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GAZETTEER

OF THE

CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS
_ DISTRICT.

CHAPTER L

——

PHYSICAL ASPECTS.

Tae District of the Hill Tracts of Chittagong, which forms the GevEraL
south-eastern portion of the Chittagong Division, is situated PESCRIFTION
between 21° 25’ and 23° 45' north latitude, and between 91° 45

snd 92° 50" east longitude. It containsa total area of 5,138

square miles ; the principal civil station is Rangamati, situated

in 22° 39’ north latitude and 92° 12’ east longitude, and the total

populalion as ascertained by the census of 1901 is 124,762 souls.

The name of the Hill Tracts of Chittagong was given to the Oricix o
District in the year 1860 when by Act XXI[ of that year the hilly NAME.
and forest tracts to the east of the Chittagong District were with-
drawn from the jurisdiction of the civil, criminal, and revenue
courts and offices of the Regulation District, and placed under the
control of a Superintendent of the Hill Tribes. .

The general aspect of the District is a mass of hill, ravine, General
and cliff, covered with dense bamboo, tree and creeper jungle, outline.
The mountains are steep and difficult of ascent, -they rise in
tapering masses and are very narrow at the ridge. The elongated
summits of the range fall away at the two extremities, and it is
only bere and there along the ranges that there is any material
difference in the height. The highest hills are Keokradong, 4,034
feet to the east of the District, and Pyramid Hill, 3,016 feet in
the same quarter. '

The valleys are covered for the most part with dense virgin
forest, interspersed with small water-courses and swamps of all
sizes and description, and so erratic in their configuration as to
render any general description impossible ; they are slowly yield-
ing to the advance of civilisation and by clearance and drainage,
ere being converted into rich arable land capable of producing
food and other grains in abundance.

The District is divided into four main valleys, formed by its Natural
four principal rivers—the Pheni, Karnaphuli, Sangu and Matamari divisions.
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aud their tributaries—and is marked by chains of hills which
traverse it from end to end, running from the north-west to the
gouth-east. The Sangu and Matamuri rivers, until they enter the
plains, run parallel to the ranges, thus forming two well defined’
valleys. The Karnaphuli and Pheni flow transversely across the
main lines of the hills, and several valleys are formed by the large
tributaries of the Karbaphuli entering it at right angles to its
course. :

The District is bounded on the north by the State of Hill
Tippera; on the west by the Chittagong District ; on the south
by Arekan; and on the east by the Arakan Hill Tracts of Burma

‘and the Lushai Hills District.

The scenery throughout the District is very picturesque,
the mixture of hill and valley, densely covered with forest and
luzurious vegetation, yields the most beautiful and varied effects
of light and shade. To be viewed at the best it should be seen
from the summits of the maia ranges, where the apparently
boundless sea of forest is grand in the extreme. The cultivated

* areas of the valleys, dotted here and there, appear as islands,

RIvERS.

carpeted with emerald green, cloth of gold, or sober brown accord-
ing to the season of the year. The rivers slowly meandering on
their way to the sea, now shimmering like liquid gold, and again
reflecting in heavy dark shadows every object within reach, all
combine to make a picture not easily forgotten.

The river Karnaphuli known to the hill people as Kynsa
Khyong derives its name from the Sanskrit * Karna” ear and
“ phuli” flower, literally the ear flower or earring. The daughter
of a Muhammadan Wazir of Chittagong during the Moghal rule
is credited with dropping her earring into the river while out on
a pleasure trip. The river rises in the hills to the north of
Lungleh in the subdivision of the Lushai Hills District and has a
length of 170 miles. After a most torbuous course through ‘the
hills, the river emerges into the plains of Chittagong at Chand-

* raghona, "and, flowing past Chittagong, falls into the Bay of

Bengal. The scenery from the source of the river to Demagiri
in the Lushai Hills District is grand. The river winds in and
out between lofty mountains covered with dense forest to the
water’s edge, through precipitous rocky gorges of sandstone, over
rapids and falls, with here and there big deep pools whose dark
and silent waters teem with every variety of fish. It enters the
Chittagong Hill Tracts four miles below Demagiri, and the scenery
becomes for the most part dull and upinteresting as it flows
between steep and abrupt banksYcomposed of a schistose clay, its
sides covered with tall elephait/grass which effectually prevents
any view of the surrounding country. At Barkal the scene
changes to ove of great grandeur. High cliffs fower on the left
back, the river bresks ap into chapnels flowing between forest
covered islands, and then opening out into a big pool, dashes
down a long stretch of rapids, between huge boulders, the bubbling
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waves breaking through the rocks with the fitfal roar of a surf-
beat shore, The next point of interest is a gorge ten miles above
Rangamati; here the river flows between dark cliffs of a brown
vitreous rock, patched and mottled with lichens and mosses of
varioun colours, towering up on either hand ; while occasionally ou
the right or left, shoots back a dark gorge of impenetrable jungle,
Between this point and Chandraghona the scenery is sgain dull.
Just before the river finally leaves the hills and debouches into
the plains the scenery is exceedingly pretty and most refreshing
to those used to the dead level monotony of the scenery of
Eastern Bengal, The important tributaries of the Karnaphuli
are the Kaptai, Rhainkbyong, Subhalong and Thega on the left,
and Chengri, Kasalong and Harina on the right banks. Although
these rivers are of considerable depth during the rains, the rapid-
ity and violence of their currents and their sharp turns and
whirling eddies, render them unnavigable by large craft, but
A large trade is carried oo, both up and down stream, during
the rest of the year. The Pheni river, which forms the northern
boundary of the Hill Tracts, leaves the District at Ramghar,
and during its course through the hills is of little importance
for purposes of navigation.

The Sangu river is in the south of the district; the upper
reaches are known to the Maghs as Sabok Khyong, and near
Bandarban as Rigray Khyong, giving the name to the sept to
which the Bohmong or ruling family belougs. In the plains it is
known as the Sangu which iz a corruption of ¢ Sankha ” a shell,

The Matamuri river or Moree Khyong is south of the Sangu;’
it is extremely shallow and of little importance. Captain Lewin
thus describes the scenery on the Twine Khyong, a tributary of
this river :—* The stream ran briskly in a narrow pebbly bed
between banks that rose nearly perpendicularly, and so high that
the sun only came down to us by glints here and there. Enor-
mous tree ferns hung over our heads some fifty feet up, while the
straight stems of the Garjan tree shot up without a branch like
white pillars in a temple ; plantains, with their broad drooping
fronds of transparent emerald, broke at intervals the dark green
wall of jungle that towered up in the background, and from some
gnarled old forest giant here and there, the long curving creepers
threw across the stream a hridge of nature’s own making.
Sometimes we came upon a recess in the bank of verdure which
rose on either hand; and them the tinkling of & cascade would
be heard behind the veil, its entry into the stream being marked
by a great grey heap of rounded rocks and boulders, tossed about
in & way that showed with what a sweep the water comes down
in the rains, . .

“ Scarlet dragon flies and butterflies of purple, gold, and azure,
flitted like jewels across our path; while silvery fish streaked
leit‘t: dark blue bands, flew up the stream before us like flashes of

ig . t‘l’ .
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There are two small lakes, the Bogakine snd Rhain-
khyongkine. In shape the Bogakine isa parallelogram and of
such exactness that one could almost believe it was the work of
human bands. Itis situated tothe east of the police post of
Ruma on the Sangu river, and is at a considerable elevation and
of great depth. A curious trait of this piece of water is that
though quite fit for drinking purposes, no fish can live in it nor
is there any weed growth. The lake is much venerated by the
hill people of the neighbourhood who yearly offer sacrifice to
propitiate the spirit of the water. The Rhainkhyongkine is on
the watershed of that river ; it is abouta mile in leogth and a
quarter of a mile in breadth ; it is well stocked with fish.

The District has not been geologically surveyed, but as far
as it is known the formation resembles that of the Arakan Yoma

" and consists chiefly of sandstone belonging to the older Eocene of

the Tertiary period. The newer alluvial deposits consist of coarse
ghale at the base of the hills, sandy clay and sand along the course
of the rivers, and fine silt consolidating into elay in the flatter
parts of the river plains. Both lignite and coal have heen found
and specimens have been analysed in the offica of the Superin-
tendeut of the Geological Survey of India. The proportion of ash
is, however, too large to hold out anv prospect of profit. A
specimen of brown ecoal gave om analysis 36-5 per cent carbon,
38 per cent volatile matter, and 255 per cent ash. One specimen
of liguite yielded 259 per cent carbon, 358 per cent volatile matter,
and 38-3 per cent ash.. The streams where lignites have been found
are the Sangu, Matamauri, Pheni and Chengri.

" Limestone has been found in two places, but on account of
its inferior description has proved unprofitable, Sandstone exists
in abundance, as also a hard description of blue rock, but this is
only found in limited quantities among the sandstone. The harder
sandstone and rock are being worked for the extensive river revet-
ment work in progress at Chittagong in connection with the
improvement of the Port. Salt licks are common, the best known
are at Bhangamura and Ramghar in the north, No metals are
known fo exist; but certain indications may betoken the presence
of petrolenm.

The hills are covered with Laurinee, Dipterocarpee, Eubiacice,
Terrestruemiacece, Euphorbiacee and Leguminose; a list of
the principal trees will be found when dealing with the forests.
The large number of varieties of bamboos is striking, and they

- inclode Bambusn tulde, vulgaris, arundinacea and auriculata,

as well as Melocanna bambusoides, Teinostachyum dulloa and
others. Canes of various species, Kurnj pat (Licuala peltata)and
a coarse thatching grass kcown as Sunn (Saccharum eylindricum)
are common products. Orchids and ferns grow everywhere in
great variety and profusion.

Elephants exist in great numbers, and formerly a considerable
portion of the Government supply of these animals was derived
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from the forests in the north of the District. Similar herds exis
in the south and their depredations sre a serious bar to the spreat
of plough cultivation. Since the withdrawal of the Keddah De-
partment from Dacca to Burma no Government keddah operations
bave been undertaken, and the existing conditions for license to
capture elephants by private enterprise are too onerous to allow of
any attempt being made to rid the District of the superfluous
pumber of elephants. The two-horned variety of rhinoceros
(Rhinoceros sumatrensis) is to be met with in the valleys of the
Thega and Kacsalong rivers.

Gyal or methan (Bos frontalis) are still fairly plentiful.
Buffalo (Bos bubalus) thongh rare are found in the upper reaches
of the Pheni, Chengri, Miani and Kasalong rivers. Sambar
(Cervus umicolor), serow or Himalayan goat (Nemorhadus)
bubalinus) and the rib-faced or barking deer (Cervulus muntjac)
are found throughout the District. Wild pig (Sus eristatus) are
common everywhere, The tiger (Felis tigris), leopard (Felis
pardus), black leopard; clouded leopard (Felis nebulosa), Hima-
layan black bear (Ursus torquatus), sloth bear (Melursus labi-
atus), Malay bear (U'rsus malaynus) and a variety of eats includ-
ing the polden cat (Felis femmincki), leopard cat (Felis
bengalensis), marbled cat (Felis marmorata), jungle eat (Felis
chaus), fishing cat (Felis viverrina), Binturong (Arctictis bintu-
rong), Indian civet (Fiverra eibetha), palm civet (Viverra
paradorurus), Linsang (Viverra linsanga), mongoose (Herpestes)
and hare (Lepus ruficaudatus) are also found.

The monkey tribe is strongly represented by the Huluk or
white browed gibbon (Hylobates hoolock), Himalayan monkey
(Macacus assamensis), brown stumped monkey (Macacus arctoi-
des), Himalayan langur (Semwopithus schistacens), ecapped
monkey (Semnopithecus pileatus) and Lemur. The Indian wild
dog (Canis sumatrenais) is a great scourge and levies heavy toll
on all game. Among the smaller animals are found the jackal,
(Canis aurcus), fox (Vulpes bemgalensis), armadillo (Manis
jooantica), grey and bay bamboo rat (Rhizomys sumatrensis,
Rlizomys badius), field rat (Mus budaya), muskrat, house rat
(Mus musculus), large dark brown squirrel (Scirrus indicus),
red squirrel, flying squirrel, otter (Lutra ellioti), flying fox, bats,
and mice.

There is a great variety of bird life, but song birds are not go
numerous as those of more brilliant plumage. The game birds of
the district are jungle fowl, Kalij pheasant, Polipectrum, hill part-
ridge, swamp partridge, bush-quail, bluebreasted quail, Hodgson’s
imperial pigeon and the pin-tailed green pigeon. The migratory
game birds are enipe, a few woodcock, and teal. The predatory
birds are vultures, Peregrine falcon, Shalin falcon, hawks,
kites, oals and carrion crow, while the birds are reprecented by
the Lorobill, kingfisher, woodpecker, parrot, maina, magpie, jay,
thrush, babbler, bulbul, oriole, finch, minivet, pitta, dove,
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drongo, shrike, and swift. All these birds have different varieties,
and in some cases the family is very numerous, especially in the
case of the bulbul, babbler and thrush, Other birds are the barbet,
weaver bird, hawk cuckoo or “brain fever bird,” copper smith,
dhayal, flycatcher, hoopoe, koel, night jar, nutmeg bird, peko,
robin, sibia, sparrow, purple honeysucker, wagtail, cotton teal,
whistling teal, paddy bird and bogla.

There are fourteen poisonous varieties of snakes, of which the
king cobra (Naia bungarus) runs to twelve feet in length. The

_.cobra (Naia tripudians), northern hill krait (Bungarus

bungaroides), banded krait (Bungarus fasciatus), common
krait (Bungarus candidus), coral snake (Callopius macclellan-
dii), slender coral snake (Callopius trimaculatus), small spotted
coral snake (Callopius maculiceps), large spotted viper (Lachesis
marticola), Gray's viper (Lachesis purpureo maculatus), Formo-
san_viper (Lachesis mucrosquamatus), Jerdon’s viper (Lachesis
Jjerdonit), green viper (Lachesis gramineus) and Russell’s viper
(Vipera russellii). Casualties from snake-bite are fortunately
quite a rare occurrence. The harmless snakes abound in great
variety, and fine specimens of rat and rock snakes are to be
obtained, while pythons over twenty feet in length can be secured.

Both Garial gangeticus and Crocodilus porosus are to be
found in the lower reaches of the rivers; fortunately the latter are
not common, and no loss of human-life is attributed to them. The
Goashap or Iguana lizard grows to a large size; the flesh is highly
prized as an article of diet by the hillmen as also that of the river
turtle and land tortoise. The smaller lizards as the Chameleon,
the Gekko, the Bamini and the house lizard are found everywhere.

Beautiful butterflies from the most modest to the most
gorgeous colouring, curious insects, weird beetles of every shape
and colour, wonderful moths, specially the varieties of hawk moth,
abound ; while the other side of the picture, scorpions, large and
poisonous centipedes, hideous spiders, vicious mosquitoes, madden-
ing sand flies with several varieties of other flies, all of which have

. excellent powers for causing the greatest discomfort and anunoyaunce

to man and beast, make up a variety of insect life that would
require a lifetime to do justice to in the matter of deseription,
There are no fishing villages in the District, and noune of the
people live solely by fishing. The rivers however contain an
abundance of fish and large numbers of Domes, a low caste of the
plains, resort in the cold weather to the rivers as professional
fishermen, The fish caught are disposed of locally and there is no
fish-curing carried on in the District. The principal methods of
catching fish are by cast net, drag net, rod and night lines. While
during the rains several varieties of wicker and bamboo traps are
set to snare fish in the rivers and streams. The principal fish
caught in the rivers are mahseer (Barbus tor), Robu (Labeo ro-
hita), Kalabans (Labeo calbasw), Mirgha (Cirrhina mrigala),
white carp (Cirrhina cirrhosa), Catla (Catla buchanani), Bawal
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(Wallago attu), Goonch (Bagarius yarrelli), Chital (XNotopterous
chitala), Butchwa (Pseudentropius garua), Beckti ( Lafes calcara-
Jer), Chilwa (Aspidoparia morar), besides numerous fry of sorts.
The dolphin (Platanista gangetica) is most destructive to fish, as
also to the nets of the fishermen which are seldom strong enough
tobold them, should they be caught. Eels, prawns, and fresh water
turtle are also caught in considerable numbers.

The climate bas an evil reputation, but this has been exag- CLiMATE.
gerated. When the District was first occupied in the early sixties, '
and before there had been any clearance of jungle or opening out
of the country by cultivation, the climate was doubtless exceed--
ingly deadly, but matters have improved very much since then,
snd the climate now compares favourably with that of the Eastern
Bengal Districts. The valleys are undoubtedly very unhealthy at
certain seasons of the year and malaria is prevalent.

The maximum and minimum temperature in the shade vary rempersture
between 90° and 50°, but the escessive moisture renders the heat and rainfall.
particularly trying and exhausting, especially to Evropeans. The
rainfall commences early in the bot weather, is very heavy and
averages 94:27 inches at Rangamati.

The prevalent wind during the rains and hot season is from wings.
the south-west. In the cold season the wind generally comes
from the north. Atthe commencement and breaking up of the
rains, violent storms of thunder and lightning occur.
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CHAPTER II

HISTORY.

Prenwsrortc THE Chittagong Hill Tracts were originally occupied by the

PEOPLES.

Present
inhabitanta.

EARLY
HISTORY.

different tribes belonging to the Kuki group. They yielded to
and were driven to the north-east by the invasion of the Chukmas
who had gained a settlement in the southern portion of the
District of Chittagong, but who, in the time of the Burmese wars,
were ousted by the Maghs from Arakan and forced to enter the
Hill Tracts. They finally settled in the central and north-eastern
portions of them, while their former possessions were absorbed by
the Maghs.

The District is at the present day inhabited by a variety of
tribes, each speaking its own distinct dialect. The three principal
tribes are Chakmas, Maghs and Tippera ; in addition there are Mro,
Kukj, Khyengs and Pankhos all Torming the Kuki group of the
imbitaﬁlsz‘(;f the Disfrict. =

e earliest record of our dealiogs with the people of the
Hill Tracts isa letter from the Chief of Chittagong to Warren
Hastings, the, Governor-General, dated 10th April 1777, in which
he states that * a mountaineer named Ronu Khan who pays the
Company a small revenue on their cotton farm has, since my
being here, either through ill usage from the revenue farmer, or
from a disposition to revolt, for some months past committed
great violence on the Company’s landholders, by exacting various
taxes and imposing several claims on them, with no'grounds of
authority or legal demands.” A second report states that Ronu
Khan has called to his aid ¢ large bodies of Kukimen, who live
far in the interior parts of the hills, who bave not the use of fire
arms and who go unclothed.” This rising was met by not allow-
ing the hill people to have access to the markets in the neighbour-
ing British District of Chittagong; but the Kukis still continued
trouklesome, and in November 1777 the Chief of Chittagong ordered
Captain Ellesker commanding the Twenty-second battalion of sepoys
to send some men for the protection of the inhabitants against
the Kukis. In 1784 Government wrote to Mr. Irwin, the Chief of
Chittagong, desiring to bave his opinion fully, whether, by lenient
measures, the inhabitants of the hills might not be induced to
become peaceable subjects and cultivators of the lowlands. No
practical result followed thisinquiry, and in 1829 Mr. Halbed, the
Commissioner, stated that the hill tribes were not British subjects,
but merely tributaries, and that he recognised no right on our
part to interfere with their internal arrangements, The near
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neighbourbood of a powerful and stable Government naturally
brought the Chiefs by degrees under our influence, and by the end
of the eighteenth century every leading Chief paid to thebChittagong
Collector a certain tribute or_vearly gilt, to purchase the privilege
of free trade Befwggniheinbabitzéﬁjf tbe"hilb‘nndtﬁ‘eTn’éﬁ%?
the plaing. These sums were at first fluctuating in &mount, bat
gradually were brought to specified and fixed limits, eventually
taking the shape, not of tribute, but of revenue paid to the
State. A
The hill tribes living within the country, which now forms Raids.
the Chittagong Hill Tracts, had constantly been subject to raids
from the independent tribes living further eastward; and in
consequence of an attack on a stockade situated on the Kaptai
river, a tributary of the Karnaphuli, the Commissioner in 1859
recommended the removal of the Hill Tracts from the Regulation
District, and the appointment of a Superintendent over the hill
tribes. Both these recommendations were adopted and by Act
XXITI of 1860, which came into operation on the 1st of Angust of
at year, the Hill Tracts were separated from the Regulation
District ; ard in July of the same year an officer with the title of
Superintendent of the hill tribes was appointed. In Japaary
1860 a murderous raid was made by Kukis on the District of
Tippera and 186 British subjects were murdered, and nearly 100
taken prisoners. The guilt of this outrage was clearly brooght
home to the tribes living to the north-east of the Hill Tracts ; and
in January 1861 a military force was assembled at Barkal, on the
Karnaphuli river 26 miles above Rangamati, and on the 27th of
January a select force of 230 sepoys in light marching order with
450 coolies who carried provisions left Barkal under Captain
Raban. The village was difficult of access and the troops after
marching for six days over a succession of hills, low spurs, and
strearos, reached it on the 1st of February, The Kukis, according
to custom, removed all valuable property, set fire to the village and
retired, preferring ambuscades and surprises to regular open fight-
ing. The destruction of about fifteen hundred mauunds of rice
was the only retributive injury inflicted op the enemy. The
expedition baving accomplished all that was practicable returned to
Barkal. Negotiations followed for the pacification of the country,
and in October 1861 Rattanpuiya, an influential Kuki Chief,
tendered his submission. During the two following years there
was peace io the Hill Tracts, but onthe 15th and 19th of January
1864 a band of Shepdns attacked two villages, killed five persons
and carried away twenty-three men, women and children into
slavery.
In the month of April of the rame year a band of the same
tribe attacked a body of twenty-six Bengali wood-cutters, shot five
and captured nine others. They then attacked a Magh village
and out of fifty-six inhabitants, killed six and took thirty prisoners,
Io the year 1865-66 the Shendus again made Lwo raids on the

C




10 CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS.

Hill Tracts. On the first occasion they took six captiveys, and on
the second more than twenty persons were carried off. In the
year 1866 a more serious outrage was committed by the Haulong
clan of Lushais. The raid occurred on the 6th July when they
attacked and cut up three Banjogi villages in the Sangu valley.
A detachment of the same party penetrated into our territory as
far as the Kaptai river and destroyed a Magh village ; four men
were killed and eight carried away as captives. This raid is
remarkable as having taken place during the rains when the
Kukis are generally busily engaged in agricultural pursuits, and
when the unhealthiness of the season and the difficulties of
travelling offer almost insuperable obstacles to an expedition. On
the 12th January the Haulong clan again violated the Bohmong’s
territory, and attacked some Magh villages; eleven persons were
killed and thirty-five carried into slavery. No raid took place
during 1861, but in January 1869 an attack was' made on the
police post of Chema on the Sangu river ; the guard consisting of
ten men was defeated and the post destroyed. Seven men were
killed and the women and children of the whole guard carried into
captivity. A second but less serious raid was made on a Mrung
village. On the morning of the 19th July 1870 a Magh village
situated within half an hour's walk of the post of Chema, which
had been rebuilt, was attacked by a body of forty or fifty Kukis
and four men and six children were carried off.

Another raid was committed in December of the same year
on avillage on the Sangu river half way between Chema and
Pyndu, in which two men were killed and one taken away captive:
There was mno raid in 1871, but in January 1872 & party of
Shendus surprised the frontier post at Pyndu. The enterprise
was vigorously undertaken and some of the raiders effected an
entrance into the stockade, but they were soon driven out and put
to flight with considerable loss. Our ally Rattanpuiya in the
meanwhile was wiped out by the Haulongs, and in 1870-71 the
same clan perpetrated a series of raids of an unusually aggravated
character, in the course of which the lives of several European tea
planters were sacrificed, and theTittle nine-year-old daughter of
one of them, named Mary Winchester, together with many native
subjects, were carried away captive by the raiders. These outrages
determined the Government to undertake effective reprisals. Two
military columns entered the Lushai country simultaneously ; one
from Cachar under General Bouchier, the other from Chittagong
under General Brownlow. The Cachar ecolumu consisted of 500 men
each from the 220d Punjab Infantry and 42nd and 44th Assam
Light Infantry, with half a mountain battery and a company of
Bengal Sappers and Miners, while the Chittagong column had the
27th Punjab Infantry, 2nd and 4th Gurkba Rides and half a moun-~
tain battery. Each of the columns was accompanied by a hundred
armed police. These columns experienced many hardships, and

were much reduced by sickness, but they met with little active
'
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resistance. Mary Winchester and several other captives were
surrendered to the Chittagong column. The expedition penetrated
88 far as the village of Lalbura, the son of Volonel, a noted Chief of
the Haulong tribe who dwelt in the North Lushai Hills.

The tribes tendered their submission and the columns were
withdrawn. After this lesson peace reigned for 18 years, but
in January 1888 three raids were committed at different points
on the frontier, the most serious being the massacre of Lientenant
Stewart and a survey party of which he was 10 command. This
unfortinate officer and a small escort of armed police were en-
gaged in survey operations and bad bivouacked for the night
in the forests. They were so near Rangamati that Lieutenant
Stewart imagined the party secure from any attack, and no pre-
cautions were taken to guard against the possibility of a surprise.
Unfortunately a hunting party of Pois were out and came on
the unguarded encampment, which they rushed and secured the
heads of the party. It subsequently transpired that Howsata,
the Poi Chief, was in treaty to marry one of the prin- -
cesses of the Tlang Tlang tribe, and a certain_pumber of

heads was W‘Qﬁjﬁm portign. Fate
decreed th come upon the unfortunate survey

party, and the temptation to secure the coveted trophies and win
great renown was too great to be resisted. In the same month
a party of Haulongs raided villages on the upper Chengri, killed
thirty-one and carried away eight women as captives. These
rajiders were evidently in fear of being overtaken and brought to
book, as contrary to their custom they did not cut off the heads
of the slain but contented themsélg;;mmﬂ;ﬂ s
MTa/nbw\knT?U pper Barma bad been annexed with the ﬁ?ﬂrﬂﬁt
these hills formed an enclave of head-hunting savages entirely
surrounded by British territory, and it was decided not only to
punish the raiders but to bring their country under permavent
control. In 1890 simultaneous military expeditions marched into
the Chin-Lushai Hills from Chittagong and Burms, and num-
bers of captives were recovered and permanent posts established.
In the following year the South Lushai Hills were formed
into a Bengal District under a Superintendent, but in 1892 hos-
tilities were renewed in the Hanlong country om the northern
frontier, and the co-operation of a column from Burma was
needed to reduce these chiefs to submission. Af the end of the year
expeditions were despatched simultaneously from Bengal and
Assam, and they were completely successful in restoring peace in
the Lushai country. " In September 1895 the South Lushai Hills
were formally annexed to Bengal, but at the end of the year
military operations were again necessary and an espedition was
despatched from Assam supported by columns of military police
from Bengal and Borma. These columns effected their object
and procured the final submission of the offending tribes. In
April 1898 the South Lushai District was transferred to Assam,
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The effect of these operations has been to restore peace in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts which are now secure from the raids which
harassed their people for over a century.

During the first few years after the cession of Chittagong
to the British in 1760 the attention of the executive authorities
appears to have been mainly directed to the administration of that
portion of the ceded territory which now forms the Regulation
District. The headmen of the hill tribes were allowed to retain
their authority, and our jurisdiction practically extended only

- to the collection of revenue from the hills in the shape taxon
the export of cotton. Even this revenue was not collected from

the hill tribes by Government officers but was farmed out to a
third party, who was meither the ruler of the tribes he repre-
gented, nor had any control over its members. By the end of
the eighteenth century the leading chiefs in the Hill Tracts so
faracknowledged the supremacy of the British Government, as

to pay tribute to the Chittagong Collector.
It was not. until the appointment of a Superintendent of

the Hill Tribes in 1860 that we begaun to interfere with the

administration of the Hill Tracts. Before 1860 the internal
government of the country, which now forms the Chittagong

* .Hill Tracts’ District, was in the hands of Mﬂl&h&&,bthe
Chakma Chief and the Bohmong, assisted by a number of snbor-

Adminisz-
tgative
divisions.

dinate village officials. These chiefs were and are still quite
independent of each other. Though nominally the northern sec-
fion belonged to the Chakma Chief, yet owing to the distances
there was no control over the people, and great inconvenience
was experienced by the absence of any head to whom reference
could be made when occasion arose. The most respectable
and substantial member was Maung Kioja Sain, an Arakanese
Magh who held zamindaris in the District of Chittagong. For
administrative reasons Kioja Sain was considerably aggrandised
by the authorities and he became Sarbarakar for a considerable
portion of the Hill Tracts and finally be was created a chief.
Originally the chiefs collected their revenue from the families of
their own clan irrespective of the place where they might reside;
gradually, however, as their power increased they collected from
other and weaker trjbes, till finally the extent of individual autho-
rity became represented by definite natural boundaries, Govern-
ment sanction was given in 1873 to a proposal to define the
boundaries within which each chief might collect his revenue ; but
it was not till 1884 that final effect was given to these proposals.

The original scheme proposed seven revenue circles s—

1. Headguarters subdivision under the Chakma Chief.

2. Headquarters snbdivision under the Mong Raja.

3. Headquarters khas mahal under the Deputy Commis-

sioner. . '
4, Saiigu subdivision khas mahal under the Assistaot Com=

missioner.
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5. Sangu subdivision Bandarban under the Bohmong.

