise approach.  They will be encouraged to raise raw material for meeting their 
own requirements by reaching out to private sector and individuals who can grow forest raw 
materials. Small and medium forest-based enterprise financing will be promoted through public 
and private financial institutions.  
 
The practice of supply of subsidized forest produce from state forests to forest-based industry will 
not be encouraged. The supply of wood and non-wood materials for forest-based industry will be 
attempted from non-state forests and trees.  
 
FD will take necessary facilitative measures for increased supply of timber and other raw material 
through private tree growing with focus on employment generating income growth for rural poor.  
 
Support to women, youth and indigenous community will be provided for setting up rural forest-
based cottage and small enterprises with investment in employment enhancing non-timber forest 
produce (NTFP) based livelihood technology and best practices.   
 
Based on field evidence of sustainable raw material supply, forest-resource dependent industry, 
and the non-wood and wood-based export and import will be rationalized.  
 
6.10  Climate Resilient Private Tree Growing 
 
Technical assistance and extension services will be provided for citizen and private sector climate 
change mitigation and adaptation initiatives; private tree growing; community and homestead 
forestry; involvement of youth, women and indigenous community in private nursery development 
and tree planting; and climate resilient public-private tree growing partnerships.  
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The people will be motivated to grow more trees in and around homesteads and unused 
marginal lands (e.g. the premises of institutions such as union council; educational organizations; 
religious places including idgah, mosque, monastry and temple; orphanage; roadside; railway 
track; foreshore; urban area; embankment; etc.) with due emphasis on climate resilient shrub and 
tree species including indigenous NTFP, fodder and fruit bearing tree species.  
 
Agroforestry practices with focus on silvi-horticulture-agriculture systems will be encouraged. 
Homestead pukurs with fisheries will also form part of agroforestry systems.  
 
Village forest inventory will be carried out periodically to provide technical advice to villagers and 
develop innovative peoples’ nursery development and tree growing initiatives. 
 
In view of limited amount of public forestland, social forestry, afforestation, reforestation, 
medicinal plantation, agroforestry, recreation and urban forestry, horticulture (fruit bearing tree 
species), and eco-restoration will be taken up in unused public and private lands by promoting 
climate resilient indigenous species with peoples’ conservation partnerships.  
 
Silvi-horticultural practices with focus on fruit bearing species will be promoted for adequate 
nutrition for rural poor including women and children, and other vulnerable groups and marginal 
sections of the society.  
 
Private tree felling and timber transit regulations will be reviewed to facilitate private tree growing 
for meeting wood and non-wood demand for industry. In view of huge timber supply from 
homesteads, transit timber permits for the movement of privately grown timber will be 
rationalized.  
 
6.11  Herbal Forestry  
 
In the absence of qualified Doctors and inexpensive allopathic medicines, a large but poor section 
of rural populace continue to depend on kabirajs who practice and prescribe alternative medicines 
(ayurvedic, unani and homeopathy) with ingredients from medicinal plants and animals. However, 
with continued degradation of natural forests the local availability of medicinal herbs, shrubs and 
trees have declined drastically.  
 
With renewed global emphasis on biodiversity and its community use, medicinal plantations on 
unused public and private lands,and herbal medicine processing will be taken up by associating 
local communities and service providers. 
 
6.12 Forestry Research 
 
The forestry researchwill be strengthened and institutional roles and responsibilities of theBFRI 
and BNH will be updated by establishing close FD field linkages with focus on current and 
emerging themes including but not limited to ecosystem restoration and valuation, sustainable 
forest management, climate change, and biodiversity conservation.  
 
Increased participation from public and private sector will be sought by developing quality 
research proposals in order to meet the increasing demand for forestry research and innovations 
as forest management decisions become increasingly complex, particularly in the field of climate 
change and biodiversity conservation.BFRI and BNH will reach out to public and private 
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universities and other organizations engaged in forestry research. International cooperation in 
forestry research will be promoted through quality research, collaboration and networking.  
 
6.13 Forestry Education and Training 
 
The forest policy implementation will be supported by strengthened education and training 
organizations. Forestry as natural science discipline will be included in agricultural and other 
public and private universities with a provision for adequate funding for forestry education, skills 
and human resources development.  
 
Forestry curriculum would be updated with focus on emerging subjects such as climate change, 
sustainable forest management, sustainable forest product trade and forest certification, 
conservation biology, landscape ecology, and PA management. Wherever possible, forestry 
students will be given preference in forestry sector jobs.  
 
Institutional and techno-managerial capacity will be built amongst public forestry organizations 
including FD, BFRI, BNH and BFIDC; conservation NGOs; civil society; and forest dependent 
community through improved conservation policy and legal framework; strategic planning, 
monitoring and evaluation; training, education and research; and decentralized governance, 
communication and outreach.  
 
The capacity of FD staff will be re-oriented from timber management to climate change, 
biodiversity conservation and environmental services management by strengthening forestry 
human resources and restructuring forestry training institutions and education programs.  
 
Efforts will be taken up to develop capacity of FDand BFRI to monitor forests especially as it relates 
to quantity and quality of environmental services, impacts of climate change, and assessment and 
analyses of carbon and GHG stock by building/tapping-in to world-class science and technology.  
 
Attention will be given on improved planting materials, germplasm conservation, gene banks, and 
biodiverse, climate resilient plantation management. 
 
Existing training facilities including Forest Training Academy, Forest Development and Training 
Center, and Forest Science and Technology Institutes will be restructured and strengthened with 
qualified faculty, and adequate budget and logistic support.  
 
6.14 Forestry Extension and Communication 
 
Forest extension and communication strategy with appropriate conservation messages and briefs 
will be developed and implemented by FD in wide consultation with key stakeholders by 
employing knowledge, attitude and practice surveys. Women, youth, indigenous community and 
other marginal sections of the society will be given equitable representation and importance in 
forestry extension and management decision-making and implementation.Forestry charter will be 
developed and publicized for the citizens’ enhanced roles and responsibilities in biodiversity 
conservation and environmental amelioration. 
 
Forestry extension will be key driving force for the growth and development of private nursery 
development and tree growing, and conservation messages dissemination. Forestry extension 
through FENTCs and SFPCs and technical assistance to private nursery and tree growers will be 
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strengthened by widely publicizing through theatres, melas, public-days, mass media, audio-
visual aids and other extension tools and mechanisms. Agricultural extension facilities including 
their staff presence up to union parishad level will be leveraged wherever possible.   
 
Forestry extension under Social Forestry Wing will be strengthened to deliver necessary messages 
on forest functions andservices backed up with proper forestry research linkages and field 
evidences, and to speed up peoples’ access to and adaptation of silvicultural and forest 
management best practices, andnursery and plantation technology.  
 
National communication campaigns will be taken up to build awareness for and pride in the 
significance of Bangladesh’s forests to local community, the nation and the world.  
 
There will be massive campaign far and wide through the government and non-government media 
for raising consciousness among the people regarding afforestation, biodiversity conservation, 
climate change,horticulture including nutrition rich fruit trees, and sustainable use of forest 
resources. Public and private land owning agencies such as Railways, LGED, PWD, Municipalities, 
Union Councils, and Tea Estates will be encouraged for tree growing on vacant lands.    
 
Advanced information and communication technology and media will be employed in knowledge 
and information dissemination on private tree growing, climate change and biodiversity 
conservation. 
 
GO-NGO-Private Sector partnerships will be encouraged on forestry extension and communication. 
As part of decentralized governance, key stakeholders including women, youth and local 
community will be outreached and techno-managerially capacitated in participatory afforestation, 
conservation, management and monitoring of forests and other ecosystems. Information and 
communication technology will be employed in forestry extension and communication.   
 
Conservation-linked livelihood development will be encouraged by promoting forest and non-
forest based enterprises through a well designed communication campaign by employing mass 
electronic and print media. 
 
6.15  Nature Tourism 
 
Environmentally sound and socio-economically inclusive nature tourism, related to the landscapes 
of forest ecosystems, PAs, wildlife, wilderness and natural sites, and indigenous culture will be 
promoted taking into consideration of the carrying capacity of nature.  However, it is important to 
realize that nature tourism exists for forest ecosystems and not other way round, and so nature 
tourism facilities and visitor management must be compatible with nature conservation by making 
positive contributions to the welfare of local community and forest landscapes.  
 
6.16 Conservation Financing 
 
As in case of service sectors such as health and education,forestry sector will no more be treated as 
a revenue earning sector.  Conservation financing for forest ecosystems services will be prioritized 
in national development planning and revenue budget process.  
 
Forest-carbon financing will be established by implementing national REDD+ strategy as low 
carbon emission development strategy with baselines and targets, and formulating forest-carbon 
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financing proposals on A/R CDM, REDD+ and other evolving mechanisms. The capacity of FD 
and BFRI staff and civil society partners will be built to prepare, implement and monitor carbon 
financing projects. 
 
The GOB’s entry fee and tree farming funds (TFF) guidelines will be reviewed and effectively 
implemented as important conservation financing options.  
 
Conservation financing including payment of ecosystem services (carbon, eco-tourism, water yield, 
etc.) will be attracted from donors, philanthropy organizations and private sector.  
 
Protection of forest ecosystems services, including but not limited to water yield, carbon, eco-
tourism, wildlife and biodiversity, soil fertility and agricultural productivity enhancement will be 
taken up by following payment of ecosystem services principle and other evolving methods.  
 
6.17 Legal Framework 
 
Appropriate legislation and administrative framework will be developed and updated for the 
smooth forest policy implementation.  
 
The policy and legal framework will be harmonized by updating existing and promulgation of new 
laws, rules, and executive orders to support forestry policy implementation.  
 
Laws, rules, regulations and administrative orders relating to forestry sector will be amended and 
if necessary, new laws and rules will be promulgated in consonance with the forestry policy goals 
and objectives.  
 
6.18 Personnel Management 
 
Government policies in personnel recruitment and management for professional cadre and non-
cadre foresters, forest scientists and public forestindustry staff will aim at motivating and 
enhancing their professional competence and taking up higher responsibilities timely and 
regularly. 
 
Forestry cadre will be rationalized by regularly updating cadre strength and encaderment of 
eligible officers. As in case of other sister services including agriculture and fisheries, the forestry 
service will be represented in all the upazilas by suitably expanding cadre strength.    
 
Human resources planning will be carried out for all public agencies active in forestry sector. 
Recruitment and training of forestry personnel will be taken up regularly every year after 
assessing total requirement, vacant posts and retirement situation.  
 
The organograms of public sector forestry organizations will be updated regularly keeping in view 
required man power and numerous responsibilities emerging of late due to multi-tasking in the 
context of evolving global, national and local forestry situations.    
 
Existing human resources in public forestry sector will be strengthened to be nationally and 
globally efficient and competitive. 
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Main basis of promotion and posting will be professionalism, performance, commitment, 
efficiency and integrity.  
 
 
7.  EPILOGUE 
 
The people of Bangladesh will be able to strengthen their desired ecological, climate and food 
security outcomes through effective implementation of theupdated national forestry policy in 
harmonization with other relevant policies. However, the forestry policy implementation by 
various ministries and agencies is expected to increasingly become more complex with gradual 
prominence of climate change and environmental functions of forest ecosystems with global public 
good characteristics.  
 
Contextual changes in global and national forest and climate change environment are expected to 
influence the proposed strategies, which may in future pose new challenges for the forestry policy 
implementation. The forestryplanners and implementers may in future face constraints in forestry 
program formulation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the forestrypolicy strategies 
and outcomes. They may so need a clear appreciation of different options available and likely 
results of future forestrypolicy strategic scenarios and choices.  
 
Generating a clear picture will require regular flow of information, knowledge and analyses of 
changing forestry policy context, options and consequences. Continued evidence-based research 
and information sharing are necessary for successful forestrypolicy update and 
implementation.Adequate financing including donor support will be required for effective 
implementation of the revised national forestry policy. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
  



 445 
 

 
Appendix 26 

  
Rangamati Declaration 1998 

 
 
 

Rangamati Declaration 
 

Rangamati, Chittagong Hill Tracts, 19 December, 1998 
 
 

Adopted at a Conference on 'Development in the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Convened by 

The Forum for Environment and Sustainable Development in the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
 
 
Welcoming the signing of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord of 1997 between the Government of 
Bangladesh and the Parbatya Chattagram Jana Samhati Samiti and congratulating the parties to the 
accord, 
 
Concerned at the slow pace of implementation of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord, 
 
Bearing in mind the Rio Conference on Environment and Development, 
 
Reiterating our support to the aims and objectives of Agenda 21, 
 
Recalling that the right to development is a basic human right, 
 
Recognising that human rights, peace, sustainable development and the protection of the 
environment are interdependent and indivisible, 
 
Recognising that the protection of land and resource rights is closely related to the achievement to 
sustainable development, 
 
Recognising that the forests of the Chittagong Hill Tracts are the natural habitats of humans as well 
as animals, plants and other life forms, 
 
Encouraged that rural communities in the Chittagong Hill Tracts have continued to play an 
important role in the development of the region without governmental and external assistance, 
 
We, the representatives of different peoples, communities and organisations meeting in Rangamati 
at the Conference on Development in the Chittagong Hill Tracts on 18 and 19 December, 1998, 
proclaim this declaration, to be called the Rangamati Declaration, and recommend that : 
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The Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord of 1997 

1. Measures be undertaken to achieve speedy implementation of the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Accord of 1997; 

 
Development Institutions, Policies and Processes 

 
2. All development programmes for the Chittagong Hill Tracts be implemented in consultation 

with the future Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional Council; 

3. The development budgets for the Chittagong Hill Tracts be formulated in consultation with the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional Council; 

4. No development programmes be undertaken in the region without assessing the likely social, 
cultural and environmental impacts in the region or if it is contrary to the provisions of the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord of 1997; 

5. No development programmes be undertaken in the region except on the basis of proposals by, 
or with the full, prior and informed consent of, the people of the area concerned; 

6. All development programmes, projects and processes be transparent and open to public 
scrutiny; 

7. A development trust fund be established and placed under the control of the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts Regional Council; 

8. The agreed transfer of subjects to the hill district councils be effected expeditiously; 

9. The agreed transfer of authority to the hill district councils on the subjects already transferred, 
and to be transferred, to these councils, be effected expeditiously; 

10. The Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Board Ordinance of 1976 be amended to make the 
structure and process of the Board more democratic and transparent and the Board directly 
responsible to the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional Council; 

 
Land 

 
11. No development projects related to land-use on disputed lands be undertaken before the 

disputes are resolved by the future commission on land; 

12. The leases on lands to non-resident individuals and companies that have been illegally left un-
utilised be cancelled and vested in the concerned hill district council; 

 

Rehabilitation 
 
13. Those of the returned international refugees who have not already been properly rehabilitated, 

and all the internally displaced indigenous people, be returned their lands and otherwise 
properly rehabilitated; 
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Water Bodies, Their Natural Resources and Biodiversity 

 
14. No Water bodies, including the Karnaphuli reservoir (Kaptai Lake), be leased out or settled in 

the name of private individuals and companies without the prior consent of, and consultations 
with, the concerned hill district council and the people of the area concerned; 

15. In the event that any part of water bodies, including the Karnaphuli reservoir (Kaptai Lake), is 
leased out, priority be given to the permanent residents of the area concerned; 

16. The water level of the Karnaphuli reservoir (Kaptai Lake) be regulated in consultation with the 
Rangamati Hill District Council for the interest of the ‘fringe-land’ farmers. The periodical water 
level chart so agreed upon (the ‘rule curve’) be followed and the concerned farmers be 
provided due information about it; 

17. The control and management of all water bodies and their natural resources, including the 
Karnaphuli reservoir (Kaptai Lake) and its resources, be vested in the concerned hill district 
council; 

18. The introduction of non-local species of fish and other marine life that is harmful to the local 
environment or biodiversity be prevented; 

 

Forests, Forestry and Biodiversity 
 
19. The Forest Act of 1927, in its application to the CHT, be amended in consultation with the 

regional and hill district councils, the circle chiefs and the headmen; 

20. Logging in the natural forests and their conversion into agricultural lands or plantations be 
totally prohibited. Similarly, the killing of, and trading in, endangered species of wildlife be 
totally prohibited; 

21. The inhabitants of the areas living in the reserved forests be allowed a just share of the income 
from the utilisation of the resources of these forests; 

22. The hill district councils be involved in the management and administration of the reserved 
forests; 

23. The local residents be involved in the protection and management of the government-owned 
forests and plantations; 

24. The procedures on the extraction and transit of the produce of privately-owned forests and 
plantations outside of the reserved forests be excluded from the system of extraction and 
export permits; 

25. The village forests (‘service’ or ‘mouza reserved’ forests) situated outside the reserved forests 
be recorded as the common and collective property of the village community concerned; 

26. No parts of the reserved forests be de-categorised as reserved forests without the consent of 
the regional council and the concerned hill district council; 

27. The gazetted notifications of the 1980s and 1990s concerning the creation of new reserved 
forests be revoked and other measures be undertaken in consultation with the hill district 
councils to undertake community forestry and participatory forestry programmes; 
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28. The raising of industry-oriented plantations under the ownership and management of 

permanent residents of the region be assisted with soft-term credit on a long-term basis and no 
lands be compulsorily acquired for the raising of industry-oriented plantations; 

29. The introduction of species of non-local trees and plants that are harmful to the local 
environment and biodiversity be prevented; 

30. The customary rights and privileges of indigenous peoples and their communities over lands 
and territories in the forest areas be recognised in accordance with the ILO Convention on 
Indigenous and Tribal Populations (Convention 107) of 1957 and the Convention on Biological 
Diversity; 

 
Horticulture 

 
31. A horticulture development project in the manner of horticulture projects undertaken 

previously by the Bangladesh Agriculture Development Corporation (BADC) be started and the 
local farmers be provided with land grants, soft-term credit and technical and other assistance; 

 
Mineral Resources 

 
32. Mining activities be carried out only in consultation with the concerned hill district council and 

the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional Council and in such a manner that they are not harmful to 
the natural environment or otherwise detrimental to the physical and material well being of 
the residents of the areas concerned; 

33. All CHT residents being adversely affected by mining activities be adequately compensated 
with land grants and monetary compensation and otherwise rehabilitated in the event that 
they have to be relocated; 

34. The terms and conditions of the compensation agreements between the concerned mining 
company and the affected people be determined in consultation with the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Regional Council; 

35. Priority be given to local  residents in employing people in connection with the survey and 
extraction work of mining companies; 

 

Environment 
 
36. Logging, farming, tourism and other activities that are or are likely to be harmful to the 

environment be stopped and prohibited; 

37. Urgent measures be undertaken in the Chittagong Hill Tracts to prevent deforestation and soil 
erosion in the lands and forests of the region; 

38. Urgent measures be taken to protect the environment of the rivers, lakes, streams and other 
water bodies of the Chittagong Hill Tracts; 

Human Development & Capacity Building 
 
39. Special measures be undertaken for human development in the Chittagong Hill Tracts; 
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40. Special measures be undertaken to enhance the administrative and technical capacities of 

the local voluntary organisations (NGOs), traditional institutions, local government bodies and 
the regional and district councils; 

 
Disabled People and Destitute Women 

 
41. Priority be given for the education and employment of disable people; 

42. Special measures be taken for providing employment to and in rehabilitating destitute women; 

 

Women 
 
43. All forms of social, cultural, economic and political discrimination against women be prevented; 

44. Inheritance laws discriminating against women be amended with the consent of the 
people/community concerned; 

45. Educational curriculums include subjects regarding the rights of women; 

 

Health 
 
46. Programmes of the control and eradication of malaria be re-introduced in the Chittagong Hill 

Tracts; 

47. All hospitals and other medical centres in the Chittagong Hill Tracts be provided with the 
requisite personnel and equipment; 

48. All medical practitioners who are permanent residents of the Chittagong Hill Tracts and are 
now serving outside the Chittagong Hill Tracts in government institutions be transferred to the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts; 

49. Indigenous students who qualify for entry into the medical colleges in the general entrance 
examinations be not included within the ‘tribal’ quota system; 

50. Medical colleges be established in the Chittagong Hill Tracts with a quota for indigenous 
peoples and other permanent residents of the of the region; 

51. At least one trained para-medic and at least one trained midwife be appointed in each mouza 
for the welfare of mothers and infant children; 

52. Indigenous and other herbal medical systems be recognised; 

 

Education 
 
53. Primary education be imparted in the mother tongue of the indigenous peoples of the 

Chittagong Hill Tracts; 

54. Teachers of primary schools be employed from among the local people who speak the same 
language as the majority of the students of the area on a priority basis by relaxing the 
necessary qualifications and pre-requisites; 

    
  



 450 
55. A Board of Secondary and Primary Education for the Chittagong Hill Tracts be established 

under the supervision of the Chittagong Hill Tracts regional Council; 

56. Free education be provided to all students up to class X; 

57. Schools be established on a priority basis in areas inhabited by the more disadvantaged 
indigenous peoples;  

58. Preference be given to the members of the more disadvantaged indigenous peoples in gaining 
admission into institutions of higher learning; 

59. Adequate funds and other assistance be provided to non-formal schools run by village 
communities; 

60. The chairpersons of registered non-government colleges and registered non-government 
secondary schools be nominated by the regional and district councils, respectively; 

61. Women be appointed as teachers on a priority basis; 

62. Colleges offering Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.) courses be established in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts 

63. Honours and Master’s course be fully introduced in the Rangamati Government University 
College and university colleges be established in the district headquarters of Bandarban and 
Khagrachari; 

64. The involvement of the military in connection with the admission of indigenous students 
through the reserved quota basis in the medical colleges, engineering colleges and the 
Agricultural University be stopped so that these institutions may carry out their admission 
procedures in an independent manner; 

65. The existing quota of reserved seats for indigenous students in the institutions of higher 
education including those for medicine, engineering and agriculture be increased and a special 
quota of reserved seats be maintained for the ethnic Bengali permanent residents of the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts; 

66. The residential hostels for indigenous students that were previously running in the district 
headquarters of the Chittagong Hill Tracts be revived and new hostels for indigenous men and 
women be established as required; 

67. Training institutes for primary teachers (P.T.I.) be established in the district headquarters of 
Bandarban and Khagrachari; 

 

Culture and Languages 
 
68. The educational curriculum in the Chittagong Hill Tracts include courses on the languages and 

cultures of the indigenous peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts; 

69. The languages of the indigenous peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts be included as a subject 
of study in the secondary schools of the region; 

70. The existing inaccurate and disrespectful references to the languages and cultures of the 
indigenous peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts in the national educational curriculums be 
corrected in consultation with the leaders and representatives of the peoples concerned; 
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Data and Information 

 
71. Measures be undertaken so that the general public have free and easy access to relevant 

information about the programmes and activities of the government, semi-government 
institutions and non-governmental organisations in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Similarly, 
measures be also undertaken to ensure that relevant information about the social, cultural, 
economic and environmental conditions of the less developed areas are available to the 
government, semi-government and non-governmental organisations and institutions operating 
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts; 

 

Sports 
 
72. The administration and management of the district sports associations in the Chittagong Hill 

Tracts be handed over to the concerned hill district councils; 

73. A regional sports association be established to manage the district sports associations of the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts and placed under the control and supervision of the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts regional Council; 

 

NGOs 
 
74. All NGO activities in the Chittagong Hill Tracts be supervised and coordinated by the Chittagong 

Hill Tracts Regional Council; 

75. Credit programmes by NGOs be conducted in the Chittagong Hill Tracts only in consultation 
with the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional Council; 

76. NGOs operating in the Chittagong Hill Tracts be prohibited from charging interest and service 
charges in excess of the rates allowed by the laws applicable in the region; 

77. No programmes of NGOs that are contrary to the culture and traditions of the peoples of the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts be allowed; 

78. Local NGOs be given preference in the formulation and implementation of development 
programmes in the Chittagong Hill Tracts; 

79. Permanent residents of the Chittagong Hill Tracts be given preference in employment by NGOs 
operating in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. 
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Appendix 27  
  

Dhaka Forests Declaration 2001 
 
 

Dhaka Forests Declaration 
Dhaka, 9 June, 2001 

 
Adopted at a Workshop on "Forests and Indigenous Peoples"  

organised by  
Jatiyo Adivasi Parishad, SEHD & Taungya et al at Dhaka, 09 June, 2001 

 
 
Recalling that the forests of Bangladesh are the natural habitats of plants, animals and human 
beings, 
 
Reiterating that the natural forests of Bangladesh are the ancestral domains of the indigenous 
peoples and other communities of Bangladesh, 
 
Emphasizing that forests are necessary for the ecological, social, medical and cultural needs of the 
people of Bangladesh,  
 
Understanding that biological diversity is related to cultural diversity, 
 
Acknowledging the positive role of indigenous and other forest-dependent peoples in the 
conservation, management and protection of the forests and related eco-systems of Bangladesh,  
 
Acknowledging the positive role of women in all forms of natural resource management, 
 
Reiterating our support to the aims and objectives of Agenda 21 and the Forest Principles 
appended thereto,  
 
Concerned that the Forest (Amendment) Act of 2000 and existing forestry policies reinforce the 
colonial paradigm of forestry that is harmful to the environment and the human rights of forest-
dwellers, 
 
Disturbed that existing Forest laws and policies continue to deny a proper role to local 
communities in forest management, 
 
Further concerned that existing Forest laws and policies continue to deny the income and other 
benefits of forestry to the inhabitants of forests and adjacent areas,  
 
Concerned at the negative role of the Asian Development Bank and other international lending and 
development agencies in the formulation of forestry policies in Bangladesh;  
 
Alarmed that the rapid pace of deforestation in Bangladesh is causing irreparable harm to the 
ecology and environment of the country and the neighbouring regions, 
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Concerned that commercial plantations with narrow genetic bases are being introduced in the 
name of forestry, 
 
Further concerned that the so-called social forestry programmes of the Government of Bangladesh 
are neither forestry nor social, since they seek the raising of plantations rather than forests and 
leave the effective management powers in the hands of government officials rather than the direct 
participants of such programmes,  
 
Concerned also that mining operations in forest areas may lead to environmental damage and 
violation of human rights of forest dwellers, 
 
Dismayed that industry-oriented plantations are leading to the loss of biodiversity and the 
impoverisation of forest-dependent communities, 
 
Further dismayed that the expansion of the shrimp industry has led, and is continuing to lead, to 
the destruction of the mangrove swamps in coastal areas,  
 
Concerned also that forestry policies continue to provide little or no importance to non-timber 
forest produce such as bamboo, cane, rattan, grasses and herbs,  
 
Outraged that the Forest laws are being continually misused by Forest Department officials to 
violate the fundamental human rights of inhabitants of forests and adjacent areas, by denying the 
land rights of jum (swidden) cultivators, by filing false and harassful criminal cases and through 
other means,  
 
Concerned at the rising corrupt practices in illegal trade in timber involving Forest Department 
officials and city-based business people, 
 
Aware that most of the timber and bamboo needs of the country are met not from government-
managed forests but from homestead plantations, 
 
Encouraged that indigenous peoples are successfully protecting village common forests for their 
religious, cultural, social and economic needs, 
 
Further encouraged that rural farmers are continuing to plant trees and taking other measures to 
protect the local ecology and to meet their domestic biomass needs,  
 
We, the representatives of indigenous peoples, forest-dependent communities, NGOs, research 
organisations, social, cultural and political workers and the academic community, meeting at Dhaka 
on 9 June, 2001, unanimously demand that: 
 

Laws & Policies 
 
1. The Forest (Amendment) Act of 2000,  be repealed as it is anti-people and anti-

environment and because it vests Forest Department officials with draconian powers that 
are liable to be misused; 

 
2. The Forestry Master Plan, the National Forestry Policy, the Forest Act of 1927 and related 

laws and policies be amended through a democratic and transparent process to protect the 
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rights of communities living within and around forest areas and to seek a balance 
between industrial, biomass and environmental needs;  

 
Structured Social Forestry Models 

 
3. The process of drafting the Social Forestry Rules of 2000 be kept in abeyance until such 

time as a democratic and transparent process of consultation is started;  
 
4. The existing models of social forestry as practised by the Forest Department and proposed 

to be formalised by the (Draft) Social Forestry Rules, 2000 be rejected and discontinued 
because they ignore the land rights of participants, and give them much responsibility but 
no powers; 

 
Unstructured Indigenous Model of Social Forestry: Village Common Forests  

 
5. The unstructured models of social forestry, such as the management of village common 

forests, be supported; 
 

Farmers' Plantations 
 
6. The farmers' efforts in homestead forestry be assisted by the Government;  
 

Logging, Plantation and Natural Regeneration  
 

7. Logging in the natural forests and their conversion into commercial and industrial 
plantations be totally stopped; 

 
8. Natural regeneration of degraded forests be given priority over plantation and re-

plantation; 
 
Joint Management of Government-owned Forests 

 
9. All types of government-managed forests, including reserved, protected, vested and 

acquired forests, be administered and managed through an equal partnership between the 
Forest Department and local communities; 

 
10. Local communities be given a substantial share in the income from all types of government-

managed forests and plantations;  
 
11. Adequate measures be taken to stop or control corruption within the Forest Department; 
 

Fundamental Human Rights and Forestry Policies  
 
12. The land and other human rights of inhabitants of reserved, protected, acquired, vested and 

other government-managed forests be expressly recognised and implemented; 
 
13. The long-term residents of government-managed forests, including reserved forests, be 

allowed to cultivate land for their basic consumption needs; 
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14. The continuing pattern of the violation of the human rights of inhabitants of reserved, 

protected, vested and acquired forests and adjoining areas by Forest Department and 
Police personnel be immediately stopped and the victims compensated, as appropriate; 

 
Gender 

 
15. Gender equity be integrated into all Forest-related laws, policies and programmes; 
 
16. The misuse of the Forest Act of 1927 to unlawfully arrest, detain, assault and harass forest-

dwellers, including women, be immediately stopped;  
 

Indigenous Knowledge Systems 
 
17. The indigenous knowledge systems related to forest management be formally 

acknowledged and such knowledge be utilised equitably with the consent of the community 
concerned; 

 
18. The role of indigenous forestry technologies such as Taungya and the role of indigenous 

communities in raising plantations managed by the Government be formally acknowledged 
and the benefits therefrom equitably shared with the concerned communities,  
 
Eco Parks  

 
17. The process of creating eco parks without the knowledge and consent of the inhabitants of 

the areas concerned be immediately stopped. 
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Appendix 28 

 
Rangamati Land Declaration 2002 

 
 

Rangamati Land Declaration♦ 
Pedatingting, Rangamati, Chittagong Hill Tracts 

07 June, 2002 
 
 
Recalling that the indigenous peoples of the CHT were living in and occupying the CHT since time 
immemorial, and long before the region was annexed to the British Empire, and later included 
within Pakistan and Bangladesh, 

Having regard to the fact the CHT has been recognized by law as a “tribal-inhabited area”, 

Recalling further that the Government of Bangladesh has ratified the ILO Convention on Indigenous 
and Tribal Populations (Convention No. 107) of 1957 and the Convention on Biological Diversity, 

Bearing in mind that the lands, forests, water bodies and the resources thereon are vital to the 
political, social, economic and environmental needs of the peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
(CHT), 

Reiterating that the full and formal recognition of the customary and other land and resource rights 
of the indigenous peoples of the CHT is vital for their cultural integrity and survival as distinct 
peoples,  
 
Reiterating our full support to the Adivasi Declaration of 1997, the Rangamati Declaration of 1998 
and the Dhaka Forest Declaration of 2001, 
 
Reiterating our solidarity with and support for struggles of the indigenous peoples and minorities 
of the country to establish their land rights, 
 
Condemning the eviction of indigenous people for the creation of Eco Parks, 
 
Concerned that many important provisions of the CHT Accord of 1997, including on transfer of 
authority to the hill district councils, dispute settlement by the CHT Land Commission, cancellation 
of land leases to non-residents and land grants to landless indigenous people, remain 
unimplemented, 
 
Concerned further that: 
 

The basic land and human rights of inhabitants of the reserved forests are being denied and 
constantly violated and their communities treated like slaves,  

 
The Government continues to discriminate in favour of government-sponsored Bengali 
settlers and against the permanent residents of the CHT by providing food grains and other 

♦Unanimously adopted by representatives of different indigenous peoples’ organizations, NGOs and institutions, at a seminar on 
“Land Laws, Land Management and the Land Commission in the Chittagong Hill Tracts”organized by the Committee for the 
Protection of Forest and Land Rights in the CHT in Rangamati, Chittagong Hill Tracts on 7 June, 2002. This is a translation of the 
original Bengali version by Raja Devasish Roy. 
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material support to the aforesaid settlers to the exclusion of all other sections of the CHT 
population, 

 
Many of the international Jumma refugees and all of the internally displaced hill people 
remain unrehabilitated in their original homes and lands,  

 
The notifications purporting to create new reserved forests on ancestral lands owned, 
occupied and used by CHT peoples have not yet been revoked by the Government of 
Bangladesh despite assurances to that effect, 

 
The Government is planning to raise and lower the water level of the Karnaphuli reservoir 
(“Kaptai Lake”) to increase electricity production, without taking into account the loss of 
access to farmlands, 

 
That the Government is continuing with the process of mining for natural gas and oil in the 
CHT without the prior informed consent of the people of the region, 

 
We, the representatives of different peoples, institutions and organizations from the three districts 
of the Chittagong Hill Tracts adopt this declaration on land to be called the Rangamati Land 
Declaration and make the following demands, proposals and recommendations: 

 
A. To the Government of Bangladesh: 
 

Transfer of Land Administration Authority to Hill District Councils  

1. To immediately transfer full land administration authority to the three hill district councils 
in accordance with the CHT Accord of 1997 and the Local Government Council Acts of 
1989; 

 
Transfer of Authority on Law and Order and Police to Hill District Councils 

2. To immediately transfer full authority on law and order and police matters to the three hill 
district councils in accordance with the CHT Accord of 1997 and the Local Government 
Council Acts of 1989; 

 
Amendment of CHT Land Commission Act 

3. To amend the CHT Land Commission Act of 2001 in accordance with the provisions of the 
CHT Accord of 1997 to enable it to take decisions in an open, transparent and democratic 
manner by following the laws, customs, usages and systems of the CHT, and to enable it to 
start its prescribed work without further delay;  

 

Cancellation of Non-residents’ Land Leases 

4. To cancel without further delay all leases and settlements granted to non-residents in 
violation of the CHT Regulation of 1900 and the laws, customs and usages of the CHT; 
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Revocation of Notifications on Creation of New Reserved Forests  

5.  To immediately revoke and cancel all notifications and orders from 1989 to today 
purporting to create new reserved forests on lands owned, occupied and used by the CHT 
peoples; 

 

Non-application of Forest (Amendment) Act, 2000 to CHT 

6. To refrain from applying the Forest (Amendment) Act of 2000 to the Chittagong Hill Tracts; 
 

Implement Provisions on ILO Convention 107 & Biodiversity Convention 

7. To implement the provisions of the ILO Convention No. 107 and the Convention on 
Biological Diversity by passing necessary laws, orders and directives, particularly 
concerning land, forests, biodiversity and indigenous knowledge; 

 

Co-management of Reserved Forests 

8. To provide for the co-management of the reserved forests including the Ministry of 
Environment and Forest, the Hill District Councils and the communities living in and 
around the reserved forests and to arrange for the equitable distribution of the income 
from such forests; 

 

Rehabilitation of Refugees & Internally Displaced People 

9. To take immediate steps for the proper rehabilitation of the unrehabilitated India-returned 
Jumma refugees and the internally displaced hillpeople in their own homes and lands; 

 

Food Grain Support etc. to all Permanent Residents as for Settlers 

10. To provide food grains and other material support to all permanent residents of the CHT in 
the same manner as the Government is providing to the government-sponsored Bengali 
settlers; 

 

Food Grain Support to Refugees and Displaced People 

11. To provide regular food grain support to the unrehabilitated international Jumma refugees 
and all the internally displaced hillpeople until such time as they are rehabilitated in their 
own homes and lands; 

 

Amendment of CHT Regulation, 1900 & Related Laws 

12. To amend the CHT Regulation and related laws to bring it in conformity with the Local 
Government Council Acts  of 1989 (as amended), the CHT Accord of 1997 and the CHT 
Regional Council Act of 1998; 
 

Transfer Deputy Commissioner’s Powers to Hill District Councils 

13. To transfer the Deputy Commissioner’s powers to the Hill District Councils; 
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Amendment of Bazar Fund Manual and Grant of Magistracy and Certificate Powers on 
Land and Revenue Issues to Hill District Councils 

 

14.       To amend the Bazar Fund Manual in conformity with the CHT Accord of 1997 and to assign 
magistracy and certificate powers on land and revenue issues to the Hill District Councils; 

Legal Recognition of Customary Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

 

15.  To provide legal recognition to the customary land and natural resource rights of the 
indigenous peoples;  

Cancellation of Settlements and Leases made in Violation of CHT Regulation& LGC Acts 

16.  To cancel all settlements and leases on lands that were made in violation of the CHT 
Regulation of 1900 and the Local Government Council Act of 1989; 

  

Clear Recognition of the Role of Headman Land Administration  

17. To provide clear legal recognition of the role of headman in land administration 
settlements through necessary legal reforms; 

 

Land Grants to Landless Hillpeople 

18. To provide grants of 2 acres of plain land and 5 acres of hilly land (in case of non-
availability of plain land) to landless hill families in conformity with the CHT Accord of 
1997; 

 

Redistribution of Acquisitioned Land for Air Force to the Affected People  

19. To re-distribute the unutilized and cultivable land acquisitioned by the Bangladesh Air 
Force in Bandarban district to local people on a priority basis, instead of to non-residents, 
as is being currently done; 

 

Land Rights of Reserved Forest Dwellers 

20. To recognize the land and resource rights of the inhabitants of the reserved forests, where 
plain lands are available, to dereserve the same and provide settlements to reserved forest 
dwellers, or to lease out the same to them as applicable and appropriate.  

 

Elimination of Gender Discrimination 

21.  To eliminate gender discrimination in all sectors of land management and administration in 
CHT; 
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 No Development Projects without Prior Informed Consent (PIC) of Indigenous People 

22. No development projects including forestry, extraction of natural and mineral resources to 
be implemented in the CHT without the prior informed consent (PIC) of the indigenous 
peoples. 

  

 

 

 Training on Indigenous Society, Culture and Customs for Government Officials  

23. To provide training and to take other necessary steps for raising awareness about 
indigenous society, culture and customs amongst functionaries of government institutions 
and departments; 

 

Inclusion of All Land Disputes of Indigenous Peoples within the Jurisdiction of the CHT Land 
Commission 

24. To include all kinds of land disputes between indigenous peoples and governmental and 
non--governmental organizations within the jurisdiction of the CHT Land Commission; 

 

 Publication of Laws Applicable to CHT 

25. To publish a clear list of all laws that are applicable to the CHT; 

 

 Redistribution of Fringeland 

26. To redistribute the fringelands of Karnaphuli reservoir area on a priority basis to the 
original owners if the lands resurface from the water;  

 

Legal Reforms to Remove Inconsistencies between CHT Laws in Conformity with CHT 
Accord of 1997   

27. To initiate legal reforms to remove the inconsistencies between the CHT Regulation, 1900 
on the one hand and the Local Government Council Act, 1989 and the Regional Council Act, 
1998 on the other, in conformity with the CHT Accord of 1997; 

No Survey until Rehabilitation of International Hill Refugees and Internally Displaced 
Hill People and the Settlement of Disputes by the Land Commission 

 

28. No land survey to be undertaken in the CHT until the rehabilitation of the international hill 
refugees and the internally displaced hill people and the settlement of disputes by the Land 
Commission are completed, and to use modern equipment and technology during the next 
survey; 
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Proper Rehabilitation of Bengali Settlers outside CHT for repossession of Hillpeople’s 
Land 

29. In order to facilitate the repossession of dispossessed lands of hill people, to properly and 
respectfully rehabilitate Bengali settlers outside the CHT where their settlement has led to 
the dispossession of hillpeople. 

 

 Compensation to People Affected by Karnafuli Reservoir 

30. To give equitable compensation to those Kaptai Dam affected people who have not received 
any or any adequate compensation. 

 

 Recognition of the Role of Headman in Land Administration 

31. To provide full recognition to the role of headman in land administration through legal 
reforms;  

 

 All CHT Peoples’ and Women’s Participation in Regional & District Councils 

32. To enable the representatives of all the peoples of the CHT to be members of the CHT 
Regional and the Hill District Councils in a direct and equitable manner and to provide for 
equitable membership of and equitable and full participation of women from all the CHT 
peoples in the decision-making processes of the CHT Regional and the Hill District Councils. 

 
B. To the CHT Regional Councils:  
 

All CHT Peoples’ Participation in Regional Councils 
 
33.  To enable the representatives of all the peoples of the CHT to be members of the CHT 

Regional Council in a direct and equitable manner; 

 

Women’s Participation in Regional Councils 

34. To provide for equitable membership of and equitable and full participation of women from 
all the CHT peoples in the decision-making processes of the CHT Regional Council; 

 

Land & Resources Policy 

35. To adopt a comprehensive land and natural resource use policy; 

 

Research, Planning & Implementation Cell on Land 

36. To create a research, planning & implementation cell on land and natural resource issues; 
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Advise GOB on Legislation 

37. To advise the Government of Bangladesh to amend the CHT Regulation of 1900 to remove  
inconsistencies with the Local Government Council Act, 1989 and Regional Council Act, 
1998 in conformity with the CHT Accord of 1997. 

