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] Prefatory Remarks

not been retold in English. And so I undertook to initiate a process
that has lain inert for more than a hundred years. A well-planned
methodology has been followed in retelling these tales. A story
collected from a particular teller has been compared and verified -
with other oral versions, as well as some written specimens
when available. In certain cases, as many as six oral versions
were compared to repair discrepancies and avoid inconsistent
interpolations that disrupted the natural flow of the story line.
Besides, a complete list of Chakma words and phrases
collected in course of my work on the Chakma language has
proved very effective in attempts at reproducing in a target '
language the essence of the jummo idiom. These stories have
ceased to interest most Chakmas living in the cities; even in the ,
interiors where the jummo lifestyle will perhaps continue |
maximally through a decade or so, these stories occasionally do -
come alive after sunset, as aged kadhagis and grandmothers try |
to recall the tales that gave them great delight when they were
children. The Chakma and Tangchangya gengulis have already
become museum pieces while kadhagis and storytelling
grandmothers have begun to tread the same path. Naturally, I
came across many unwilling storytellers who, owing to the lack
of storytelling sessions, have silently chosen to ignore their
natural talent. It was only after much persuasion that some of
them agreed to tell me a few tales from the vast store of their
oral inheritance. it _ W
Most importantly, my numerous sojourns with the Chakmas
and the Tangchangyas settled across the extreme eastern p
the subcontinent, most particularly in the jummo villages unde
CADC, Mizoram, the Pecharthal-Konpui belt of North Tri
and the Devipur-Ratanpur areas of South Tripura, have h
me considerably in understanding their mode of life, thei
of conversion, their food habits, their attitude to life, ¢
likes and dislikes. And these experiences I have tried to
in course of retelling the Chakma folktales. i
Before we try to discover the principal ingredients of
folktales, it would be worth considering the elemen
to all folktales. Similarities among the folkt

peoples are explained in terms of the co flic
polygenesis and historical-geographical dif

) _l.!fn .
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Prefatory Remarks 9

account intends not to initiate a discussion on the common motifs
of all folktales but to briefly introduce the readers to the types of
and the motifs in Chakma folktales. To begin with, all folktales
have these characteristics: ik

1. Stories are simple and straightforward. The typical

beginning is ‘Once upon a time...” while the ending is
mostly ‘And they lived happily ever after.’

Characters are flat or uni-dimensional, and typical
characters include the dupe, the trickster, the wicked
stepmother who maltreats her stepdaughter, the innocent
who suffers silently, the virtuous who is ultimately
rewarded, the villain who is finally punished, and so on.

3. Characters interact with human as well as superhuman
personalities and perform acts whose consequences the
entire humankind bears. The acts involve confrontation
with gods, monsters, and oversized or undersized creatures.

4. Human characters undergo transformation into animals
and vice-versa. ,

5. Animals talk and behave like human beings, and provide
a light on human nature.

6. The power of magic, both beneficial and malevolent, is
strongly felt. The simplest of magic devices include the
use of charms, uttering of incantations, and the occurrence
of the magic numbers ‘three’ and ‘seven.’

7. Emphasis on dreams and visions in changing the course
of human destiny.

As already remarked, these motifs will be found in the
folktales of every community. Beyond these are the distinct
cultural elements, which make a familiar tale sound unfamiliar
or novel in different cultural context. To be precise, there are
distinct elements of Chakma culture in Chakma folktales. Some
of these are:

1. Human characters have a distinct jummo background and
their principal occupation is shifting cultivation. Other
vocations such as weaving and textiles are also pursued
but rarely at the expense of juming. Human activities in the
jum inspire animals to imitate the jummo way of life (‘(How
Animals failed to become Jum Cultivators,” p.79-84).
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16 - Chakma Folk Tales

’

the centre. He looked at the land mass and knew at once

that while he was absorbed in deep meditation, Kangara the

~ crab had toiled and toiled ceaselessly under the water, digging
~up with his claws the clay from the roots of the tree and

slowly piling it in little mounds around the trunk to make
this wonderful specimen of expertise.

Then Gozen set to work. He made another sea. He placed
this séa upside down and high above the reach of the land
and the sea below, and called it Agaz the sky. In this sky-sea,
He put afloat a boat. Then Gozen made Bel out of the heat of
His body. And He made Cha-n from’the calm light of His
eyes. Having thus made Chan and Bel, Gozen called them
brothers, and He assigned to them the duty of acting as the
custodians of light, saying, ‘Go forth and illuminate the
world.” Everyday, Bel the-great ball would traverse the sky
from the east to the west everyday and dispel the darkness
thatenveloped the world. Chan would also do the same work

but only after the tired Bel rested in the evening
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