6. Sangu subdivision Ruma circle under a member of the
Bohmong’s family. '

7. Sangu subdivision Matamuri circle under a member of
the Bohmong's family.

In 1884 the circles were cut down to five and the bouadaries
votified in the Calcutta Gazette of the 8th September 1880 were
brought into force :—

1. The Chakma Chief’s circle.

2. The Bohmoog circle.

3. The Mong Chief’s circle.

4, Sadar subdivision khas mahal.

5. Sangu subdivision khas mahal.

Experience proved the khas mahal to be a complete failure
as_an administrative_unit anmmw%
the district was finally divided into gour circles,

1, The Chakma circle including the tract hitherto known
a3 the Sadar subdivisional khas mahal, The circle occupies the
centre and mnorth of the District, and is mainly inhabited by
Chakmas. ‘

2. The Bohmong circle including the tract hitherto known
as the Sangu subdivisional khas mahal, The circle occupies
the southern portion of the District and is inhabited by Maghs
and Kuki tribes.

3. The Mong circle in the north-east and is peopled princi-
pally by Tipperas,

4. The several Government forest reserves.
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CHAPTER III.

THE PEOPLE,

TaE tribes that inbabit the Hill Tracts may be divided into those
of undoubted Arakanese origin as the Chakmas and Maghs, and
those of mixed origiu, in all probability the aboriginal inhabitants
of the country. They speak numerous and diversified dialects
and are _more or less savages. Under this head are included the
Tipperas and Kuki tribes. The Bengali of the plains divides the
inhabifants into two classes. Those able to understand the verna-
cular of Bengal are designated as Jumiyas, while the others are
distinguished as Kukis. The inhabitants of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts are, as a rule, short and of thick-set build, with distinct
Mongolian features. They have splendidly developed chests, arms
and legs due to the nature of their daily tasks and their physical
surroundings. The hairs on the face are generally pulled out by
the root as they appear, so that one seldom sees a billman_with
either a moustache or beard. The average man stands about five
feet s7x. The women are short and average five feet four in height.
According to the census of 1872 the Chittagong Hill Tracts
contained 296 villages, with a population of 63,054. The average
density of population was less than 9°16 per square mile, with 191
houses to the square mile. Classified according to sex the number
of males was 34,330 and females 28,724 ; the proportion of males
being 54-44 per cent. These figures are not Lrustworthy, as the re-
vesue of the chiefs was collected by a capitation tax, a portion of
which was paid to Government. It was therefore to the interest of
the chief to show a smaller population than was actually the case
in order to lessen the perceutage claimed for the capitation tax.
Later figures are more reliable, and the figures of the last
census may be taken as accarately representing the population of
the District, for wo pains were spared to secure accurate returns.

Census 1872 ... 63,054
, 1881 ... w 101,597
» 1891 ... v 107,286

o, 1901 ... . 124762

There are no towns and enly 296 villages, 211 of these have
a population of less than 500 and only one exceeds 2,000. Exclud-
ing the area of 1,383 square miles of uninhabited forest reserves,
the density is 33 ta the square mile, showing an increase during
the last decade of 16-29 per cent.
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The proportion of females to males is only 90 per cent in the
patural population, and owing to the number of bachelor immi-
grants only 83 per cent in the whole population.

- There is a small immigration from Chittagong, and a few
persons emigrate to Hill Tippera.

The civil condition of a thousand males is—unmarried 518,
married 443, widowed 39, while of a corresponding number of
females 494 are unmarried, 434 married and 72 widowed. The
bulk of the population of the District is divided between the Chak-
ma, Magh, Tippera and Mro tribes,

Tribe. Males, Females. Total,
Chakma vo 23,526 20,803 44329
Magh .. 15,098 16,808 31,908
Tippera 12,452 10,289 23,241
Mro .. - 5,383 5,157 10,540
Kuki ... 841 714 1,615
Kumi ... - 761 708 1,459
Khyengs o 206 210 416
Banjogi v 347 349 696
Pankho 76 €8 144

Total 58,690 55,766 114,456

The above figures show that the tribes form nine-tenths of
the total population of the District.

Bex.

Migration.

Civil
condition.

Tribal
strength.

The Chakma circle Cief is Raja Bhuban Mohan Roy and his ¢pakma
beadquarters—are at Rangamati. Thearea of this eircleis 2,421 circle.

rquare miles. This total includes 763 square miles of reserved
Government forests. The total population is 48,792, which, ex-~
clusive of the forest reserve area, gives a density of 294 of popu-
lation to the square mile.

Residents in the Chakma circle.

Male. Female.
Chakma 18,933 17,254
Mugh ... 3,521 2,702
Tippers $01 726
Kuki .. o 362 316
Mro .. 159 149
Rumi . 1
Mubammadans 1,733 323

R ) - P
Hindus and others 1,692

Total e 48,792
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Bohmong Cholafru is the Chief of the Bohmong circle and has
his headquarters at Bandar on angu river. 8 circle
inclusive of 620 square miles of forest reserve has an ares of
2,064 square miles, with a population of 44,072, which gives, ex-
cluding the reserve ares, a density of 30-56_of population to the

square mile,

Residents in the Bohmong circle.

Male. Female,

Maghs ... 11,080 10,699
Mro ... . . 5.224 5,008
Tippera 1,778 1,425
Chakma 1,109 833
Euki, Eumi, Ehyeng . 760 708
Pankho and Banjogi 479 453
Mubammadan ... . 2,463 265
Hindu and others... 1,783 ~

Total 44,'072 ’

Raja Nefrusain i3_the Chief of the Mong circle; his head-

quarters are at Manikseri. The area of his circle is 653 square
miles, and it bas no reserve forest area. The population of the
circle is 31,898 giving a density of 488 of population to the
square mile; the Kuki group of tribes are unrepresented in this
circle.

Residents in the circle,

Male. Female.
Tipperas . 9,773 8,738
Maghs ... 3497 3,207
Chakmas 3,464 2,716
Muhammadans ... 118 4,
Hindus and others e 381 ,
Total 1,898
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As previously noted the Lead of the Mong circle was selected
by Government for administrative purposes. The following is the
history of the family of which Raja Nefrusain is the ruling repre-
sentative, Lo 1782 an Arakanese Magh, by nime Mrachai, immi-
grated with a few families from the Palangkhyong, a stream
. flowing into the Kaladan river in Arakan. and settled in the
Matamuri valley in this District. Thbese people hecame known as
Palavgea Maghs. Mrachai obtained a settlement for these Jum-
iyas and paid revenue in cotton to the Government. Mracbai
died in 1787 and was succeeded by his grandeon Sailleng “who
managed the Kapas mahal in question up to the year 173, In
the following year be received a settlement for 187 houses at an
svuual revenue of Rs. 374 in lien of the payment in cotton.
Sailleng died without issue and was succeeded as headman by his
pepbew Khedu. This man emigrated from the Matamuri to the
Sitakand range in the Regulation District, and revived the settle-
ment made with his uncle and became the Dabaing or Sardar of
the comwunity, Kbedu died in 1800 leaving a son Konjai as
heir to the mahal.

Moxa CHIEY.
History of
family,

In 1801 Konjai obtained a fresh settlement for 387 houses of

Palangsa Maghs at Rs. 733, and this sum owiug to the increase
in Lis followers was in 1808 raised to Rs. 924. Konjai died in
1826 leaving two minor sons of whom Keojasain, the elder, was
ouly six years of age. During his miuvority the mahal was ad-
ministered by a munager, and Keojasnin did not take over the
management uatil 1840 on a settlement of Rs. 1,021. Keojasain
died in 1870 leaving two sons Narabadi and Keojafru, who man-
aged the mahal jointly until 1884, when the present Raja Nefrusain,
then 8 minor, waus selected as the Chief of the Cirele. During his
minority the circle was managed by Government, and he took over
direct charge on the 15th May 1893.

Education in the Chittagong Iill Tracts, asthroughout the Epvoarion.

province, is in tbe hands of the Department of Public Instruction,
and under the supervision of the Inspector of Schools at Chittagong
assisted by the Superintendent, Male education is much further

advanced than might have been expected, as 79 persops per 1,000
can write. Primary and secondaﬂ&éhfﬁftﬁr
village communities in the Bengali lunguage, Of elementary
schools which teach the vemre are at present
nipety-five primary schools with 1,384 male scholars and 131 feinale
scholars 1o attendance. There are [our recondary scm_
bave 203 scholars. The indigenous or private jnstitotions number

thirty with 140 male and eight female scholars. The supervising

stafl for the above schools consists of a DNeputy Inspector and two

inspecting Pandits. Tue sooual grant for primary education is

Es. 11,000.  The bistory of education in the District commences

with the foundation of WMM& in

October 1862. At this schiool elementary education was imparted

to the Lill boys.

D
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At a later period the school was divided into a Burmese class
and a Chakma class. In the former, Burmese, English and Ben-
gali were taught, in the latter only English and Bengali. In 1869
the school was transferred to Rangamati and the designation was
changed into the Rangamati Government Boarding School. In
1873 tbe school was raised to the Middle-English status, and dur-
ing its esistence as such it succeeded in passing nineteen boys ia
the Middle English, four in the Middle Vernacular, and forty in
the Upper Primary scholarship examination. As a Middle English
sch&ol the Government graut amounted to five thousand rupees a
year, the greater portion of which was expended in the maintenance
of the boarding establishment, The success of the school prompted
the authorities in December 1890 to raise the status to that
of a High English school and it has since remained as such. The
school hus succeeded in passing twenty-two boys in the Entrance
examination, of whom wvine were hill boys. The boarding
establishment accommodates fifty hill boys who are boarded at
Government expensésCandidates to be admitted as boarders
havéto be recommended by tbe Circle Chief and headwmaster, and
approved by the Superintendent. The introduction of the kinder-
garten systemn is a token of great promise, and should prove most
beneticial to the hill boy, as it cultivates the power of observation
and helps to destroy the injurious system of learning by rote the
text-books of the year. The hill boy is naturally of mechanical
turn of mind, and this system, if rightly applied, should help
him very materially to make a better use of his life than has been
possible to his predecessors. The annual expenditure of the
Rangamati High English school is Rs. 5,373, the aroount realised
in fees Rs. $79.

Bengali is the-court language and is more or less understood
Dialects and througliout the Hill Tracts; Maghi is a dialect of Arukanese

Written
character.

Occupation.

Marriage.

written in Burmese character; Chakma is a dialect of Bengali
written in corrupt Burinese character. The numerous other
tribes use various dialects of the Tibeto-Burman family which
are unwritten. Any literature met with in the Hill racts is
either Arakanese or Bengali. The inhabitants of the Hill Tracts

are solely acriculturists. )
ult marriage prevails among the hill tribes; girls marry be-

tween fifteen and wsixteen, and men between twenty and twenty-
five. A man may pot marry his grandmother on either side, his
paternal or maternal aunts, sisters or step-sisters, or first cousins on
the puternal side. With the change of sex the same rule applies
in the case of the woman.

Polygamy is permitted but is reserved for the wealtby, as
they alone can afford the luxury of paying for and supporting
a plorality of wives. Widows are allowed to re-marry and no
restriction is placed on their selection,

Disurce is easily obtainable by the man on the ground of
incompatibility of temper on the part of the wife, neglect of
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bousehold duties or adultery. The last is not considered a very
serious offence, and is generally settled by a fine averaging thirty
rupees. The husband must be convicted of cruelty or desertion
before a divorce can be secured by the woman. Young girls lead
an entirely unrestricted life before matrimony, and in the event
of pregnancy matrimony follows as a general rule. Should the man
refuse to make amends by marriage, he is fined thirty rupees and
a pig. The latter provides a feast for the village elders who have
decided the case. Unchastity after marriaz;e is comparatively
rare.

The tribes all drink heavily, but not to the same terrible prink.
excess as (e (hins and _Lushais, whose earliest legends are
associuted with liquor and their ideas of a happy future life are
summed vp in an ever flowing supply of strong drink.

Buddhism is the religion of the majority of the inhabitants RerLierov.
of the Chittagong 11il] Tracts and 83,000 are returned as Buddhist.
The Chakmas and Maghs provide the bulk of this folal, while the
Tipperas make up the 36,060 Hindus, and there are 5,000 Mubam-
mmlun's. Christianity is gradually making headwa;‘, and there is
an exce]]ent field for missionary effort,

The London Baptist Missiouary Society started work in the Missionary
southern portion of the Mill Tracts as far back as 1812, The efort.
first missionary, however, shortly after his appointment died a rad
death at the hands of a Iad of Jortuguese and Magh parentage,
whom he had adopted. This lad, impatient of restraint, broke out
into a fit of ungovernable rage, and stabbed Mr. de Bruyn witha
knife, and the lust moments of a signally devoted life were spent
in an effort to obtain pardon and release for the penitent lad. The
nest missionary died of fever in 1820, In 1822 there were 163
couverls joiued to small churches at Chakariya, Munjariya, Har-
bung and Cox’s Bazar, but duaring the first Burmese war these
converts were scattered and most of tliem, it is feared, died of
starvation or were put to the sword. Up to this time the work
was superiotended and supported, not by the Parent Society in
London, but by those of its missionaries stationed in the Danish
settlement at Serampore. (ne of these men though practising
Lis trade of a shoemaker up to the time of his leannn England
had been appointed Sauscrit Professor in the Prealdeucy Lollege
of Calcutta, and from the emoluments of this office came the funds
for the support of the work in the Hill Tracts of Chittagong.

The death of a third missionary, and the difficulty ofsecunnw
a suitable successor necessitated tie clownw of the work fora tlme,
and it was not until 1891 that it was found possible to re-start
it. Clittagong was made the headquarters of the Mission,
and thence annual journeys were wmade into the Hill Tracts.
These journeys were purely evangelistic for no trace could be
found of the little band of Christians gathered in before the war.
Ia the following nine years three missionaries came and went, but
the diffculty of filling up the gaps was not mow &0 scrious, as
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Chittagong was recognised by the Society as one of its regular
stations. The prospects of the work too were brightened by the
presence of two young Magh converts who had been trained for the
work of preaching the Gospel and whose efforts were followed with
considerable success. In 1900 it wae wisely determined to bring the
missionary into more immediate touch with the work in the Hill
Tracts, and the measure of svccess attending the work led the
Society to establish their headquarters at Rangamati, wherein 1903
a commodions buogalow was built and occupied by a married
missionary. Both this gentleman and his wife are qualified
teachers, and educational matters receive considerable attention
at their hands. Small schools have been opened in quite a num-
ber of villages, and a boarding school established at Rangamati.
The education given in the boarding school is of a thoroughly
sound character, and the status of the school has been raised from
the Upper Primary to that of the Middle English. It is to this
school, fed from the village schools, fhat the Mission looks ta
secure its teachers and evangelists for the future.  Already
several of these lads are thus employed, and it is fully expected
that hill lads now in training may soon ke able to supersede the
Bengali teachers who now form the staff of the boarding school.

A marked feature of the work is that in nearly all the schools
girls bave been induced to attend. In 1903 the Society decided
to call in the aid of medicine and surgery, and a fully qualified
man and his wife who was a Sister in one of the London hospi-
tals were sent-out in 1904 to superintend this branch of the work,
Since then a third missionary has been added to the staff, The
medical work is almost entirely charitable, :

The educational work though aided by Government grants
for some years is now entirely supported by the Society. The
evangelistic part of the work is practically self-supporting, and
. the Mission is in a fair way to realise, though but in a small way,
its ideal, which would read thus—<The evangelisation of the
Hilt Tracts, by Hill Christians at the cost of the Hill Church.”

Panchayets bave been formed this year to assume control of
affairs, and the missionaries fully hope that as far as this part of
their work is concerned they have drawn the last rupee of support

from England. The total Christian community af the end of
1907 numbered about 750,
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CHAPTER IV,

THE TRIBES,

Tee Chakma tribes is scattered throughout the district, and a Chakmas,
certain number reside in the Chittagong District, and in Indepen-
dent Hill Tippera. There are 44,329 Chakmas in the Hill Tracts
of which 23,526 are males and 20,803 females. Including the
Chakmas residing out of the Hill Tracts, the total strength of the
tribe can be taken at 50,000. The Chief is Raja Bhuban Mohan
Roy who has bis headquarters at Rangamati. The tribe is known
as Thek by the Burmese, and Tui-tbek by the Kukis, At the
preseut day there are only two sub-tribes, Chakmas and Tan.
gshangya, The sept is the unit of the tribal organisation Tor pnblic
purposes and each sept was presided over by a bereditary Diwan
called by the Tanshangya ¢ Amu "—who represented the family
of the founder, Formerly this offcer collected the poll tarx,
keeping a proportion for bimself and paying the balance with a
yearly offering of the first fruits of the land to the Chief of the tribe,
Since the introduction of the rules of 1892 and the mauza system,
these functions have devolved on the mauza headman. The
sutbority of the Diwan lLas thus been much curtailed, though care
has been taken to assign mauzas to most of them,

The Chskmas are undoubtedly of Arakanese origin. They Origin of
immigrated into the Chittagong District where they intermarried ™%
largely with the Bengalis, whose Janguage they speak.” The Chakma
is of medium stature and thick-set build, with fair complexion and
a cheerful, honest-looking face, Physically be is a finer specimen Fbysical
of manhood than the Magh. He possesses none of the hereditary f*'Vres
laginess of the latter, and althoﬁgﬁ)gﬁ—isvinaep?ndehcevﬁll prevent
him from working as a menial for others, yet he works exceedingly
hard to further Lis own interests,

He poséesses a retentive memory, grasps detail quickly, and
apprecinies the advantages that can be secured by industry. Asa
tribe they are stolid; argumentative and stubborn, but on the
whole truthful. Though addicted to drink they do not smoke to
excess. The kookiah takes the place of the Magh cheroot, pdn is
chewed ; but neither ganja or opium are taken. In dress they
resemble the Bengali and wear a white turban with coat and dhoti,

The upper classes wear while socks and European shoes. The
higher class Chakma is decidedlv an intellectual man, an excellent
mansager and of thrifty habit. The superior advantages of plough
cultivation, with its steady rotation of erops, are very apparent to
bim, and iv its favour ke is rapidly abandoning the primitive
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cultivation of the Jum. The Chakma woman possesses medium
looks, fair complexion and a well developed figure, but is otherwise
heavy and ubinteresting. The leaven of Hinduism is noticeable
amongst the upper classes, who seclude their women folk., The
Chakma woman brushes her hair back and ties it in a loose knot
at the back of the head; the neck and shoulders are bare, and
a strip of red cloth which covers the bosom is attached to the
petticoat, a garment of homespun cloth dyed a dark blue with a
deep red border at the bottom. The combined garment is worn
tightly wrapped round the body and twisted in at the waist, and
reaches almost " to the ankles. She wears a turban of white
homespum cloth called a Kdbong.

Her ornaments consist of silver earrings, pecklaces, bracelets
and anklets, There are three varieties of necklace, one of massive
make worn close round the neck, the other a band of filigree
work in silver reaching below the breasts, the third coasisting
of rupees strung on black thread and numbering from fifteen to
thirty. :

The tribe consider themselves descendants of emigrants from
Bihar who settled in the Chittagong District in the days of the
Arakanese kings. The assistance of Brahmans has been invoked
and the following history compiled. Some centuries ago there
reigned at a place called Champanagar in Bihar a Kshatriya King
of the Suarjya or Sun race. He had two sons, Bijoygiri and
Samagiri. Bijoygiri at the head of an army starled forth to
conquer new worlds, and crossing the river Meghna, which is
described as a sea, he marched against the Arakanese forces and
defeated them. Bijoygiri now prepared to return home, but news
reached him that his father had died, and that his younger
brothier Samagiri had usurped the throme.. In consequence Bijoy
made terms with the Arakanese kings and settled down in the
neighbourhood of the Naaf river to the sonth of the Chittagong
District. His people intermarried with the Arakanese and gradu-
ully became couverts to Buddhism. They subsequently migrated
tothe valley of the Matamuri river, where traces of their occupancy
in the shape of tanks and rained buildings still exist. Here Bijoy-
giri raised four of his Captains by name Dburjiya, Phurjiya,
Dhabana and Piabhanga to the rank of Diwans or managers to
assist him in ruling the country. The last of the Champanagar
line of chiefs was Sher Daulat, nicknamed the ¢ Pagla™ or madman.
He was credited with supernatural powers aud was supposed to
purify himself from sin, by removing his inside, washing and
replacing the same. . The curiosity of his wife was aroused, and
when spying upon him she was discovered by the Chief, who in
his rage slew her and the whole of his family. His eccentricities
and tyranny grew so great that his people finally assassinated him,
and fearing the consequences removed themselves further north
and settled in the neighbourhood of Rangonea on the Karnaphuli

river.
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Dissension among the people, together with the fact of their
baving no recognised bead to whom they might refer their diffi-
culties, finally prompted the descendants of the Diwans to take
counse] amongst themselves, and to decide on selecting another
Chief who should rule over the tribe. The selection fell on a
descendant of Dhabana who was duly installed Chief, and Rajanagar
near Rangonea was fixed upon as his residence and the beadquar-
ters of the trihe, The following is, as far as can be traced, a Dist of
the Chakma Chiefs from the founding of the tribe. '

Raja Bijoygiri about 1600 A.D. Chakma
,»  Sher Daulat Pagla. Assassinated. Chiefs.
, Chaman Khan ?

s Tabbar Khan 7

s, Jabbar Khan 1686

» Jallal Khan 1706*
Shermust Khan 1731

s Sher Daulat Khan II 1758
, Jan Baksh Khan Y1782
y» Dbaram Buksh Kban 1818
Sarbarakarships of Shuklal
Dewan 1830
Kalindi Rani 1855
Raja Harish Chaudra Roy 1873
Government during minority
of Bhuban Mohan oy 1885
Raja Bhuban Mohan Roy 1897

Atthe instance of Government Raja Harish Chandra was com-
pelled to reside at Rangamati and this place became the head-
quarters of the tribe. Before this period the management of the
country still remained in the hands of four Diwans, and the Diwans,
powers exercised and privileges enjoyed by them were very their power.
considerable, The territory was parcelled out into four T'iluks
or administrative areas, and the Diwan was supreme in his
Taluks,

He paid his assessment of revenue to the Chief, and exercised
full criminal and civil powers; death sentences aloe being
referred to the Chief for coufirmation. Later on more Diwans were
appointed and acquired their powers by purchase from the Chief,
and the importance of the original four Diwans was thus materially
reduced. The house tax levied’_b&lwl)iwmm\__j_r'___gh&m@j
rw on” each house in théir Talux, .each man heing
liable to render fifteen days begur or free labodr, or compound
for the same by the payment of tworupees. A tithe had to be
given on all first fruits, and if any wild gayal, deer or pig were killed
the Diwan was entitled to a hind quarter. On the occasionof a
marriage io the Diwan’s family each house bad to pay one rupee
eud supply a certain quantity of food and liquor for the general
feasting that took place. In the disposal of all cases of a civil or
criminal nature both parties paid one ropee to the Diwan. A




Moghul
gettlements.

British
Settiement,

24 CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS.

wownau desirous of possessing and wearing certain silver ornaments,
such as anklets; chandrulidr necklace or buhu bracelets, would
bave to pay the Diwan a fee of thirty or forty rupees. The Diwans
in their turn bad to pay the Chief a moiety of the sum realised on
each house, to meet his requirements of begar up to fifteen days,
to render assistance at marriage feasts and other ceremonial
occasions ; while on the marriage of the Chief or his immediate
blood relatives they had to make a personal present in money of a
sum varying from five to fifty rupees. The Diwauns purchased the
right to license the wearing of jewellery and to exercise other
tribal powers. Parties appearing before the Chiefs in civil or
criminal cases had also to pay one rupee each.

The Chakmas were origivally purely a nomadic tribe and little
is known about them until the Moghul period. .

In 1713 Jalal Khan on payment of a tribute in cotton ob-
tained permission from Farrukhshah for the traders of the low-
lands to trade with the hill people. This tribute appears to have
been irregularly paid, but the agreement was renewed in 1737 by
Shermust Khan, who in addition received a grant of waste Jand
in the Chittagong District for which separate revenue was paid,
This revenue was regularly paid, and Mr. Henry Verelest, Chief
of the Chittagong Council, by a proclamation dated 6th Sraban
1170 M. S. (1763), declared the local jurisdiction of Shermust
Khan to be “All the hills from the Pheni river to the Sangu,
and from Nizampur Road to the hills of the Kuki Raja.” In 1776
Sher Daulat Khan withheld the revenue and his general Ronu
Khan began to plunder shops at Rangonea. The authorities
attempted his capture between 1777 and 1780 but- without suce -
cess, o 1782 Sher Daulat was succeeded -by «Jan Baksh
Khan, who made a pretence of paying his revenue, but also
encouraged raids on the plains people. * In 1787 he sought and
obtained pardon from the Governor-General, and entered into an
agreement to keep the peace in the countries bordering on the
Hill Tracts. In 1791 the Board authorised the Collector of
Chittagong to fix a moderate cash payment, and the cotton tax was
abolished. This settlement is known as Jum Bangu or right to
Jum under a chief and was in the name of Jan Baksh : the anaual
rent to be paid being fixed at Rs. 1,775. This settlement was
repewed in 1811 with Dharam Baksh, at whose death in 1830
the estate came under the Court of Wards, Chittagong. Under
instructions from the Board the estate was placed under the
Sarbarakarship of Sukhdev Diwan, a relative of Kalindi Rani who
was one of the three widows left by Dharam Baksh Khan. In
1855 the Kalindi Rani was declared sole representative, and the
settlement Jum Bangu Utterku), that is of the Kapas Mehal lying
north of the Karnaphuli river, and south of the Pheni river was
renewed with her in 1857 on an annual rental of Rs, 2,224-4-4.
The Kalindi Rani stroggled bard for the recognition of a pro-
prietary right in the soil and for a permanent settlement, bat it
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was ruled in decided terms that Government was the sole pro-
prietor, und that the right to a permanent settlement was never
to be recognised. In 1857 the Kalindi Rani delivered up some
of the sepoys of the native regiment that mutinied at Chttagong
aud had betaken themselves to the hills to avoid retributon. In
1872 she assisted in supplying coolie transport for the Lushai
expedition, and for this service the rent was reduced to
Rs.1,081-4-4 and her grandson Harish Chandra was vested with the
title of Kay Bahadur and presented with a gold watch and chain.
At tlie death of the Kalindi Rani in 1873 Harish Chandra suc-
ceeded to the chieftainship of the Chakmas, and the title of
Rsja was conferred on him in the following yesr. 1In 1884 it
became vecessary to depose Harish Chandra. He died in 1885,
and after a minority during which the estate was managed by
Government was succeeded by his son Raja Bbuban Mohan Roy
in 1897,

C The connection of the Chakma race with the Kshatriyas from Mythology.
Champanagar, the capital of Anga in Bhagalpur, is a myth, and
the origin must be traced to upions between the soldiers of
Nawab Shaista Khan, the Governor of Lower Bengal, uader the
Emperor Aurungzeb about 1670, and Arakanese immigrants; and
subsequently with the hill women. Buddhism appears to have
slways been their religion, and there are no_traces of Muhammad-
. anism in spife of the fact that all their Chiefs_have Mubammadan

nawes, dunng fhe period when thé Rani Kalindi coutrolled the
aflairs of the tribe between 1835 and 1873 the tendency to
llinduism was strongly marked, and the worship of Siva and Kali
crept into their ritoal, It may be safely assumed that the attempt
to connect themselves with the Kshatriyas of Bihar originated at
this time.

The Chakmas now form a settled tribe, and the same village
site is occupied from generation to generation. Several of the
* wealthier headmen have built themselves houses of a permanent
nature, but the majority of the tribe are quite content to eccupy
houses built in the bill fashion, which are eminently suited to the
requirements of the country, _

These Louses are built entirely of bamboo with a machdn Houses.
floor raised some six feet above the ground, The house is divided
into compartments, and the requirements of the married members
of the family are first attended to. In the event of several families
living together, the rooms are apportioned in due order of
seniority. For instance, in a family of which three members are
married, the house will be divided by mat walls into four com«
partments, The outer one is reserved for the unmarried male
members or for tle use of visitors, and is called pinagudi, the
next compartment will go to the eldest male representative of the
family with his wife, the third room to the second eldest, and the
~{ourth to the youngest married member. Each room averages
Elteen feet in length, including the ochaleng or back verandah,
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which is from five feet to seven feet in breadth. When laying
out the compartments the house is divided breadthways, taking
the centre or ridge pole of the house as the line of division on
which to mark out the family guarters, which are to the back,
while the front portion is partitioned off as the bachelors’ quarters
and cook-room. In the front of the house is a verandah which
is divided into two by a mat partition for the unse of the mnales
and females respectively. In the front of the verandah is a big
open space or raised platform, used for various household purposes,
Small compartments may be erected on this for the storage of
grain, colton, or household effects, but as a rule the grain is
stored away from the house for safety in case of fire,

. A rough step-ladder gives access to this outer space and forms
the entrance to thé house. This space will generally be enclosed
with a bamboo mat wall three or four feet high to prevent the
small children from falling over. Shocking accidents occur some-
times when this precaution has been neglected. The back
verandah of the house is also used for storage purposes, while the
front is used to sit in and for the women to weave in. In con-
struction a Chakma house is broader than itis long, This des-
cription of a Chakma bouse is applicable with slight modification
to all hillmen's houses.