 

C. To the Hill District Councils: 

 

All CHT Peoples’ Participation in District Councils 
 
38.  To enable the representatives of all the peoples of the CHT to be members of the Hill 

District Council in a direct and equitable manner; 

 

Women’s Participation in District Councils 

39. To provide for equitable membership of and equitable and full participation of women from 
all the CHT peoples in the decision-making processes of the Hill District Council; 

 

Land & Resources Policy 

40. To adopt a comprehensive land and natural resource use policy; 

 

Research, Planning & Implementation Cell on Land 

41. To create a research, planning & implementation cell on land and natural resource issues; 

 

Advise GOB on Legislation 

42. To advise the Government of Bangladesh to amend the CHT Regulation of 1900 to remove 
its inconsistencies with the Local Government Council Act, 1989 and Regional Council Act, 
1998 in conformity with the CHT Accord of 1997; 

 

 Management of Bazar Fund 

43. To pass a regulation for the proper management of Bazar Fund.  

 

D. To the CHT Land Commission: 

 

 Timeframe for the Settlement of Disputes of Land Disputes 

44. To fix a definite timeframe for expeditious and proper settlement of all land disputes by the 
Land Commission; 
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 Priority to the Customary Rights 

45. To give priority to the customary rights of indigenous peoples in the settlement of disputes 
by the Land Commission; 

 

Primary Investigation by Members/Officers of the Land Commission 

46. To delegate responsibilities of primary investigation in each district to the 
members/officers of the Land Commission as investigation of all disputes by the full 
Commission will be time-consuming.  

 

E.  To the Headmen: 

 

For Headmen to Follow CHT Laws, Customs, Systems and Practices on Revenue and 
Land Issues 

For the Headmen to carry out their responsibilities on revenue and land issues in consonance with 
CHT laws, customs, systems and practices. 
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Appendix 29 

 

Draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015 
 

The Forest Act, 1927 (Amendment 2015)  
 

 
 1| mswÿß wk‡ivbvg I cÖeZ©b|Ñ (1) GB AvBb The Forest Act, 1927 (Amendment 2015) bv‡g AwfwnZ 

nB‡e| 

 

 2| Act No. XVI of 1927 Gi c~Y©vsM wk‡ivbvg I cȪ Ívebvi ms‡kvab|ÑForest Act, 1927 (Act XVI of 
1927), AZtci D³ Actewjqv DwjøwLZ, Gi c~Y©vsM wk‡ivbvg As‡k DwjøwLZ “An Act to” kã¸wji ci “make 
provisions for the conservation and sustainable use of forests”kã¸wj I Kgv Ges cȪ Ívebv As‡k D‡jøwLZ 

“expedient to” DwjøwLZ “An Act to” kã¸wji ci “make provisions for the conservation and 
sustainable use of forests” kã¸wj I Kgvmwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e| 
 

3| Act No. XVI of 1927Gi section 2Gi ms‡kvab|ÑD³ Act Gi section 2GiÑ  

 

(K) Clause (1)Gi ci wbgœiƒc b~Zb Clause (1A)mwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e, h_v tÑ "(1A) ‘Forest’ means 
such land, which is the property ofGovernment, or over which the Government has 
ownership rights, or to the whole or any part of the forest-produce to which  the 
Government is entitled and which is declared as forest under this Act and also includes 
reserved forests, protected forests and other forests;”; 

 
2(A) Clause (1)Gi ci wbgœiƒc b~Zb Clause (2A)mwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e, h_v tÑ “(2A) Forest Settlement 
officer means one or more officers appointed by Government under section 4 of this 
Act.”  
 
(L) Clause (4)Gi sub-clause (b)Giparargraph (iii)Gi cwie‡Z© wbgœiƒc parargraph  
(iii)cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e, h_v tÑ 

 
(iii)  “wild animals and skins, tusks, horns, bones, silk, cocoons, honey, wax, fish and 
fish products and all other parts of produce of animals, and”; 
 
(M) Clause (4A) Gi ci wbgœiƒcClauses(4B), (4C), (4D) Ges Clause 7 Gi ci Clause 8, 9, 10 
ms‡hvwRZ nB‡e |  

 

(4B) “other forest” means forest declared by the Government as forest under sub-section 
34A of this Act; 
 

(4C) “protected forest” means forest declared as protected forest under section 29 of this 
Act; 
 
(4D) “reserved forest” means forest declared as reserved forest under section 20 of this 
Act; 
 
8. Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFPs) are any product or service other than timber that 
is produced in forests. They include fruits and nuts, vegetables, fish and game, medicinal 
plants, resins, escencies and a range of barks and fibres, such as, bamboo, rattans, and a 
host of other palms and grasses.  
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9. Wasteland is an unused area of land that has become barren or overgrown or land that 
is uncultivated, barren or without vegetation. 
10. Charland is land located in an active river basin that is subject to erosion and 
accretion. 

 

4|Act No. XVI of 1927Gi section 4Gi ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act Gi section 4Gi cwie‡Z© wbgœiƒc section 
4cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e, any land Gi c‡i as kã hy³ nB‡e 4(a) – such land Gi c‡i as kã hy³ nB‡e, h_v t- 

 
4. Notification byGovernment. -(l) Whenever it has been decided to constitute any land 
as a reserved forest, the Government shall issue a notification in the official Gazette – 

(a)declaring that it has been decided to constitute such land as a reserved forest;  
 

5| Act No. XVI of 1927Gi section 6 Gi ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act Gi section 6 Gi Clause(c)G DwjøwLZ 

“three months andnot more than fourmonths”kã¸wji cwie‡Z© “sixmonths and not morethan 
eighteen months”kã¸wj cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

6| Act No. XVI of 1927Gi Gi ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act Gi section 9G DwjøwLZ “extinguished”kãwUi c‡i 

DwjøwLZ Kgvi cwie‡Z© dzj÷c ewm‡e Ges AZtci wbgœiƒc kã¸wj, Kgv¸wj, msL¨v¸wj Ges dzj÷c wejyß nB‡e, h_v tÑ  

unless, before the notification under section 20 is published, the person claiming them satisfies 
the Forest Settlement-officer that he had sufficient cause for not preferring such claim within the 
period fixed under section 6. | 

 

7|Act No. XVI of 1927Gi section 16AGi ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act Gi section 16A Gi sub-section(1) Gi 

clause (i) G DwjøwLZ “section 6 and 9” kã¸wj I msL¨v¸wji cwie‡Z© “section 6”  I msL¨v cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 
8| Act No. XVI of 1927Gi section 20Gi ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act Gi section 20Gi sub-section (1)Gi 

clause (a) G DwjøwLZ “Or section 9”kã¸wj I msL¨v wejyß nB‡e| 

 
 9| Act No. XVI of 1927 Gi section26 Gi ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act Gi section 26 Gi sub-section (1) G 

DwjøwLZ “six months”, Ges“two thousand taka” kã¸wj cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

10|Act No. XVI of 1927Gi section 30Gi ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act Gi section 30Gi clause (b) G DwjøwLZ 

“not exceeding thirty years”kã¸wj I Kgv¸wj wejyß nB‡e| 

 

11| Act No. XVI of 1927Gi section 33Gi ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act Gi section 33Gi sub-section (1) G 

DwjøwLZ “six months”Ges “two thousand taka” kã¸wji cwie‡Z© “one year” Ges “ten thousand taka” 

kã¸wj cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

12|Act No. XVI of 1927Gi CHAPTER IVGi wk‡ivbvg ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act Gi CHAPTER IVGi 

wk‡ivbvg “OF PROTECTED FORESTS” Gi cwie‡Z© wbgœiƒc wk‡ivbvg cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e, h_v tÑ“OF 
PROTECTED FORESTS AND OTHER FORESTS”| 

 

13|Act No. XVI of 1927G Sections34AG 34BGi ms‡kvab| D³  Act Gi Sections34AG 
34Bmwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e, h_v tÑ 

 
34A. Other Forests.-(1) The Government may, by notification in the official Gazette, declare 
the provisions of this Chapter, as faras it is a applicable to any waste-land or char land or forest 
plantation, which is not included in a reserved forest or protected forest but which is the property 
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of Government, or over which the Government has proprietary right, or to the whole or any 
part of the forest-produce to which the Government is entitled.  
 
(2) The waste-land, char land orforest plantation comprised in any such notification shall be 
called asother forests. 
 
34B. Acts Prohibited in other forests. – Any person who commits any of the following 
offences, namely:- 
 
 (a) fells, girdles, lops, taps, or burns any tree or  strips off the bark or leaves from, or otherwise 
damage the same;  
 
(b) clears or breaks up any land for cultivation or any other purpose or cultivates or attempts to 
cultivate any land in any other manner; 
 
(c) sets fire to a other forests, or, kindles any fire, or leaves any fire burning, in  such manner as 
to endanger such a forest; 
 
(d) in contravention of any rules made in this behalf by the Government, hunts, shoots, fishes, 
poisons water or sets traps or snares; or 
 
(e) establishes saw-pits or saw benches or converts trees into timber without lawful authority; 
 
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year and shall also 
be liable to fine which extend to ten thousand taka, in addition, to such compensation for 
damage done to the forest as the convicting Court may direct to pay. 
 

14| Act No. XVI of 1927Gi Section 38CGi ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act GiSection 38CGi sub-section (1)G 

DwjøwLZ “threat toproperty,”kã¸wj I Kgvi ci “conservationof biodiversity, natural heritage, 
andecosystem” kã¸wj I Kgv¸wj mwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e| 
 

15|Act No. XVI of 1927 Gi Section 39Gi ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act GiSection 39Gi- Chapter VI & VII 
“Other forest produce” Gi ’̄‡j “non-timber forest-products” cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 39G “Other forest 
produce” Gi ’̄‡j “non- timber forest-products” cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

(K) sub-section (1)G DwjøwLZ “forest-produce”kã¸wj I nvB‡d‡bi cwie‡Z© “non-timberforest-products 
orother services” kã¸wj I nvB‡db cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 
 

(L) sub-section (1)Gi clause (a)G DwjøwLZ “which is produced” kã¸wji ci “or rendered” kã¸wj 

mwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e| 

 

16 |Act No. XVI of 1927Gi Section 41 Gi ms‡kvab| D³Act GiSection 41 Gisub-section(1) G 

“other forest-produce Gicwie‡Z© “non-timberforest-products” Ges sub-section (2) Giclause (h) G 

DwjøwLZ “and brick-fields”kã¸wji cwie‡Z©  “brick-fields, theselling of bamboo, sawn timber 
andround logs” kã¸wj I Kgv¸wj cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

41(2)(b) “other produse” Gi ’̄‡j “non-timber forest-products” cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

41(2)(d) “other produse” Gi ’̄‡j  “non-timber forest-products”cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

41(2)(e) “other produse” Gi ’̄‡j “non-timber forest-products” cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 
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41(2)(f) “other produse” Gi ’̄‡j “non-timber forest-products” cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 
17| Act No. XVI of 1927Gi Section 42 Gi ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act GiSection 42 Gisub-section (1)G 

DwjøwLZ “three years”,   “two months”“ten thousand taka”, Ges   Ótwo thousand taka”  kã¸wji 

cwie‡Z©  h_vµ‡g “fiveyears”, “six months”, “fifty thousand taka”Ges“five thousand taka”kã¸wj 

cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

42(2)(a) “other  forest produce” Gi ’̄‡j “non-timber forest-products” cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

42(2)(b) “other forest produce” Gi ’̄‡j “non-timber forest-products” cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

42(2)(d) “other forest produce” Gi ’̄‡j “non-timber forest-products” cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

42(2)(e) “other  forest produce” Gi ’̄‡j “non-timber forest-products” cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

42(2)(f) “other forest  produce” Gi ’̄‡j“non-timber forest-products” cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

18|Act No. XVI of 1927Gi Section43Gi ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act GiSection 54G DwjøwLZ  “other forest-
produce” Gi ’̄‡j “non-timber forest-products” cªwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e| 

 

19|Act No. XVI of 1927Gi Section54Gi ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act GiSection 54G DwjøwLZ “the magistrate 
shall” kã¸wj I Kgvi cwie‡Z© “within thirty days” kã¸wj I Kgv mwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e| 

 

20| Act No. XVI of 1927Gi Section56Gi ms‡kvab|Ñ D³ Act GiSection 56Gi we`¨gvb weavb sub-
section (1) wnmv‡e msL¨vwqZ nB‡e Ges AZtci wb¤œiƒc b~Zb sub-section (2) ms‡hvwRZ nB‡eh_v t- 

 

(2) No forest-produce and tools, vassels and vehicles used in committing any forest offence and 
siezed under section 52 of this Act shall be released as interim meassure by the Court before 
conclusion of trial for forest offence. 
 
21|Act No. XVI of 1927 Gi Section 58Gi ms‡kvab| D³ ActGi Section 58 G wbgœiƒc Explanation 
mwbœ‡ek nB‡e, h_v t- 

 

Explanation : Any forest produce, specified in clause (a), sub-clauses (i), (ii), (iii) and (iv) of 
clause (b) and clause (6) under section 2 of the Act, shall be treated as property subject to speedy 
and natural decay for the purpose of this section. 
 

22|Act No. XVI of 1927Gi Section 69BGi ms‡kvab|-D³ ActGi section 69AGi ci wbgœiƒc bZzb 

section 69Bmwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e, h_v t- 

 
69B.Procedure upon use of firearms, -  
In the course of his official duties when a forest officer has been compelled to resort to the use 
of firearms in exercise of his right of private defence of person or property, the following 
procedures will be followed as laid down in the rules. 
 

23|Act XVI of 1927Gi section 76Gi ms‡kvab| - D³ ActGi section 76Gi clause (a) Gici wbgœiƒc bZzb 

clause (aa)mwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e, h_v t-  
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(aa) to constitute local forest management committee and regulate the selection of 
community members, and limit their powers and duties. 
 
24|Act XVI of 1927Gi section 77Gi ms‡kvab| D³ Act Gi section 77Gi Òsix months”Ges 

Òfivethousand taka” kã¸wji cwie‡Z© h_vµ‡g “two years” Ges Òfiftythousand taka” kã¸wj cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ 

nB‡e| 

 

25| Act XVI of 1927Gi section  84A, 84B Ges84CGi mwbœ‡ek| D³ Act Gi section 84Gi ci wb¤œiƒc 
section84A. 84BGes84Cmwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e, h_v tÑ 

 

84A. Lease of forest land prohibited.- Nothwithstanding contained in any other law for the 
time being in force, no forests shall  be leased out or handed over in partly or fully with 
usufractuary or easement right to any private individual or any agency in any form or for any 
purpose including construction of roads, infrastructure, brick-fields and establishment of 
industries subject to the provision under section 27. 
 
84B.  Obligation of hearing forest officer in preparing record of rights – Notwithstanding 
anything contained in any other law for the time being in force, no land, recorded in favour of 
the Forest Department or Deputy Commissioner, on behalf of the Government, shall be recorded 
in the name of any private individual or any agency in the course of any survey and settlement 
operation until the nearest forest officer is given the opportunity to be heard. 
 
84C. Reaffirmation of traditional and customary rights of the ethnic minority group- 
Special measures shall be undertaken to protect the traditional and customary rights of the ethnic 
minority group as recognized in the existing laws. 
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Appendix 30 
Draft CHT Forest Transit Rules 2010 

 
 

1, msw¶ß wk‡ivbvg I 

cÖ‡qvM|- 

GB wewagvjvÔcve©Z¨ †Rjv mgy‡niebR`ªe¨ PjvPj wewagvjv, 2010Õ bv‡g AwfwnZ nB‡e| 

2| Bnv cve©Z¨ †Rjv iv½vgvwU, LvMovQwo I ev›`ievb GjvKvi Rb¨ cÖ‡hvR¨ nB‡e| 

 

 

2, msÁv|- welq ev cÖms‡Mi cwicš’x wKQz bv _vwK‡j G wewagvjvq,- 

 

(1) ÒA‡kªYxf~³ ebf~wgÓ A_© iv½vgvwU, LvMovQwo I ev›`ievb †Rjvi Awa‡¶Îvaxb †WcywU 

Kwgkbvi KZ©„K wbqwš¿Z miKvix gvwjKvbvaxb ebf~wg| 

 

(2) ÒAby‡gvw`Z wW‡cvÓ A_© wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi Aby‡gv`bµ‡g GKwU wbw`©ó mg‡qi Rb¨ 

¯’vcbK…Z ebR`ª‡e¨i A¯’vqx wW‡cv; 

 

(3)ÒAvBbÓ A_© Forest Act, 1927 (Act. No. XVI of 1927);  
 

(4)ÒZdwmjÓ A_© GB wewagvjvi mwnZ mshy³ †Kvb Zdwmj;  

 

(5) Ò`dvÓ A_© A_©  AvB‡bi †Kvb `dv; 

 

(6)ÒavivÓ A_©AvB‡bi †Kvb aviv; (7)ÒwbewÜZ wW‡cvÓ A_© wewa 12 Gi Dcwewa (3) Gi Aaxb 

wbewÜZ †Kvb wW‡cv;  

 

(8)Òwba©vwiZ kZ©Ó A_© mswk-ó di‡g D‡j-wLZ kZ©vejx; 

 

(9)ÒcviwgUÓ A_© dig-8 Abyhvqx Bmy¨K„Z AbygwZcÎ; 

 

(10)ÒcvkÓ A_© dig-1 Abyhvqx Bmy¨K…Z ebR`ª‡e¨i cwienb cvk 

 

(11)ÒdigÓ A_© GB wewagvjvi mwnZ mshy³ †Kvb dig;  

 

(12) Òdvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU A_© †h †Kvb ai‡bi ¶z`ª wkí †hLv‡b evwbwR¨K 

D‡Ï‡k¨ ebR ª̀e¨ wPivB, KZ©b ev Ab¨ †Kvb Dcv‡q Bnvi AvKv‡ii cÖ‡qvRbxq cwieZ©b, ms‡hvRb, 

cÖwµqvRvZKiY ev msi¶‡Yi gva¨‡g e¨envi Dc‡hvMx Kwiqv †Zvjv nq; 

 

(13)Òwd«-jvB‡mÝÓ A_© wewa 7 Gi Dcwewa (6) Gi Aaxb Bmy¨K…Z †Kvb jvB‡mÝ;  

 

(14)ÒebR ª̀e¨Ó A_© AvB‡bi aviv 2 Gi h_vµ‡g `dv (4) Ges `dv (6) G mÁvwqZ “Forest 
Produce” I “Timber 
 

(15)Òe¨e ’̄vcbv cwiKíbvÓ A_© †Kvb wbw`©ó f~wgi e„¶ KZ©b, AvniY, cybt †ivcb I e¨e ’̄vcbv 

msµvš— Kg©cwiKíbv; 

 

(16)Òwfwbqvi d¨v±ixÓ A_© GK ai‡bi ¶z`ª wkí KviLvbv †hLv‡b wU¤v̂i Gi ¸wo nB‡Z h‡š¿i 

mvnv‡h¨ wU¤v̂‡ii nvjKv AveiY ˆZix Kwiqv wU¤v̂i Gi mvgMÖx ev e¨envi Dc‡hvMx wU¤v̂i Gi Av¯—

iY ‰Zix Kiv nq; 

 

(17)ÒivR¯̂ cviwgUÓ A_© wewa 5 Gi Aax‡b Bmy¨K…Z ivR¯̂ cviwgU  

 

(18)ÒmvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRbÓ wewa 4(1) ev, †¶ÎgZ, wewa 8(1)(M) Gi Aaxb Bmy¨K…Z 
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mvwU©wd‡KU| 

 

3. cwienb c‡_i 

wbqš¿Y|- 

1) ebR ª̀e¨ cwien‡b e¨eüZ ev e¨envi‡hvM¨ †Kvb  iv¯—v, b`x, Lvj, bvjv, Qov ev Ab¨ †Kvb 

Rjc‡_ ev Dnvi Zx‡i †Kvb ai‡bi cÖwZeÜKZv m„wó A_ev Dnv‡`i MwZ c‡_i †Kvb ai‡bi 

cwieZ©b Kiv hvB‡e bv|   

(2) Dc-wewa (1) G D‡j-wLZ cÖwZeÜKZv m„wó ev Dnv‡`i MwZ c‡_i †Kvb ai‡bi cwieZ©b Kiv 

nB‡j mswk-ó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, cÖwZeÜKZv m„wóKvix ev MwZ c‡_i cwieZ©bKvix e¨w³‡K 

wbw`©ó mg‡qi g‡a¨ D³ cÖwZeÜKZv AcmviY ev MwZc_ c~e©ve ’̄vq Avbq‡bi Rb¨ wb‡`©k cÖ̀ vb 

Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb A_ev wbR D‡`¨v‡M D³iƒc AcmviY ev MwZc_ c~e©ve ’̄vq Avbq‡bi e¨e ’̄v MÖnY 

c~e©K H e¨w³i wbKU nB‡Z D³ AcmviY ev c~e©ve ’̄vq Avbqb Kv‡Ri LiP  Av`vq Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb| 

 

(3) †Kvb e¨w³ Dcwewa (2) G D‡j-wLZ Li‡Pi UvKv cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z A¯x̂Kvi Kwi‡j wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v, D³ e¨w³i wbKU nB‡Z Dnv  Public Demands Recovery Act. 1913, GiAaxb 

miKvix cvIbv wnmv‡e  Av`vq Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

4. msiw¶Z ebf~wg 

(Reserved Forest), 
iw¶Z ebf~wg (Protected 
Forest), AwR©Z ebf~wg 

(Acquired Forest), 
Awc©Z ebf~wg (Vested 
Forest), mvgvwRK ebvqb 

Kg©m~Px Ges Ab¨vb¨  

miKvix gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg 

nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ AvniY, 

AcmviY ev cwienb|- 

(1) msiw¶Z ebf~wg (Reserved Forest), iw¶Z ebf~wg (Protected Forest), 
AwR©Z ebf~wg (Acquired Forest), Awc©Z ebf~wg (Vested Forest), mvgvwRK 

ebvqb Kg©m~Px Ges ebwefvM wbqš¿Yvaxb miKvix gvwjKvbvaxb Pif~wg I m„wRZ eb evMvb 

nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ AvniY, Kwi‡Z nB‡j ebR ª̀e¨ Avni‡Yi ˆeaZvi cÖgvY ¯̂iƒc wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v, ev Z`&KZ©„K ¶gZvcÖvß †Kvb eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z dig-5, ev †¶Î gZ 

dig-6 G Bmy¨K…Z mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb I Dnvi GKwU Abywjwc MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

 

 (2) Dcwewa (1) G ewY©Z ebf~wg nB‡Z AvnwiZ ebR`ªe¨ cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z dig-1 G Bmy¨K…Z cvk MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

 

 

(3) Dcwewa (1) G ewY©Z ebf~wg nB‡Z AvnwiZ ebR`ªe¨ cwien‡bi wbwgË mswk-ó 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z cvk MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ bvg, wcZvi bvg, ebR`ª‡e¨i cÖKvi, 

cwigvY, cwien‡b B”QyK ebR`ª‡e¨i Ae ’̄vb I Mš—e¨ ’̄j D‡j-L c~e©K Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e| 

 

(4) Dcwewa (3) G ewY©Z Av‡e`b cÎ cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`š— 

ev hvPvB evQvB Gi ci mwVK we‡ePbv Kwi‡j AbwaK 45 Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wba©vwiZ k‡Z© 

Av‡e`bKvix eivei dig-1 G cvk Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

 

(5)ebR`ªe¨ cwienb Kv‡j cwienbKvix‡K mswk-ó mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb ev, †¶ÎgZ, 

cvk ms‡M ivwL‡Z nB‡e|  

 

(6) ebR`e¨ cwienbKv‡j ev Zdwmj ÒLÓ G D‡j-wLZ eb ïé I cwi¶Y duvwo mg~n 

(ÒForest Revenue & Check Station”) AwZµg Kv‡j eb wefv‡Mi †Kvb Kg©KZ©v 

ev mve BÝ‡c±i c` gh©v`vi wb‡P b‡nb Ggb †Kvb cywjk Kg©KZ©v mswk-ó ebR `ª‡e¨i 

mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb ev, †¶Î gZ, cvk †`wL‡Z Pvwn‡j cwienbKvix Zvnv cÖ̀ k©b 

Kwi‡Z eva¨ _vwK‡eb| 

 

(7) mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb ev cvk G D‡j-wLZ ebR`ª‡e¨i AwZwi³ †Kvb ebR ª̀e¨ 

AvniY, AcmviY ev cwienb Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

 

(8) eb msi¶K cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a †bvwUwd‡Kkb bs 2399 di, Zvs 26/12/1959Bs Gi 

¶gZv e‡j cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a ¯̂xq Awa‡¶‡Î miKvix †M‡R‡U weÁwß Rvix Kwiqv eb ïé I 

cix¶Y duvwo ’̄vcb wKsev we`¨gvb eb ïé I cwi¶Y duvwo ’̄vbvš—i ev wejyß Kwi‡Z 
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cvwi‡eb|  

 

5. A‡kªYxf~³ ebf~wg 

(Unclassed State 
Forests) nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ 

AvniY, AcmviY ev 

cwienb|- 

(1) eb wefv‡Mi wbqš¿Yvaxb b‡n Giƒc A‡kÖYxf~³ eb nB‡Z cÖavb ebR`ªe¨ (KvV ev R¡vjvbx KvV) 

AvniY I cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j †WcywU Kwgkbv‡ii wbKU nB‡Z dig-13 G Av‡e`b Kwiqv 

ÒivR¯̂ cviwgUÓ MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Dwj-wLZ Av‡e`‡bi mv‡_ †nWg¨vb Gi wbKU nB‡Z cwiPq cÎ I ỳB Kwc 

mZ¨vwqZ cvm‡cvU© mvB‡Ri Qwe `vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e, Z‡e AcÖavb ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi †¶‡Î 

wba©vwiZ ivR¯̂ cwi‡kva c~e©K mswk-ó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z cviwgU MÖnY Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e 

 

(3) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci  ‡WcywU Kwgkbvi ebR `ª‡e¨i (KvV ev R¡vjvbx) 

cÖvc¨Zv m¤ú‡K© wefvMxq ebKg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z cÖwZ‡e`b MÖnY Kwi‡eb Ges cÖvc¨Zvi wfwË‡Z 

40 (Pwj-k) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ cviwgU Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

 

(4) cviwgU MÖnxZv KZ©„K mswk-ó †iÄ Awdmvi/†ókb Awdmvi Gi wbKU ivR¯̂ Rgv c~e©K Dc-

wewa (1) G ewY©Z ebf~wg nB‡Z AvnwiZ ebR ª̀e¨ cwien‡bi wbwg‡Ë mswk-ó wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©vi wbKU cvk MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ bvg, wcZvi bvg, ebR ª̀‡e¨i cÖKvi, cwigvY, cwien‡b B”QyK 

ebR`ª‡e¨i Ae¯’vb, Mš—e¨ ’̄j BZ¨vw` D‡j-L c~e©K Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 

(5) Dc-wewa (3)G ewY©Z Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`š— ev hvPvB 

evQvB‡qi ci mwVK we‡ePbv Kwi‡j weµq nvZzwoi Qvc cÖ̀ v‡bi e¨e¯’v MÖnY c~e©K AbwaK 45 

Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wba©vwiZ k‡Z© Av‡e`bKvix eivei dig-1 G cvk Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

 

(6) cve©Z¨ †Rjv mgy‡n emevmiZ DcRvZxq e¨vw³MY A‡kªbxfy³ ebvÂj nB‡Z webv ivR‡¯ ̂

wbR¯ ̂M„n¯’vjx e¨env‡ii Rb¨ R¡vjvbx KvV I Ab¨vb¨ AcÖavb ebR `ªe¨ (wbwl× †NvwlZ e¨ZxZ) 

msMÖn Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

6. moK I Rbc_, 

†ijc_, euva, ms‡hvM 

moK, BZ¨vw` f~wg nB‡Z 

ebR`ªe¨ AvniY, 

AcmviY ev cwienb|- 

(1) eb wefv‡Mi wbqš¿Yvaxb b‡n ev eb wefv‡Mi mvgvwRK ebvqb Kg©m~Pxi AvIZvf~³ b‡n GBiƒc 

moK I Rbc_, †ijc_, euva, ms‡hvM moK, †Rjv cwil` moK, ¯’vbxq miKvi I cÖ‡KŠkj 

wefv‡Mi moKmn Ab¨vb¨ miKvix gvwjKvbvaxb f‚wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ AvniY, AcmviY ev 

cwien‡bi cÖ‡qvRb nB‡j D³ f‚wg wbqš¿YKvix KZ…©c‡¶i by¨bZg †Rjv ch©v‡qi Kg©KZ©v‡K 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v eivei dig-3 GAv‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) G Dwj-wLZAv‡e`‡bi †cÖw¶‡Z AbwaK 45 Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v ev Zvnvi wbKU nB‡Z ¶gZvcÖvß †Kvb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K h_vh_ Z`š— c~e©K wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v D³ ebR`ªe¨ KZ©b I Avni‡bi AbygwZ cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡eb Ges GBiƒc Aby‡gvw`Z KZ©‡bi 

ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ebR ª̀‡e¨ cvk nvZzwoi Qvc (Pass Marking)  cÖ̀ vb I KwZ©Z ebR`ªe¨ 

cwien‡bi Rb¨ wba©vwiZ k‡Z© Av‡e`bKvix eivei dig-1 G cvk cÖ̀ v‡bi e¨e¯’v Kwi‡eb| 

 

7. ‡emiKvix 

gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg nB‡Z 

ebR`ªe¨ AvniY|- 

(1) wd« jvB‡mÝ e¨ZxZ †emiKvix e¨w³ wKsev cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg nB‡Z †Kvb ebR ª̀e¨ 

AvniY Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) G ewY©Z ebf~wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡bi Rb¨ f~wgi gvwjK KZ©„K wd« jvB‡mÝ 

Gi Rb¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU dig-2 G Av‡e`bcÎ `vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡et 

 

Z‡e kZ© _v‡K †h, GKB †nvwìs Gi wecix‡Z 2 ( ỳB) eQ‡ii g‡a¨ GKvwaKevi wd« jvB‡mÝ Gi 

Rb¨ Av‡e`b Kiv hvB‡e bv  

 

(3) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb wd« jvB‡mÝ MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ Av‡e`bc‡Îi mwnZ, cÖ‡hvR¨ ‡¶‡Î, 

wbgœewY©Z `wjjvw` `vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e, h_vt- 

 

(K)‡Rjv cÖkvmK ev Dc‡Rjv wbe©vnx Kg©KZ©v KZ…©K cÖ̀ Ë gvwjKvbv msµvš— f~wgi nvjbvMv` 

bKkvmn cÖZ¨qbcÎ| 
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(L) mswk-ó f~wgi Rixc bKkvi †Uªwms Kwc;  

 

(M) f~wgi LvRbv cÖ̀ v‡bi nvjbvMv` iwk` (wWwmAvi)| 

 

(N) Av‡e`bKvixi 4 (Pvi) Kwc mZ¨vwqZ cvm‡cvU© AvKv‡ii Qwe| 

 

(4) Dc-wewa (2)ewY©Z Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci mswk-ó †iÄ ev †ókb Kg©KZ©v- 

 

(K) Z`š— Kwiqv Av‡e`bcÎ I Av‡e`b c‡Îi mwnZ mshy³ g¨vc m‡iRwg‡b cix¶v KiZt 

mswk-ó f~wg Ges Av‡e`bc‡Î cÖ̀ wk©Z f~wgi ci¯úi wgj Av‡Q wKbv Dnv hvPvB KiZt D³ f~wg‡Z 

Aew¯’Z Mv‡Qi gvwK©s ZvwjKv cȪ ‘Z Kwi‡eb; 

 

(L) `dv (K) Gi Aaxb cȪ ‘ZK…Z gvwK©s ZvwjKv Abyhvqx ebR ª̀‡e¨i weeiY I AvbygvwbK cwigvY 

dig-2 Gi 6 bs Kjv‡g Zvnvi cÖwZ‡e`b mn ZvwiL D‡j-L c~e©K ¯̂v¶i KiZt AbwaK 40 

(Pwj-k) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU †diZ cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡eb; 

 

(5) f~wgi gvwjKvbv wel‡q †Kvb RwUjZv cwijw¶Z nB‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v welqwUi wb®úwËi 

j‡¶¨ †WcywU Kwgkbv‡ii wbKU †cÖiY Kwi‡eb Ges †WcywU Kwgkbvi cÖ‡qvRbxq hvPvB evQvB Kwiqv 

AbwaK wÎk (30) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU cÖwZ‡e`b †cÖiY Kwi‡eb| 

 

(6)Dc-wewa (4) Gi `dv (L) Abyhvqx †iÄ/†ókb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z cÖwZ‡e`bmn Av‡e`b 

cÎwU †diZ cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cÖwZ‡e`b wel‡q mš—ó nB‡j AbwaK 30 (wÎk) 

Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ webv ivR‡¯̂ Avni‡bi Rb¨ dig-4 G wd« jvB‡mÝ Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb|  

 

(7)emZ wfUvi 5 (cvuP) wU ch©š— MvQ (AbwaK †gvU 100 NbdzU KvV) cÖK…Z Awaevmxi Ri“ix 

cÖ‡qvR‡b Avni‡Yi Rb¨ ’̄vbxq †iÄ Kg©KZ©v we‡kl we‡ePbvq wd« cviwgU cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

(8) Dcwewa (7) Gi Aaxb  we‡kl we‡ePbvq wd« cviwgU cÖvwßi Rb¨ Ri“ix cÖ‡qvRb m¤ŵjZ 

¯’vbxq †Pqvig¨vb ev †nWg¨vb Gi cÖZ¨qb cÎ, Rwgi Rixc bKkv †Uªwms Kwc, nvjbvMv` iwk` I  

2( ỳB) Kwc Qwe mn Rwgi gvwjK‡K †iÂ Kg©KZ©vi wbKU Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

 

(9) Dc-wewa (8) Gi Aaxb cÖvß Av‡e`‡bi welqwU  m‡iRwg‡b Z`š— Kwiqv ’̄vbxq †iÄ Kg©KZ©v 

30 Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wd« cviwgU cÖ̀ vb Kwiqv h_vh_ gva¨‡g wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

cÖwZ‡e`b †cÖiY Kwi‡eb| 

 

(10)  †Kvb emZwfUvi gvwjK eQ‡i GK evi gvÎ we‡kl we‡ePbvi †hvM¨ nB‡eb|  

 

(11) GKRb †iÄ Kg©KZ©v gv‡m 2 wUi AwaK we‡kl we‡ePbvq cviwgU cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb bv| 

 

8. ‡emiKvix 

gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg nB‡Z 

ebR`ªe¨ cwienb|- 

(1) wewa 7 G ewY©Z f~wg nB‡Z AvnwiZ ebR`ªe¨ cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j wb‡¤§ewY©Z c`‡¶c mg~n 

AbymiY Kwi‡Z nB‡e, h_vt- 

 

(K) wd«-jvB‡mÝ g~‡j KwZ©Z ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi ’̄vb (Mv‡Qi †Mvov) nB‡Z cwienb Kwievi c~‡e© 

wU¤v̂‡ii cÖwZ L‡Û gvwjKvbv nvZzox I wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K ¶gZvcÖvß †Kvb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K 

cvk gvK©v nvZzwoi Qvc cÖ̀ vb (Pass Marking) e¨ZxZ †Kvb ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb Kiv hvB‡e bvt 

 

Z‡e kZ© _v‡K †h gvwjKvbv I cvkgvK©v nvZzwoi Qvc cÖ̀ v‡bi ci †Kvb wU¤v̂i LÛb ev wPovB 

Kwievi cÖ‡qvRb nB‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev Z`&KZ©„K ¶gZvcÖvß †Kvb eb Kg©KZ©vi AbygwZ 

MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges wPovB ev LÛ‡bi ci wU¤̂viG cybivq cvk gvwK©s nvZzoxi Qvc cÖ̀ vb 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

 

(L) Mv‡Qi †Mvov nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cv‡Z cwienb  Kwievi wbwgË Aby‡gv`‡bi Rb¨ 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb Gi Rb¨ Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e; 
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(M) `dv (L) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev Zvnvi wbKU nB‡Z ¶gZvcÖvß 

Ab¨ †Kvb Kg©KZ©v ebR ª̀e¨ Mv‡Qi †Mvov nB‡Z Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cv‡Z enb Kwievi Rb¨ dig-5 ev, 

†¶ÎgZ, dig-6 G mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb I Dnvi GKwU Abywjwc Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb; 

 

(N) wd«-jvB‡mÝ G ewY©Z f~wg nB‡Z ebR `ªe¨ cwienb Kwiqv wbKUeZ©x myweavRbK ¯’v‡b wW‡cv 

KiZt †mLv‡b gRy` Kwi‡Z nB‡j gvwj‡Ki bvg, g¨vcmn †gŠRvi bvg, LwZqvb, `vM bs BZ¨vw` 

D‡j-L Kwiqv c„_K Av‡e`bc‡Îi gva¨‡g wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wjwLZ Aby‡gv`b MÖnY Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e; 

 

(O) mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb g~‡j AvnwiZ I Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cv‡Z iw¶Z ebR`ªe¨ Aby‡gvw`Z 

wW‡cvi evwn‡i cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j ‡iÄ ev †ókb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb Gi 

Kwc mshy³ Kwiqv †h mKj ebR `ªe¨ cwienb Kiv cÖ‡qvRb Dnvi RvZ, cwigvY Ges Mš—e¨¯’j 

D‡j-LKiZt cvk MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e; 

 

(P) `dv (O) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci †iÄ ev †ókb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq cix¶v‡š— mwVK 

we‡ePbv Kwi‡j AbwaK c‡bi (15) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ cvk Bmy¨i Rb¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

cÖwZ‡e`b †cÖiY Kwi‡eb; 

 

(Q) `dv (P) Gi Aaxb cÖwZ‡e`b cÖvwßi ci AbwaK c‡bi Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v 

ev Zvnvi wbKU nB‡Z ¶gZv cÖvß Ab¨ †Kvb eb Kg©KZ©v mnKvix eb msi¶K Gi wb‡gœ b‡n, dig-

1 G cvk Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb; 

 

(2) Rbmvavi‡bi wbR¯ ̂emZ evwU nB‡Z Avg, KuvVvj, Kvj Rvg, Zvj, bvwi‡Kj, mycvwi, †LRyi I 

wkgyj MvQ AvniY I cwien‡bi †¶‡Î †Kvb ai‡bi c~e© AbygwZi cÖ‡qvRb nB‡e bv Ges cÖavb eb 

msi¶K, cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a, miKvix †M‡R‡U weÁwß Rvixi gva¨‡g wbw`©ó GjvKvi Rb¨ D‡j-wLZ 

cÖRvwZi Mv‡Qi mv‡_ bZzb †Kvb cÖRvwZi Mv‡Qi bvg Aš—f~©³ Kwi‡Z, ev` w`‡Z wKsev D‡j-wLZ 

cÖRvwZi Mv‡Qi bvg cwieZ©b Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

9. Pv evMv‡bi f‚wg nB‡Z 

ebR `ªe¨ AvniY, 

AcmviY ev cwienb|- 

 (1) cviwgU e¨ZxZ Pv evMv‡bi f‚wg nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ AvniY, AcmviY ev cwienb Kiv hvB‡e bv|  

 

(2) Dcwewa (1) G ewY©Z f~wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi Rb¨ f~wg gvwjK KZ©„K wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi 

wbKU cviwg‡Ui Rb¨ dig-7 G  Av‡e`bcÎ `vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 

(3) Dcwewa (2) Gi Aaxb `vwLjK…Z Av‡e`b c‡Îi mwnZ wbgœewY©Z `wjjvvw` `vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e, 

h_vt 

 

(K) evsjv‡`k Pv ‡evW© KZ©„K AbygwZ cÎ hvnv‡Z evsjv‡`k Pv ‡evW© GB g‡g© cÖZ¨qb Kwi‡e †h cÖvw_©Z 

f~wg nB‡Z e„¶ KZ©„‡bi ci †mLv‡b Pv evMvb m„R‡bi Rb¨ evMvb gvwj‡Ki cÖ‡qvRbxq cwiKíbv, A_© I 

DcKi‡bi ms ’̄vb iwnqv‡Q Ges cwic° e„¶ KZ©b I Acmvi‡bi ci †mLv‡b Dchy³ cÖRvwZi DbœZ 

gv‡bi Pviv Øviv cybivq ebvqb Kwievi cÖ‡qvRbxq cwiKíbv, A_© I DcKi‡bi ms ’̄vb evMvb gvwj‡Ki 

iwnqv‡Q; 

 

(L) dig-14 G cȪ ‘ZK…Z e¨e ’̄vcbv cwiKíbv ; 

 

(M) mswk-ó f~wg Rixc bKkvi †Uªwms Kwc I Rwgi gvwjKvbv msµvš— cÖgvYcÎ; 

 

(4) Dcwewa (2) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v D³ Av‡e`bc‡Î ewY©Z 

ebR`ª‡e¨i mwVK cÖvc¨Zv m¤̂‡Ü hvPvB Gi Rb¨ †iÄ ev †÷kb Kg©KZ©vi wb‡KU †cÖiY Kwi‡eb|  

 