Marriage . 1t is not obligatory to marry within the tribe, but this refers

customs.  to the men alone, as a Chakma woman marrying outside her
tribe is unknown. The septs, or goza as they are called in the
Chakma language, may intermarry freely.

When a Chakma lad has reached a marriageable age, his
parents or guardians will fix on a suitable girl, and negotiations
are opened with her parents through a third person. Should these
prove successful, the lad’s parents proceed to the intended bride’s
house, taking with them a hottle of wine, They carry on a con-
versation on geuneral topics and then retire. They make a second
visit a few days later, taking with them another bottle of wine;
a farther conversation ensues, but all mention of the intended
match is studiously avoided. A third and final visit is made,
this time with wine, cooked fowl and rice cakes, On this occasion
all reserve is broken down, and the important topic of matrimony
is introduced. The details are settled, and the date of the cere~
mony fizxed. On the day preceding the marriage the bridegroom’s
party take with them presents, with clothes and jewellery, and
march to the strains of festive music to the bride’s house.

That night the bride is adorned with her new clothes and
jewellery and the whole night is given up to festivities, the
bridegroom coming in for much chaff from the girl-friends of the
bride. The next day, after the morning meal, the bridegroom’s
party escorb the bride to his house, and in the evening the actual
ceremony takes place. The bride and bridegroom are made to sit
together, and two of their relations, a man and a womabn, will with
the consent of all present bind the couple together with a white
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cloth. The bride bas then to place cooked rice and a prepared
pdn (betelout) in the mouth of the bridegroom, and he has to do
the sama to her. As soon as the cloth is loosened both epring
up, and if the wife is first on her feet she will always possess un-
bounded influence over the affections of her husband. They are
now considered duly married, but the young couple must revisit
the wife's village or house, where another and final feast is held,
The warriage price is determined by the social condition of the
contracting parties, but the average price paid for the bride is
seventy-five rupees, or the equivalent of a five-pound note. The
bride's family will spend this amount on feasting, while the
bridegroom's little bill for hospitality will run to double the
amount. Among influential headmen no price is demanded for
the girl, but very large sums of money are speut on both sides in
feasting the community, There is also a marriage by elopement,
but in these cases the parents of the girl can demand her resti-
tution on three separate occasions. If the ardent lover can sue-
cessfully bring off a fourth elopement, he has secured the prize
and won his wife,

When a Chakma woman has been pregnant for five to seven
months, the puja of Jung sula is performed. During pregnancy
the woman i3 allowed to eat anything she fancies, and special care
is taken to carry out her wishes,

When- the child is born the husband brings a basketful of
earth and spreads it near the bed and lights a fire on it ; this fire
is not allowed to go out for tive days, After this the earth is
thrown away, and the motber and child are bathed in water, to
which some medicinal herbs have been added. The woman i3
impure for a whole month after childbirth, and is not allowed to
cook during this period. Children are suckled to a considerabla
age by their mothers. As is the practice amongst the other hill
trihes no woman will suckle another woman’s child, even in the
event of the mother being seriously ill. If a woman dies during
pregnancy, her hody is cut open and the fwtus removed and
buried, while the body of the woman is burnt. This practice

exists also amongst the Maghs and Tipperas and is doubtless bor-

rowed from the Hindus, amongst whom this hideous duty
devolves on the husband, or failing him oun a younger brother.

Lirth rites.

The_dead are burned by the river hapk, except in the case of Death rites,

a death from cholera or srall-pox, when the corpse is buried.
The death rites are as follows. The corpse is washed and dressed
and laid out on a vew bamboo bier, the relatives and villagers
come and visit the body day and niglt, and a drom with a peculiar
note (only used on such occasiong) is beaten at intervals. There
is no fised time for keeping the body. When it is taken to the
burning ghat, it is carried by four men, and the afternoon is
selected for this purpose. At the funeral pyre the priest goea
tLrough some prayers and the pyre will then be lighted, first by
the priest, then by the nearest blood relative, and finally all
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present will assist, The corpse of a man is laid on five layers of
wood with the head pointing to the east, while that of a woman
ig laid on seven layers of wood with the head to the west.

When the corpse has been reduced to ashes the mourners go
down to the water and after washing themselves return home.

The following morning the burning-place is revisited, the
calcined remuants of bone are collected and placed in an earthen
pot aud thrown into the river by the nearest blood relative.
Mourning will be observed for six days, during which time no
blood relation may touch fish or meat of any sort. On the seventh
morning the burning-place is again visited, and a complete meal
with-wine is laid out for the departed spirit. The place is enclosed
with a fine bamboo fence, tall bamboos with cloth streamers
attached are hoisted, and if there isa priest present prayers are
recited.

The sraddha ceremony is observed for both sexes, and in the
case of the wealthy is kept up for some years. The Chakmas are
very particular in their observation of it, and the members of the
family to the most distant connections will assemble on the
occasion,

THE MAGHS.

The Magh tribe is scattered throughout the District; the
majority occupy the country south of the river Karnaphuli, and
are under the Chiefship of the Bohmong who has his headquarters
at Bandarban on the Sangu river,

The census of 1901 gives the total strength of the Maghs ag
34,706 of which 18,098 are males and 16,608 females. In 1599
AD. the King of Burma sent two amhassadors by Kindonja and
Tachaja, with presents to Manrajagiri, King of Arakan, requesting
his aid agaiost the King of Pegu; be promised great rewards in
the event of the success of the expedition. The assistance was
readily given, and victory followed, the King of Arakan was award-
ed 33,000 families of Talaiong suhjects together with the son
and danghter of the vanquished King of Pegu. The Arakanese
King became epamoured of his fair young captive and married
her, and in 1614 deputed his brother-in-law to govern Chitta-
gong. After three successions, Hario, the son of Angunya, became
Governor of Chittagong; in 1710 he met Ujia, the King of
Arakan, and received the title of Bohmongri. Hario was succeeded
by a grandson named Konglafru, his son Sadafru having died
during his lifetime. Bohmong Konglafru was driven by the
Moghuls to Arakan in 1756. In 1774, owing to oppression from
the Arakan court, he fled with his followers to the Chittagong
District, which bad been ceded to the British, and established
bimself at Ramu, Edghar, and on the Matamuri river, finally set-
tling at Maxikhal on the Sangu river in 1804. Bohmong Kong-
lafru died in 1819 and was succeeded by his eldest son Satbanfru
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who in 1822 removed his residence to Bandarban.. A settlement
was made with Sathanfru by which he paid Rs. 4,600 annually as
revenue for the Kapas mahal.

Bohmong Sathanfru died childless in 1840, and there was a
dispute for the succession between his three younger brothers
Momofru, Thoilafru, and Satafru, finally necessitating the interfer-
ence of Mr. HHenry Ricketts, the Commissioner of Chittagong, who
in 1847 appointed Kamalaingya, a member of the same family, as
the Bohmong, and granted a provisionsl settlement of the Kapas
mahal on a Jama of Rs. 2,918, provided the Bohmong maintained
a force sufficient for the protection of the frontier. Kamalaingya
found the trails of office too much and resigned the Bobmongship
to his cousin Momfru. In 1871 Momfru supplied coolies for the
Lushai expedition and received a reduction of his Jama in recog-
pition of the service. lle was succeeded iu 1875 by Sanaio, his
youngest brother, Bobmong Sanaio assisted with coolies in the
Lushai expedition of 1889-90 and received the Burmese title of
# Kyet they zang sheweya salway Yamin " the Kiog who wears
the golden thread, and was presented with a gold chain. Sapaio
died in 1902, and was succeeded by his nephew Cholafra, the
present Bohmoug. -

The name Magh is the popular designation of an Indo-Chinese perivation.
tribe who describe themselves by the various titles of Maramagri,
Bhuya Magh, Jumiya Magh, and it is with the latter that we are
concerned in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. The term Magh has
hecome a general designation of the people who inhabit a particu-
lar tract of country. The subdivisions of the trihe are Marama or
those who come from Burma, and Kyongsa or those who live on
the river. The tribe is further subdivided into numerous septs
which are named after the profession, residence on kill or river, or
any peculiarity of the common ancestor.

A Magh, if well-to-do, is extremely indolent, and will only do personal
such work as Le is compelled to. Given a sufficient cumber of traits.
cheroots and pan, and a comfortable spot on which to recline, he is
quite coutent to laze away the whole day. With the poorer class
the case is, however, different; for though the same tendency
exists in them it has little time for development. To secure a
bare livelihood he must devote the greater portion of the year to
work of & most arduous nature, and this, too, under most unfavour-
able circumstances especially during the exceedingly inclement
rainy season, lHe can, however, be trusted not to do a stroke more
than the necessities of the family life require. The Mach is a

happyv-co-lucky fellow, easily pleased und of & wmousf inJependent
nature. TLeére isww, and he is quite prepared
to render respectWliete such is due. Though addicted to drink
and taking opium, he is pot in auy way a debased epecimen of
manhood.  lle bas a ready wit, a full appreciation of humour, and

can pay a pretty compliment with the best. He is also of a poeti-
cal nature and can turn out criep Jines, full of local colour and apt
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thyme. He has a child’s-love for anything bright—especially
flowers, and they occupy a very important position in his devotions
and love passages. In the matter of dress his tastes are simple,
He will wear a turban of white cloth, which he adjusts in a way
peculiar to himself, a white or black short jacket with long loose
sleeves buttoned or tied at the neck, and a cloth of some sort of
soft cotton material reaching from the waist to below the knee.
This cloth among the well-to-do will be of silk, coloured in
extremely pretty tartans, and is called a lungi. Sloes are rarely
worn, save amongst those of high social position. Though gener«
ally of cleanly habit the Maghs allow their hair to become very
filthy. Both sexes allow their hair to grow long, and seldom wash
it. :

The use of false hair among both men and women is common ;
it is plaited in at the back to make the kuot Took bigger. The
Magh girlis a mnost fascinating little body, possessing a very
pleasing face. She dresses very neatly at all times, but is parti-
cularly bright on festive occasions. The hair is taken up from
behind and dressed in a knot on the top of the head; into this
kuot are tbrust silver combs and hairpius, while a bright flower
will generally be placed coquettishly on one side. On state
occasions a coloured silk bandkerchief will be hound carelessly
round the head. The neck and shoulders are exposed, and a well
worked and ornamented homespun cloth about tem inches in
width is wound tightly round the bosom. They wear a petticoat
of cotton or silk. This is without tie or fastening, but is brought
round the waist, with the edges well twisted in, and kept on by-
the graceful curve of the hips. These two simple garments
complete her every-day attire, and in spite of-its quiet simplicity
she always appears well dressed. For ornaments they wear gold
or silver bracelets and necklaces, and hollow cones of silver
through the lobe of the ear. This is a favourite place to wear
flowers or carry a spare cheroot, for the women are as inveterate
smokers as the men,

If we judge them by our ideas, the standard of morality
among them is low. A chaste maiden life is a very rare exception,
and no sense of shame or wrong is ever attached to the lives that
these young girls live, Bnt whatever her faults may have been
as a maiden, when she is married chastity is the rule, and it is
rare to hear of an uofaithful wife. The Magh woman hasthe
materual instinct very strongly developed, and is passionately
fond of her children. This fonduess is common to both sexes and
leads to the children being terribly spoilt; indeed, they early
pass entirely beyond parental control. From marriage onwards
the life of the average Magh worman is one of constant toil and
self-denial, and she will only find rest in death. In addition to
her many and varied household cares and the duties and anxieties
of maternity, she will have to work throngh all weathers in the
field, sowing, weeding, harvesting, fetching and carrying for her
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indolent husband, and devoting any spare time she may snatch to
weaving cloths for home use. As she gets older and less comely,
her duties become more arduous till, finally, at old age she i3
systematically neglected, and the rising generation take no trouble
to conceal the fact that they consider her continued presence in
the family circle a nuisance. The end comes at last, and she is
hurried away to the burning-ghat, where an extra couple of layers
of wood are supplied to the funeral pyre in recognition of her
position as the general provider for the family. The old of both
sexes are treated with scant respect, indeed, are much neglected,
and are considered as useless encumbrances. .

The religion of the Magh is Buddhism, but it is much mized Religion.
up with animism, and he propitiates a great variety of malevolent
and evil spirits which are credited with the power of influencing
his life and actions. There is in the Magh a great depth of
religious sentiment, and you will never find him joke on such
matters or make any irreverent allusion to his priests. Itis to
be regretted that the principles of Teelotalism, as prescribed by
the great Sage Buddha, ind little favour with the Magh, who 13
addicted to the use of opium and to excess in drinking.

Marriage is practically adult, though cases occur, amongst Marriage.
the higher classes, of a marriage hefore the age of puberty is
reached ; but such marriages are exceedingly rare.

As a rule the girl marries about the uge of sixteen, and those
men who can afford it will marry before reaching the age of
twenty. The marriage ceremony among the higher ranks of the
people is a8 follows :—

The girl baving been selected, a relation or friend of the
bridegroom is sent to her parents to broach the subject of
marriage. If they approve, fresh intermediaries are sent, but they
must go in odd number—one, three, five or seven, They must be
males, either married or single, Lut neither a widower nor one
who bas married a widow. They take a bottle of liquor with them
end, after a discussion, another date is fixed for weeting. This
time the intermediaries appear with some cooked yams and sukti
or dried fish, and boiled fow], which must have met its death by
strangulation. A day is now fized on which both parties must
dream over the coming auspicious event. On dream-day the
iutending bride and bridegroom, after bathing and prayer, retire
to rest in the hope that auspicious dreams for the future may be
their respective lot. In the event of the future bride not having
reached a mature age, the dreaming must be done by proxy—that
is, by her mother, or the nearest female blood relation. The
following are some of the auspicioussigas : —To dream of anything
white, of lowers, of climbing trees or mountains, or of crossing a
river or stream ; while it is unlacky to dream of broken kkalsis or
water-pots, of anything red in colour, or of weeping persons. At
the dawn of the following day the relations collect at the respective
Lomes to hear the dreams and to interpret them as favourably as
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possible. A few days before the ceremony the father of the bridae
will give a list of all his relatives residing in the village to the bride-
groom’s father or guardian. The latter is then required to send to
the house of each person named in the list a cooked fowl, a bottle
of liquor and a rupee. Formerly the rupee was given as a present ;
but now-a-days it has to be returned, and toavoidany possible mistake
only one rupee is sent forth to go the round of the relatives, thus
materially lessening the marriage expeunditure. Two days before
the marriage a pig and five fowls are sacrificed in the afterncon to
propitiate # Chung-mong-ley,” the household deity. That evening
new clothes are presented to the bride and bridegroom, and these
have been selected with the aid of astrology in order that choice
of colour may accord with the significance attached to the birth-
day of the contracting parties. A priest, or “Thang-pora,”
attends the bridegroom at this robing ceremony. When that is
finished, guns are fired, fireworks are let off, feasting and drinking
commence, and the night is turned into a regular saturnalia.
The bridegroom dons the megay, an erection made of sola-pith in
shape like a Pagoda and orpamented with tinsel and coloured
paper, aud presides in a more or less maudlin state of intoxication
over the festivitiesin his house. In the meantime the unmarried
lads of the village have prepared a booth outside the bride’s house.
This has to be finished withir a day, and the workers are entitled
to a good meal from the bride’s bouse for their trouble. The
marriage day at Jast approaches, and the bridegroom, seated on an
ornamented stretcher with a friend or groomsman on either side,
is carried by sixteen bearers to the bride’s house and depo-
sited at the booth, Here the bridegroom and his groomsman take
their seats, and spend the afternoon in exchanging toasts with
all the relatives of the bride. Duaring the night the bridegroom
and groomsman resume their places on the stretcher, and are
carried round to all the houses in the village, and the bridegroom,
who has fo accept of their hospitality, returns much the worse for
driok to his own house. Nest morning he is again carried to the
booth, where a couple of hours have to be spent in meditation,
otherwise an attempt to regain sobriety, and then with his party
he approaches the steps leading to the bride’s house. The father
or nearest male relative will oppose his advance, and make a
feigued effort to prevent him ascending the steps; but the
bridegroom courageously perseveres and is again met by the
bride’s brother or first consin, who throws himself into the breach
and with a small stick makes valiant pretence of striking the
bridegroom seven times, But it is useless : the brave bridegroom,
not to be repulsed, secures his position, and the brother, making
the best of necessity, gives bim a helping hand and pulls him on
to the platform which stands outside the house. On this platform
a mat has been spread, and on the mat some forty pounds of
_paddy or unhusked rice has been piled, flanked on either side
with an earthen pot filled with water, and havirg flowers and
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leaves ingide each. The bridegroom is made to stand near the
beap of paddy, while bis chief groomsmao enters the house. He
soon reappears carrying the blushing bride struggling in his arms,
and places her to the left of the bridegroom. An old man now
steps forward and eprinkles the couple five or seven times with
water taken from the water-pots, while the groomsman links the
right hand little finger of the bridegroom with the correspond-
ing left hand finger of the bride. Then, with their little fingers
still linked, they are escorted into the bouse and seated on cush-
ions, Here the old man, after sprinkling more water on the
linked hands, gently separates them. The couple are now pre-
sented with food served on separate earthen plates, it is emptied
into one plate, and out of this they both eat.

When the meal is finished they rise and together make
obeisance, first to the parents of the bride and then to the
parents of the bridegroom. After this a small quantity of
parched rice is set in froot of them and the bridegroom taking
a few grains will place some on the bride’s head and also on his
own, The relatives of the happy couple now press forward,
congratulate them, and make various offerings. The feasting
then becomes general, and a very large quantity of liquor iy
cousumed. The unfortunate bridegroom is the butt of jests from
the female friends of the bride, while his male acquaintances do
not neglect to offer him all manner of advice as to how to com-
port himself in his married state. Belween seven and eight in
the evening the young couple manage to ‘make their escape and
retire to the bridegroom’s house, and the marriage is consum-
mated. Any food that may be left over after the yonug couple
bave finished their meal is carefully preserved and on the next
morning is taken forth and buried amidat loud shouting and beat~
ing of drums. The paddy used in the initial stages of the
ceremony has to be carefully preserved and must be sown in the
first Jum, or cultivation, made by the young married couple,

In ordinary cases the succession goes to the eldest son, and Succession.
in & division of property where there are several sons, one-half
goes to the eldest son, one-quarter to the youngest son, aud any
other sons share the remaining quarter among them. If there are
only two sons the elder would receive five-eigths of the estate and
three-eighths would fall to the younger. The abovearrangementa
only Lold good where the parent has made no assignment of his
property during his life time. Any division he may thus make
would be respected and considered binding on his heirs.

Ig the event of there being no direct male heirs, the succes-
gion follows inthe female line. The succession to the tribal chief-
ship, or Bohmong, is the next eldest male blood relative, and
does not follow in the direct line.

The Maghs burn their dead at & common burning-place called Death rites.
the burning-ghat. The dead body is pliced on the funeral pyre
with its Lead to the north. A man is placed on three layers of

1 4
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wood and a woman on five layers, the extra layers being bestowed
as a complimenf to the sex who, during their lifetime, have
attended to all the household duties,

In the event of death being due to cholera or small-pox, the
body will be buried in the neighbourhood of the burning-ground,
and in the case of the well-to-do the remains are disinterred on
the cessation of the outbreak, or after & month or two, and are
then burped. The dead body is washed by old people of the
game sex as the corpse. It is then dressed in new clothes and
laid out on the floor in the centre of the house. A bamboo
bed is made and the body is placed upon it, while a priest
recites certain prayers. At the moment when the corpse is
laid upon this bed & gun is fired, or a bomb exploded, to in-
timate that the person isindeed dead. A coffin is prepared in the
meantime, and when ready the body is placed within it and
put back on the bed. A grandly ornamented funeral car is
prepared, and on the top hovers a huge bird made of bamboo
frame work and covered with coloured paper. This bird is called
hathi linga, or elephant bird, At the appointed time the
coffin is placed on the car under the bird, and is dragged
by willing hands to the site of the funeral pyre erected at
the common burning-ground. The priests in their saffron-coloured
robes head the procession, and the mourners follow with bare
heads, to the accompaniment of much drum-beating.

Before tbe coffin is removed to the funeral pyre four
very stout und long ropes, made out of bamboo, are attached,
two in front and two at the back of the car. At a given signal
the crowd rushes forward and seizes the ropes and pulls
violently in opposite directions—a veritable tug-of-war. This is
a very exciting time. The car sways backwards and forwards,
the hathi linga plunges up and down like a smull boat in a
heavy swell at sea, and it appears as though the coffin must be
hurled into the midst of the exzcited crowd. Finally one side is
victorious and triumphantly drags away the car, but this is
generally arranged for by Leeping areserve of men belonging
to the deceased’s own sept, and these men, by pre-arrangement,
join one side and assure to it the victory. This violent exercise
is supposed to be symbolival of the struggle of the evil spirits
for the possession of the soul, but finally the spirit of the hathi
linga flies away with it to some sacred spot in the distant
Hiwalaya Range. The tradition asseits that, in old days, a huge
bird actually descended and removed the corpse itself, and flew
away with it to the abode of peace in the Himalayas The coffin
is firally placed on the pyre, when the lid is slightly opened and
a portion of the head cloth is drawn out and allowed to fall to
the ground, the priest recites more prayers, and then the nearest
blood relation sets fire to the pyre. Simultaneously the mourners
light hundreds of miniature torches, made of pieces of cloth
soaked in oil and attached to slips of bamboo. These have been
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stuck into the soft stems of plantain trees, which have besn
placed in the ground round the funeral pyre; these torches
burn brightly for a few seconds and then flicker out, doubtless
symbolical of the brief span of the light of life.

Long streamers of white muslin, cut in curious lace-like
patterns and attached to long bamboos, are also hoisted near the
spot. Aseoonas the pyre is lighted, the priests remove themselves
to a shelter prepared in the neighbourhood of the burning-place,
and the mourners resume their head-gear. The head priest
recites more prayers and the chief mourners, kneeling before
him, give the responses, They then make offerings ac-
cording to their means, aund light refreshments in the way of
betel-nut are handed round amongst the crowd. Shortly after
the priests remove themselves and the crowd slowly breaks up,
leaving the all-devouring flames to work their will on the poor
clay. The following morning water is poured on the hot ashes
and any calcioed fragments of bone that may remain are collected
and placed io a new earthen vessel and thrown into the river.
In the event of a death occurring on the last day of the month
or on one of the festival dates, the body must be burnt on that
very day. As a generel rule, however, the body may be kept
for seven days in tbe house.
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CHAPTER V.

THE TRIBES.

Tae Tipperas in the Chittagong Hill Tracts number 23,341 and
are acattered throughout the district. This tribe is also called
Tripura and is divided into two classes, the Purana or Tippera
proper and the Jamatiyas. The following sub-castes or septs
are met with in the District :—Hapang-Jamatiya or Achlong-
Phadong, Naitong, Husoi, Naotiya, Hakler, Kewar, Tombai,
Daindak, Garbiog and Riang, and it is with the last that we are
principally concerned, asthey form the great majority of the
Tipperas in the District, and are undoubtedly of Kuki origin.
Tradition says that the Riangs formerly resided in the hills to the
south of the Matamuri river, under the leadership of two brothers,
by mame Kilay and Manglay, who were Karbaris or managers on
behalf of the Tippera Raja Udaigiri. The family claims a very
early origin dating back to 600 B.C,, while the family of the pre-
sent Raja dates from 590 A.D.;he is the ninety-third in descent
from Biraraj, the founder of his dynasty. In the year 1512 the
Tipperas were at the height of their power, and captured
Chittagong from the Mughals but were stbsequently “driven out
by the Arakanese with the help of the Portuguese and their capital
of Udaipur was sacked in 1587. The Royal family retired to the
Miani, a tributary of the Kasalong river, where traces of their
occupancy still exist in ruined houses and extensive tanks now
buried in the heart of the Kasalong forest reserve. About the
year 1733, at the close of a long series of struggles with the
Muhammadan power, Tippera was overrun by the Mughals and
became a province of the Mughal Empire. In 1861 it passed into
the hands of the East India Company, to whom Chittagong
had been granted in the preceding year by the Nawab Wazim
of Bengal ; but the Raja was left undisturbed in his possession of
the hills, and in 1838 the position of the Rajas as independent
chiefs of the four thousand and odd square miles of moun-
tainous country now known as the State of Hill Tippera was
recognised by the Governor of Bengal. In spite of this his kingdom
was desolated by the Mughal force, and he was forced to pay the
total cost of the expedition, but the indepeundence of his kingdom
was not interfered with : and in 1803 the Raja was invested with
the insignia of kingship as regards the Hills, while the British
courts gave bim possession of the lands in the plains.

The septs may intermarry freely, and there is no objection to
matrimony outside the limits of the tribe ; marriage is settled by
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the parents. When a suitable girl has been selected two friends
are despatched to her house with two bottles of liquor, aund settle
all details, including the date of marriage. No price is paid but
large amounts expended on feasting and the bridegroom has to take
up his abode for two years in the bride’s house and become a mem-
ber of her family, during which time he must work with and for
the family. The whole of the cotton crop of the Jum is reserved
for his benefit to enable bim to buy things for himself, so that at
the expiry of the two years he may set up his own home. During
this period the couple live together as man and wife,

Divorce can be arranged for by mutual consent, but should Divorce.
either party wish to eseparate without due reason they must pay
Rs. 126 as compensation and provide a pig for the community.

If during the fsther's lifetime the eldest son separates himself Succession.
from the fumily, and starts a home on his own account, he forfeits
all claim to inheritance of the property, which descends to the
younger son. If however he elects to remain always in his father’s
bouse he iuherits everything, and the younger sons have no chare
whatever,

With the exception that the men are taller, there is but
slight difference in the general appearance of the Tipperas when
compared with the rest of the Kuki group of tribes,

The dress of the people is of the simplest description. The Dress.
man wears a homespun turbav, and & narrow piece of cloth passed
once round the waist and between the legs, with a fringed end
hanging down in front and rear. In the cold season they wear in
addition a rudely sewn jacket. The women are comely and wear
a petticoat similar to that worn by the Chakma women. In
married women the petticoat generally forms the whole clothing,
but unmarried girls geuerally cover the breasts with a coloured
cloth.

Both sexes wear crescent-shuped silver earrings and the women Ornaments,
8 curious nose skewer, with hair, neck, wrist and ankle ornaments
in silver.

When a Tippera dies, his body is immediately removed from Death rites,
within the house to the open air, and a fowlis killed and placed with
gome rice at the dead man’s feet. It is then taken to the funeral
pyre by the waterside und burnt with the head to the west. A
male has six layers and a female seven layers of wood in the pyre.
At the spot where the body was first laid out, the relations kill a
cock every morning for seven days and supply a meal as an offer-
ing to the names of the dead. The sraddha ceremony is
obhserved for both sexes, and should if possible take place within a
year of death, but till such a time as this ceremony has been duly
performed & meal must be placed once a month on the site where
the body was first laid out.