(5) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci †iÄ ev †÷kb Kg©KZ©vi m‡iRwg‡b 

hvPvBKiZt cÖvß ebR ª̀‡e¨i weeiY I cwigvY dig-7G Zvnvi cÖwZ‡e`‡b wjwce× Kwiqv mycvwikmn 

AbwaK 30 (wÎk) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU †cÖiY Kwi‡eb| 
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(6) ‡iÄ ev †÷kb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z mycvwikmn cÖwZ‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, 

cÖ‡hvR¨ †¶‡Î, miKvi KZ©„K wba©vwiZ ivR¯̂ Av`vq Kwiqv wba©vwiZ k‡Z© dig-8 Abyhvqx Av‡e`bKvix 

eivei cviwgU Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb|  

 

10. moK, gnvmoK, 

†ijc_, Rjc_, AvKvk 

c_ev Ab¨vb¨ c‡_ ebR 

`ªe¨ cwienb|- 

(1) GB wewagvjviAb¨vb¨ weavbvejxmv‡c‡¶, †h †Kvb moK, gnvmoK, †ijc_, Rjc_, AvKvk 

c‡_ ebR ª̀e¨ cwienY Kiv hvB‡e| 

 

(2) GB wewagvjvi Ab¨vb¨ weavbvejx AbymiY Ges mswk-ó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi Aby‡gv`b 

mv‡c‡¶ †h †Kvb †ijI‡q †ókb, wegvb e›`i, †bŠe›`i ev jÂ Uvwg©bvj nB‡Z †Kvb ebR ª̀e¨ UªvK, 

†ij, wógvi, jÂ, Kv‡M©v, wegvb BZ¨vw` †hv‡M Ab¨ †Kvb Mš—e¨ ’̄‡j †cÖi‡Yi Rb¨ eywKs Kiv 

hvB‡e| 

 

11.gvwjKvbv nvZzwo I Dnvi 

wbewÜKiY|- 

(1) ebR ª̀‡e¨i cÖ‡Z¨K †µZv ev e¨emvqx, A_ev cviwgU ev wd« jvB‡mÝ MÖnxZvi †h †Kvb cÖKvi wU¤̂vi 

ev ebR ª̀‡e¨i gvwjKvbv wPwýZKi‡bi D‡Ï‡k¨, wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z cÖvß bgybv Abyyhvqx 

ÒgvwjKvbv nvZzwoÓ cȪ ‘Z KiZt Dnv wbeÜ‡bi Rb¨ ỳBkZ UvKv wbewÜKiY ÒwdÓ Rgv w`qv wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©v eivei, cÖ‡qvRbxq gvwjKvbv `wjjvw`mn wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci mswk-ó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v h_vh_ Z`š— Kwiqv 

mš—yó nB‡j AbwaK (30) wÎk Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ dig-9 G GZ`&msµvš— `wjjvw`mn RgvK…Z 

gvwjKvbv nvZzwo wbeÜb Kwi‡eb|  

 

(3)wbewÜZ ÒgvwjKvbv nvZzoxÓ Gi ‡gqv` nB‡e GK ermi Ges cÖ‡Z¨K ermi †gqv` †k‡li c~‡e©B 

cieZx© erm‡ii Rb¨ eva¨Zvg~jKfv‡e D³ wbeÜb bevqb Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges D³iƒc bevq‡bi D‡Ï‡k¨ 

GKkZ UvKv bevqb wd mn wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 

(4) GB wewai Aaxb wbewÜZ gvwjKvbv nvZzoxi †gqv` DËxY© nBqv †M‡j D³ gvwjKvbv nvZzox 

†Kvbfv‡eB e¨envi Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

 

(5) Dc-wewa (3) Gi Aaxb bevq‡bi Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`š— 

mv‡c‡¶, hvPvB evQvB Kwiqv mš—ó nB‡j, gvwjKvbv nvZzox AbwaK (15) c‡bi Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ 

bevqb Kwi‡eb| 

 

(6) gvwjKvbv nvZzox wbewÜZKiY mb` nvivBqv †M‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cª‡qvRbxq Z`š—µ‡g 

cÂvk UvKv wd Av`vq KiZt mZ¨vwqZ bKj cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

(7) wbewÜK…Z gvwjKvbv nvZzox nvivBqv †M‡j nvZzox gvwjK‡K Zr¶bvr mswk-ó _vbvq †Rbv‡ij 

Wv‡qix (wRwW) wjwce× Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges D³ wRwW Gw›Uªi Kwcmn nvivBqv hvIqvi NUbv wjwLZfv‡e 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v‡K AewnZ Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 

(8)wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`š— mv‡c‡¶ D³ nvivBqv hvIqvi welqwU mswk-ó `ßi mg~n‡K 

ÁvZ Kwi‡eb| 

 

(9)nvivBqv hvIqv nvZzoxi †¶‡Î, nvZzox gvwjK Dcwewa (1) Abyhvqx bZzb gvwjKvbv nvZyox wbeÜb 

Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

(10)bZzbfv‡e wbeÜ‡bi †¶‡Î mswk-ó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v nvivBqv hvIqv gvwjKvbv nvZzox evwZj 

†NvlYv Kwiqv mvaviY Awdm Av‡`k Rvix Kwi‡eb| 

 

12.ebR`ªe¨ gRy` ivwLevi 

Rb¨ wW‡cv wbewÜKiY|- 

(1) †Kvb e¨w³ ebR ª̀e¨ Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cv e¨ZxZ Ab¨ †Kvb wW‡cv‡Z gRy` ivwL‡Z Pvwn‡j D³ 

wW‡cv ’̄vcb I cwiPvjbvi Rb¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v Gi Kvh©vj‡q wbeÜb Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges 

D³iƒc wbeÜb e¨ZxZ †Kvb wW‡cv ¯’vcb ev cwiPvjbv Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

 

(2) Dc wewa (1) Gi Aaxb wW‡cv ¯’vcb c~e©K wbeÜ‡bi Rb¨ wbeÜY wd eve` GK nvRvi UvKv 

Rgv w`qv wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v eivei wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 
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(3) Dcwewa (2) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev Zvnvi cÖwZwbwa, cȪ —vweZ 

¯’vb Ges ebvÂ‡ji Ae ’̄vb we‡ePbv Kwiqv mš—yó nB‡j AbwaK (45) cuqZvwj-k Kvh©w`e‡mi 

g‡a¨ wW‡cv ¯’vc‡bi AbygwZ cÖ̀ vbmn dig-10 Abyhvqx Av‡e`bKvixi wW‡cv wbeÜb Kwiqv 

Av‡e`bKvix eivei wbeÜb mb` Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

 

(4) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v Av‡e`bKvixi cÖvw_©Z †Kvb Ae ’̄v‡b eb msi¶Y I ebR`ª‡e¨i 

†PvivPvjvb cÖwZnZKi‡Yi ¯̂v‡_© cÖvw_©Z wW‡cv ¯’vcb I wbeÜ‡bi Av‡e`b cÖZ¨vL¨vb Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb|  

 

(5) Dcwewa (4) Gi Aaxb wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi D³ Av‡`‡ki wei“‡× 60 (lvU) w`‡bi g‡a¨ 

eb msi¶K Gi wbKU Avcxj Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb Ges GB †¶‡Î eb msi¶K KZ©„K cÖ̀ Ë wm×vš— 

Pzovš— nB‡e|  

 

(6)  GB wewai Aaxb wbewÜZ wW‡cvi †gqv` nB‡e GK ermi Ges cÖ‡Z¨K ermi †gqv` †k‡li 

c~‡e©B cieZ©x© erm‡ii Rb¨ eva¨Zvg~jKfv‡e D³ wbeÜb bevqb Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges D³iƒc 

bevq‡bi wbwgË 500 (cuvPkZ) UvKv bevqb wd mn wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU wjwLZfv‡e 

Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

 

(7) GB wewai Aaxb wW‡cv ¯’vc‡bi AbygwZ cÖ̀ vbmn wbeÜbKv‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, 

cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a wW‡cvgvwjK‡`i wbKU nB‡Z m‡e©v”P 10,000 (`k nvRvi) UvKv RvgvbZ ivwL‡Z 

cvwi‡eb| 

(8) GB wewagvjv Rvix nBevi c~‡e© ¯’vwcZ wW‡cvmg~n‡K GB wewagvjv Rvixi 60 (lvU) w`‡bi 

g‡a¨ GB wewai Aaxb wbeÜb Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 

13. wfwbqvi 

d¨v±ix,dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev 

wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU 

’̄vcb|- 

(1) wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms B&DwbU ’̄vcb I cwiPvjbv Kwi‡Z 

nB‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z GB wewagvjvi Aaxb jvB‡mÝ MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e 

Ges D³iƒc jvB‡mÝ MÖnY e¨wZ‡i‡K †Kvb wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i 

cÖ‡mwms BDwbU ’̄vcb I cwiPvjbv Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb jvB‡mÝ MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ dig-11 Abyhvqx wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v 

eivei Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 

(3) Dc-wewa (2) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`š— 

Kwiqv mš—ó nB‡j AbwaK (45) cuqZvwj-k Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ dig-12 Abyhvqx 

Av‡e`bKvix eivei jvB‡mÝ cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡eb Ges D³ jvB‡mÝ cÖwZ eQi bevqb Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e| 

 

(4)Dc-wewa (3) Gi Aaxb jvB‡mÝK…Z wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU 

Gi gvwjK ebR`ªe¨ AvMgb-wbM©gb, †PovB I e¨envi msµvš— weeiY dig-15 Abyhvqx msi¶Y 

Kwi‡eb Ges wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K cÖ̀ Ë bgybv QK ev di‡g cÖwZ ermi 31 †k wW‡m¤î 

Zvwi‡Li g‡a¨ jvB‡mÝ bevqb Av‡e`b c‡Îi mwnZ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU wiUvb© `vwLj 

Kwi‡eb| 

 

(5) GB wewai Aaxb cÖ̀ Ë jvB‡mÝ Gi Rb¨ wd Ges D³  jvB‡mÝ bevq‡bi Rb¨ evrmwiK bevqb 

wd Zdwmj ÔKÕ G Dwj-wLZ nv‡i cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z nB‡e  

 

(6) cÖavb eb msi¶K miKv‡ii c~e©vby‡gv`bµ‡g miKvix †M‡R‡U weÁwß Rvix Kwiqv mgq mgq 

Zdwmj ÒKÓ G D‡j-wLZ jvB‡mÝ Ges jvB‡mÝ bevqb wd cybt wba©viY Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

(7)wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K ¶gZvcÖvß Kg©KZ©v ev Z ỳa© c`gh©v`vi †Kvb Kg©KZ©v †h †Kvb mgq 

wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwb‡U iw¶Z ebR`ªe¨ cwi`k©b Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb 

Ges dig-15 G ewY©Z †iwR÷vi Abyhvqx D³ ebR ª̀‡e¨i weeiY mwVK cvB‡j wZwb D³ 
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†iwR÷v‡i ¯̂v¶i Kwi‡eb| 

 

(8) Dc-wewa (7) Gi Aaxb cwi`k©bKv‡j mswk-ó wkí cÖwZôv‡b †Kvb A‰ea ebR`ªe¨ 

cvIqv †M‡j, ev dig-15Gi eY©bvi mwnZ ev¯—‡e †Kvb Miwg‡ji wel‡q, eb Kg©KZ©v 

wewa Abyhvqx e¨e ’̄v MÖnY Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb Ges mswk-ó cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjK ev Kg©PvixMY eb 

Kg©KZ©vi Av‡`k gvb¨ Kwi‡Z eva¨ _vwK‡eb| 

 

(9) GK †Rjv nB‡Z Ab¨ †Rjvq wU¤v̂i Gi dvwb©Pvi ev wU¤v̂iRvZ `ªe¨ cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j 

mswk-ó wkí cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjK‡KwefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z wjwLZ AbygwZ MÖnY Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e| 

 

(10) GB wewagvjv Rvix nBevi c~‡e© ’̄vwcZ wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms 

BDwbU‡K GB wewagvjv Rvixi 60 (lvU) w`‡bi g‡a¨ GB wewai Aaxb jvB‡mÝ Gi Rb¨ Av‡e`b 

Kwi‡Z Ges jvB‡mÝ MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 

14. `Û|- 

GB wewagvjvi †Kvb weavb jsN‡bi `v‡q Awfhy³ e¨w³ AvB‡bi aviv 42, ev †¶Îg‡Z, aviv 77 G 

ewY©Z `‡Û `Ûbxq nB‡eb, Ges GZ`&e¨ZxZ AvB‡bi aviv 52 I 55 G ewY©Z weavb Abyhvqx D³ 

Aciva msNU‡b e¨eüZ mKj cÖKvi hš¿cvwZ, hvbevnb, Rjhvb, UªvK, jwi I cïmn mswk-ó ebR`ªe¨ 

miKv‡ii c‡¶ ev‡Rqvß KivhvB‡e| 

 

15. Aciva cÖeYZv 

†iv‡ai Rb¨ cyi®‹vi|- 

AvB‡bi aviv 76 Gi `dv (L) G ewY©Z ¶gZve‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v †Kvb eb Aciva msNU‡bi 

†¶‡Î msev``vZv Ges Aciva D`&NvUbKvix Kg©KZ©v I Kg©Pvix‡K, eb wefvMxq Kg©KZ©v ev 

Kg©Pvixmn, †¶Î we‡k‡l Aciva `g‡b DrmvwnZ Kwievi Rb¨ D`NvwUZ eb-Aciv‡ai RãK…Z 

ebR`ªe¨ weµqjä A_© ev Av`vqK…Z Rwigvbvi A_© nB‡Z m‡e©v”P kZKiv 10 (`k) UvKv nv‡i 

cyi®‹vi cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

16.mgq e„w×|- 

 

 

 

 

(1) ebR ª̀e¨ PjvPj cÖwµqvi `xN©mywÎZv I RwUjZvi AemvbK‡í GB wewagvjvi Aaxb wewfbœ Kvh© 

wba©vwiZ mg‡qi g‡a¨ m¤úv`b Kiv m¤¢e bv nB‡j D³ wb×©vwiZ mg‡q AwZµvš— nBevi c~‡e© mgq 

e„w× Kwievi Rb¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev wbqš¿YKvix Kg©KZ©vi wbKU Av‡e`b RvbvB‡Z nB‡e|  

 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci G wel‡q ev¯—e Ae ’̄v we‡ePbvq mswk-ó eb 

msi¶K30 (wÎk) Kvh©w`em ch©š— mgq e„w× Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

17|Ordinance No. 
XXXIV of 1959 Gi 

weavbvejxi †¶‡Î GB 

wewagvjvi cÖ‡qvM|- 

Private Forest Ordinance, 1959  (Ordinance No. XXXIV of 1959)Gi cÖPwjZ 

weavbvejxi †¶‡Î AvB‡bi aviv 41 I 42 Gi Aaxb cÖYxZ wewagvjvi mswk-ó weavbvejx 

cÖ‡hvR¨ nB‡e| 

18|iwnZKiY I 

†ndvRZ|- 

(1) Chittagong Hill Tracts Forest Transit Rules, 1973GZØviv iwnZ Kiv nBj| 

(2)  

(2) Dcwewa (1) Gi Aaxb iwnZKiY k‡Z©I iwnZK…Z wewagvjvi Aaxb †Kvb Kvh©µg 

cÖwµqvaxb _vwK‡j Dnv iwnZK…Z wewagvjvi weavb Abyhvqx wb®úwË Kiv hvB‡e| 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
  



 477 
 

 
 

Appendix 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposals of the CHT Regional Council 
 on the Draft CHT Forest Transit Rules 2010 

as enclosed in its Memo dated 
15 September 2011 
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cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡ni ebR`ªe¨ cwienb (wbqš¿Y) wewagvjv 2010 Gi Lmovi Dci cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK cwil‡`i 

ms‡kvwaZ cȪ Ívevejxt 

 
welq cwi‡ek I eb gš¿Yvj‡qi ms‡kvwaZ 

cȪ Íve 
cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK cwil‡`i ms‡kvwaZ cȪ Íve 

1, msw¶ß 

wk‡ivbvg I 

cÖ‡qvM|- 

GB wewagvjv Ôcve©Z¨ †Rjv mgy‡ni 

ebR`ªe¨ PjvPj wewagvjv, 2010Õ 

bv‡g AwfwnZ nB‡e|  

2| Bnv cve©Z¨ †Rjv iv½vgvwU, 

LvMovQwo I ev›`ievb GjvKvi Rb¨ 

cÖ‡hvR¨ nB‡e| 

GB wewagvjv Ôcve©Z¨ †Rjv mgy‡ni ebR`ªe¨ PjvPj 

wewagvjv, 2010Õ bv‡g AwfwnZ nB‡e|  

2| Bnv cve©Z¨ †Rjv iv½vgvwU, LvMovQwo I ev›`ievb 

GjvKvi Rb¨ cÖ‡hvR¨ nB‡e| 

2, msÁv|- welq ev cÖms‡Mi cwicš’x wKQz bv 

_vwK‡j G wewagvjvq,- 

(1) ÒA‡kªYxf~³ ebf~wgÓ A_© 

iv½vgvwU, LvMovQwo I ev›`ievb 

†Rjvi Awa‡¶Îvaxb †WcywU 

Kwgkbvi KZ©„K wbqwš¿Z miKvix 

gvwjKvbvaxb ebf~wg| 

(2) ÒAby‡gvw`Z wW‡cvÓ A_© 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi 

Aby‡gv`bµ‡g GKwU wbw ©̀ó mg‡qi 

Rb¨ ’̄vcbK…Z ebR`ª‡e¨i A ’̄vqx 

wW‡cv; 

(3) ÒAvBbÓ A_© Forest Act, 
1927 (Act. No. XVI of 
1927);  

(4) ÒZdwmjÓ A_© GB wewagvjvi 

mwnZ mshy³ †Kvb Zdwmj;  

(5) Ò`dvÓ A_© A_©  AvB‡bi †Kvb 

`dv; 

(6)ÒavivÓ A_© AvB‡bi †Kvb aviv; 

(7)ÒwbewÜZ wW‡cvÓ A_© wewa 12 

Gi Dcwewa (3) Gi Aaxb wbewÜZ 

†Kvb wW‡cv;  

(8) Òwba©vwiZ kZ©Ó A_© mswk-ó 

di‡g D‡j-wLZ kZ©vejx;  

(9) ÒcviwgUÓ A_© dig-8 Abyhvqx 

Bmy¨K„Z AbygwZcÎ; 

(10) ÒcvkÓ A_© dig-1 Abyhvqx 

Bmy¨K…Z ebR`ª‡e¨i cwienb cvk 

(11) ÒdigÓ A_© GB wewagvjvi 

mwnZ mshy³ †Kvb dig;  

(12) Òdvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i 

cÖ‡mwms BDwbU A_© †h †Kvb ai‡bi 

welq ev cÖms‡Mi cwicš’x wKQz bv _vwK‡j G 

wewagvjvq,- 

(1) ÒA‡kªYxf~³ ebf~wgÓ A_© iv½vgvwU, LvMovQwo I 

ev›`ievb †Rjvi Awa‡¶Îvaxb ‡Pqvig¨vb cve©Z¨ †Rjv 

cwil` KZ©„K wbqwš¿Z miKvix gvwjKvbvaxb ebf~wg| 

(2) ÒAby‡gvw`Z wW‡cvÓ A_© wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi 

Aby‡gv`bµ‡g GKwU wbw ©̀ó mg‡qi Rb¨ ’̄vcbK…Z 

ebR`ª‡e¨i A ’̄vqx wW‡cv; 

(3) ÒAvBbÓ A_© Forest Act, 1927 (Act. No. 
XVI of 1927);  

(4) ÒZdwmjÓ A_© GB wewagvjvi mwnZ mshy³ †Kvb 

Zdwmj;  

(5) Ò`dvÓ A_© A_©  AvB‡bi †Kvb `dv; 

(6)ÒavivÓ A_© AvB‡bi †Kvb aviv; (7)ÒwbewÜZ 

wW‡cvÓ A_© wewa 12 Gi Dcwewa (3) Gi Aaxb 

wbewÜZ †Kvb wW‡cv;  

(8) Òwba©vwiZ kZ©Ó A_© mswk-ó di‡g D‡j-wLZ 

kZ©vejx;  

(9) ÒcviwgUÓ A_© dig-8 Abyhvqx Bmy¨K„Z 

AbygwZcÎ; 

(10) ÒcvkÓ A_© dig-1 Abyhvqx Bmy¨K…Z ebR`ª‡e¨i 

cwienb cvk 

(11) ÒdigÓ A_© GB wewagvjvi mwnZ mshy³ †Kvb 

dig;  

(12) Òdvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU A_© †h 

†Kvb ai‡bi ¶z`ª wkí †hLv‡b evwbwR¨K D‡Ï‡k¨ 

ebR`ªe¨ wPivB, KZ©b ev Ab¨ †Kvb Dcv‡q Bnvi 

AvKv‡ii cÖ‡qvRbxq cwieZ©b, ms‡hvRb, 

cÖwµqvRvZKiY ev msi¶‡Yi gva¨‡g e¨envi Dc‡hvMx 

Kwiqv †Zvjv nq; 

(13)Òwd«-jvB‡mÝÓ A_© wewa 7 Gi Dcwewa (6) Gi 
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¶z ª̀ wkí †hLv‡b evwbwR¨K D‡Ï‡k¨ 

ebR`ªe¨ wPivB, KZ©b ev Ab¨ †Kvb 

Dcv‡q Bnvi AvKv‡ii cÖ‡qvRbxq 

cwieZ©b, ms‡hvRb, cÖwµqvRvZKiY 

ev msi¶‡Yi gva¨‡g e¨envi 

Dc‡hvMx Kwiqv †Zvjv nq; 

(13)Òwd«-jvB‡mÝÓ A_© wewa 7 Gi 

Dcwewa (6) Gi Aaxb Bmy¨K…Z 

†Kvb jvB‡mÝ;  

(14)ÒebR`ªe¨Ó A_© AvB‡bi aviv 

2 Gi h_vµ‡g `dv (4) Ges `dv 

(6) G mÁvwqZ “Forest 
Produce” I “Timber 

(15)Òe¨e ’̄vcbv cwiKíbvÓ A_© 

†Kvb wbw ©̀ó f~wgi e„¶ KZ©b, 

AvniY, cybt †ivcb I e¨e ’̄vcbv 

msµvšÍ Kg© cwiKíbv; 

(16)Òwfwbqvi d¨v±ixÓ A_© GK 

ai‡bi ¶z ª̀ wkí KviLvbv †hLv‡b 

wU¤v̂i Gi ¸wo nB‡Z h‡š¿i mvnv‡h¨ 

wU¤v̂‡ii nvjKv AveiY ˆZix Kwiqv 

wU¤v̂i Gi mvgMÖx ev e¨envi 

Dc‡hvMx wU¤v̂i Gi Av¯ÍiY ‰Zix 

Kiv nq; 

(17)ÒivR¯̂ cviwgUÓ A_© wewa 5 

Gi Aax‡b Bmy¨K…Z ivR¯̂ cviwgU  

(18)ÒmvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRbÓ 

wewa 4(1) ev, †¶ÎgZ, wewa 

8(1)(M) Gi Aaxb Bmy¨K…Z 

mvwU©wd‡KU|  

Aaxb Bmÿ K…Z †Kvb jvB‡mÝ;  

(14)ÒebR`ªe¨Ó A_© AvB‡bi aviv 2 Gi h_vµ‡g `dv 

(4) Ges `dv (6) G mÁvwqZ “Forest Produce” I 

“Timber 

(15)Òe¨e ’̄vcbv cwiKíbvÓ A_© †Kvb wbw`©ó f~wgi e„¶ 

KZ©b, AvniY, cybt †ivcb I e¨e ’̄vcbv msµvšÍ Kg© 

cwiKíbv; 

(16)Òwfwbqvi d¨v±ixÓ A_© GK ai‡bi ¶z`ª wkí 

KviLvbv †hLv‡b wU¤̂vi Gi ¸wo nB‡Z h‡š¿i mvnv‡h¨ 

wU¤v̂‡ii nvjKv AveiY ˆZix Kwiqv wU¤v̂i Gi mvgMÖx ev 

e¨envi Dc‡hvMx wU¤v̂i Gi Av Í̄iY ‰Zix Kiv nq; 

(17)ÒivR¯̂ cviwgUÓ A_© wewa 5 Gi Aax‡b Bmy¨K…Z 

ivR¯̂ cviwgU  

(18)ÒmvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRbÓ wewa 4(1) ev, 

†¶ÎgZ, wewa 8(1)(M) Gi Aaxb Bmy¨K…Z mvwU©wd‡KU|  

3. cwienb 

c‡_i wbqš¿Y|- 

1) ebR`ªe¨ cwien‡b e¨eüZ ev 

e¨envi‡hvM¨ †Kvb  iv¯—v, b`x, 

Lvj, bvjv, Qov ev Ab¨ †Kvb 

Rjc‡_ ev Dnvi Zx‡i †Kvb ai‡bi 

cÖwZeÜKZv m„wó A_ev Dnv‡`i MwZ 

c‡_i †Kvb ai‡bi cwieZ©b Kiv 

hvB‡e bv|   

(2) Dc-wewa (1) G D‡jøwLZ 

cÖwZeÜKZv m„wó ev Dnv‡`i MwZ 

c‡_i †Kvb ai‡bi cwieZ©b Kiv 

nB‡j mswk-ó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, 

cÖwZeÜKZv m„wóKvix ev MwZ c‡_i 

cwieZ©bKvix e¨w³‡K wbw`©ó mg‡qi 

g‡a¨ D³ cÖwZeÜKZv AcmviY ev 

MwZc_ c~e©ve ’̄vq Avbq‡bi Rb¨ 

wb‡ ©̀k cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb A_ev 

wbR D‡`¨v‡M D³iƒc AcmviY ev 

MwZc_ c~e©ve ’̄vq Avbq‡bi e¨e ’̄v 

MÖnY c~e©K H e¨w³i wbKU nB‡Z 

D³ AcmviY ev c~e©ve ’̄vq Avbqb 

Kv‡Ri LiP  Av`vq Kwi‡Z 

1) ebR`ªe¨ cwien‡b e¨eüZ ev e¨envi‡hvM¨ †Kvb  

iv¯—v, b`x, Lvj, bvjv, Qov ev Ab¨ †Kvb Rjc‡_ ev 

Dnvi Zx‡iA‰eafv‡e †Kvb ai‡bi cÖwZeÜKZv m„wó 

A_ev Dnv‡`i MwZ c‡_i †Kvb ai‡bi cwieZ©b Kiv 

hvB‡e bv|   

(2)  Dc-wewa (1) G D‡jøwLZ cÖwZeÜKZv m„wó ev 

Dnv‡`i MwZ c‡_i †Kvb ai‡bi cwieZ©b Kiv nB‡j 

mswk-ó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, cÖwZeÜKZv m„wóKvix ev 

MwZ c‡_i cwieZ©bKvix e¨w³‡K wbw`©ó mg‡qi g‡a¨ 

D³ cÖwZeÜKZv AcmviY ev MwZc_ c~e©ve ’̄vq 

Avbq‡bi Rb¨ wb‡ ©̀k cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb A_ev wbR 

D‡`¨v‡M D³iƒc AcmviY ev MwZc_ c~e©ve ’̄vq 

Avbq‡bi e¨e ’̄v MÖnY c~e©K H e¨w³i wbKU nB‡Z D³ 

AcmviY ev c~e©ve ’̄vq Avbqb Kv‡Ri LiP  Av`vq 

Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

(3) †Kvb e¨w³ Dcwewa (2) G D‡jøwLZ Li‡Pi UvKv 

cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z A¯̂xKvi Kwi‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, D³ 

e¨w³i wbKU nB‡Z Dnv  Public Demands 
Recovery Act. 1913, GiAaxb miKvix cvIbv 
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cvwi‡eb| 

(3) †Kvb e¨w³ Dcwewa (2) G 

D‡jøwLZ Li‡Pi UvKv cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z 

A¯̂xKvi Kwi‡j wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v, D³ e¨w³i wbKU nB‡Z 

Dnv  Public Demands 
Recovery Act. 1913, GiAaxb 

miKvix cvIbv wnmv‡e  Av`vq 

Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

wnmv‡e  Av`vq Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

4. msiw¶Z 

ebf~wg 

(Reserved 
Forest), 
iw¶Z ebf~wg 

(Protected 
Forest), 
AwR©Z ebf~wg 

(Acquired 
Forest), 
Awc©Z ebf~wg 

(Vested 
Forest), 
mvgvwRK ebvqb 

Kg©m~Px Ges 

Ab¨vb¨  miKvix 

gvwjKvbvaxb 

f~wg nB‡Z 

ebR`ªe¨ 

AvniY, 

AcmviY ev 

cwienb|- 

(1) msiw¶Z ebf~wg (Reserved 
Forest), iw¶Z ebf~wg 

(Protected Forest), AwR©Z 

ebf~wg (Acquired Forest), 
Awc©Z ebf~wg (Vested Forest), 
mvgvwRK ebvqb Kg©m~Px Ges eb 

wefvM wbqš¿Yvaxb miKvix 

gvwjKvbvaxb Pif~wg I m„wRZ eb 

evMvb nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ AvniY, 

Kwi‡Z nB‡j ebR ª̀e¨ Avni‡Yi 

ˆeaZvi cÖgvY ¯̂iƒc wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v, ev Z`&KZ©„K ¶gZvcÖvß 

†Kvb eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z 

dig-5, ev †¶Î gZ dig-6 G 

Bmy¨K…Z mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb I 

Dnvi GKwU Abywjwc MÖnY Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e|  

 (2) Dcwewa (1) G ewY©Z ebf~wg 

nB‡Z AvnwiZ ebR`ªe¨ cwienb 

Kwi‡Z nB‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi 

wbKU nB‡Z dig-1 G Bmy¨K…Z cvk 

MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

(3) Dcwewa (1) G ewY©Z ebf~wg 

nB‡Z AvnwiZ ebR`ªe¨ cwien‡bi 

wbwgË mswk-ó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi 

wbKU nB‡Z cvk MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ bvg, 

wcZvi bvg, ebR`ª‡e¨i cÖKvi, 

cwigvY, cwien‡b B”QyK ebR`ª‡e¨i 

Ae ’̄vb I Mš—e¨ ’̄j D‡j-L c~e©K 

Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(4) Dcwewa (3) G ewY©Z Av‡e`b 

cÎ cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v 

cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`šÍ ev hvPvB evQvB Gi 

ci mwVK we‡ePbv Kwi‡j AbwaK 

45 Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wba©vwiZ k‡Z© 

Av‡e`bKvix eivei dig-1 G cvk 

Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

(5)ebR`ªe¨ cwienb Kv‡j 

cwienbKvix‡K mswkøó mvwU©wd‡KU 

Ae AwiwRb ev, †¶ÎgZ, cvk ms‡M 

ivwL‡Z nB‡e|  

(6) ebR`e¨ cwienbKv‡j ev 

(1) msiw¶Z ebf~wg (Reserved Forest), iw¶Z 

ebf~wg (Protected Forest), AwR©Z ebf~wg 

(Acquired Forest), Awc©Z ebf~wg (Vested 
Forest), mvgvwRK ebvqb Kg©m~Px Ges eb wefvM 

wbqš¿Yvaxb miKvix gvwjKvbvaxb Pif~wg I m„wRZ eb 

evMvb nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ AvniY, Kwi‡Z nB‡j ebR`ªe¨ 

Avni‡Yi ˆeaZvi cÖgvY ¯̂iƒc wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, ev 

Z`&KZ©„K ¶gZvcÖvß †Kvb eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z 

dig-5, ev †¶Î gZ dig-6 G Bmy¨K…Z mvwU©wd‡KU 

Ae AwiwRb I Dnvi GKwU Abywjwc MÖnY Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e|  

 (2) Dcwewa (1) G ewY©Z ebf~wg nB‡Z AvnwiZ 

ebR`ªe¨ cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi 

wbKU nB‡Z dig-1 G Bmy¨K…Z cvk MÖnY Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e|  

(3) Dcwewa (1) G ewY©Z ebf~wg nB‡Z AvnwiZ 

ebR`ªe¨ cwien‡bi wbwgË mswk-ó wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z cvk MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ bvg, wcZvi 

bvg, ebR`ª‡e¨i cÖKvi, cwigvY, cwien‡b B”QyK 

ebR`ª‡e¨i Ae ’̄vb I Mš—e¨ ’̄j D‡j-L c~e©K Av‡e`b 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(4) Dcwewa (3) G ewY©Z Av‡e`b cÎ cÖvwßi ci 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`šÍ ev hvPvB evQvB 

Gi ci mwVK we‡ePbv Kwi‡j AbwaK 45 Kvh©w`e‡mi 

g‡a¨ wba©vwiZ k‡Z© Av‡e`bKvix eivei dig-1 G cvk 

Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

(5)ebR`ªe¨ cwienb Kv‡j cwienbKvix‡K mswkøó 

mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb ev, †¶ÎgZ, cvk ms‡M 

ivwL‡Z nB‡e|  

(6) ebR`e¨ cwienbKv‡j ev Zdwmj ÒLÓ G 

D‡j-wLZ eb ïé I cwi¶Y duvwo mg~n (ÒForest 
Revenue & Check Station”) AwZµg Kv‡j eb 

wefv‡Mi †Kvb Kg©KZ©v ev mve BÝ‡c±i c` gh©v`vi 

wb‡P b‡nb Ggb †Kvb cywjk Kg©KZ©v mswk-ó ebR 

`ª‡e¨i mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb ev, †¶Î gZ, cvk 

†`wL‡Z Pvwn‡j cwienbKvix Zvnv cÖ̀ k©b Kwi‡Z eva¨ 

_vwK‡eb| 

(7) mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb ev cvk G D‡jøwLZ 

ebR`ª‡e¨i AwZwi³ †Kvb ebR`ªe¨ AvniY, AcmviY 

ev cwienb Kiv hvB‡e bv| 
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Zdwmj ÒLÓ G D‡j-wLZ eb ïé I 

cwi¶Y duvwo mg~n (ÒForest 
Revenue & Check Station”) 
AwZµg Kv‡j eb wefv‡Mi †Kvb 

Kg©KZ©v ev mve BÝ‡c±i c` 

gh©v`vi wb‡P b‡nb Ggb †Kvb cywjk 

Kg©KZ©v mswk-ó ebR `ª‡e¨i 

mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb ev, †¶Î 

gZ, cvk †`wL‡Z Pvwn‡j 

cwienbKvix Zvnv cÖ̀ k©b Kwi‡Z 

eva¨ _vwK‡eb| 

(7) mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb ev cvk 

G D‡jøwLZ ebR`ª‡e¨i AwZwi³ 

†Kvb ebR`ªe¨ AvniY, AcmviY ev 

cwienb Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

(8) eb msi¶K cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a 

†bvwUwd‡Kkb bs 2399 di, Zvs 

26/12/1959Bs Gi ¶gZv e‡j 

cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a ¯̂xq Awa‡¶‡Î 

miKvix †M‡R‡U weÁwß Rvix Kwiqv 

eb ïé I cix¶Y duvwo ’̄vcb wKsev 

we`¨gvb eb ïé I cwi¶Y duvwo 

’̄vbvšÍi ev wejyß Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb|  

(8) eb msi¶K cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a †bvwUwd‡Kkb bs 2399 

di, Zvs 26/12/1959Bs Gi ¶gZv e‡j 

cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a ¯̂xq Awa‡¶‡Î miKvix †M‡R‡U weÁwß 

Rvix Kwiqv eb ïé I cix¶Y duvwo ’̄vcb wKsev 

we`¨gvb eb ïé I cwi¶Y duvwo ’̄vbvšÍi ev wejyß 

Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb|  

5. A‡kªYxf~³ 

ebf~wg 

(Unclassed 
State 
Forests)  
nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ 

AvniY, 

AcmviY ev 

cwienb|- 

(1) eb wefv‡Mi wbqš¿Yvaxb b‡n 

Giƒc A‡kÖYxf~³ eb nB‡Z cÖavb 

ebR`ªe¨ (KvV ev R¡vjvbx KvV) 

AvniY I cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j 

†WcywU Kwgkbv‡ii wbKU nB‡Z 

dig-13 G Av‡e`b Kwiqv ÒivR¯̂ 

cviwgUÓ MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

(2) Dc-wewa (1) DwjøwLZ 

Av‡e`‡bi mv‡_ †nWg¨vb Gi wbKU 

nB‡Z cwiPq cÎ I ỳB Kwc 

mZ¨vwqZ cvm‡cvU© mvB‡Ri Qwe 

`vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e, Z‡e AcÖavb 

ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi †¶‡Î wba©vwiZ 

ivR¯̂ cwi‡kva c~e©K mswk-ó 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z 

cviwgU MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e 

(3) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb 

Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci  ‡WcywU 

Kwgkbvi ebR `ª‡e¨i (KvV ev 

R¡vjvbx) cÖvc¨Zv m¤ú‡K© wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z cÖwZ‡e`b 

MÖnY Kwi‡eb Ges cÖvc¨Zvi wfwË‡Z 

40 (Pwjøk) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ 

cviwgU Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

(4) cviwgU MÖnxZv KZ©„K mswk-ó 

†iÄ Awdmvi/†ókb Awdmvi Gi 

wbKU ivR¯̂ Rgv c~e©K Dc-wewa (1) 

G ewY©Z ebf~wg nB‡Z AvnwiZ 

ebR`ªe¨ cwien‡bi wbwg‡Ë mswk-ó 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU cvk 

(1) eb wefv‡Mi wbqš¿Yvaxb b‡n Giƒc A‡kÖYxf~³ eb 

nB‡Z cÖavb ebR`ªe¨ (KvV ev R¡vjvbx KvV) AvniY I 

cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j †Pqvig¨vb, cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`wbKU 

nB‡Z dig-13 G Av‡e`b Kwiqv ÒivR¯̂ cviwgUÓ MÖnY 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Dwj&øLZ Av‡e`‡bi mv‡_ †nWg¨vb Gi 

wbKU nB‡Z cwiPq cÎ I ỳB Kwc mZ¨vwqZ cvm‡cvU© 

mvB‡Ri Qwe `vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e, Z‡e AcÖavb 

ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi †¶‡Î webv ivR‡¯̂ I webv cviwg‡U 

AvniY I weµq Kiv hvB‡e| 

(3) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci 

†Pqvig¨vb, cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`ebR `ª‡e¨i (KvV ev 

R¡vjvbx KvV) cÖvc¨Zv m¤ú‡K© wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi 

wbKU nB‡Z cÖwZ‡e`b MÖnY Kwi‡eb Ges cÖvc¨Zvi 

wfwË‡Z 40 (Pwjøk) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ cviwgU Bmy¨ 

Kwi‡eb| 

(4) cviwgU MÖnxZv KZ©„K mswk-ó †iÄ Awdmvi/†ókb 

Awdmvi Gi wbKU ivR¯̂ Rgv c~e©K Dc-wewa (1) G 

ewY©Z ebf~wg nB‡Z AvnwiZ cÖavb ebR`ªe¨ cwien‡bi 

wbwg‡Ë mswkøó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU cvk MÖn‡Yi 

Rb¨ bvg, wcZvi bvg, ebR`ª‡e¨i cÖKvi, cwigvY, 

cwien‡b B”QyK ebR`ª‡e¨i Ae ’̄vb, MšÍe¨ ’̄j BZ¨vw` 

D‡j-L c~e©K Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(5) Dc-wewa (3)G ewY©Z Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`šÍ ev hvPvB 

evQvB‡qi ci mwVK we‡ePbv Kwi‡j weµq nvZzwoi Qvc 

cÖ̀ v‡bi e¨e ’̄v MÖnY c~e©K AbwaK 45 Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ 

wba©vwiZ k‡Z© Av‡e`bKvix eivei dig-1 G cvk Bmy¨ 
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MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ bvg, wcZvi bvg, 

ebR`ª‡e¨i cÖKvi, cwigvY, 

cwien‡b B”QyK ebR`ª‡e¨i Ae ’̄vb, 

MšÍe¨ ’̄j BZ¨vw` D‡jøL c~e©K 

Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(5) Dc-wewa (3)G ewY©Z 

Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`šÍ ev hvPvB 

evQvB‡qi ci mwVK we‡ePbv Kwi‡j 

weµq nvZzwoi Qvc cÖ̀ v‡bi e¨e ’̄v 

MÖnY c~e©K AbwaK 45 Kvh©w`e‡mi 

g‡a¨ wba©vwiZ k‡Z© Av‡e`bKvix 

eivei dig-1 G cvk Bmy¨ 

Kwi‡eb| 

(6) cve©Z¨ †Rjv mgy‡n emevmiZ 

DcRvZxq e¨vw³MY A‡kªbxfy³ 

ebvÂj nB‡Z webv ivR‡¯̂ wbR¯̂ 

M„n ’̄vjx e¨env‡ii Rb¨ R¡vjvbx KvV 

I Ab¨vb¨ AcÖavb ebR `ªe¨ (wbwl× 

†NvwlZ e¨ZxZ) msMÖn Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb| 

Kwi‡eb| 

(6) cve©Z¨ †Rjv mgy‡n emevmiZ DcRvZxq e¨w³MY 

A‡kªbxfy³ ebvÂj nB‡Z webv ivR‡¯̂ I webv 

AbygwZ‡Z wbR¯̂ e¨envi I wRexKvi Rb¨ R¡vjvbx KvV 

I Ab¨vb¨ AcÖavb ebR `ªe¨ (wbwl× †NvwlZ e¨ZxZ) 

msMÖn I weµq Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

6. moK I 

Rbc_, †ijc_, 

euva, ms‡hvM 

moK, BZ¨vw` 

f~wg nB‡Z 

ebR`ªe¨ 

AvniY, 

AcmviY ev 

cwienb|- 

(1) eb wefv‡Mi wbqš¿Yvaxb b‡n ev 

eb wefv‡Mi mvgvwRK ebvqb 

Kg©m~Pxi AvIZvf~³ b‡n 

GBiƒcmoK I Rbc_, †ijc_, 

euva, ms‡hvM moK, †Rjv cwil` 

moK, ’̄vbxq miKvi I cÖ‡KŠkj 

wefv‡Mi moKmn Ab¨vb¨ miKvix 

gvwjKvbvaxb f‚wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ 

AvniY, AcmviY ev cwien‡bi 

cÖ‡qvRb nB‡j D³ f‚wg wbqš¿YKvix 

KZ…©c‡¶i by¨bZg †Rjv ch©v‡qi 

Kg©KZ©v‡K wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v 

eivei dig-3 GAv‡e`b Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e|  

(2) Dc-wewa (1) G 

DwjøwLZAv‡e`‡bi †cÖw¶‡Z AbwaK 

45 Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v ev Zvnvi wbKU nB‡Z 

¶gZvcÖvß †Kvb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K 

h_vh_ Z`šÍ c~e©K wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v D³ ebR`ªe¨ KZ©b I 

Avni‡bi AbygwZ cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡eb 

Ges GBiƒc Aby‡gvw`Z KZ©‡bi ci 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ebR`ª‡e¨ cvk 

nvZzwoi Qvc (Pass Marking)  

cÖ̀ vb I KwZ©Z ebR`ªe¨ cwien‡bi 

Rb¨ wba©vwiZ k‡Z© Av‡e`bKvix 

eivei dig-1 G cvk cÖ̀ v‡bi 

e¨e ’̄v Kwi‡eb| 

(1) eb wefv‡Mi wbqš¿Yvaxb b‡n GBiƒcmoK I 

Rbc_, †ijc_, euva, ms‡hvM moK, †Rjv cwil` 

moK, ’̄vbxq miKvi I cÖ‡KŠkj wefv‡Mi moKmn 

Ab¨vb¨ miKvix gvwjKvbvaxb f‚wg nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ 

AvniY, AcmviY ev cwien‡bi cÖ‡qvRb nB‡j D³ 

f‚wg wbqš¿YKvix KZ…©c‡¶i by¨bZg †Rjv ch©v‡qi 

Kg©KZ©v‡K wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v eivei dig-3 

GAv‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

(2) Dc-wewa (1) G DwjøwLZAv‡e`‡bi †cÖw¶‡Z 

AbwaK 45 Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev 

Zvnvi wbKU nB‡Z ¶gZvcÖvß †Kvb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K 

h_vh_ Z`šÍ c~e©K wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v D³ ebR`ªe¨ 

KZ©b I Avni‡bi AbygwZ cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡eb Ges GBiƒc 

Aby‡gvw`Z KZ©‡bi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ebR`ª‡e¨ 

cvk nvZzwoi Qvc (Pass Marking)  cÖ̀ vb I KwZ©Z 

ebR`ªe¨ cwien‡bi Rb¨ wba©vwiZ k‡Z© Av‡e`bKvix 

eivei dig-1 G cvk cÖ̀ v‡bi e¨e ’̄v Kwi‡eb| 

7. ‡emiKvix 

gvwjKvbvaxb 

f~wg nB‡Z 

(1) wd« jvB‡mÝ e¨ZxZ †emiKvix 

e¨w³ wKsev cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjKvbvaxb 

f~wg nB‡Z †Kvb ebR`ªe¨ AvniY 

(1) wd« jvB‡mÝ e¨ZxZ †emiKvix e¨w³ wKsev 

cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjKvbvaxb f~wg nB‡Z †Kvb ebR`ªe¨ 
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ebR`ªe¨ 

AvniY|- 

Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) G ewY©Z ebf~wg 

nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡bi Rb¨ f~wgi 

gvwjK KZ©„K wd« jvB‡mÝ Gi Rb¨ 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU dig-2 

G Av‡e`bcÎ `vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡et  

Z‡e kZ© _v‡K †h, GKB †nvwìs Gi 

wecix‡Z 2 ( ỳB) eQ‡ii g‡a¨ 

GKvwaKevi wd« jvB‡mÝ Gi Rb¨ 

Av‡e`b Kiv hvB‡e bv  

(3) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb wd« 

jvB‡mÝ MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ Av‡e`bc‡Îi 

mwnZ, cÖ‡hvR¨ ‡¶‡Î, wbgœewY©Z 

`wjjvw` `vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e, h_vt- 

(K) ‡Rjv cÖkvmK ev Dc‡Rjv 

wbe©vnx Kg©KZ©v KZ…©K cÖ̀ Ë 

gvwjKvbv msµvšÍ f~wgi nvjbvMv` 

bKkvmn cÖZ¨qbcÎ| 

(L) mswkøó f~wgi Rixc bKkvi 

†Uªwms Kwc;  

(M) f~wgi LvRbv cÖ̀ v‡bi nvjbvMv` 

iwk` (wWwmAvi)| 

(N) Av‡e`bKvixi 4 (Pvi) Kwc 

mZ¨vwqZ cvm‡cvU© AvKv‡ii Qwe| 

 (4) Dc-wewa (2) ewY©Z 

Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci mswkøó †iÄ 

ev †ókb Kg©KZ©v-  

(K) Z`šÍ Kwiqv Av‡e`bcÎ I 

Av‡e`b c‡Îi mwnZ mshy³ g¨vc 

m‡iRwg‡b cix¶v KiZt mswkøó f~wg 

Ges Av‡e`bc‡Î cÖ̀ wk©Z f~wgi 

ci¯úi wgj Av‡Q wKbv Dnv hvPvB 

KiZt D³ f~wg‡Z Aew ’̄Z Mv‡Qi 

gvwK©s ZvwjKv cȪ ‘Z Kwi‡eb; 

(L) `dv (K) Gi Aaxb cȪ ‘ZK…Z 

gvwK©s ZvwjKv Abyhvqx ebR`ª‡e¨i 

weeiY I AvbygvwbK cwigvY dig-2 

Gi 6 bs Kjv‡g Zvnvi cÖwZ‡e`b 

mn ZvwiL D‡jøL c~e©K ¯̂v¶i KiZt 

AbwaK 40 (Pwjøk) Kvh©w`e‡mi 

g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

†diZ cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡eb; 

(5) f~wgi gvwjKvbv wel‡q †Kvb 

RwUjZv cwijw¶Z nB‡j wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©v welqwUi wb®úwËi j‡¶¨ 

†WcywU Kwgkbv‡ii wbKU †cÖiY 

Kwi‡eb Ges †WcywU Kwgkbvi 

cÖ‡qvRbxq hvPvB evQvB Kwiqv 

AbwaK wÎk (30) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ 

AvniY Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) G ewY©Z ebf~wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ 

Avni‡bi Rb¨ f~wgi gvwjK KZ©„K wd« jvB‡mÝ Gi Rb¨ 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU dig-2 G Av‡e`bcÎ 

`vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

Z‡e kZ© _v‡K †h, GKB †nvwìs Gi wecix‡Z 1 (GK) 

eQ‡ii g‡a¨ GKvwaKevi wd« jvB‡mÝ Gi Av‡e`b Kiv 

hvB‡e bv|  

(3) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb wd« jvB‡mÝ MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ 

Av‡e`bc‡Îi mwnZ cÖ‡hvR¨ ‡¶‡Î wbb¥ewY©Z `wjjvw` 

`vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e, h_vt- 

(K) †Pqvig¨vb, cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` KZ…©K cÖ̀ Ë 

gvwjKvbv msµvšÍ f~wgi nvjbvMv` bKkvmn 

cÖZ¨qbcÎ| 

(L) mswkøó f~wgi Rgve›`x/LwZqv‡bi Kwc 

(M) f~wgi LvRbv cÖ̀ v‡bi nvjbvMv` iwk` (wWwmAvi)| 

(N) Av‡e`bKvixi 4 (Pvi) Kwc mZ¨vwqZ cvm‡cvU© 

AvKv‡ii Qwe| 

(4) Dc-wewa (2) G ewY©Z Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci 

mswkøó †iÄ ev †ókb Kg©KZ©v- (K) Z`bÍ Kwiqv 

Av‡e`bcÎ I Av‡e`b c‡Îi mwnZ mshy³ g¨vc 

m‡iRwg‡b cix¶v KiZt mswkøó f~wg Ges Av‡e`bc‡Î 

cÖ̀ wk©Z f~wgi ci¯úi wgj Av‡Q wKbv Dnv hvPvB KiZt 

D³ f~wg‡Z Aew ’̄Z Mv‡Qi gvwK©s ZvwjKv cȪ ‘Z 

Kwi‡eb; 

(L) `dv (K) Gi Aaxb cȪ ‘ZK…Z gvwKs ZvwjKv 

Abyhvqx ebR`ª‡e¨i weeiY I AvbygvwbK cwigvY dig-

2 Gi 6 bs Kjv‡g Zvnvi cÖwZ‡e`b mn ZvwiL D‡jøL 

c~e©K ¯̂v¶i KiZt AbwaK 30 (wÎk) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU †diZ cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡eb; 

(5) f~wgi gvwjKvbv wel‡q †Kvb RwUjZv cwijw¶Z 

nB‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v welqwUi wb®úwËi j‡¶¨ 

‡Pqvig¨vb cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` GiwbKU †cÖiY Kwi‡eb 

Ges ‡Pqvig¨vbcve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` cÖ‡qvRbxq hvPvB 

evQvB Kwiqv AbwaK wÎk (30) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU cÖwZ‡e`b †cÖiY Kwi‡eb| 

(6) Dc-wewa (4) Gi `dv (L) Abyhvqx †iÄ/†ókb 

Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z cÖwZ‡e`bmn Av‡e`b cÎwU 

†diZ cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v AbwaK 30 

(wÎk) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ webv ivR‡¯̂ Avni‡bi Rb¨ 

dig-4 G wd« jvB‡mÝ Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb|  

(7)emZ wfUvi 10 (`k) wU ch©šÍMvQ (KZ©‡bi ci 

cwigv‡c hv ùvovq)cÖK…Z Awaevmxi Riæix cÖ‡qvR‡b 

Avni‡Yi Rb¨ ’̄vbxq †iÄ Kg©KZ©v we‡kl we‡ePbvq wd« 

cviwgU cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(8) Dcwewa (7) Gi Aaxb  we‡kl we‡ePbvq wd«cviwgU 

cÖvwßi Rb¨ Riæix cÖ‡qvRb m¤ŵjZ ’̄vbxq †nWg¨vb Gi 
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wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

cÖwZ‡e`b †cÖiY Kwi‡eb| 

(6) Dc-wewa (4) Gi `dv (L) 

Abyhvqx †iÄ/†ókb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

nB‡Z cÖwZ‡e`bmn Av‡e`b cÎwU 

†diZ cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v cÖwZ‡e`b wel‡q mš‘ó 

nB‡j AbwaK 30 (wÎk) 

Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ webv ivR‡¯̂ 

Avni‡bi Rb¨ dig-4 G wd« 

jvB‡mÝ Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb|  

(7)emZ wfUvi 5 (cvuP) wU ch©šÍ 

MvQ (AbwaK †gvU 100 NbdzU KvV) 

cÖK…Z Awaevmxi Riæix cÖ‡qvR‡b 

Avni‡Yi Rb¨ ’̄vbxq †iÄ Kg©KZ©v 

we‡kl we‡ePbvq wd« cviwgU cÖ̀ vb 

Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

(8) Dcwewa (7) Gi Aaxb  we‡kl 

we‡ePbvq wd« cviwgU cÖvwßi Rb¨ 

Riæix cÖ‡qvRb m¤ŵjZ ’̄vbxq 

†Pqvig¨vb ev †nWg¨vb Gi cÖZ¨qb 

cÎ, Rwgi Rixc bKkv †Uªwms Kwc, 

nvjbvMv` iwk` I   2(`yB) Kwc 

Qwe mn Rwgi gvwjK‡K †iÂ 

Kg©KZ©vi wbKU Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e|  

(9) Dc-wewa (8) Gi Aaxb cÖvß 

Av‡e`‡bi welqwU  m‡iRwg‡b Z`šÍ 

Kwiqv ’̄vbxq †iÄ Kg©KZ©v 30 

Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wd« cviwgU cÖ̀ vb 

Kwiqv h_vh_ gva¨‡g wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©vi wbKU cÖwZ‡e`b †cÖiY 

Kwi‡eb| 

(10)  †Kvb emZwfUvi gvwjK eQ‡i 

GK evi gvÎ we‡kl we‡ePbvi †hvM¨ 

nB‡eb|  

(11) GKRb †iÄ Kg©KZ©v gv‡m 2 

wUi AwaK we‡kl we‡ePbvq cviwgU 

cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb bv| 

cÖZ¨qb cÎ, Rwgi Rgve›`x/LwZqv‡bi  Kwc, nvjbvMv` 

LvRbv cÖ̀ v‡bi nvjbvMv` iwk` I 2 (`yB) Kwc Qwe mn 

Rwgi gvwjK‡K †iÂ Kg©KZ©vi wbKU Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e|  

(9) Dcwewa (8) Gi Aaxb cÖvß Av‡e`‡bi welqwU  

m‡iRwg‡b Z`šÍ Kwiqv ’̄vbxq †iÄ Kg©KZ©v 30 

Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wd« cviwgU cÖ̀ vb Kwiqv h_vh_ 

gva¨‡g wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU cÖwZ‡e`b †cÖiY 

Kwi‡eb| 

(10)  †Kvb emZwfUvi gvwjK eQ‡i GK evi gvÎ 

we‡kl we‡ePbvi †hvM¨ nB‡eb|  

(11) GKRb †iÄ Kg©KZ©v gv‡m 10 wUi AwaK we‡kl 

we‡ePbvq cviwgU cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb bv| 

(12) e‡›`ve Í̄ cÖvß Rwgi msjMœ †fvM`Ljxq AwZwi³ 

Rwgi evMv‡bi KvV e‡›`ve Í̄ jä evMv‡bi cviwg‡Ui 

ms‡M mshy³ Kiv hvB‡e| 

(13) e‡›`ve Í̄ nxb †fvM`Ljxq f~wg‡Z e¨w³ Ges 

†emiKvix ch©v‡q m„wRZ evMv‡bi †¶‡Î mswk-ó †gŠRvi 

†nWg¨vb KZ…©K cÖZ¨qb cÎ mnKv‡i wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©vi eive‡i Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| G‡¶‡ÎI wd«-

jvB‡mÝ c×wZ AbymiY Kiv nB‡e| 

(14) MÖvgevmx KZ©„K msiw¶Z cÖvK…wZK (Village 
Commom Forest)) e‡bi KvV, evuk I Ab¨vb¨ 

ebR `e¨ mswkøó †nWg¨v‡bi mycvwik µ‡g ’̄vbxq †iÄ/ 

†÷kb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K wba©vwiZ GKK ivR¯̂ cwi‡kva 

c~e©K PjvPj cvk MÖnY Kwiqv AvniY I cwienY Kiv 

hvB‡e| 

(15) ÒMv‡Qi †Mvov nB‡Z 4.5 dzU Dc‡i Mv‡Qi †eo 

Kgc‡¶ 2.5 dzU nB‡j MvQ KZ©b †hvM¨ ewjqv we‡ewPZ 

nB‡e| Z‡e we‡kl †¶‡Î evMv‡bi w ’̄Z me MvQ KZ©b 

(mvdvBKvUv cÖ‡qvRb nBqv cwo‡j KviY D‡jøL c~e©K 

eb msi¶‡Ki eive‡i Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges eb 

msi¶K Av‡e`‡bi ¸iæZ¡ we‡ePbv Kwiqv 10 Kvh© 

w`e‡mi g‡a¨ AbygwZ cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡eb|Ó  

8. ‡emiKvix 

gvwjKvbvaxb 

f~wg nB‡Z 

ebR`ªe¨ 

cwienb|- 

(1) wewa 7 G ewY©Z f~wg nB‡Z 

AvnwiZ ebR`ªe¨ cwienb Kwi‡Z 

nB‡j wb‡¤§ewY©Z c`‡¶c mg~n 

AbymiY Kwi‡Z nB‡e, h_vt- 

(K) wd«-jvB‡mÝ g~‡j KwZ©Z 

ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi ’̄vb (Mv‡Qi 

†Mvov) nB‡Z cwienb Kwievi c~‡e© 

wU¤v̂‡ii cÖwZ L‡Û gvwjKvbv nvZzox 

I wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K 

¶gZvcÖvß †Kvb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K cvk 

gvK©v nvZzwoi Qvc cÖ̀ vb (Pass 
Marking) e¨ZxZ †Kvb ebR `ªe¨ 

cwienb Kiv hvB‡e bvt 

(1) wewa 7 G ewY©Z f~wg nB‡Z AvnwiZ ebR`ªe¨ 

cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j wb‡¤§ewY©Z c`‡¶c mg~n 

AbymiY Kwi‡Z nB‡e, h_vt- 

(K) wd«-jvB‡mÝ g~‡j KwZ©Z ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi ’̄vb 

(Mv‡Qi †Mvov) nB‡Z cwienb Kwievi c~‡e© wU¤v̂‡ii 

cÖwZ L‡Û gvwjKvbv nvZzox I wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v 

KZ©„K ¶gZvcÖvß †Kvb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K cvk gvK©v 

nvZzwoi Qvc cÖ̀ vb (Pass Marking) e¨ZxZ †Kvb 

ebR `ªe¨ cwienb Kiv hvB‡e bv; 

Z‡e kZ© _v‡K †h, gvwjKvbv I cvkgvK©v nvZzwoi Qvc 

cÖ̀ v‡bi ci †Kvb wU¤̂vi LÛb ev wPovB Kwievi 

cÖ‡qvRb nB‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev Z`&KZ©„K 

¶gZvcÖvß †Kvb eb Kg©KZ©vi AbygwZ MÖnY Kwi‡Z 
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Z‡e kZ© _v‡K †h gvwjKvbv I cvk 

gvK©v nvZzwoi Qvc cÖ̀ v‡bi ci 

†Kvb wU¤v̂i LÛb ev wPovB Kwievi 

cÖ‡qvRb nB‡j wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v ev Z`&KZ©„K ¶gZvcÖvß 

†Kvb eb Kg©KZ©vi AbygwZ MÖnY 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges wPovB ev 

LÛ‡bi ci wU¤̂viG cybivq cvk 

gvwK©s nvZzoxi Qvc cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e|  

(L) Mv‡Qi †Mvov nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ 

Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cv‡Z cwienb  

Kwievi wbwgË Aby‡gv`‡bi Rb¨ 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb Gi Rb¨ 

Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e; 

(M) `dv (L) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b 

cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev 

Zvnvi wbKU nB‡Z ¶gZvcÖvß Ab¨ 

†Kvb Kg©KZ©v ebR`ªe¨ Mv‡Qi †Mvov 

nB‡Z Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cv‡Z enb 

Kwievi Rb¨ dig-5 ev, †¶ÎgZ, 

dig-6 G mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb 

I Dnvi GKwU Abywjwc Bmy¨ 

Kwi‡eb; 

(N) wd«-jvB‡mÝ G ewY©Z f~wg nB‡Z 

ebR `ªe¨ cwienb Kwiqv wbKUeZ©x 

myweavRbK ’̄v‡b wW‡cv KiZt 

†mLv‡b gRy` Kwi‡Z nB‡j gvwj‡Ki 

bvg, g¨vcmn †gŠRvi bvg, LwZqvb, 

`vM bs BZ¨vw` D‡jøL Kwiqv c„_K 

Av‡e`bc‡Îi gva¨‡g wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©vi wjwLZ Aby‡gv`b MÖnY 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e; 

(O) mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb g~‡j 

AvnwiZ I Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cv‡Z 

iw¶Z ebR`ªe¨ Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cvi 

evwn‡i cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j ‡iÄ 

ev †ókb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU mvwU©wd‡KU 

Ae AwiwRb Gi Kwc mshy³ Kwiqv 

†h mKj ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb Kiv 

cÖ‡qvRb Dnvi RvZ, cwigvY Ges 

MšÍe¨ ’̄j D‡jøLKiZt cvk MÖn‡Yi 

Rb¨ Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e; 

(P) `dv (O) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b 

cÖvwßi ci †iÄ ev †ókb Kg©KZ©v 

cÖ‡qvRbxq cix¶v‡šÍ mwVK we‡ePbv 

Kwi‡j AbwaK c‡bi (15) 

Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ cvk Bmy¨i Rb¨ 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

cÖwZ‡e`b †cÖiY Kwi‡eb; 

(Q) `dv (P) Gi Aaxb cÖwZ‡e`b 

cÖvwßi ci AbwaK c‡bi Kvh©w`e‡mi 

g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev Zvnvi 

nB‡e Ges wPovB ev LÛ‡bi ci wU¤v̂i G cybivq cvk 

gvwK©s nvZzoxi Qvc cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z nB‡e; 

(L) Mv‡Qi †Mvov nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cv‡Z 

cwienb  Kwievi wbwgË Aby‡gv`‡bi Rb¨ wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©vi wbKU mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb Gi Rb¨ 

Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e; 

(M) `dv (L) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v ev Zvnvi wbKU nB‡Z ¶gZvcÖvß Ab¨ †Kvb 

Kg©KZ©v ebR`ªe¨ Mv‡Qi †Mvov nB‡Z Aby‡gvw`Z 

wW‡cv‡Z enb Kwievi Rb¨ dig-5 ev, †¶ÎgZ, dig-

6 G mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb I Dnvi GKwU Abywjwc 

Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb; 

(N) wd«-jvB‡mÝ G ewY©Z f~wg nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb 

Kwiqv wbKUeZ©x myweavRbK ’̄v‡b wW‡cv KiZt †mLv‡b 

gRy` Kwi‡Z nB‡j gvwj‡Ki bvg, g¨vcmn †gŠRvi bvg, 

LwZqvb, `vM bs BZ¨vw` D‡j-L Kwiqv c„_K 

Av‡e`bc‡Îi gva¨‡g wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wjwLZ 

Aby‡gv`b MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e; 

(O) mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb g~‡j AvnwiZ I Aby‡gvw`Z 

wW‡cv‡Z iw¶Z ebR`ªe¨ Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cvi evwn‡i 

cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j ‡iÄ ev †ókb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

mvwU©wd‡KU Ae AwiwRb Gi Kwc mshy³ Kwiqv †h 

mKj ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb Kiv cÖ‡qvRb Dnvi RvZ, 

cwigvY Ges MšÍe¨ ’̄j D‡jøL KiZt cvk MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ 

Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e; 

(P) `dv (O) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci †iÄ ev 

†ókb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq cix¶v‡šÍ mwVK we‡ePbv 

Kwi‡j AbwaK c‡bi (15) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ cvk Bmy¨i 

Rb¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU cÖwZ‡e`b †cÖiY 

Kwi‡eb; 

(Q) `dv (P) Gi Aaxb cÖwZ‡e`b cÖvwßi ci AbwaK 

c‡bi Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vKZ©„K 

¶gZvcÖvß Ab¨ †Kvb eb Kg©KZ©v,dig-1 G cvk Bmy¨ 

Kwi‡eb; 

(R) †Kvb evMv‡bi KvV cÖ_gevi cviwgU cvIqvi ci 

ïaygvÎ cÖ_gev‡ii m~Î D‡jøL Kwiqv †mB †¶‡Î 

cviwg‡Ui Rb¨ Av‡e`b Kiv hvB‡e Ges cieZ©x‡Z 

Av‡e`b c‡Îi mv‡_ `vwLjv, LwZqvb, Rgvew›` BZ¨vw` 

AvbymvswMK KvMRcÎ ms‡hvRb Kwievi cÖ‡qvRb nB‡e 

bv| 

 

(2) Rbmvavi‡bi wbR¯̂ emZ evwU nB‡Z Avg, KuvVvj, 

Kvj Rvg, Zvj, bvwi‡Kj, mycvwi, †LRyi, wkgyj MvQ, 

Pv, ivevi, eU, RjcvB, AvMi I wjPz MvQ AvniY I 

cwien‡bi †¶‡Î †Kvb ai‡bi c~e© AbygwZi cÖ‡qvRb 

nB‡e bv Ges cÖavb eb msi¶K, cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a, 

miKvix †M‡R‡U weÁwß Rvixi gva¨‡g wbw`©ó GjvKvi 

Rb¨ D‡jøwLZ cÖRvwZi Mv‡Qi mv‡_ bZzb †Kvb cÖRvwZi 

Mv‡Qi bvg AšÍf~©³ Kwi‡Z, ev` w`‡Z ev D‡jøwLZ 

cÖRvwZi Mv‡Qi bvg cwieZ©b Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 
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wbKU nB‡Z ¶gZv cÖvß Ab¨ †Kvb 

eb Kg©KZ©v mnKvix eb msi¶K Gi 

wb‡gœ b‡n, dig-1 G cvk Bmy¨ 

Kwi‡eb; 

(2) Rbmvavi‡bi wbR¯̂ emZ evwU 

nB‡Z Avg, KuvVvj, Kvj Rvg, Zvj, 

bvwi‡Kj, mycvwi, †LRyi I wkgyj 

MvQ AvniY I cwien‡bi †¶‡Î 

†Kvb ai‡bi c~e© AbygwZi cÖ‡qvRb 

nB‡e bv Ges cÖavb eb msi¶K, 

cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a, miKvix †M‡R‡U 

weÁwß Rvixi gva¨‡g wbw`©ó GjvKvi 

Rb¨ D‡jøwLZ cÖRvwZi Mv‡Qi mv‡_ 

bZzb †Kvb cÖRvwZi Mv‡Qi bvg 

AšÍf~©³ Kwi‡Z, ev` w`‡Z wKsev 

D‡jøwLZ cÖRvwZi Mv‡Qi bvg 

cwieZ©b Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

9. Pv evMv‡bi 

f‚wg nB‡Z ebR 

`ªe¨ AvniY, 

AcmviY ev 

cwienb|- 

 (1) cviwgU e¨ZxZ Pv evMv‡bi f‚wg 

nB‡Z ebR `ªe¨ AvniY, AcmviY ev 

cwienb Kiv hvB‡e bv|  

(2) Dcwewa (1) G ewY©Z f~wg nB‡Z 

ebR`ªe¨ Avni‡Yi Rb¨ f~wg gvwjK 

KZ©„K wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

cviwg‡Ui Rb¨ dig-7 G  Av‡e`bcÎ 

`vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(3) Dcwewa (2) Gi Aaxb `vwLjK…Z 

Av‡e`b c‡Îi mwnZ wbgœewY©Z `wjjvvw` 

`vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e, h_vt 

(K) evsjv‡`k Pv ‡evW© KZ©„K AbygwZ 

cÎ hvnv‡Z evsjv‡`k Pv ‡evW© GB g‡g© 

cÖZ¨qb Kwi‡e †h cÖvw_©Z f~wg nB‡Z e„¶ 

KZ©„‡bi ci †mLv‡b Pv evMvb m„R‡bi 

Rb¨ evMvb gvwj‡Ki cÖ‡qvRbxq 

cwiKíbv, A_© I DcKi‡bi ms ’̄vb 

iwnqv‡Q Ges cwic° e„¶ KZ©b I 

Acmvi‡bi ci †mLv‡b Dchy³ cÖRvwZi 

DbœZ gv‡bi Pviv Øviv cybivq ebvqb 

Kwievi cÖ‡qvRbxq cwiKíbv, A_© I 

DcKi‡bi ms ’̄vb evMvb gvwj‡Ki 

iwnqv‡Q; 

(L) dig-14 G cȪ ‘ZK…Z e¨e ’̄vcbv 

cwiKíbv ; 

(M) mswk-ó f~wg Rixc bKkvi †Uªwms 

Kwc I Rwgi gvwjKvbv msµvšÍ  

cÖgvYcÎ; 

(4) Dcwewa (2) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`bcÎ 

cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v D³ 

Av‡e`bc‡Î ewY©Z ebR`ª‡e¨i mwVK 

cÖvc¨Zv m¤̂‡Ü hvPvB Gi Rb¨ †iÄ ev 

†÷kb Kg©KZ©vi wb‡KU †cÖiY Kwi‡eb|  

wewa 9| (1) cviwgU e¨ZxZ Pv evMv‡bi f‚wg nB‡Z ebR 

`ªe¨ AvniY, AcmviY ev cwienb Kiv hvB‡e bv|  

(2) Dcwewa (1) G ewY©Z f~wg nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ Avni‡Yi 

Rb¨ f~wg gvwjK KZ©„K wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

cviwg‡Ui Rb¨ dig-7 G  Av‡e`bcÎ `vwLj Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e| 

(3) Dcwewa (2) Gi Aaxb `vwLjK…Z Av‡e`b c‡Îi mwnZ 

wbgœewY©Z `wjjvvw` `vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e, h_vt 

(K) evsjv‡`k Pv ‡evW© KZ©„K AbygwZ cÎ hvnv‡Z evsjv‡`k 

Pv ‡evW© GB g‡g© cÖZ¨qb Kwi‡e †h cÖvw_©Z f~wg nB‡Z e„¶ 

KZ©„‡bi ci †mLv‡b Pv evMvb m„R‡bi Rb¨ evMvb gvwj‡Ki 

cÖ‡qvRbxq cwiKíbv, A_© I DcKi‡bi ms ’̄vb iwnqv‡Q 

Ges cwic° e„¶ KZ©b I Acmvi‡bi ci †mLv‡b Dchy³ 

cÖRvwZi DbœZ gv‡bi Pviv Øviv cybivq ebvqb Kwievi 

cÖ‡qvRbxq cwiKíbv, A_© I DcKi‡bi ms ’̄vb evMvb 

gvwj‡Ki iwnqv‡Q; 

(L) dig-14 G cȪ ‘ZK…Z e¨e¯’vcbv cwiKíbv ; 

(M) mswk-ó f~wg Rgvew›`/LwZqv‡bi Kwc I Rwgi 

gvwjKvbv msµvšÍ cÖgvbcÎ| 

(4) Dcwewa (2) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©v D³ Av‡e`bc‡Î ewY©Z ebR`ª‡e¨i mwVK 

cÖvc¨Zv m¤‡̂Ü hvPvB Gi Rb¨ †iÄ ev †÷kb Kg©KZ©vi 

wb‡KU †cÖiY Kwi‡eb|  

(5) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi 

ci †iÄ ev †÷kb Kg©KZ©v m‡iRwg‡b hvPvBKiZt cÖvß 

ebR`ª‡e¨i weeiY I cwigvY dig-7 G Zvnvi cÖwZ‡e`‡b 

wjwce× Kwiqv mycvwikmn AbwaK 30 (wÎk) Kvh©w`e‡mi 

g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU †cÖiY Kwi‡eb| 

(6) ‡iÄ ev †÷kb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z mycvwikmn 

cÖwZ‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, cÖ‡hvR¨ †¶‡Î, 

miKvi KZ©„K wba©vwiZ ivR¯̂ Av`vq Kwiqv wba©vwiZ k‡Z© 
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(5) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z 

Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci †iÄ ev †÷kb 

Kg©KZ©vi m‡iRwg‡b hvPvBKiZt cÖvß 

ebR`ª‡e¨i weeiY I cwigvY dig-7G 

Zvnvi cÖwZ‡e`‡b wjwce× Kwiqv 

mycvwikmn AbwaK 30 (wÎk) 

Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi 

wbKU †cÖiY Kwi‡eb| 

(6) ‡iÄ ev †÷kb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

nB‡Z mycvwikmn cÖwZ‡e`b cÖvwßi ci 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, cÖ‡hvR¨ †¶‡Î, 

miKvi KZ©„K wba©vwiZ ivR¯̂ Av`vq 

Kwiqv wba©vwiZ k‡Z© dig-8 Abyhvqx 

Av‡e`bKvix eivei cviwgU Bmy¨ 

Kwi‡eb|  

dig-8 Abyhvqx Av‡e`bKvix eivei cviwgU Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb|  

10. moK, 

gnvmoK, 

†ijc_, 

Rjc_, AvKvk 

c_ev Ab¨vb¨ 

c‡_ ebR `ªe¨ 

cwienb|-  

(1) GB wewagvjviAb¨vb¨ weavbvejx 

mv‡c‡¶, †h †Kvb moK, gnvmoK, 

†ijc_, Rjc_, AvKvk c‡_ ebR 

`ªe¨ cwienY Kiv hvB‡e| 

(2) GB wewagvjvi Ab¨vb¨ 

weavbvejx AbymiY Ges mswk-ó 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi Aby‡gv`b 

mv‡c‡¶ †h †Kvb †ijI‡q †ókb, 

wegvb e›`i, †bŠe›`i ev jÂ 

Uvwg©bvj nB‡Z †Kvb ebR`ªe¨ UªvK, 

†ij, wógvi, jÂ, Kv‡M©v, wegvb 

BZ¨vw` †hv‡M Ab¨ †Kvb MšÍe¨ ’̄‡j 

†cÖi‡Yi Rb¨ eywKs Kiv hvB‡e| 

wewa 10| (1) GB wewagvjvi Ab¨vb¨ weavbvejx mv‡c¶ 

†h †Kvb moK, gnvmoK, †ijc_, Rjc_, AvKvk 

c‡_ebR ª̀e¨ cwienY Kiv hvB‡e| 

(2) GB wewagvjvi Ab¨vb¨ weavbvejx AbymiY Ges 

mswk-ó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi Aby‡gv`b mv‡c‡¶ †h 

†Kvb †ijI‡q †ókb, wegvb e›`i, †bŠe›`i ev jÂ 

Uvwg©bvj nB‡Z †Kvb ebR`ªe¨ UªvK, †ij, BwÄb PvwjZ 

†evU, jÂ, Kv‡M©v, wegvb BZ¨vw` †hv‡M Ab¨ †Kvb 

MšÍe¨ ’̄‡j †cÖi‡Yi Rb¨ eywKs Kiv hvB‡e| 

11.gvwjKvbv 

nvZzwo I Dnvi 

wbewÜKiY|- 

(1) ebR`ª‡e¨i cÖ‡Z¨K †µZv ev 

e¨emvqx, A_ev cviwgU ev wd« jvB‡mÝ 

MÖnxZvi †h †Kvb cÖKvi wU¤v̂i ev ebR 

`ª‡e¨i gvwjKvbv wPwýZKi‡bi D‡Ï‡k¨, 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z cÖvß 

bgybv Abyyhvqx ÒgvwjKvbv nvZzwoÓ cȪ ‘Z 

KiZt Dnv wbeÜ‡bi Rb¨ `yBkZ UvKv 

wbewÜKiY ÒwdÓ Rgv w`qv wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v eivei, cÖ‡qvRbxq gvwjKvbv 

`wjjvw`mn wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb| 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`bcÎ 

cÖvwßi ci mswkøó wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v 

h_vh_ Z`šÍ Kwiqv mš—yó nB‡j 

AbwaK (30) wÎk Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ 

dig-9 G GZ`&msµvšÍ `wjjvw`mn 

RgvK…Z gvwjKvbv nvZzwo wbeÜb 

Kwi‡eb|  

(3) wbewÜZ ÒgvwjKvbv nvZzoxÓ Gi 

‡gqv` nB‡e GK ermi Ges cÖ‡Z¨K 

ermi †gqv` †k‡li c~‡e©B cieZx© 

erm‡ii Rb¨ eva¨Zvg~jKfv‡e D³ 

wbeÜb bevqb Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges 

D³iƒc bevq‡bi D‡Ï‡k¨ GKkZ UvKv 

(1) ebR`ª‡e¨i cÖ‡Z¨K †µZv ev e¨emvqx, A_ev cviwgU ev 

wd« jvB‡mÝ MÖnxZvi †h †Kvb cÖKvi wU¤v̂i ev ebR `ª‡e¨i 

gvwjKvbv wPwýZKi‡bi D‡Ï‡k¨, wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi 

wbKU nB‡Z cÖvß bgybv Abyyhvqx ÒgvwjKvbv nvZzwoÓ cȪ ‘Z 

KiZt Dnv wbeÜ‡bi Rb¨ ỳBkZ UvKv wbewÜKiY ÒwdÓ 

Rgv w`qv wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v eivei, cÖ‡qvRbxq gvwjKvbv 

`wjjvw`mn wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci mswkøó 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v AbwaK c‡bi Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ dig-

9 G GZ`&msµvšÍ `wjjvw`mn RgvK…Z gvwjKvbv nvZzwo 

wbeÜb Kwi‡eb|  

(3) wbewÜZ ÒgvwjKvbv nvZzoxÓ Gi ‡gqv` nB‡e GK 

ermi Ges cÖ‡Z¨K ermi †gqv` †k‡li c~‡e©B cieZx© 

erm‡ii Rb¨ eva¨Zvg~jKfv‡e D³ wbeÜb bevqb Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e Ges D³iƒc bevq‡bi D‡Ï‡k¨ GKkZ UvKv bevqb 

wd mn wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(4) GB wewai Aaxb wbewÜZ gvwjKvbv nvZzoxi †gqv` 

DËxY© nBqv †M‡j D³ gvwjKvbv nvZzox †Kvbfv‡eB e¨envi 

Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

(5) Dc-wewa (3) Gi Aaxb bevq‡bi Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v gvwjKvbv nvZzox AbwaK (15) c‡bi 
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bevqb wd mn wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi 

wbKU wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e| 

(4) GB wewai Aaxb wbewÜZ gvwjKvbv 

nvZzoxi †gqv` DËxY© nBqv †M‡j D³ 

gvwjKvbv nvZzox †Kvbfv‡eB e¨envi 

Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

(5) Dc-wewa (3) Gi Aaxb bevq‡bi 

Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v, cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`šÍ mv‡c‡¶, 

hvPvB evQvB Kwiqv mš‘ó nB‡j, 

gvwjKvbv nvZzox AbwaK (15) c‡bi 

Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ bevqb Kwi‡eb| 

(6) gvwjKvbv nvZzox wbewÜZKiY mb` 

nvivBqv †M‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v 

cª‡qvRbxq Z`šÍµ‡g cÂvk UvKv wd 

Av`vq KiZt mZ¨vwqZ bKj cÖ̀ vb 

Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

(7) wbewÜK…Z gvwjKvbv nvZzox nvivBqv 

†M‡j nvZzox gvwjK‡K Zr¶bvr mswk-ó 

_vbvq †Rbv‡ij Wv‡qix (wRwW) wjwce× 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges D³ wRwW Gw›Uªi 

Kwcmn nvivBqv hvIqvi NUbv 

wjwLZfv‡e wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v‡K 

AewnZ Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(8) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq 

Z`šÍ mv‡c‡¶ D³ nvivBqv hvIqvi 

welqwU mswk-ó `ßi mg~n‡K ÁvZ 

Kwi‡eb| 

(9) nvivBqv hvIqv nvZzoxi †¶‡Î, 

nvZzox gvwjK Dcwewa (1) Abyhvqx bZzb 

gvwjKvbv nvZyox wbeÜb Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb| 

(10) bZzbfv‡e wbeÜ‡bi †¶‡Î mswkøó 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v nvivBqv hvIqv 

gvwjKvbv nvZzox evwZj †NvlYv Kwiqv 

mvaviY Awdm Av‡`k Rvix Kwi‡eb| 

Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ bevqb Kwi‡eb| 

(6) gvwjKvbv nvZzox wbewÜZKiY mb` nvivBqv †M‡j 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cª‡qvRbxq Z`šÍµ‡g cÂvk UvKv wd 

Av`vq KiZt mZ¨vwqZ bKj cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

(7) wbewÜK…Z gvwjKvbv nvZzox nvivBqv †M‡j gvwjK‡K 

Zr¶bvr mswk-ó _vbvq †Rbv‡ij Wv‡qix (wRwW) wjwce× 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges D³ wRwW Gw›Uªi Kwcmn nvivBqv hvIqvi 

NUbv wjwLZfv‡e wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v‡K AewnZ Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e| 

(8) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`šÍ mv‡c‡¶ D³ 

nvivBqv hvIqvi welqwU mswk-ó `ßi mg~n‡K ÁvZ 

Kwi‡eb| 

(9) nvivBqv hvIqv nvZzoxi †¶‡Î, nvZzox gvwjK Dcwewa 

(1) Abyhvqx bZzb gvwjKvbv nvZyox wbeÜb Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb| 

(10) bZzbfv‡e wbeÜ‡bi †¶‡Î mswkøó wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v nvivBqv hvIqv gvwjKvbv nvZzox evwZj †NvlYv 

Kwiqv mvaviY Awdm Av‡`k Rvix Kwi‡eb| 

12.ebR`ªe¨ 

gRy` ivwLevi 

Rb¨ wW‡cv 

wbewÜKiY|- 

(1) †Kvb e¨w³ ebR`ªe¨ Aby‡gvw`Z 

wW‡cv e¨ZxZ Ab¨ †Kvb wW‡cv‡Z 

gRy` ivwL‡Z Pvwn‡j D³ wW‡cv 

’̄vcb I cwiPvjbvi Rb¨ wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©v Gi Kvh©vj‡q wbeÜb 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges D³iƒc wbeÜb 

e¨ZxZ †Kvb wW‡cv ’̄vcb ev 

cwiPvjbv Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

(2) Dc wewa (1) Gi Aaxb wW‡cv 

’̄vcb c~e©K wbeÜ‡bi Rb¨ wbeÜY 

wd eve` GK nvRvi UvKv Rgv w`qv 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v eivei 

wewa 12| (1) †Kvb e¨w³ ebR`ªe¨ Aby‡gvw`Z wW‡cv 

e¨ZxZ Ab¨ †Kvb wW‡cv‡Z gRy` ivwL‡Z Pvwn‡j D³ 

wW‡cv ’̄vcb I cwiPvjbvi Rb¨ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v 