In all ceremonies of a religicus naturean ojka or exorcist who Religious
is supposed to bave power over the spirits is in great request. This ceremonies.
office depends upon having a knowledge of charms, and it ia
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therefore handed down from father to son. The Riangs are
returned as Hindus but they are principally animistic. Their
chief puja is to Garaia, who is worshipped on New Year’s day.
Great respect is shown to Bhut'or Bureha and his son Jampira,
the King of Demons ; these spirits reside in the forests and are
capable of working much evil. The Tipperas believe in a here-
after, a pleasant land where those that have done good will live in
ease and comfort, and where both sexes have equa! rights: a land
of barrenness where ceuseless toil produces no results, and constant
barassment by * bhuts ” awaits the evil-doer. The Tipperas have a
class of Bairagis amongst themselves, and these people never do &
stroke of work, living solely by begging and the singing of reli-
. gious songs.

tsi‘(’)g:’m' The Tipperas are exceedingly superstitious; it is exceedingly
) unlucky for a kite to settle on the roof of the house, for a dog to
jump up on the roof, or for a crow to sit and caw on the roof in
the early morning. Should the ridge beam of the roof sag at all
the house is abandoned and a new one built; if the house is des-
troyed by fire on no account must a new one be erected on the
same site. Should the steps break while ascending to or descend-
ing from the house, misfortune is sure to follow. Should a person
about to take a journey meet with an empty water pot, or see a
dead body of any sort he will be well advised to put off his depar-
ture ; while if any one sneeze behind his back when he is on the
point of leaving the house the journey must be at once abanoned.
Any dream in connection with fire, charcoal, of having the bair
cut, losing a tooth or journeying down stream is singularly unlucky,
To dream of small fishes, milk, eating parched grain, of an um-
brella, eap, shoes, or sandals, riding a horse or elephant, crossing
or going up a stream, possessing long bair are all good owens.
A curious trait, cbaracteristic of the tribe, is recorded by Captain
Lewin, who, when travelling through the jungle, came o a small
streamlet across which a white thread was stretched. On enquir-
ing the reason, it appeared that a man had died there away from
home, and bis friends had performed the funeral rites on the spot ;
after which it was supposed that the dead man’s spirit would
return to his former abode. Without assistance, however, spirits
are unable to cross running water and the stream had therefore
Trial by been bridged in this manner. In disputes among the Tipperas
oath. when one man asserts a thing and another denies it, the matter
is frequently decided at the request of both parties by the hill
oath on the dao, rice, cotton and river water. This practice is
common to the hill tribes, but the Tippera is not truthful and
something stronger than his mere word is required to keep him

within the bouunds of truth. o
Baniocisand The Banjogis and Paokhos claim to be of common origin
Panblos, sprung from two brothers, and in langnage, custom and babit, they
Physical  exhibit a great similarity. The Banjogi dresses bhis bair in a
f}:‘;"‘"“m‘ knot on the top of his head, while the Pankho dresses his in a knot
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at the back. It is considered a beauty to have long thick bair
and the youths stuff balls of black thread into the hair knot to make
them appear large. The origin of the mode in which the Banjogi
dresses hLis hair is as follows:—One day the squirrel and the
horned owl had a quarrel, and the squirrel bit the owl on his head
go that he became all bloody, and when the gquirrel saw the owl
uoder this mew aspect be became frightened and ran away, and
the owl devoured all his young ones. A Banjogi chief saw this, he
wae a Koavang, and the tiger came and told him that what he bad
seen was a message from Khozing; thus it is that when the
Banjogis go to war they bind their Lair over the forehead and
put red cloth in their hair so that like the horned owl they
may take heads. These tribes are undoubtedly offshoots of the
Lais who occupy the Chin Hills between the Tashon country Origin.
in the mnorth and the Zau country in the south. The tribal
influence of the Lais extends from the Burma boundary on
the east to the Lushai country oo the west, The Lais un-
doubtedly in old days were inhabitants of Arakan and its Hill
Tracts, for we find mention of them among the earliest of the
records of our dealings with the Raja of Arakan, A letter
received on June 24tb, 1787, from the Raja of Arakan to the
Chief of Chittagong reads thus :—* Qur territories are composed of
five hundred and sixty countries and we Lave ever been on terms
of {riendship, and the inhabitants of other countries willingly and
freely trade with couotries belonging to each of us. A person named
Kroty having absconded from our country took refugein yours.
I did not, however, pursue him with a force, but sent a letter of
friendship on the subject desiring that Kroty might be given up to
me. You refused to send him to me. I, also, am possessed of an
extensive country : and Kroty in consequence of his disebedient
conduct and the strength of my king's good fortune was destroyed.
Domean Chakma and Kircopa, Lais, Merrings and other inhabitants
of Arakan have now absconded and taken refuge near the
mountains within your border, and exercise depredations on the
people belonging to both countries, and they moreover murdered
an  Englishman at the mouth of the Naaf, and stole nway every-
thing he had with him. Mearing of ihis 1 am come to your
boundaries with an army in order to seize them, because they
bave deserted their own couutry, and, disobedieut to my king,
exercise the profession of robbers. It is not proper that
you should give asylum to them or other Maghs who bhave
absconded from Arakan, and you will do right to drive them
from your country that our friendship may remain perfect,
and that the road of travellers and merchants may be secured.
If you do not drive them from your country and give them
up, [ shall be under the necessity of seeking them out with an
army in whatever part of your territories they may be. I send
this letter by Mubammad Wassene. Upon receipt of it entirely
drive the Maghs from your country, or if you mean to give them
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" an asylum, retorn wme an answer immediately.” This bombastio

effusion is of great historical interest to the district as it deals
with no less than four of the tribes inhabiting the Hill Tracts at
the present day, namely, Maghs, Chakmas, Merrings or Murungs,
and Lais (Pankbo and Panjogi).

The Banjogi have three septs—Doi, Tlung, and Sunkla; of
these the Sunklas are considered the higher. The Pankho have
only two septs—Pankho and Vanzong., Intermarriage between
the two tribes and septs is allowed but not with other tribes.

Their personal description tallies with that of the Kukis,
gave that the girls and womeu leave their breasts uncovered, and
wear a shorter petticoat even than the Kukis. This garment
is kept up by brass girdles of various patterns, they have no
silver ornaments, but wear several necklaces of beadsand chaplets
of the same in their hair, and brass bangles. They possess no
history or traditions of importance, and like the Kukis are of
nomadic habit. A noticeable fact is that they alone of the tribes
do not allow polygamy. The marriage rites are simple; the
parents choose the bride, and send two male friends to the bride's
parents to broach the subject of matrimony, and if they approve,
the friends return and communicate the fact and the price is
settled. This varies between thirty and one hundred and fifty
rupees, which is either paid in full or by instalments, or by
labour for the parents of the bride. The actual ceremony con-
sists of slaying a fowl by beating it on the heart with the flat
side of a dao until blood oozes from the mouth.

One of the friends then dips the first fingep of his right
hand into the blood, and makes a mark on the forehead of the
bride and bridegroom. He then informs them that they are
man and wife and the usual feasting follows.

These people have two gods— Patyen the maker of the world
who lives i the west, and takes charge of the sun, and Khozing
the patron of the tribe and specially loved by them ; the tiger is
bis house dog, Although admitting the supremacy of one great
God they offer no worship to Him, all reverence and sacrificial
rites are directed towards Khozing. In some villages are men
said to be marked out as mediums of intercourse between
Khozing and the people. Such a person is called Koavang,
he becomes filled with, and possessed by, the divine afflatus;
during these moments of inspiration he is said to possess
the gift of tongues and to be invalnerable. Koavang receives
no payment or other consideration saving the honour accruing
to bis position, as the interpreter of the wishes and commands
of Khozing. This god is propitiated by the sacrifice of u fowl,
a small portion is set aside for the spirit and the rest devoured
by his votaries. They take a considerable time to make up
their mind as to whether they shall have a scarifice ; and when
they have settled this difficult point, they tie a piece of string
round the wrist to remind them that they are pledged to propi-
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tiate Khozing also known as Kornu Bol. A month or two after-
wards, if thiogs have not gone well with them, they sacrifice the
fow], remove the strings from the wrist, and proudly wear a tuft
ofsfeathiers tied with a string round the neck. Nearly every
member of the tribe one meets. wears the string round the
wrist, but few get as far as bhaving it round the neck,

This parsimony is characteristic of the l.ais, whose one
endeavour is to propitiate the spirits as cheaply and to make
promises suffice for as long a time as possible. When delay can
o longer be inade they start with the lowest article on the
sacrificial list, vamely a dubious fowl's egg, aud slowly, very
slowly mount up till the climax of propitiation is reached in the
sacrifice of a gayal. It will take two or three geuerations to
arrive at this great sacrifice. In former times the rite of human )
sacrifice was common among these people. Their great oath is  Qath.
by dao, spear, guo and blood, and is taken by the side of run-
ning water ; it is & most solemn undertaking and only to be per-
formed on grent occasions. On ordinary occasions such as a theft
in the village, an oath is taken on the chiefs vpear. The &pear ig
driven into the ground at the entrance to the village, and each one
who passes takes hold of the spear and swears he knows nothing of
the matter; whoever will not thus swear has to account for what~
ever may bave beeo stolen. Pankhos and Banjogis bury the dead.

The following is an account of the obsequies of a Pankho Chief.

The dead body, that of au old gentleman, was decked out in peath rites.

new clothes, the face painted, and the tail featbers of the Bhimraj
stuck io his top knot. The corpse was placed in a sitting posi-
tion on the floor at the end of the bouse facing the entrance. A
feast was prepared and every ove was at liberty to have food and
drink with the corpse ; a share for the latter was placed by its side
on the right. The nearer relatives spent all their time in feasting
and drinking and droning out a dirge dilating on the prowess and
estimnable qualities of the dear departed. The widow, weeping
liquor, would occasionally fan the corpse and drive away the flies
with a fau made from the tail feathers of the great hornbill. This
went on for twenty-four hours, and in the meanwhile a grave had
been dug just outside the house ; it was dug east and west and to
the right at the bottom of the grave a space was tunuelled out.
The corpse still in the sitting position and wrapped ia its clothes
was carried and lowered into the grave and placed in the tunnel
together with a spear and water bottle, with the head facing the
east ; the entrance to the tunnel was closed up with split bamboo,
and the open grave filled up.

The following is the legend of the creation as existing among Legend  of
these people ; it is practically common to all the Kuki group of the ereation.
tribes. ¢ Forwerly our ancestors came out of a cave in the earth,
8od we had one great Chief named Tlandropa ; he it was who first
domesticated the gayal, he was so powerful that he married
God's daughter. There were great festivities on the marriage,
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and Tlandropa made God a present of a famous gun; you can
still hear the gun, the thunder is the sound of it. At the
marriage the Chief called all the animals to help to cut a road
through the forests to God's house ; all gladly gave assistance <to
bring home the bride, save the sloth—the Huluk or white browed
gibbon is his grandson—and the earthworm ; ow this account they
were cursed, and cannot look on the sun without dying. The
cave whence man first came out is in the Lushai country close to
Vanhuilens village of the Burdaiya tribe : it can be seen fo this
day, but no one can enter. If you listen outside, the deep notes
of the gong and thesound of men’s voices can still be heard. Some
time after Tlandropa’s marriage all the couutry got on fire, and
his wife told us to come down to the sea-coast where it is cool,
s0 we came to this country.

At that time mankind and the birds and beasts all ¢poke one
Janguage, then God’s daughter complained to her father that the
tribe were unable to kill the animals for food, as they begged for
life with pitifal words making the hearts of men soft, so that they
could not slay them. On this, God took from the beasts and
birds the power of speech and food became plevtiful among us.
When the great fire broke out upon the earth, the world became
dark and men broke up and scattered into claus aud tribes and
their languages became different.”

The Mros in all probability are the aboriginal inhabitants of
the District ; they have certain peculiar custowms that divide them
fromthe other trihes. The tribe is known amongst themselves as_
Mro. The other hill tribes and plainsmen refer to them as
Murungs; but this term is really only applicable to a sept of
the Tipperas.

Amongst the Mros there are five septs—

(1) Dengua, signifying the cultivated plantain tree.
(2) Premsang, the cockscomb plant,

(3) Kongloi, wild plantain tree,

(4) Naizar, jack tree.

(5) Guaroo Goar, mango tree.

These trees, however, have no connection at the present day
with tribal *totems,” but it appears that totemistic worship
existed in the remote past. At the present day the religion is
animistic They profess a belief in a universal spirit whom they
call “ Tarai,” and show him a certain amount of reverence. Bub
“Oreng,” the spirit of water, is their most honoured deity. In
the month of July the whole of a village community will go to
the side of running water and sacrifice a couple of goats and from
twenty to thirty fowls. A miniature altar of bamboo ig erected in
the water; on this are placed rice-flour cakes and parched rice,
and the spirit Oreng is invoked to make the jums yield a good
harvest and keep away sickness or any other ill-hap from the
village, All oaths to be of binding nature must be sworn by

" Oreng, and are by gun, dao and tiger.
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The Mros also have a household deity whom they call
¢ Sungteung,” but he is of little importance. They venerate the
sun and moon, but do not make mctual worship to either. They
believe in no hereafter, and that complete anuibilation follows
death, They respect Buddhism, and it is probable that in course
of time the tribe will finally adopt this religion. Itis a boast of
the tribe that they possess no education whatever and do not want
auy. The Mros are scattered over the hillato the west of the
Sangu river, and those in the Matamuri valley, They are noma-
dic in babit, but this is due to force of circumstances alone, for
the village site has to be moved when the surrounding country
has become exbausted by juming. An epidemic of cholera will
also make them move the village,

The men are physically very fine epecimens, and the majority Physical
are fair skinned, with Mongolian features. When permitted the featutes
moustache and beard grow freely, but asa rule the hairs of the
beard are pulled out by the root, and only the moustache is
grown, The men wear blue loin cloths, which they tie in a very
curious way, leaving a strip two or three feet in length to hang
down behind, This customn has earned them the nickname of the
monkey tribe from the other Lill tribes. When a party of Mros
are going on a jouruey to a distance from their village, each mem-
ber of the party will pluck a piece of sunn grass, and, going to
a stream, the senior of the party will enter the waterand invoke
the aid of ¢ Oreng,” after which each person will stick their piece
of grass iuto the earth or sand at the edge of the stream and then
set forth on their journey.

The Mros are naturally very timid and keep very much to them-
selves. Of their own history they know nothing, but believe they
migrated from the Arakan Hill Tracts, and that they once owed
allegiance to one ‘¢ Are,” King of Burma.

“The Rajaweng,” or History of Arakan, states that a Mro
was ouce King of Arakan somewhere in the fourteenth century.
The Mros' will admit no stranger into their tribe,

When marriage is decided upon, the father or mother of the Marriage,
bridegroom or a near relative visits the young lady’s house, taking
along a present of rupees ten or three or four fowls. The possibi-
lhies of marriage are discussed, and, if agreed upon, the presents
are accepted, but if not the money is returned ; the fowls, however,
are eaten, The marringe consists in paying the price fixed upon
for the girl, which varies between fifty and two hundred rupees ;
and in the general feasting at the ceremony a string is tied round
the right wrist of all males attending. ~This string must be
allowed to rot off, and if removed intentionally bad luck will ensue.
Marriage by elopement occurs, where both sides make the best of
the maiter. A man also secures his wife by serving for three
years in his father-in-law’s house. A Mro infaot has to be named Baptism.
tLe duy after birth. Selection is first made of three or four likely
rames, but the final selection rests on the throw of two cowrics
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(small shells), or pieces of cut turmeric root. A pame iz men-
tioned and the cowries are thrown. If one cowrie falls with its
face down und the other with the face up it is considered lucky
and that name is selected, but if both the cowries fall with faces
up or faces down it is considered unlucky, and the name is not
gelected. A fresh name is mentioved and the performance repeated.
The same rule applies to the pieces of cut turmeric. If both
cut ends appear uppermos} it is unfortunate, but if one whole and
one cut end appear the result is auspicious and the name is
chosen. -

The Mros burn their dead, and there is no subsequent period
of mourning.

There are about fifteen hundred of the tribe settled in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts. The great majority, however, are settled
on the Kaladan river in Arakan, the census figures showing over
fifreen thousand resident in Burma. ~

The word Kumi owes its derivation to the Arakanese com-
pound word Kwey-mui, the word kwey siguifying a dog and mui
production, or the dog race—probably & delicate allusion to the
dog-eating propensities of the tribes.

The tribe formerly resided in the hills near the upper Kala-
dan river in the Arakan Hill Tracts, but has moved over into this
District. They Lave no past history or recognised chiefs. Each
village commuuity is under its own Raoja or Karburi (beadman),

" and they own tribal allegiance to the Bohmong as the Chief of the

country.

In old days their villages used to be stockaded and carefully
guarded against sudden raids; but nowadays they are quite
unprotected, -as all need for such precaution disappeared with the
annexation of the Lushai Hills and the disarmament of their
iphabitants, Their wmarriage costoms are similar to those in
vogue amongst the other tribes of the Kuki group. In addition
to the eash payment, the bridegroom has to give a certain number
of spears and war daos. This is a survival of the time when a
tax was placed on matrimony to assist in keeping the fighting
strengh of the village supplied with the necessary weapons of
offence and defence. At a marriage omens are taken, and are
decided by the condition of the tongue of a fowl. ’

A cock is killed by strangulation, and plucked and boiled
whole. The tongue is afterwards pulled out by the root and
consulted. If the edges of the tongve are fouud to stand straight
up, then good luck is assured, bat if they are found to be bent in
or crooked then the luck can be but bad. As with the other
tribes, however, the experiment can be repeated till success attends
the effort. A few of the soft feathers from under the right wing
of the fowl are tied with a fresh-spun thread on the right wrist of
the bride, and this bracelet is worn for good luck till the feathers
and string drop away of their own accord.
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The dead are borned, and a curious procedure is introJuced Death rites.

in the preservation of the culcined remaius of the bones. Tlese
are collected snd wrapped up in a new piece of cloth, and are
then plated in a small bamboo house erected for the purpose
which partakes of the nature of afamily vault, for only the re-
mains of the members of one family may occupy the same house,
No repairs are made to this house, and a new one is erected when
required. Ooce in every seven days, for a period extending to
one year, a full meal is placed in the house containing the ashes.
The same ceremony is followed for both sexes. There is no parti-
cular way of laying the corpse on the funeral pyre,and no sub-
sequent period of mourning.

The Khyangs, or Kbayengs, principally live on the spurs of Kbayengs.
the hill range which separates the Chittagong Hill Teacts from
Arakan, They call themselves Sho and are closely sllied to the
Chins. The Khyangs in the District number about five hundred
souls and are extremely shy, preferring to remain in the most |
inaccessible places, contrary to thie habits of their fellow tribesmen
in Arakan, where they are rapidly assimilating the wauners and
customs of the Burman.  This tribe has no sub-castes or septs, and
its manners and custoins are mach the tame as the other tribes,

In religion their tendencies are more Buddhistic than any- Religion.
thing else, though they propitiate a household deity called Nada
Gu, and also the spirit of water, which is called Bogley. )

The death rites are simple in the estreme. Tiie body is only Death rites.
kept for a night und there is no feasting. On the next day it is
burnt, the earthen cooking-pots in use at the time of the death
and an earthen liquor-pot are taken and smashed to pieces at the
site of the funeral pyre, and a turung, or clothes-hasket is broken
up.  Wuater is poured on the ashes, but no fragments are kept and
there is no subsequent mourning.

The wowmen wear very neat clothes. Young girls wear a jacket Dress,

-with no sleeves, but cat low in a V shape both in frout and at the
back. This has no opening and is slipped on over the head. It
is beautifully woven in colours with the wost elaborate patterns.
The petticont is worn long, almost reacliing to the ankles. Their
ornaments are similar to those worn by Magh women. Tle
jacket mentioned is only worn by unmarried girls, who are also
at liberty to expose their breasts; but a married woman, as soon
as she has a child, must adopt the strip of cloth such as is worn
by the Magh women, and keep her bosoms covered. :

The word “ Kuki ™ is merely a generic term, coined by the Kuki.
plainsmen, in the remote past, to designate all the inbabitants of
the Chittagong Hill Tracts, other thau those belonging to the
Chakma, Magh und Tippera tribes. In more recent years, it bas
signified the indepenlent tribes residing in the Lills beyond the
north-east frontier of Bengal, now suljugated and forming a

;unmitl, of Dritish India undes-the pame of the Luchai and Chin
ile.
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The Kukis are a people of medium stature. They have
Mongolian features with eyes set wide apart, a high forehead,
broad nostrils, long upper lip, and high cheek-bones. They pull
out the hairs of the moustache, with the exception of a Yew at the
corner of the mouth, wear no beard, and are of fair complexion,
They wear the hair of the head long, and while young take parti-
cular pride in dressing it neatly, and ornamenting it with ivory
mounted combs, carved ivory bone or metal skewers, and heavy
brass hairpins, Thereis a very great diversity of fashion in dress-
ing the hair among the clans, and one can generally tell the clan
to which a man belongs by the style he adopts in dressing his
hair. For instance, a man of the Howlong tribe will comb his hair
back, with the parting in the centre, and wear it tied in a knot
at the back of the head. A Fannai will collect most of the hair
and dress it in a very neat coil on the top of his head, allowing a
portion of the hair to hang loose down tbe back. The Lakher will,
on the other kand, comb his hair up and tie it in a knot ahove
the forehead, and so on. The young Kuki brave will grease his
bair plentifully with bear’s or pig’s fat, and will take the greatest
pains in giving it a good gloss and dressing it neatly, His
favourite pastime is to laze away an afternoon stretched at full
length on the platform outside the house, his head resting in the
Jap of his sweetheart, who combs out his bair and generally cleans
his parasite infested head. The Kuki is a man of fine muscular
development, and has astonishing powers of endurance. He will
cover in one day, what an ordinary man will take three or four
days to march. The Kuki woman is short of stature, with a squat
figure and possesses but little in the way of good looks to com-
mend her. She wears the bair parted in the centre, combed hack
and tied in a loose knot at the back of thie head. There is but this
one style of dressing the hair among the women. Her costume
consists of a white coat of coarse homespun, and an extremely
short petticoat which barely reaches the knees; the addition of a
long cloth to wrap round her person completes her outfit.

A mau wears a white turban on the head, and this he dresses
according to the fashion then prevailing among his tribe. Ordi-
narily, it is worn closely wrapped round the head, but some tribes
dress it round the knot at the top of the head, leaning over
towards the forehead. A tight-fitting homespun coat, somewhat
sfter the fashion of a mess-jacket, fastened at the neck, snd a
body-cloth or sheet of white homespun, which they drape round
the body or gather round the waist, complete his costume. ~The
cloths of the chiefs and more important persons are woven in
colours, and are exceedingly handsome. They are generally made
in stripes of various breadths, the predominant colours being green,
yellow, and red on a dark blue ground. Very great ingeouity is
shown in working out elaborate patterns, either in zig-zags or
straight across the cloth. With our occupation of the country
and the spread of civilisation the love of novelty has asserted itself,



THE TRIBSS, 47

and the noble, savage chieftain may be seen wending his way
over the mountains wearing a battered white Ellwood's sun-hat,
a filthy flannel shirt, a pair of old dress trousers, ammunition
boots well down at the heel, with a flaring “Como” silk rug (a
present from the Political Officer) thrown across his shoulders,
and the ubiquitous eight-anna bazaar umbrella held over his Lead.
The Kukis as a race are easily pleased, and greatly enjoy a joke,
even st their own expense. They are very imitative, quick to
understand, und possess a retentive memory, They are also hos-
pitable and generous: but this exhausts their virtues, while their
vices are many. They are vicious, and coarse-minded to a degree,
Their minds run constantly on lewd and bestial subjects, and the
coarser and more degraded these may be the better are they
pleased.

They possess not a shred of morality, and are tre:acherous‘momls.
and untruth re. They are also very indolen, and will

ouly Tay band to such tasks as are absolutely necessary. Every-
thing else is left to their unfortunate women, while they spend
their time in smoking, drinking and generallyloafing. Their
chiefs also lead a dissolute drunken life—in fact, to get 10yally drunk
constitutes the greatest idea of happiness amongst the whole race,

The woman, on the contrary, leads a life of excessive hinrdship
and exposure, Asa young girl, she takes a certain amount of prile
in~T€r personal appearance, nnd manages to make herself fairly
presentable. She is also fairly modest ; but once married she finds
ber housebold duties and maternal cares too much for her, and
speedily peglects the rudiments of cleanliness and modesty. She
is, by force of circumstances, extrerely industrious, and makes a
kind and indulgent mothier indeed ; affection for their children is a
trait common to both sexes, and this goes a long way to lessenthe
dislike their other uumerous shortcomings excite,

Owing to the hard life she lives the Kuki woman ages very
rapidly, and becomes an unsightly object while yet but young,
In old age she is a veritable hag, repulsive in her awful hideous-
ness.

Both men and women set great store on the possession of Ornamanta.
amber beads. These are of different shapes and sizes, from small
circglar ones to oval-shaped beads two to three inches in length
and three-quarters of an inch or more in diameter. These beads
sre worn as necklaces. A man wears kis tightly round the neck,
while that of the woman hangs loosely to the waist. The amber
is of a dark colour, due to its being constantly exposed to smoke.
It originally came from Burma, and is reputed to be of great
aotiquity, An entirely fictitious value is, however, placed on
tLese beads, and tley are generally included in the marriage price
of well-to-do girls. The women also wear necklaces of coloured
beads, and they have a hideous habit of piercing and distending
the lobe of the ear until they can wear in it, a circular dis¢ from
two to three inches in diameter and three-quarters of an inch in




Marriage.

Birth,

The Chief
and his
powers.

48 CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS.

thickness. These discs are fashioned of ivory, wood, or even a
species of sospstone. They also wear brass girdles at the waist,
and ornament the hair with heavy brass hairpins, A man will
wear a tuft of‘goat's bair as a charm tied to a string round bis
veck. He will also indulge in necklaces made of shirt buttons,
and small cornelians attached to a piece of string as earrings.
Both sexes from infancy smoke incessantly. The men use a pipe
with the bowl fashioned from the root of a bamboo, and baving a
long bamboo stem, very similar to our long cherry-wood pipes.
He will ornament the bow! with delicate tracery work, and in-
variably set a pice-piece outside at the bottom of the bowl.

The women use a peculiar shaped pipe on the principle of the
hookah It is a bamboo root holiowed out, baving a clay bowl
mounted over it and a thin metal tube to draw the smoke through.
As they are inveterate smokers, the moisture settles at the bottom
of the bamboo root.  This liquid is carefully removed and stored
in a small hollowed-out gourd, and is looked upon as a very deli-
cate “pick-me-up.” To be requested to take a sip from one of
these is a mark of the very greatest respect and friendship. A
firm but courteous refusal is, however, advisable.

Marriage is, as a rule, confined within the limits of the tribe,
but there is nothing to prevent marriage with an ontsider.
The bride is invariably purchased, and the price, which is
geverally paid in kind, consists of such things as gunz, gaval,
amber beads, gongs, ete. The debt incurred for the bride is
allowed to go on for generations, and cases are not uncommon
where grandsons are burdened with the marriage debts contracted
by the grandfather. A man may also serve for his wife in her
father’s house.

When the first child is born it is invariably named by the
wife's family. Apy subsequent children can be named by the
husband or wife. Should thbe first child die at an age below six
months, its death is treated without any ceremony. The body is
put into au old earthenware pot and baried under the house. It
is believed that if any ceremony is observed or lamentation made,
the chances of obtaining a second child will be seriously prejudic-
ed. Should the second child die in the same way it is accorded
full burial rites.

The Chief is the recognised head of the village, and his word
is Jaw to the inbabitants. He settles all disputes that may arise,
and is supposed to lead them against their foes and be the geveral
dizpenser of justice. To assist him he has three or four headmen,
chosen by himself. These men form a council and are called by
tle Kuokis “ Kawnbul” and by us * Kérbéris” (men who manage
affairs, from the Benguli word Karbar). These men are supposed
to advise the Clief on all matters of State, and all negotiations
with foreigners are carried on through them. Every house in the
village contributes towards tle Chief’s maintenance. The head
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Karbari will give seven baskets of paddy, each basket weighing
fifty pounds. The second will give six baskets, the third five, and
the fourth four. The ordinary villagers will give obe basket for
each house, In addition he will Lave his private cultivation.
Beyond this nothing can be exacted from the villagers as a right,
but on all big occasions, such as marriages, deaths or the entertain-
ment of other chiefls or foreigners the villagers will contribute a
share, -

The Chief’s house is a refuge to all who choose to enter it.
They and their families then become slaves to the Clief, and he
in turn has to provide for their wants. All orphans and widows
witlrout any relatives go to the Chief and become bis slaves.
Those who have committed murder, theft or other crime can c¢laim
sanctuary in the Chief's bouse and become his slaves. A man
may also arsign bis posterity in certain cases to the Chief, and on
Lis death they become the Chief’s slaves. As an example A owes
I3 a certain sum on account of his marriage, but A will not pay it.
B then goes to the Chief and invokes hisaid. The Chief brings
pressure to bear on A and makes bim settle the debt. On B's
death his children become the slaves of the Chief, but his widow
can return to her own people.

The slavery is not of a gevere order. They are well treated,
nnd ehare it the Chief’s prosperity, and in return, they do all the
Lousehold duties and attend to his cultivation. Should a Chief
ill-treat his slaves they would run away and go tosome ollier
Clief, who woGld not TefGrn_them. slave™can purchase bis
freedomn by payiug the equivalent of one or two gyals, while girls
4t given in marriage for a similar price. A beauteouns female
slave generally becomes the Clhief’s concubine,

Widows are free to remarry anyone they like, but the widows
of Chiefs must remain single if they are to retain their position,
and should they marry they forfeit all rank,

Divorce is recognised ; but if a man abandoned his wife with-
out a cause, he is compelled to leave the Louse with enlya dao
and a cloth, and make Lis way afresh in the world. Nowadays a
civil court tries the case and awards monetary compensation,

The younger son succeeds to the parental home and the
largest share of the property. The eldest son then has his share,
and the remaining sons share whatever may be left.

The Kuki tribes are entirely nomadic. Fach village com-
munity hasWTCTain area of Lills, over which it possesses the
right to juin, with certain village sites. Thevillage will only
occupy a site until the surrounding lauds are exhausted for the
purposes of juming. The village is then moved to another site,
thus allowing the old land time to recover. Disputes over jum-~
ing areas were, and still are, fruitful sources of dissension. In
old days these were settled by the law of # might is right,” and
were consequently the cause of much bloodshed.
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The religion of the Kukis is wholly animistie, Their prin-
cipal endeavours are directed to propitiating the spirits of evil,
They recognise a future abode, where the spirits of the dead
rveside, and this is known as Mi-thi-khua or “the village of Dead
Men 7, but they have no idea how long they are to remain there
or what they are to do. The future world is divided into two
parts. In one are all who have died a natural death, happy, and
with no evil spirits to vex them, while in the other are those who
die a violent death, unavenged. They stay in this land of unrest
until vengeance is effected, and hence the prevalence of blood
feuds, -
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A Xumi tradition of the creation is as follows :—God made T4itions.
the world, the trees and creeping things first, and after that he The Creation.
set to work to make one man and one woman, forming their
bodies of clay; but each night on completion of his work, there
came a great snake, which, while God was sleeping, devoured the
two images. This bappened twice or thrice and God was at his
wits’ end for he had to work all day, and could not finish the pair
in less than 12 hours, besides, if he did not sleep, he would be no
good. If he were not obliged to sleep there would be no death,
nor would mankind be afflicted with illness. It is when he rests
that the snake carries us off to this day. At last God got up
early and made a dog first and put life into it, and that night,
when he had finished the images he set the dog to watch them,and
when the snake came the dog barked and frightened itaway. This
is the reason that when a man is dying his dogs begin to howl.