Gi Kvh©vj‡q wbeÜb Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges D³iƒc wbeÜb 

e¨ZxZ †Kvb wW‡cv ’̄vcb ev cwiPvjbv Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

(2) Dc wewa (1) Gi Aaxb wW‡cv ’̄vcb c~e©K 

wbeÜ‡bi Rb¨ wbeÜY wd eve` GK nvRvi UvKv Rgv 

w`qv wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v eivei wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(3) Dcwewa (2) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©v ev Zvnvi cÖwZwbwa,     cȪ ÍvweZ ’̄vb Ges 

ebvÂ‡ji Ae ’̄vb we‡ePbv Kwiqv mš‘ó nB‡j AbwaK 
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wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(3) Dcwewa (2) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b 

cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev 

Zvnvi cÖwZwbwa, cȪ ÍvweZ ’̄vb Ges 

ebvÂ‡ji Ae ’̄vb we‡ePbv Kwiqv 

mš‘ó nB‡j AbwaK (45) cuqZvwjøk 

Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wW‡cv ’̄vc‡bi 

AbygwZ cÖ̀ vbmn dig-10 Abyhvqx 

Av‡e`bKvixi wW‡cv wbeÜb Kwiqv 

Av‡e`bKvix eivei wbeÜb mb` 

Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

(4) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v 

Av‡e`bKvixi cÖvw_©Z †Kvb Ae ’̄v‡b 

eb msi¶Y I ebR`ª‡e¨i 

†PvivPvjvb cÖwZnZKi‡Yi ¯̂v‡_© 

cÖvw_©Z wW‡cv ’̄vcb I wbeÜ‡bi 

Av‡e`b cÖZ¨vL¨vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb|  

(5) Dcwewa (4) Gi Aaxb wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©vi D³ Av‡`‡ki weiæ‡× 

60 (lvU) w`‡bi g‡a¨ eb msi¶K 

Gi wbKU Avcxj Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb 

Ges GB †¶‡Î eb msi¶K KZ©„K 

cÖ̀ Ë wm×všÍ PzovšÍ nB‡e|  

(6)  GB wewai Aaxb wbewÜZ 

wW‡cvi †gqv` nB‡e GK ermi Ges 

cÖ‡Z¨K ermi †gqv` †k‡li c~‡e©B 

cieZ©x© erm‡ii Rb¨ 

eva¨Zvg~jKfv‡e D³ wbeÜb bevqb 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges D³iƒc bevq‡bi 

wbwgË 500 (cuvPkZ) UvKv bevqb 

wd mn wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

(7) GB wewai Aaxb wW‡cv ’̄vc‡bi 

AbygwZ cÖ̀ vbmn wbeÜbKv‡j 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a 

wW‡cvgvwjK‡`i wbKU nB‡Z m‡e©v”P 

10,000 (`k nvRvi) UvKv RvgvbZ 

ivwL‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

(8) GB wewagvjv Rvix nBevi c~‡e© 

’̄vwcZ wW‡cvmg~n‡K GB wewagvjv 

Rvixi 60 (lvU) w`‡bi g‡a¨ GB 

wewai Aaxb wbeÜb Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

15 (c‡bi) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wW‡cv ’̄vc‡bi AbygwZ 

cÖ̀ vbmn dig-10 Abyhvqx Av‡e`bKvixi wW‡cv wbeÜb 

Kwiqv Av‡e`bKvix eivei wbeÜb mb` Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

(4) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v Av‡e`bKvixi †Kvb Ae ’̄v‡b 

eb msi¶Y I ebR`ª‡e¨i †PvivPvjvb cÖwZnZKi‡Yi 

¯̂v‡_© cÖvw_©Z wW‡cv ’̄vcb I wbeÜ‡bi Av‡e`b 

cÖZ¨vL¨vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb|  

(5) Dcwewa (4) Gi Aaxb wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi D³ 

Av‡`‡ki weiæ‡× 30 (wÎk) w`‡bi g‡a¨ eb msi¶K 

Gi wbKU Avcxj Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb Ges GB †¶‡Î eb 

msi¶K KZ©„K cÖ̀ Ë wm×všÍ PzovšÍ nB‡e|  

(6)  GB wewai Aaxb wbewÜZ wW‡cvi †gqv` nB‡e GK 

ermi Ges cÖ‡Z¨K ermi †gqv` †k‡li c~‡e©B cieZ©x© 

erm‡ii Rb¨ eva¨Zvg~jKfv‡e D³ wbeÜb bevqb 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges DKiƒc bevq‡bi wbwgË 500 

(cuvPkZ) UvKv bevqb wd mn wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi 

wbKU wjwLZfv‡e Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

(7) GB wewai Aaxb wW‡cv ’̄vc‡bi AbygwZ cÖ̀ vbmn 

wbeÜbKv‡j wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v, cÖ‡qvRb‡ev‡a 

wW‡cvgvwjK‡`i wbKU nB‡Z m‡e©v”P 10,000 (`k 

nvRvi) UvKv RvgvbZ ivwL‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

(8) GB wewagvjv Rvix nBevi c~‡e© ’̄vwcZ 

wW‡cvmg~n‡K GB wewagvjv Rvixi 60 (lvU) w`‡bi 

g‡a¨ GB wewai Aaxb wbeÜY Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

13. wfwbqvi 

d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi 

gvU© ev wU¤v̂i 

cÖ‡mwms BDwbU 

’̄vcb|- 

(1) wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© 

ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms B&DwbU ’̄vcb I 

cwiPvjbv Kwi‡Z nB‡j wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z GB 

wewagvjvi Aaxb jvB‡mÝ MÖnY 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges D³iƒc jvB‡mÝ 

MÖnY e¨wZ‡i‡K †Kvb wfwbqvi 

d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i 

cÖ‡mwms BDwbU ’̄vcb I cwiPvjbv 

wewa 13| (1) wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i 

cÖ‡mwms B&DwbU ’̄vcb I cwiPvjbv Kwi‡Z nB‡j 

†Pqvig¨vb cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` Gi wbKU nB‡Z GB 

wewagvjvi Aaxb jvB‡mÝ MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e Ges 

D³iƒc jvB‡mÝ MÖnY e¨wZ‡i‡K †Kvb wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, 

dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU ’̄vcb I 

cwiPvjbv Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb jvB‡mÝ MÖn‡Yi dig-11 

Abyhvqx †Pqvig¨vb cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` eivei Av‡e`b 
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Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb 

jvB‡mÝ MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ dig-11 

Abyhvqx wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v eivei 

Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(3) Dc-wewa (2) Gi Aaxb 

Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`šÍ Kwiqv 

mš‘ó nB‡j AbwaK (45) cuqZvwjøk 

Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ dig-12 Abyhvqx 

Av‡e`bKvix eivei jvB‡mÝ cÖ̀ vb 

Kwi‡eb Ges D³ jvB‡mÝ cÖwZ eQi 

bevqb Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(4) Dc-wewa (3) Gi Aaxb 

jvB‡mÝK…Z wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, 

dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms 

BDwbU Gi gvwjK ebR ª̀e¨ AvMgb-

wbM©gb, †PovB I e¨envi msµvšÍ 

weeiY dig-15 Abyhvqx msi¶Y 

Kwi‡eb Ges wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v 

KZ©„K cÖ̀ Ë bgybv QK ev di‡g cÖwZ 

ermi 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i Zvwi‡Li g‡a¨ 

jvB‡mÝ bevqb Av‡e`b c‡Îi 

mwnZ wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

wiUvb© `vwLj Kwi‡eb| 

(5) GB wewai Aaxb cÖ̀ Ë jvB‡mÝ 

Gi Rb¨ wd Ges D³  jvB‡mÝ 

bevq‡bi Rb¨ evrmwiK bevqb wd 

Zdwmj ÔKÕ G DwjøwLZ nv‡i cÖ̀ vb 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e  

(6) cÖavb eb msi¶K miKv‡ii 

c~e©vby‡gv`bµ‡g miKvix †M‡R‡U 

weÁwß Rvix Kwiqv mgq mgq 

Zdwmj ÒKÓ G D‡jøwLZ jvB‡mÝ 

Ges jvB‡mÝ bevqb wd cybt 

wba©viY Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

(7) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K 

¶gZvcÖvß Kg©KZ©v ev Z`ya© 

c`gh©v`vi †Kvb Kg©KZ©v †h †Kvb 

mgq wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© 

ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwb‡U iw¶Z 

ebR`ªe¨ cwi`k©b Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb 

Ges dig-15 G ewY©Z †iwR÷vi 

Abyhvqx D³ ebR`ª‡e¨i weeiY 

mwVK cvB‡j wZwb D³ †iwR÷v‡i 

¯̂v¶i Kwi‡eb| 

(8) Dc-wewa (7) Gi Aaxb 

cwi`k©bKv‡j mswkøó wkí cÖwZôv‡b 

†Kvb A‰ea ebR`ªe¨ cvIqv †M‡j, 

ev dig-15Gi eY©bvi mwnZ ev Í̄‡e 

†Kvb Miwg‡ji wel‡q, eb Kg©KZ©v 

wewa Abyhvqx e¨e ’̄v MÖnY Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb Ges mswkøó cÖwZôv‡bi 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(3) Dc-wewa (2) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci 

†Pqvig¨vb cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`cÖ‡qvRbxq Z`šÍ Kwiqv 

mš‘ó nB‡j AbwaK (45) cuqZvwjøk Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ 

dig-12 Abyhvqx Av‡e`bKvix eivei jvB‡mÝ cÖ̀ vb 

Kwi‡eb Ges D³ jvB‡mÝ cÖwZ eQi bevqb Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e| 

(4) Dc-wewa (3) Gi Aaxb jvB‡mÝK…Z wfwbqvi 

d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU Gi 

gvwjK ebR`ªe¨ AvMgb-wbM©gb, †PovB I e¨envi 

msµvšÍ weeiY dig-15 Abyhvqx msi¶Y Kwi‡eb Ges 

†Pqvig¨vb cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`KZ©„K cÖ̀ Ë bgybv QK ev 

di‡g cÖwZ ermi 31 †k wW‡m¤̂i Zvwi‡Li g‡a¨ 

jvB‡mÝ bevqb Av‡e`b c‡Îi mwnZ †Pqvig¨vb cve©Z¨ 

†Rjv cwil` Gi wbKU wiUvb© `vwLj Kwi‡eb| 

(5) GB wewai Aaxb cÖ̀ Ë jvB‡mÝ Gi Rb¨ wd Ges 

D³  jvB‡mÝ bevq‡bi Rb¨ evrmwiK bevqb wd 

Zdwmj ÔKÕ G DwjøwLZ nv‡i cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z nB‡e  

(6) †Pqvig¨vb cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`miKv‡ii 

c~evby‡gv`bµ‡g miKvix †M‡R‡U weÁwß Rvix Kwiqv 

mgq mgq Zdwmj ÒKÓ G D‡jøwLZ jvB‡mÝ Ges 

jvB‡mÝ bevqb wd cybt wba©viY Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

(7) wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v KZ©„K ¶gZvcÖvß Kg©KZ©v ev 

Z`ya© c`gh©v`vi †h †Kvb eb Kg©KZ©v †h †Kvb mgq 

wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwb‡U 

iw¶Z ebR ª̀e¨ cwi`k©b Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb Ges dig-15 

G ewY©Z †iwR÷vi Abyhvqx D³ ebR`ª‡e¨i weeiY 

mwVK cvB‡j wZwb D³ †iwR÷v‡i ¯̂v¶i Kwi‡eb| 

(8) Dc-wewa (7) Gi Aaxb cwi`k©bKv‡j mswkøó wkí 

cÖwZôv‡b †Kvb A‰ea ebR`ªe¨ cvIqv †M‡j, ev dig-

15Gi eY©bvi mwnZ evmÍ‡e †Kvb Miwg‡ji wel‡q, eb 

Kg©KZ©v wewa Abyhvqx e¨e¯’v MÖnY Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb Ges 

mswkøó cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjK ev Kg©PvixMY eb Kg©KZ©vi 

Av‡`k gvb¨ Kwi‡Z eva¨ _vwK‡eb| 

(9) wZb cve©Z¨ †Rjv nB‡Z Ab¨ †Rjvq wU¤v̂i Gi 

dvwb©Pvi ev wU¤̂viRvZ `ªe¨ cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j 

mswkøó wkí cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjK‡K †Pqvig¨vb cve©Z¨ 

†Rjv cwil` Gi wbKU nB‡Z wjwLZ AbygwZ MÖnY 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(10) GB wewagvjv Rvix nBevi c~‡e© ’̄vwcZ wfwbqvi 

d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU‡K GB 

wewagvjv Rvixi 60 (lvU) w`‡bi g‡a¨ GB wewai Aaxb 

jvB‡mÝ Gi Rb¨ Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z Ges jvB‡mÝ MÖnY 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

(11) wd« jvB‡mÝ Gi AvIZvq AvnwiZ KvV I wbjvg 

WvK nB‡Z msM„nxZ Kv‡Vi wecix‡Z wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©vi eive‡i Av‡e`b g~‡j wPovB AbygwZ MÖnY 

c~e©K dvwb©Pvi ‰Zqvi Kwiqv cwien‡bi Rb¨ †Pqvig¨vb 

cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` Gi wbKU nB‡Z AbygwZ MÖnY 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  
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gvwjK ev Kg©PvixMY eb Kg©KZ©vi 

Av‡`k gvb¨ Kwi‡Z eva¨ _vwK‡eb| 

(9) GK †Rjv nB‡Z Ab¨ †Rjvq 

wU¤v̂i Gi dvwb©Pvi ev wU¤v̂iRvZ `ªe¨ 

cwienb Kwi‡Z nB‡j mswk-ó wkí 

cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjK‡K wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z wjwLZ 

AbygwZ MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

(10) GB wewagvjv Rvix nBevi c~‡e© 

’̄vwcZ wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, dvwb©Pvi 

gvU© ev wU¤v̂i cÖ‡mwms BDwbU‡K GB 

wewagvjv Rvixi 60 (lvU) w`‡bi 

g‡a¨ GB wewai Aaxb jvB‡mÝ Gi 

Rb¨ Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z Ges jvB‡mÝ 

MÖnY Kwi‡Z nB‡e|  

Z‡e kZ© _v‡K †h cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡ni g‡a¨ wU¤v̂‡ii 

dvwb©Pvi A_ev wU¤v̂iRvZ `ªe¨ (e¨eüZ) cwien‡bi Rb¨ 

c~e©vbygwZi cÖ‡qvRb nB‡e bv|  

 

14. `Û|- GB wewagvjvi †Kvb weavb jsN‡bi 

`v‡q Awfhy³ e¨w³ AvB‡bi aviv 42, ev 

†¶Îg‡Z, aviv 77 G ewY©Z `‡Û `Ûbxq 

nB‡eb, Ges GZ`&e¨ZxZ AvB‡bi aviv 

52 I 55 G ewY©Z weavb Abyhvqx D³ 

Aciva msNU‡b e¨eüZ mKj cÖKvi 

hš¿cvwZ, hvbevnb, Rjhvb, UªvK, jwi I 

cïmn mswk-ó ebR`ªe¨ miKv‡ii c‡¶ 

ev‡Rqvß Kiv hvB‡e| 

`Û t GB wewagvjvi †Kvb weavb j•N‡bi `v‡q Awfhy³ 

e¨w³ cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` KZ©„K cÖYxZ cÖweavb Abymv‡i `Û 

cÖvß nB‡eb| 

15. Aciva 

cÖeYZv †iv‡ai 

Rb¨ cyi®‹vi|- 

AvB‡bi aviv 76 Gi `dv (L) G 

ewY©Z ¶gZve‡j wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v †Kvb eb Aciva msNU‡bi 

†¶‡Î msev``vZv Ges Aciva 

D`&NvUbKvix Kg©KZ©v I Kg©Pvix‡K, 

eb wefvMxq Kg©KZ©v ev Kg©Pvixmn, 

†¶Î we‡k‡l Aciva `g‡b 

DrmvwnZ Kwievi Rb¨ D`NvwUZ 

eb-Aciv‡ai RãK…Z ebR`ªe¨ 

weµqjä A_© ev Av`vqK…Z 

Rwigvbvi A_© nB‡Z m‡e©v”P kZKiv 

10 (`k) UvKv nv‡i cyi®‹vi cÖ̀ vb 

Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

AvB‡bi aviv 76 Gi `dv (L) G ewY©Z ¶gZve‡j 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v †Kvb eb Aciva msNU‡bi †¶‡Î 

msev` `vZv Ges Aciva D`&NvUbKvix Kg©KZ©v I 

Kg©Pvix‡K eb wefvMxq Kg©KZ©v ev Kg©Pvixmn, †¶Î 

we‡k‡l Aciva `g‡b DrmvwnZ Kivi Rb¨ D`NvwUZ 

eb-Aciv‡ai RãK…Z ebR`ªe¨ weµqjä A_© I 

Av`vqK…Z Rwigvbvi A_© nB‡Z m‡e©v”P kZKiv 10 

(`k) UvKv nv‡i cyi®‹vi cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

16.mgq e„w×|- (1) ebR `ªe¨ PjvPj cÖwµqvi 

`xN©mywÎZv I RwUjZvi AemvbK‡í GB 

wewagvjvi Aaxb wewfbœ Kvh© wba©vwiZ 

mg‡qi g‡a¨ m¤úv`b Kiv m¤¢e bv 

nB‡j D³ wb×©vwiZ mg‡q AwZµvšÍ 

nBevi c~‡e© mgq e„w× Kwievi Rb¨  

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev wbqš¿YKvix 

Kg©KZ©vi wbKU Av‡e`b RvbvB‡Z 

nB‡e|  

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b 

cÖvwßi ci G wel‡q ev Í̄e Ae ’̄v 

we‡ePbvq mswkøó eb msi¶K 30 (wÎk) 

Kvh©w`em ch©šÍ mgq e„w× Kwi‡Z 

(1) ebR `ªe¨ PjvPj cÖwµqvi `xN©mywÎZv I RwUjZvi 

Aemvb K‡í GB wewagvjvi Aaxb wewfbœ Kvh© wba©vwiZ 

mg‡qi g‡a¨ m¤úv`b Kiv m¤¢e  bv nB‡j D³ wb×©vwiZ 

mg‡q AwZµvšÍ nBevi c~‡e© mgq e„w× Kwievi Rb¨  

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v ev wbqš¿YKvix Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

Av‡e`b RvbvB‡Z nB‡e|  

(2) Dc-wewa (1) Gi Aaxb Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci G 

wel‡q evšÍe Ae ’̄v we‡ePbvq mswkøó wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v 30 (wÎk) Kvh©w`em ch©šÍ mgq e„w× Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb| 
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cvwi‡eb| 

17| 

Ordinance 
No. XXXIV 
of 1959 Gi 

weavbvejxi 

†¶‡Î GB 

wewagvjvi 

cÖ‡qvM|- 

Private Forest Ordinance, 1959 
(Ordinance No. XXXIV of 
1959) Gi cÖPwjZ weavbvejxi †¶‡Î 

AvB‡bi aviv 41 I 42 Gi Aaxb cÖYxZ 

wewagvjvi mswkøó weavbvejx cÖ‡hvR¨ 

nB‡e| 

Ordinance No. XXXIV of 1959 Gi 

weavbvejxi †¶‡Î GB wewagvjvi cÖ‡qvM|- Private 
Forest Ordinance, 1959  (Ordinance No. 
XXXIV of 1959) Gi cÖPwjZ weavbvejxi †¶‡Î 

AvB‡bi aviv 41 I 42 Gi Aaxb cÖYxZ wewagvjvi 

mswkøó weavbvejx cÖ‡hvR¨ nB‡e| 

18| iwnZKiY 

I †ndvRZ|- 

 (1) Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Forest Transit Rules, 1973  

GZØviv iwnZ Kiv nBj| 

(2) Dcwewa (1) Gi Aaxb iwnZKiY 

k‡Z©I iwnZK…Z wewagvjvi Aaxb †Kvb 

Kvh©µg cÖwµqvaxb _vwK‡j Dnv 

iwnZK…Z wewagvjvi weavb Abyhvqx 

wb®úwË Kiv hvB‡e| 

iwnZKiY I †ndvRZt- (1) Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Forest Transit Rules, 1973  GZØviv iwnZ Kiv 

nBj| 

(2) Dcwewa (1) Gi Aaxb iwnZKiY k‡Z©I iwnZK…Z 

wewagvjvi Aaxb †Kvb Kvh©µg cÖwµqvaxb _vwK‡j Dnv 

iwnZK…Z wewagvjvi weavb Abyhvqx wb®úwË Kiv hvB‡e| 
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Appendix 32 

 
 

Proceedings of the Consultative Workshop 
on 

CHT Forest Management &Conservation 
7 June 2015 

 
 
Date: 7th June 2015 

Venue: RHDC Conference Room, Rangamati 

Organized by:Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Facility (CHTDF) 

Chaired by: Prasenjit Chakma, Deputy Director, CHTDF 

Master of Ceremony: Jhuma Dewan, Cluster Leader, Gender and Diversity, CHTDF 

Participants: Attached Annex: 5. 

 

The chair welcomed all participants and gave the word to the first speaker: Biplab Chakma, who 

highlighted the objectives of this first consultative workshop: to provide inputs from 

stakeholders on the policy paper under development of Raja Devasish Roy (Key Note Paper: 

Annex 3). With the goal to improving and sustaining forest management and conservation in 

Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT).  

 
Objectives of Consultation: 
 

1. Review Content of National Laws & Policies, and Identifying Needs for Reforms. 
 

2. Identify CHT-Specific Policies, Guidelines & Executive Orders for Adoption & 
implementation. 

 
3. Review process of Operationalization of Laws, etc.  

 
4. Identify Agencies involved in the process of carrying out the above activities 

 
1. Biplab Chakma, Chief Community Empowerment, CHTDF-UNDP 

 
Opened the consultation workshop by presenting the expected contribution from the 
workshop. He said that the consultation workshop was being organized to review the 
contents of national laws, policies and guidelines, which might require reforms in the present 
contexts of forest management and conservation in CHT. Such reforms are essential to 
improve livelihoods of the forest dependent communities in CHT. He pointed out that CHT 
contains 43 percent of total forest cover in the country, which is a crucial zone for rich bio-
diversity on the one hand, and also the main sources of livelihoods of the forest dependent 
communities, on the other. He further added that conservation of forests is very important, as 
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forests are the main sources of water. Recognizing the importance of management and 
conservation of forests, the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) on Forest, led by the 
Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs (MoCHTA), in its meeting held 19 April 2015, 
recommended for the organizing of dialogues on the protection of forests and the assessment 
of the status of forests in CHT.  
 
Following this recommendation made by TAC, CHTDF has assigned Raja Devasish Roy to 
prepare a position paper on management and protection of forests, in consultation with 
relevant stakeholders, such as forest dependent communities, the Forest Department of the 
government, environment journalists, environment activists, local government bodies, 
traditional leaders, NGOs, researchers and practitioners. Biplab Chakma requested all 
participants to provide their views/opinions based on their experiences concerning 
management and protection of forests in CHT. He hoped that the recommendations 
incorporated intothe position paper would be helpful to policy makers for making a pro-
people forest management policy.  

 
2. Alamgir Hossain, Energy and Climate Change Specialist UNDP Bangladesh 

 
A background note presented on the global context of conservation of forests. In his 
presentation, he remarked that Dhaka is the warmest city in the country due to climatic 
shocks. This situation has resulted from changes to the livelihood behavior of the people. 
The scarcity of water has been a big concern for CHT. He added that we have to select 
appropriate technologies for the improvement of methods of sustainable use of presentwater 
resources, having in mind the environment in the CHT. However, he advised caution, since 
the appropriateness of technologies depends on the situations, which are not uniform, 
depending on contexts and situations.  
 
Currently UNDP is actively involved in implementing projects and programmes on Climate 
Change and environmental issues in 145 countries around the world. There are various legal 
frameworks on the issues of forest, environment, Climate Change and many other relevant 
issues, which sometimes contradict each other. This consultation workshop will surely help 
facilitate the harmonization of such laws, acts, rules and regulations with active participation 
of all relevant stakeholders. We also have to take into account the global frameworks when 
we discuss the issues of forest, environment and climate changes. The right to information 
and the right to incentives of the involved communities should be ensured in such legal 
frameworks and in the process of their implementation. 

 
3. Gautam Dewan, President, Chittagong Hill Tracts Forest and Land Rights 

Movement& Former Chairman, Rangamati Hill District Local Government Council 
 
There was about 7,000 square miles of land in the CHT, where the indigenous peoples, 
including jumias, used to cultivate jum for their livelihoods in the past. All landswere 
community property. The concept of such ownership was based on the idea of ‘no 
individual, but the entire community, ownsthe land’.  
 
The British rulers first introduced ‘reserved forests’ (RFs), through which some 1,300 square 
miles of land were taken over by the British government. This was the first attack on the 
access to forest resources by indigenous peoples in CHT region. The then government 
introduced exotic species like teak, which have had an adverse impact on environment in 
CHT, including the silting up of the Kaptai Lake.  

 

    
  



 496 
During the Pakistan period, the Kaptai Hydro-electric Dam was built without any consent 
of the local communities. Trees and forests were destroyed by the dam. Hundreds of 
indigenous families became landless and some of them had to take shelter in neighboring 
countries. 2,500 square miles of land were affected by this mega dam coupled with 
boundless human sufferings. Development projects, such as the Karnafuli Paper Mill,and 
several other enterprises of the Bangladesh Forest Industries Corporation were established, 
which also affected the natural forests and environment in CHT, by extracting huge amounts 
of forest resources, including bamboo and timber.  
 
Mr. Gautam Dewanasserted that the forest cannot be preserved if active and meaningful 
participation of the local communities is not ensured. The law enacted by the British in 1927 
failed to ensure participation of local communities in forest management. The demographic 
engineering, which was started in the CHT in 1979, had direct and adverse effects on the 
forests and lands in the region. Internally displaced families were forced to take shelter 
within the reserved forest areas, as a result of this. The Kassalong Reserved Forest is one of 
the best examples of this.  
 
Mr. Dewan warned that that the three hill districts are now occasionally recording the hottest 
temperatures in the country. He suggested that it was essential to gain the people’s trust 
before implementing any project or programme relevant to forest and environment in the 
CHT region. He also urged all concerned to follow the ‘Free Prior Informed Consent’ (FPIC) 
framework in all such interventions.  
 
He said that the Forest (Amendment) Act 2000 had been drafted without any participation of 
the CHT people. The spirit of CHT Accord 1997 had been violated through this. There is a 
fear that the proposed further amendments to the Forest Act 1927 may also be made in the 
same manner. There is a new category of forest proposed through the draft of this new law, 
known as “Other Forest” about which there was serious concern.  
 
Mr. Dewan said that about 218,000 acres of land in 83 mauzasof the CHT were earmarked 
for declaration as newreserved forests, and that 120,000 acres had already been finally 
declared as reserved forests.  
 
According to the Hill District Council (HDC)Acts, the Protected Forests (PFs) are to be 
under the jurisdiction of the HDCs. Recently, the government has started bringing such 
protected lands under the reserved forests, which is not led by any positive motive. Lands of 
internally displaced people, lands under the process of registration and jum-lands will be 
included under these new reserved forests if the reservation process is completed. This 
process is running without any notification to the local communities. There should be a 
proper notification process so that people can put forward their claimsof ownership within 
the time frame.  
 
In conclusion, he said, “We need huge forest cover, but we cannot do it without considering 
the rights of the inhabitants of such forest areas. If there is no scope for participation of the 
communities, they will always suspect on the interventions of the government.” 

 
4. Raja Devasish Roy, Circle Chief, Chakma Circle 

 
Categories of forests in CHT, in accordance with law, are Reserved Forest, Protected Forest, 
Village Forest and Mauza Reserves (or VCFs). Other categories include “Social” Forests, 
“Unclassed State Forest” (USF) Jote Plantations, Sanctuaries and National Parks.  There are 
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also some other types of forests in Bangladesh, which are applicable outside CHT, like 
Community Conservation Area, Safari Park, Eco Park and Botanical Garden. 

 
Devasish Roy cited different important and relevant clauses from the CHT Regulation 1900, 
Hill District Councils Acts 1989, Forest Act 1927 and Forest Transit Rule 1973. He 
informed the participants that there a consultation process is ongoing between the Ministry 
of Environment and Forest (MoEF), Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs 
(MoCHTA)andChittagong Hill Tracts Regional Council (CHTRC) on the draft of a new 
Forest Transit Rules for the CHT. Chief Conservator of Forest and Bangladesh Indigenous 
People’s Network on Climate Change and Biodiversity Conservation (BIPNet-CC-BC) have 
agreed to discuss the contents of the draft Rules by July 2015. 

 
The government can assign any land under the reserved forest area to any village 
community, which shall be called, according to the Village Forest Rules, ‘Village Forests’ 
(Section 28, FA 1927) in Reserve Forest in CHT. The Government may make rules for 
regulating the management of village forests, prescribing the conditions [to provide the 
community with] timber or other forest produce or pasture, and their duties for the protection 
and improvement of such forest. VF Rules have been framed in India, e.g., in Maharashtra 
State, among others. Positive elements from CHT-VCFs, combined with CHT-appropriate 
elements of other models (Community Forestry, etc.) could be included in future VF Rules. 

 
Under the concept of Social Forestry, Land Rights Use & Forest Produce Use are assigned 
to non-government entities or “persons” (Section 28A, Forest Act 1927). However, the 
nature of such assignment is not as broad as in the case of Village Forests (Section 28, Forest 
Act 197). Among the weaknesses in the Social Forestry model are the onerous duties of 
participants ‘to assist forest officers’. In contrast, the duties of the forest officers ‘to assist 
the participants’. On the other hand the DFO have more POWER than DUTIES. For these 
reasons, there is a strong criticism to the Social Forestry as “Neither SOCIAL nor 
FORESTRY”. 

 
Citing from Wildlife (Protection & Safety) Act 2012, Forest (Amendment) Bill 2015, 
National Forest Policy, 1993, Forestry Master Plan and (Draft) National Forest Policy 2015 
he said that Demands of Indigenous Peoples & Other Forest-Dependent Groups are totally 
rejected during drafting process of Bill in 2013. The Indigenous Peoples & other groups are 
also seriously concerned about recognition of a new type of “Other Forests”, which can be 
declared unilaterally by Government.  

 
Devasish Roy concluded his speech with a summary of Ways Forward for Forests in CHT: 
 

• Re-orienting Bangladesh Forest Department (BFD)to abandon POLICING & 
ABSENTEE landowner perspectives in favor of meaningful PARTICIPATORY & 
CO-MANAGEMENT programmes. 
 

• Entrenching rights of Forest-Dependent Communities in RF management, inc. 
Conservation of Natural Forests. 

 
• De-Reserving Unviable small Reserved Forests (inc. “New Reserved Forests”). 

 
• Discontinuing reservation process for Proposed Reserved Forests. 

 
• Designing Village Forest Models in degraded & conserved Reserved Forest areas 

(inc. former Protected Forests). 
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• Offering Government support to management of Mauza Reserves (VCFs) by 

Mauza Communities WITHOUT affecting existing manner of community 
management under guidance of Mauza Headmen [CAVEAT: WPA 2012] . 

 
• Forming one or more TASK FORCE(s) to facilitate dialogues on LAW & POLICY 

matters BEFORE NATIONAL CONSULTATION & BEYOND with Multi-
Stakeholder participation. 

 
5. Md. Shamsul Azam, Forest Conservator, Rangamati:  

 
The reservation process of forests in the Chittagong Hill Tracts region was started in 1871. 
The Rangamati Circle had been established in 1909. Reservation of Kassalong Reserve had 
been made in 1948, planting teak plants brought from Burma. During the establishment of 
Kaptai Dam in 1960, about 46,000 acres of land had been de-reserved for the settlement of 
the displaced families. 91,000 acres of land had been brought under the reservation process 
after 1991. 46,000 acres of land had been reserved for Kaptai pulp-wood. Currently, the 
Forest Department has started reservation process of 63,000 acres of protected lands. 
Because of allegations from the land owners, the process is now postponed. The area of 
reserved forest at present is 55,000 acres (made during 1873-1991) and 12,000 acres (made 
during 1991-2014).  

 
He assured all that ‘the government will not reserve any land if there is any claim. So there is 
no risk of depriving from rights to land.’ For the Community Conserved Areas (CCA) also, 
‘if the communities do not apply for conservation of their land, the government will declare 
any land as CCA.’ 

 
6. Mr. Gunendu Bikash Chakma, Councilor, CHT Regional Council 

 
Because of different hindering factors, the activities of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional 
Council are not visible. We have drafted and submitted our Rules of Business to the 
government, which is not yet approved. Implementation of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace 
Accord can remove all obstacles in the development of this region. Land related conflicts are 
the fundamental crisis in CHT. No development intervention can be successful if the land 
crisis is not addressed properly. If there is any intervention on afforestation, a proper plan 
should be in place to rehabilitate the affected families. Proper coordination among the actors 
is the key to success of all development intervention. Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional 
Council (CHTRC) is at present not able to coordinate the actors as it has not been given 
proper powers to do so. 

 
 
Group Presentations 
 
All participants were divided into four thematic groups: WG 1: Forest and Development 
Intervention in RF areas; WG2: Village Forest Rules, Social Forest Rules, Transit Rules, 
including VCFs/Mauza Forests; WG 3: Forest Policy, Forest Act, 7th Five Year Plan, VCF 
Rules; and WG4: Forest Related Disputes. The findings of the group works are presented as 
below:  
 
Work Group 1:Recommendations ofForest and Development Intervention in RF; 
 
1. To address degraded forest: 

 
• Massive plantation (preferably local species with fruit bearing species) 
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• Protection of High forest (natural forest) 

• Awareness building 

 
2. To address food insecurity 

 
• Food for Guard against pilferages natural/high forest 

• Food support for NRM activities 

• Food support for local road maintenance (food for work) during lean period 

 

3. To address Limited access to HealthcareFacilities 
 

• Establish community clinic  

• Basic health awareness 

 
4. To address limited access to Education facilities 

 
• Establish schools including infrastructure  

• Basic health awareness 

 
5. To address water scarcity including safe drinking water 

 
• Ensure water and sanitation facilities  

• Basic health awareness 

• Open reservoir, GFS 

 
6. To address the absence of electricity 

 
• Solar panel supply 

• Power Development Board (PDB) line with national grid   

• Establish small scale Hydroelectricity (1-2 mb) 

 
7. To address Income earning challenges (less alternate) 

 
• Bank Loan (livestock, poultry, homestead gardening, bee keeping, pan culture, 

handicrafts, weaving)   
 

• Skill development 
 

• Value chain marketing 
 

8. To cope with remoteness/ transport/ communication 
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• Repairing of existing roads (big & small) 

• Introduce innovative country boat suitable in shallow water 

 
9. To address scarcity of cultivable land 

 
• Permanent agroforestry and fruits garden 

• Homestead Fruit gardening by HH 

• Plantation program including Fruits 

 

10. To cope with Natural Disasters 
 

• Preparedness 

• Awareness 

 
Work Group 2: Recommendations of Village Forest Rules, Social Forest Rules, Transit 
Rules, including VCFs/Mauza Forests; 
 

1. Forest resources Transport/Transit policies 
 
• Send the “A form” direct to Forest office from the DC office instead of sending it to 

the Upazilla Nirbahi Officer(UNO) office 
 

• Fixation of duration for the services related to free permits including Standing 
Mark/Brand (khara marka/খা ড়া মা র্কা) permits 

 
• DC office should only investigate the ownership of land 

 
• The Forest Department should only investigate the amount of wood 

 
• Give permission to establish permanent and temporary wood depots. 

 
• Authority to deal with the transportation of furniture should be transferred to the 

Forest Department from the DC office 
 

• The Transit Rules should be reformed as per the present contexts 
 

• Tree gardens/plantations(Jote Land) should be mapped with GPS mapping system 
 

• The owners of tree gardens/plantations(Jote Land) should keep the forest department 
informed on the species of woods in their gardens 

 
• Give permission to the VCFs to sell their forest produce, like timber, bamboo, sun 

grasses, etc. with easy conditions. 
 

• Deletion of the 3(2) of the Rules. 
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2. Social Forestry 

 

• Implement the Social Forestry in some selected reserved forests in CHT 

• Innovate a special model to introduce in the CHT region 

 

3. Village Forestry 
 
• Formulate specific rules and regulations to establish Village Forestswithin reserved 

forest in consultation with the CHTRC, HDCs, Traditional Leaders and relevant 
communities. 
 
 
 

Work Group 3: Recommendations onForest Policy, Forest Act, 7th Five Year Plan, VCF 
Rules; 
 

1. National Forest Policy 1994: Declaration 2; 
 
• Initiate afforestation activities in the unclassified treeless forest areas through the Hill 

District Councils and Traditional Institutions 
 

2. National Forest Policy 1994: Declaration 7; 
 
• Ensure participation of Jum cultivators in the afforestation and necessary 

rehabilitation programmes through close partnership with them 
 

3. National Forest Policy 1994: Declaration 11; 
 
• Preservation of Fragile Watersheds, like hill slopes, in Inaccessible Areas to be 

identified and kept as Protected Forests  
 

4. National Forest Policy 1994: Declaration 20; 
 
• Funds to be provided from international donors to promote forestry. 
• Keep continue with new proposed policy. 

 
5. National Forest Policy 1994 (Clause 2-5); 

● recommended keeping precondition clause: 2- 5 with new policy.  
 

 
National Forest Policy 1994 (Clause 2.5)Apply Co-management in the protected areas 
through revision of Government orders with CHT specific necessary section, involvement of 
villages’ headman that are applicable in the CHT. 

 
6. Forest Act 1927 (Section 28); 

 
• Formulate rules for the preservation of Village Forests 

 
• Organize dialogue with Indigenous Peoples and other forest-dependent communities 

before amendment of Forest Act 
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7. CHT Regulation 1900 (Rule 41A); 
 
• Formulate rules to manage/operate Village Common Forest/Mauza Reserves 

 
8. 7th Five-Year Plan; 

 
• Include the above recommendations to the 7th Five-Year Plan to preserve and manage 

the forests in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. 
 
Work Group 4: Forest Related Disputes; 
 

1. False Case and victimization of innocent local villagers; 
 
• Consultation meeting/advocacy and reaching in consensus to stop the false law suit. 

 
2. To stop Illegal logging; 

 
• Monitoring/livelihood support to local communities/ agro-forestry support to local 

communities/ Income Generating Activities (IGA).  
 

3. Pending court cases to be concludedby summary trial process; 
 
• Summary trial should be prompted. 

 
4.  Creation of appropriate Social Forestry Rules for the CHT under section 28A of the 

Forest Act; 
 
• Rules drafting as soon as possible. 

 
5. No Boundary demarcation of Reserved Forests &Protected Forests; 

 
• To initiate proper demarcation of Reserved Forests &Protected Forests. 

 
6. New RF disputes; 

 
• Stop the reserving process and hand over the protected forests to HDCs as soon as 

possible. 
 

7. Lack of information of new RF total land areas; 
 
• Sharing details and clear information on the areas of new RFs with CHT institutions 

and local communities. 
 

8. Under-Process Reserved Forest in Former Protected Forest areas; 
 
 

9. No boundary demarcation; 
 

• Proper Survey of actual land areas through GPS mapping 
 

10. Lack of proper procedure in Land Settlement; 
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• Proper Procedure and Clear Information on the land for the settlement. 

 
For details of the group findings, please see Annexure 1. 
 
 
PLENARY SESSION 
 
Advocate Susmita Chakma, Lawyer 
 

• The poor people are the victims of the false cases filed by the Forest Department. The 
masterminds of timber business, who come from outside CHT, remain behind the screen; 
whereas the poor local people trespass into the forests to earn their daily wages and cases 
are filed against them. She also mentioned the fact that the forest officers were seen to 
file forests cases at the time or before taking their transfer from their respective duty 
stations.  
 

• Social forestry should be considered in the denuded RF areas instead of private or 
common forest areas.  

 
• The goal of conservation should be clarified – whether it is for the profit or for 

conservation.  
 
Md. Shamsul Azam, Conservator of Forest, Rangamati Circle 
 
In reply to Adv. Susmita Chakma’s comments, he informed participants that 
 

• In the South, about 250 cases are pending. Administratively they are looking into the 
cases and responsible officials be punished.  
 

• Social forestry (SF) program will be implemented in RF, where only indigenous species 
will be planted.  

 
Sakhawat Hossain Rubel, President, Rangamati Press Club 
 

• Referring to a daily newspaper, he said that trees too emit methane gas, which may have 
negative impact on environment. He proposed for conservation through planting various 
local species.  

 
Md. Alamgir Hossain, UNDP 
 

• Refuted Rubel’s statement made on the daily news. For conservation of forests, he 
suggested to consider the “drivers of environment” for making action plan rather than 
exclusively focusing on environment.   

 
Md. Shamsul Azam, Conservator of Forest, Rangamati 
 

• Differing with Adv. Susmita Chakma, he said that the forest cases are usually filed by 
the field level staff, not by the officers.  
 

• As per the Forest Policy 1994, de-reservation of RF is possible with the consent from the 
head of the government. Lands were de-reserved for 65 schools in RFs.     
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Md. Farid Uddin Ahmed, ED, Arannayk Foundation (AF is a Conservation NGO) 
 

• Requested to go through the Transparency International Bangladesh (TIP) Report 2008, 
which clearly showed who were responsible for forests?   
 

• The vision for CHT should be: “Green in forests”. He also mentioned that CHT has full 
potential for many crops, such as coffee and other cash crops.  

 
• Incentives are to be provided with participants for social forestry program. For eco-

system service, bio-diversity should be documented.  
 

• AF has been working with indigenous communities on village common forests. 
Following the CHT Accord, AF worked with communities in 35 hills in CHT. He said 
that VCFs are the repository of many things including flora and fauna. He suggested for; 

 
 Management plan on VCF. The plan should include incentive supports for 

participants. Inputs such as saplings and training etc should be provided with 
participants.  
 

 Legal and policy reform must consider with due importance the well-being of the 
people.  

 
 Use of IT to demarcate the boundary lands and for survey of trees in village 

common forests.  
 

Md. Ishtiaq Uddin Ahmad, Country Representative, International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) Bangladesh. 
 

• Welcoming the workshop, he said that such initiatives can reduce distance between the 
forest dependent people and the forest departments. He also commented that RF can be 
used for other purpose without de-gazzetting. 
 

• On Social Forestry programme, he commented; 
 

 
 participants cannot be beneficiary, rather they should be treated as associates on 

equal footing with the forest department; 
 

 need to reconsider the inheritance rights of participants over SF;  
 

 to review selection criteria of local NGOs so that bona-fide local NGOs are 
selected for SF program;  

 
 the power of Division of Forest Officers (DFO) must be clearly delineated to 

ensure overall support to participants.   
 

• On the genesis of social forestry, he commented that policy makers realized the fact that 
rifles and law alone cannot protect forests. Out of that realisation, the idea co-
management put forward. The rules of co-management can be relaxed for public forests 
so that both parties can play roles equally.  
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• In the Forest Act, the category of “other forests” should be clearly defined to remove 

ambiguity about it.  
 

• In agreement with Raja Devasish Roy on the definition of ‘forest’, he commented that 
‘definition of forest’ can be elaborated in two ways: in terms of boundary and ecological 
perspective. He said that all forests are not necessarily natural ones. Some forests created 
by human, for example the Black Forest in Germany. In some cases, assisted 
preservation may be needed. He raised a question if we can conserve forests through 
Social Forestry? For conservation of forests through social forestry he highlighted some 
issues such as  

 

 social forestry benefits until the harvest;  

 a holistic approach to co-management;  

 scientific assessment of extraction of resources;  

 clear responsibility indexes  

 
When we talk about forestry we should consider two types of forestry: productive 
forestry, which refers to increasing productivity of forests compared to agriculture; 
whereas protective forestry allows extracting resources for regeneration of resources.   

 
Mr. Sing Yong Mro, Councilor and representative of Chairman, Hill District Council, 
Bandarban 
 

• He commented that the more laws were enacted and enforced, the more deforestation 
took place in Chittagong Hill Tracts. He urged to carefully review laws by looking into 
the customs and practices of indigenous communities of CHT. He referred to example of 
the village forest management by the Mro people. Their management of forest aims at 
meeting the social needs as well as protection forests, which in turn protect community 
people from natural shocks such as disaster. Such examples of community people should 
be reflected in forest laws and policies.   
 

• Criticizing the Forest Act, the Act gives so much power to the government [Forest 
Department], which is not consistent with the customs and practices of indigenous 
peoples. Indigenous people eat snakes, snail, frogs, iguana etc. If shells of snails and 
tortoises are found in and around someone’s house, he/she can be accused of criminal 
charge as per the Forest Act. By this law, because of cultural practices and customs, 
indigenous communities can easily be targeted for punishments. He categorically said 
that the forest act would be more helpful to punish the people rather than conserving the 
habitats of wild animals and birds.     

 
Mr. Sadhan Moni Chakma, Councilor, Hill District Council, Rangamati 
 
Referring to his early childhood memories, he said that there were big big trees and deep forests 
cover in Rangamati or all over CHT. That time community people did not have highly educated 
forest officers. Now we have highly educated officers in forest departments, but we do not have 
big trees and forest cover. Why is this inverse relation? He raised this question to think over the 
matter so that it can be addressed in policy. 
 
Raja Saching Prue Chowdhury, Chief, Mong Circle 
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Supported all suggestions put forward by participants and groups in the workshop. He also 
assured all possible support from his Circle. Forest department was previously isolated from the 
people. Now they are coming forward to work together with the issues of people. I hope for 
collective intervention for the betterment of forest and natural resources. 
 
Mr. Biplab Chakma, Chief, Community Empowerment, CHTDF-UNDP 
 
Thanked all participants and hoped that the recommendations/suggestions put forward will be 
helpful for the future planning on management of forest in CHT.  
 
Mr. Prasenjit Chakma, Deputy Director, CHTDF-UNDP 
 
Delivered concluding remarks and emphasized; 
 

• Ownership issue should be defined clearly. Referring to the ‘Boston Theorem’, he said 
that the Kyoto Protocol was drawn on it. In Africa all resources including flora and fauna 
were given under community ownership.  
 

• He commented that tree felling continued at large in CHT due to the fact that its 
economy transformed into a market economy from subsistence economy. Despite the 
prevalence of market economy, still we have good example of harmonizing between the 
subsistence economy and market economy. Village common forest is one of such good 
examples.  

 
• He underscored the importance of research and development (R&D) for forest 

management.    
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Annexure 1:  

Group Presentations 
 

Group 1 
 
Issues / Key 
Discussion Points 

Proposed Action or 
Intervention 

Lead Actor(s) Supportive 
or 
Facilitating 
Role 

Time 
Frame 

Degraded Forest  
 

- Massive plantation 
(preferably local 
species with fruit 
bearing species) 
 

- Protection of High 
forest (natural forest) 

 
- Awareness building 

Forest 
Department & 
Local 
community org  

- Traditional  
leaders, 
NGO 

Government 
Organizations 
(GO), NGO, 
Donor, United 
Nations 
Development 
Programme 
(UNDP). 

5-10 
years  

 
 
Food Insecurity  
 

- Food for Guard against 
pilferages natural/high 
forest, Natural 
Recourse Management 
(NRM), local road 
maintenance (food for 

-  work) during lean 
period 

DC, FD Union 
Parishad 
(UP), 
Traditional 
leaders   

0-25 
years  

Limited Access to 
Health Facilities 

- Establish community 
clinic  
 

- Basic health 
awareness  

Civil Surgeon  
 

FD, NGOs, 
Donor 
agencies 

2-3 
years  

Limited Access to 
Education 
facilities  

- Establish schools 
including 
infrastructure 
 

-  Basic health 
awareness 

HDC FD, donor, 
department of 
facilities, 
Education 
Engineering 
Dept, CHT 
Development 
Board, Local 
Govt. 
Educational 
Division 
(LGED), 
NGOs 

2-3 
years 

Water Scarcity 
including safe 
drinking water  

- Ensure water and 
sanitation facilities  

- Basic health 
awareness 

 
- Open reservoir, 

Gravity Flow System 
(GFS). 

District Public 
Health 
Engineering 
(DHPE), UP, 
UZP, HDC 

FD, Donor, 
UNDP, 
Danida, 
NGOs, Local 
Govt. 

2-3 
years  

No Electricity  - Solar panel supply UP, PDB Donors, 0-5 
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Issues / Key 
Discussion Points 

Proposed Action or 
Intervention 

Lead Actor(s) Supportive 
or 
Facilitating 
Role 

Time 
Frame 

 
- Power Development 

Board (PDB) line with 
national grid   

 
- Small scale 

Hydroelectricity (1-2 
mb) 

MoCHTA, 
NGOs 

years  

 
Income Earning 
Challenges (less 
alternate)  
 

- Bank Loan (livestock, 
poultry, homestead 
gardening, bee 
keeping, pan culture, 
handicrafts, weaving) 
 

- Skill development 
 

- Value chain 
marketing 

NGOs, Youth 
Development  
Department, 
Agri Bank, 
Fisheries, 
Livestock, 
Bangladesh 
Small and 
Cottage 
Industries 
Corporation 
(BSCIC), FD 

FD, Donors 0-10 
years  

Remoteness/ 
Transport/Commu
nication  
 

- Repairing of existing 
roads (big & small) 
 

- Introduce innovative 
country boat suitable 
in shallow water 

UP Bangladesh 
Inland Water 
Transport 
Authority 
(BIWTA), 
Donors,  

2-5 
years  

Scarcity of 
Cultivable Land  

- Permanent 
agriculture/jum   
 

- Homestead  Fruit 
gardening by HH 

 
- Plantation program 

including Fruits  

FD, DAE UNDP, FAO 0-5 
years 

 
Natural Disaster  
 

- Preparedness 
 

- Awareness  

Relief & 
Disaster 
Ministry, Red 
crescent  

FD, 
Traditional 
leader, HDC, 
UNDP, NGO, 
Local Govt. 
Institutions 
(LGI), Police 

0-
ongoin
g  
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Group 2: 

 
Issues / Key 
Discussion Points 

Proposed Action or 
Intervention 

Lead 
Actor(s) 

Supportive or 
Facilitating 
Role 

Time 
Frame 

1. ebR `ªe¨ cwienb bxwZgvjv  

2. G dig wWwm Awdm 

n‡Z BDGbI Awd‡m 

†cÖiY 

3. Lvov gvK©vi mg‡q wewfbœ 

ch©v‡q mgq wba©viY bv 

K‡i hvPvB 

4. ‡KejgvÎ wba©vwiZ 

cwigvY Kv‡Vi jvB‡mÝ 

cÖ̀ vb 

5. UªvbwRZ iæ‡ji wewfbœ 

Am½wZ 

6. Kv‡Vi wW‡cv msµvšÍ 

7. wWwm Awdm n‡Z 

dvwb©Pv‡ii Aby‡gv`‡bi 

gva¨‡g KvV cvPvi 

 

1. G dig wWwm Awdm n‡Z 

mivmwi d‡i÷ Awd‡m 

†cÖiY Kiv 

2. Lvov gvK©vmn Ab¨vb¨ wd« 

cviwg‡Ui mKj †ÿ‡Î †mev 

cÖ̀ v‡bi mgq mxgv wba©viY 

Kiv  

3. wWwm Awdm KZ©©„K †KejgvÎ 

fzwg gvwjKvbv hvPvB 

4. d‡i÷ wefvM KZ©©©©„K 

†KejgvÎ Kv‡Vi cwigvY 

wba©viY Kiv 

5. ’̄vqx I A ’̄vqx Kv‡Vi wW‡cv 

’̄vc‡bi AbygwZ cÖ̀ vb Kiv 

6. dvwb©Pvi Ab¨Î cwien‡Yi 

†ÿ‡Î wWwm Awd‡mi 

cwie‡Z© d‡i÷ Awd‡m b¨ Í̄ 

Kiv 

7. UªvbwRU iæj‡K hy‡Mvc‡hvMx 

Kiv 

8. MvQ evMvb¸‡jvi wRwcGm 

gvbwPÎ ˆZix Kiv 

9. MvQ evMv‡bi gvwjK KZ©„K 

eb wefvM‡K Mv‡Qi bvg I 

cwigvY AewnZ K‡i ivLv 

10. wfwmGdÕi KvV/ evuk/ 

‡eZ/kb wewµi †ÿ‡Î 

mnRk‡Z©   cwien‡bi 

AbygwZ cÖ̀ vb 

11. wewagvjvi 3 Gi (2) wewa 

we‡jvc mvab 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cwi‡ek I eb 

gš¿Yvjq   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cve©Z¨ gš¿Yvjq, 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg 

AvÂwjK cwil` I 

cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`, 

cÖ_vMZ cÖwZôvb, 

†RvZgvwjK I 

e¨emvqx Kj¨vY 

mwgwZ, ’̄vbxq GbwRI 

 

‡mvk¨vj d‡iw÷ª 

we`¨gvb †mvk¨vj d‡iw÷ª 

wewagvjvi bvbvb Am½wZ 

1. cve©Z¨ PÆMÖv‡g 

†KejgvÎ wba©vwiZ 

msiwÿZ bebvÂ‡j 

†mvk¨vj d‡iw÷ª Kiv| 

2. ‡mvk¨vj d‡iw÷ª Kivi 

cwi‡ek I eb 

gš¿Yvjq   

cve©Z¨ gš¿Yvjq, 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg 

AvÂwjK cwil` I 

cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`, 

cÖ_vMZ cÖwZôvb, 
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Issues / Key 
Discussion Points 

Proposed Action or 
Intervention 

Lead 
Actor(s) 

Supportive or 
Facilitating 
Role 

Time 
Frame 

Rb¨ cve©Z¨ PÆMÖv‡gi 

ˆewkó¨ Abyhvqx GKwU 

g‡Wj ‰Zix Kiv 

’̄vbxq GbwRI, 

BDGbwWwc 

wf‡jR d‡iw÷ª 

 

 

 

wf‡jR d‡iw÷ª weavbwU 

KL‡bv Kvh©Kix Kiv nqwb 

1. msiwÿZ e‡b 

wf‡jR d‡iw÷ª 

Kivi Rb¨ cvt Pt 

AvÂwjK cwil`, 

†Rjv cwil`mg~n, 

HwZn¨MZ cÖwZôvb 

I mswkøó RbM‡Yi 

gZvg‡Zi wfwË‡Z 

wewagvjv ˆZix 

Kiv| 

 

 

 

cwi‡ek I eb 

gš¿Yvjq   

 

 

cve©Z¨ gš¿Yvjq, 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg 

AvÂwjK cwil` I 

cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`, 

cÖ_vMZ cÖwZôvb, 

BDGbwWwc 
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Group 3: 

 
Issues / Key 
Discussion Points 

Proposed Action or 
Intervention 

Lead 
Actor(s) 

Supportive or 
Facilitating Role 

Time Frame 

1. RvZxq eb bxwZ msµvšÍ  

RvZxq eb bxwZ 1994 

‡NvlYv- 2  

A‡kÖYxfz³ e„ÿnxb ebvÂ‡j 

†Rjv cwil` I cÖ_vMZ 

cÖwZôvbmg~‡ni gva¨‡g ebvq‡bi 

Kvh©µg MÖnY Kiv  

cwi‡ek I eb 

gš¿Yvjq   

cve©Z¨ gš¿Yvjq, cve©Z¨ 

PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK cwil` 

I cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`, 

cÖ_vMZ cÖwZôvb 

 

RvZxq eb bxwZ 1994 

‡NvlYv -7  

ebvqb Kg©m~Px ev Í̄evq‡b cve©Z¨ 

†Rjv cwil‡`i Aax‡b 

Szwgqv‡`i Askx`vwi‡Z¡i 

wfwË‡Z AskMÖnY I cybe©vm‡bi 

e¨e ’̄v Kiv|  

cwi‡ek I eb 

gš¿Yvjq   

cve©Z¨ gš¿Yvjq, cve©Z¨ 

PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK cwil` 

I cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`, 

cÖ_vMZ cÖwZôvb 

 

RvZxq eb bxwZ 1994 

‡NvlYv -11  

†Rjv cwil‡`i D‡`¨v‡M 

msKUc~Y© GjvKv h_v cvnv‡oi 

Lvov Xvj, bvRyK RjwefvwRKv, 

Rjvf~wg BZ¨vw` ebvÂj‡K 

wPwýZ K‡i iwÿZ eb wnmv‡e 

msÿY Kiv|  

cwi‡ek I eb 

gš¿Yvjq   

cve©Z¨ gš¿Yvjq, cve©Z¨ 

PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK cwil` 

I cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`, 

cÖ_vMZ cÖwZôvb 

 

RvZxq eb bxwZ 1994 

‡NvlYv -20  

 

[ms‡kvab K‡i] 2015 eb 

bxwZ‡Z AšÍfz©³ Kiv Ges 

f~wgnxb Avw`evmx‡`i f~wg 

gvwjKvbv wbwðZ Kivi mv‡c‡ÿ 

Aewkó GjvKv ’̄vqxfv‡e eb 

msiÿ‡Yi AvIZvq ivLv|  

cwi‡ek I eb 

gš¿Yvjq   

cve©Z¨ gš¿Yvjq, cve©Z¨ 

PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK cwil` 

I cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`, 

cÖ_vMZ cÖwZôvb 

 

cȪ ÍvweZ eb bxwZ 2015 

Aby‡”Q` 2.5   

 

...cÖ_v I ixwZbxwZ 

(customary rules and 
regulations) AbymiY K‡i 

KvwiMwi I cÖ‡qvRbxq 

mn‡hvwMZv wbwðZ Kiv  

cwi‡ek I eb 

gš¿Yvjq   

cve©Z¨ gš¿Yvjq, cve©Z¨ 

PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK cwil` 

I cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`, 

cÖ_vMZ cÖwZôvb  

 

cȪ ÍvweZ eb bxwZ 2015 

Aby‡”Q`  7  

 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖv‡gi †ejvq cÖPwjZ 

AvBb Abymv‡i iwÿZ 

GjvKvmg~‡ni ‡Kv-g¨v‡bRg¨v›U 

MVbwU  wba©viY Kiv|  

cwi‡ek I eb 

gš¿Yvjq   

cve©Z¨ gš¿Yvjq, cve©Z¨ 

PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK cwil` 

I cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`  

 

2. eb AvBb msµvšÍ  

eb AvBb 1927 

aviv - 28 †gvZv‡eK  

MÖvgxY eb msiÿ‡Yi R‡b¨ 

wewagvjv cÖYqb Kiv|  

cwi‡ek I eb 

gš¿Yvjq   

cve©Z¨ gš¿Yvjq, cve©Z¨ 

PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK cwil` 

I cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil`, 

cÖ_vMZ cÖwZôvb  
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Issues / Key 
Discussion Points 

Proposed Action or 
Intervention 

Lead 
Actor(s) 

Supportive or 
Facilitating Role 

Time Frame 

eb AvBb 1927 

 

eb AvBb ms‡kva‡bi Av‡M 

Avw`evmx I eb wbf©i 

Rb‡Mvôxmg~‡ni mv‡_ msjvc 

Kiv|  

cwi‡ek I eb 

gš¿Yvjq   

cve©Z¨ gš¿Yvjq, cve©Z¨ 

PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK cwil` 

I cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` 

 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg kvmbwewa 

1900 (aviv 41)  

wf‡jR Kgb d‡i÷/‡gŠRv 

wiRvf© e¨e ’̄vcbvi R‡b¨ 

bxwZgvjv cÖYqb Kiv  

cve©Z¨ †Rjv 

cwil`  

cve©Z¨ gš¿Yvjq, cve©Z¨ 

PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK cwil` 

I cÖ_vMZ cÖwZôvb  

Kg©̀ j MV‡bi 

gva¨‡g bxwZgvjv 

cÖYqb Kiv|  

3. 7g cÂevwl©Kx 

cwiKíbv  

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖv‡gi †ejvq eb 

msiÿY I e¨e ’̄vq 7g 

cÂevwl©Kx cwiKíbvq Dc‡i 

D‡jøwLZ cȪ Ívebvmg~n AšÍf©y³ 

Kiv|   

cve©Z¨ gš¿Yvjq cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK 

cwil` I cve©Z¨ †Rjv 

cwil` 
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Group 4: 

 
Issues/Key 
Discussion 
Points 

Proposed Action 
or Intervention 

Lead Actor (s) Supportive or 
Facilitating 
Role  

Timeframe  

False Case and 
local villagers 
victims 
 

Consultation 
meeting/advocacy 
and reaching in 
consensus to stop 
the false law suit. 

Local Public 
Representative, 
Traditional 
leaders 
(Karbaries & 
Headmen),FD 
officials 

FD officials, 
Traditional 
leaders 
(Headmen & 
Karbaries), local 
administration. 

To start soon 

To stop Illegal 
logging  

Monitoring/ 
livelihood 
support to local 
communities/ 
agro-forestry 
support to local 
communities/IGA 
activities 

FD and local 
administration, 
Local 
communities/ 
traditional 
leaders 

Public 
Representative, 
FD,Donor 
Agencies 

 
To start soon  

Pending court 
cases to end by 
summary trial 
process. 

Summary trial   Ministry of 
law, District 
Judges 
court/CJM 
court FD, 
victims, 
traditional 
leaders. Public 
representative 

FD, Ministry of 
law, Lawyers. 

To start soon. 

 Create of 
appropriate 
rules for 
villagers under 
section 26a of 
the forest act. 

Rules drafting  FD, MoEF, 
local 
stakeholders 

MoEF, FD, 
Donor agencies, 
MOCHTA 

To start soon. 

 No Boundary 
demarcation of 
RF & protected 
Forest   

To initiate proper 
demarcation of 
the RF & 
protected Forest. 

DC, FD, and 
local 
authorities and 
local 
communities/ 
CHT 
institutions.  

DC, FD, local 
stakeholders/ 
CHT institutions 

To start soon 

New RF 
disputes- 

    

Lack of 
information of 
new RF total 
land areas.  

Sharing details 
and clear 
information on 
the areas of new 
RF with CHT 

FD, MoEF, 
CHT 
institutions.  

FD, MoEF, CHT 
institutions. 

To start soon. 
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Issues/Key 
Discussion 
Points 

Proposed Action 
or Intervention 

Lead Actor (s) Supportive or 
Facilitating 
Role  

Timeframe  

institutions and 
local 
communities  

Under Process 
Reserve Forest  
from protected 
forest  

    

No boundary 
demarcation  
 

Proper survey of 
actual land areas  

FD, CHT 
Institutions, DC 
office. 

FD, CHT 
Institutions, 
MoCHTA, DC 
office, donor 
agencies 

To start soon. 

Lack of proper 
procedure in 
Land 
Settlement  

Proper procedure 
and clear 
information on 
the land for the 
settlement.  

DC office, FD, 
CHT 
institutional 

FD, CHT 
Institutions, 
MoCHTA, DC 
office, donor 
agencies 

To start soon. 
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Annex 2:  

Workshop Agenda and Schedule 
 

CONSULTATION WORKSHOP ON 
CHT FOREST MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION 

 
7 June [Sunday], 2015 

Hill District Council Conference Hall, Rangamati 
 

CHTWCA Project (Supported by USAID), CHTDF-UNDP 
 

 
Time 

 
Activity 

 
Remarks 

 OPENING SESSION  
0900 – 
0915 

• Chair 
• Introduction of the Participants 
• Welcome Remarks 

- Prasenjit Chakma, Deputy 
Director, CHTDF-UNDP 

- Biplab Chakma, Chief, CEP, 
CHTDF 

 
0915 -0940 

• Forest & Biodiversity Conservation in Practice: 
A Global Perspective (Presentation) 

• Sharing by the representative from the 
Movement for the Protection of Forest and Land 
Rights in CHT 

- Alamgir Hossain, UNDP 
 
- Gautam Dewan / Sudatta 

Bikash Tanchangya 

 
0940 -1020 

• Presentation on Policy & Programme Challenges 
on:  
- (A)  Reserved Forest (RFs)  
- (B)  Village Common Forest (VCFs) 
- (C )  Other Community Lands; and  
- (D) Integrated Watershed Management  

 
- Devasish Roy 

1020-1100 • Remarks from the Deputy Commissioner, 
Rangamati 

• Remarks from the Conservator of Forest, 
Rangamati 

• Remarks from the Representative of CHT 
Regional Council 

• Closing of Opening Session by the Chair 

 

 Refreshment (to be served during session)  
 
1100 -1110  

• Group Formation and Guidelines   
 

- Devasish Roy, Ishtiaq Uddin 
Ahmad and Farid Uddin Ahmed 

 
 
 
1110 -1300 
 
 

• Discussions in (Break-Out) Working Groups: 
- WG-1: Forest and Development Intervention in 

RF areas 
 
- WG-2: VF Rules, SF Rules, Transit Rules 

including VCFs/Mouza Forests 
 
- WG-3: Forest Policy, Forest Act 7th Five Year 

Plan, VCF Rules 
 
- WG-4: Forest Related Disputes (Boundary 

disputes, New RFs, proposed RFs, under 

 
 

Supported by Facilitators 
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process RFs, PFs, adjacent to RFs etc.) 

1300 -1400 Lunch Break  
1400 -1500 • Presentation by Working Groups Chairperson of respective 

Working Groups with the support 
of Facilitators 

 Refreshment  
1500-1600 • Plenary Discussion and Follow up plans Facilitated by Devasish Roy and 

CHTDF 
 CLOSING SESSION  
1600 –1700 • Remarks from the representatives of DC Offices, 

Hill District Councils, Circle Chiefs 
• Vote of Thanks and Closing by the Chair  

 
 
Prasenjit Chakma, CHTDF 
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Annex 3:  

Key Note Paper by Raja Devasish Roy 
 

Sustainable Management of Forests 
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts 

 
D e v a s i s h    R o y 

 
Overview 
 

 Aim of Consultation 

 Categories of Forests 

 Important Provisions of Law & Policy 

 Challenges 

 
Aims of Consultation 
 

 Review CONTENTS of National Laws & Policies requiring REFORM  
 

 Identify CHT-Specific Policies, Guidelines & Executive Orders for adoption & 
implementation  

 
 Review process of OPERATIONALIZATION of Laws, etc.  

 
 Identify Agencies to do above 

 
Categories of Forests in CHT 
(Law/Legal) 
 

 Reserved Forest 
[S. 4-20, 22, 26, 27, FA 1927]   

 
 Protected Forest 

 [S. 29-33, FA 1927]   
 

 Village Forest 
[S. 28, FA 1927]   

 
 Mauza Reserve  

(R-41A, CHT Reg.) 
 

Categories of Forests in CHT 
(Functional) 
 

 “Social” Forests 
  [S. 28A, FA 1927]   
 

 “Unclassed State Forest” (USF)  
Jote Plantations 
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Categories of Forests in CHT (Protected Area) 
 

 Sanctuary [S. 2, 13, WPA 2012]  

 National Park  [S. 14, 17 WPA 2012]  

 

ALSO (Outside CHT) 
 

 Community Conservation Area 

 Safari Park 

 Eco Park  

 Botanical Garden 

[S. 2, 13, 17, 18, 19, 23, WPA 2012 ] 

 

CHT Regulation 1900 
 

 Lawsincluded in Schedule apply only in so far as “they are not inconsistent with 
the Regulation & Rules framed thereunder” (s. 4) 
 

 Therefore, laws – inc. Forest Act 1927 – should be harmonized with CHT 
Regulation 

 
 However, in practice, the “spirit of the CHT Reg” - inc. Customary Land & 

Resource Rights - is often ignored 
 

 Customary Laws – inc. those on Land & Resource Rights – are expressly 
recognised in S. 10 & Rule 41A (as also in CHT Land Commission Act 2001) 

 
 Implicitly-recognised Land & Resource Rights include:  Rule 34(13) (Non-

Alienation), 41, 42 (Jum), 45, 45A (Grasslands), 45B (Grazing Lands), 50(1) 
(Homesteads) are often undermined 
 

Hill District Councils Acts 1989 
 

 Hill District Councils’ Authority over the subjects Land&Forests other than 
Reserved Forests  
 

 Hill District Councils’ authority over AC-Land, Headman, Kanungo, etc.  
 

 Hill District Councils’ authority over Regulation of Jum Cultivation 
 

 A District Land & Forest Policy for the Hill District Councils under the guidance 
of the CHT Regional Council? 

 
 Prerogative of Forest Officer to grant, “permission in writing”, to exempt from 

penal sanctions, those activities that are “otherwise unlawful” in RFs:  
  
Forest Act, 1927 
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 Prerogative of Forest Officer to grant, “permission in writing”, to exempt from 

penal sanctions, those activities that are “otherwise unlawful” in RFs:  
 NOT EXERCISED [S. 26(2)(a)]  

 
 Government’s prerogative to exempt from criminal prosecution any act done 

[within RFs] “under any rule made by the Government”: NOT INVOKED  [S. 
26(2)(a)]  

 
Chittagong Hill Tracts 
 Forest Transit Rule, 1973 
 

 New (Draft) CHT Rules under process of consultation between MOEF & 
MOCHTA (inc. CHTRC) 
 

 Forest & Plantation-Dependent Communities’ views need to be accounted for 
before final adoption of Rules 

 
BFD (CCF) & BIPNet-CC-BD have agreed to discuss contents by July 2015 
 

 Permits for Removal of Timber & Other Forest Produce from MAUZAS 
ADJACENT to “RF, PFs & Proposed RFs” NOT ALLOWED [Rule 3(2)]  

 
PROVISO to RULE 3(2):  
 

 “Members of hill tribes resident in the Chittagong Hill Tracts may cut and 
remove firewood or other minor forest produce (with the exception of such as 
may be declared as prohibited) free of royalty from the unclassed state forests for 
bona fide home consumption only.” 
 

 NB: “Major” Forest Produce” (LOGS, TIMBER) & use for Community or Sale 
excluded 

 
Village Forest Rules:  
 
Section 28, Forest Act 1927: 

 Under this provision the Government may “assign to any village community the 
rights of Government ... over … a reserved forest”. 
 

 “All forests so assigned shall be called village-forests” 
 

 “The Government may make rules for regulating the management of village 
forests, prescribing the conditions [to provide the community with] timber or 
other forest produce or pasture, and their duties for the protection and 
improvement of such forest”. 
 

 Village Forest Rules have never been framed until today; 
Village Forestry may be a viable alternative to “Social Forestry”, for the CHT, 
particularly where conservation & sustainable use of NATURAL FORESTS – 
rather than PLANTATIONS or “planted forests” - are involved 

 
 VF Rules have been framed in India, e.g., in Maharashtra State, among others 
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 Positive elements from CHT-VCFs, combined with CHT-appropriate elements 

of other models (JFM, Community Forestry, etc.) could be included in future VF 
Rules  
 

Social Forestry: 
Provisions of Forest Act 1927 
 
Section 28A, Forest Act 1927: 
 

 Social Forestry can be done (a) on Government Land; or (b) Other Land. 
 

 If it is on other land, the land owner “[assigns the land] to the Government 
…for…afforestation, conservation or management” 

 
 In both (a) and (b) a Social Forestry programme is established when “… the 

Government … assigns ... rights to forest produce or rights to use the land … to 
persons assisting the Government in management of the land”.    

 
 “The Government may make rules to set out standards…” 

 
 “Rules made under this section may recognize classes of social forestry 

programmes, and the Government may make different rules for different classes 
of programmes …” 

 
STRENGTHS 
 
Land Rights Use & Forest Produce Use are assigned to non-government entities (“persons”) 
 

 Can involve CONSERVATION, AFFORESTATION [of deforested lands]& 
MANAGEMENT that is shared between the Government & Others  

 
WEAKNESSES   
 
Assignment to a collective entity – such as a community (as in Village Forests) – is not 
contemplated 
 

 PARTICIPANTS are “[guaranteed] an equitable share of proceeds … for labour 
invested” (specifically, timber]  
 

 But the MEAGRENESS of income solely from proceeds of sale (of timber, 
NTFP, etc.) is not contemplated or provided for 

 
 What if only CONSERVATION or MANAGEMENT of a (natural) forest is 

involved without AFFORESTATION (“planting of harvestable trees, e.g.)?  
 

 The DUTIES of participants … “to assist forest officers” is emphasized  
 

 What about the DUTIES of Forest Officers? What about consultation? FDOs 
have more POWER than DUTIES!  

 
 Why is transfer limited to “inheritance” and family? What if a participant 

migrated elsewhere before the expiry of the agreement? 
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Analysis of the Strengths & Weaknesses of  
Social Afforestation Rules 
 
PRAISE   
 
ACADEMICS from UNIVERSITIES OF TOKYO & CHITTAGONG (Md. Jashimuddin & M. 
Inoue) 
 

 Changed FDOs’ attitudes to participation of local communities 

 Increased public confidence upon BFD 

 Poverty Reduction 

  
CRITICISM 

 BUT ALSO: “widespread corruption & poor governance”, “deforestation”, 
transfer to “elites” 
 

 ICIMOD: Golam Rasul & Madhav Karki: 
 

 “Top Down” approaches at the expense of “beneficiaries” 
 

 PROF S HALIM & D ROY 
 
“Neither SOCIAL nor FORESTRY”  
  
“BONAYON” (“Afforestation”); “Conservation” forgotten:  
CATEGORIES: Woodlot, Rubber, Agro-Forestry, Sal Forest, Strip, Char, Foreshore, Barind & 
“Natural Forests other than Sal Forests” (50% for Beneficiaries) 
 

 “Beneficiaries” are selected by FDOs in consultation with Local Government 
Institutions & NGOs (CHT: HDCs? Traditional Institutions?)  
 

 NGO Qualifications: Local NGOs may not qualify 
 

 Sale of SF Produce & Distribution: FDO 
 

Species & Location Selection? 
 
Wildlife (Protection & Safety)  
Act 2012 
 

 Trophies: Registration, Declaration of Possession, etc. (Khudro Nrigoshthi?): 
 

 Implications for Traditional Trophies in CHT 
 

 “Community Conservation Area”, “Special Biodiversity Conservation” Area, 
“Co-Management”: Implications for Mauza Reserves?  
 

Forest (Amendment) Bill 2015 
 

 Demands of Indigenous Peoples & Other Forest-Dependent Groups totally 
rejected during drafting process of Bill in 2013 
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 IPs & Other Groups seriously concerned about recognition of a new type of 

“Other Forests”, which can be declared unilaterally by Government 
 

 IPs & Other Groups concerned about arbitrary interference of FDOs in use of 
lands other than forests 

 
 Government needs to provide opportunities to all rights-holders and major 

“stakeholders” to have their concerns met before law is passed 
 

 National Forest Policy, 1993 
 

 Afforestation in “denuded Unclassed State Forests of CHT” 
 

 No encouragement of Rubber Plantations in CHT  
 

 Inaccessible Areas & Hill Slopes to be kept as Protected Forests 
 

 Afforestation of Reserved Forests through Village Forestry (Forest Act 1927, 
section 28), People’s Participation (inc. Agroforestry) 
 

 Tribal People (Land Grabbers) to be imparted Ownership of Some Land thru 
“Forest Settlement Process”  (rest to be brought under “Permanent Protection”) 
 

Forestry Master Plan 
 

 Recommendations on Linking ”Unexploited” Natural Forests led to road access 
to Baghaihat & Alikwadang facilitating clear-felling of natural stand, in 
Kassalong, Matamuhri & Sangu RFs inc. by BFIDC  
 

 Divergent goals of conservation, industry, marketing, with haphazard focus 
facilitated forest destruction 

 
 Other issues  

 
(Draft) National Forest Policy 2015 
 
 “Climate resilient reforestation and social forestry in unclassified state forests …” (5.5) 

 
 “Silvi-horticultural practices with focus on fruit bearing tree species will be promoted for 

adequate nutrition for rural poor including indigenous community, women and children.” 
(10.2) 
 

Way Forward 
 
 Re-orienting BFD to abandon POLICING & ABSENTEE Landowner perspectives in 

favour of meaningful PARTICIPATORY & CO-MANAGEMENT programmes  
 

  Entrenching rights of Forest-Dependent Communities in RF management, inc. 
Conservation of Natural Forests 

 
 De-Reserving Unviable small Reserved Forests (inc. “New Reserved Forests”) 

 
• Discontinuing reservation process for Proposed Reserved Forests  

 
 Designing Village Forest Models in degraded & conserved Reserved Forest areas (inc. 

former Protected Forests)  
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• Offering Government support to management of Mauza Reserves (VCFs) by Mauza 

Communities WITHOUT affecting existing manner of community management under 
guidance of Mauza Headmen [CAVEAT: WPA 2012]  
 

• Forming one or more TASK FORCE(s) to facilitate dialogues on LAW & POLICY 
matters BEFORE NATIONAL CONSULTATION & BEYOND with Multi-Stakeholder 
participation 
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Annex 4: 

Group Presentation Format 
 

DAY LONG CONSULTATION WORKSHOP 
ON 

CHT FOREST MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION 
 

Group Presentation Format 
 

 
Issues / Key 
Discussion 
Points 

Proposed Action 
or Intervention 

Lead Actor(s) Supportive or 
Facilitating Role 

Time Frame 
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Annex 5: 

List of Participants 
 

SL Name Designation 
1 Sadhan Chakma Headman, Bilaichari 
2 Saching Mong Chief 
3 Sahlafrne Marma PC – Mong Circle 
4 Mongsaaon G Bandaiban 
5 Sing Young Mro Councilor, BHDC 
6 Chiranjib CHakma Bomjugichra VCF, Secretary 
7 Jacob Tripura Bilaichari, Asompara 
8 Hemranjan CHakma Secretary, Khagrachi, Karbari, Asso. 
9  Tajendralal Tanadanya UP Chair, Faona 
10 Ahthui Moung Karbari, Chairman, R Bandarban 
11 Priyatar Chak PTAO, Bomong Circle 
12 Kulin Mitra Cakma  Headman, Longadu 
13 Atulal Chakma Chairman, Sakej, Baghaichari 
14 Biswajt Chakmraborty Secretary, Sajek UP 
15 Binoy Prasad Chakma Karbari, Longadu 
16 Menica Chakma VCF, Badalchari, Member, Longadu 
17 Mayashankus Chakma VCF member, Boro Horina Borkol 
18 Mong Mong Sing Marma Sagun FR community, 

Representative 
19 Potul Chakma Headman, Headboroine Mouza, 

Backal 
20 Uchnu Marma EC Member, Tahyingdong 
21 Mong Nu Mazama Bomong Circle Headman Associated 

Representative 
22 Protijoy Tong Bijoypara, Rawagchari 
23 Ukhaching Marma Headman, Rajnotholi 
24 Swasesh Pritichakma Headman, Maisehari 
25 Ronik Tripura Karbari, Khagrachari Sadar 
26 Mayashankun Chakma VCF Member, Boro Horina Borkol 
27 Mong Mong Sing Mourma Sangu RF Community Representative 
28 Putul Chakma Headman, Headboroiye Mouza, 

Barkal 
29 Uchanu Marma EC Member, Tahyingdong 
30 Mong Nu Mazma Bomong Circle Headman Association 

Representative 
31 Protijoy Tong Bijoypara, Khagrachari 
32 Ukhaching Marma Headman, Maisehari 
33 Swadesh Pritichakma Headman Rajastholi 
34 Ronik Tripura Karbari, Khagrachari Sadar 
35 Shefalika Tripura Executive Director, KMKS, WRN 
36 Khan Lai Mro Executive Director, Mrochet 
37 Ripon Chakma Executive Director, Trimongul 

Unnayan Sanogstha 
38 Anupaw Chakma North Kowalchari, Khagrachari 
39 Natun Joy Member, Sakej UP 
40 Mohanlal Chakma Member, Sakej UP 
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41 Shanti BIjoy Chakma Headman, Bilaichari 
42 Thowai Aung Marwa Headman, Kaptai 
43 Susmita Chakma Advocate, Rangamati 
44 Md. Anowar Hossain Sarkar ACF, CHT South Forest Division 
45 Dipujjal Khisha Representative, BIPNet 
46 Subrata Chakma FP, Chakma Raj Office 
47 Nixon Chakma T & AO, Chakma Circle 
48 Himel Chakma Correspondent, Independent TV 
49 Sukhmoy Chakma Chakma Circle, Karbari Society 
50 Ganendu Bikash Chakma Member, CHT Regional Council 
51 Sumet Chakma Hill Flower 
52 Maung Hla Myant Chakma Circle Office 
53 Md. Humayun Kabir DFO, CHT (North) Division 
54 Sadhan Moni Chakma Couincilor, RHDC 
55 Goutam Zenian Chairperson, Movement for the 

Protection of Forest and Land Rights  
56 Hail Kishore Chakma Staff Reporter, Prothorn Alo 
57 Md. Shamsul Azam CF, Rangamati Circle 
58 Md. Tonhidul Islam DFO, CHT (North) Division 
59 Md. Abdul Kalam DFO, USF Division, Rangamati 
60 Sakhawat Hossain Rubel Pressident, Rangamati Press Club 
61 Md. Aqtaruzzaman Executive Majistrate and AC DC’s 

Representative 
62 Pritimoy Chakma UKJKS, Rangamati 
63 Pranayt Denian M & RO, Chakma Circle 
64 Prasenjit Chakma Deputy Director, CHTDF-UNDP 
65 Jhuma Dewan,  Master of Ceremony; Cluster Leader, 

Gender and local confidence building 
, CHTDF 

66 Biplab Chakma Chief Community Empowerment, 
CHTDF 

67 Sypriya Tripura Programme Officer, CHTDF 
68 Nikhilesh Chakma Programme Officer Forestry, CHTDF 
69 Presenjit Chakma Deputy Director & Chief policy 

Advocacy, CHTDF 
70 Anu John Team Leader, CHTWCA, CHTDF 
71 Oishwarja Chakma District Manager (Rangamari) 

CHTDF 
72 Khushi Roy Tripura District Manager (Bandaban) 

CHTDF 
73 Priyatar Chakma District Manager (Khagrachari) 

CHTDF 
74 Bihita  District Community Empowerment 

Officer 
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Annex 6: Paper Clips 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    
  



 528 
 

 
 

Appendix 33 
 

 
Recommendations of CHT Civil Society on the  

Draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015  
dated 28 January 2016   

 
 
 

Minutes of a Consultation Workshop 
 on the Draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015 

 
Organized by: 

Chakma Circle in Association with 
Maleya Foundation, BIPNet-CCBD & 

Movement for the Protection of Forest & Land Rights in the Chittagong Hill Tracts  
 

Venue: Chakma Circle Conference Room 
Date and Time: 11:15 am to 3:00 pm, 28 January 2016 

Chaired by: 
Raja Devasish Roy, Chakma Chief 

 
 

Introduction 
 
This meeting is a follow up to the inter-ministerial consultations on the Draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015 
convened by the Ministry of Environment & Forest (MOEF) at the Bangladesh Secretariat on 27 December 
2015 and 14 January 2016, which was participated, among others, by representatives of the Chakma 
Circle and the Hill District Councils. 
 