There are several traditions of a great flood that took place The Flood.
centuriesago:—

(1) There was a very great drought in the land, and the Chief
finally offered bis only daughter to any ome that could procure
rain, The Spirit of the Waters undertook the task, and was
successful.  Rain fell continuously for months and gradually
flooded the whole country, finally driving the inhabitants to take
refuge on the highest mountain. The unfortunate Chief could not
muke up bis mind to part with his beloved daughter : and still the
raio poured in torrents, and the rapidly rising_waters threatened
shortly to submerge their last refuge. Finally, the people took the
law into their own hands and flung the girl into the rising waters,
whereupon the rain ceased and the floods subsided for the Spirit of
the Waters was appeased,

(2) That there was a continuous rain for a long period, so that
the highest mountains were submerged and only two people sur-
vived; a brother and sister of royal birth. These were saved by
clinging to a large earthen liquor-pot. When the waters finally
subsided from the face of the earth, the couplé married, and made
themselves a rude habitation to live in: but they had to subsist on
roots and jungle fruits. One day the man found a pigeon flutter-
ing on the groand. e captured and took it home to his wile,
who killed it and was preparing it for food, when she discovered
that the bird's crop was full of maize and rice. This she carefully
preserved and planted in a small jum, and surprised Ler husband
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one day by producing a quantity of grain. This crop enabled
them to replenish the world with grain,

In early times there reigned a great King by name Baranasi.
He had seven wives, each of whom was blessed with a son to the
general satisfaction of the people. These seven sons were very
carefully brought up and received a good education. One day
dragons in the form of flying horses came and devoured the
mapgoes and other fruits in the King's garden. The King was
exceedingly angry, and ordered six of his sons to keep watch and
prevent the dragons from devouring the fruit. The brothers,
however, went away and played instead of keeping watch, and
during their absence the dragons came and ate more fruit. The
King reproved his sons and sent bis best beloved and youngest son
to watch. The boy gladly obeyed his father, and arming himself
with his bow and arrows for he was a great archer, commenced to
watch in the garden. Presently the dragons arrived and the
intrepid boy was abont to shoot when they besought him to spare
them, and he finally congented, after exacting a promise that they

~would hold themselves in readiness to come to his aid at once if

he ever summoned them. This they engaged to do, and the lad
then helped them to some fruit and sent them away. The King
was delighted at his beloved son’s success, and banished the other
brothers, but the youngest son would not stay alone, and followed
bis brothers into exile. The seven brothers journeyed afar, until
they came to a kingdom, the King of which possessed a most
beautiful daughter and no other children, This Princess, in
addition to being most beantiful, was extremely clever, and a very
skilful borsewoman, and she possessed the swiftest steed in the
world. Her father pressed her to marry so that he might get a
male heir, but she said she would only marry the man who could
defeat her horse in a race. The father had to be satisfied with
this, and issued a challenge to all the Princes far and wide to come
and compete for the band of his daughter. The fame of her great
beauty drew many competitors ;and amongst others the six brothers
determined to try and win her. They took no count of their
youngest brother, and left him behind in the forest to mind their
bouse. The youngest brother was sorrowing at being left behind
when he suddenly remembered the claim he had on the flying
horses, and he summoned one to come to him.. Immediately the
horse appeared beforé him, and mounting it, he was transported
to the spot where the Princes were about to race with the daugh-
ter of the King. Im the race the Princess easily defeated all
competitors with the exception of the youngest brother, who
outdistanced her on his flying steed. -As he was disguised he was
not recognised by his brothers, and after the race he was spiritgd
back to his house in the forest. All effort to find the winner was
in vain.

The six brothers on their return to the house boasted of their -
own riding, and said one of them would surely win the Princess.
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Races were held on six different occasions and each time a
mysterious stranger on a splendid steed defeated the Princess and
immediately vauished. At last the Princess fell sick with Jove
of the victor, and getting possession of his secret from a wizard
she traced the young Prince to the forest. There they mutually
exchanped their feelings of love and went back to the palace,
where the Princess introduced the victor as ber lover and husbanod.
The father was very delighted with the Prince and cheerfully
ratified the match and made him his beir. The six brothers in
the meantime bad returned to their house and missing their
youngest brother, searched for him in vain. Sorrowfully
they concluded that he had been waylaid and devoured by a tiger,
and prepare] to return to their own country. But the youngest
brother appesred and declared himself to them, and after feasting
them, he Joaded them with presents and rent them to fetch
Lis father, the King. On their return there was great rejoic-
' ing and the two Kings took the oath of friendship. On their
deaths the youngest son succeeded them and reigned over both
kingdoms,

Many years ngo a certain King was blessed with an only and
most beautiful daughter. The fame of her beauty was noised
abroad, and many young and noble Princes came from distant
lands to try and win her hand in marriage, The King, however,
loved his daughter so dearly that he could not make up his mind
to part with ber, and finally fixed on a practically impossible task
which must be accomplished belore his daughter’s hand could be
won in marriage. This task was to jump off a precipitous cliff
iuto the river and swim to the other side.

This terrible ordeal, however, did not deter the young gallants
from attempting it, and many perished, being either dushed to
pieces on the rocks or drowned. But eo surpassingly beantiful
was the girl that suitors, undeterred by the fate of their predecess
sors, still cume to attempt the impossible, One day a very hand-
gome young I'rince came to the King and claimed his right to
attept the ordeal, The King’s heart went out to the
beautiful lad, and his daughter at first sight fell desperately in
love with him. The King was very miserable at the thoughf of
the certain destruction that awaited the lad if be made the attempt,
and be did his utmost to persuade the young Prince to return to
his home; but he, bewitched with the dazzhing beauty of the
Princess, refused to listen to the King's advice. It was finally
gettled that the attempt should be made on the morrow, and all
retired to rest.- The King's sleep was very troubled, and in bis
dreams there appeared an old woman who came to his bedside and,
touching Lim, said : “ Why is your heart melted, and why does
the Princess, your daughter, even now weep and vow she will
destroy herself 7" Tle King told her all and besought Ler aid.
The old woman told Lim to get four stout pillows well stnffed
with cotton end bind them round the Prince’s body, and then
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give him an open umbrella and let him leap from the cliff: no
harm, she declared, would befall him. The old woman vanished
as suddenly as she had appeared. In the morning the King told
his daughter of the dream, and she went and confessed her love to
the young Prince and besought him, for her sake, to carry out the
instructions, which, after very great persuvasion, he consented to
do. Arrived at the appointed place he was attired as the direc-
tions of the dream required, and was given a large umbrella to
hold. The young Prince without hesitation took the dreadful
leap, and great was the astonishment of the crowd to see him
gently fall into the water and float across the river. The young
Prince was brought in triumph to the King, who, overjoyed at
his safety, at once bestowed on him his daughter’s band in marri-
age and appointed bim hLeir to the kingdom.

The cliff where this trial took place is called in the Chakma
language Jamai Maroni, or the bridegroom’s killing. It is situ-
ated at Chitmoron, on the Karnaphuli river, and now falls within
the Sitapabar forest reserve. :

King Cbaindra of Arakan whose palace was at Pathari-killa
suffered much from vertigo. He called in the medicine men who
after coosultation informed him that in a previous existence he
was a dog afflicted with hydrophobia that had been killed and the
head stuck on a branch of a tree in China, and that when the
wind swayed the branch he suffered the attack of vertigo; The
King taking with hir bis prime minister Thamegi, his astrologer
and many followers set forth by sea to find the tree. After a long
journey they reached the spot, felled the tree and smashing in
the dog’s skull threw the pieces into the water, The King then
commenced his homeward journey and after some days the seas
became rough, and seeking the cause from his astrologer he was
informed that he had carelessly expectorated after chewing pan
and betel, and that the red coloured expectoration had somehow
found its way to the nether world and there stained the white
robe of the princess of the nether world, who was so charmed with
the colour that she told her parents that nothing would satisfy
her but to marry the person whose saliva was of such a beautiful
tink. The parents in consequence were in pursuit of him and as
the roughness of the sea was due to this, he cautioned ‘the King
on no account to glance back or else fire wonld destroy him.
Unfortunately the cries of his followers prompted the King to
look back and a sudden rush of flame destroyed them all. The
prime minister who was ahead in anotber boat, escaped the

" calamity and returoed to the Queen and told her of her husband’s

fate. The Queen was very angry and accused him of having killed
the King with the object of marrying ber and thus gaining the
kingdom. -This so disturbed the prime minister that he left the
country with his followers and came and lived at Rajabili, on the
river Sylok, a tributary of the Karnaphuli in Tin-para (three vils
ages), whose settlers are still known as Tipperas. The minister
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had a younger brother named Tsakma, a rude and uncouth man,
who treated him with great disrespect. The elder brother once
more moved on and settled in the country pow called ill Tip-
pera and became the founder of the royal family. The younger
brother gradually grew in importance and was locally called
Tsakma Raja and became the founder of the Chakma tribe.

The lullabies used by the bill mothers to soothe their infants
are full of tenderness, while the love songs convey the pent-up
emolions in quaintly pretty pbrases, The similes may appear
somewhat crude to our civilised ideas ; but it must be remembered
that with these people they represent things in daily use and most
essential to the general welfare of the community. To deal proper-
ly with this ioteresting subject would require a separate volume
ag each tribe has its own store of folk-lore. The following are
typical examples of them :=

(1) A-kdQlé kold ghch oi kilé chhara na k4nis bibidhon
ghimj4 bhangiba gol4.

Oh infant mine ! thy body is smooth and tender as the yonng
plantain tree, sleep gently and do not cry; crying will but hurt
thy tender throat.

(2) Sonaro dhulonim ruparo dori na kénis b4bddhon ghdmj4

dhulo not pori.

Thy cradle is golden, with network of silver: let its beauty
delight thee, till, dazzled, thy eyes close and in sweet slumber
repose,

(3) Kérénjoo dhulnim keréds chak na khénis lakhs burg
ghimjei thak. Aloo kochoo mileiyé mathaidi dogoré
the billéiye,

Your cradle is made of a flowery design, and is finely woven
with “kerak” cane to make it beautiful and strong. So sleep
quietly my darling; for if you do mot, pussy who is
purring npear your head will scratch your soft and tender body,
which is more tender than boiled aloos and kochoos (yams).

(1) Ao pats thaloo re kishya pata myong no k4nig lakhi

bura oil dake dyong.

Your body is softer than the tender leaves of the yams ; if
pussy, whose claws are sharper than the leaves of the sugarcane,
shoul]d scratch you, you will be hurt my little darling, o sleep
quietly.

(5) Diru tali jariphil na kanis bsbidbon rimgum sarattin

ja bibe doi diba narekul,

As the physician gathers the jariphul” for his patients,
your father will also purchase and bring you 8 cocoanat from
Rangoon, 50 do not ery my baby darling, but sleep quietly.

(1) Masé kbdlo shilo khéi no délé toré mor chikan béi na

parong théi.

As the little fishes of the hill stream cannot live without
weeds that grow on the stones, I also love you so, my darling,
thiat I cannot live without seeing you. °

Lullabies,

Chakma love
songs,
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(2) Crés pakkhi tol chhei y4 sarido noparim to méi y4.

The birds may cease to fly on high, but you will always
possess my heart’s deep love.

(3) Chhors chhari beel haba jor hado psn khillik heel habo.

As the fishes delight when the streams and pools are full of
water, g0 will my heart delight if I can but receive a pan from
your dear hands. ,

(4) Banot dogorér haring sho joré no délé morimba,

If I donot see you I shall die, my darling, as the deer of
the forest that called and called for its mate till it died.

(5) Dingi kulémbi to ghatot mor ashal mil poran to hétat.

The bark of my soul is anchored at your ghat, my heart is
wholly yours, do with it as you please.

The love songs of the Maghs of which there are hundreds
are called © Kapya "; the following are examples of them more or
less literally translated : —

(1) From afar I see the waters of the Kynsa white in the

valley. '

What good have I from gazing on it.

Some other will bathe therein (All give the “ Hoia” or

Hill ery.)

From afar off gazing, I see a maiden.

White and fair is she. | .

What good bave I from looking on her.

Some more fortunate one will obtain her love.

(Grand “hoia.”)

(2) A flock of birds,

One bird only on & high tree sitting sall alone.

Of men, a crowd.

One man only, without a companion,

Has no happiness. '

In the days when the Chakma tribe lived in the valley of the
Matamuri river, there resided in one of the villages four young men
named Saradhan, Nilakdhan, Kunjadhan and Radhaman and also a
most beautiful girl called Dhanpati and her three fair companions,
Sarabi, Nilabi and Kunjabi. The girl Dhanpati was a general
favourite in the village, and there was great rivalry amongst the
four friends who sought to win her favour. One day wheun the
young girl3 were amusing themselves in the Youngsa stream,
they perceived some Bengalis of the plains coming along weeping

- and uttering lamentations. Dhanpati and her friends hastened

back to the village, and meetiog Saradhan, she entreated him to
go and enquire the cause of the Bengalis’ sorrow. This Saradhan
at once proceeded to do. They told him that they had been
cutting bawmboos a day’s journey up-stream, and that while at
work a most delicious scent had been wafted tothem by the breeze.
Moved with curiosity they tried to trace the marvellons fragrance
to its source, but after a fruitless search all but three gave up
the endeavour, The three, however, continued, and at last nn
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8 hill they ecpied a tree with silver branches laden with golden
blossoms, from which emanated the delicate perfume. The three
Bengalis hastened to possess themselves of some of the blossoms,
wlen suddenly a huge black tiger with a white staron its forehead
dashed out upon them, killing two of them. The third escaped
with difficulty and returned to their comrades, who then fled
together. The mep, they said, who had been slain were their
vear relations, and hence their sorrow.

Saradhan returned and acquainted Dhappati with the story,
but he Limself discredited the tale of the golden flowers, as he was
intimately ncquainted with the whole neighbourhood and Lad
never seen or beard of the existence of such atree. The news had
a strange effect on Dhanpati, who was seized with ap intense
craving to possess a branch of the tree with the golden blossoms.
She fretted in secret, and wasted slowly away with the intensity
of her desire. The physicians were called in, but their treatment
had not the slightest effect on the mysterious disease from which
the poor girl suffered. Her girl friends became alarmed at her
condition and besought her to confide in them, and finally she
told them of ber wild desire and said she would die if it were not
gratified. The girls went and told Dhanpati’s parents, who were
greatly grieved and tried to dissuade their daugbter from the
idea, but ell to no effect, and finally in desperation they proclaimed
that any one who could secure a branch with flowers from the
enchanted tree should marry Dhanpati. At the time most of the
youths were absent from the village, having gone to attend the
Chief’s court where the avnual display of archery, sword-play and
athletics was taking place. The youth Saradhan, however, was
in the village, and congratulating himself on the absence of his
rivals, immediately started off, confident in his powers of being
able tosecure the flowersand win the coveted prize. Armed
with a sword Le started on bis quest and reached the bamboo-
cutter's shed, and was searching for the tree when he was sur-
prised and slain by the black tiger. In the meantime the other
youths, with the exception of Radhaman, who had been detained
by the Chief returned to their village. Nilakdban at once deter-
mined to attempt to win Dhanpati as his bride, and stdrted in
quest of the golden flowers: but he also fell a prey to the black
ticzer. The news of these disasters reached Radhaman, who
obtained permission from the Chief to return to his village. (n
his arrival he at once announced his intention of fetching the
golden flowers, but the parents of Dhanpati besought him not
to attempt the task: but Radhaman refused to listen to reason.

Armed with his trosted sword and a spear Radhaman quietly
left the village, but he was no foolhardy person and determined
to proceed with the greatest caution. o when he reached the
bamboo-cutter's but Le quietly slept there, and the next morning Le
cautiously approached the spot by a circuitous route. Arrived in
the neighbourhood Le climbed s tree and perceived the enchanted

I
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tree with the black tiger asleep at the bottom. Radhaman then
quietly got down from the tree, and returned to his village
to concoct a’ scheme for further action. He went and saw Dhan-
pati and sssured her that he would certainly secure her the
flowers, and after- receiving her parents’ blessing he removed
himself to the court of the Chief, with whom he was a very great
favourite. They consulted together and the Chief caused a suit
to be manunfactured for Radhaman from the hide of the rhinoceros,
and also a8 shield from the same material. Radbaman now
determined to make the attempt to secure the flowers and went
to the bamboo-cutter's shed. Here he performed a puja to the
spirit of the forest as alsoto Mothiya, the goddess.who guards
against the attacks of tigers. - He then laid himself down to rest
for the night. He dreamtthat a woman of extraordinary beauty
came and sat by his side and said:“I am Mothiya, and am
pleased to accept your puja. Inow endow thee with all my
strength ; the tree you seek is an enchanted one, that has been
placed there by the King of the Genii to test your strength. .
Remember that you must on no account pluck the first fower
‘with your hand. It must be taken by means of a string made
from the hair of the maiden Dhanpati, who must accompany you
to the tree. You will find a squirrel to whom you will give the
string, and he will tie it to a flower and give the end to Dhanpati,
who will then pluck the first flower, after which you can gather
them freely. You will slay the tiger by the strength I have
given you: skin him and then cut off some flesh from each limb, -
Then take five flowers from the tree, light a fire and throw
the flesh and flowers into it. The tree and tiger remains will
vanish, and you will find Saradhan, Nilakdhan and the two Ben-
galis standing by your side.” -The lovely vision then disappeared.
In the morning Radhaman retuened to his village and told Dhan-
pati the dream and persuaded her to accompany him to the
"bamboo-cutter’s shed where they slept the night. In the morn-
ing they “made a string from some of Dhanpati’s hair, aod then
- started for the spot where the tree grew. When they neared the
. spot the black tiger charged down at Radhaman, but protected
by bis armour he in turn attacked and slew the brute with his
sword. They then approached the tree and Radhaman saw a
squirrel to whom he gave the string made from Dhanpati’s hair,
and commanded him to lower a flower from the tree to Dhanpati.
The squirrel obeyed, and then Dhanpati cut off several branches
laden with golden flowers. Radhaman then skinued the tiger,
cut some flesh from each limb, and lighting a fire flung it to-
gether with five flowers, into the flames. A dense cloud of smoke
immediately enveloped them, and when it had cleared away they
were standing in the forest with Saradhan and Nilakdhan and two
- Bengalis beside them. There was left nosign of the enchanted tree
or the dead tiger. They hastened black to their village where the
recovery of the missing men was celebrated with much feasting,
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snd Radbaman and Dhabopati were married amidst great and
general rejoicing, at which the Chief himself was present. At the
same time the friends Saradhan, Nilakdhan and Kunjadhan were
married to Sarabi, Nilabi, and Kunjabi, and great bappiness
reigoed in the village,
(1) It is given to the wisest man to make mistakes.
(2) Crow loudly#n your own village, but cluck as the hLen in
the village of another.
(3) Scorch the bottom of a new boat and beat a new wife,
(4) Tender grass suits aged cows; aged men seek young
wives,
(5) The fat sleep, the lean eat.
(6) A fool will fear death, the wise the hereafter.

Hill prove.rba.
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CHAPTER VIIL

PUBLIC HEALTH,

In the absence of any system of registering births and deaths
it is impossible to make any comparison of vital statistics.

Taken as a whole the health of the hill men of this district
is very good. .

The comparative absence of vice, especially in the villages of
the interior where the deteriorating influence of the plains men is
least felt, combived with the simple, bealthy, natural open-
air life which men, women and children lead, largely account for
this; another contributory factor may certainly be the compara-
tively later marrying age of the women. Moreover, the entire
abseuce of even a suggestion of over-crowding in the population
relieves this district of mauny diseases which if not owing their
genesis to this condition certainly owe their promulgation to it,
and obviously in the case of contagious diseases there is a natural
bar to their spread in the very inaccessibility and wide separation
of the villages.

~Famine too may be said to be practically unknown, certainly
severe famine does not visit and harass these parts, and that must
operate forcibly in maintaining the patural powers of resistance to
disease.

Plague with its decimating band has npever been known in
the Hill Tracts, and fortunately the conditions in which the

eople live at present would militate largely against its gaining
o foothold here. Diphtheria, and pneumonia (pneumococcal) too
are probubly unknown.

The principal diseases are worrms, especially round worms,

malarial fever with its concomitant splenic enlargement, skin

diseases, especially Ringworm (Tinea Imbricata) and Ttch
(scabies), and digestive disturbaunces.

One interesting feature is the marked prevalence of joint
pains coupled with the almost entire absence of rheumatic fever
or acute rheumatism. These joint pains are probably rheumatic
affections in many cases, but are very often the result of the
presence of worms and other intestinal troubles, This in its
turn is not remarkable as nearly every conceivable animal, reptile
and many strange plants find a place in the menu of one or other
of the various tribes represented, and almost the whole community
will eat dried fish, imperfectly cured and very often rotten, as
well as the most indifferent pork in very large quactities. As
in many other parts of India appendicitis is extremely rare, and
stone not by any means common. There is leprosy certaiuly,-
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but in no marked disproportion. Cataract and other eye diseases
are not at all prevalent in the district; this forms a refreshing
contrast to the markedly cataractous districts of India. Unfor-
tuoately quite 8 number of people, especially children, lose their
eyesight merely from neglected simple ulcers of the eye.

" Small pox and cholera are by no means pronounced and are
probably almost always introduced by the tavelling Bengali traders.

Goitre occurs sporadically in certain districts but its distri-
bution has not yet been worked out.

Malignant diseases of all sorts are conepicuously absent.

As a corollary of what was said asto rheumatism, heart
disease is very seldom diagnosed, and cborea is not described as
occurring here.

Tuoberculosis in its varied manifestation, as fortunately
venereal diseases are also, on the whole, refreshingly uncommon.

Measles and whooping cough and mumps seem to occur
fairly frequently in epidemic forms, The census returns would
seem to indicate a rather high percentage of insanity, but probably
this is due to classing other mental troubles such as epilepsy in
this gronp, and also to a somewhat loose use of the term “ mad ",

All the hill tribes possess a certain knowledge of useful drugs Indigenous
to be extracted from the jungle produce of the district. The drugsand
Chakmas especially have studied the matter fully and their "8V
pharmacology is considerable. As a rule, however, cure qf.the
ordinary ailments is Jeft to Nature, and in aggravated cases pujas
or exorcisms are performed. Ope drug the value of which the
hillman thoroughly appreciates is santonine for worms, and great
demands are made for a supply of the medicine from the different
hospitals, The bill people bear surgical operations with great
fortitude and make wonderful rallies from the most trying and
difficult operations. They attempt to heal fractures amongst
themselves with gplints, but the results are uspally terrible mal-
formations. There are several systems of cupping in force: the
most common is that of wet cupping, when the affected part.is
moistened with water or even spittle and several fine cuts made with
sowe sharp instrument; a piece of bamboo or horn with a hole
inthe end is then applied and the air exhausted by sucking through
the bole; a piece of moistened clay is then applied to the hole,
and the cup is left on the affected part for some time ; on removal
an ounce of blood will have been drawn away. This system is a
favourite one for local inflammation and contasions, and is really
very effective. DBleeding from wounds is stopped by burnt rag
mixed with chewed doob-grass made up into a plaster and tied
on the wounds with a strip of eloth ; pig's fat is applied to wounds
and burns; the fat of the tiger and a portion of its liver, the gall
bag of the python, the testicles of the otter, the powdered horn
of the rhinoceros are all held to be potent drags with marvellous
healing properties in cases of impotency, barrenness and hysteria.
The hill people, like the men of the plains of India, have a great
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belief in the power of the labial hairs of the greater felines; in
powder or in ash they are said to contain the most powerful philtre
known, aud a pinch in the possession of a gallant can captivate the
most obdurate maiden, or, in that of a beauty, bring any gallantto
her feet. There is a plant called “ biji cholya ” the leaves of which
have a medicinal property ; one side applied to a wound acts as s
stimulant and irritant, cleaning the wound, the other side is then
applied and has a most soothing and healing effect. In the case
of snake bile the wound is cut and tight ligatores are applied
to the limb, but no moderation is exercised in the application
of the ligatare. Tt is left on so long that much harm is done, and
fatal results not infrequently follow. The remedy is often worse
than the disesse, for they have got very slight knowledge of the
different kinds of snakes, and the same remedy is applied to all
bites from both poisonous and non-poisonous snakes.

Their treatment of abscesses is very crude and either a
skewer made red hot is plunged into the midst of it, or a piece of
a broken bottle with a sharp edge is selected for cutting into it.
They have some very potent medicines which they firmly believe
will produce pus and some of these drastic measures convert most
ordinary skin diseases and ulcers into sores which almost assume
a malignant character. One of the most disastrons mistakes they
muke 1s to seal up wounds with ote of their trusty jungle plant
preparations and instead of encouraging evacuation and drainage,
render both impossible, :

Side by side with many excellent ideas and practices the
peoples of the Hill Tracts infringe many of the most obvious laws
of health, and needless to say the chain of health and well-being
often snaps at its weakest link. Almost without exception the site
of a village is chosen with reference to high ground which secures
natural drainage. An eye is kept too upon the proximity of a
good water-supply and for the most part this is drawn from the
main rivers or the mountain streams and is upon the whole
excellent,

Mention has already been made of the well-raised houses
with very open-work walls, and where the domestic waste water
and refuse from meals, and worse, not all or most of it allowed
to fall through holes in the floor, it would be difficult to conceive
of much healthier houses.

The ckain of sanitation is however here strengthened in many
villages by the presence of the pig, dog and poultry who act as
gcavengers.

The hill man bas a most morbid dread of cholera which hasled
him in the past to invent a most rigid system of isolation. In
any village in which cholera arises a3 well as in the nelghbourmg
villages a bamboo frame work representing a barrier is erected
on the main path leading to the houses.

The Maghs go still further in their precautionary measures
running a cotton thread right round the outside of the village,

/s
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sod for four days nooutsider may enterit. A villager may go
out to Lis daily task but must return at nightfall. During these
four days of segregation nothing can be slaughtered nor is it per-
missible to introduce any flesh from ountside. Those going to
bathe must not take off any of their clothes, but enter the wuter
85 they are, and only change their raiment after the bath. In
addition to this, the superstitious worship of Rignar, the goddess of
chiolera, whom the Maghs fear, dictates that prayers written on
strips of paper and on cloth streamers should be bung up at each
corner of the village, which serve as additional warnings and pro-
hibitions to outsiders,

The companion picture to this however is that they will not
burn the body of & patient who dies from cholera, but bury him,
and after the body has been in earth for weeks or months they do
not hesitate to exhume and burn it without the slightest thought
that there may be in it a trace of the disease they fear,

Another disease about which they are very strict is leprosy,
end their rule is to keep a suspect or a proved case by himself in
8 house near to or adjoinivg the main house. The patient is fed
from the family store, but his eating utensils and clothes are kept
separate,

A regular «ystem of conservancy is maintained at Rangamati,
but nowhere else in the Hill Tracts at present.

The medical aid of this district consists of hospitals at Ran- Medical
gamati and Bandarban and charitable dispensaries at Rangamati, lostitution.
Barkal, Manikseri, Mahalcheri, Lama and Chandraghona. In
addition to the Medical Mission hospital in course of construction
8t Chandraghona, proposals to open charitable dispensaries on the
Pheni and Kasslong rivers have just been sanctioned by Govern-
ment. The medical staff consists of a Civil Surgeon in charge of
the District and a Civil Hospital Assistant at each of the dispen-
saries, with compounders in some of the dispensaries, and the
usual menial establishment io all. The hospital at Rangamati is
a fine airy building, well equipped with medicines and surgical in-
etruments. The dispensaries are primarily intended for outdoor
relief, but accommodation has been rupplied in the event of any
serious case being brought in. In 1902 there were hospitals at
Rangamati and Bandarban only to meet the requirements of the
whole district.  The charitable dispensuries have since been opened
and medical aid has been brought within reach of the greater aum-
ber of the inhabitants of the district. That this great boon is being
duly appreciated is shown by » comparison of the figures. In the
year 1902 the total number of patients in receipt of medical aid
amounted to 11,477 while the returns of 1907 show 35,602 from
the Government hospitals, and 12,626 by the Medical Mission at
Chapdraghona. Of tle Gorernment cases 12,943 were plains-men,
974 plains-women and 1,620 plains-children: while 12,101 Lill men,
2,882 hLill women and 5,082 children were also treated ; these
figures are very reassuring and give conclusive proof that the
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inhabitants are at last appreciating the benefit of medical treat-
ment. The hill people have been in past years very averse to
coming in for medical treatment and in most cases prefer their

‘own treatmeut. This is in no way due to dislike or fear of our

treatment, but to the great inconvenience of coming in and
being treated at our hospitals, and they will as a rule only resort to
our aid when the disease is in an advanced stage, thus minimising
very materially the chances of successful treatment. To convey
8 serious case to hospital entails a very considerable amount of
inconvenience and derangement of the daily routine to a hill
family. Apart from the actual conveyance of the patient, it is
necessary to depute persons to attend and minister to his wants,
also to bring in the necessary food supplies. All this entails much
hardship to the family, and acts as a strong deterrent in all but the
most serious cases. Endeavour is made to cope with this diffi-
culty by providing accommodation for in-door patients at the
dispensaries, and by monetary assistance to meet the food require-
ments. The medical budget of the district amounts to Rs. 16,284 per
annum, and in addition Government allows three thousand rupees
for vaccination. This is conducted annually throughout the bills
in the cold weather months and some twenty per cent of the popula-
tion are protected annually. This work is carried on under greab
disadvantages, the extreme distances and difficulty of transport,
combined with the smallness of village hamlets and the scattered
character of the population, render the work of the vaccinatiog
staff exceedingly arduous. The people themselves have not the
slightest objection to the process, and look on it as & Government
order which must be complied with.

Special mention mwust here he made of the dispensary at
Cbandraghona which was erected in the year 1907 by the London
Baptist Mission at a cost of about Rs. 5,000, Rs. 1,500 of which
sum was & Government grant. Both this and the masonry hos-
pital which is now in course of erection are mementos of the
munificence of the late Mr. Robert Arthington of Leeds who left
a generous sum of money for the prosecution of Mission work for
the most part amongst unevangelized aborigines.

Goverment has given the Society permission to call tbe
Dispensary ¢ The Hutchison” as a tribute to the sympathy
which the Superintendent of the Hill Tracts has always shown in
the Society’s operations and notably in the establishment of the
Medical Mission centre in Chandraghona.

The hospital whose walls are now rising will be called “ The
Arthington.”* It basa fine position, commanding, as it does, a
full view of the Karnaphuli, and lying sufficiently far back from
the main road in the spacious plot granted for its erection. It

will accommodate from thirty to forty patients and should be a
great acquisition to the medical aid tendered to the people of
this district.

* The Arthington Hospital was duly opened by Sir Lancelot Harg, the
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province, on January 27th, 1909
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CIIAPTER VIIL

AGRICULTTRE AND FORESTS.

The District may roughly be divided into two tracts, the General
acricultural conditions of which are widely different. The whole conditions.
of the eastern and western portions are occupied by ranges’of hills
suitable only for cultivation by Juminz; the southern, central
and northern portions bave very considerable areas suitable for
plough cultivation and capable of sustaining a numerous popula-
tion. The natural features of the greater portion of the District
render the nomadic culture of Juming the only feasible method
for the majority of the iubabitants. )

Sand is the basis of all the soil formation of the bills. The Soil-
sand i3 mixed with rich loam and is of & very light texture, very
favourable to the method of cultivation in vogue. The absence
of any stone renders the system of cultivation by terraces impossi-
ble. In the valleys tbe soil consists of a rich vegetable mould
carried down from the hills in the rains, periodically fertilized by
fresh deposits of silt from the flooded water courses. In the
months of January and February a convenient piece of forest land Juming
is fised upon, preference being given to a hillside covered with
bamboo, The bamboos are cut and the smaller trees are felled ;
but large trees are only denuded of their lower branches. The cut
Jum is then allowed to dry in the sun and in April it is fired. If
it has been thoroughly dried and no rain has fallen since the Jum
was cut, the firing reduces all but the Jarge forest trees to ashes,
and burns the soil to the depth of an inch or two; the ground is
tlien cleared of charred logs and debris and nothing remains but to
await the approach of rain.  As soon as heavy rain falls and satu-
rates the ground, sowing commences and the Jum is planted with
mixed seeds of rice, cotton, melons, cucumbers, pumpkins, vams,

T or sesamum, and Indign corn.  The sowing gs very primitive,
the seeds are all mixeﬁhet, and the sower with Lis duo or
chiopper makes a small Lole in the ground and drops in the mixed
seed, Tle Indian corn ripens about the middle of July, the
melons, vegetables and rice are harvested in September and
October and the sesamum and cotton in November and December.
Tlis method of cultivation entails great labour and incessant
care, for the young plants have to be kept weeded constantly and
ns they come to muturity have to be guarded against the depreda-
tions of wild pigs, deer, monkeys, parrots and rats, TLe latter are
particularly destructive, €0 much so that there Lave been occa-
sions when the whole crop has been devoured by auinvasion of

K
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field rats. From a successful Jum the results are phenomena) ag
much as 80 maonds of paddy in return 57 068 manad sown, but
tmmﬂ “Thé Tesults, however,
are precarious and the system tsawastefdl one, for a Jum cannot
be cultivated two years in succession and the land takes from 7 to
10 years to recover. ThLe men ooly, working together, cut the
Jum for the whole village, the women and children are responsible
for the weeding, tending and harvesting,

There seems in past years to have been an unaccountable
aversion on the part of the authorities to Juming and this bas
been a great deal due to misconception of the actuul facts at issue.
Captain Lewin writesin 1872, with reference to the Jum tax:—

“We are undoubtedly entitled either to revise or enhance
the present capitation tax (Jum) settlements. This has been the
conclusion to which all officers have arrived who have reported on
this subject ; but I strongly dissuade Government from any such
proceeding. The Jum tax should not be regarded as a possible
source of revenue to us, but, on the contrary, should be regarded
as an illegitimate and injurious source of revenue which by every
means in our power we should endeavour to eliminate from our
revenue roll. Our object should be to put a stop to Jum culture
and induce the people to settle and cultivate by the plough, mak-
ing land revenue the basis of our district settlement.” 1t is diffi~
cult to understand how Captain Lewin formed this opinion, and
it can only be conjectured that little was known at the time of
the vast area of the district, or of the number of its in-
babitants, and that the Census figures of 1872, namely, 63,052
were the basis of this calculation, The population at the 1901

census is 124,762; of this total 35,907 males and 30,332 females

with 43,121 dependants, a total of 109,360 are returned as exist-
ing entirely by Juming.” The plough cultivators With their
epemtants are retarned at 11,000 and a considerable number of
these are plains men. The latter figures show the progress of 25
years since Captain Lewin wrote and emphasize the permanent
hold of Jum cultivation on the people. Apart from the fact that
a lurge proportion of the population will alweys Jum, it is doubt-
ful if lands suitable for the cultivation of rice are available on
which to settle the population. There is certainly a very great
amount of land that can be reclaimed, but this need not necessar-~
ily be suitable for rice cultivation. Of the acreage reclaimed at
present only 60 per cent grows rice, the rest various cold weather
crops of which mustard and pulses are the principal. The objec-
tion to Juming are (1) the waste of forest produce; (2) the ten-
dency to encourage the nomadic habits of the Hill Tracts. The -
value of forest produce depends entirely on the facilities available
for removing the sawe from its site and placing it on the market.
In the Chittagong Hill Tracts this cac only be done by means of
the existing waterways. The extreme hilliness of the district and
its intersection by numberless small streams and the sandy nature
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of the soil, render the coastruction of cart roads extremely difi-

cult and in cost prohibitive. Wheeled traffic_is therefore an

impossibjlity and allmgg@@m

e&mﬂ\{)&’umﬂn‘iﬁl&ve. rovernment has reserved over
e area 0

one-fourth of e district as closed forests in which no
cultivation is allowed; these are situated on the principal water-
ways and are in themselves more than sufficient to meet the
requirements of trade. If juming were abandoned the hills of the
interior would lie idle, instead of as at present supplying food and
valuable produces for eale to the inhabitants of the District and
being as well a source of considerable revenue to Government.
The hills are covered for the most part with bamboo forest, and
this is always selected by preference for juming. The bamboo
has a great recuperative power and in seven years the land jumed
is ready for rejuming, Where the forest is jumed, the damage
dmyma?rlﬂﬂ?‘:nd recovery as tree forest is practically
impassible, but it will develope into bumboo forest aud thus again
meet the requirements of juming, though the period to elapse will
estend to ten years, Aund consider the advantage to the hillmen,
In an ordinary year he will secure an ample supply of rice for his
own requirements and a surplus for eale, in addition to yams,
pumpkins, melons, chillies and Indian corn to vary his diet and
for barter. e will get enough cotton to supply all the house-
hold requirements, and in addition have plenty over to sell, the
price of which added to the sale price of his sesamnm crop will
give him the wherewithal to lay in a supply of necessaries and to
purchase ornaments, To secure these benefita he need not pay
more than four rupees per annum as rent, Apart from the value of
the food supply, we must consider what a valuable asset the cotton
crop is. During the season 1906-07 no less than 133,385 maunds
of cotton were exported, the average price of which, uncleaned,
may be taken as rupees seven per maund, which makes the value of
the erop Rs. 9,33,695, for this reason alone it would be uowise to
stop juming.* As regards the supposed tendency to encourage the
pomadie habits of the hill tribes the great majority of the
villages in the District are permanent and have occupied their
preseut site for a great number of years. Banderban, for instance,
is the largest of the hill villages, and its population is entirely
Jumiya, but it has occupied its present site for more than eighty
years and there isno prospect of its moving. The same may he
said of all the principal villages whether Chakma or Magh. The
Jumiya will invariably retarn to his village immediately the
juming season is over, even thongh he may have to go a consider-
able distance involving a jouruey of two or three days to reach his
Juming lands. The percentage of cultivation in a jum is 75 per
cent rice, 20 per cent cotton and sesamum, and 5 per cent other
crops, The price of rice varies between 8 seers and 14 seers per
rupee according to the season.

* The cotton exported in 190703, amounted to no lesd tian 2,000
m4unds, sl an average perice of rupees 61X per maund,
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There are several varieties of paddy sown in the jum, the
following are the best known :—Gelong and Rangi and Koborak,
red husk with white rice, these three varieties are the first harvest-
ed early in Septeraber. Boro Badoia and Gelangdo, big white
grain but coarse flavour, barvested at the end of September j Taki
and Kamrang of four varieties, the best rice grown, white with
very fine and clear grain harvested in October. Binnie of which
there are several varieties, the best being Singer Binnie, a fine white
rice with a very sweet flavour. This rice when cooked is extremely
glutinous and sweet to the taste. It is cooked entirely by steam-
ing and is eaten with milk and sugar, or made into cakes and
sweetmeats., There is also a grain called Kangain a millet, this

" grain is sold principally to the plains people, who use it as an

Indian corn.

Sesamum,

invalid diet in the place of sago. Several varieties of maize are
grown, the best are Bhoja, Makai and Binnie. Makai, succulent
varieties that are barvested in August and September respectively.
Til or Sesamum, tbe white variety, called locally Dhobgossia, is
most generally grown, This crop is entirely for export and is

~ bought largely by Bengalis and exported to Burmah where the oil

‘Cotton.

is extracted and used for culinary purposes to adulterate mustard
oil. There is only one variety of cotton in general use which is

" called Suta. The cotton isa pure white with short staple. In

Vegetables.

Harvesting.

Conat
cuitivation.
(A Ve

Farly
history.

recent years the market has almost doubled and what was formerly
procurable at rupees four per maund now commands rupees
seven. This cotton is used prineipally for mixture with certain
woollen fabrics in Europe. The seed has a market value of one
rupee & maund, and crushed into a cake is used to feed cattle.
Every endeavour should be made to introduce a better, or improve
the present, staple, and only perseverance is required to place the
cotton of the Hill Tracts on a very high commercial footing.
Varieties of pumpkins, melons, cucumbers, and yams all ind a
place in the jum and are sold in the Jocal bazaar or to floating
traders. There is an enormous variety of yam of circular shape
called “Olkoocho,” they reach s maund in weight. Chillies,
brinjals, bhindi or Jadys’ finger, and varieties of spinach are grown
for bome consumption only, '

Rice is harvested with a small sickle, the heads only are cut
off and thrown into a basket elung over the left shoulder of the
reaper, It isthen taken to the jum house, where the grain is
taken out of the ear. The straw is abandoned in the jum. The
paddy is carried to the village and stored away in granaries.

In January 1869 on the recommendation of the Commissioner
Lord Ulick Browne, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, sanctioned
a sum of Rs. 38,000 as advances to families willing to commence
plough cultivation. The advance was to be at the rate of rupees
thirty for each family, and the Lieutenant-Governor in granting
this expenditure expressed an opinion that the experiment was
worth trying.  If successful, it would be attended with very
important results, and essentially change the whole system of
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cultivation and mode of life of the hill people, In the early part
of 1872 the Deputy Commisrioner reported that, since the intro-
duction of the scheme advances to the extent of Rs. 1,140 had
been made to 38 families whilst nothing had been recovered and
only 120 acres bad been brought under cultivation. This officer
was of the opinion that plough cultivation had not found favour
with the hillmen, andin his opinion the Commissioner concurred.
In June of the skame year a change would appear to bave taken
place in the feelings with which plough cultivation was regarded
by the hill people and Ra. 21,000 were given out in advances,
The following year ranction was asked for further advances to
the amount of Rs. 25,000, to this however assent was refused. The
results ohtained were practically ail, the authorities attributed the
failure to the opposition of the Chief and his diwan; but it is
more prohahle that the scheme did not receive sufficient attention
in detail, and the people were not ready for the innovation. This
venture proved a complete failure and only a small portion of the
advauces was recovered, Gradually the Chiefs and more import-
ant people grasped the advantages of plongh cultivation, leases
were taken out and lands commenced to come under cultivation.
In 1900 there were 11,000 acres under plough and the Govern-
ment revenue was Rs, 14,000,

Tn 1903-06 the sum of Rs, 5,000 was ranctioned by Govern-
ment to he given out as agricultural loans to the people for the
purchase of huffaloes for ploughing, rupees eighty was fixed as the
1T ol (he loan 10 & Tamily, as repréXentiig_ the average cost of a
pair of male huffaloes which alone are of any use for purposes of
plough in the District. The loan was repavable in two years at 61
per cent per annum. . In 1906-07 a sum of rupees 18,000, and
duriny 1907-08 Rs. 15,000 further was sanctioned. The limit of
the loan was raised to one hundred rupees owing to the rise in
price of buffaloes and the period of repayment extended to three
years. The whole of the amount advauced in 1905-06 Lias been
recovered, and the repayment of the instalments of the 1906-07
loans are up to date. This generous policy is bound to prove
most beneficial and the progress is alrealy most marked. The
area under plough in 1908 has rizen to 20,000 acres and the
revenne to Ra 33,000, In addition to the agricultural loans
Government hasin the last two years sanctioned no less than
twelve thousand rupees for land improvement loans, which are
given for the purpose of draining swamps, and irrigation hy the
means of dams across the small streams and distribution of the
water hy channels over the cultivated area, thus securing an early
“Aus” crop.

There are two rice crops grown in the vear. The dusor
early crop and the s en or winter crop. The dus issown in

- April on lands where artificial irrigation from streams is available
or in marshy and swampy gcround. It is generally sown first in
curzeries and transplanted fifteen days after germination. Occa-

Agricultural
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Eurly rice.
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sionally it is scattered broadcast. This crop is harvested in July.
The principal crop is the Aman. It is sown broadeast after the
commencement of the raiusin July on lands selected for seed
nurseries which have been ploughed three or four times. After a
month and when the young plants are about a foot high, they are
transplanted, in bunches of 8 or 10 plants in low, and 5 or 6 in
high, Jands into flooded fields which have been reploughed till the
whole surface is liquid mud, the seedlings being placed some three
to four inches apart. The plant is then left to nature and
harvesting begins early in December and may be carried into
January. There is no weeding between transplantation and harvest-
ing and the principul care is te guard the crop day and night from
the ravages of birds and beasts.

The Rabi crop is a most important one and the ploughing
commences in October, Mustard aund pulses-such as Mung Dal
are sown in November, and tobacco, chillies, radishes, egg plant or
brinjdl, ladies’ finger, and yams are cultivated up to the end of
Jaouary, all rabi crops are off the ground by April. The cultiva-
tion of sugarcane recently started shows considerable progress and
gives promise of considerable expansion. Pdn cultivation is also
of recent date and has proved exceedingly remunerative in the
neighbourhood of Rangamati. Most excellent tobacco is grown on
the river banks during the winter months, and that grown in the
Matamuri valley has a great reputation. The erop is principally
for home consumption but a certain amount is exported. There is
a small tea estate worked by a native at Waggasera on the Karna-
phuli. There are only fifty acres under tea. ,

The cultivated fruits are plaintaio, jack, mango, litchi,
lemons, oranges, pineapples, guavas, custard apple, melon, water
melon and bael, '

The chillie is the favourite cosdiment, ginger, turmeric,
coriander and aniseed are also grown.

The lands for the mustard crop are heavily manured, the
ordinary custom is to tether buffaloes and cattle for the night over
the ground for some time before cultivation. Cowdungis collected
through the year and spread over Rabi ground. In the cultivation
of the country yam or potato straw is spread over the ridges to
protect the seed from the sun and to check the growth of weeds.

The dao or chopper is common to all the tribes. It basa
blade about sizxteen inches in length, the end ia about three inches
in breadth and the blade tapersto a point at the haft. It is
sharpened on one side only, and is made to suit right and left
banded persons separately. The blade is set in a handle of wood,
a bamhoo root makes the best handle of all. The manufacture of
daos is entirely in the hands of foreign blacksmiths. The very
best blades are made by the Monghyr blacksmiths, of whom sev-
eral come annually to the district, tempted by the large profits to
be made. Sylhet blacksmiths also compete in this trade, and
parties of Lushais come many days’ march from their own villages
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to the bazaars in the District in the cold weather to purchase a
supply for the village. The hlades are made out of bar iron which
is bought for four or five rupees a maund; a seer will make two
blades which sell for ten annas each, so there isa very considerable
profit in the maoufacture, The value of the dao to the hillman
18 priceless, and it is used for every conceivable purpose—to cut
the jum, and with the broad end to dibble in the seeds at sowing
time; to weed the jum, cut posts and prepare bamboo matting for
the walls of his Louse, to strip cane slips to fasten down the roof,
slaughter animals and kill poultry ; beld under the foot in asitting
porition to slice up fish, meat or vegetables, and as a weapon of
offence and defepce. Another implement used by the hillmen and
manufactured by these blacksmiths is the aze head. This is about
nine inches io length and the cutting surface is two inches in
breadth ; the iustrument tapers to a blunt head, is fitted into a
long haodle, and can be used lengthways as ab axe aud breadth-
ways as an ndze fastening into the same bandle. The small sickle
used in Larvesting completes the implements in use by the hillmen.
In plough cultivation the usual implements of the plains are
utilised.

The grazing throughout the District is excellent and the
cattle though small are in good condition. The cow gives but
little milk and averages a seer daily, while the cost of a cow on
the average is Rs, 20.

Butfuloes are plentiful and are of a fine type. The males
alone are used for agricultural purposes, as work in the field
interferes with the females breeding. The hillman formerly
viewed milk with the greatest aversion aud never troubled to draw
it off. Now a days the milk is drawn, made into card and sold
to traders, and milk is actually coming into general use among
the people themselves. A female buffalo gives two seers of milk
and is priced at Rs. 50.

The pigs are of an excellent black breed, short and very
sturdy, they are most carefully tended and regularly fed ; the
average price of a good pig is Rs. 15.

Gouts ere common, the males being used for sacrificial par-
poses. Sbeep are to be met with in the north of the District.

Al Lillmen keep dogs, the breed is a nice one somewhat
resembling the chow dog ; they are good sporting and watch dogs,

The domestic fowl is kept by all; it figures 8s 8 principal in
most sacrifices and feasts, Ducks and geese are rare owing to
their straying proclivities on the rivers and streams A few
pigeous also are kept,

The Chittagong Forest Division, comprising mot only the
Hill Tracts reserves, but also those in the Collectorate or
Regulation District of Chittagong, is in charge of a Deputy
Courervator of Forests, acting under the direction and alvice
of the Conservator of Forests, His headquarters formerly at
Rangamati Lave been woved in recent years to Chittagong.

Grazing and
domestic
aniwmals,

Poultry.

Forests,



72 CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS.

The forest ranges are in charge of foresters, assisted by forest
guards.

The cost of maintenance of the subordinate establishment
in the Hill Tracts, for the purpose of supervision over the ranges,
amounts annually to Rs. 2,712, Owing toj the fact that the
expenditure of the Division is devoted to the measures required
for the collection of tolls on the forest produce extracted from the
unclassed State forests of the Hill Tracts as well as to the admin-
istration of the reserves in the Hill Tracts and Collectorate, no
separation of the actual expenditure on the reserve of the Hill
Tracts ig possible.

The Government reserve forests are as follows :—

Area.
i Stuare miles.
(1) Easalong, on the river of the same name, an important

tributary of the Karnaphuli river e 736

(2) Rainkhyong, on the river of the same name, also an im-
portant tributary of the Karnaphuli river ... e 213
(3) Sangu on the Sangu river s 145
() Sitapahar on the Karnaphuli river 11
(5) Matamuri on the Matamuri river .., 251
Total area o 1,336

The dates of the formation of the above reserves are :—

(1) Matamuri - v _vov Ist December 1880,
(2) Kasalong wo lst March 1881,

13) Sangu oo 6th May 1981,

(4) Rainkhyong e v 15th March 1882,
(5) Sitapahar o e 1st April 1883.

A proposal to reduce the area of the Kasalong reserve by
disafforesting the Miani valley is under the consideration of the
Government of India. If sanctioned the total area under reserve
will be reduced by about 300 square miles.

The first four ranges are allowed to restock themselves by
natural reproduction. The last named Sitapahar besides replenish-
ment by thisagenty, which is quite sufficient, unassisted in the case
of bamboo (of which the reserve mainly consists), was partially
restocked by artificial reproduction up to October 1897, when the
great cyolone of that year destroyed the plantations. Since 1897
po further expenditure has been lavished on this system of re-
restocking. No 'cultivation is allowed within the area of forest
reserve. The revenue derived {rom the licenses to remove forest
produce and the tolls is very considerable, and amounted in
1906-07 to Rs. 94,085. The following are some of the better
koown trees and their uses,

Chalta=-Dillenia indica, tall evergreen tree, wood hard,
used locally for posts;the fruit is large, suc-
culent and edible.

Champak—DMichelia champaca, ever green tree, wood used

for planking, furniture and house posts. The
seeds are used medicinally.
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Chaulmugra—Taraktogenos Kurzii, a large tree, the seeds
yield the *Chaulmugra oil” of com-*
merce, used for skin disease ; a tree will
yield some fifty pounds of seed.

Eamdeb—Calophyllum polyanthum, used for boat making

and railway sleepers,

Nogeswar—Mesua ferrea, used in making posts for houses,
also railway sleepers. Kheong Ghars or tem-
ples are made from this wood. It flowers in
April, and the flowers have a most beautiful
scent ; these are much appreciated by hill folk
end are worn in the hair and behind the ears.

Clilanwmi—~Schima Wallichii, large evergreen tree, used for
planks, plough shares and canoes.

Simal—Bombax malabaricum, the cotton tree, wood soft
and white, used for packing cases and tea boxes,
The cotton floss or kapok of the seeds is used to
stuff mattresses and pillows.

Udul—Stercula villosa, very soft wood, the bark yields a
strong fibre used for making rope by the hillmen,

N Bhadi—Garuga pinnpata, a large deciduous tree, used

for furnjture ; the fruit is edible,

Pitraj—Awmoora rohituka, evergreen tree, hard wood, makes
good boats ; the seed yields a lamp oil.

Chlickrassi—Chickrassia tabularis, a large tree, good for

boats and furniture ; the bark is an astringent
and the Howers yield a red dye.

Tun—Cedrela toona, soft wood, used for furniture, door

panels, tea boxes, and planking.

Kusum—Schleichera trijugs, large deciduous tree, wood

very bard indeed, used for oil and sugar mills,
rice pounders, agricultural implementsand carts,
The burnt ash of this wood is nsed for dyeing
purposes. The fruit resembling & green goose-,
berry in shape is extremely acid, the hillmen
eat them with zest when on long marches or out
on shikar, The seed yields a most fragrant oil.
These two trees of the

Telsur—Drimycarpus racemosns ) Anacardiaceae are among

Doilsur—Swintonia foribunda the most valnable timber

found in the Hill Tracts.

They grow to a great height with large girth end make ex-

cellent boats, as the timber resists the action of salt water, and
does not warp.

Jarul—Lsgerstremia  flosregine, large deciduous tree.
This timber is in great demand for boats espe-
cially the “ Koondah " boats used in Tippera and
Noskbali districts. A jarnl tree in blossom is
a beantiful sight,

L
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Tali—Dichopsis polyantha, evergreen tree, excellent for
planks and scantlings.

Bandorhula—A large deciduous tree, used for planks, boxes,

cattle troughs and inferior boats. -

Com.—Adina sessilifolia, very hard wood, excellent for house
posts, and charcoal burning.

Gab—Diospyros embryopteris, an evergreen tree, wood hard.
The viscid pulp of the fruit is used to pay the seams
of boats, for smearing bhoats and fishing nets, in.
dyeing and tanning, and in medicine as an
astringent,

Gumber—Gmelina arborea, large deciduous tree, ‘excellent
timber used for planks, house posts, furniture,
boats and packing cases; posts of this timber in
earth are immune to the attacks of white-ants.

Chaplis—Artocarpus Chaplasa, a large deciduous tree, highly
prized for boat making, also makes good furni-
ture, joists, battens and planks.

Lakuch—Artocarpus lakoocha, large deciduous tree, hard

wood, used for dugouts, house posts, beams and
furmture, resists the attacks of white-ants;
fruit edible.

Kathal—Artocarpus integrifolis, large evergreen tree, usefal

tor furniture, gives a yellow dye,
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CHAPTER IX.

. NATURAL CALAMITIES.

The District is liable to earthquakes, but as a rule the shocks Rarthquakes.
ere slight. They may be attributed to the volcanic nature of
the Sitakund range in the Chittagong District. Sitakund was
last in active eruption on the 2nd of April 1762, this was
followed on the next day by a violent earthquake, a record of
which is to be found in volume II of Lyall's Geology. The exist-
ing hot springs and escaping gases bear ample testimony to
the latent forces pent up in the bowels of the earth. Severe
shocks are recorded on the 10th January 1869, 12th June 1897 and
7th July 1900. The shock of 1897 which wrecked Shillong and
caused great damage throughout Eastern Bengal left but little
trace st the time. The rainfall of 1897 was very heavy and
the water percolating through the cracks and fissures, due to the
earthquake, caused several heavy landslips throughout the hills,
which did considerable damage to the Government roads and
forest.

The Hill Tracts are well within the Cyclone Zone and Crelones.
seldom a year passes without a visitation of a more or less severe
nature. During the night of the 31st October 1876 a severe
cyclone swept over Chittagong, accompanied by a storm wave
which destroyed 175,000 people at Sundip and its meighbouring
parts. There was not a great loss of life in the Hill Tracts, but
great damage was®done to the standing crops and there was a
considerable loss of live-stock. Octoberis a favorite month for
cyclones, for there was another on the 2nd of October 1895
and a third on the 23rd of October 1897. This tempest was of
great violence, extensive damage was done to the town of Chitta-
gong, several tea estates were wrecked, while a storm wave
depopulated the island of Kutubdia. Some lives were lost in the
Hill Tracts, but fortunately the path of the cyclone lay through
the least populated part of the District or the loss of life would
have been great. The forest reserves were considerably damaged
and the experimental teak plantation at Kaptai was also wrecked.
Great numbers of sea birds were blown inland where they suc-
cumbed to exhaustion and were collected in basketfuls by the
hill folk,

Owing to the high banks and deep chammnels of the rivers Floods.
the District is not liable to general inundation. An abnormal
rise of the river may cause a local overflow, but this will only be
of short duration.
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Famine in the strict sense of the word is unknmown. The
many rivers with their large affluents and hill streams make the
water-supply perennial, and the vast area of forest lands provides
food for man and grazing in abundance for cattle. The forests
are full of edible plants, fruits and roots; to those acquainted .
with them, it is an easy matter to procure the necessaries of a
meal. There are fifty or more varieties of trees the fruits of
which are edible and in many cases exceedingly pleasant to the
taste; among the best are Bash Am or wild mango (Mangifera
Indica); Kamkui (Bridelia relusa), the fruit is edible and the
leaves -are excellent fodder ; Bharotta gula (Niphelum lilchi) the
indigenous litchi ; and Regas ko, a creeper with a blood red fruit,
very sweet, and about the size of a small lime. There are several
varieties of wild plantain, the fruit of which when ripe is very
sweet though full of seed. The inmside of the plantain flower
roakes an excellent vegetable. On removing the purple covering
immature plantains are found, these can be fried in butter or oil
or made into curry. The white core of the plantain stem, cooked
with rice is used to eke out a scanty supply of rice in days of
scarcity, and. the same chopped up with bran is an exzcellent
fodder for cattle. As vegetables, there are a dozen varieties of
yams procurable all the year round and styled Alw and Kachu
with cpecial names to distinguish each. Numerous varieties of
spinach are found and are termed Skdg. The young fronds of
the male fern known as Dekli Shdg and the stalks and tendrils of
a creeper that grows in moist places and called Kormu Shdyg are
both excellent.

The young shoots of the bamboo (bashkaral) and of the
cane (Golak aga) make a first class vegetable curry. These are
gathered when the young shoots force their way through the
ground and appear in cone shape about a foot in height. There
are also several variety of edible fungi, and m#shrooms are plenti-
ful after the early rains in April ; the season unfortunately only
extends to three or four days.