This meeting was participated by representatives of the CHT Regional Council (CHTRC), Hill District 
Councils (HDCs), Circles, Headmen and civil society (see Attachment A for details).  
 
The main objective of the meeting was to seek consensus between the aforesaid CHT institutions and 
CHT civil society on providing inputs into the consultations organized by the MOEF. 
 
After some introductory remarks by the chair, followed by detailed discussions on the provisions of the 
draft law, the meeting decided the following, by consensus:  
 
Decisions Taken 
 
 

 In principle, the meeting unanimously endorsed the suggestions and recommendations contained 
in Attachment B hereto. 
 

 On any national issues on law and policy relating to the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT), coordination 
between and preparatory meetings with all necessary parties are desirable and therefore 
recommended, before formal proposals are submitted to the Government by the CHTRC, HDCs, 
traditional institutions and civil society organizations (CSOs) and networks.   

 
 All necessary efforts should be made to bring forth consensus between all major institutions and 

organizations on crucial issues, although there may well be differences of opinion on minor issues.  
 
 The CHTRC will finalize the recommendations based on suggestions and recommendations from 

the HDCs, traditional institutions and CSOs.  
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 Another meeting of this nature will be held on the announcement of the forthcoming meeting on 

the issue to be organized by the MOEF.  
 

 CSOs will take the lead in organizing the next meeting. 
 
The meeting ended with a vote of thanks and an appeal to all concerned for all out cooperation on the 
matter.  
 
Annexures: 
 

1. Attendance Sheet of the meeting (Attachment -A) 
 

2. Table on Suggestions and Recommendations on the Draft Forest (Amendment) Act 2015 
(Attachment -B) 

 
 
 
 
Chakma Raj Office, Rajbari      Raja Devasish Roy 
Rangamati, Chittagong Hill Tracts       Chakma Chief & 
28 January 2016                   Chair of the Meeting 
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Attachment A 

 

PvKgv ivR Kvh©vjq  

cȪ ÍvweZ eb (ms‡kvabx) AvBb 2015 Gi msµvšÍ civgk©g~jK Kg©kvjvq Dcw ’̄Z cÖwZwbwae„›` : 

ivRevox, iv½vgvwU ’̄vb: PvKgv ivR Kvh©vjq, ivRevox, iv½vgvwU              ZvwiL: 28/01/2016 

 

µg AskMÖnYKvixi bvg cÖwZôv‡bi bvg c`ex ‡gvevBj bs ¯̂vÿi 

1 ‡_vqvB As gvigv iv½vgvwU †Rjv †nWg¨vb G‡mvwm‡qkb  hyM¥ m¤úv`K 01819616045 ¯̂vÿwiZ 

2 wnUjvi †`Iqvb iv½vgvwU †Rjv †nWg¨vb G‡mvwm‡qkb  mn mvaviY m¤úv`K 01556549547 H 

3 gs †_vqvB ¤ªq ‡nWg¨vb, 305 bs †mcÖæ †gŠRv ‡nWg¨vb 01715223440 H 

4 kvwšÍ weRq PvKgv ‡nWg¨vb, 124 bs bvivBQwo †gŠRv ‡nWg¨vb 01556701034 H 

5 wmsBqs †¤ªv m`m¨, ev›`vievb cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` m`m¨ 01820187663 H 

6 Ryqvg wjqvb AvgjvB m`m¨, wmGBwUwmwm m`m¨ 01828933573 H 

7 myeªZ PvKgv PvKgv ivR Kvh©jq m`m¨ mwPe 01556573283 H 

8 g½j Kzgvi PvKgv cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg Rb msnwZ mwgwZ Z_¨ I cÖPvi m¤úv`K 01715393673 H 

9 ¸‡b›`y weKvk PvKgv m`m¨, cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK cwil` m`m¨ 01925810885 H 

10 ‡MŠZg †`Iqvb 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg eb I f~wg AwaKvi msiÿY 

Av‡›`vjb 

mfvcwZ 01731091388 H 

11 AsmyBcÖæ †PŠayix m`m¨, iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` m`m¨ 01556777750 H 

12 gsmyB cÖæ †PŠayix m`m¨, LvMovQwo cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` m`m¨ 01723350866 H 

13 GW. ivRxe PvKgv Aa¨ÿ, iv½vgvwU AvBb K‡jR Aa¨ÿ 01715151136 H 

14 `x‡cv¾¡j Lxmv gv‡jBqv dvD‡Ûkb mgš^qKvix 01826162707 H 

15 GW. myw¯§Zv PvKgv WweøDAviGb ‡Rjv mgš^qKvix 01550608176 H 

16 gsmvby †PŠayix m`m¨, wmGBwUwmwm m`m¨ 01730086301 H 

17 gsn¬vg¨v›U wmwmI wcwm 01558455631 H 

18 my`xß PvKgv gv‡jBqv dvD‡Ûkb wcwm 01556340473 H 
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Attachment B 

 
 

cȪ ÍvweZ eb (ms‡kvabx) AvBb 2015-Gi Dci cve©Z¨ PÆMÖv‡gi bvMwiK mgv‡Ri gZvgZ 

28 Rvbyqvwi 2016 

 

 

 

µg 

 

welq 

 

cȪ ÍvweZ eb (ms‡kvabx) 

AvBb 2015 

 

eb AvBb 1927 

 

mycvwik 

 

†hŠw³KZv I 

gšÍe¨ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

cȪ Ívebv 

(Preamble) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Forest” -
Gi msÁv 

 

 

 2 | Act No. XVI of 1927 Gi 

c~Y©vsM wk‡ivbvg I cȪ Ívebvi 

ms‡kvab|Ñ Forest Act, 1927 
(Act XVI of 1927), AZtci 

D³Act ewjqv DwjøwLZ, Gi 

c~Y©vsM wk‡ivbvg As‡k 

DwjøwLZ “An Act to” kã¸wji 

ci “make provisions for the 
conservation and sustainable 
use of forests” kã¸wj I Kgv 

Ges cȪ Ívebv As‡k D‡jøwLZ 

“expedient to”DwjøwLZ “An Act 
to”kã¸wji ci“make 
provisions for the 
conservation and sustainable 
use of forests”kã¸wj I Kgv 

mwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e| 

 

 

 

3|Act No. XVI of 1927 Gi 

section 2 Gi ms‡kvab|ÑD³ 

Act Gi section 2 GiÑ  

(K) Clause (1) Gi ci wbgœiƒc 

b~Zb Clause (1A) mwbœ‡ewkZ 

nB‡e, h_v tÑ "(1A) ‘Forest’ 
means such land, which is the 
property of the Government, 
or over which the Government 
has ownership rights, or to the 
whole or any part of the 
forest-produce to which the 
Government is entitled and 
which is declared as forest 
under this Act and also 
includes reserved forests, 
protected forests and other 
forests,”    
2 (A) Clause (1) Gi ci 

wbgœiƒc b~Zb Clause (2A) 
mwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e, h_v tÑ(2A) 
Forest settlement officer 

 
Preamble:- 
An Act to consolidate the 
law relating to forests, the 
transit of forest produce 
and the duty leviable on 
timber and other forest-
produce. 
WHEREAS it is expedient 
to consolidate the law  
relating to forests, the 
transit of forest-produce 
and  the duty leviable on 
timber and other forest- 
produce; it is hereby 
enacted as follows and 
other forest-produce; it is 
hereby enacted as follows 
:- 
 
 
 
New Section  2 (1A) 
"(1A) ‘Forest’ means such 
land, which is the property 
of the Government, or over 
which the Government has 
ownership rights, or to the 
whole or any part of the 
forest-produce to which the 
Government is entitled and 
which is declared as forest 
under this Act and also 
includes reserved forests, 
protected forests and other 
forests,”    
 

 

cȪ Ívebvq 

wbgœwjwLZ 

evK¨wU AšÍ©f~³ 

Kiv: 

“…make 
provisions for 
the conservation 
and sustainable 
use of forests 
and to protect 
the traditional 
and customary 
rights of 
indigenous 
peoples relevant 
to  the 
conservation 
and sustainable 
use of forests 
and biodiversity” 
 

 

 

 

cȪ ÍvweZ bZzb 

Section 2(1A) 
AšÍ©f~³ bv 

Kiv| 

 

 

*cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg mn 

†`‡ki wewfbœ 

GjvKvi eb ev 

ZrmsjMœ GjvKvq 

eb-wbf©i Avw`evmx 

Rb‡Mvôxi emevm 

i‡q‡Q| 

 

*D³ ebmg~‡ni 

msiÿb I 

ebm¤ú‡`i 

cÖwZ‡ek- evÜe 

e¨env‡ii mv‡_ 

mswkøó Rb‡Mvôxi 

mbvZbx RxebvPvi 

A½v½xfv‡e RwoZ| 

 

*mswkøó Rb‡Mvôxi  

cÖ_vMZ 

AwaKvimg~n ¯̂xK…Z 

bv n‡j cÖwZ‡ekg~Lx 

I ’̄vqxZ¡kxj eb 

msiÿY I eb 

e¨e ’̄vcbv m¤¢eci 

bq| 

 

*Column 8-G ewY©Z 

mycvwik 2015-Gi 

cȪ ÍvweZ AvB‡bi 

aviv 25-Gi gva¨‡g 

cȪ ÍvweZ bZzb aviv 
84C -Gi 

weavbvejxi mv‡_ 

mvgÄm¨c~Y© I 

cȪ ÍvweZ weav‡bi 

†hŠw³KZv 

mycÖwZwôZ 

K‡i|[84C.  
 
Reaffirmation of 
traditional and 
customary rights of 
the ethnic minority 
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µg 

 

welq 

 

cȪ ÍvweZ eb (ms‡kvabx) 

AvBb 2015 

 

eb AvBb 1927 

 

mycvwik 

 

†hŠw³KZv I 

gšÍe¨ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

means one or more officer 
appointed by Government 
under section 4 of this Act 

group; Special 
measures shall be 
undertaken to 
protect the 
traditional and 
customary rights of 
the ethnic minority 
group as 
recognized in the 
existing laws.] 

 

*“Other Forest” Gi 

msÁv wb®úÖ‡qvRb 

†h‡nZy “Other 
Forest” Gi aviYv 

A‡hŠw³K I 

ev Í̄eewR©Z| Row 
8 Gi Column 4 

I 5 G “Other 
Forest” msµvšÍ 

mycvwik, 

†hŠw³KZv I 

gšÍe¨ `ªóe¨| 

 

*“Reserved Forest” 
I “Protected 
Forest” msµvšÍ 

we Í̄vwiZ 

weavbvejx eZ©gvb 

AvB‡b i‡q‡Q, 

myZivs G c` 

mg~‡ni bZzb K‡i 

msÁvqb 

wb®úÖÖ‡qvRb|  

 

*hw` “Forest”-Gi 

msÁv w`‡Z nq 

Zvn‡j, cÖvK…wZK 

m¤ú` m¤̂wjZ f~wg 

I Zvi mv‡_ 

m¤ú„³ eb wbf©i 

Rb‡Mvôxi K…wó I 

ms¯‹…wZi 

m¤ú„³Zvi my®úó 

D‡jøL Avek¨K, 

h_v: e„ÿv”Qv`b, 

Dw™¢̀  I cÖvY 

ˆewP‡Î¨i m¤¢vi, 
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µg 

 

welq 

 

cȪ ÍvweZ eb (ms‡kvabx) 

AvBb 2015 

 

eb AvBb 1927 

 

mycvwik 

 

†hŠw³KZv I 

gšÍe¨ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

RjR m¤ú` 

BZ¨vw`i Dcw ’̄wZ 

Ges mswkøó eb-

wbf©i Rb‡Mvôxi 

cªwZ‡ek evÜe 

RxevbvPvi, 

mvgvwRK ixwZ-

bxwZ, Ava¨vwZ¥K 

eÜb I cÖ_vMZ 

AvBb| 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forest 
Settlement 
Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 3 (K)2 (A) Clause (1)Gi 

ci wbgœiƒc b~ZbClause 
(2A)mwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e, h_v 

tÑ(2A) Forest settlement 
officer means one or more 
officer appointed by 
Government under section 4 
of this Act 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Section 2(2A) 
(2A) Forest settlement 
officer means one or more 
officer appointed by 
Government under section 
4 of this Act 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

cȪ ÍvweZ b~Zb 

Section 2(2A) G 

cȪ ÍvweZ 

evK¨mg~‡ni 

cwie‡Z© 

wbgœwjwLZ 

evK¨mg~n 

AšÍ©f~³ Kiv: 

 

“(2A) Forest 
Settlement 
officer means 
one or more 
officers 
appointed by 
Government 
under section 4 
of this Act, but 
who must be 
judicial officer 
(s) and not 
Forest 
Officer(s).” 
 

cÿvšÍ‡i, 

cȪ ÍvweZ msÁv 

AšÍ©f‚³ bv K‡i 

eb AvBb 1927 

Gi aviv 4(2) G 

DwjøwLZ “Shall 
ordinarily be a 
person not 
holding any 
forest-
office"evK¨mg~n‡

K wb¤œwjwLZ 

evK¨mg~n Øviv 

cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ Kiv: 

“Shall be a  
judicial officer 
(s) and not a 
person holding 

 

*Forest Settlement 
Officer Gi `vwqZ¡ 

I Gw³qvi 

wePvwiK Kg©Kv‡Ûi 

mvwgj| hv‡Z 

we‡iva I Awf‡hvM 

wb®úwË AšÍ©f~³| 

ZvB GLv‡b 

wePvwiK Kg©KZ©vB 

Dchy³| b~b¨Zg 

hyM¥-‡Rjv RR, 

Ges m¤¢e n‡j 

Kg©iZ ev 

AemicÖvß 

nvB‡KvU© wefv‡Mi 

RR‡K Forest 
Settlement 
Officerwn‡m‡e 

`vwqZ¡ †`Iqv 

DwPZ| 

 

*eb Kg©KZ©vi 

wbKU Forest 
Settlement-
OfficerGi `vq-

`vwqZ¡ Awc©Z n‡j 

Principle of Natural 
Justice (Due 
Process)j•Nb 

Kiv n‡e| †h‡nZz 

eb Kg©KZ©v 

`vwe`vi ev 

Awf‡hvMKvixi 

f‚wgKv I 

wePvi‡Ki f‚wgKv 

DfqB cvjb 
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any forest-
office"Ges  

eb AvB‡bi 

1927 Gi aviv 

4(3) G DwjøwLZ 

evK¨mg~n “not 
more than one 
of whom shall 
be a person 
holding any 
forest-office 
except as 
aforesaid "wejyß 

Kiv| 

Ki‡eb|  

 

*d‡j Forest 
Settlement-
OfficerGi f~wgKv 

cÿcvZ ~̀ó n‡e 

Ges wbi‡cÿ n‡e 

bv|  

 

*fvi‡Zi wewfbœ 

iv‡R¨ ejer eb 

AvB‡bi †ÿ‡Î 

Forest-Officer 
KZ©„KForest 
Settlement 
OfficerGi `vwqZ¡ 

cvj‡b wb‡la ev 

mxgve×Zv 

we`¨gvb i‡q‡Q| 

h_v: Maharashtra 
Forest Act 1927 
(S-4)Ges Orissa 
Forest Act 1972 
(S-4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Other 
Forest” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 3(M) I  13 

2(4B), “other forest” means 
forest declared by the 
Government as forest under  
sub-section (1) of section 34A 
of this Act; 
2(4C), “protected forest” 
means forest declared as 
protected forest under section 
29 of this Act; 
2(4D) “reserved forest” means 
forest declared as reserved 
forest under section 29 of this 
Act; 
 
 
 
 
13 | Act No. XVI of 
1927Gisections 34AI 

34BGi mwbœ‡ek |ÑD³ Act 
Gisection 34Gi ci 

wb¤œiƒcsections 34AI 

34Bmwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e, h_v tÑ 

34A. Other forests.- (1) The 
Government may, by 
notification in the official 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Section 2(4B), 2(4C), 
2(4D)and 34A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cȪ ÍvweZ bZzb 

Section 2(4B), 
2(4C), 2(4D) I 
34AAšÍ©f~³ bv 

Kiv| 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*†dŠR`vix 

weavbvejx _vKv 

m‡Ë¡I“Reserved 
Forest” 
I“Protected 
Forest”Gi eb 

DRvi n‡q †M‡Q| 

†m Kvi‡YB eb 

wefvM †dŠR`vix 

e¨e ’̄vi gva¨‡g 

eb msiÿ‡Yi 

aviYv 

cwinvi/mxwgZKi

Y K‡i ebwbf©i 

Rb‡Mvôxi 

Askx`vwiZ¡ I 

AskMÖn‡Yi 

gva¨‡g 

Askx`vwiZ¡ ebvqb 

(Participatory 
Forestry),mvgvwRK 

ebvqb(Social 
Forestry/Afforestati
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Gazette, declare the 
provisions of this Chapter, as 
far as it is  applicable to any 
waste-land or char land or 
forest plantation, or naturally 
originated forest, which is not 
included ina reserved forest or 
protected forest but which is 
the property of Government, 
or over which the Government 
has ownership right, or to the 
whole or any part of the 
forest-produce to which the 
Government is entitled. 
(2)The waste-land, char land 
or forest planattion comprised 
in any such notification shall 
be called as other forests. 
 

on),mn-

e¨e ’̄vcbv(Co-
Management)-Gi 

Kvh©µg I cÖK‡íi 

gva¨‡gB eb 

msiÿY I 

e¨e ’̄vcbv K‡i 

Avm‡Q| hv eZ©gvb 

I c~‡e©i RvZxq 

ebbxwZ‡Z 

¯úófv‡e DwjøwLZ 

i‡q‡Q| myZivs 

“Other 
Forest”aviYvwU 

MÖnY Kiv n‡j Zv 

Pjgvb ebbxwZ, 

eb e¨e ’̄vcbv I 

msiÿY Kvh©µ‡gi 

m¤ú~Y© we‡ivavZ¥K 

ev wecixZg~Lx 

n‡e| 

 

*“Other Forest” 
m„wó ev †NvlYvi 

cÖwµqvwU 

evsjv‡`‡ki 

msweav‡b ¯̂xK…Z 

†gŠwjK AwaKvi 

Ges Principle of 
Natural Justice 
(Due Process) 
cwicš’x †h‡nZz 

G‡ÿ‡Î f~wgi 

gvwjK I Ab¨vb¨ 

¯̂Ë¡axKvix‡`i 

wbKU h_vh_ 

†bvwUk cÖ̀ v‡bi 

Ges f~wgi gvwjK 

I Ab¨vb¨ 

¯̂Ë¡axKvix KZ©„K 

AvZ¥cÿ mg_©‡bi 

my‡hvM †bB|  

 

*ZvQvov, Dc‡iv³ 

cȪ ÍvweZ cÖwµqvwU 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖv‡gi 

†ÿ‡Î cve©Z¨ 

AÂ‡ji cÖ‡hvR¨ 
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AvBb, cÖ_v, c×wZ 

I ixwZbxwZi mv‡_ 

we‡ivavZ¥K ev 

mvsNwl©K (cve©Z¨ 

†Rjv cwil` 

AvBb 1989, 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg 

†i¸‡jkb 1900, 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg f~wg 

Kwgkb AvBb 

2001)|  

 

*D‡jøL¨ †h, 

cve©Z¨ AÂ‡ji 

f‚wgi e‡›`ve Í̄x, 

BRviv, AwaMÖnY I 

n Í̄všÍ‡ii †ÿ‡Î 

mswkøó cve©Z¨†Rjv 

cwil‡`i 

c~e©vby‡gv`b 

Avek¨K (aviv 

64, cve©Z¨ †Rjv 

cwil` AvBb 

1989)|  

 

 

*AwaKš‘, cve©Z¨ 

AÂ‡j cÖPwjZ 

ixwZ-bxwZ I 

c×wZ Abyhvqx 

†gŠRv †nWg¨v‡bi 

m¤ú„³Zv e¨ZxZ 

†Kvb Rwgi 

e‡›`ve Í̄x ev 

n Í̄všÍi Kiv hvq 

bv (cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg 

†i¸‡jkb 1900 

I cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg 

f~wg Kwgkb AvBb 

2001 Gi gva¨‡g 

¯̂xK…Z cÖ_v, ixwZ 

I c×wZ)| 
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5 

 

msiw¶Z 

eb 

†NvlYvi 

cÖwµqvq 

AwaKvi 

cÖwZôvi 

my‡hvM 

iwnZKiY(
Extinction 
of Rights) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6| Act No XVI of1927Gi 

Section 9 Gi ms‡kvab|- 

D³ ActGi Section 9 G 

D‡jøwLZ extinguished’ 
kãwUi c‡i D‡jøwLZ Kgvi 

cwie‡Z© dzj÷c ewm‡e Ges 

AZtci wb¤œiƒc kã¸wj , 

Kgv¸wj, msL¨v¸wj Ges 

dzj÷c wejyß nB‡e, h_vt-  
unless,before, the notification 
under section 20 is published, 
the person claiming them 
satisfies the Forest Settlement 
Officer that he had sufficient 
cause for not preferring such 
claim within the period fixed 
under section 6.| 

7| Act No XVI of 1927Gi 

Section 16A Gi ms‡kvab|- 

D³ ActGi Section 16A Gi 

sub-section (1) Gi clause 
(i)D‡jøwLZ“Section 6 and 9” 
kã¸wj I msL¨v¸wji 

cwie‡Z©  “Section 6” kã¸wj 

I msL¨v cÖwZ ’̄vwcZ nB‡e,  

 8| Act No XVI of 1927Gi 

Section 20 Gi ms‡kvab|- 

D³ ActGi Section 20 Gi 

sub section (1)Gi clause 
(a)G D‡jøwLZ “or section 9”   
kã¸wj I msL¨v wejyß nB‡e 

| 

 
Section 9. Extinction of 
rights.  
Rights in respect of which 
no claim has been 
preferred under section 6, 
and of the existence of 
which no knowledge has 
been acquired by inquiry 
under section 7, shall be 
extinguished, unless, 
before the notification under 
section 20 is published, the 
person claiming them 
satisfies the Forest 
Settlement-officer that he 
had sufficient cause for not 
preferring such claim within 
the period fixed under 
section 6. 
6A,Section 6. Proclamation 
by Forest Settlement-
Officer: - When a 
notification has been issued 
under section 4, the Forest 
Settlement-officer shall 
publish in Bengali in every 
town and village in the 
neighborhood of the land 
comprised therein, a 
proclamation – 

(a) Specifying, as 
nearly as 
possible, the 
situation and 
limits of the 
proposed forest; 

 
20 (1) Section 20. 
Notification declaring forest 
reserved. - (1)When the 
following events have 
occurred, namely: (a) the 
period fixed under section 6 
for preferring claims has 
elapsed and all claims, if 
any, made under that 
section or section 9 have 
been disposed of by the 
Forest Settlement- officer; 

 

 

2015-Gi 

cȪ ÍvweZ 

AvB‡bi 

cȪ ÍvweZ aviv 

6,7,8 AšÍ©f‚³ 

bv Kiv| 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*msiw¶Z eb 

†NvlYvi gva¨‡g 

ewY©Z Rb‡Mvwôi 

f~wg AwaKvi 

wejywß †NvlYvi 

cÖwµqvq 

PzovšÍfv‡e Section 
20-Gi Aax‡b  
Reserve Forest 
†NvlYvi c~‡e© 

mswkøó ¯̂Ë¡axKvix 

KZ©„K AvcwË 

`vwL‡ji my‡hvM 

iwnZ Kiv n‡j 

cÖZ¨šÍ I `yM©g 

AÂ‡ji Avw`evmx, 

ebevmx I eb-

wbf©i Rb‡Mvôx 

Zv‡`i msweavb 

¯̂xK…Z †gŠwjK 

AwaKvi, cÖ_vMZ 

GesAb¨vb¨ 

cÖPwjZ f~wg 

AwaKvi †_‡K 

ewÂZ n‡e| 

mswkøó 

Rb‡MvôxiAÁvZm

v‡i Zv‡`iI 

emZf~wg, d‡ji 

evMvb, Ryg f~wg, 

Avevm f~wg, †gŠRv 

eb, MÖvg eb, 

kk¥vb/cweÎ f~wg 

BZ¨vw` nviv‡e| 

 

*GwU msweav‡bi 

14, 18K, 23K, 

27, 28, 31, 39, 

40, 42 Aby‡”Q`, 
Principle of Natural 
Justice, cÖ_vMZ 

AvBb I 

AvšÍ©RvwZK 

gvbevwaKvi 

AvB‡bi mv‡_ 

we‡iva©vZ¥K| 
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GLv‡b Dbœqb-

ewR©Z I `~M©g 

AÂ‡j emevmiZ 

ebevmx‡`i 

mnRvZ 

gvbevwaKvi‡K 

j•Nb Kiv n‡e| 

BwZg‡a¨ 1992-

93 m‡b Rvwi Kiv 

eb AvB‡bi 4 I 

6 aviv Ges 

cieZx©‡Z PzovšÍ 

20 aviv Rvwii 

welqwU `xwNbvjvi 

6wU †gŠRvi RbMb 

G wel‡q 2010 

mv‡jB gvÎ ÁvZ 

nb| 

 

*cve©Z¨ PÆMÖv‡g 

Giƒc †bvwUk cÖvß 

bb Ges Zv‡`i 

AÁvZmv‡i 

msiwÿZ eb 

†NvlYvi cÖwµqv 

Pjgvb i‡q‡Q, 

AmsL¨ e¨w³ I 

Rb‡Mvôx i‡q‡Q 

hv‡`i †gŠwjK 

AwaKvi jw•NZ 

n‡q‡Q Ges jw•NZ 

n‡e| 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

iw¶Z e‡b 

we‡kle„‡¶

i ev we‡kl 

‡kÖYxi 

e„‡ÿi 

msiw¶Z 

†Nvlbvi 

Abya© 30 

eQ‡ii 

mxgve×Zv 

iwnZKiY 

 10|Act No XVI of 1927Gi 

Section 30 Gi ms‡kvab|- 

D³ ActGiSection 30 Gi 

clause (b) G D‡jøwLZ “not 
exceeding thirty years,” 
kã¸wj I Kgv¸wj wejyß 

nB‡e| 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Section 30. Power to issue 
notification reserving trees, 
etc.-The Government may, 
by notification in official 
Gazette,- 
(a) declare any trees or 
class of trees in a protected 
forest to be reserved from a 
date fixed by notification; 
(b) declare that any portion 
of such forest specified in 
the notification shall be 
closed for such term, not 
exceeding thirty years, as 
the Government thinks fit, 
and that the rights of private 
persons, if any, over such 

2015 m‡bi 

cȪ ÍvweZ eb 

AvB‡bi 

cȪ ÍvweZ aviv 

10 AšÍ©f‚³ bv 

Kiv| 

 

 

*cȪ ÍvweZ 

ms‡kvabxwU Avbv 

n‡j ewY©Z 

Rb‡Mvôxi 

RxweKv, cÖ_v, 

K…wó, ms¯‹…wZ I 

Ab¨vb¨ cÖ_vMZ 

AwaKvi‡K niY 

Kiv n‡e| ZvQvov, 

iw¶Z e‡b 

emevmKvix 

Rb‡Mvôxi 

cÖvßeq¯‹ Mv‡Qi ev 
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portion shall be suspended 
during such term, provided 
that the remainder of such 
forest be sufficient, and in 
locality reasonably 
convenient, for the due 
exercise of the rights 
suspended in the portion so 
closed; or 
(c) prohibit, from a date 
fixed as aforesaid, the 
quarrying of stone, or the 
burning of lime or charcoal, 
or the collection or 
subjection to any 
manufacturing process, or 
removal of, any forest-
produce in any such forest,  
 
 
 
 
and the [breaking up, 
clearing or use] for 
cultivation, for building, for 
herding cattle or for any 
other purpose, of any land 
in any such forest. 
 
 

cÖRvwZi Mv‡Qi 

†UKmB e¨envi 

n‡Z ewÂZ 

Ki‡e|  
 
*eb AvBb 

1927-Gi  
Section 30 -‡Z 

DwjøwLZ Protected 
Forest-Gi Aax‡b 

“reserve”-K…Z 

we‡kl e„ÿ ev 

we‡kl cÖRvwZMZ 

e„ÿ †kÖYx-m¤ŵjZ 

†Kvb Ask‡K 30 

eQ‡ii AwaK Kvj 

“closed” bv ivLvi 

wcQ‡b h‡_ô hyw³ 

wQ‡jv Ges 

eZ©gv‡bI i‡q‡Q| 
 

*cvk¦eZx© fvi‡Zi 

wewfbœ iv‡R¨ 

1927 m‡bi eb 

AvBb GLbI 

ejer i‡q‡Q - 

h_v, gnvivóª ivR¨ 

†hLv‡b 30 eQ‡ii 

AwaKKvj mswkøó 

GjvKv‡K “closed” 
bv ivLvi weavb 

A`¨vewa ejer 

i‡q‡Q 

[Maharashtra 
Forest Act 1927, 
Section 30(b)|] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

†emiKvix  

eb 

cwiPvjbv,  

e¨e ’̄vcbv 

 

 

 

 

14| Act No XVI of 1927Gi 

Section 38C Gi ms‡kvab|- 

D³ Act Gi Section 38C Gi 

sub section (1)G D‡jøwLZ 

“threat to property,” kã¸wj I 

Kgvi ci “conservation of 
biodiversity, natural heritage, 
and ecosystem” kã¸wj I 

Kgv¸wj mwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e| 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*cȪ ÍvweZ 

†dŠR`vix AvB‡bi 

weavbvejx -hv 

g~jZt msiw¶Z 

e‡bi †¶‡Î Ges 

AwaK mxwgZ 

cwim‡i iw¶Z I 

mvgvwRK e‡bi 
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7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Restricted activities 38C. 
(1) The Government may 
make rules to prohibit, 
restrict or require a permit 
for land clearing use of 
pesticides, harvest on steep 
stopes, or other forest 
management activities on 
private land thatmay pose a 
threat to property, 
renewable natural 
resources or the 
productivity of land. 
 
(2) The Government 
shall empower Forest-
officers to issue such 
permits required under sub-
section (1). 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cȪ ÍvweZ eb 

AvBb 2015-

Gi 

cȪ ÍvweZ aviv 

14 AšÍf©~³ bv 

K‡i eb AvBb 

1927 Gi 

38CavivwU 

AcwiewZ©Z 

ivLv|  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

†¶‡Î cÖ‡hvR¨Zv 

Other Forest-Gi 

†¶‡ÎI cÖ‡qvM 

Kiv n‡j 

Avw`evmx, ebevmx 

I eb-wbf©i 

Rb‡Mvôxi RxweKv 

I AwaKvi‡K 

gvivZ¥Kfv‡e 

¶wZMª̄ ’ Ki‡e|  

d‡j - 

 

-†emiKvix f~wg 

gvwjKiv A‡nZzK 

nqivwbi wkKvi 

n‡e|  

 

-‡emiKvix Rwgi 

Rb¨ wewfbœ Jla 

(KxUbvkK) 

cÖ‡qv‡Mi †¶‡Î 

miKvi evav cÖ̀ vb 

Ki‡Z cvi‡e 

(wKš‘ miKvix 

Rwgi †¶‡Î †Kvb 

evav ivLv nq 

bvB)| miKvix 

wewfbœ Kvh©µ‡gi 

d‡j Rbmvavi‡Yi 

¶wZ n‡j †m 

†¶‡Î †Kvb 

ai‡bi cÖwZKv‡ii 

my‡hvM ivLv nq 

bvB| 

 

-mbvZbx I 

cÖwZ‡ek-evÜe 

f~wg e¨envi e¨vnZ 

n‡e| 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

miKvix eb 

GjKvi 

BRvivi 

wb‡lavÁv 

 

 

 

25|Act No XVI of 1927Gi 

section 84A, 84B Ges84CGi 

mwbœ‡ek|- D³Act GiSection 
84Gi wb¤œiƒcsection 84A, 
84BGes84Cmwbœ‡ewkZ nB‡e, 

h_vt- 
 84A. Lease of forest 
land prohibited:- 
Notwithstanding contained in 

 
 
 
 
New Sections84A, 84B  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

cȪ ÍvweZ eb 

AvBb 2015-

Gi 

cȪ ÍvweZ aviv 

25-Gi gva¨‡g: 

*ms‡hvRbZe¨ 

b~Zb aviv 84A 

Gi ‡ÿ‡Î 

 

*cȪ ÍvweZ b~Zb 

aviv 84A Gi 

†ÿ‡Ît  

 

eb AvBb 2015-

Gi  cȪ ÍvweZ aviv 

84AGi 
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8 

 

 

 

 

eb 

Kg©KZ©vi 

ïbvbxi 

eva¨evaKZ

v 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

any other law for the time 
being in force, no forests shall 
be leased out or handed over 
in partly or fully with 
usufracturay or easement 
right to any private individual 
or any agency in any form or 
for any purpose including 
construction of roads, 
infrastructure, brick fields and 
establishment of industries 
subject to the provision under 
section 27. 
 84B. Obligation of 
hearing forest officer in 
preparing record of rights:– 
Notwithstanding anything 
contained in any other law for 
the time being in force, no 
land, recorded in favour of the 
Forest Department or Deputy 
Commissioner, on behalf of 
the Government, shall be 
recorded in the name of any 
private individual or any 
agency in the course of any 
survey and settlement 
operation until the nearest 
forest officer is given the 
opportunity of being heared. 
 84C. Reaffirmation 
of traditionaland customary 
rights of the ethnic minority 
group:- Special measures 
shall be undertaken to protect 
the traditional rights of the 
ethnic minority group as 
recognized in the existing 
laws. 

eskvbyµ‡g eb 

GjvKvq  

cÖ_vMZfv‡e 

emevmiZ 

Avw`evmx 

Rb‡Mvôx‡`i 

AšÍf©~³ bv Kiv; 

 

*ms‡hvRbZe¨ 

b~Zb aviv 

84BG‡Kev‡iB 

AšÍf©~³ bv Kiv; 

 

 

*hw` 

aviv84BAšÍf©~³ 

Kiv nq Zvn‡j 

G‡Z Òin favour 
of the Forest 
DepartmentÓ 
Gi ci Òor 
Deputy 
CommissionerÓ
kã¸‡jv 

AšÍf©~³ bv Kiv 

| 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

weavbvejxRow8 

Gi Column4- G 

ewb©Zfv‡e kZ©hy³ 

Kivbv 

n‡jmsiwÿZ I 

Ab¨vb¨ miKvix 

e‡b eskvbyµ‡g 

cÖ_vMZfv‡e 

emevmiZ 

Avw`evmx 

Rb‡Mvôxi f~wg 

AwaKvi A¯̂xK…Z 

i‡q hv‡e| 

AwaKš‘, cȪ ÍvweZ 

ms‡hvRbwU eb 

AvBb 1927 Gi 

aviv 28 I 28A 

Gi cwicwš’| 

 

*cȪ ÍvweZ b~Zb 

aviv 84BGi 

†ÿ‡Ît  

 

-“Forest 
Department Gi 

bv‡g  ‡iKW©K…Z 

bq A_P ÒDeputy 
Commissioner”Gi 

bv‡g ‡iKW©K…Z 

Rwg Survey ev 

SettlementGi 

gva¨‡g †Kvb ms ’̄v 

ev e¨w³i bv‡g 

†iKW©Ki‡bi 

cÖwµqvq eb 

wefv‡Mi Kg©KZ©vi 

wbKU †bvwUk 

cÖ̀ vb welqwU 

A‡hvw³K I Gi 

gva¨‡g AvBbx I 

AvšÍ-wefvMxq ØÜ 

m„wó n‡e| 

 

-cȪ ÍvweZ 

ms‡hvRbwU Avbv 

n‡j cve©Z¨ 
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µg 

 

welq 

 

cȪ ÍvweZ eb (ms‡kvabx) 

AvBb 2015 

 

eb AvBb 1927 

 

mycvwik 

 

†hŠw³KZv I 

gšÍe¨ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

PÆMÖv‡gi†ejvq 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg 

†Rjv cwil` 

AvBb 1989, 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg 

†i¸‡jkb 1900 

Ges cÖPwjZ 

cÖ_vixwZ I 

c×wZi mv‡_ 

mvs•Nwl©K n‡e| 

 

-cȪ ÍvweZfv‡e 

d‡ió 

Awdmvi‡Km¤ú„³ 

Kiv n‡j Rwgi 

e‡›`ve Í̄x I 

Rwi‡ci cÖwµqvq 

`xN© m~ÎxZv I 

RwUjZvi m„wó n‡e 

Ges Rwgi gvwjK 

I Ab¨vb¨ 

¯̂ËvwaKvixMb 

bvbvfv‡e nqivbxi 

wkKvi n‡e| 
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µg 

 

welq 

 

cȪ ÍvweZ eb (ms‡kvabx) 

AvBb 2015 

 

eb AvBb 1927 

 

mycvwik 

 

†hŠw³KZv I 

gšÍe¨ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 

 

 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
“Ethnic 
Minority” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

84C. Reaffirmation of 
traditional and customary 
rights of the ethnic minority 
group:- Special measures 
shall be undertaken to 
protect the traditional rights 
of the ethnic minority group 
as recognized in the 
existing laws. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

cȪ ÍvweZ “ethnic 
minority” 
kãwUi cwie‡Z© 

ÒAdivasiÓ 
kãwU cÖwZ ’̄vcb 

Kiv| 

 

 

 

 

 

*cȪ ÍvweZ “ethnic 
minority” kãwU 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖv‡gi 

Avw`evmx 

Rb‡Mvôx‡`i 

mwVKfv‡e 

cÖwZwbwaZ¡ K‡i 

bv| GUv A¯úó 

Ges Gi gva¨‡g 

e‡b emevm K‡i 

bv Ggb 

Rb‡MvôxI 

AšÍ©f~³ n‡Z 

cv‡i| †hgb 

ag©xq, fvlvMZ I 

RvwZMZ msL¨vjNy 

hviv ebwbf©i 

Rb‡Mvôx bq| 

ZvQvov, wewfbœ 

AvB‡b 

ÒAvw`evmxÓ kãwU 

e¨envi Kiv 

n‡q‡Q| †hgb, 

mvgvwRK ebvqb 

wewagvjv 2010 [ 

wewa 6, Dcwewa 2 

(O) I ÿz`ª b„-

‡Mvôxi mvs¯‹…wZK 

cÖwZôvb AvBb 

2010 [aviv 2 

(2)]| 
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Appendix 34 
 

 
Recommendations of CHT Civil Society on the  

Draft CHT Forest Transit Rules 2010  
dated 3 March 2016 

 
 

mfvi Kvh©weeibx  

cȪ ÍvweZ cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡ni ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb (wbqš¿Y) wewagvjv 2010 Gi Dci  civgk©K Kg©kvjv 

 

Av‡qvR‡b- 

PvKgv mv‡K©j 

mnvqZvq-  

gv‡jqv dvD‡Ûkb, BIPNet-CCBD  
I  

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg eb I f~wg AwaKvi msiÿY Av‡›`vjb 

’̄vb : m‡¤§jb Kÿ, PvKgv mv‡K©j, ivRevox iv½vgvwU| 

ZvwiL I mgq : 03-03-16, mKvj 10Uv n‡Z 5Uv | 

mfvcwZ : PvKgv ivRv †`evkxl ivq| 

 

f~wgKv : GB Kg©kvjvwU weMZ 5, 6 I 22  RyjvB 2015 Zvwi‡Li AbywôZ CHTWCA-UNDP cÖK‡íi 

cȪ ÍvweZ cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡ni ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb (wbqš¿Y) wewagvjv 2010 Kg©kvjvi avivevwnKZvi Ask 

wn‡m‡e  PvKgv mv‡K©j, gv‡jqv dvD‡Ûkb, BIPNet-CCBD I cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg eb I f~wg AwaKvi 

msiÿY Av‡›`vjb D‡`¨v‡M PvKgv mv‡K©j cÖwZwbwa, DcRvZxq KvV e¨emvqx I †RvU gvwjK Kj¨vb mwgwZ, 

‡nWg¨vb cÖwZwbwa Ges ’̄vbxq bvMwiK cÖwZwbwa‡`i mgš̂‡q GK civgk©g~jK Kg©kvjv AbywôZ nq| 

Kg©kvjvq Dcw ’̄Z cÖwZwbwa e‡M©i ZvwjKv mshyw³ (K)AvKv‡i †`qv nj|  

 

GB Kg©kvjvi D‡Ïk¨ nj RvZxq ch©v‡q cwi‡ek I eb gš¿bvj‡qi AbywôZe¨ cȪ ÍvweZ cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡ni 

ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb (wbqš¿Y) wewagvjv 2010 Gi cve©Z¨ PÆMÖv‡gi ’̄vbxq miKvi cÖwZôvb, cÖ_vMZ cÖwZôvb 

I mykxj mgv‡RicÖwZwbwae„‡›`i gZvgZ mycvwik AvKv‡i RvZxq Kg©kvjvq Dc ’̄vc‡bi Kiv| 

 

Kg©kvjvi ïiæ‡Z cȪ ÍvweZ cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡ni ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb (wbqš¿Y) wewagvjv 2010  Gi Dci 

Av‡jvPbvi m~ÎcvZ K‡ib PvKgv mv‡K©j Pxd ivRv †`evkxl ivq| Kg©kvjvq Dcw ’̄Z mK‡j cȪ ÍvweZ cve©Z¨ 

†Rjv mg~‡ni ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb (wbqš¿Y) wewagvjv 2010Gi Dci Av‡jvPbv Ask MÖnY K‡iY| c‡i 

cȪ ÍvweZ cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡ni ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb (wbqš¿Y) wewagvjv 2010Gi Dci we Í̄vwiZ Av‡jvPbv Ges 

ch©v‡jvbvi ci  mK‡ji me©m¤§wZ µ‡g wb‡¤œ wm×všÍejx M„nxZ nq| 

wm×všÍ: 

1| Kg©kvjvq M„nxZ mycvwikgvjv QK AvKv‡i cwi‡ek I eb gš¿bvjq I mswkøó mKj cÖwZôv‡bi 

 wbKU †cÖiY Kiv|  mshyw³-L 
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2| cÖ_vMZ cÖwZôvb I mykxj mgv‡RicÖwZwbwae„‡›`i gZvg‡Zi wfwË‡Z cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK 

 cwil` PzovšÍ gZvgZ cwi‡ek I eb gš¿bvjq I mswkøó mKj cÖwZôv‡bi wbKU †cÖiY Kiv|  

3| cwi‡ek I eb gš¿bvj‡qi wewagvjv ms‡kva‡bi wba©vwiZ mfvi Av‡M mykxj mgvR cÖwZwbwa‡`i 

 D‡`¨v‡M cÖ‡qvRbxq Kg©kvjv Av‡qvRb Ki‡e, hv‡Z AskMÖnbKvix mK‡ji GKB gZvgZ cÖ̀ vb 

 Ki‡Z cv‡i|  

4| cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡ni cȪ ÍvweZ ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb (wbqš¿Y) wewagvjv 2010 Gi AvIZvi  ewn©f‚Z 

e„‡ÿi ZvwjKv ‡cÖiY| mshyw³ -M 

 

AskMÖnbKvix mKj‡K mywPwšÍZ gZvgZ cÖ̀ v‡bi Rb¨ ab¨ev` Ávcb K‡ib Ges fwel¨‡Z mK‡ji 

mn‡hvMxZv Kvgbv K‡i mfvcwZ g‡nv`q  Kg©kvjvi mgvwß †NvlYv K‡ib| 

 

mshyw³: 

1| Kg©kvjvq Dcw ’̄Z cÖwZwbwa e‡M©i ZvwjKv (K)| 

2| cȪ ÍvweZ ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb (wbqš¿Y) wewagvjv 2010 Gi Dci M„nxZ bvMwiK mgv‡Ri 

 mycvwikgvjv m¤̂wjZ mshy³ QK (L)| 

3| cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡ni cȪ ÍvweZ ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb (wbqš¿Y) wewagvjv 2010 Gi AvIZvi  ewn©f‚Z 

e„‡ÿi ZvwjKv (M)| 

 

 

 

 

PvKgv ivR Kvh©vjq, ivRevox      ivRv †`evkxl ivq 

iv½vgvwU, cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg         PvKgv ivRv I  

3 gvP© 2016                Kg©kvjvi mfvcwZ 
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mshyw³-K 

 

PvKgv ivR Kvh©vjq 
ivRevox, iv½vgvwU| 

 

cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡ni ebR ª̀e¨ cwienb (wbqš¿Y) wewagvjv 2010 Gi msµvšÍ Kg©kvjvq Dcw ’̄Z cÖwZwbwae„›` : 

’̄vb: PvKgv ivR Kvh©vjq, ivRevox, iv½vgvwU                                                ZvwiL: 03/03/2016 

 

µg AskMÖnYKvixi bvg cÖwZôv‡bi bvg ‡gvevBj bs ¯̂vÿi 

1 ivRv †`evkxl ivq PvKgv mv‡K©i, iv½vgvwU|  ¯̂vÿwiZ 

2 cÖxwZ gq PvKgv  DcRvZxq KvV e¨emvqx I †RvU gvwjK 

Kj¨vb mwgwZ, iv½vgvwU| 

01820300184 

H 

3 

‡MŠZg †`Iqvb 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg eb I f~wg AwaKvi msiÿY 

Av‡›`vjb 

01731091388 H 

4 kvwšÍ weRq PvKgv ‡nWg¨vb, 124 bs bvivBQwo †gŠRv 01556701034 H 

5 `x‡cb †`Iqvb  ‡nWg¨vb, 158 bs gvI`s †gŠRv 01554114377 

H 

6 wnUjvi †`Iqvb iv½vgvwU †Rjv †nWg¨vb G‡mvwm‡qkb  01556549547 H 

7 wbwL‡jk PvKgv ‡cÖvMÖvg Awdmvi, wmBwc, BDGbwWwc 01714487999 H 

8 `x‡cv¾¡j Lxmv gv‡jBqv dvD‡Ûkb 01826162707 H 

9 gsn¬vg¨v›U wmwmI 01558455631 H 

10 cjvk Lxmv wUGI, wmwmI 01852266768 H 

11 mykxj weKvk PvKgv Gdwm, wmwmI 01839980521 H 

12 P›` †mb PvKgv wd«-j¨vÝ, d‡Uv MÖvdvi 01727574706 H 

13 my`xß PvKgv gv‡jBqv dvD‡Ûkb 01712405310 H 
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mshyw³ L 

 

cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡ni ebR`ªe¨ cwienb (wbqš¿Y) wewagvjv 2010 Gi Lmovi Dci ms‡kvabx cȪ Ívevejxt 

ZvwiL: 3iv gvP© 2016 

’̄vb: PvKgv mv‡K©j Kvh©̈ vjq, ivRevwo, iv½vgvwU cve©Z¨ †Rjv|  

 

  

cwi‡ek I eb gš¿Yvj‡qi 

Lmov wewagvjv 

 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK 

cwil‡`i  cȪ Ívebv 

 

bvMwiK mgv‡Ri cȪ Ívebv 

 

bvMwiK mgv‡Ri 

cȪ Ívebvi‡hŠw³KZv 

I gšÍe¨ 

 1 2 3 4 

  

5| A‡kªYxf~³ ebf~wg 

(Unclassed State 
Forests)  nB‡Z ebR ª̀e¨ 

AvniY, AcmviY ev 

cwienb:- 

(1) .......................... 

(2) ............................ 

(3) ............................ 
(4) ............................ 
(5) ............................ 

 

(6) cve©Z¨ †Rjv mgy‡n 

emevmiZ DcRvZxq 

e¨vw³MY A‡kªbxfy³ 

ebvÂj nB‡Z webv 

ivR‡¯̂ wbR¯̂ M„n ’̄vjx 

e¨env‡ii Rb¨ R¡vjvbx 

KvV I Ab¨vb¨ AcÖavb 

ebR `ªe¨ (wbwl× 

†NvwlZ e¨ZxZ) msMÖn 

Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(6) cve©Z¨ †Rjv mgy‡n 

emevmiZ DcRvZxq 

e¨w³MY A‡kªbxfy³ ebvÂj 

nB‡Z webv ivR‡¯̂ I webv 

AbygwZ‡Z wbR¯̂ e¨envi I 

RxweKvi Rb¨ R¡vjvbx KvV 

I Ab¨vb¨ AcÖavb ebR `ªe¨ 

(wbwl× †NvwlZ e¨ZxZ) 

msMÖn I weµq Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb| 

 

(6) cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡ni†gŠRv 

wiRv©f (wfwmGd) -wbf©i 

cvnvox Avw`evmxRb‡Mvôx 

†gŠRv †nWg¨v‡bi AbygwZ 

cÎcÖvwß mv‡c‡ÿwebv ivR‡¯̂ 

I webv AbygwZ‡Z wbR¯̂ 

e¨envi I RxweKvi Rb¨ wewea 

Rv‡Zi †Mvj KvV, ewjø, 

R¡vjvbx KvV Ges evuk, †eZI 

Ab¨vb¨ A-Kvô ebR `ªe¨ 

msMÖn I weµq Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb| 

 

 

cve©Z¨ †Rjv mg~‡ni †gŠRv 

wiRv©f (wfwmGd)I †RvZ f~wg 

e¨ZxZ Ab¨vb¨  

GjvKvq emevmiZ Avw`evmx 

cvnvox evwm›`vMY †gŠRv 

†nWg¨v‡bi AbygwZ cÎ cÖvwß 

mv‡c‡ÿ webv ivR‡¯̂ I webv 

AbygwZ‡Z wbR¯̂ e¨envi I 

RxweKvi Rb¨ wewea Rv‡Zi 

†Mvj KvV, ewjø, R¡vjvbx KvV 

Ges evuk, †eZ I Ab¨vb¨ A-

Kvô ebR `ªe¨ msMÖn I weµq 

Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb| 

 

 RvZxq ebbxwZ 

 

 wmGBPwU 

†i¸‡jkb 

*wewa 41 (K) 

 

 wWwm ÷¨vwÛs 

AW©vi 

 

 

 wWwm ÷¨vwÛs 

AW©vi 

 

 iq¨vjwU 

cviwgU 

 

 

 

1 

 

7| ‡emiKvix gvwjKvbvaxb 

f‚wg nB‡Z ebR `ªe¨ 

AvniY:- 

(1) wd«-jvB‡mÝ e¨ZxZ 

†emiKvix e¨w³ wKsev 

cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjKvbvaxb 

f‚wg nB‡Z †Kvb ebR 

 

gšÍe¨ bvB 

 

gšÍe¨ bvB 

 

cÖ‡hvR¨ b‡n 
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cwi‡ek I eb gš¿Yvj‡qi 

Lmov wewagvjv 

 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK 

cwil‡`i  cȪ Ívebv 

 

bvMwiK mgv‡Ri cȪ Ívebv 

 

bvMwiK mgv‡Ri 

cȪ Ívebvi‡hŠw³KZv 

I gšÍe¨ 

`ªe¨ AvniY Kiv hvB‡e 

bv| 

 

2 

 

(2) Dcwewa (1) G ewY©Z eb 

f‚wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ 

Avni‡Yi Rb¨ f‚wgi gvwjK 

KZ©„K wd«-jvB‡m‡Ýi Rb¨ 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

dig-2 G Av‡e`b `vwLj 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

           Z‡e kZ© _v‡K †h, 

GKB †nvwìs Gi wecix‡Z 2 

(`yB) eQ‡ii g‡a¨ 

GKvwaKevi wd« jvB‡mÝ Gi 

Rb¨ Av‡e`b Kiv hvB‡e bv| 

 

(2) Dcwewa (1) G ewY©Z 

eb f‚wg nB‡Z ebR`ªe¨ 

Avni‡Yi Rb¨ f‚wgi gvwjK 

KZ©„K wd«-jvB‡m‡Ýi RY¨ 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

dig-2 G Av‡e`b `vwLj 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 Z‡e kZ© _v‡K †h, 

GKB †nvwìs Gi wecix‡Z 

1 (GK) eQ‡ii g‡a¨ 

GKvwaKevi wd«-jvB‡mÝ 

Rb¨ Av‡e`b Kiv hvB‡e 

bv| 

 

AvÂwjK cwil‡`i gZvg‡Zi 

mv‡_ mggZ  

 

 

2 eQi n‡j 

AcÖ‡qvRbxq KvV 

KZ©b Kiv nB‡Z 

cv‡i | 

 

 1 eQi nB‡j †RvZ 

gvwjKvbvqcÖ‡qvRbxq 

KvV KZ©b Kwi‡e| 

 

 

3 

 

(3) Dcwewa (1) Gi Aaxb 

wd« jvB‡mÝ MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ 

Av‡e`bc‡Îi mwnZ, cÖ‡hvR¨ 

‡¶‡Î, wbgœewY©Z `wjjvw` 

`vwLj Kwi‡Z nB‡e, h_vt- 

(K) ‡Rjv cÖkvmK ev 

Dc‡Rjv wbe©vnx 

Kg©KZ©v KZ…©K cÖ̀ Ë 

gvwjKvbv msµvšÍ f~wgi 

nvjbvMv` bKkvmn 

cÖZ¨qbcÎ| 

 

(L) mswk-ó f~wgi Rixc 

bKkvi †Uªwms Kwc; 

(M) f~wgi LvRbv cÖ̀ v‡bi 

nvjbvMv` iwk` 

(wWwmAvi)| 

(N) Av‡e`bKvixi 4 (Pvi) 

Kwc mZ¨vwqZ 

cvm‡cvU© AvKv‡ii 

Qwe| 

 

Gi Aaxb wd« jvB‡mÝ 

MÖn‡Yi Rb¨ Av‡e`bc‡Îi 

mwnZ cÖ‡hvR¨ ‡¶‡Î 

wbb¥ewY©Z `wjjvw` `vwLj 

Kwi‡Z nB‡e, h_vt- 

(K) †Pqvig¨vb, cve©Z¨ 

†Rjv cwil` KZ…©K 

cÖ̀ Ë gvwjKvbv 

msµvšÍ f~wgi 

nvjbvMv` bKkvmn 

cÖZ¨qbcÎ| 

 

(L) mswk-ó f~wgi 

Rgve›`x/LwZqv‡bi 

Kwc 

(M) f~wgi LvRbv cÖ̀ v‡bi 

nvjbvMv` iwk` 

(wWwmAvi)| 

(N) Av‡e`bKvixi 4 (Pvi) 

Kwc mZ¨vwqZ 

cvm‡cvU© AvKv‡ii 

Qwe| 

 

Av‡e`b c‡Î 4 Kwci Qwei 

cwie‡Z© 3 (wZb) Kwc Qwei 

K_v D‡jøKc~e©K Ab¨vb¨ mKj 

†ÿ‡Î AvÂwjK cwil‡`i mv‡_ 

mggZ| [wewa 7 (3) (1) (N) 

`ªóe¨] 

 

 

cve©Z¨ †Rjvi 

AwaKvsk Rwg‡Z 

we‡kl K‡i 

MÖvgvÂ‡j,  

†K‡W÷ªvj Rwic bv 

nIqv‡Z Rwic bKkv 

†bB| 

 

cve©Z¨ AÂ‡j f~wg 

gvwjKvbv msµvšÍ 

wel‡q mswk-ó f~wgi  

 

Rgve›`x ev 

LwZqv‡bi Kwc 

cÖ̀ k©‡bi gva¨‡g 

Rwg ev f~wgi 

gvwjKvbvi cÖgv‡Yi 

†iIqvR Pjvgvb 

i‡q‡Q| 

 

 

 

4 

 

(4) Dcwewa (2) G ewY©Z 

Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci 

mswk-ó †iÄ ev †ókb 

Kg©KZ©v- 

 

  

 Dcwewa (2) G ewY©Z 

Av‡e`bcÎ cÖvwßi ci 

mswk-ó †iÄ ev †ókb 

Kg©KZ©v-  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lmov wewa‡Z I cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg 

AvÂwjK cwil‡`i cȪ Ív‡e 

eZ©gv‡b mgqmxgv D‡jøL bvB| 

 

 mgqmxgv bv _vKvi 

Kvi‡Y eb wefv‡Mi 

†iÄ ev †ókb 

Kg©KZ©v- Øviv 

`xN©myÎxZvi m„ó nq, 
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cwi‡ek I eb gš¿Yvj‡qi 

Lmov wewagvjv 

 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK 

cwil‡`i  cȪ Ívebv 

 

bvMwiK mgv‡Ri cȪ Ívebv 

 

bvMwiK mgv‡Ri 

cȪ Ívebvi‡hŠw³KZv 

I gšÍe¨ 

(K) Z`š— Kwiqv 

Av‡e`bcÎ I Av‡e`b 

c‡Îi mwnZ mshy³ g¨vc 

m‡iRwg‡b cix¶v 

KiZt mswkøó f~wg Ges 

Av‡e`bc‡Î cÖ̀ wk©Z 

f~wgi ci¯úi wgj Av‡Q 

wKbv Dnv hvPvB KiZt 

D³ f~wg‡Z Aew ’̄Z 

Mv‡Qi gvwK©s ZvwjKv 

cȪ ‘Z Kwi‡eb; 

(L) `dv (K) Gi Aaxb 

cȪ ‘ZK…Z gvwK©s ZvwjKv 

Abyhvqx ebR`ª‡e¨i 

weeiY I AvbygvwbK 

cwigvY dig-2 Gi 6 

bs Kjv‡g Zvnvi 

cÖwZ‡e`b mn ZvwiL 

D‡j-L c~e©K ¯̂v¶i 

KiZt AbwaK 40 

(Pwj-k) Kvh©w`e‡mi 

g‡a¨ wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©vi wbKU †diZ 

cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡eb; 

 

(K) Z`š— Kwiqv 

Av‡e`bcÎ I Av‡e`b 

c‡Îi mwnZ mshy³ g¨vc 

m‡iRwg‡b cix¶v KiZt 

mswk-ó f~wg Ges 

Av‡e`bc‡Î cÖ̀ wk©Z f~wgi 

ci¯úi wgj Av‡Q wKbv Dnv 

hvPvB KiZt D³ f~wg‡Z 

Aew ’̄Z Mv‡Qi gvwK©s 

ZvwjKv cȪ ‘Z Kwi‡eb; 

 

 

(L) `dv (K) Gi Aaxb 

cȪ ‘ZK…Z gvwKs ZvwjKv 

Abyhvqx ebR`ª‡e¨i weeiY 

I AvbygvwbK cwigvY dig-

2 Gi 6 bs Kjv‡g Zvnvi 

cÖwZ‡e`b mn ZvwiL D‡j-L 

c~e©K ¯̂v¶i KiZt AbwaK 

30 (wÎk) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

†diZ cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡eb; 

 

ZvB AbvwaK 15 (c‡bi) 

Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ Z`‡šÍi 

mgqmxgvi eva¨evaKZv 

_vwK‡Z nB‡e|  [wewa 7 (4) 

(2) (K) `ªóe¨] 

 

eZ©gv‡b Rv¡jvbx Kv‡Vi D‡jøL 

bvB| ZvB mywbw`&ófv‡e R¡vjvbx 

Kv‡Vi cwigvb D‡jøLc~e©K 

GKB wd« jvB‡mÝ-G †Mvj KvV 

I R¡vjvbx KvV D‡‡jøL Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e|[wewa 7 (4) (2) (K) 

`ªóe¨] 

 

 AvÂwjK cwil‡`i mv‡_ 

mggZ| [wewa 7 (4) (2) (L) 

`ªóe¨] 

ZvB  mgqmxgv 

D‡jøL Kivi 

cÖ‡qvRbxqZv Av‡Q| 

 

evMv‡b KZ©bK…Z 

Mv‡Qi AvMv cwiZ¨³ 

Ae ’̄vq bó n‡q hvq 

| ZvB wd« cviwg‡Ui 

AvIZvq R¦vjvbx KvV 

wnmv‡e KZ©bK…Z 

Mv‡Qi AvMv cwienb 

Kwi‡Z cvwi‡j †RvU 

gvwjKMY DcK…Z 

nB‡e Ges Avq e„w× 

cvB‡e| 

 

 

 

[wewa 7 (4) (2) (K) 

`ªóe¨] 

 

 

5 

 

(5) Dcwewa f~wgi gvwjKvbv 

wel‡q †Kvb RwUjZv 

cwijw¶Z nB‡j wefvMxq eb 

Kg©KZ©v welqwUi wb®úwËi 

j‡¶¨ †WcywU Kwgkbv‡ii 

wbKU †cÖiY Kwi‡eb Ges 

†WcywU Kwgkbvi cÖ‡qvRbxq 

hvPvB evQvB Kwiqv AbwaK 

wÎk (30) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

cÖwZ‡e`b †cÖiY Kwi‡eb| 

 

(5) Dcwewa f‚wgi 

gvwjKvbv wel‡q †Kvb 

RwUjZv cwijw¶Z nB‡j 

wefvMxq eb Kg©KZ©v 

welqwUi wb®úwËi j‡¶¨ 

‡Pqvig¨vb cve©Z¨ †Rjv 

cwil` Gi wbKU †cÖiY 

Kwi‡eb Ges ‡Pqvig¨vb 

cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` 

cÖ‡qvRbxq hvPvB evQvB 

Kwiqv AbwaK wÎk (30) 

Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

cÖwZ‡e`b †cÖiY Kwi‡eb| 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

†gŠRv †nWg¨v‡bi m¤ú„©³Zv 

ms‡hvRb c~e©K AvÂwjK 

cwil‡`i mv‡_ mggZ ‡cvlb 

K‡ib|  

 

 

 

 

 

 

cve©Z¨ †Rjv cwil` 

AvBb Abymv‡i f~wg 

welqwU †Rjv 

cwil‡`i 

GLwZqvivaxb welq 

Ges mswkøó †gŠRv 

†nWg¨vb f~wg  

e¨e ’̄vcbvi mv‡_ 

mivmwi m¤ú„³| 

 

6 

 

(6) Dcwewa (4) Gi `dv 

(L) Abyhvqx †iÄ/†ókb 

Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z 

cÖwZ‡e`bmn Av‡e`b cÎwU 

†diZ cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©v cÖwZ‡e`b 

wel‡q mš—ó nB‡j AbwaK 

  

(6) Dc-wewa (4) Gi `dv 

(L) Abyhvqx †iÄ/†ókb 

Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z 

cÖwZ‡e`bmn Av‡e`b cÎwU 

†diZ cÖvwßi ci wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©v AbwaK 30 

(wÎk) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ 

  

 

 

 

wb‡¤œewY©Z kãvejx ms‡hvRb 

c~e©K AvÂwjK cwil‡`i mv‡_ 

mggZ ‡cvlb K‡ib:ÒBmy¨K…Z 

wd« cviwg‡Ui AvIZvq Kv‡Vi 

 

evMv‡b KZ©bK…Z 

Mv‡Qi AvMv cwiZ¨³ 

Ae ’̄vq bó n‡q hvq 

| ZvB wd« cviwg‡Ui 

AvIZvq R¦vjvbx KvV 

wnmv‡e KZ©bK…Z 

Mv‡Qi AvMv cwienb 
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cwi‡ek I eb gš¿Yvj‡qi 

Lmov wewagvjv 

 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK 

cwil‡`i  cȪ Ívebv 

 

bvMwiK mgv‡Ri cȪ Ívebv 

 

bvMwiK mgv‡Ri 

cȪ Ívebvi‡hŠw³KZv 

I gšÍe¨ 

30 (wÎk) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ 

webv ivR‡¯̂ Avni‡bi Rb¨ 

dig-4 G wd« jvB‡mÝ Bmy¨ 

Kwi‡eb| 

 

webv ivR‡¯̂ Avni‡bi Rb¨ 

dig-4 G wd« jvB‡mÝ Bmy¨ 

Kwi‡eb| 

cwigvY Abymv‡i R¡vjvbx 

Kv‡Vi jvB‡mÝI Bmy¨ 

Kwi‡ebÓ; [wewa 7 (6) (4) 

(L) `ªóe¨] 

Kwi‡Z cvwi‡j †RvU 

gvwjKMY DcK…Z 

nB‡e Ges Avq e„w× 

cvB‡e| 

 

[wewa 7 (6) (4) 

(L) `ªóe¨] 

 

 

7 

 

(7) Dcwewa Gi Abyhvqx 

emZ wfUvi 5 (cvuP) wU 

ch©š— MvQ (AbwaK †gvU 

100 NbdzU KvV) cÖK…Z 

Awaevmxi Ri“ix cÖ‡qvR‡b 

Avni‡Yi Rb¨ ’̄vbxq †iÄ 

Kg©KZ©v we‡kl we‡ePbvq wd« 

cviwgU cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb| 

 

(7) Dcwewa emZ wfUvi 10 

(`k) wU ch©š— MvQ 

(KZ©‡bi ci cwigv‡c hv 

`uvovq) cÖK…Z Awaevmxi 

Ri“ix cÖ‡qvR‡b Avni‡Yi 

Rb¨ ’̄vbxq †iÄ Kg©KZ©v 

we‡kl we‡ePbvq wd« cviwgU 

cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 

wewa 7 (7) G D‡jøwLZ Ò5 

wU ch©šÍ MvQ (AbvwaK 100 

NbdzU KvV)Ó kãmg~n‡K 

Ò20wU ch©šÍ MvQ (KZ©‡bi 

ci cwigv‡c hv ùvovq)Ó Øviv 

cÖwZôvwcZ Kiv|  

 

‡h‡nZz GKB †i‡Äi 

AvIZvaxb Av‡Ui 

AwaK †gŠRv we`¨gvb 

†m‡nZy RbmsL¨v 

Abycv‡Z we‡kl 

we‡ePbvq gv‡m 20 

wU MvQ KZ©‡bi Rb¨ 

wd« cviwgU cÖ‡qvRb| 

 

 

 

8 

 

(8) Dcwewa (7) Gi Aaxb  

we‡kl we‡ePbvq wd« cviwgU 

cÖvwßi Rb¨ Ri“ix cÖ‡qvRb 

m¤ŵjZ ’̄vbxq †Pqvig¨vb ev 

†nWg¨vb Gi cÖZ¨qb cÎ, 

Rwgi Rixc bKkv †Uªwms 

Kwc, nvjbvMv` iwk` I   2 

(`yB) Kwc Qwe mn Rwgi 

gvwjK‡K †iÂ Kg©KZ©vi 

wbKU Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

   

(8) Dcwewa (7) Gi Aaxb  

we‡kl we‡ePbvq wd« cviwgU 

cÖvwßi Rb¨ Ri“ix cÖ‡qvRb 

m¤ŵjZ ’̄vbxq †nWg¨vb Gi 

cÖZ¨qb cÎ, Rwgi 

Rgve›`x/LwZqv‡bi  Kwc, 

nvjbvMv` LvRbv cÖ̀ v‡bi 

nvjbvMv` iwk` I 2 ( ỳB) 

Kwc Qwe mn Rwgi gvwjK‡K 

†iÂ Kg©KZ©vi wbKU 

Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

 

 (8) Dcwewa (7) G Aax‡b 

we‡kl we‡ePbvq wd«-cviwgU 

cÖvwßi Rb¨ Rwgi gvwjK‡K 

‡gŠRv †nWg¨v‡bi cÖZ¨qb cÎ 

Ges †ÿÎ we‡k‡l LwZqvb/ 

Rgvew›`/ nvjbvMv` LvRbv 

cÖ̀ v‡bi iwk` I 2 ( ỳB)  

Kwc Qwemn †iÄ Kg©KZ©vi 

wbKU  Av‡e`b Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e| Av‡e`b cÎ cÖvwßi 

ci †iÄ Kg©KZv© AbwaK 10 

(`k) Kvh©w`e‡mi g‡a¨ wd« 

cviwgU Bmy¨ Kwi‡eb| 

 

Riæix cÖ‡qvRb 

weavq mg‡qi 

eva¨evaKZv i‡h‡Q| 

 

9 

 

Dcwewa (11) Abyhvqx 

GKRb †iÄ Kg©KZ©v gv‡m 2 

wUi AwaK we‡kl we‡ePbvq 

cviwgU cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z 

cvwi‡eb bv| 

  

wa (11) Abyhvqx GKRb †iÄ 

Kg©KZ©v gv‡m 10 wUi AwaK 

we‡kl we‡ePbvq cviwgU 

cÖ̀ vb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eb bv|

   

 

AvÂwjK cwil‡`i mv‡_ 

mggZ| [wewa 7 (11) `ªóe¨] 

 

‡h‡nZz GKB †i‡Äi 

AvIZvaxb Av‡Ui 

AwaK †gŠRv we`¨gvb 

†m‡nZy RbmsL¨v 

Abycv‡Z we‡kl 

we‡ePbvq gv‡m 10 

wUi AwaK cviwgU 

cÖ‡qvRb| [wewa 7 

(11) `ªóe¨] 
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cwi‡ek I eb gš¿Yvj‡qi 

Lmov wewagvjv 

 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK 

cwil‡`i  cȪ Ívebv 

 

bvMwiK mgv‡Ri cȪ Ívebv 

 

bvMwiK mgv‡Ri 

cȪ Ívebvi‡hŠw³KZv 

I gšÍe¨ 

 

10 

 

13|  wfwbqvi d¨v±ix, 

dvwb©Pvi gvU© ev wU¤v̂i 

cÖ‡mwms BDwbU 

’̄vcb|- 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dcwewa (9) Abyhvqx GK 

†Rjv nB‡Z Ab¨ †Rjvq 

wU¤v̂i Gi dvwb©Pvi ev 

wU¤v̂iRvZ `ªe¨ cwienb 

Kwi‡Z nB‡j mswk-ó wkí 

cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjK‡K wefvMxq 

eb Kg©KZ©vi wbKU nB‡Z 

wjwLZ AbygwZ MÖnY Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e| 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dcwewa (9) Abyhvqx wZb 

cve©Z¨ †Rjv nB‡Z Ab¨ 

†Rjvq wU¤v̂i Gi dvwb©Pvi 

ev wU¤v̂iRvZ `ªe¨ cwienb 

Kwi‡Z nB‡j mswk-ó wkí 

cÖwZôv‡bi gvwjK‡K 

†Pqvig¨vb cve©Z¨ †Rjv 

cwil` Gi wbKU nB‡Z 

wjwLZ AbygwZ MÖnY Kwi‡Z 

nB‡e| 

 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK 

cwil‡`i cȪ ÍvweZ wewa 13(9) 

13(10) I 13 (11) Gi g~j 

cȪ Ívevewji mv‡_ mggZ 

†cvlb Kwiqv cwi‡ek I eb 

gš¿Yvj‡qi cȪ ÍvweZ wewa 13 

(9) Gi cwie‡Z© wb¤œ wjwLZ 

bZyb 13(9) I bZzb 13(11) 

cȪ Íve Ki‡Q| 

wewa 13 (9)cve©Z¨ PÆMÖv‡gi 

†Rjvmg~n nB‡Z Ab¨ †h †Kvb 

†Rjvq wU¤̂vi-Gi dvwY©Pvi ev 

wU¤v̂i RvZ `ªe¨ cwienb 

Kwi‡Z nB‡j mswkøó wkí 

gvwjK‡K wb‡¤œv³ kZ©vejx 

cvjb Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

K) wd«-jvB‡m‡Ýi AvIZvq 

AvnwiZ KvV ev eb wefvM 

KZ©„K wbjvg WvK nB‡Z 

msM„nxZ Kv‡Vi wPivB msµvšÍ 

cÖwµqvw` m¤úv`bc~e©K 

dvwY©Pvi ˆZqvi Kwiqv 

‡Pqvig¨vb, cve©Z¨ †Rjv 

cwil`-Gi wbKU nB‡Z wjwLZ 

AbygwZ MÖnb c~e©K mgZj 

†Rjvq cwienY Kiv hvB‡e| 

L) M„n ’̄vjx e¨env‡ii j‡ÿ¨ 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖv‡gi Af¨šÍ‡i 

wU¤v̂i Ges bb wU¤v̂iRvZ 

`ª‡e¨i dvwY©Pvi cwien‡Yi Rb¨ 

mswkøó ‡nWg¨vb-Gi cÖZ¨qb 

cÎ* mv‡c‡ÿ eb wefvMmn 

Ab¨ †Kvb KZ…©c‡ÿi c~e©vbygwZ 

e¨wZ‡i‡K cwienY Kiv 

hvB‡e|  

M) †gŠRv ’̄ Rwgi AšÍM©Z ebR 

`ªe¨ nB‡Z cȪ ‘ZK…Z KzwUi 

wk‡íi mvgMÖx, ewjø, Ges evuk, 

†eZmn Ab¨vb¨ bbwU¤v̂i 
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cwi‡ek I eb gš¿Yvj‡qi 

Lmov wewagvjv 

 

cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg AvÂwjK 

cwil‡`i  cȪ Ívebv 

 

bvMwiK mgv‡Ri cȪ Ívebv 

 

bvMwiK mgv‡Ri 

cȪ Ívebvi‡hŠw³KZv 

I gšÍe¨ 

RvZxq `ªe¨vw` M„n ’̄vjx Kv‡R 

e¨envi A_ev RxweKvi ZvwM‡` 

evRviRvZKi‡Yi Rb¨ cve©Z¨ 

PÆMÖv‡gi  Af¨šÍ‡i  cwienY 

Kiv hvB‡e| 

 bvB bvB  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bZzb wewai ms‡hvRb : 

wb¤œ wjwLZ cÖRvwZi e„ÿ 

AvniY I cwien‡bi ‡ÿ‡Î 

AÎ wewagvjvq AšÍ©f~³ 

weavbvejx cÖ‡hvR¨ nB‡e bv| 

1| mshy³ (M) 

 

 

 

 

 

miKvi KZ…©K 

msiwÿZ e‡b A_ev 

Ab¨vb¨ miKivx 

gvwjKvbvaxb Rwg‡Z 

†ivcbK…Z cÖRvwZi 

e„ÿ e¨vZxZ Ab¨vb¨ 

e„ÿvw` cwienb 

weavbvejxi 

AvIZvf~w³i †Kvb 

‡hŠw³KZv bvB| 

Zzjbvg~jK we‡`kx 

AvB‡bi D×…wZ 

(The Kerala 
Forest Produce 
Transit Rules 
1975, Rule- 
4(4)(a) 

wb¤œ wjwLZ GjvKv 

mg~n GB wewai 

AvIZvfy³ nB‡e 

bv| 
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mshyw³ M  

 

 

wb¤œ wjwLZ cÖRvwZi e„ÿ AvniY I cwien‡bi ‡ÿ‡Î AÎ wewagvjvq AšÍ©f~³ weavbvejx cÖ‡hvR¨ nB‡e bv| 

 
 

µwgK bs ’̄vbxq bvg ‰eÁvwbK bvg 
1.  KvuVvj 

Atrocarpus heterophyllus 
2.  ‡ZZzj 

Tamarindus indica 
3.  Avg 

Mangifera indica 
4.  AvgjKx 

Phyllanthus embelica 
5.  Wzgyi 

Ficus semicordata 
6.  DjU K¤̂j 

Abroma augusta 
7.  L‡qi 

Acacia catechu 
8.  AvKvkgwY 

Acacia moniliformis 
9.  mycvix 

Areca catechu 
10.  eb mycvix 

Areca triandra 
11.  cjvk 

Butea monosperma 
12.  jvj cjvk 

Butea parviflora 
13.  ivavP~ov 

Caesalpinia pulcherrina 
14.  wkg~j 

Salmalia insigne 
15.  D`vj 

Sterculia villosa 
16.  imKvD 

Carallia brachiata 
17.  A‡kvK 

Saraca indica 
18.  eZ©v 

Atocarpus lakoocha 
19.  ‡mvbvjy 

Cassia fistula 
20.  eb ‡mvbvjy 

Cassia nodosa 
21.  nwiYv 

Vitex glabrata 
22.  ‡RvM¨ Wzgyi 

Ficus racemosa 
23.  wkjfv`x 

Garuga pinnata 
24.  KvUvjvj evUbv 

Castanopsis armata 
25.  My&bWªB 

Cinnamomum cecidodaphna 
26.  Mve 

Diospyros peregrina 
27.  KzKziwPZv 

Litsea sebifera 
28.  ‡gnMwb 

Swietenia mahagoni 
29.  QvjgyMiv 

Gynocardia odorata 
30.  evU&bv 

Quercus acuminata 
31.  Kv‡jv KiB 

Albizia lebbeck 
32.  ejvk 

Sapium baccatum 
33.  Mvgvi 

Gmelina arborea 
34.  Avkvi 

Pterospermum semisagitatum 
35.  gym 

Pterospermum acerifolium 
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36.  eynvj 

Cordia dichotoma 
37.  myZv †Mvjv 

Vatica lanceofolia 
38.  wPKivwk 

Chickrassia tabularis 
39.  eigvjv 

Callicarpa arbores 
40.  Kzg 

Adina sessilifolia 
41.  ‡kIov 

Streblus asper 
42.  XvwKRvg 

Syzygium grande 
43.  Kv‡jvRvg 

Syzygium cumini 
44.  nwiZKx 

Terminalia chebula 
45.  KbK 

Sehima wallichii 
46.  D`vj 

Sterculia villosa 
47.  PvjZv 

Dillenia indica 
48.  nviMvRv 

Dillenia pentagyna 
49.  evejv 

Acacia nilotica 
50.  ‡ej 

Aegle marmel 
51.  KoB 

Albizzia procera 
52.  wejvZx wkwil 

Albizzia richardiana 
53.  Pxbv wkwil 

Albizzia chinensis 
54.  QvwZg 

Alstonia scholaris 
55.  ivR A‡kvK 

Amherstia nobilis 
56.  KvRyev`vg 

Anacardium occidentale 
57.  ‡bvbvAvZv 

Anona reticulata 
58.  AvZv 

Anona squamosa 
59.  K`g 

Anthocephalus chinensis 
60.  wPbvev`vg 

Arachis hypogaea 
61.  ebRvg 

Ardisia solanacea 
62.  Pvcvwjm 

Atrocarpus chaplasha 
63.  ‡WDqv 

Atrocarpus lakoocha 
64.  KvbÍv evuk 

Bambusa arundinacea 
65.  evjyK evuk 

B. balcooa 
66.  Iiv evuk 

B. vulgaris 
67.  eb evuk 

B. longispiculata 
68.  wcQwj evuk 

B. nutans 
69.  cvরু qv evuk 

B. polymorpha 
70.  dvরু qv evuk 

B. terea 
71.  Zjøv evuk 

B. tulda 
72.  wnRj 

Barringtonia acutangula 
73.  i³Kvb&Pb 

Bauhiniapurpurea 
74.  jUKb 

Bixa orellana 
75.  DwoAvg (†gwi) 

Buea burmanica 
76.  myjZvbPvcv 

Calophyllum inopyllum 
77.  Kvg‡`e 

Calophyllum polyanthum 
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78.  eo AvK›` 

Calotropis gigantea 
79.  ‡QvU AvK›` 

Calotropis procera 
80.  ‡mvbvgyLx 

Cassia angustifolia 
81.  ev›`i jvwV (‡mvbvjy) 

Cassia fistula 
82.  jvj ‡mvbvjy 

Cassia nodosa 
83.  eo Kvj‡Kmy›`v 

Cassia occidentalis 
84.  ‡QvU Kvj‡Kmy›`v 

Cassia sophera 
85.  wnRj 

Barringtonia acutangula 
86.  cjvk 

Butea monosperma 
87.  SvD 

Casuarina littorea 
88. KzBbvBb 

Cinchona officinalis 
89.  Kc~©i 

Cinnamomum camphora 
90.  ‡ZR 

Cinnamomum cassia 
91.  bvwi‡Kj 

Cocos nucifera 
92.  g`bg Í̄ 

Dehaasta kurzii 
93.  K…lœPzov 

Delonix regia 
94.  PvjZv 

Dillenia indica 
95.  AvRyjx 

Dillenia pentagyna 
96.  Zgvj 

Diospyros cordifolia 
97.  wejvZx Mve 

Diospyros philippensis 
98.  ‡Zjïi 

Drimycarpus racemosus 
99.  ev›`iûjv 

Duabanga grandiflora 
100.  RjcvB 

Olea europea 
101.  gv`vi 

Erythrina indica 
102.  BDK¨vwjcUvm 

Eucalyptus citriodora 
103.  wRIjfvw` 

Garuga pinnata 
104.  K`‡ej 

Feronia limonia 
105.  eU 

Ficus benghalensis 
106.  cvKzi 

Ficus comosa 
107.  Ak¦_ 

Ficus religiosa 
108.  Mvgvix 

Gmelina arborea 
109.  ivevi 

Hevea brasiliensis 
110.  Rviæj 

Lagesstroemia macrocarpa 
111.  gn~qv 

Madhuca indica 
112.  Dwo Avg 

Mangifera longipes 
113.  m‡d`v 

Manilkara achras 
114.  bv‡Mk¦i 

Mesua nagassarium 
115.  P¤úv 

Michelia champaca 
116.  AvKvkgwb 

Acacis auriculiformis 
117.  mwRbv 

Moringa oleifera 
118.  ‡cqviv 

Psidium guajava 
119.  KbKPvucv 

Pterospermum acerifolium 
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120.  ‡gnMwb 

Swietenia mahagoni 
121.  ewURvg 

Syzygium nodiflora 
122.  bvwjRvg 

Syzygium cerasoideum 
123.  Kv‡jvRvg 

Syzygium claviflorum 
124.  cvwbqvRvg 

Syzygium cuminii 
125.  Lyw`Rvg 

Syzygium fruticosum 
126.  pvKxRvg 

Syzygium grandis 
127.  ‡MvjvcRvg 

Syzygiumjanbos 
128.  AR©yb 

Terminalia arjuna 
129.  e‡nov 

Terminalia belerica 
130.  KvVev`vg 

Terminalia catappa 
131.  nwiZwK 

Terminalia chebula 
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