Local scarcities occur owing to the failure of the jum ecrop,
which may be due to many causes ; but it is seldom that scarcity
is general to the whole District at the same time, This however
occurred in 1903 owing to untimely and persistent rainfall at the
season when the jums should have been burnt. The valleys of
the Matamuri, Chengri, and Kasalong rivers are particularly sns-
ceptible to local scarcity. This is due to the fact that the coun-
try has been over-jumed and not sufficient time allowed to
elapse between the cuttings of the jums to enable the forest to
recover its growth. The soil in consequence becomes exhausted -
and the harvests poor. When the Miani forest reserve is thrown
open to cultivation material relief will be experienced and the
Chengri and Kasalong valleys will recover their fertility toa
great extent as they will have a prolonged rest from any juming
operations. ‘
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In 1891 there was a local scarcity in the Chengri valley.
Government sanctioned twenty thousand rupees for the purchase
of Rangoon rice, which was issued to the people on loan, to be
repaid in cash without interest. The whole of this amount was
recovered the following year.

In 1905 there was a general scarcity, necessitating very con-
giderable aid from Government. The sum of Rs. 80,000 was
sanctioned for the purchage of Rangoon rice. Depits were opened
on the Matamuri, Sangu, Karnaphuli, Chengri, and Kasalong
rivers, and loans of rice were freely issued to the people on the same
conditions as in 1891. Gratuitous relief was also given by Gov-
ernment where actually necessary. The Baptist Mission issned
relief to the extent of Rs, 5,000 in rice which was bonght mainly
from the subscription raised by the Society at home. The Chak-
ma Chief also issued loans of rice to the value of Rs. 5,000 without
interest, There were no deaths from actual starvation, but thers
was very great suffering and the privation undergone undoubtedly
had an effect ou the subsequent death rate. This was more marked
in the cases of the aged and infants. It is satisfactory to note
that practically the whole of the Government loan has been
recovered. The country suffers sometimes severely from the visi-
tation of rats. They arrive in swarms and like locusts sweep
everything before them, They devour the standing corn and
empty the granaries, and nothing stops them. Tt is reported that
a visitation of these rodents in 1864 caused a local scarcity in the
north of the District. They were said to have come from the south

and after completing their devastation disappeared as suddenly
as they bad made their appearance.
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CHAPTER X.

RENTS, WAGES, MATERIAL CONDITION, INDEBTEDNESS.

Government is the sole landlord, and rents are kept low to
encourage the spread of cultivation. The average may be taken
88 Re. 1-8 per acre of the cultivated area of the District and in
no case does the rent exceed Rs. 2-8 an acre; the latter is a very
fair rental as these lands sublet at three rupees a ‘k4ni’ or Rs. 7-8
the acre. When sanction has been obtained to sublet, the usual
condition of rent imposed is that known locally as ¢ bhdgi,’ by
which the tenant pays 10 dris of paddy or two dris of mustard
per ‘kdni’ according to the crop grown ; two and a half ¢ kdnis’ go
to the acre and an ‘dri’ equals 14 seers. The ordinary coolie will
expect to get his food and seven to ten rupees a month, and is
hardly obtainable at these rates. All labour for Government work
has to be i and the wage averaves ten rupees a menth.
IET8 quite impossible to obfain mmm
people as it does not exist, and foreigners are imported on very
high wages. Carpenters, masops, sawyers, blacksmiths and others
will receive one rupee a day and even more. The Government

‘wage for enforced labour by hillmen is five annas a day, and with

the exception of those who livesolely by plough cultivation every

*man is liable to be called on in turn to do fifteen days’ work in

Prices.

Material
condition of
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the year at the above rate of remuneration: —ASa matfer of Tact,
the éemand nowadays 18 seldom made, and then only when officers
require coolies on tour. There has been a rise of at least 25 per
cent in prices during the last twenty years. In former years 4 dris
of paddy were obtainable for the rupee but af the present time
under favourable conditions only three dris can be obtained, and
in a bad year only one d»i can be purchased for the rupee.

The only commodity that has cheapened is salt; with the
lowering of the tax, salt is now obtainable at Rs. 2-8 per maund,
the former price being rupees five. Taken asa whole, the hill
people are exceedingly well off. TW@M
and very seldom have a meal withoufsome sort of relish; while
fish, flesh of goats, pig and fowl, and also game are frequent addi-
tions to the daily meal. There are occasions of scarcity when the
rice supply is not sufficient to carry them through the year, and
doubtless a considerable amount of inconvenience is felt at such
times. They are well clothed and surround themselves with
articles of luxary, amongst which may be mentioned cotton
quilts, brass utensils, umbrellas, warm shawls and blankets, and in
prosperous years are very liberal in bestowing silver jewellery on
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their women folk. A young married couple will jum on an aver-
age five ‘ kdnis’ of land, in this they will sow five dris of paddy,
a similar quantity of cotton, a seer or two of sesamum or til and
other vegetable seeds all mized together, and a head or two of
Indian corn. A favourable harvest would be represented by—

Rs. a. p.
150 Aris of paddy value ... e o 80 0 0
12 Maunds of cotton w 60 0 0
35 Aris of sesamum . 3500
Crops of maize and vegetables . w 18 00
Tétal W 160 0 0

The outlay represented would be -
Rs. a. p.
Man's labour for 30 days in cutting jum .. 1000
Man and woman's labour between 15th April and 15th 125 0 0

November.

Paddy seed Rs. 3, Cotlon Rs. 3, other seeds Re. 1 w T 00
Price of daos and sickles w 300
Baskets, ete. ... 5 00
Total o 150 00

The amount of labour has been calculated at the current rate
of wage, and is merely included to enable a comparison to be
formed between income and expenditure. The amount assigned
to labour iz very high; for in the majority of cases a man will
absent himself from the jum for a period of two months, once the
grain has fairly established itself, and there is no chance of its
being choked with weed growth. During this time he will go and
cut bamboos and canes, and his earning will average—

Ra.

2,000 bamboos value at w 30
1,000 canes value at ..,

Total we 38

After harvesting is over he will again go to the jungle for a
couple of months and earn a similar amouut, so his additional
earnings may be put at seventy rupees. The wife weaves al] her
own clothes, and the couple will earn between them rupees two
hundred aud thirty in an average year.

The annual expenditure of the family would be as follows : —

Bs. 8. p.
Food consumption, 100 dris of paddy - w 83 00
One maund salt w 280
Dried fish, oil, tobacco, betel-nut .. " 12 0 0
Clothes for the man 4 dhotis and 2 coats .- o« 600
Expenditure on pujas .. o~ B 0O
Sickness e . w &5 00
Sulver ornaments and repairs to same . 1000
Implements of agriculture e w 380
Beeds oS w T00
Rent snd other calls .. 1000

Total

8
o
o

|
|
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It will thus be seen that a strong and healthy young married -
couple can have a very fair margin in a good year to put by or
invest in live-stock or jewellery; their nature is so improvident,
bowever, that the surplus will generally be wasted in feasts or
frivolities, and no provision will be made for adverse times, A strik-
ing instance of their improvidence is that they will not even set
aside a portion of their harvest for seed for the coming year, but
will sell their produce in a cheap markef and buy seed in an ex-
pensive one. This improvidence is the ruination of the hillman
for practically the whole population is indebted to the Mahajans,
In an ill-fated bour the hillman borrows a few rupees from some
Mahajan, he wants the money either on account of marriage, bad
season, or for daily wants 3 he can barely read or write, consequently
the bond in which the tramsaction is recorded usually binds him
to pay some enormous amount of interest, and it is seldom that
the account is ever finally cleared.
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CHAPTER XL

e

OCCUPATION AND TRADE.

Until recent years agriculture was the sole occupation of the Oceupation.
Lillmen, and even this was carried on in a most perfunctory
manner, and limited to the time honoured methods of jum.
With the gradual introduction and establishment of plough cul-
tivation the better class and more thrifty of the inhabitants are
gradually taking to other occupations, Trading in cotton, oil-
seeds, timber and other country produce is gradually spreading
smong the hill people, aud this is especially the case with the
Chakmas who show marked signs of becoming shrewd traders.
With the assimilation of education others are entering on a pro-
fessional life, and seeking appoiotments as executive officers,
clerks, policemen, hospita) assistants, vaccinators, schoolmasters
and other employments. Up to date no inclination is evinced for
8 technical education. 1t is hoped that this will follow, as the
development of the country depends to a material extent on this
most important branch of education.

The Lill tribes are very backward in the art of manufacture Manufae-
aod all their bousehold utensils and agricultural implements tures.
are imported or manufactured locally by foreigners, There is

W@Mﬂl&%ﬁmm. The Lushais; on TF.8
olTer Taud, Dave hoth ; the potter’s art is, howe\‘me
nalure, anJ The altention of the village blacksmith is principally
devoted to the repair of weapons, daos, and axes. The women
spin their own cotton thread and weave it into eloth, of which are
made their own wearing apparel, satchels, bed sbeets and wraps.
The various tribes introduce different patterns and colours in
their cloth very little of which is plain. Weaving once formed
aWMMn, and was quite as necéssary
as acquiripg the srt of cooking, but now the shoddy importations
from the west ave taking a hold in the country and home weaving
is doomed. The cotton is removed from the ped 7o the jum,
brought lLome and thoroughly cleaned ; it is then epread out on
mats and exposed for two or three days to the sun, till it is per-
fectly dried. The cotton is then ginned to remove the seed from
the fibre; the gin is similar to those used in the plains and i3
of the same pattern throughout the hLills, It consists of two
wooden rollers fixed horizontally, one slightly above the other,
and mounted on an vpricht stand. The ginned cotton is then
bowed, the bow is made from a jiece of bamboo three feet long,
to which is attached a fine string made from the fibre of a creeper

M

Preparing
the cotton.

Ginning.
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oalled “ dbanu gus.” The cotton is placed on & mat, generally
inside the house where the rice is cleaned ; the bow string is
repeatedly pulled and leb go with a resonant twang amongst the
cotton, thus loosening the fibre, When the cotton has been suffi-
ciently bowed it is placed on flat boards, and portions are rolled
by the hand on little slips of bamboo, to be converted into
thread by the spinning wheel. The end of one of these rolls of
cotton is applied to the point of the spindle and the thread is
removed from the cotton roll which is held in the left hand, the
right hand being employed to turn the wheel, by a slight motion
of the hand the thread is wouod quite evenly round the
spindle. This process is repeated until the spindle is full, when
the ball of thread is slipped off. For the process of weaving,
fine pieces of bamboo are prepared and are stuck in the
ground, and the thread is then wound around them, two threads
at a time; these are alternately twisted round the end pieces.
The amount of thread required for the cloth to be woven is cal-
culated by the hundred pairs of threads, and on an average it will
take four and a half pounds of thread to weave the piece of cloth
a yard and a quarter wide and four and a half yards long which
is worn as a petticoat. When a sufficient quantity of thread has
been thus treated the whole is taken up and fastened to a beam
or post in the verandah and weaving commences, The woman
geats herself before.the cloth- beam, pressing one treadle with the
foot, she raises one shaft of healds and lowers the other, making
a space between the upper and lower threads of the warp and
throwing the intersection on the cloth beam. The shuttle is
passed through the gap from left to right, the loose end of the
thread being held on the left of the warp; the thread is now
between the upper and lower threads of the warp and in front of
the intersection, the reed being pulled towards the weaver, the
thread is pushed home. The other treadle is now pressed and a
fresh gap made between the threads which bave become reversed,
and two fresh intersections have been formed, with the threads
kept at tension by the healds. The thread is passed through and
driven home with the reed, the shuttle this time passing from
right to left. The intersection.at the end where the weaver sits
is thus woven in; and the pressure of the first treadle reyerses
the threads and brings the remaining intersection from the far
end and throws it against the weft thread just shot which brings
the threads to the same position as they were at the commence-
ment. This operation is repeated over and over again till the
required length is obtained. '

The tribes dye their own yarn mostly with indigenous
mixtures. For the maaufacture of blue or black dye Kalma
or indigo leaves are placed in an earthen vessel filled with water
and left to soak for two days when the leaves are removed
and the water is squeezed out. This water is strained and
mized with lime and kept till it settles, and stirred with a stick
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until it becomes frothy; when the froth does mot etick to ary-
thing dropped in, the process is complete, It is now ale
lowed to eettle down for an hour or 5o, the water is very
carefully drained off, and the colour sediment remains at
the bottom of the pot. This sediment is strained through a
piece of muclin and then dried in the fun in the shape of emall
cakes, The ach of burnt bamboo or of the fig tree is mixed with
the water and strained, this is again mixed with the colour cake
and exposed for ten or fifteen days to the sun. The cotton yarn is
steeped in it for half an hour, then taken ont and dried in the sun,
the process is repeated four or five times until the requisite shade
of blue is obtained. To get a black dye the bark of the « Kala
Gab" tree has to be boiled and the blue yarn soaked in the decoe-
tion for two Lours when it is taken out and dried in the sun; the
process is repeated till the desired ehade is obtained. Red dye is
ohtained from the root of atree called by the hillman ‘ Rang
Gach, ” the root is cut into small pieces and pounded into a pulp.
It is then mixed with water to which the burnt ash of tamarind
wood, or “Pole” tree has been added. The water i3 most carefully
strained until no particle of ash remains. The yarn is steeped in
the mixture for a whole night, in the morning it is removed and
dried slowly in the rhade, two or three soakings sre required to
secure a brilliant tint of red, and there must be no hurry through-
out the process ; before the yarn is dipped for the last time it is
emeared with a vegetable oil which has the effect of making the
colour absolutely fast. Yellow and green dyes are salso prepared,
the former by mizing turmeric and the bark of the mango tree.
A combination of indigo and turmeric makes an excellent green,
and the preparation in each case is the same as for the blue dye.
A rolution of astringent leaves is used as a mordant for fixing the
dye. Cotton yarn is steeped in the mixture of selected dyes, then
hung up in the sun to dry; a series of dippingswill give the re~
quired shade, and so fast are those colours that no amount of use or
washing will affect them in the least.

The drink consists of arice beer, and a spirit distilled from
rice, The rice beer before fermentation sets in is an excellent
thirst-quenching drink. Homney is sometimes added to the beer,
which then much resembles mead. The beer is also manunfactured
from millet and maize, but the liquor brewed from these iz much

inferior to the rice beer. The grain is first boiled, then pounded

roughly and mixed with a small quantity of yeast, it ia then placed
ina jar and covered with leaves, preferably of the sugarcane,
The mouth of the jar is sealed up and it is put away for a week or
more to ferment, then the jar is filled with water and it is ready
for use. Where rice is plentiful the liquor is served in drinking
cups made from Gyal horn or bamboo. Among neighbouring
tribes and throughout the Chin Hills a reed is pushed to the bot-
tom of the big earthenware vessel containing the liquor; on the
reed is a small £at piece of bamboo about an inch in length, this

Black dye.

Red dye.
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is pushed into the liguor and when the person has sucked suffici-
ent through the reed to expose the piece of bamboo, he has had
his share and the cup passes. These big jars will hold from twq
to five gallons of liquor, and many are drained at a big feast, In
the manufacture of spirit, the bark of the lemon, orange, or jack
tree is pounded together with the rice into small cakes. These
cakes are kept covered with straw or cloth for three or four days
and thea dried inthe sun for a day or two. The cakes are mixed
with coarse boiled rice, -and the compound is kept well covered up
in & basket for twenty-four hours. Itis then mixed with water
and placed in earthen pots and kept carefully covered for three
days, A large earthen vessel is placed on the fire, and the pre-
pored mixture is poured into it ; on the top of this an earthenware
drinking vessel called ¢ Korte” isplaced, the upper vessel has a
hole drilled in the bottom and is plastered carefully into the
mouth of the large lower vessel. A pipe runs from a hole in fhe
side of the * Korte” to a jar placed on the ground sbout six feet
distant from the fire, the steam escapes through the upper vessel
down the pipe into the vessel which is on the ground, and which
is kept continually cool to assist distillation. Some people like
to colour the epirit, in which case red sandalwood powder is
placed in 8 piece of cloth at the mouth of the tube entering the
lower jar, which gives the liquor a pinkish colour.

The Kukis use a powder of their own manufacture, which
though slow in ignition is quite powerful ; the saltpetre requisite
for the manufacture of the gunpowder is made by the collection
of the dung of the tame gyal, mixed with earth taken from below
the house which is saturated with urine, A long cylindrical
bamboo basket is filled with this mixture and suspended between
wooden posts ; boiling water poured on the mixture dissolves the
salts, and they drop into a large iron pot which has been placed
below the suspended basket. This solution, subsequently boiled

- until it gets quite thick, is drained off and allowed to crystallise ;
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finely powdered charcoal is added to the crystals, and if possible
sulphur, but it can be made without. The course of manufacture
will require four or five days, and is only undertaken in bright
warm weather. With the exception of the gun and dao the hill men
bave no weapon. The sale of ammunition until 1903 was solely in
the hauds of the Superintendent, but with the final disarmament
of the Lushais, the necessity for this disappeared, and ammuunition
is now procurable from licensed vendors at Rangamati and Bandar-.
ban. The hill people are very clever in the manufacture of cane
and bamboo baskets. Cotton and grain are exported in baskets
made of finely split bamboo, and others of various sizes and shapes
are made for storage purposes ; those woven from cane are the strong-
est and best in every way.

The trade of the Hill Tracts is principally in the hands of
Cbittagonian Bengalis, who convey their goods from place to place
by means of boats and rafts,
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The principal exports consizts of forest produce, cotton, rice,
oilseeds (mustard and rape) aod rough ¢ dugouts,” which are
subsequently converted into boats of all sorts, the sea-going “ balam”
boat, the *' saranga” or the boat in ordinary use for river trade,
the ¢ koonda,” a boat peculiar to the Districts of Noakhali and
Tippera, and the ordinary “ dug out ” or canoe, which is in uni-
versal use on all the rivers of the District and provides the princi-
pal means of transport.

There isalso a certain amount of tobacco leaf exported from
the southern portion of the District. A very excellent tobacco is
procured from the leaf grown on the banks of the Matamuri river
during the winter months. This excellence is due to the heavy
deposits of ash from the burnt jums which mixes with the sandy
soils, and makes an ideal bed for the growth of the tobacco plant.
The supply ig, however, practically monopolised by the Maghs
themselves, who are competent judges of a good tobacco.

In old days there was a considerable export of India-rubber,
which isindigenous to the country ; greed of gain drove the hillmen
to bleeding the trees to death, and the tree is now estinct.

The Kukis were guilty of similar folly with regard tothe
indigenous tea tree, for discovering that the seed had a consider-
able market value, they cut the trees down in order to collect the
seed more easily.

Ivory used also to figure amongst the exports of the District,
but with the complete subjugation and settlement of the hill tribes,
the slaying of elephants was prohibited, and at the present time
only an occasional tusk is smuggled through. The principal
imports from Chittagong are salt, piece-goods, bar iron for the
manufacture of daos, ases and agricultural implements,and dr
fish. Thelast named is theone great delicacy enjoyed by all the
hillmen, who eat it as a relish with their meal of rice. It is
an exceedingly evil-smelling stuff, and would be certain to give
leprosy, if there is any truth in the assertion of a specialist that
this dire disease is due to eating badly cured fish. As a matter of
fact this disease is extremely rare, Kerosine oil from Burma is
beginving to find its way into the bazaars, and is used by the
wealthier class of hillmen, butthe peasant is content with the fire

light, or a little chirag or earthenware lamp in which vegetable
oil or animal fat is used.

The principal trade centres of the District are Chandraghona,
Rainkhyong, Rangamati, Shubalong, Kasalong, Bandarban and
Ajodhiya.

These centres are very busy places during the winter months,
and their respective river-ghats (landing-places) are crowded with
varieties of boats and bamboo and timber rafts, while on the banks
are stocks of grass, piles of baskets full of cotton and heaps of
paddy or rice.  These kave all been brought in by the hillmen to
be taken away by the Bengali trader in return for the cash ad-
vances be Las made earlier during the cultivating season or in
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;xc:mnge for goods brought from Chittagong for the purpose of
arter.

Trade Statistics.

1004-05. | 1905-06. | 1906-07.
' 1 2 3
Imports. Ra. Rs. Rs.
Value of piece-goods o | 47,418 19,767 16,457
Paddy maunds ... | 4,742 33,664 9,726
"Rice o we ) 8,000 20,829 | *45,285 | * An additional

- 20,000 maunds
Tobaeco w | 3,248 6,248 1,763 | were imported
by Govern-
ment and issu-
i ed asrice loans,

Salt o | 20,911 23,978 | 120,888 | +The general
decCreage in the
Dry fish . w | 13,889 16,976 13888 | imports can
safely be attri-
Pulses 660 413 273 | buted to scarci-

ty of the two
years 1905-1906,

Erpo'rta.
Paddy maunds .. [ 9,887 12,091 | J17,067 | I The increase
in paddy export
Rice | 9,450 493 912 | is due to the
. ] jum crep being
Tobacco leaf ... we | 1,598 2,958 3,128 | an early _one
and the demand
Cotton we | 28375 1378187 133,335 | from Chitta-
gong.
Mustard w | 15,989 15,356 14,515
Til, Sesamum .., o | 51,066 22,510 28,247

Of the festivals the “Mahamoni” is certainly the most
important, and in some form or other it is celebrated by all the
tribes of the Hill Tracts, and it is therefore deserving of a lengthy
description.

The Mahamoni is the great festival of the year amongst the
Maghs amrmas. It is celebrated on Bishu day, the last day
of the Maghee year in honoyr of Buddha Gautama, also called
Sakya Muni, the founder of Buddhism, more correctly a great
reformer of that religion who lived about 550 B. C. and is the 24tk
Buddha or enlightened one. On this occasion the hill people com-
bine business with pleasure and thoroughly enjoy an «l fresco
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picnic of three days’ durstion. The ceremonjal dates fall in the
second week of April, when the days are not too hot and the nights
are pleasurably cool. The principal meeting place is at a temple
on the estates of the Mong Raja, eituated in the Regulation District
of Chittagong, some two miles from the bank of the Karnaphuli
river, The site of the temple could not have been better selected.
It is situated at the junction of the plains and hills, in the midst
of a beautiful grove of Nageswar trees (mesua ferrea). These
afford exscellent and ample shade to all for the purpose of bivonack-
ing. They are in full bloom at this season, and fill the air with
" the delightful fragrance of their beautiful white flowers, Asthe
days of the festival approach, crowds of Maghs and Chakmas, in
village parties, numbering from five to twenty, or even more, may
be met on road and river, They are a jovial throng, free from care,
decked in boliday attire, and brimful of glee and laughter. The
fatigues of the journey are unheeded in the round of light chaff,
song and dance with which they beguile the tedium of the way.-
A drummer leads the procession, cheering any flagging spirit with
a vigorous tattoo and his own comical gyrations, while every few
minutes the party will, in an excess of good epirits, give forth in
unison the “hoiya” or hill ery. The parties consist principally of
young men and maidens with one or two staid elderly people as
chaperons.  The festival is distinctly one for youth, aund the great
majority of marriage troths are pledged in the silent shade of the
Nopeswar grove. To the west of the groves stands the temple,
built by Konjai, the Palaingsa Magh, in 1813. In the room, and
facing the main eutrance sits an enormous gilded stone figure of
Gautama. This entrance is so narrow that two persons can scarcely
pass in abreast, but the room isto these devotees their Holy of
olies. Around it runs a square vaulted corridor some ten or
twelve feet in breadth, and one hundred and sixty feet in length,
which also bas a narrow doorway in the centre epening out into a
courtyard which is walled in. The priests are seated at the feet of
the huge image, on a high raised masonry platform, and there
they tell their beads and wait lurgesse from the crowd of devotees
that ottend the festival. Lach party of hill people, as it arrives,
passes in front of the temple, and, without entering, makes obeis-
ance to the image with folded hands and bent head, and then
burries off to secure a tree, under which to camp. The pative
merchants from the plains, like vultures, have scented out the car-
case, and collected in hundreds to fatten on the hillman's hard
earned and carelessly spent savings of the year. There are the
ubiguitons bunniuks (money-lenders) with greasy smile and false
weights, ready to advance a little on account on the secuarity of the
Lillman's silver jewellery, Brass workers with thalas (plates) and
lots (water-pots) to tempt the coming bride ; coppersmiths, sweet~
meat-sellers bathed in perspiration, assiduously manufacturing the
snakey jelubi, or stirring up the evil-looking rassa-golas—both
sweetments, bowever, the delight of the Lill people—cloth merchants
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with selections of various coloured silk handkerchiefs and gaud
caps which will soon adorn the pretty heads of the Ma’fﬁﬁ}:
seﬁers of imitation silver jewellmmiﬁf'énd
bracelets, who will all drive a roaring trade; also the vendors of
concertinas and paper flowers, whose stock-in-trade is sure to be
cleared out at a very handsome margin of profit. The usual var-
iety of side-shows, each with its small tent or enclosed space and
gorgeous poster announcing the presence of the strong man of
Asia, the living skeleton, the performing dogs, parrots and pigeons
and pumberless other marvels; the mysterious glories of the peep-
show, the exhilarating merry-go-rounds, and many other excite-
ments, each vying with the other for the generous patronage of the
open-handed hill folk.

The hill people will spend the night in cooking, eating, and
discussing the probable delights of the 1orrow, and very little time
will be allowed to rest the wearied limbs that have probably
tramped sixty miles or more across the hill in a couple of days.
The festival opens with great rejoicing. OQutside the temple
enclosure will be found the stalls of money-changers, who also sell
coloured wax candles, similar to those that adorn our Christmas
trees; for part of the devotee’s duty is to light candles at the
shrine of Buddha. Near the entrance gate of the temple are seated
the shaven-headed and saffron-robed “Thang Pora,” or priests, each
under bis own umbrella and telling his beads with a vacant stare,
while a heap of copper coins grows in front of him. The party
bearing their candles then enter the temple, and going into the
inner room prostrate themselves in humble obeisance before the
great image. There they light their candles and set them up ab
its feet, showering their coppers on the platform on which the idol
rests, ensuring a rich harvest for the attendant priests. Then with
a contented sigh of duty fulfilled, they rise and adjourn to the outer
corridor. Here they liok arms and go round and round the square
laughing, singing and dancing, lighting coloured fusees—for the
passage 1s quite dark and throwing down paper crackers ; while at
intervals all join in the *“hoiya,” which echoes and re-echoes
through the corridor, and finally breaks into ripples of sound like
peals of elfish laughter. The lads make quite free with their part-
ners, and a general flirtation is freely indunlged in. Occasionally
the green-eyed monster, jealousy, steps in, when a young man
takes off another’s sweetheart, or is too endearing in his demon-
stratichs of friendship to the choice of another, but these ebullitions
are soon smoothed over and harmony is restored. The temple is .

_ kept crammed full both day aud night, but no Bengali may enter.
They have no ohjection to the European walking in, but expect
him to remove his boots when entering the temple. Outside, the
fair is a veritable kaleidescope of colour. There are the dancing-
boys gaily blowing whistles or playing concertinas; the girls with
Nageswar bloom in their hair decked out with all sorts of finery,
the gifts of their ardent admirers and lovers: a truly happy erowd
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bent on fun and frolic. The two days pass away all too soon, for
the hill people, who now return to their every day life and to re-
gale the less fortunate ones who have remained in the village with
fabulous tales of the splendours they have seen and the magnificent
time they have spent. The sacred grove is given over toa Maha-
moni for the Baddhists of the plains, a very tame affair io com-
parivon with the one celebrated by these children of the hills.

In former years, before our advance into the Lushai country,
there used to be an annual gathering of the clans at Rangamati, at
which the Deputy Commissioner.used to exhort the confiding
savage to live at peace with his enemies, and return good for evil to
those that would unjustly persecute him—copy-book maxims that
were hacked by presents of coloured blankets and a liberal allow-
ance of rum. There excellent precepts were treuted with stoical
indifference, the blanket wasexchanged for more liquor, and the
savage, having spied out the land, would return and raid some
unsuspecting hamlet, putting all “except young females to death
and reaping a plentiful harvest of heads. These gatherings with
their political aspect were fipally abandoned. In 1903 a small
agricultural and industrial fair was held at Rangamati, and a grant
of twe hundred rupees was received from Government towards the
expenses. Though the number and quality of the exhibits were
poor, yet a goodly number of hill people assembled and thoroughly
enjoyed themselves. In 1904 the attempt was abandoned owing
to an outbreak of cholera, but in 1905 a successful gathering was
beld. The exhibits were chiefly samples of cotton, food, eils,
prains and vegetables, also many varieties of home-woven cloth,
In addition to the fair there were boat races whichb proved a great
attraction, the prizes for which were keenly contested by crews from
the different villages. Athletic sports received a considerable
amouut of support, especially tugs-of-war of a hundred or more
a side. In 1906 and 1907 the mela had to be abandoned owing to
successive bad barvests but a successful mela was held in 1908.
These annual gatherings should receive every encouragement, as it
enables the Chiefs, headmen and people to collect together and
exchange ideas with each otber, and with the representatives of
Government. The presence of the Commissioner of the Division
lends great eclat to the gathering, and enables him to learn some-
thing of the people and their ways, ’

Mela at
Rangamati,
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CHAPTER XII

COMMUNICATIONS.

Communie Until the year 1900 the District only possessed one road, a
tions. military first class bridle track, known as the Chittagong, Dema-
- giri, Lungleh pnd Haka road. This road enters the ﬁiil Tracts

%“oi‘ﬁ'the west and as far as Rangamati proceeds due east ; here

after crossing the Karnaphuli river it takes a nporth-easterly direc-

tion and crossing the Thega river enters the Lushai Hills and

reaches Demagiri. It is cootinued through Lungleh, the sub-

divisional post of the Lushai Hills, to the Chin Hills post of Haka

under the administration of the Government of Burma. The por-

tion of the road between Chittagong and Rangamati is of import-

ance as it is the overland mail route. Beyond Rangamati the

mails and stores are carried by boat as far as Demagiri, and this

portion of theroad is of little importance. It was rapidly construct-

ed to meet the land transport of the requirements of the Lushai

expedition of 1889-1890, and but little attention was shown to

proper alignment or grading. Time being the great object, the

existing jungle paths were hurriedly improved, and as a hillman

goes straight up oune side of a hill and down the other, it can easily

be understood that such an alignment would leave much to be

desired. With the settlement of the Lushai country the inhabi-

tants of the Hill Tracts moved into the interior of the District and

the question of opening out the country by roads became one of

great importance. A scheme was duly submitted and received the

approval and sanction of the Government and a portion of the

. necessary funds has been allotted,

g“‘“aﬁgfr’i"g' The road starts from Chittagong and is available for wheel
90 mies”  traffic, a distance of 23 miles, thence it becomes a first class bridle
track bridged as far as Rangamati, a further distance of 23 wmiles,

and is rideable throughout the year. There are furnished rest-

Liouses at Hathazari and Raozan at the 12th and 20th mile respec-

tively. The road passes through a tea garden called Thandacheri,

and at the 30th milestone there is the manager’s bungalow.

From Thandacheri the road enters the hills and reaches Ranga-

mati at the 46th mile. The third section, 41 miles long, is from

Rangamati to the Thega river, the boundary of the Chittagung Hill

Tracts and four miles from Demagiri; the stages are Rangamati-

Shubalong 11 miles with rest-house and bazaar, Shubalovg-Barkal

9 miles with rest-house and bazaar. There are no rest-bouses

between Barkal and Demagiri, a distance of 25 miles; at Demagiri

there is a rest-house and bazaar. This section of the road is
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rideable only in the cold season, when the rivers Kainda, Shubalong
and Thega are easily fordable.

This road was recently opened and is rideable throughout the
vear; it is an exceedingly important one, tapping as it does the
rich valley of the Chengri river. There iz an unfurnished bungalow
at Bureeghat, a furnished inspection bungalow at Mahalseri.
This road recently opened is rideable throughout the year, and is
well graded, the stages are Bangaldhaliya and Kerowpara, each ten
miles; there are unfurnished rest-houses at each place, while
Chandraghona aod Bandarban possess excellent furnished inspec-
tion bungalows.

A dak road connecting Bandarban with Poang hat in the
Chittagong District ; it has an unfurnished rest house at Poang hat
belonging to the Bohmong.

The District roads are only bridle tracks suitable for shoulder
borne and pack traffic. The rivers are the chief means of communi-
cation of the District, and are the principal means of transport.
During the cold weather months and dry season country boats
of a carrying capacity varying between five and a hundred maunds
bear the imports to the different markets of the interior ; while
large bamboo rafts float the cotton, oil seed, paddy and Sunn
grass down to the plains. In the height of the rains in addition
to bamboo large timber rafts and rough hewn boats are exported.

A small Government launch plies weekly between Chittagong
and Rangamati for the convenience of officials, leaving according
to tide on Thursday and returning to Chittagong on Saturday.

A bi-weekly service is about to be introduced by the India
(reneral Steam Navigation Company (Mac Neill and Co.)

Rangamati-
Mahalseri,
32 miles,

Chandra-
ghona-
Bandarban,
25 miles.

Bandarban-
Shubalong,
10 miles.
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CHAPTER XIII,

LAND REVENUE AND ADMINISTRATION.

‘The Chittagong Hill Tracts was at first a political charge, all
reveuue work being carried on by the Collector of Chittagong.
Complete ignorance prevailed in the Collectorate with regard to
proceedings relating to the Hills and their people, and this neces-
sarily gaverise to great confusion in the revenue system, As the
Superintendent of the Hill Tribes gained experience of the District,
it was found expedient to transact much of the revenue duties
through him, and so little by little the whole revenue administra-
tion fell into his hands, and the District finally became entirely
geparated from the Chittagong Collectorate in revenue matters. The
Hill Tracts were constituted a District by Act XXII of 1860 ; the
boundary was redefined by Act IV of 1863, The river tolls and
waste lands were administered by the officer in charge of the Dis-

“trict from the very firsi. The capitation tax settlements were

madeover by the Chittagong-Collector in May 1866 with arrears
uncollected amounting to Rs. 8,586 ; other sources of revenue were
non-existent.

In the old revenue rolls of the Chittagong Collectorate, the
capitation tax collections are shown under the head of kapas (cotton)
mahal settlements. This designation took its rise from the fact
that, in old days before money became current among the hill peo-
ple, tribute was paid by them to the Honourable East Indian
Company’s Government in raw cotton. The term capitation tax is
a misnomer ; it is wrong in as far as it Jeads one to suppose that
this is a poll tax levied upon each adult male of the hill population.
The old hill mode of raising revenue was by a house tax varying
indvidually in amouunt, but levied only from the head of each family
who cultivated by jum in the hills. The inequalities and "weakness
of this mode of taxation were early recognised by the authorities.
In August 1864 Mr. MacGill, the Superintendent, recommended
that a census of the hill population should be taken, and that a
register of householders should be compiled and that, on the in-
formation thus obtained, an equitable settlement should be made
with the three principal Chiefs of the hills, authorising them, on
payment of a certain sum to Government, to collect the house tax
within rpecified limits. - From the earliest times the Chiefs had
collected from certain families irrespective of the part of the coun-
try where they might reside. No action was taken on the propo-
sition, and in October 1867 Captain Lewin recommended tbat in a
revision of the capitation tax the existing village system should be
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recogniced, taking the *‘family ” as the initial unit, and that in
each village a beadman should be appointed by the Chief, esubject
to the sanction of the Deputy Commissioner. Captain Lewin fur-
ther recommended that the Hill Tracts should be divided into
three revenue divisions, respectively under the authority of the
three Chiefs, and that the sum of rupees four per house should be
recognised as the legal tender for payment of jum revenus to the
Chiefs.

The Government of Bengal in 1870 ordered that the kapas or
jum tax was to be raised only from those who jumed, and the sum
of rupees four was fixed as the legal amount of jum tax payable by
each family. It is admitted, however, that there are inequalities
in the amount of jum tax paid iu the three circles, but this rests
on tribal customs and no attempt hds been mude to equalise the
tax or prescribe a uniform rate of payment throughout the District,
but our courts recognise the rum of rupeee four as a legal tender in
full payment for one year's jum tax in one family. This taxis
tribute payable to the State ; it in no way partakes of the nature of

rent, or hears any relation to the land cultivated. Iu 1874 the.

Governmeut of Bengal decided that the jum tax of rupees four a
fumily should be taken as the basis of assessment ; of this amount
rupee one was to be assigued to the headman for the trouble of

Assessment.

collection, and rupees two to the Circle Chief, the remaining one °

rupee to be paid by the Chief as Government revemue. It wes
decided not to interfere with the existing arrangements between
the Chiefs and their people by which some pay more and some less.

The revenue obtained from this source in 1895 was—
Rs.
Chakma Chief .., e 3,155
Bohmong Chief ... 2,918
Mong Chief ... o 2,314
Total . 8,387

This sum was far below the amount that should Lave been paid
owing to liberal reductions granted by the Goverument in past
years for services rendered in connection with the Lusbai expedi-
tious, as also for exemptioos under the tribal custom by which
priests, exorcists, bachelors, widowers, widows, the diseased and
infirm paid no jum tax. The time for a careful revision of the
wlole scheme by which revenue is paid under the head of jum
tax Lavipz arrived, proposals were submitted to Government which,
wlile muking due allowance for the rights or privileges of the
Chiefls, materially enlianced the revenue payable to Government.
Tle proposed revision was duly sanctioned, and for a period of ten

Jum revenue.
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years from 1st April 1905 the revenue payable under this head will
be—

Rs.

Bohmong Chief . 5772
Chakma Chief e 4,553
Mong Chief ... 3,478
Total ... 13,803

- When land is required for reclamation by plough cultivation
a settlement is made with the tenant which is known as an amalua-
mah or lease. Thislease is granted for a period not exceeding ten
years; for the first three years norentis charged for the land ; after
that the amount of rent payable is fixed for a period of ten years.
In calculating the amount of rent to be paid, the surroundings and
capabilities of the land are taken into consideration. The rent
then charged may not be increased till the expiry of the ten years’
period, each subsequent settlement is for a period of ten years.
The rate of rent charged is purposely kept low, so as to offer every
encouragement to the people to take up plough cultivation,
Great care is necessary in watching these settlements as an un-
scrupulous tenant will take a settlement, and after getting the
benefit of the rent-free period will attempt to throw up his lease
without due reason. The Superintendent .can recommend, and
the Commissioner sanction, the subletting of settlements by the
tenants, but the privilege is only accorded after careful enquiry. The
Government, should occasion arise, can resume actual possession
of the land that has heen reclaimed, but has to pay the tenant fair

" -compensation. In 1875 Rs. 9,823 is shown as the revenue from

cultivated lands, butb this includes Coz’s Bazar, now a Sub-Divi-

* 'sion of Chittagong but then included in the Hill Tracts. As a

matter of fact the plough revenue of that year from the District
was only 8 few hundreds of rupees. In 1906-07 the sum of
Rs, 30,943 was realised as rent for plough lands and the acreage
retorned amounts to acres 20,000. The acreage at present under
plough cultivation is divided between the three circles in the
following proportion :—

Acres.

Chakma Circle ... 10,000
Bobmong Circle w 4,000
Mong Circle .. 6,000
Total " ... 20,000

.
YWhen we consider the thousands of acres of virgin goil still
remaining to be reclaimed in the rich valleys, we see What an
exceedingly valueable asset the Government possesses and how
every.inducement should be given to the people to reclaim the
land. The plough rents are collected through the agency of the
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Circle Chief and msuza headman, who prepare the jamabandis
or rent-rolls of their respective circles and mavzus. These rent-
rolls are checked and approved by the Superintendent, and
then returned to the Chief for collection; the rent collections
are divided in the following proportion :—Government 11 annas,
Circle Chief ¢ annas, Headman 3 anpas. The rules at present in
force are bardly conducive to the rapid extension of plough
cultiyatiag, —Subleltig_ by lessees 18 &triclly proExbite!E, and
entails the cancellation of the__l_gm@o\'"' . In reality the
Jaw is geperally evaded” A lease 18 taken of waste land for the
purpose of cultivation, the lessee will clear a portion end then
sublet, but safeguards himself by taking an agreement that the
lessee is & servant, while in reality he cultivates on his own
behalf. If this transaction be questioned by the authorities
this agreement is produced and the case falls through. It must
be remembered that the hillman _has become accustomed to the
plough, and works it Limself; in former_years plainsmen were
engaged on a wonthly wage ¥o plough, plant, and barvest_and_as
r}_gfgiLngs ten_years sgo it was rare to eee a hillman doing his
own work, while now it is the exception to #éea foreigner working
in_the ficlds.  The hillman has grasped the a«f\'ﬁbfﬁ‘ge and
mapagement of the plough system of cultivation, but the present
inducemeuts are not sufficient to allow of the more wealthy taking
up the venture. The ordinary man is hampered by his want of
necersary capital, for money is only to be borrowed from the
Mabajsu at a very ‘high rate of interest. The Government has
come to the rescue; liberal advauces are made for the purchase of
plough cattle or for purposes of land improvements. The lands
suitable for the plough are principally covered with '“ Kagra”
or elepbant grass, and to clear and bring this into cultivation will
cost roughly fifty rupees an acre. The return is so remunerative
that it is calculated that a man will be able to purchase a pair of
buffaloes at an average price of rupees one hundred after two
years' cultivation, “1f subletting be recognised vnder proper con-
ditions, the lands_suitatle for plough cultivation will be rapidly
settled, The principal restrictions to Impose are that™ eubletting
eLall only be recognised among hillmen, great care must be ex-
ercised in giving settlements to plainsmen, and such settlement
shonld only be made by the Superintendent, and in this case only
subletting to hillmen be permitted. In all cases of subletting, it
will Be necessary that the sub-léase be registered in_ the Superin-
tendent's office and fEe_yights of the sub-lessees safeguarded.
Forest revenue is derived by taxing the removal of the forest
produce from the Government reserves, and also from the open
forest, if removed from the District for the purposes of trade.
Toll stations are placed on the rivers at the entry into the Hill
Tracts, and as the produce is foated down the rivers it is tazed
before being allowed to pass the toll station. These toll stations
are ofticered by the Forest Department, and are situated in the

Plough rules.
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Collectorate side of the boundary. The revenue obtained from
this source amounted ip

Rs.”
1880-81 ... o 73,064
1890-91 ... . 80,555
1900-01 : 1,02,141

Grass Khola revenue is oblained by the sale | by pubhc auction
of the right to cut and remove from certain areas of land a variety -
of grass that i3 in general use for thatching houses and is known as

_“Bunn” grass. In the District are found hillsides and valleys

which are covered with Sunn grass. This is a coarse species of
grass that grows to five and six feet in height ; these grass fields are
reserved by Government and auctioned yearly, The Bengalis
come up from the Regulation District, and the bidding at the sales
for the right to cut "and remove the grass each year is very keen,
In 1870 the revenue from this source amounted to only Rs. 500,
while in 1907 it amounted to Rs. 8,653. This revenue wﬂ]
however decline in future years; the grass lands situated in
the valleys are rapidly coming under the plough, which will en-
sure a regular source of revenue and create additional food supply
for the people. In addition corragated iron, tin sheets and
bamboo shingles are coming into general use in the Chittagong
District for roofing, thereby ensuring comparative immunity from
the risk of the destruction of the homestead by fire. Arson is a very
favourite method amongst Chittagonians of settling their little
differences of opinion. Any advantage that may be secured in the
Civil Courts-is often equalised by the destruction, in this way, of
the homestead of one party by some emissary of the others
Minor sources of revenue during 1907 are fisheries, Rs. 552 ; pounds,
Rs. 564; ferries, Rs. 536 ; cattle grazing fees, Rs. 429;and gun

- hcences, Rs. 500.
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CHAPTER XIV.

’

ADMINISTRATION.

The records having reference to our relations with the hill tribes Early
obtainable in the Government offices at Chittagong are but scanty :’i‘:ﬁ“t’fi%es
and intermittent. The attention of the executive was directed '
to the administration of the District of Chittagong proper, and it
was only when some lawless outrage or default of tribute payment Afminm?en‘
forced them into notice that mention is made of the frontier ?en%léﬁim-
tribes. Upto 1860 therefore we exercised little direct influence or '
rule over the tribes. In July of that year 8 Superintendent of
the hill tribes was appointed to the charge of the hills, which
were henceforth known as the Hill Tracts of Chittagong. The
primary object of the appointment of a Hill Superintendent was the
supervision of the independent tribes; and for the next few years
attention was principally directed to the preservation of the peace
of the frontier. o

In 1867 the official designation of the officer in charge of the 5‘2:;%3“:;“
District was changed from Superintendent of Hill Tribes to pepury
Deputy Commissioner of the Hill Tracts, and be was vested with Commis-
full control of all matters pertaining to revenue and justice through- ®ioner.
out the Hill Tracts ; at the same time the District was apportioned
into subdivisions, and subordinate officers placed in charge thereof.

The constitution of the District was as follows :— .

1. The Deputy Commissioner in charge of the District and Constitution
vested with full control of the whole Police Force guarding the of District.
froutier. The country watered by the Karnaphuli and Pheni rivers
with their tributaries was under his immediate supervision.

2. The Assistant Commissioner in charge of the Sangu Sub-
division. His charge was the country watered by the Sangu and
Matamuri rivers. He was vested with powers over the Police in
his subdivision. .

3. The Deputy Magistrate of Cox Bazar in the south of the
Chittagong District, ex-officio an Assistant Commissioner in the
Hill Tracts, west and south of the Matamuri river.

4. The Assistant Superintendent of Police, in immediate com-
maund of the District Police and superintending matters relative to
the equipment and internal economy of the force.

The generslinstructions of Government for the gnidance of the Government
Hill Tracts authorities are conveyed in the Government of Bengal's FoL¢T:
letter No. 3300, dated June 30th, 1860, and are briefly summarized.

«0
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1. To sallow no middleman between the hillman and the
representatives of Government, all mooktears or sttorneys being
prohibited from employment in matters between hillman and hill-
man, ’

2. Simplification of procedure and freedom from expense
attained by directing that equity guided by the spirit of the law
should beobserved, no stamps required, and no costs further than
sctual and necessary expenses. Justice to be administered in the
simplest and most expeditious manner possible.

3. The customs and prejudices of the people to be observed
snd respected, with as little interference as possible between the
Chiefs and tbeir tribes.

4. The Deputy Commissioner was vested with the fall powers
of 8 Magistrate, his orders being appealabls to the Commissioner
of the Division who also has the final decision of all heinous
cases. This wise and beneficial policy has been adhered to,
and forms the basis of all the regulations that have since been
framed, .

The revenue of the Hill Tracts consisted chiefly of the tribute
paid to the Government by the Chiefs of the tribes.

A considerable sum of money was also obtained yearly from
the tolls levied on behalf of Government on all spontaneous forest
produce brought down by water or river route to the plains,

With the aonexation of the Lushai country in 1892 and re-
moval of all fear of raids by the Kukis, the Chittagong Hill Tracts
were formed intoan independent subdivision of Chittagong and
placed in charge of an Assistant Commissioner and administered
under the rules of 1892. The scheme was found bowever not to
work satisfactorily and consequently by regulation of 1900 the Hill
Tracts was constituted a District and placed in charge of a Superin-
tendent. The regulation came into force with effect from the
first of May 1900.

The Chittagong Hill Tracts are administered by a Superio-
tendent with Assistant Superintendents, The District constitutes
asessious division, snd the Commissioner of Chittagong is the .
Sessions Judge. The Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam
exercises the power of a High Court, for the purpose of the confir-
mation of sentences of death., The Commissioner of Chittagong
exercises the power of a High Court for all other purposes.

The three Chiefs, Chakma, Bohmonyg, and Meong, regulate the
affairs of their circles, and the actions of the headmen withio them.
They have power of fine, of enforcing restitution, and of imprison-
ment. Similarly the headmen regulate the affairs of their mauza,
having powers of fine up to Rs. 23, of enforcing restitution, and of
detention until the Superintendent’s orders are received. 4

There are no road and public works cesses, the maintenance of
roads and buildings being wholly a provincial charge. The Stamp
Act is Dot in force in the District but the revenue from the sale of
postage stamps during 1907 amounted to Rs. 2,309.
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There is uo excise revenue derived from imported liquors, or
couutry epirits. The people may brew any quantity for home con-
sumption, but may not sell the same under a penalty or convic-
tion of three months’ imprizonment. No licenses are granted for
the wanufacture or sale of intoxicating drinks. Asregards the
eale of drugs, three shops are licensed to eell opium by retail, while
there is only one shop that sells ganja, The revenue from this
source in 1907 was Rs. 3,0908.

Income tax is only Trealised from Goverswent servants and
amounts to a very small sum. There is only one office at Rangamati
for the registration of deeds. The Superintendent, Assistant
Superintendent, and two Sub-Deputy Collectors are authorised
to register deeds. During 1906-07 there were 592 documents
registered and the fees therefrom amouuted to Rs. 183-4-0.

The staff for the administration of civil and crimioal justice
is the same, and conrists of the Superintendent, Assistant Superin-
tendent with first clars powers, and two Sub-Deputy Collectors
with second class powers. The Circle Chiefs dispose of all petty
criminal cases as between hillmen, aod dispose of all cases of &
civil nature that bear on tribal customs. .

The machinery for the protection of persons and property
in the District wns formerly, slthough called by tle name of
Police, an essentinlly military force comprised mostly of Gurklas,
trained and expensively armed particularly as a protection against
the raids from the tribes further esst, In 1872 the total strength
of the force was 656 ¢f all ranks and the cost of maintenauce
payable wholly from Imperial revenue was Rs. 1,48,040. With
the subjugation of the wild tribes in the east and the anuexation
of their country, and the formation of the same into a separate
District in 1892, the need of maintaining so large a force in
the District ceased. The present police force of all ranks has
a strength of 152, is armed with the Martini-Henri rifle, and
the annual cost of muintenance wholly borne by the Government
of Eastern Bengal and Assam is Ra, 27,408, The strength is made
up of 1 Inspector, 8 Sub-Inspectors, 17 Head Constables, and 126
Constables. )

There are eight police thanas or stations in the District :—

(1) Chaudraghova--on" the river Karnaphuli, on the
boundary between the Hill Tracts and the District
of Chittagong.

(2) Rangamati—the headquarters’ police station.

(3) Kasalong—on the Karpapulli river, 14 miles above
Rangamati aud opposite the mouth of the Kasalong
river, one of the most important tributaries of the
Karnaphuli river. ’

(1) Mahalcberi—50 miles up the Chengri river, ancther
important tribytary of the Karvapuli.

(3) Ramgar—on the Pheni river, to the north of the
Dustrict.

Registrativa

Police.
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(6) Bandarban—on the Sangu river, the headquarters of
-the Bohmong circle.

(7) Ruma—also on the Sangu river, 30 miles above
Bandarban. .

(8) Lama-—on the Matamuri river, in the south of the
District.

All cognisable cases are reported to the police station within
the jurisdiction of which the offence is committed. All heinous
cases and cases between hillmen and plainsmen are enquired into
by tbe District police and are triable by the civil authorities of the
District ; all other cases are referred by the Superintendent
to the Circle Chief, who enquires into and deals with each accord-
ing to tribal custom. This system is an eminently satisfactory
one, and the Circle Chiefs exercise their power, on the whole, with
fairness and equity. Serious crime is rare, and little organised
crime exists, Murders and grievous hurt are usually the result
of jealousy or drink ; the culprit seldom seeks to hide his guilt
or evade justice. There is unfortunately an ever-increasing amount
of civil litigation, usually the outcome of monetary transactions
between the plainsmen and the hillmen. The authorities do all
in their power to protect the hillmen from the rapacity of the
money-lenders, but it is a very difficult task to deal with these
blood-guckers, and the general improvidence of the hillman renders
him an easy prey to these astute rogues. A very wholesome regu-
lation in the Hill Tracts is the one forbidding the appearance of
a pleader or mukhtear (lawyer) iv any court within the jurisdie-
tion of the Chittagong Hill Tracts, This regulation has a very
satisfactory deterrent effect on unnecessary litigation.
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CHAPTER XV.

GAZETTEER.

Ajodhya Bazar—Onu left bavk of the Pheni river; cotton and
gesamum j resorted to by people from Hill Tippera which is across
the river. Hat day Tuesday.

Bandarban Village—In the Chittagong Hill Tracts, situated
on left bank of the Sangu riverin 22°13'N. and 92° 14'E. Popu-
lation 2,370 ; the residence of Bohmong Cholafru and headquarters
of the Bohmong Circle. A tedious journey of two whole days by
country boat from Chittagong. Two days’ march across conntry
from Chandraghona, The village is quaint and there are two
fine Khyongs or temples, which are worth seeing. The inhabi-
tants are entirely Maghs of the Rigraysa sept. Bandarban posses- -
ses a furnished rest-house, police station, post office, hospital and
bazar, but supplies are scarce in the locality, and it is well to be
provided with all necessaries.

Barkal Bazar—On right bank of the Karnaphuli river in
227 45" N, and 92° 22'E., gives its name to the hills in the vicinity.
The river here forms rapids, and is unnavigable for quite a
distance ; on this account a tramway two miles in length was built
in 1889 by which passengers and goods are transhipped. Import-
ant centre for timber, bamboo, and boat trade, also cotton and
sesamum. Furnished rest-house, dispensary, post office. A long
march from Rangamati and 15 hours by boat.

Bohmong—One of the three circles into which the Chitta-
gong Hill Tracts is divided for administrative purposes ; the
others being the Chakma and Mong Circles. The circle occupies
the south of the District, and lies between 21° 11’ and 2%° 30" N.,
and 92° 6" and 92° 38" E,, bounded on the north by the Chakma
Circle, on the south and west by the District boundary and on
the east by forest reserves. Area 2,064 square miles. Population
(1901) 44,075, having increased by 12'9 per cent since 1891, Most
of the people are Maghs or Arakanese. There are 74 villages, one
of which, Bandarban, is the residence of the Bohmong, an Leredi-
tary title attaching to the Chief who administers the circle.
The present Chief is Cholafru Chowdhury,

Chakma—One of the three circles into which the Chittagong
Hill Tracts is divided for administrative purposes, the others being
the Mong and Bomong Circles. The Chakma Circle occupies the
centre and mnorth of the District, and lies between 22° 7' and
28°13' N.and 91° 53" and 92°3C’E. It is bounded on the south by
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the Bohmong Circle, on the north-west by the Mong Circle, north
and east by forest reserves, and on the west by the District
boundary. Area 2,421 square miles. Population (1901) 48,789,
having increased by 71 per cent since 1891. The people are
mostly Chakmas and the circle is administered by the Chakma
Raja. There are 94 villages, one of which, Rangamati, is the
residence of the Chief, and the headquarters of the District. The
present Chief is Raja Bhuban Mohan Rai.

Chandraghona Bazar—On right bank of Karnaphuli at en-
trance to the Chittagong Hill Tracts, 26 miles by river from
Chittagong. A station of the London Baptist Missionary Society,
who are now erecting a‘large masonry hospital to contain about
40 beds. Police station, dispensary, post office, furnished inspec-
tion house. Principal trade centre of District for timber, bamboo,
boats, cotton, sesamum and sunn grass. Hat day Thursday.

Kasalong Bazar— On left bank of the Karnaphuli river 14
miles above Rangamati, facing mouth of Kasalong river, Police
station, unfurnished rest-house and post office.

Lama —Police post on right bank of the Matamuri river 21
miles from the Thana of Chakaria in the Regulation District of
Chittagong. Dispensary and post office ; no supplies of any des-
cription, A '

Mahalcheri Bazar—On right bank of Chengri, a tributary of
the Karnaphuli river. It has a police station, dispensary, post
office and furnished rest-house. It is two days by road frem
Rangamati. Important cotton apd sesamum centre. Hat day
Wednesday.

Manikcheri Village —Situated on a stream of the same
name iz 23° 11’ N, and 927 5" E. Population 1,356, entirely Pala-
ingsa Maghs. Is the principal village of the Mong Circle and the
Raja resides here. Fine Khyong Gbar, dispensary, and school,
large weekly Hat held on Sanday. Easiest route, by road from
Chittagong to Fatikcheriy the distance from there is about 12
miles which are rideable, except in the rainy season.

Morg—One of the three circles into which the Chittagong
Hill Tratts is divided for administrative purposes, the others
being the Chakma and Bohmong Circles. It lies between 22° 45
and 28°28’N.,and 91° 51’and 92° 7'E., and occupies the north-west
corner of the District. Area 653 square miles. Population (1901)
31,898, having increased from 22,708 in 1881. Most of the
people are Tipperas. There are 128 villages, one of which,
Manikeheri, is the residence of the Chief who administers the circle.
The title of Mong Rajais hereditary ; the present incumbent
is Raja Nephru Sain. :

Nainyachur Bazar—On left bank of Chengri river, two days
by road or boat from Rangamati. Cottton and sesamum mart.
Hat day Tuesday.

Rangamati —Headquarters of the Chittagong Hill Tracts
Fastern Bengal and Assam, situated on the banks of the
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Karnaphuli river in 22° 39" and 92° 12" E. Population (1901)
1,627. The station is extremely picturesqne, and well worth a
vigit from Chittagong, from which it is distant 65 miles by
river and 46 miles by road. There is communication by a
Government steamer whichb leaves Chittagong every Thursday
and reaches Rangamati after a run of oine hours, returning
on the Saturday. The boat is provided with cabios, crockery,
cutlery and cooking utensils, but the passenger has to make
his own commissariat arrangements. The first class return fare
is nine rupees, and two rupees for a servant.

Rangamati is also the headquarters of the London Baptist
Mission, haviug two missionaries and their families quartered
there.

The station possesses & High English school with accommo-
dation for fifty free boarders, who must he hill hoys. There is
8n excellently equipped hospital and charitable dispensary, Dis-’
trict police reserve lines, pulice station, treasury, post aud tele-
graph office, circuit-house, and a big bazar or market. The
market days are Monday and Thursday, when large crowds flock
in from the surrounding villages to dispose of their country pro-
duce and purchase household necessaries.

All ordivary provisions are procurable in the bazar, which
is steadily expanding and is a model of neatness, comparing very
favourably with the bazars of Bengal.

Rhainkyong Bazar—On left bank of Karpaphuli river at
mouth of river of same name, important bamboo and timber trade
centre, also cotton and sesamum. Hat day Saturday.

Roma—A police post on the right bank of the Sangu river
30 miles above Bandarban ; no supplies procurable.

Ramghar Bazar—On left bank of the Pheni river. Police
station, post oflice, unfurnished rest-house. Hendquarters of an
Indian Baptist Mission. Hat day Thursday.

Shubalong Bazar—On left bank of Karnaphuli and st the
mouth of a tributary of the same name. Eleven miles by road
and 12 by river from Rangamati, furnished rest-house, important
cotton centre.
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